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P  R  E  F  A  C  E. 


TT  would  be  great  prcfumption  to  attempt 
any  recotnmendatioii  cJf  the  following  dif- 
courfes,  when  they  have  had,  hitherto,  their 
approbation,  in  the  judgeo^eHtVand  experience 
of  fo  many  ferious  and  wdUdifpofed  Chriilians, 
both  at  home  and  abroad':'  no»-  will  any  fuch 
thing  be  expedled  from  one,  to  whom  the  wor- 
thy author  flood  fo  nearly  related  as  I  do. 

His  praife  is  already  in  the  churches ;  and, 
though  he  be  dead,  he  yet  fpeaketh.  His 
modefty  did  not  permit  him  to  leave  any  me- 
moirs of  his  life,  for  public  ufe. — He  was 
twenty-eight  years  minifter  at  Portmoak  in' 
Fife,  and  twenty- three  at  Stirling. — He  died 
in  the  feventy-fourth  year  of  his  age. 

It  is  hoped,  that  whoever  fliall,  in  a  depend- 
ence upon  the  divine  bleiling,  perufc  the  va- 
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luable  treafure  contained  in  this  volume,  fhall 
find  many  things,  (as  the  renowned  Mr  Her- 
vey  exprefles  it),  "  to  the  edification  of  their 
**  hearts,  in  true  faith,  folid  comfort,  and 
"  evangelical  holinefs."— That  this  may  be 
the  cafe  with  multitudes,  is  the  fincere  defire 
of 

JAMES  FISHER. 

Glasgow,  >;li;^y  \l:     '[< 


PREFACE 


TO    THE    FIRBT    SERMOK. 


IT  18  very  prot)abIe9  that  this,  and  fome  other  fermonSy  now  de- 
iigned  for  the  public,  bad  flept  in  perpetual  filence  among  my 
other  (hort-hand  maaufcripts,  if  holy  and  wife  providence,  which 
over-rules  us  in  our  defignb  and  inclinations,  had  not  io  a  manner 
forced  me  to  yield  to  their  publication,  for  my  own  neceffary  de- 
fence, when  the  eaniefl  intreaty  of  Toroe  (dear  to  the  Lord)  could 
not  prevail  with  me  to  fall  in  with  any  fuch  propofaU  The  con- 
du6k  of  adorable  providence,  in  this  matter,  has  brought  me  under 
fuch  a  conridion  of  a  culpable  obflinacy,  in  refiiling  their  foli* 
citations,  that  I  (incerely  refolve,  through  grace,  not  to  be  To  (hy 
in  time  coming ;  efpecially,  if  I  find  that  thtfe  fermons,  which  are 
almoft  extorted  from  me,  (hill  prove  ufeful  and  edifying. 

The  affair,  which  gave  occafion  to  the  publication  of  thefe  dif- 
courfcs,  is  briefly  this. 

In  May  1729,  Mr  A.  A.  *,  a  reverend  brother,  mfhh  whom  I 
have  taken  fweet  counfel  together t  and  gone  unto  the  houfe  of  God  In 
company^  and  whofe  name,  if  it  were  practicable,  out  of  tendernefs 
to  him,  I  have  all  the  incliri^tion  in  the  world  to  conceal,  was 
pleafed,  in  my  abftnce,  and  without  any  provocation  from  me, 
that  I  know  of,  publicly  to  arraign  me  before  the  Com  million  of 
the  General  Affcmbly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  of  having,  at  a 
facramcnt  in  Strathmiglo,  upon  the  Monday,  anno  1714,  preached 
againd  the  brethren  who  had  taken  the  abjuraiion-oalh,  notwith- 
ilanding  of  the  aft  of  XfTembiy  recommending  mutual  forhear" 
mnce  on  that  head.     The  lermon  he  pointed  at  is  that  which  im* 

mediately 

*  Mr  Alexander  Anderfon,  miullkr  at  St  Andrew's. 
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mediately  follows,  being  the  firft  iil  order,  on  Rev.  iii.  4,  It  was 
preached  before  a  pretty  numerous  auditory  ;  but  I  never  heard  of 
its  being  quarrelled  by  aqy^  except  that  brother  himfelf.  What 
ground  he  had  for  carping  at  it  let  the  world  judge.  It  is  true,  in 
the  ufe  of  lamentation,  I  took  notice  of  fome  who  defiled  them- 
felves  and  the  land  by  perjury,  particularly  in  taking  the  abjura- 
tion-oath, with  a  defign  to  ferve  the  Pretender's  intereft.  But 
that  I  fpoke  either  of  minifters  taking  or  forbearing,  is  falfe  in 
fa6i  ;  and  I  don't  believe  he  will  get  any  of  that  numerous  compa- 
ny who  will  adventure  toTfay  fo  upon  oath.  It  is  true,  when  I 
urged  him  with  this,  having  taken  occafion  to  talk  with  him  in 
the  beginning  of  July  laft,  he  alledged,  that,  though  I  did  not 
fpeak  dircftly  of  minifters  who  had  taken  the  oath,  yet  the  ten- 
dency of  my  difcourfe  was  to  bring  a  tafh  andrcfledlion  upon  them. 
But,  for  my  part,  if  the  oath  be  a  good  thing,  and  if  he  took  it 
with  a  good  confcience,  I  cannot  find  any  thing  in  all  that  fcrmon 
that  could  militate  againft  him,  there  being  nothing  in  it,  fo  far 
as  I  know,  but  the  pure  and  plain  truths  of  God.  But  if  the  word 
of  the  Lord  be  againft  men,  it  is  a  plain  evidence  of  a  galled  and 
uneafy  confcience  within ;  for  a  good  confcience  will  never  boggle 
at  plain  fciipture-truth.  But  it  is  the  natural  fruit  of  the  fword  of  the 
Spirit,  when  faithfully  managed,  to  prick  and  wound  the  guiky  con- 
fcience ;  and,  where  it  does  not  meeken  and  humble  the  fpirits  of 
men,  it  fo  irritates  their  corruptions,  that  they  turn  about  to  rent 
thofe  who  deliver  it.  An  inftance  whereof  we  have,  Luke  xx.  19, 
«*  And  the  chief  priefts  and  the  fcribes  the  fame  hour  fought  tq  lay 
•*  hands  on  him  ;  'and  ihey  feared  the  people  ;  for  they  perceived 
«'  that  he  had  fpoken  this  parable  againft  them," 

I  know  it  will  be  alledged,  that  I  have  licked  and  fmoothed  my 
fermon,  and  that  my  notes  may  not  be  the  fame  with  what  I  de- 
livered viva  voce.  As  to  which  I  (hall  only  fay,  that  ii  is  my  prac- 
tice to  write  all  I  have  a  mind  to  fay  in  public-  It  is  true,  indeed, 
1  do  not  pretend  to  fuch  an  exaft  memory,  as  that  I  can  confine 
myfclf  in  the  delivery,  to  every  thing  in  my  notes,  without  varying 
a  word  or  phrafc:  but  yet  I  ufe  to  be  pretty  exad  that  way,  when 
I  know  fuch  critical  auditors  as  Mr  A.  are  before  me.  One  of  my 
own  children,  who  I  am  fure  would  not  adventure  to  alter  a  word, 

did 
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did  didate  the  following  fermon  to  an  amanuenfis,  from  my  origi* 
Jial  notes ;  and  that  fame  copy  goes  to  the  prcfs  :  I  own  I  helped 
the  grammar,  in  fome  places,  when  I  revifed  it.  So  that  there  it 
not  a  phrafe  or  fentence  altered,  at  which  my  accufer  might  take 
the  lead  umbrage.  And  I  do  very  well  remember,  that  fome  things 
were  cxpreffed  fofter  in  the  delivery  than  what  they  are  in  the  notes 
which  now  are.  come  abroad. 

Mr  A.  told  me,  that,  if  I  publifhed  my  fermons,  I  could  not 
hinder  him  from  printing  the  notes  he  took  from  my  mouth.  For 
my  part,  if  he  took  every,  word  I  fpoke  at  that  time,  I  (hould  be 
very  eafy  ;  for  (I  defire  to  fpeak  it  not  out  of  vain  glory,  but  to  the 
praife  of  him  who  makes  the  tongue  of  the  ftammerer  to  fpeak 
plain)  that  which  I  deliver  in  public,  has,  for  ordinary,  the  advantage 
of  my  notes,  both  for  clofenefs  of  connedlion  and  accuracy  of  ex« 
prefiion.  But  I  very  much  doubt,  if  Mr  A.  be  fuch  a  ready  writer 
as  to  catch  every  word,  or  fentence  either,  when  I  fpeak. 

As  for  the  other  fermons  that  Mr  A.  arraigns,  I  defign  to  let  them 
come  abroad  in  due  time  ;  and  what  he  afferts  concerning  them 
may  be  confidered  in  a' preface  to  each  fermon  apart. — I  fhall  here 
fubjoin  a  lift  of  them,  with  their  feveral  texts,  notifying  what  was 
affirmed  concerning  them. 

i^.  Upon  John  v{,  66.  "  From  that  time  many  of  his  difciplet 
'*  went  back,  and  walked  no  more  with  him."     Concerning  this  - 
fermon,  it  was  affirmed   that    I   preached   fuch    dodrine,   as  he, 
preaching  after  me,  was  obliged  to  contradl^. 

2^/,  Upon  Pfal.  cXxxviii.  6.  "  Though  the  Lord  be  high,  yet 
*•  hath  he  rcfped  unto  the  lowly  :  but  the  prond  he  knoweth  afar  . 
**  off."     In  this,  I  was  faid  to  have  arraigned  the  church  of  Scot- 
land in  the  matter  of  the  oath, 

^d.  Upon  Titus  iii.  8.  "  This  is  a  faithful  faying,  and  ihcfe 
**  things  I  will  that  thou  affirm  conftantly,  that  they  which  have 
<^  believed  in  God  might  be  careful  to  maintain  good  works : 
•*  thcfe  things  are  g^od  and  profitable  unto  men."  As  to  this,  it 
was  affirmed,  that,  by  ambiguous  expreflions,  I  endeavoured  to 
lead  the  people  to  think  ihat  afTiiraoce  was  cf  the  efiencc  of  faith  ; 
and  that  it  was  the  duty  cf  every  man  to  believe  that  Chrirt  died 
for  him. 


(    4    ) 

4tbf  Upon  Luke  ii.  28.  ''  Then  took  he  him  up  ia  his  arms,  and 
**  bleffed  God."  As  to  which>  it  was  faid,  that  I  preached  unfound 
do^rinei  or  do6lrine  of  an  erroneous  pendency.  ' 

5/A,  Upon  Pfal.  Ixxxtx.  16.  "  In  thy  righteoufneft  fllall  they 
**  be  exalted.**  It  was  rcprefested  that,  in  this  fermon,  I  taqght, 
that  believers  are  exalted  above  the  law  ;  that  they  are  altogether 
innocent  ;  and  that  God  hath  not  any  grudge  in  his  heart  againft 
ihem. 

Becaufe  it  is  charged  upon  us  as  an  error,  that  we  preach  afTu. 
ranc6  to  be  of  the  cffcnce  of  faith,  therefore  I  defign  alfo  to  publifh 
a  fermon  on  that  fubjcdl,  from  Heb.  x.  22.  "  Let  us  draw  near 
**  with  a  true  heart,  in  full  affarance  of  faith."  From  which  I 
hope  it  (hall  appear,  that  our  principle  upon  that  head  is  agreeable 
to  the  fcriptures  of  truth,  and  the  ancient  and  modern  flandard  of 
doArtne  in  this  church.  And  I  hope,  that  the  following  fermon, 
and  the  third  of  thefe  above* mentioned,  (hall  bean  effedlual  confuT 
tation  of  that  calumny  cad  upon  us,  as  if  we  difcarded  holinefs  and 
good  works.  And  whereas  it  may  be  ailed  rjed,  that  this  fermon 
Was  preached  long  ago,  and  that  I  have  altered  my  way  of  think- 
ing fince  that  time,  i  here  declare  that  what  is  taught  in  the  faid 
fermon,  I  own  as  my  principle  ftlll. 

It  fhall  be  try  earneft  prayer,,  that  He,  who,  by  his  over-ruHng 
hand,  hath  brought  forth  thefe  fermons  unto  a  public,  view,  beyond 
my  defign,  may  accompany  them  with  his  ieffedual  bleiUng,  to  the 
edification  of  ouls. 

OMer  ^.  1725.  E.E^ 


GOD'S  LITTLE  REMNANT  KEEPING  THEIR  GARMENTS 
CLEAN  IN  AN  EVIL  DAY. 


SERMON, 


BREACHED  ON  A  SACRAMENTAL  OCCASION  AT  STRATHMIGLO, 
MONDAY,  JUNE  3.  I714. 


Rev.  iii.  4.— Tio«  hajl  a  few  names  even  in  Sardif,  which 
have  not  defiled  their  garments  ;  and  they  Jball  walk  with 
me  in  white  ;  for  they  are  worthy. 

THE  firfl.  fix  verfes  of  this  chapter  contain  an  epiftle  fent 
bj  Jefus  Chrift  unto  the  church  of  Sardis.  Where  wc 
have,  firft,  the  preface,  and  then  the  body  of  the  epiftle. 
In  the  body  of  the  epiftle  we  may  notice  thefe  three  things. 
I .  An  accufation  or  charge,  in  the  clofe  of  the  firft  verfe.  2. 
An  exhortation  unto  feveral  duties,  fuch  as  repentance,  watch- 
fulnefs,  and  the  like,  ver.  2.3.  3.  We  have  a  commendation 
given  to  this  church,  in  the  words  of  my  text.  Thou  hafi  a 
Jew  namesy  even  in  Sardis^  &c .  Where,  more  particularly, 
we  have,  i^.  The  commendation  itfelf,  7^o«  hqfl  afow  names 
even  in  Sardis^  which  have  not  defiled  their  garments,  ^dly^ 
A  reward,  They  fiball  walk  with  me  in  white,  sdfy.  The 
reafon  and  ground  of  this.  For  they  are  worthy.  Fir/l,  I  fay, 
we  have  the  commendation  itfelf.  Where  we  may  notice, 
the  commender,  the  commended,  and  the  ground  on  which 
the  commendation  runs.  i.  The  commender.  Who  he  is 
may  be  gathered  from  the  connexion.  It  is  "  he  that  hath 
the  feven  Spirits  of  God,  and  the  feven  ftars;"  ver.  i .  It  is 
Chrift  himfelf.  And  his  commendation  may  be  depended 
upon  ;  for  he  trieth  the  heart  and  reins,  and  needs  not  that 
any  fliould  teftify  of  man  unto  him,  becaufe  he  knows  what 
ia  in  man.  2.  The  party  commended.  Who  are  defcribed, 
(i.)  From  their  defignation ;  they  are  called  names.  God 
had  "  given  them  a  new  name,  a  name  better  than  of  fons 
Vol.  I.  A  ^tA 
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and  of  daughters,"  even  a  name  "  among  the  living  in  Jeru- 
salem :"  they  were  marked  among  the  rolls  of  his  chofen,  re- 
deemed, and  fandiified  ones.  By  their  zekl,  uprightnefs,  inte- 
grity, and  their  honeft  appearance  for  God,  in  that  degenerate 
day  and  place,  they  had  diftinguiflied  themfelves  from  others, 
and  fo  purchafed  a  name  to  themfelves  :  and  they  were  known 
to  men  as  well  as  unto  God :  **  The  Lord  knoweth  the  righ- 
teous ;"  and  he  knows  them  by  name,  they  are  marked  out 
among  others.  (2.)  They  are  defcribed  by  their  paucity  ; 
they  are  a  few  names.  They  were  comparatively  few,  when 
laid  in  the  balance  with  the  multitude  and  bulk  of  carnal  fe- 
cure  profeffors  in  this  church  :  there  was  but  a  fmall  part  of 
them  that  had  kept  themfelves  free  of  the  corruptions  and 
defeftions  of  that  church,  and  that  had  not  bowed  the  knee  unto 
Baal.  (3.)  They  are  defcribed  from  the  place  of  their  refi- 
dence,  Sardis,  one  of  the  feven  churches  of  the  Leffer  Ada. 
The  expreffion  here  is  obfervable,  A  few  names  even  in  Sardis. 
Chrift's  charader  of  this  church,  in  the  clofe  of  the  fir  ft  verfe, 
was,  that  they  were  generally  dead,  though  they  had  a  name 
to  live ;  "  But,"  as  if  he  had  faid,  "  though  the  generality  of 
this  church  be  dead,  yet  even  there  I  have  a  few  lively  and 
tender  Chriftians."  But  then,  3.  Notice  the  ground  on  which 
the  commendation  runs  ;  they  have  kept  their  garments  clean, 
or,  have  not  defiled  their  garments.  Perhaps  there  may  be  an 
allufion  in  this  expreffion  unto  the  Jews,  who  were  not  to 
come  near  any  thing  that  was  unclean,  by  the  law  of  Mofes, 
or  to  touch  them  with  their  garments,  left  they  fliould  be 
defiled:  or  it  may  allude  unto  the  pradice  of  the  eaftern 
countries^  who  ufed  to  gird  up  their  long  garments,  to  keep 
them  from  being  defiled,  or  fpott^d.  The  meaning  is,  that 
this  little  remnant  in  Sardis  had  maintained  their  integrity,  like 
Job  ;  they  were  "  perfeft  and  upright  men,"  men  "  that  fear- 
ed God,  and  efchewed  evil ;"  they  had  not  complied  with  the 
abounding  errors  and  corruptions  of  their  day,  but  "  exercifcd 
themfelves  to  keep  confciences  void  of  offence  towards  God 
and  man."  When  others  were  fleeping,  they  were  waking, 
about  their  work ;  when  others  in  that  church  were  dead  and 
fecure,  t^hey  were  lively.  And  fo  much  for  the  commenda- 
tion given  by  Chrift  unto  this  remnant.  Secondly ^  In  the 
words  \ve  have  a  reward,  or  rather  we  may  call  it  a  confola- 
tory  promife  made  unto  this  little  remnant,  V.hey  Jhall  walk 
with  me  in  white.  Perhaps  the  expreffion  may  allude  unto 
the  praftice  of  the  Romans,  who  clothed  their  nobility,  at 
any  folemnity,  in  white ;  or  to  their  conquerors,  who  trium- 
phed, upon  any  viftory  obtained,  in  white  garments  ;  or  to 
the  priefls  under  the  law  that  miniftered  in  the  temple  in 

white 
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white  garments.  "  The  meaning  is,  They  Jhall  walk  with  me 
in  white  ;  that  is,  "  they  fliall  be  admitted  to  the  'immediate 
enjoyment  of  fellowfhip  and  communion  with,  me,  and  be 
partakers  of  my  glory  in  heaven  through  eternity."  But 
the  import  of  the  expreiSon  may  be  more  fully  fpoken  to 
afterward.  Thirdly^  In  the  words  we  have  the  reafon  and 
ground  why  the  Lord  puts  fuch  a  difference  between  his 
remnant  and  others.  For  they  are  worthy  ;  that  is  valuable, 
and  excellent  perfons,  as  Solomon  fpeaks,  **  The  righteous  is 
more  excellent  than  his  neighbour."  Not  as  if  they  had  any 
worthinefs  or  excellency  in  themfelves  beyond  others  by  na- 
ture :  no,  no ;  "  They  are  children  of  wrath  and  condemna>- 
tion,  even  as  others  :"  but  they  are  made  worthy  by  juftify- 
ing  and  fanftifying  grace,  by  imputed  righteoufnefs  and  inhe- 
rent holinefs.  Some  render  the  word,  **  For  they  are  meet:" 
fo  the  word  is  rendered,  Matth.  iii.  8.  '*  Bring  forth  therefore 
fruits  meet  for  repentance."  So  here  the  Lord  promifes,  that 
they  who  keep  their  garments  clean  Jhould  walk  with  him 
in  white ;  why^  becaufe  it  is  meet  or  fuitable  it  fliould  be  ' 
fo,  that  they  who  are  holy  here,  fhould  be  happy  hereafter. 

SocT.  "  That  although  there  be  but  few  in  a  vifible  church 
that  keep  their  garments  clean  in  a  declining  time,  yet 
thefe  few  are  highly  valued  by  Chrift,  and  fliall  be  admit- 
ted to  partake  of  his  glory  in  heaven." 

,This  doftrine  I  take  to  be  the  fcope  of  the  verfe.  Thou  hajl 
a  few  names y  &c.  In  difcourfing  this  point,  I  fliall  endeavour, 
through  divine  afliftance,  to  do  thefe  fix  things. 

I.  Offer  afew'propofitions  concerning  this  little  remnant. 

II.  Shew  that  Chrift  has  a  high  value  for  this  remnant; 
they  are  worthy  in  his  efteem. 

III.  What  is  imported  in  their  keeping  their  garments 
clean. 

IV.  What  it  is  to  walk  with  Chrift  in  white. 

V.  Inquire  into  the  conneftion  between  the  duty  and  pri- 
vilege. 

VI.  Apply  the  whole. 

I.  Theory?  thing  is,  to  offer  a  few  propofitions  concerning 
this  remnant,  who  are  faid  to  keep  their  garments  clean  ;  and 
ye  may  take  thefe  few  following. 

I.  That  God  the  Father  gave  a  remnant  unto  Chrift  of 
the  pofterity  of  Adam,  in  the  covenant  of  redemption,  to  be 
ranfomed  and  redeemed  by  him,  from  that  wo  and  wrath, 
into  which  Adam,  by  his  apoftafy,  had  involved  himfelf  and 
all  his  pofterity.      That  fuch  a  remnant  was  gifted  unto 
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Chrift  by  the  Father,  is  plain  from  John  xvii. ;  where  Chrift 
in  his  prayer  frequently  fpeaks  of  thofe  that  the  Father  gave, 
him,  particularly  ver.  6.  "  Thine  they  were,  and  thou  gay.efi. 
them  me  ;  and  they  have  kept  thy  word."  He  promifed  to 
him,  for  his  encouragement  in  that  great  undertaking,  that 
he  fhould  have  "  a  feed  to  ferve  him,"  and  "  fee  of  the  travel 
of  his  foul." 

2.  The  Lotd  Jefus,  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  in  the  fulnefs 
of  time,  took  on  the  nature  of  man,  and  in  our  nature  obeyed 
the  law,  and  died  in  the  room  and  ftead  of  this  remnant  which 
the  Father  gave  him.  He  did  not  obey  the  law,  and  fatisfy 
juftice  for  the  whole  world,  or  for  all  men,  as  Armenians  talk  : 
no ;  but  he  died  for  a  feled:  number.  Hence  he  is  faid  to 
**  lay  down  his  life  for  his  fheep,"  and  not  for  the  goats. 
And  as  his  death,  fo  his  interceffion  is  confined  unto  this  rem- 
nant, as  is  plain  from  John  xvii.  9.  "  I  pray  for  them :  I  , 
pray  not  for  the  world,  but  for  them  which  thou  haft  given 
me,  for  they  are  thine.'** 

3.  This  redeemed  remnant  are,  in  God's  own  time,  fooner 
or  later,  under  the  miniftry  of  gofpel-ordinances,  determined, 
by  the  power  and  efficacy  of  divine  grace,  to  clofe  with 
Chrift,  ijpon  the  call  of  the  gofpel,  and  to  go  in  to  the  bleffed 
contrivance  of  falvation  and  redemption  through  him:  he 
tranflates  them,  in  a  day  of  his  power,  "  out  of  darknefs  into 
his  marvellous  light,  and  into  the  kingdom  of  his  dear  Son.'* 
Not  one  of  this  ele&ed  remnant,  but  ftiall  in  due  time  be 
brought  home ;  for  "  whom  he  did  predeftinate,  them  he  alfo 
called." 

4.  God's  remnant  are  a  holy  people.  They  are  a  fet  of  men 
that  ftudy  to  keep  clean  garments ;  they  ftudy  to  "  purify 
themfelves  from  all  filthihefs  of  the  flefli  and  fpirit,  perfe6l:ing 
holin^fs  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  f"  and  therefore  called  "  the 
people  of  his  holinefs,"  If.  Ixiii.  18.  Holinefs  is  the  defign  of 
their  eleftion ;  for  "  he  hath  predeftinate  us  unto  the  adoption 
of  children,  that  we  fliould  be  holy,  and  without  blame  before 
him  in  love."  Holinefs  is  the  defign  of  their  redemption  by 
Chrift  Jefiis  :  "  He  hath  redeemed  us  from  all  iniquity,  and 
purified  unto  himfelf  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good 
works,?'  Tit.  n.  14.  Holinefs  is  the  defign  of  their  efFeftual 
calling :  "  for  God  hath  not  called  us  to  uncleannefs,  but  un- 
to holineTs ;  and  he  hath  faved  us,  and  called  us  with  an  holy 
callingk^'^Sp  that,  I  fay,  God'5  remnant,  they  are  a  holy  rem- 
nant. 

5.  The  Aumbcr  of  this  remnant  is  but  fmall ;  there  are  but 
%few  names  in  Sardis,  that  have  not  defiled  their  garments, 
Chrift's  flock  15  but  a  little  flock.     It  is  indeed  a  great  flock, 
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and  aa  innumerable   multitude,  abftra6llj  conlidered:   but 

confidered  comparativelj,  or  when  laid  in  the  balance  with  the 

droves  and  piultitudes  of  the  wicked,  it  is  but  a  little  flock^ 

and  a  fmall  remnant.     They  are  few  that  are  eleded  5  "  for 

many  are  called,  but  few, are  chofen  :"  they  are  few  that  are 

redeemed ;  it  is  only  God's  eleft   that  are  **  bought  with  a 

^rice  :*'  they  are  few  that  are  efFed:ually  called ;  for  **  to 

-whom  is  the  arm  of  the  Lord  revealed  ?"  few  that  hold  out 

in  the  time  of  temptation ;  but  fe\)en  thoufand  among  all 

tte  thoufands  of  Ifrael  "  that  have  not  bowed  the  knee  to 

Baal." 

6.  Although  they  be  but  few,  yet  in  the  worft  of  times 
God  has  always'  fome  of  this  remnant,  who  cleave  to  him 
and  hi^  way,  even  when  all  about  them  are  corrupting  their 
"Ways.  He  had  a  Lot  in  Sodom,  whofe  righteous  foul  was 
vexed  with  the  abominations  of  the  place  j  he  has  a  remnant 
of  mourners  in  Jerufalem,  when  the  whole  city  was  defiled  with 
wickednefs  5  he  has  his  two  witnejjes  to  bear  teftimony  unto 
bis  truths,  when  "  the  whole  world  is  wondering  after  the 
beaft,*'  and  over-run  with  Antichriftian  darknefs  and  idolatry. 

7.  Lajily^  God  has  a  fpecial  eye  of  favour  and  kindnefs  on 
this  remnant,  in  a  finful  and  declining  time.  He  has  *^  a 
mark  fet  upon  the  men  that  figh  and  cry  for  the  abominations 
in  Jerufalem  ;  his  eyes  run  to  and  fro  throughout  the  whole 
earth,  to  flicw  himfelf  ftrong  in  the  behalf  of  them  whofe 
heart  is  perfed  towards  him,"  &c.     But  this  leads  me  tp, 

II.  The  fecond  thing  propofed,  which  was  to  (hew,  that 
Chrifi  has  a  high  value  for  this  remnant.  They  are  the  wor- 
thies of  the  world  in  his  efteem,  however  they  be  difefteemcd 
and  undervalued  by  the  world.  This  will  appear  from  thefe 
following  confiderations. 

I.  Confider  what  an  account  he  makes  of  them,  when 
compared  with  the  reft  of  the  world.  He  values  them  fo 
highly^  that  he  will  give  whole  nations  and  kingdoms  of  the 
wicked  for  their  ranfom :  Ifa.  xliii.  4.  **  Ever  fince  thou 
waft  precious  in  my  fight  thou  haft  been  honourable,  and  I 
have  loved  thee  ;  and  I  gave  men  for  thee,"  &c. ;  that  is,  he 
will  facrifice  whole  nations  and  kingdoms  of  wicked  men, 
before  he  be  bereft  of  his  little  remnant.  The  fcriptures  are 
very  full  to  this  purpofe  His  remnant  is  the  gold,  the  reft 
of  the  world  are  but  drofs :  *^  Thou  putteft  away  all  the 
wicked  of  the  earth  like  drofs,''  Pfal.  cxix.  119. :  but  "  the 
precious  fons  of  Zion  are  comparable  to  fine  gold,"  Lam.  iv^ 
2.  ;  not  only  gold,  but  fine  gold,  polilhed  by  the  hand  of  the 
Spirit.     Again,  his  little  remnant  is  the  wheat,  but  the  reft 
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of  the  world  are  the  chaff;  and  "  what  is  the  chaff  to  the  ^ 
wheat  faith  the  Lord  ?"  When  he  *'  comes  with  his  fan  in 
his  hand,  he  will  gather  his  wheat  into  his  garner ;  but  the 
chaff  he  will  bum  up  with  fire  that  is  unquenchable,"  M atth. 
iii.  12.  His  little  remnant  is  the  good  corn,  but  the  wicked 
are  the  tares ;  and  he  will  fay  to  his  reapers  at  the  laft  judge- 
ment, "  Gather  the  tares  together,  and  bind  them  in  bundles 
to  burn  them  ;'*  but,  "  Gather  the  good  corn  into  my  barn." 
His  remnant  are  his  flieep,  but  the  reft  are  the  goats  ;  and  he 
will  fay  to  the  flieep  on  his  right-hand,  "  Come  ye  bleffed  -" 
but  to  the  goats  he  will  fay,  "  Depart  ye  curfed.'*  His  rem- 
nant are  his  veffels  of  honour,  whom  he  fets  by  as  plenifliing 
to  garnifli  "  the  houfe  not  made  with  hands  ;"  but  the  wick- 
ed are  veffels  of  wrath,  whom  he  «*  will  break  in  pieces  as  a 
potter's  veffel,"  and  caft  into  the  furnace  of  his  anger.  Thus, 
I  fay,  that  tiiey  ^re  worthy  in  his  efteem,  is  evident  from  the 
account  he  makes  of  them,  when  laid  in  the  balance  with 
others. 

2.  That  this  little  remnant  are  worthy  on  Chrift's  account, 
will  appear,  if  we  confider  the  names  and  compellations  thatf 
he  gives  them.  He  fometimes  calls  them  his  love^  his  dove^ 
his  undeJiUdy  his  Heph%ihahj  his  Beulah^  his  JedidiaFs^  the 
very  darlings  of  his  heart.  He  calls  them  fometimes  his 
jewels :  Mai.  iii.  17.  "  They  fliall  be  mine,  faith  the  Lord,  ia 
the  day  that  I  make  up  my  jewels  ;  and  I  will  ^pare  them  as 
a  man  fpareth  his  own  fon  that  ferveth  him."  He  calls 
them  the  very  apple  of  his  eye,  the  moft  tender  part  of  the 
body :  and  the  eye-lid  of  bis  fpecial  providence  doth  cover 
them.  Yea,  fuch  is  the  value  that  he  has  for  them,  that  he 
calls  them  himfelf,  and  fpeaks  of  them  as  if  he  and  they  were 
but  one :  "  Saul,  Saul  (fays  the  Lord)  ,why  perfecuteft  thou 
me  ?'* 

3.  Confider  the  endeared  relations  they  ftand  under  unto 
him  ;  and  from  thence  you  will  fee,  that  they  cannot  but  be 
worthy  in  his  efteem.  There  is  a  legal,  a  moral,  and  a  myfti- 
cal  union  between  him  and  them.  He  is  their  Head,  and 
they  are  his  members  ;  he  is  the  Root,  and  they  are  the 
branches  that  grow  upon  him ;  he  is  the  Hufband,  and  they 
are  his  fpoufe  and  bride  ;  "  Thy  Maker  is  thy  hufband  ;"  he 

•  is  their  Father,  and  they  are  his  children  ;  he  is  their  Elder 
Brother,  and  they  are  his  younger  brethren ;  he  is  Heir  of  all 
things,  and  he  makes  them  joint-heirs  with  himfelf  of  his 
heavenly  kingdom ;  he  is  their  Advocate,  and  they  are  his 
clients ;  he  is  their  King,  and  they  are  his  fubjedls. 

4.  They  cannot  be  but  worthy  in  his  efteem,  if  ye  confider 
how  much  he  values  not  only  their  perfons,  but  whatever 
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pertains  unto  them.  He  values  their  names  ;  /  have  a  Jew 
names  in  Sardis  ;  he  keeps  them  among  the  records  of  heaven, 
and  has  them  "  written  in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life."  He  va- 
lues their  prayers :  Cant.  ii.  14.  **  O  my  dove  that  art  in  the 
clefts  of  the  rock,  let  me  hear  thy  voice  for  it  is  fvveet."  The 
prayers  of  the  wicked  are  like  the  howling  of  dogs  to  him  ; 
but  the  prayers  of  the  upright  remnant  are  his  delight.  He 
values  their  tears,  and  **  puts  them  into  his  bottle ;"  he,  as  it 
were,  gathers  every  drop  from  their  eyes :  **  I  have  heard 
thy  prayers,  I  have  feen  thy  tears,"  faith  the  Lord  to  Heze- 
kiah.  He  values  their  blood:  Pfal.  cxvi.  15.  "  Precious  in 
the  fight  of  the  Lord,  is  the  death  of  his  faints  :  and  they  that 
flied  their  blood,  he  will  give  them  blood  to  drink." 

5.  Lqftly^  That  they  are  worthy  in  his  efteem,  appears 
from  what  he  does  for  thenv  He  remembered  them  in  their 
low  eftate,  and  fet  his  love  on  them  when  they  were  wallow- 
ing in  their  blood.  He  has  loved  them  with  an  everlafting. 
love,  an  unalterable  love,  with  an  ardent  love ;  his  love  to 
them  **  is  ftrong  as  death  :  he  has  redeemed  them  with  his 
blood ;  for  we  are  not  redeemed  by  corruptible  things,  fuch 
as  filver  and  gold,"  &c.  "  He  hath  loved  us  and  wafhed  us 
with  his  own  blood,"  Rev.  i.  5.  He  confers  many  excellent 
privileges  upon  them.  They  have  an  excellent  pardon,  it 
being  full,  final,  and  irrevocable,  Heb.  viii.  12.  They  have 
an  excellent  peace,  "  which  pafles  all  underftanding ;"  an  ex- 
cellent joy,  being  "  unfpeakable,  and  full  of  glory  ;"  excellent 
food,  they  "  eat  of  the  hidden  manna ;"  have  accefs  to  an  ex- 
cellent throne  "  with  boldnefs,"  Heb.  iv.  16.  They  have 
excellent  communion,  even  "  fellowfliip  with  the  Father,  and 
with  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift."  They  have  the  interpofition  of 
an  excellent  Mediator,  even  Jefus  the  Mediator  of  the  new 
covenant.  They  have  an  excellent  guard  attending  them  ; 
they  are  guarded  with  the  divine  attributes,  even  "  as  the 
mountains  are  about  Jerufalem  5"  guarded  with  the  "  twenty 
thoufand  chariots  of  angels,"  Mahanaim,  **  the  two  hofl:s  of 
God."  They  have  an  excellent  ftore-houfe,  even  the  "  whole 
fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  dwelling  bodily  in  Chrift.  They  are 
clothed  with  excellent  robes,  even  *^  the  garments  of  falvation, 
and  robes  of  righteoufnefs."  Tliey  are  **  heirs  of  an  ever- 
lafting inheritance,  that  is  incorruptible  and  undefiled ;  yea, 
heirs  with  God,  and  joint-heirs  with  Jefus  Chrift.  And, 
to  crown  all,  they  have  excellent  fecurity  for  all  this  ;  the 
word  of  God,  his  covenant,  his  oath,  his  blood,  and  the  ear- 
neft  of  his  Spirit.  From  all  which  it  appears,  what  an  high 
value  he  has  for  them,  and  how  worthy  they  axe  in  his  count 
and  reckoning. 
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II F.  The  'third  thing  propofed  was,  to  inquire  into  what  is 
imported  in  tie  remnant  their  keeping  their  garments  clean. 
And, 

1.  It  imports,  that  God's  remnant  are  clothed,*  or,  that 
they  have  garments  given  them :  they  are  not  naked  like  the 
reft  of  the  world.  And  there  is  a  two-fold  garment  where- 
with God's  remnant  are  arrayed,  viz.  a  garment  of  imputed 
righteoufnefs,  and  a  garment  of  inherent  holinefs.  By  the 
firil,  all  their  iniquities  are  covered,  and  they  fcreened  from 
the  curfe  asd  condemnation  of  the  law,  and  the  ftroke  of  aven- 
ging juftice.  By  the  laft,  viz.  the  garment  of  inherent  holi- 
nefs, their  fouls  are  beautified  and  adorned,  the  image  of  God 
reftored,  and  they,  like  ^  the  King's  daughter,  made  all  glo- 
rious within."  And  it  is  the  laft  of  thefe  that  is  here  princi- 
pally intended.  , 

2.  It  imports,  that  the  garment  which  God  gives  his  rem- 
nant is  a  pure  and  a  cleanly  robe  ;  and  therefore  called  white 
raiment.  Rev.  iii.  l8.  and  Jine  linen^  chap.  xix.  8.  Speaking 
of  the  bride,  the  Lamb's  wife,  it  is  faid,  that  "  to  her  was 
granted,  that  flie  ftiould  be  arrayed  in  fine  linen,  pure  and 
white  :  for  the  fine  linen  is  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  faints. 
So  that  ye  fee  white  is  the  livery  wherewith  Chrift  clothes  his 
little  remnant :  and,  Rev.  vii.  9.  they  are  faid  to  be  "  clothed, 
with  white  robes." 

3.  That  fin  is  of  a  defiling  and  polluting  nature.  As  mire 
and  filth  defile  our  garments,  fo  doth  fin  defile  and  pollute 
our  fouls,  and  render  us  vile  and  lothefome  in  the  fight  of 
God.  Hence  it  is  commonly  called  uncleannefs ;  Zech.  xiii. 
I.  **  There  is  a  fountain  opened  to  the  houfe  of  David,  for  to 
take  away  fin  and  uncleannefs."  It  is  the  abominable  thing 
which  God's  foul  doth  hate,  and  is  more  lothefome  in  his 
fight,  than  the  moft  dcteftable  things  in  nature  are  unto  us. 

4.  That  it  may  be  the  lot  of  the  Lord's  people  to  live  and 
walk  among  a  people,  the  generality  of  whom  are  polluting 
and  defiling  themfelves  ;  for  this  is  the  commendation  of  the 
remnant  here,  that  though  the  body  of  this  church  was  cor- 
rupted, yet  they  had  not  gone  along  with  them.  Thus  it 
fared  with  Noah  in  the  old  world,  and  with  Lot  in  Sodom  ; 
and  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  chap,  vi  he  cries  out,  "  I  dwell  in  the 
midft  of  a  people  of  polluted  lips." 

5.  That  even  God's  remnant  are  not  without  danger  of  de- 
filing themfelves  with  the  fins  and  defeftions  of  their  day* 
Sin  comes  gilded  with  fuch  fair  and  plaufible  pretences,  and 
backed  with  fuch  powerful  motives  and  arguments," that  even 
fome  of  God's  own  remnant  are  not  only  in  danger,  but  fome 
of  them  may  be  adlually  enfnared  and  defiled  therewitl^j  and, 
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no  doubt/  fome  that  had  the  root  of  the  matter  in  Sardis » 
were  tainted  with  the  corruptions  of  that  church  -,  as  I  doub^ 
not  but  man  J  in  our  own  church,  who  have  made  very  wide 
iteps,  are  notwithftanding  dear  and  near  unto  God. 

6.  That  foul  garments  are  very  unbecoming  and'unfuitable 
unto  God's  remnant ;  for  they  that  "  name  the  name  of  Chrift, 
and  profefs  to  be  his  friends  and  favourers,  are  hoand  to  depart 
from  iniquity/'  It  brings  up  a  reproach  on  religion,  and 
makes  the  name  of  God  to  be  blafphemed,  when  any  of 
Xj>od*s  remnant  make  a  wrong  ftep :  as  you  fee  in  the  c»fe  of  • 
David  ;  his  murder  and  adultery  opened  the  mputhg  of  the 
wicked  in  his  day,  and  made  the  enemy  to  blafpheme.  And  I 
am  fure  it  cannot  but  be  bitter  to  any  that  belong  to  God, 
when,  through  their  untendernefs,  the  way  of  God  is  evil 
fpoken  of. 

7«  A  careful  ftudy  of  univerfal  obedience  unto  all  known 
and  commandej^  duties.  God's  remnant  are  of  David's  mind 
artd  principle,  they  **  have  a  refpeijT  to  all  God's  command** 
ments  j"  his  law  is  the  rule  and  ft^ndard  of  their  walk  j  it  is 
^*  a  light  unto  their  feet,  and  a  lamp  unto  their  p^ths :"  and 
they  are  always  breathing  after^  more  and  more  conformity 
thereunto,  faying,  with  David,  *'  O  that  TPy  ways  were  di- 
rected to  keep  thy  ftatutes  I"  They  ftudy  to  have  a  gofpel- 
adorning  converfation,  and  that  **  their  light  may  fo  fliinebc'. 
fore  men,  that  others,  feeing  their  good  works,  may  glorify 
Jhair  Father  which  is  in  heaven." 

8.  A  holy  caution  and  tendcniefs  in  guarding  againft  $11 
fin,  efpecially  the  prevailing  fins  of  the  day  and  generation 
wherein  they  live.  They  will  not  "  walk  according  to  the 
courfb  of  the  world,  hut  they  are  transformed  in  the  renew. 
ing  of  their  miads ;"  they  keep  at  a  diftance  from  common 
defedions,  errors  in  dodrine,  profanity  in  pradice,  and  in- 
novations in  the  worihip  of  Gqd ;  they  will  not  fo  much  as 
give  their  confent  unto  thefe  abominations,  but  endeavour,  ia 
their  ftation,  to  oppofe  them,  and  give  the^^  honeft  teftimony 
againft  them.  Keeping  of  the  garments  ^/eoH,  in  a-  declining 
time,  implies  a  fteady  adherence  unto  the  truths,  laws,  and 
ordinances,  of  Chrift,  and  the  government  that  he  has  ap- 
pointed in  his  houfe.  Hence  they  are  faid  to  **  keep  the 
word  of  his  patience."  They  will  npt  fell  one  hoof  of  diviiic 
truth,  no,  not  though  it  fliouid  coft  them  the  warmeft  blood 
of  their  heart;  they  will  buy  the  truth  at  any  rate,  but  fell 
it  at  no  rate.  It  implies,  that  they  have  fiipplics  of  cove- 
nanted ftrength  given  them,  to  uphold  and  keep  them  from 
defiling  their  garments :  for  they  are  not  able  to  keep  them- 
selves J  no,  ^«  the  way  of  man  is  not  in  bii^fc^t  T  ^^^  ^^  **  ^^^ 
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Lord  that  keepeth  the  feet  of  his  faints,"  when  '*  the  wicked  . 
Ihall  be  filent  in  darknefs ;"  yea,  "  they  are  kept  by  the 
power  of  God,  through  faith  unto  falvation,^'  i  Pet.  i.  5.  : 
which  implies,  a  keeping  theni  as  in  a  garrifon  :  **  The  Lord 
Jehovah  is  their  ftrength,"  and  the  munitions  of  rocks  round 
about  them. 

9.  LaJlly^Yx.  imports  the  mortification  of  fin  in  the  root  and 
fruit  of  it,  together  with  a  holy  care  to  have  grace  improved 
and  exercifed,  till  it  be  crowned  with  glory ;  for  "  he  that 
hath  this  hope  in  him  purifieth  himfelf,"  &c.  And  thus  ye 
fee  what  is  imported  in  keeping  of  the  garments  clean. 

IV.  The  fourth  thing  propofed,  was,  to  inquire  a  little 
into  the  import  of  the  confolatory  promife  made  unto  the  rem^ 
nant  that  keep  their  garments  cleany  l^hey  Jhall  walk  with 
me  in  white y  faith  the  Lord ;  that  is,  as  I  told  you  in  the  ex- 
.  plication  of  the  words,  "  they  fliall  be  admitted  to  fiiare  of 
my  glory  at  death  and  judgement.'*  But  I  fliall  endeavour 
more  particularly  to  inquire  into  the  import  of  this  projmife. 
And,  I.  What  is  imported  in  walking  with  Chrift  ?  And, 
3.  What  in  walking  with  him  in  white  ? 

Firjly  What  is  imported  in  walking  with  him  ? 

1.  It  neceflarily  fuppofes  the  foul's  fubfiftence  in  a  feparate 
ftate,  or  after  its  feparation  from  the  body,  otherwife  it  could 
not  be  faid  to  walk  with  him.  This  is  one  of  the  fundamental 
truths  of  our  religion,  which  Chrift  himfelf  proved  and 
maintained  agai;ift  the  Sadducees,  from  that  fcripture,  ^*  I 
am  the  God  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob ;  God  is  not  (fays 
he)  the  God  of  the  dead,  but  of  the  living."  No  fooner  are 
the  fouls  of  God's  remnant  divorced  from  their  bodies,  but, 
by  the  miniftry  of  angels,  they  are  carried  into  Abraham's  bor 
fom. 

2.  Their  walking  with  Chrift,  not  only  fuppofes  the  foul's 
cxiftence  in  a  feparate  ftate,  but  alfo  its  aftivity,  for  it  walks 
with  Chrift.  The  fpirits  of  jnft  men,  upon  their  feparation 
from  the  body,  are  made  perfe^,  and  fo  perfeft,  **  as  they  ferve 
him  day  and  hight  in  his  holy  temple,"  with  infinitely  more 
activity  and  livelinefs,  than  when. they  were  coopt  up  in  the 
prifon  of  the  body ;  which,  in  this  ftate  of  fin  and  imperfec- 
tion, is  a  dead  weight,  as  it  were,  upon  the  foul,  ia  the  fer- 
vice  of  God. 

3.  Tiieir  walking  with  Chrift,  implies,  perfeft  peace  and 
agreement  between  Chrift  and  them  ;  for  how  can  two  walk 
together,  except  they  be  agreed  ?  The  Lord's  people,  while 
here,  are  many  times  under  the  aftrightning  apprehenfions  of 
Jjis  anger  and  difpleafure,  which  makes  them  cry  out  with 
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David,  Pfal. Ixxvii.  9.  **  Hath  God  forgotten  to  be  gracious? 
hath  he  in  anger  fhut  up  his  tender  mercies  ?  Selah  "  But 
there  will  be  no  fuch  complaint  in  heaven  :  no,  no  ;  there  will 
not  be  the  leaft  grudge  in  his  heart,  or  frown  in  his  counte- 
nance, through  eternitjit;  nothing  but  a  perpetnal  fmile  of  his 
reconciled  countenance. 

4.  It  implies,  intimac7 :  which  is  more  than  agreement ; 
for  there  may  be  a  good  underftanding  where  there  is  little 
intinacy  and  familiarity.  But  the  faints  in  glory  fliall  walk 
with  Chrijl ;  that  is,  he  and  they  will  be  very  intimate  pne 
with  another.  This  intimacy  is  begun  on  earth  ;  for  fome- 
times,  even  in  the  wildernefs,  he  brings  them  into  the  cham- 
ber of  prefence,  and  allows  them  fweet  fellowfhip  with  him- 
felf ;  fometimes  they  "  fit  down  under  his  fliadow  with  gwat 
delight."  But  this  intimate  fellowfhip  fliall  be  confummated 
and  completed  in  heaven,  where  all  vails  fliall  be  rent,  and 
all  clouds  fliall  be  for  ever  difpelled,  and  nothing  fliall  remaia 
to  interrupt  the  blefled  familiarity  betwixt  him  and  them : 
then  that  word  fliall  be  fully  accompUflied,  Johnxvii.  23.  "  I 
in  them,  dnd  thou  in  me,  that  they  may  be  made  perfe£l  in 
one." 

5.  It  implies,  that  they  fliall  be  in  the  prefence  of  Chrifl : 
and  this  is  an  addition  to  intimacy  -,  for  two  intimate  friends 
may  be  at  a  diftance  one  froui  another.  The  Lord's  people, 
while  in  the  body,  are  faid  to  be  **  abfent  from  the  Lord.'* 
But  then  they  fliall  be  at  home  ;  he  and  they  fliall  dwell  to- 
gether through  eternity,  ir>  the  manfions  of  glory>  the  houfe 
not  made  with  hands."  So  much  Chrifl;  tells  his  difciples, 
John  xii.  26.  "  Where  I  am,  there  fliall  alfo  my  fervants  be." 
And,  John  xiv.  3.  "  I  will  come  again,  and  receive  you  unto 
my  felf,  that  where  I  am,  there  ye  may  be  alfo." 

6.  It  implies,  that  they  fliall  be  privileged  with  the  fight  of 
Chrifl  ;  for  two  cannot  well  walk  together  without  feeing  one 
another.  Then  they  fliall  fee  the  man  Chrift  **  exalted  at  hi* 
Father's  right-hand,  far  above  all  principalities  and  powers, 
and  every  name  that  is  named,  not  only  in  this  world,  but  aL- 
io  in  that  which  is  to  come."  This  is  a  privilege  infured 
unto  the  little  remnant  by  Chrift's  own  prayer,  John  xvii.  24, 
**  Father,  I  will  that  thefe  whom  thou  haft,  given  me,  may  be 
with  me  where  I  am,  that  they  may  behold  my  glory  which 
thou  haft  given  me."  O  how  ravifhing  a  fight  will  this  be,  to 
behold  the  glory  of  Chrift  in  heaven  !  When  he  was  tranf- 
figured  upon  mount  Tabor,  "  his  face  did  fliine  as  the  fun, 
andhis  raiment  was  white  as  the  light:'*  What  wilj  he  be 
on  mount  Zion  above,  when  he  Ihall  be  feen  with  all  his  rojjcs 
"ci  glory,  and  all  his  heavenly  retinue  attendii^g  hicn? 
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7.  Hheyjkali  walk  with  me.  It  implies,  full  pleafure,  fa- 
tisfaftion,  and  complacency  ;  for  walking  is  an  ad  of  recrea- 
tion. Heaven  is  a  place  of  joy  and  pleafure,  Pfal*  xvi.  11. 
"  In  thy  prefence  there  is  fulnefs  of  joy,  at  thy  right-hand 
there  are  ple^fures  for  evermore,"  Then  the  joy  of  the  Lord 
ihall  not  only  enter  into  them,  but  they  fttall  enter  into  the. 
joy  of  their  Lord  :  "  The  ranfomed  of  the  Lord  Ihall  come 
to  Zion  with  fongs,  and  everlafting  joy  upon  their  heads." 
Secondly y  What  is  imported  in  walking  with  him  in  white  f 
Anf,\^  That  then  all  their  black  and  bfggarly  girtncnts 
ihall  be  laid  afide.  A  body  of  fin  and  death  fball  not  then 
moleft  them ;  they  (hall  not  any  more  complain  of  the  errors 
of  their  hearts,  or  the  iniquity  of  their  heels  :  no,  they  (hall 
be  ^'  prefented  without  fpot  or  wrinkle,''  or  any  fuch  thing. 

2.  White  is  a  badge  of  purity  and  innocency  :  "They  Jhall 
walk  with  me  in  white  ;  that  is,  they  fiiall  not  only  lay  afide 
their  beggarly  garments,  but  they  fliall  be  "  clothed  witli 
charige  df  raiment.'*  PerfeiS:  holinefs  ihall  then  be  their  or- 
rtariient :  "  They  ihall  be  brought  unto  the  King  in  raiment  of 
Aeedle-work  5*'  and,  like  the  King's  daughter,  "  they  fhall  be 
all-glorious  within  :''  they  who  had  "  lain  among  the  pots, 
fliaU  become  like  the  wings  of  a  dove,  covered  with'  filver, 
and  her  teathers  witli  yellow  gold  ;"  yea,'  they  ihall  "  ihine 
fbrth  like  the  fun  in  the  kingdoia  of  their  Father." 

3.  White  is  a  badge  of  viftory,  as  we  told  you  in  the  ex- 
plication of  the  words,  Rev.  vii.  9.  ;  the  triumphant  compsu- 
ny  there,  ^  of  all  nations,  tongues,  and  kindreds,  iland  be- 
fore the  throne,  and  before  the  Lamb,  clothed  with  white 
robes,  and  palms  in  their  hands,"  as  a  fign  of  tlieir  com- 
plete viClory  over  all  their  enemies,  whether  outward  or  in- 
ward. Sin  is  an  enemy  that  the  believer  has  many  a  hot 
c0n"fll£l  with,  while  here  ;  but  in  heaven,  "  the  inhabitants 
are  all  forgiven  their  iniquities  ;"  there  is  no  more  fin.  Rev* 
xxii.  As  for  Satan,  that  grand  enemy,  that  went  about  like 
a  roarirtg  lion,  feeking  to  devour  them,  they  fiiall  then  tread 
him  under  their  feet :  "  Know  ye  not  that  the  faints  (hall  jud^ 
angels?"  faith  the  apoftle.  And  as  for  the  world,  they  ihall  ne- 
ver any  more  be  enfnared  either  with  its  frowns  or  flatteries. 

4.  White  is  a  badge  of  honour.  The  Romans  clothed  their 
hobility  ift  white,  as  ye  heard.  O  what  honour  is  referved  for 
the  faints  of  God,  his  little  remnant  \  They  fliall  l^e  honoured 
wtfh  a  place  among  them  that  (land  by  in  the  new  Jerufalem  ; 
yiSfe',  th^y  ihall  be  honoured  with  the  white  Jione  and  tlie  new 
rtHfire  ;  they  ihall  fit  with  Chtiil  upon  his  throne.  Rev.  iii.  21. 
They  fhall  be  honoured  with  a  crown  of  burnilhed  glory : 
*'  When  the  chief  Shepherd  fhall  appear,  wc  fhall  receive  a 
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crown  of  glory^  which  fadeth  not  away/'  They  {hall  be  ho*^ 
Doured  with  a  kingdom  :  ^'  I  appoint  iinto  you  a  kingdom ^ 
as  my  Father  hath  appointed  unto  me.'*  They  fliall  be  ho»» 
itoured  to  be  afifeflbrs  with  Chrift  at  the  laft  judgement : 
"  Know  ye  not  that  the  faints  fliall  judge  the  world?"  they 
will  applaud  the  Judge  in  all  his  procedings,  and  cry,  "  True 
and  righteous  are  thy  judgements.  Lord  God  Almighty  ;*' 
then  that  paiTage  wi}i  be  fully  accompliibedy  Pfal.  cxlix.  5. — 9. 
**  Let  the  faints  be  joyful  in  glory  \  let  them  fiug  aloud  upon 
their  beds.  Let  the  high  praifes  of  God  be  in  their  mouth, 
and  a  two-edged  fword  in  their  hand,  to  execute  vengeance 
upon  the  heathen,  and  puniflinnents  upon  the  people ;  to  bind 
their  kings  with  chains,  andv  their  nobles  with  fetters  of  iron  ; 
to  execute  upon  tbem  the  judgement  written.  This  honour 
have  all  his  faints.     Praife  ye  the  Lord." 

y.  White  was  a  garment  appointed  for  the  priefls  under 
the  law^  when  they  were  to  minifter  about  holy  things.  The 
faints  of  God  are  all  priefts.  Rev.  i.  5.6.  "  Uuto  him  that 
loved  us,  and  hath  made  us  kings  and  prieils  unto  God." 
And  as  prieils  in  the  heavenly  temple,  their  continual  work 
fliall  be,  to  offer  up  eternal  facriiiccs  of  praife  unto  God  and 
the  Lamb.  There  every  bird  in  every  bufli  fliall  fing,  and 
fay,  ^'  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  flain,  and  hath  redeem- 
ed us  unto  God  by  his  blood.  Salvation  to  our  God,  which 
litteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever." 

6.  We  find  the  angels  frequently  appearing  in  white.  A£ts 
i.  10.  whiie  the  difciples  are  looking  towards  heaven  after 
their  exalted  Lord,  "  behold  two  men  (that  is,  two  angels  in 
the  form  of  men)  flood  by  them  in  white  apparel."  So 
the  (mnts  Jbali  walk  with  ChriJL  in  white  ;  tliey  flidl  be  like 
the  angels  of  heaven  :  Matth.  xxii.  30.  *Mii  the  refurredion, 
they  are  as  the  angels  of  God  in  heaven."  The  original  word 
iignifies,  they  fliall  be  equal  to  angelsy  or  angels  mates.  Like 
angels,  they  fliall  not  be  liable  to  hunger,  thirit,  wearinefs,  or 
fuch  like  bodily  infirmities.  The  aiigels  are  faid  to  "  behold 
the  face  of  God  in  heaven  ;"  fo  fliall  ye  who  are  God's  little 
remnant :  **  Now  ye  fee  darkly,  as  through  a  glafs  ;  but  thea 
ye  fliall  fee  face  to  faoe."  The  angels  ferve  God  with  the 
greateft  voluiitarinefs  and  freedom,  W'ith  the  greateft  adivity 
and  nimblenefs  5  for  **  he  maketh  his  angels  fpirits,  and  his 
minitters  a  flame  of  fire  ;"  fo  fliall  the  faints  in  glory  ;  they 
fliall  do  the  will  of  God,  as  it  is  done  by  the  angels  in  heaven. 

7.  We  find  Ghriii  fometimes  appearing  iii  white,  partipu- 
latly  at  his  transfiguration  :  "  His  countenance  did  fliine  as  tlie 
fun,  and  his  raiment  was  white  as  the  light."  And  fo  it  may  im- 
port this  much,  thej  Jhail w(j^  with  me  in  whites  that  is,  there 
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they  that  walk  with  Chrifi  here,  fliall  partake  of  his  glory 
hereafter :  "  Godlinefs  ffaith  the  apoftle)  is  great  gain,  ha- 
ving the  promife  of  the  life  that  now  is,  and  of  that  which  is 
to  come."  Religion  carries  a  reward  in  its  bofom,  befide  the 
reward  that  is  prepared  for  the  faints  in  the  life  to  Come.  *^  In 
keeping  of  thj  commandments  (fays  David)  there  is  a  great 
reward.  O  how  great  is  the  goodnefs  thou  haft  laid  up  for 
them  that  fear  thee  !**  &c.  «  Eye  hath  not  feen,  nor  ear 
heard,  neither  have  entered  Into  the  heart  of  man,  the  things 
which  God  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  him,"  i  Cor. 
ii.9. 

3.  We  may  fee,  th§t  gofpel-purity  and  holinefs  is  not  fuch 
a  common  thing  as  the  world  apprehend ;  for  there  are  but 
a  few  names ^  few  perfons  that  are  helped  to  keep  their  gar^ 
ments  clean.  My  friends,  beware  of  taking  every  thing  for 
holinefs  that  has  the  fliadow  and  appearance  of  it.  Some  are 
ready  to  think,  that  their  garments  are  clean  enough,  if  they 
keep  free  of  grofs  fcandalous  outbreakings,  fuch  as  lying, 
fwearing,  ftealing,  uncleannefs,  and  the  like  ;  but  the  proud  , 
Pharifee  came  this  length,  who  faid,  **  God,  I  thank  thee, 
I  am  not  as  other  men ;  I  am  no  extortioner,  adulterer,  or 
injurious  perfon,"  &c.  Some  think  their  garments  clean,  if 
tbey  be  moral  in  their  walk,  juft  in  their  dealings  between 
man  and  man.  I  wifli  indeed  there  were  more  morality  a- 
mong  thcfe  that  profefs  the  name  of  Chrift.  But,  O  Sirs, 
mere  morality,  in  the  higheft  degree  now  attainable,  cgmes 
infinitely  fhort  of  the  nature  of  true  holinefs  ;  it  is  quite  an- 
other thing  :  and  to  put  morality  in  the  room  of  gofpel-holi- 
nefs,  is  in  effeft  to  renounce  Chrift  and  the  covenant  of  grace, 
and  to  run  back  to  Adam's  covenant  for  life  and  falvation. 
Some  think  their  garments  clean  enough,  becaufe  of  fome 
perfonal  reformation  that  they  have  made  in  their  outward 
walk  J  they  have  left  off  lying,  fwearing,  drunkennefs,  un- 
cleannefs, and  the  like.  But  this  will  not  amount  to  true  ho- 
linefs. Herod  reformed  his  life,  and  did  many,  things  through 
the  miniftry  of  John  the  baptift,  and  yet  beheaded  him  at 
laft.  Some  reckon  upon  their  diligence  in  the  outward  du- 
ties of  religion  ;  they  read,  hear,  pray,  communicate,  and 
run  the  round  of  outward  performances,  and  thereupon  con- 
clude, that  they  are  holy  perfons.,  But  who  more  diligent  in 
the  externals  of  religion  than  the  Pharifees,  who  "  fafted 
twice  a  week^  and  gave  tithes  of  all  that  they  pofTefled  ?"  and 
yet  Chrift  tells  us,  that  "  except  our  vighteoufnefs  exceed  the 
righteoufnefs.of  the  fcribes  and  Pharifees,  we  cannot  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  heavenw*'  So  that,  I  fay,  gofpel-holinefs 
15  tio  common  thing. 
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4.  See  hence,  that  the  divlfion  of  mankind,  and  particularly  of 
thefe  that  live  in  the  vifible  church,  between  Chrift  and  the 
devil,  is  very  unequal  as  to  the  number  ;  for  th^  greateft  part, 
even  of  the  vifible  church,  go  to  the  devil's  fhare,  for  there 
are  hut  a  few  names  in  Sardis  that  do  not  defile  their  garments. 
Chrift's  flock  is  a  little  flock :  **  I  will  take  them  one  of  a 
city,  and  two  of  a  family,"  or  tribe,' "  and^bring  themjto  Zion." 
It  is  true,  they  will  be  a  great  company,  and  make  a  good- 
ly appearance,  when  they  fhall  be  gathered  by  the  angels  from 
the  four  winds  of  heaven  ;  but  yet  they  are  only  like  the 
gleanings  after  the  vintage,  in  comparifon  of  the  vaft  multi- 
tudes of  mankind  that  run  in  the  broad  way  to  deftniftion. 

5.  See  hence  what  it  is  that  fweetens  the  pale  countenance 
of  the  king  of  terrors  to  believers ;  it  is  this,  they  fee  that 
upon  the  back  of  death,  they  will  be  admitted  to  walk  with 
Chrijl  in  white.  This  made  the  apoftle  to  long  fo  vehe- 
mently for  his  diflblution,  faying,  "  I  have  a  defire  to  depart, 
and  to  be  with  Chrift."  Faith's  views  and  profpeft  of  this 
makes  the  believer  to  triumph  over  death,  as  a  vanquiflied 
and  flain  enemy,  faying,  **  O  death  !  where  is  thy  fting  ? 
O  grave  !   where  is  thy  viftory  ? 

6.  See  hence  what  they  may  expedl  upon  the  back  of  death, 
who  habitually  wallow  in  the  puddle  of  fin.  It  is  only  they 
that  have  clean  gar  ments^  th^X  Jhall  walk  with  Chrift  in  glory; 
and  therefore  it  inevitably  follows,  that  the  gates  of  glory 
fhall  be  fhut  upon  you :  Rev.  xxi.  27.  '^  There  fhall  in  no- 
wife  enter  into  it  any  thing  that  defileth,  neither  whatfoever 
worketh  abomination  or  maketh  a  lie.'*  And  ver.  8.  "  The 
fearful  and  unbelieving,  and  the  abominable,  and  murderers, 
and  whoremongers,  and  fprcerers,  and  idolaters,  and  all  liars, 
fhall  have  their  part  in  the  lake  \vhich  burneth.with  fire  and 
brimftone."  O  Sirs  !  ye  that  live  and  die  in  this  condition, 
with  the  guilt  and  filth  of  fin  lying  on  your  confciences,  ye 
will  find  a  fting  in  deatli  which  will  ftick  in  your  fouls 
through  eternity :  for  it  i^  only  God's  little  remnant;,  *'  whofe 
garments  are  waflied  anr^  made  white  in  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb,"  that  fliall  triumph  with  him  in  glory;  while  ye  that 
wallow  in  fin  now,  fliall  be  found  weltering  in  the  flames  of 
Tophet. 

7.  See  hence,  that  honefty  is  the  beft  policy  in  a  declining 
time  ;  for  it  is  only  the  honeft-hearted  remnant  that  fliall  walk 
with  Chrift  above.  Keep  God's  ways.  Sirs,  whatever  come ; 
and  beware  of  finful  fliifts  to  flaun  the  crofs  :  "  They  that 
walk  uprightly  fliall  walk  furely  ;"  whereas  they  who  think 
to  fliun  danger  by  fliifting  duty,  they  really  run  themfelves 
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into  greater  danger  and  inconvcaiencies,  tlian  thefe  which? 
they  imagined  to  avoid. 

Use  ^dy  may  be  of  lamentation^  that  there  are  fo  many  foul 
garments  among  us  at  this  day  Alas  !  Sirs,  may  we  not  fay, 
that  there  are  but  a  few  names  in  Scotland,  that  have  not  de- 
filed their  garments  with  the  corruptions  and  pollutions  of 
the  time  ?  AH  ranks  have  corrupted  their  ways,  magiftrates^ 
minifters,  and  people.  May  not  the  character  which  God 
gave  of  Ifrael  of  old,  be  too  juftly  applied  to  us,  If.  i.  4.  that 
we  are  "  a  finful  nation,  a  people  laden  with  iniquity,  a  feed 
of  evil  doe*s^  children  that  are  corrupters,  who  have  provoked 
the  holy  One  of  Ifrael  unto  anger,  and  are  gone  away  back- 
Ward  ?"  I  cannot  now  (land  to  fhew  wherein  we  have  de- 
filed our  garments.  Has  not  the  land  been  defiled  with  the 
blood  of  many  of  the  faints  of  God  under  the  late  reigns, 
from  which  it  is  not  as  yet  purged  ?  Is  not  the  whole  land 
defiled  with  breach  of  folemn  national  engagements,  while 
thefe  folemn  covenants  have  been  fcandaloufly  burnt  in  the 
capital  city  of  the  nation,  and  that  by  the  countenance  and 
command  of  authority  ?  And  are  there  not  many  at  this  day 
amongft  us,  who  profefs  to  be  of  the  communion  of  the 
church  of  Scotland,  that  do  renounce  and  dilbwn  the  obliga- 
tion af  thefe  folemn  ties  ?  Are  not  many  defiling  their  gar- 
ments with  Arminian  and  Socinian  herefies  I  others  with  a: 
fuperftitious  worfliip,  which,  to  the  reproach  of  our  holy  re-^^ 
ligion,  is  tolerate  among  us  by  law  ?  Have  not  many 
defiled  their  garments  in  our  land,  with  a.  cuftomary 
fwearing  by  the  name  of  God  ?  others  by  juggling  with 
God  in  the  matter  of  folemn  oaths,  abjuring  a  Popifli  Pre- 
tender, with  a  defign  to  put  themfelves  in  a  better  capaci- 
ty to  do  him  fervice,  and  promote  his  intercft  ?  Others  have,. 
even  in  this  province,  lately  defiled  their  garments,  by  putting 
their  hands  to  fcandalous  libels,  by  way  of  addrefs  to  the  fo- 
vereiga;.  wherein  they  reprefent  minifters  as  rebels  again{L 
authority,  for  appointing  fafts,  and  preaching  againft  the  lins 
of  the  time,  and  for  giving  warning  Jto  people  of  the  tokens  of 
God's  anger  that  are  vifible  among  us.  And,  alas  I  may  vte 
not  all  lament,  that  we  have  defiled  our  garments,  by  the 
breach  of  facramental  and  fick-bed  vows  ?  But  I  muft  not 
flarid  on  thefe  things. 

Use  3^,  is  of  trial  and  examination.  Try,  Sirs,  whether 
you  be  among  God's  little  remnant,  that  are  keeping  their 
garments  clean,  when  all  round  about  you  are  defiling  them- 
felves. And,  for  your  trial,  I  offer  you  the  few  following 
marks  of  God's  remnant.  , 

I.  God's  remnant  are  a  peopile  unto  whom  Chrift  is  exceed- 
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ing  precious.  His  very  name  is  unto  thera  as  ointment  poured 
Jhrth  ;  they  love  to  hear  of  him,  they  love  to  fpeak  of  him, 
and  their  meditations  of  him  are  fweet ;  "  the  defire  of  their 
foul  is  unto  him,  and  the  remembrance  of  his  name  ; '  and 
they  are  ready  to  fay  with  David,  "  Whom  have  I  in  heaven 
but  thee  ?'*  &.c.  or  with  Paul,  "  I  count  all  things  but  lofs  for 
the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  my  Lord." 

2.  God*s  remnant  are  a  people  that  do  not  reckon  thcm- 
felves  at  home  while  they  are  here-away.  This  is  not  tReir 
proper  country  ;  but  5*  they  look  for  a  better  country,  that  is 
an  heavenly,'*  Heb.  xi.  16,  They  '*  look  for  a  city  that  has 
foundations,  whofe  builder  and  maker  is  God,"  ver.  lo.  See 
this  to  be  the  charader  of  God's  remnant,  ver.  13. ;  the  apoftle 
tells  us  of  thefe  worthies,  that  they  "  confell'ed  they  were 
Grangers  and  pilgrims  on  the  earth."  This  confeffion  David 
makes,  Pfal.  cxix.  19.  "  I  am  a  ftrariger  in  the  earth,  hide 
not  thy  commandments  from  me."  So  then.  Sirs,  if  your 
home  be  here,  ye  are  none  of  God's  remnant ;  if  your  thoughts 
and  afFe^ions  be  confined  within  the  narrow  limits  of  time. 
God's  remnant  are  a  people  that  are  "  coming  up  from  the  wil- 
dernefs  ^"  they  are  always  afcending  and  mounting  heaven- 
ward, in  their  afFeftions  and  defires  :  they  "  look  not  at  the 
thing^^at  are  fcen,  but  the  things  that  are  not  feen." 

3.  God's  remnant  aj*e  a  people  that  fpeak  and  think  much 
on  God.  See  this  to  be  tlieir  character,  Mai.  iii.  16.  "  Then 
they  that  feared  the  Lord,  fpake  often  one  to  another,  and 
a  book  of  remembrance  was  written  before  him  for  them  that 
feared  the  Lord,  and  that  thought  upon  his  name*"  Try 
yourfelves  by  this.  It  is  the  charadcr  of  the  wicked,  that 
*'  God  is  not  in  all  their  thoughts  ^"  and  he  is  as  feldom  ia 
their  mouths,  except  in  a  way  of  profanation.  ^But  God's 
remnant,  1  fay,  they  tliink  much  on  God ;  and  the  thoughts 
of  God,  O  how  precious  are  they  unto  their  fouls  !  Pfal. 
cxxxix.  17.  ;  and  out  of  the  abundance  of  their-hearts  their 
mouths  fpeak  honourably  and  reverently  of  l^m.  They  will 
fpeak  to  one  another  of  his  word,  of  his  works,  of  his  provi- 
dences, and  of  his  ordinances  ;  "their  "  lips  are  like  lilies, 
dropping  fwee^-f welling  myrrh." 

4.  God's  remnant  are  a  praying  people :  Pfal.  xxiv.  6. 
^  This  is  the  generation  that  feek  thy  face,  O  Jacob,  or,  O 
God  of  Jacob  :"  whereas  it  is  given  as  the  charafter  of  the 
wicked,  Pfal.  xiv.  4.  that  tliey  call  not  upon  God,  Tlicy 
either  live  in  the  total  negle6l  of  this  duty  ;  or,  if  they  do 
it  all,  it  is  in  a  hypocritical,  formal,  and  overly  manner.  But 
God's  remnant,  they  feek  the  fr.-^e  of  God  ;  they  feek  him 
with  fervency,  with  truth  in  the  inward  parts ;  they  feek  him 
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believinglj ;  they  feek  him  conllantly  and  perfeveringly, 
which  the  hypocrite  will  not  do  :  Job  xxvii.  lo.  **  Will  he 
delight  hiinfelf  iii  the  Almighty  ?  will  he  always  call  upoa 
God?' 

5.  God's  remnant  are  a  mourning  people.  They  mourn 
over  their  own  fins  in  the  firfl  place  :  Ezek.  vii.  16.  The 
remnant  of  Jacob  "  that  efcape,  they  fliall  be  on  the  mountains 
like  doves  of  the  valleys,  every  one  mourning  for  their 
iniquity."  They  mourn  over  the  errors  of  their  hearts,  and 
the  iniquity  of  their  lives,  and  are  ready  to  cry  out,  **  Innu- 
merable evils  have  compafled  me  about,  mine  iniquities  have 
taken  hold  on  me,"  &c.  And  then  they  mourn,  not  only  for 
their  own  perfonal  fins,  but  for  public  fins  ;  the  fins  of  others, 
whereby  the  land  is  defiled  :  **  Rivers  of  waters  run  dowa 
mine  eyes,  becaufe  they  keep  not  thy  law ;  I  beheld  tranf- 
greffors,  and  was  grieved."  That  this  is  the  charader  of  God's 
remnant,  ye  may  fee  from  Ezek.  ix.  4.  **  Go  through  the 
city,  and  fet  a  mark  upon  the  foreheads  of  the  men  that  figh, 
and  cry  for  all  the  abominations  done  in  the  midft  thereof.'* 
And  then  they  mourn  for  the  calamities  and  defolations  of 
Zion,  when  they  fee  the  bear  out  of  the  wood  wafting  her, 
and  the  wild  beafts  out  of  the  foreft  devouring  her :  Pfal. 
cxxxvii.  I.  "  By  the  rivers  of  Babylon  we  fat  down,  and 
wept  when  we  remembered  Zion.''  And  then  they  mourn 
when  they  fee  ordinances  corrupted,  or  God's  candleilick  in 
any  meafure  removed,  the  Lord's  people  deprived  of  their 
wonted  freedom  and  liberty  in  waiting  upon  him  in  thefe  gal- 
leries :  Zcph.  iii.  18.  "I  will  gather  them  that  are  forrowful 
for  the  folemn  affcmbly,  to  whom  the  reproach  of  it  was  £| 
burden." 

6.  God's  remnant  are  a  people  that  will  rather  venture 
upon  fufFering  than  finning.  They  1  athcr  venture  to  run  the 
riik  of  difpleafing  kings  and  queens,  potentates  and  parlia- 
ments, than  venture  upon  the  difpleafing  of  God  :  they  -can 
rather  venture  gn  the  rack  of  outward  torments,  than  upqn 
the  rack  of  an  acQwfing  confcierice.  See  this  to  be  the  cha- 
rader  of  God's  remnant  in  the  three  children,  Dan.  iii.  &c.  ; 
and  Mofes,  Heb.  xi.  27.  "  forfook  Egypt,  not  fearing  the 
wrath  of  the  king.  Many  other  marks  of  God's  remnant 
might  be  infiftdd  upon.  They  are  a  people  that  cannot  live 
without  Chrift,  and  fellowfliip  and  communion  with  him. 
Cant.  iii.  i.  Job.  xxiii.  3.  **  O  that  I  knew  where  I  might 
find  him  !  that  I  might  come  even  to  his  feat !"  They  are  a 
people  that  will  not  reft  in  their  attainments,  but  prefs  to- 
wards the  uttermoft  of  gracn  and  holinefe,  Phil.  3.  12.  They 
prefs  ^fter  more  neamefs  unto  Chrift,  Cant,  vlii,  i.     They 
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love  holinefs  for  itfelf,  Pfal  cxix.  140.  Chrift  fpr  himfelf ; 
yea,  they  love  heaven  for  Chrift  and  holiuefs.  In  a  word, 
they  love  holinefs,  be  the  event  what  it  will. 

Use  4.  is  of  exhortation.  Is  itfo,  that  God's  remnant,  who 
are  privileged  to  waiA  with  Cbrifl  in  white,  are  fuch  as  keep 
their  garments  clean  ?  O  then  I  let  me  exhort  all  hearing 
roe,  particularly  you  who  have  been  profeiSng  yourfelves 
among  the  number  of  God's  remnant,  by  drawing  near  to 
him  in  the  holy  ordinance  of  his  fupper ;  let  me,  I  fay, 
exhort  you  to  keep  your  garments  clean ;  be  exhorted  to 
the  ftudy  of  true  gofpel-holinefs,  both  in  heart  and  life.  And, 
by  way  of  motive,  I  would  have  you  to  confider  thcfe  things 
following. 

Mot.  I.  Confider,  that  ye  are  in  continual  hazard  of  de- 
filing your  garments.  Ye  are  in  danger  from  every  quarter  : 
As,  i^.  Ye  are  in  danger  from  the  world.  There  are  many- 
things  in  the  world  that  are  of  a  very  defiling  and  polluting 
nature.  There  are  many  polluliag  opinions  broached  in  the 
world,  which  go  very  glib  away  with  nature,  and  which  nature 
is  very  ready  to  catch  at  and  embrace ;  as.  That  God  is  altoge- 
ther made  up  of  mercy,  and  will  never  damn  any  of  his  crea- 
tures :  That  Chrift  died  for  all :  That  morality  runs  parallel 
with  grace :  That  an  empty  profeflion  is  enough  to  fave  folk  ; 
That  it  is  better  to  keep  the  body  whole  than  the  confcience 
pure :  That  to  be  zealous  for  religion  is  to  be  righteous  over- 
much.  Thefe,  and  many  other  fuch  opinions,  are  of  a  pollu- 
ting nature  ;  and  we  are  in  danger  of  defiling  ourfelves  v^ith 
them.  And  then,  the  examples  of  the  world  are  very  in- 
fcftious  ;  the  examples  of  magiftrates  and  minifters,  as  ye  fee 
from  Hof.  V.  I.  '*  Hear  ye  this,  O  priefts  ;  give  ye  ear,  O 
houfe  of  the  king.;  becaufe  ye  have  been  a  fnare  on  Mizpeh, 
and  a  net  fpread  upon  Tabor."  And  then  ye  are  in  danger 
from  the  example  of  profeffors,  who  perhaps  have  a  great 
name  for  religion  \n  the  church  of  God.  O  !  will  you  fay. 
Such  a  man  doth  fo  and  fo,  and  why  may  not  I  do  it  alfo  ? 
But  remember.  Sirs,  that  there  are  many  hypocrites  in  the 
church  of  God,  that  go  under  a  mafk  of  religion.  And  fup- 
pofing  them  to  have  the  reality  of  grace,  yet  they  may  be 
under  a  fpiritual  decay  ;  they  may  be  fadly  deferted  of  God : 
And  do  ye  think,  that  in  this  cafe  they  are  to  be  imitated  ? 
And  befides,  fuppofe  them  to  be  never  fuch  eminent  perfons, 
yet,  according  to  the  apoftle's  diredlioi:,  we  are  to  be  fol- 
lowers of  them  no  further  than  they  are  followers  of  Chrift. 
And  befides,  we  are  in  danger  from  t!ie  frowns  and  flatteries 
of  the  world.  If  the  world  canpot  get  us  allured  into  fin  by 
its  enticing  promifes,  it  will  ftudy  to  drive  us  into  a  com- 
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pHance,  by  threats  of  trouble  and  perfecution.  Thus,  I  fay, 
we  are  in  imminent  danger  from  the  world.  The  apoftle 
James  exhorts  us  "  to  keep  ourfelves  unfpotted  from  the 
wbrld,*'  chap.  i.  27.  idly.  Ye  are  in  danger  from  Satan^ 
that  fubtile  and  malicious  enemy,  that  "  goes  about  as  a 
.  roaring  lion,  feeking  whom  he  may  devour."  He  waits  for 
your  halting,  and  is  always  ready  to  trip  up  your  heels.  And 
1  affure  you,  Sirs,  if  ye  have  got  any  love-token  from  the 
Lord  at  this  occafion,  this  enemy  will  do  his  bed,  or  word 
jrather,  to  you  and  it.  It  was  but  a  little  after  Peter  had 
beeft  feafting  with  Chrift,  at  this  holy  ordinanbe  of  the'fup- 
per,  that;  Chrift  told  him,  Luke  xxii.  31.  **  Simon,  Simon, 
Satan  hath  fought  to  winnow  thee  as  wheat.''  Atid  therefore 
ye  had  need  to  be  on  your  guard  as  to  this  enemy,  and  labour 
not  to  be  ignorant  of  his  devices,  ^dly.  Ye.  are  in  danger  of 
defiling  your  garments  from  your  own  hearts.  My  friends, 
wouid  not  that  city  be  expofed  to  great  danger,  which  is  not 
only  befieged  with  an  army  from  without,  but  has  a  ftrong 
and  powerful  party  within,  that  keeps  a  corrtfpondence  with 
the  enemy  without,  and  is  ready  to  comply  with  all  his  de- 
mands? Juft  fo  is  it  with  us:  wc  are  not  only  befieged 
witli  the  world,  and  with  Satan,  who  are  our  enemies  with- 
out.; but  there  is  a  ftrong  party  of  indwelling  fin  and  cor- 
ruption within  us,  that  is  ready,  upon  all  occafion s,  to  be- 
t!:ay  us  into  our  enemies  hands.  This  made  David  cry  out, 
<*  Who  can  underftand  his  errors  V*  «nd  Paul,  "  Wretched 
man  that  I  am,  who  will  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  . 
death  !"     So  much  for  the  firft  motive. 

Mot.  2.  ^y  keeping  your  garments  clean,  ye  comply  and 
fall  in  with  God's  great  defign  in  all  his  dilpenfations  towards 
j^ou,  whether  more  immediate  or  mediate.  God's  great  end 
in  all  is  tobripg  his  people  to  the  Itudy  of  gofpel-purity  and 
holinefs.  This  is  the  defign  of  his  eledling  fome  of  the  po- 
ilerity  of  Adam  from  all  eternity  :  Eph.  i.  4.  "  He  hath 
chofen  us  in  him,  before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  that 
we  fliould  be  holy,  and  without  blao^e  before  him  in  love." 
It  is  a  very  foolifli  way  of  arguing  that  fome  people  have. 
If  I  be  elefted,  I  ffaall  be  faved,  let  me  live  as  I  lift  ;  for 
God,  like  all  other  wife  agents,  not  only  decrees  the  end, 
but  the  means  leading  unto  that  end.  Now,  holinefs  is  the 
King's  high-way,  in  which  he  has  ordained  and  decreed  to 
bring  the  eled  to  glory:  2  Thef.  ii.  13.  **  God  hatJi  chofen 
us  from  the  beginning  to  falvation,  through  fandification  of 
the  Spirit,  and  belief  of  the  truth.  This  is  the  defign  of 
redemption.  Chtift  did  not  die,.  Sirs,  to  purchafe  a  latitude 
to  us  to  fin  :  No,  no ;  Tit.  ii.  14,  "  He  gave  himfelf  for  us, 
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to  redeem  us  from  all  iniquit j,  and  purify  unto  himfelf  a  pe- 
culiar people,  zealous  of  good  works."  This  is  the  defiga 
of  our  creation.  Why  did  ye  get  a  being,  but  that  ye  might 
glorify  and  ferve  God  ?  "  This  people  have  I  formed  for 
myfelf,  that  they  may  fhew  forth  my  praifes."  And  this  is 
not  only  the  defign  of  our  firft,  but  of  our  fecond  creation  f 
**  for  he  hath  created  us  in  Chrift  unto  good  works."  This 
is  the  defign  of  our  effedlual  calling  ;  "  for  God  has  not  call- 
cd'us  unto  uncleannefs,  but  unto  holinefs:"  no  j  "  he  hath 
faved  us,  and  called  us  with  an  holy  calling."  This  is  the 
defign  of  the  whole  word  of  God.  Why  has  God  privileged 
us  with  his  ftatutes  and  teftimonies,  but  that  they  be  "  a  light 
to  our  feet,  and  a  lamp  to  our  path,"  to  keep  us  out  of  the 
polluting  ways  of  fin?  Pfal.  cxix.  9.  "  Whereby  ihall  a  young 
man  cleanfe  his  way,  but  by  taking  heed  thereto,  according- 
to  thy  word  ?"  This  is  the  defign  of  the  promifes  of  the 
word.  However  carnal  perfons  may  make  the  promifes  a 
pillow,  of  fecurity,  yet  God's  defign  in  giving  them,,  is,  to  ex- 
cite his  people  to  keep  clean  garments :  2  Cor.vii.  i . "  Dearfy 
beloved,  having  thefe  promifes,  let  us  cleanfe  ourfelves  fronv 
all  filthinefs  of  the  fleflb  and  fpirit,  perfeding  holinefs  in  the 
fear  of  God."  This  is  the  defign  of  the  threatenings  of  the 
"word,  that  fo  men,  knowing  the  terror  of  God,  may  be  per- 
fuaded  to  keep  at  a  diftance  from  fin,  the  abominable  thing 
that  his  foul  hates,  and  may  not  defile  their  garments  there* 
with.  This  is  the  defign  of  all  providences  whereby  God  ex- 
ercifes  his  people.  Why  doth  God  caft  thee  into  the  fur- 
nace ?  O  man  I  his  defign  is  to  purge  away  thy  drofs  :  If» 
xxvii.  9.  **  By  this,  therefore,  fliall  the  iniquity  of  Jacob  be 
purged,  and  this  is  all  the  fruit  to  take  away  his  fin."  The 
Lord  chaftens  us,  that  we  may  be  "partakers  of  his  holinefs," 
Heb.  xii.  10.  This  is  the  defign,  not  only  of  crofs,  but  of 
favourable  prdviciences.  The  goodnefs  of  God  fliould  "  lekd 
us  to  repentance,"  and  lays  a  deep  obligation  on  us  to  ftand 
off  from  fin,  which  is  offenfive  to  our  gracious  Bcnefadtor* 
This  is  the  defign,  not  only  of  all  providences,  but  of  alt 
ordinances,  ^and  of  the  ^vhole  difpenfation  of  the  grace  of 
God  in  the  gofpel :  Tit.  ii  ii»  12.  "  For  the  grace  of  God, 
that  bringeth  faJvation,  hath  appeared  to  all  men  ;  teaching 
us,  that,  denying  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  lufts,  we  ihould 
live  foberly,  rigliteoufly,  and  godly,  in  this  prefent  world." 
This  is  the  defign,  not  only  of  the  preaching  of  the  word, 
but  of  the  adrainillration  of  the  facraments.  In  baptifm,  we 
are  folemnly  devoted  to  the  fervice  of  God,  and  are  engaged 
to  walk  as  thofe  that  are  called  by  "  the  nime  of  Chrill,"  who 
are  bound,  *^  to  depart  from  iuicpity."    And  in  the  facrament 
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of  the  Lord's  fupper,  we  folemnlj  renew,  before  God,  angels, 
and  men,  our  baptifmaT  engagements,  and  fwear  to  keep  our 
garoients  clean  from  the  pollution  of  fin  ;  and  that  bj  laying 
our  bands  on  the  body  and  blood  of  the  Lord  Jefus.  This  is 
the  defign  of  every  frown,  and  of  every  fmile.  Doth  God 
at  any  time  fill  thee  with  *'  joy  and  peace  in  believing  ?" 
lifts  he  up  the  light  of  his  countenance  upon  thee  ?  The 
language  of  this  is,  O  do  not  defile  thy  garments  !  "  God 
will  fpeak  peace  unto  his  people,  and  to  hi^  faints  ;  but  let 
them  not  return  again  to  folly."  And  why  doth  God  at  any 
time  hide  his  face,  and  leave  thee  in  the  dark,  but  to  engage 
you  to  more  tendernefs  in  time  to  come,  in  keeping  at  a 
diflance  from  thefe  pollutions,  whereby  he  has  been  provoked 
to  forfake  thee  ?  Thus,  I  fay,  if  ye  do  not  keep  your  gar- 
ments clean,  ye  counteract  the  great  defign  of  God  in  all  his 
difpenfations  towards  you.  How  dangerous  is  it  to  be  found 
fighting  againft  God  ? 

Mot.  3.  Confider  the  difmal  efiefts  that  will  follow  upon 
your  defiling  your  garments,  i^.  Ye  will  ruin  your  repu- 
tation, and  render  your  naipes  ,unfavoury  in  the  world.  And 
this  is  no  fmall  lofs  ;  for  "  a  good  name  (fays  Solomon^  is 
as  precious  ointment,'*  and  renders  a  man  capable  to  do  fer- 
vice  unto  God  in  his  day  and  generation.  Pcov.  vi.  33.  it  is ' 
faid  of  the  adulterer,  "  A  wound  and  diflionour  fliall  he  get, 
and  his  reproach  fhall  not  be  wiped  away.*'  When  profeflbrs 
of  religion,  or  roinifters,  defile  their  garments  by  fin,  efpe- " 
cially  fins  of  a  public  nature,  they  wound  their  reputation, 
bring  ia  reproach  upon  themfelves  that  is  not  eafily  wiped 
away  ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  make  the  word  of  the  Lord,  in 
their  mouths,  to  be  contemned  and  defpifed.  Ye  may  read  a 
fcripture  for  this,  Mai.  ii.  8.9.:  It  is  fpoken  of  the  priefts  of 
that  day,  "  Ye  are  departed  out  of  the  way  ;  ye  have  caufed 
many  to  ftumble  at  the  law ;  ye  have  corrupted  the  cove- 
nant of  Levi,  faith  th^  Lord  of  hoils.  Therefore  have  I 
alfo  made  you  contemptible  and  bafe  before  all  the  people, 
according  as  ye  havie  not  k6pt  my  ways,  but  have  been  p:ir- 
tial  in  the  law."  2^/^,  Ye  will  ftain  and  pollute  your  fouls, 
wliich  ye  ought  to  keep  pure  as  a  holy  temple  unto  God. 
And  how  dangerous  a  thing  this  is,  ye  may  fee  from  i  Cor. 
iii.  16.  17.  "Know  ye  not  that  ye  are  the  temple  of  God, 
and  that  the  Spirit  of  God  dwelleth  in  you  ?  If  any  man 
defile  the  temple  of  God,  him  fliall  God  deftroy.'*  My  friends, 
ye  have  been  lolemnly  confecrating  your  fouls  and  bodies  un- 
to God,  as  his  temple ;  and  if  any  of  you  fliall  after  this  rr- 
turn  with  the  dog  to  his  vomit y  and  with  the  fow,  that  feemed 
to  he  wajhedf  to  wallow  again  in  the  puddle  of  Jin^  ye  run  a 
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very  dreadful  rifle.  Utter  deftruftion  from  the  Lord,  and 
from  the  glory  of  his  prefence,  is  abiding  all  thefe  that  are 
hypocrites  in  heart.  And  dreadful  temporal  deftruftion  from 
the  Lord  may  overtake  even  his  own  children,  who  do  defile 
their  garments  :  **  For  this  caufe  many  are  weak  and  fickly,  ^  . 
'  and  many  fleep."  3^y>  Ye  will  break  your  peace,  and  mar 
your  comfort.  If  ye  keep  not  your  garments  clean,  ye  may 
provoke  the  Lord  'to  fill  you  with  terrors,  and  to  caft 
fuch  a  fpark  of  hcU^fire  into  your  bofoms  as  Ihall  make  you 
roar,  «md  cry  out  of  broken  bones,  with  David ;  or,  with 
Job,  "  The  arrows  of  the  Almighty  are  within  me,  the  poi- 
fon  whereof  drinketh  up  my  fpirit."  ^thly^  Ye  will  caft  a 
blot  upon  religion,  and  on  the  good  ways  of  the  Lord.  If  ye 
who  have  been  profeffing  to  own  Cbrift  at  his  table,  fliall  be 
found  defiling  your  garments,  by  lying,  fwearing,  drunken- 
nefs,  or  the  like,  what  will  the  gracelefs  world  fay  ?  they  will 
conclude,  that  profejflTors  are  but  a  company  of  hypocrites  ; 
that  religion  is  nothing  but  a  piece  of  trick  and  impofture. 
Ye  will  be  a  blemiih  to  Chriftian  fociety  :  *'  Thefe  are  fpots 
(fays  the  apoftle)  in  your  feafts  of  charity,'*  And  he  fpeaks  of 
fome,  who,  through  their  untendemefs,  made  the  way  of 
the  Lord  tq  be  evil  fpoken  of-  $tbly^  Ye  will  difhonour 
Chrift,  that  glorious  Maftcr  whom  ye  have  been  profeffing  to 
own.  Hence  the  Lord  complains  of  the  children  of  Ifrael, 
that  they,  by  their  wickednefs,  caufed  his  *'  name  to  be  pol- 
luted among  the  Heathen.**  David's  fin  made  the  name  of 
God  to  be  blafphemed  and  reproached.  6th!yy  By  polluting 
your  garments,  ye  will  **  offend  the  generation  of  the  righ- 
teous ;**  and  **  it  were  better  for  you  that  a  mill-ftone  were 
hanged  about  your  necks,  and  ye  caft  into  the  midft  ol  the 
fea,  than  that  ye  fliould  oftbnd  one  of  Chrift*s  little  ones.** 
It  is  a  dangerous  thing  to  grieve  the  hearts  of  thefe  that  are 
dear  unto  God ;  for  God  will  not  grieve  their  hearts ;  and  he 
-win  refent  it,  if  any  other  do  it  by  their  untendernefs.  ^thly^ 
Ye  will  harden  others  in  their  fins.  When  the  wicked  fee 
profeflbrs,  or  minifters,  going  along  with  them,  they  conclude, 
that  their  way  is  the  beft  of  it,  and  preferable  unto  the  way 
of  religion.'  Thus  ye  fee  the  difmal  eifefts  that  will  follow 
upon  your  defiling  your  garments. 

Mot.  4.  Confider  the  great  advantages  that  fliall  accrue 
unto  you  by  keeping  your  garments  clean,  ift^  It  will  y.eld 
you  great  peace  ;  peace  in  life  ;  for  "  as  many  as  walk  ac- 
cording to  this  rule,  peace  fliall  be  upon  them."  Peace  in  the 
tnidft  of  all  troubles  :  "  This  is  our  rejoicing,  the  teftimony 
of  a  good  confcience."  Peace  at  death :  Pfal.  xxxvii.  5*] . 
**  Mark  the  perfeft  mtin,  and  behold  the  upright  *,  iot  m\\^ 
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end  of  that  man  is  peace."  Peace  after  death  :  If.  IvIL  2f- 
we  are  told,  that"  the  righteous  ("at  death)  enter  into  peace  ; 
thej  reft  upon  their  beds,  each  one  walking  in  his  upright- 
nefs.*'  Peace  at  the  laft  judgement*  It  is  only  the  cleanly 
remnant  to  whom  the  Lord  will  fay  then,  "  Lift  up  your 
heads  ;  for  the  day  of  your  redemption  is  now  come.*'  '^dljy 
By  keeping  clean  garments,  ye  will  be  in  a  continual  fitnefs 
for  maintaining  fellowfhip  and  communion  with  God  in  any 
ordinance  of  his  appointment ;  for  it  is  the  man  that  "  hath 
clean  hands,  and  a  pure  hearty  that  fhall  ftand  on  God's  holy 
hill,"  and  have  a  place  in,  his  tabernacle.  And  not  only  fo, 
but  it  will  fill  you  with  a  holy  boldnefs  and  confidence,  in  your 
approaches  unto  God  in  the  ordinances  of  his  appointment : 
Job  xi.  14.  15.  "  If  iniquity  be  in  thine  hand,  put  it  far 
away,"  Sec.  3^/y,  The  influences  of  ordinances  will  ftay. 
the  longer  upon  you,  that  you  keep  your  garments  clean. 
What  is  the  reafoa  why  the  impreflion  of  any  thing  of  God, 
that  We  meet  with  in  ordinances,  doth  fo  foon  evanifh,  like 
the  raiorning  cloud  ?  The  reafon  is,  the  untendernefs  of  our 
walk :  we  lie  down  among  the  pots  of  fin,  and  this  makes 
God  to  withdraw  from  us.  We  read  of  fome  mountains 
that  are  fo  high,  that  if  men  drew  figures  in  the  fand  upon  the 
tops  of  them,  they  will  abide  for  many  years.  The  reafon  is, 
they  are  fo  high,  that  they  are  above  the  winds  and  rains.  O 
Sirs,  if  we  were  living  and  walking  on  high  with  God,  the 
impreflion  of  ordinances  would  flay  longer  with  us  than  they 
do.  ^tblyy  By  keeping  your  garments  clean,  ye  will  per- 
haps fave  the  fouls  of  others,  and  commend  religion  unto 
them.  Hence  is  that  of  Chrift,  Matth.  v.  16  "  Let  your 
light  fo  fliine  before  men,  that  they  may  fee  your  good  wbrks, 
and  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven."  5/^/^,  By  keep- 
ing your  garments  clean,  ye  will  find  more  ftreogth  to  keep 
yourfelves :  "  for  the  way  of  the  Lord  is  ftrength  to  the  up- 
right." If  ye  keep  God's  way,  he  will  "  keep  you  in  the 
hoiir  of  temptation,"  Rev.  iii.  10.  God  will  keep  you  by 
I)is  power  through  faith  unto  falvation.  6thly,  After  a  little 
time  is  elapfed,  ye  fliall  be  clothed  in  white,  and  walk  with 
Chrift  in  the  new  Terufalem,  according  to  his  promife  in  the 
text. 

Novv%  I  conclude  all  with  diredions  and  advices,  in  or- 
der to  your  keeping  of  your  garments  clean. 

1.  Be  perfuaded  of  your  own  utter  inability  to  keep  your 
garments  clean  by  your  own  power,  or  the  ftrength  of  created 
grace  ;  for  "  the  way  of  man  is  not  in  himfelf  :  it  is  not  ia 
man  that  walketh  to  dired  his  own  fteps." 

2.  Take  care  tliat  ye  be  united  to  Chrift,  the  fountain  of  • 
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faolinefs;  for  ye  do  but  wafh  the  Ethiopian,  while  je  at- 
tempt to  make  yourfelves  clean  and  holy,  while  ye  grow  on 
the  root  of  the  old  Adam.  Ye  may  indeed  waQi  the  outfide 
of  the  cup  and  platter,  but  ye  will  remain  filthy  ftill  in  the 
fight  of  God,  till  ye  be  created  in  Chriil,  the  true  root  pi" 
fandification :  **  Can  a  man  gather  grapes  of  thorns,  or  figs 
of  thiftles  ?"    The  tree  mull  be  good  before  the  fruit  be  good. 

3.  Being  united  unto  Chrift,  ye  muft  make  daily  ufe  of 
him  by  faith.  Do  not  think,  that,  when  ye  have  firft  believed 
in  Chrift,  your, work  is  done  ;  no,  your  life  muft  be  a  life  of 
faith.  By  faith  we  live,  by  faith  we  ftaud,  by  faith  we  work, 
by  faith  we  fight ;  and  whatever  we  do,  in  word  or  in  de^d, 
wc  muft  do  all  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus.  Ye  muft  be  al- 
ways building  up  yourfelves  in  the  holy  faith,  and  going  on . 
from  faith  to  faith  ;  and  whenever  ye  have,  through  infirmi- 
ty, or  the  prevalency  of  temptation,  defiled  your  garireats,  be 
fure  to  run  by  faith  unto  the  blood  of  fpriukling,  that  ye  may 
get  your  hearts  fprlnkled  from  an  evil  confcience. 

4.  Set  God  continually  before  you,  and  keep  up  the  im- 
preffion  of  his  all-feeing  eye  on  your  fpirits  :  Pfal.  xvi.  8. 
**  1  have  fet  the  Lord  always  before  me :  becaufe  he  is  at  my 
right-hand,  I  fliall  not  be  moved." 

5.  Be  much  in  viewing  and  meditating  on  the  difmal  and 
terrible  cfFefts  of  fin  j  how  it  did  caft  angels  out  of  heaven, 
Adam  out  of  Paradife,  and  brought  God's  curfe  upon  all  his 
pofterity  ;  how  it  brought  a  deluge  on  the  old  world,  Sodom 
and  Gomorrali  burnt  by  fire  and  brimftone ;  how  it  made  the 
earth  f^  fwallow  up  Corah,  Dathan,  and  Abiram. 

6.  If  ye  would  keep  your  garments  clean,  O  tlien  beware 
of  going  to  the  utmoft  length  of  Chriftian  liberty  ;  it  is  dan- 
gerous to  come  too  near  God's  marches.  We  fhould  take  heed 
to  ourfelves,  even  in  the  ufe  of  things  that  are  in  themfelves 
lawful ;  many  things  are  lawful,  but  every  thing  lawful  is 
not  at  all  times  expedient.  Ye  would  fliun  every  appearance 
of  evil ;  do  not  fland  in  the  way  of  temptations,  or  occafions 
of  fin.  And,  in  particular,  take  care  to  avoid  evil  company  ; 
for  "  can  a  man  take  fire  in  his  bofom,  and  his  clothes  not  be 
burnt?" 

7.  Beware  of  giving  your  confent  and  countenance  unto  the 
fins  of  others  ;  for  hereby  ye  fliall  be  partakers  with  them 
in  their  lins.  We  may  not  only  defile  our  garments  by  per- 
fonal  fins,  but  by  fins  of  others,  when  we  encourage  them  in 
an  evil  way,  when  we  affent  or  confent  unto  them,  or  do  not 
faithfully  warn  and  reprove  them,  or  endeavour  to  reclaim 
theoQ. 

i.  Zq/l/y,  Be  importunate  with  God,  at  the  throne  of  ^\:ace, 
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it  is  called.  And  fometimes  it  is  called  a  looking  lack  :  Luke 
ix.  62.  "  No  man  putting  his  hand  to  the  plough,  and  looking 
back,  is  fit  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  My  friends,  ye  have 
been  profefling  to  fet  your  faces  heavenward ;  O  be  ye  aware 
of  cafting  a  back- look  upon  your  old  lovers  :  "  Remember 
Lot's  wife ;"  take  heed  that  God  do  not  fet  you  up  as  moiiu- 
ments  of  his  vengeance.  Again,  it  is  fometimes  called  a 
turning  hack:  Lam.  i.  8.  **  Jtrufalem  fighelh,  and  turneth 
backward."  The  way  to  heaven  will  not  admit  of  a  retreat ; 
ye  muftftill  be  prcfling  forward,  whatever  oppolition  may  be 
in  your  way.  Again,  fomstimes  it  is  called  a  drawing  hack  : 
Heb.  X.  38.  If  any  man  draw  hacky  my  foul Jhall  have  noplcajurt 
in  hi?n.  Moreover,  it  is  called  ajliding  hack  ;  intimating,  that 
the  people  that  are  not  wxU  buckled  in  religion  ftand  upon 
flippery  ground  i  Hof-  xi.  7.  **  My  people  are  bent  to  back- 
Hiding  from  me."  Eurthermore,  it  is  called  a  falling  hack  : 
If.  xxviii.  13.  "  The  vi?ord  of  the  Lord  was  unto  them,  pre- 
cept upon  precept,  and  line  u{.on  line  ;  that  they  might  go 
and  fall  backward,  and  be  broken,  and  fnared  and  taken  :" 
and  ye  know  a  backward  fall  is  exceeding  dangerous.  Lajily^ 
To  mention  no  more,  it  is  called  a  turning  afide.  It  is  faid 
of  Ifrael,  that  **  they  quickly  turned  afice  like  a  deceitful 
bow  ;'*  which  fruftrates  the  dcficrn  of  the  archer,  by  (hooting 
away,  or  befides  the  mark.  They  who  *'  turn  afide  into 
crooked  ways,"  whatever  may  be  their  pretences  to  religion, 
xnifs  the  mark  of  the  fame,  even  the  "  mark  and  prize  of  the 
high  calling  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus  ;  and  fiiall  be  led  fortli," 
and  have  tlieir  part  "  with  the  workers  of  iniquity." 

Secondly y  I  come  to  condefcend  on  the  kinds  and  degrees 
of  defedions  from  Chrift.  And,  not  to  multiply  dilli no- 
tions, which  are  more  ready  to  confound  than  edify  heaters, 
I  fliall  only  mention  thefe  two  or  three. 

I.  Defeftion  from  Chrift  is  fometimes  more  univerfal  and 
genera],  of  the  body  cf  a  church  and  nation  together.  Thus 
Ephefus,  Rev.  ii.  is  charged  with  falling  from  her  firft.love. 
And  the  whole  body  of  the  Ifraelitilh  nation  are  engaged 
together  in  a  defe£tion,  by  going  in  to  worlhip  the  idolatrous 
calves  which  Jeroboam  eiedcd  at  Dan  and  Bctliel :  and  it 
was  fo  univerfal,  that  the  prophet  Elijah  thought  he  had  been 
left  alone ;  though  indeed  the  Lord  tells  him,  that  he  had 
feven  thoufand  in  Ifrael,  which  had  not  bowed  the  ktiee  to 
Baal.  And  fometimes  it  is  more  fpecial  and  ^jarticular,  as 
when  a  fingle  fociety,  family,  or  particular  perfon^  enters 
upon  a  courfe  of  defeftion  and  backflidmg  from  Chrift  and 
bis  ways  ;  of  which  inftances  may  be  afterwards  named* 
%•  Sometimes  it  is  more  open  and  avowed,  in  contra-djf- 
2  ,  tinftipn 
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tinAion  from  the  former,  by  abandoning  and  rdinquifliing  the 
very  profefEon  of  religion  which  they  once  pretended  to,  and 
become  openly  wicked  and  flagitious,  giving  theinfelves  loofe 
reins  in  a  way  of  fin.  Or  it  is  more  hid  and  fccret,  when, 
thou^rh  there  be  ftill  a  profeirDn  of  reh'gion  kept  up  ;  yet  the 
power  of  godHnefs  is  quite  forfaken,  a.id  the  heart  maintains 
a  clofe  correfpondence  with  lin,  and  lives  in  a  fecret  trade  of 
wickednefs,  inconfidcnt  with  the  rules  of  Chriftianity. 

3.  lliere  is  a  total,  as  alfo  a  partial  defeftion  or  falling  off 
from  Chrift.  A  total  or  final,  is  that  of  the  wicked  and  re- 
probate, who,  wlien  they  f.ill,  are  like  lead,  or  a  ftone  falling 
into  a  deep  water,  which  never  rife  again ;  as  it  is  faid  of 
Pharaoh  and  his  hoft,  "  They  fank  like  lead  in  the  mighty 
waters  :'^  they  make  an  utter  fliipwreck  of  t^aith  ar^d  a  good 
confcience.  A  partial  deT^jlion  is  incident  eaei^n  to  the  godly 
themfelves.  I  may  call  it  temporary  ;  for  they  may  be  left 
for  a  confiderable  time,  to  make  many  woful  lleps  of  defec- 
tion from  Chrift  and  his  ways  ;  as  is  plain  from  ti.e  inft.mces 
of  David,  Peter,  Abraham,  and  many  others.  But  when  they 
fall,  they  are  like  wood  or  cork  falling  into  water,  who,  thoagh 
they  fink  at  firft,  yet  tb.ey  r:fe  again  by  faith  and  repentance, 
which  influence  the  refornatio-^  of  their  lives,  and  which,  in 
purfuit  of  the  divine  purpofe  of  grace  for  their  fulvarion,  are 
actuated  in  them  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  according  to  that,  Plal. 
xxxvii.  24.  "  Though  he  full,  he  fhall  not  be  utterly  call 
down :  for  the  Lord  uploldeth  him  with  his  ha:^d."  The 
defeflion  here  fpoken  of  in  the  text,  feems  to  have  b?en  of 
the  firft  kinds  of  each  divifion.  It  was  general  and  public ;  far 
there  was  a  great  multitude  of  them,  as  we  read  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  chapter  :  it  was  open  and  avowed  ;  for  they 
put  a  flight  on  Chrift  in  the  face  of  the  fun  :  and  it  was  total 
and  final ;  they  walked  no  more  with  him,  nor  looked  after 
Clirift  any  more. 

Thirdly,  I  come  to  notice  fome  ingredients  of  this  defec- 
tion here  fpoken  of.  And  there  appears  to  have  been  thefe 
things  in  it. 

^  I.  A  diflatisfaftion  with  Chrift,  and  a  vilipending  both 
him  and  his  way ;  for  they  faid,  ver.  42.  "  Is  not  his  father 
and  his  mother,  and  fifters  with  us  ?  how  then  came  he  down 
from  heaven  ?" 

2.  A  murmuring  and  repining  againft  the  fpirituality  of  hi$ 
doftrine,  out  of  a  rooted  enmity  and  prejudice  againft  it :  ver. 
41.  *'  They  murmured  at  him,  bccaufe  he  faid,  I  am  the 
bread  of  life  which  came  down  from  heaven :"  and  again, 
**  Tliis  is  an  hard  faying,  who  can  near  it  ?" 

3.  A  fllrmal  difputin^  and  arguing  againft  \iis  doetntv^,  ^^ 
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repugnant  unto  reafon.  They  fet  up  their  reafon  as  the 
ftandard  of  revelation,  and  will  receive  nothing  but  what  they 
were  able  to  comprehend ;  for  they  Jirove^  or  difputed, 
"  amongft  ^hemfelves,  faying  how  can  this  inan  give  us  his 
flefh  to  eat?"  ver.  51. 

4.  A  formal  calling  off  with  Chrift,  and  turning  back  to 
their  old  way  and  trade  of  living,  whereby  their  latter  end 
was  worfe  than  their  beginning ;  for  tbey  went  back  andfol" 
Mwed  bim  no  more,  as  in  the  text. 

Fourtbfyy  1  come  to  mention  fome  concomitants  of  defec- 
tion fr'.)m  Chrift. 

1.  It  is  commonly  accompanied  with  a  halting  and  waver- 
ing between  fin  and  duty,  as  Ifrael  did  between  God  and 
Baal :  "  How  long  (fays  Elijah  to  them)  do  yo  halt  between 
two  opinions  ?  if  the  Lord  be  God,  follow  him  :  but  if  Baal, 
then  follow  him."  When  this  wavering  befals  people,  they 
cannot  ftand  long ;  for  '^  a  double-minded  man  is  unftable  in 
all  his  ways,**  fays  James.  The  heart  is  divided  ;  therefore 
fliall  they  be  found  faulty. 

2.  It  is  commonly  attended  with  a  mercenary  kind  of  fpi- 
rit.     For  as  fec'ular  and  worldly  intereft  is  the  fpring  of  all 

heir  religion ;  fo  it  is  the  fpring  of  their  apoftafy  and  deifec- 
tion  from  it ;  as  is  plain  from  what  our  Lord  tells  his  pre- 
tended difciples,  **  Ye  feek  me,  not  becaufe  ye  faw  the  mi- 
racles, but  becaufe  ye  did  eat  of  the  loaves,  and  were  filled." 
Where  this  mercenary  fpirit  prevails,  folk  will  ftand  by  Chrift 
and  religion  as  long  as  it  will  ftand  with  their  felfifli  and  fecu- 
lar  defigns,  but  no  longer.  Chrift,  confcience,  religion,  and 
every  thing,  muft  truckle  unto  this  at  length. 

3.  It  is  attended  with  a  ftretching  of  Chriftian  liberty  to 
the  uttermoft  pitch,  and  a  dallying  with  the  appearances  of 
eviU  O,  will  the  man  fay,  what  needs  all  this  needlefs  nicety 
and  precifenefs  ?  I  may  adventure  thus  far,  and  yet  keep  in 
both  with  God  and  a  good  confoience.  Like  Eve,  who 
thought  flie  might  tamper  with  the  temptation,  without  any 
hazard  of  a  compliance  ;  or  Samfon,  who  thought  he  might 
dally  with  Delilah,  and  yet  keep  in  with  God.  O  Sirs,  it  15 
dangerous  going  too  near  God's  marches  ;  for,  as  one  fays,  he 
that  will  go  all  the  length  he  may,  when  occafion  ferves,  will 
go  further  than  he  ought. 

4.  It  is  attended  with  a  fnarling  at  reproofs.  They  can- 
not abide  to  -have  their  fores  ript  i;p,  and  the  evil  of  their 
ways  difcovered.  Let  minifters  preach  never  fuch  found 
doftrine,  yet  if  they  but  point  towards  the  airth  where  their 
defeftions  lie,  prefently  they  are  like  wild  bulls  in  a  net,  full 
of  fury  and  reftjntmcnt.     We  find  too  much  of  this,'even  in 
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gcx)d  men,  when  engaged  in  a  partial  defedion.  Afa  was  fo 
irritate  by  the  reproof  of  the  prophet,  that  he  calls  him  into 
prifon,  for  telling  him  that  he  was  fallen  from  his  former 
confidence  in  God,  when  the  hofts  of  the  Ethiopians  came 
op  againft  him.  And  the  G«latians  reckoned  Paul  their  ene- 
my, becaufe  he  told  them  the  truth. 

5.  With  a  fnatching  at  the  reputation  of  thofe  that  ftand 
their  gromid,  or  who  give  any  teftimony  againft  their  defec- 
tions :  and  if  they  can  perceive  any  fuch  making  but  the  leaft 
wrong  trip,  they  are  fure  to  mal^e  it  as  open  and  public  to 
the  world  as  poffible,  and  to  reprefent  it  in  the  blackeft  cha- 
rader^imaginable.  It  is  a  very  true  obferve,  That  backfliders 
are  commonly  backbiters.  They  cannot  abide  to  fee  any 
ontihine  themfelves  in  holinefs  and  tendernefs  \  and  therefore 
they  lie  at  the  catch,  to  wound  the  reputation  of  thofe  th^t 
oannot  run  the  fame  length  with  themfelves.  This  made 
David  pray,  "  Deliver  me,  O  Lord,  from  all  my  tranfgref- 
fions,  and  make  me  not  the  reproach  of  the  fooliih :  for  when 
my- foot  flippeth,  mine  enemies  do  magnify  themfelves  againft 
me." 

6.  Divifion  is  ufually  the  concomitant  and  fruit  of  defection. 
If  we  fliould  trace  all  divifions  to  their  fpring,  whereby  the 
bowels  of  the  church  of  God  have  been  rent,  fince  the  firft 
ages  of  Chriftianity,  we  fliould  ftill  find  them  taking  their 
rife  from  the  bitter  fountain  of  defeftion.  What  was  it  but 
the  defeftions  of  fome  in  the  church  of  Corinth,  that  gave 
birth  unto  that  divifion,  whereof  the  apoftie  complains, 
z  Cor.  i.  ?  What  was  it  but  the  defe6):ions  of  the  church  of 
Rome,  that  has  made  fuch  a  wide  breach  between  Pioteftants 
and  Papifts  ?  It  is  true,  eyery  patty  and  fet  of  men  have 
preached  up  peace,  and  cried  out  againft  divifion  ;  as  the  Pa- 
pifts to  this  very  day,  exclaim  againft  us  for  making  a  rup- 
tlire  in  \he  church  of  Chrift  :  whereas  it  is  not  we,  but  they 
themfelves,  that  make  the  rupture  by  their  defeftions.  We 
ronft  not  fay,  A  confederacy  with  any  in  a  way  of  fin,  or  pur- 
chafe  peace  at  the  expence  of  truth  and  holinefs.  This  was 
the  fentiment  of  good  old  Jacob  on  his  deathbed.  Gen.  xlix.  5. 
**  Simeon  and  Levi  are  brethren  in  iniquity :  irfftruments  of 
cruelty  are  in  their  habitations.  O  nly  foul,  come  not  thou 
into  their  fecret,"  &c.  Many  other  things  might  be  added 
as  concomitants  of  defedlion ;  but  I  muft  not  ftand  on  them. 
I  go  on  therefore  unto 

II.  The  fecond  thing  in  the  text  and  method,  whi^h  was,  to 
inquire  a  little  into  the  cau/es  of  defeBion,     And, 

I.  The  main  caute,  or  rather  occafion,  of  this  defe&ion 
Vol.  I.  £  V^te. 
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here  mentioned,  was  the  unpleafantnefs  of  Chrift's  dodlrine  tutt^ 
the  fenfual  and  carnal  inclinations  of  thefe  pretended  difciples 
mentioned .  in  our  text.  His  doftrine  did  not;  fuit  their  hu- 
mours, and  anfwer  their  expeftations  ;  therefore  tliey  went 
backy  and  walked  no  more  with  him,  J  nil  like  many  among 
ourfelves,  who,  if  minillers  do  not  preach  according  to  their 
fancies,'  if  they  be  free  and  faithful,  and  preach  againft  the  de- 
fection whereof  they  are  guilty,  they  either  turn  their  backs 
on  them,  or  cry  out  upon  them,  as  men  of  turbulent  fpirits, 
incendiaries,  fire-brands,  and  what  not.  But  minifters  need 
not  be  difcouraged  on  this  account,  fince  the  apoftles  of  our 
Lord  were  charafterifed  after  the  fame  manner :  **  Thefe  are  they 
that  have  turned  the  world  upfide  down.'  I  fear  there  are 
many  among  us,  who,  if  they  would  fpeak  the  language  of 
their  hearts,  would  join  iffue  with  that  people,  .Ifa.  xxx.  10. 
**  Who  faid  to  their  feers.  See  not ;  and  to  the  prophets,  Pro- 
phefy  not  unto  us  right  things,  fpeak  unto  us  fmooth  things, 
prophefy  deceits.  But,  Sirs>  we  need  not  wonder  to  fee 
folk  flumbling  at  the  plain  truths  of  the  word,  feeing  Chrift 
himfelf  is  fet  for  the  fall,  as  well  as  for  the  rifing  of  oiany 
in  Ifrael, 

2.  The  love  of  worldly  riches  is  another  great  caufe  of  de^* 
feclion,  as  is  plain  from  that  of  the  apoftle,  i  Tim.  vi.  lo,. 
**  The  love  of  money  is  the  root  of  all  evil :  which^  while 
fome  coveted  after,  they  have  erred  from  the  faith,  and  pierced 
themfelves  through  with  many  forrows."  Where  the  love 
of  the  world  has  the  afcendant  in  the  heart,  the  love  of  God 
cannot  be  ftrong ;  for,  "  if  any  man  love  the  world,  the  love 
of  the  Father  is  not  in  him :"  and  where  the  love  of  God  is 
not,  it  is  impoffible  for  that  man  to  ftand  his  ground. 

3.  The  love  of  worldly  eafe  is  another  great  cauie  of  defec- 
tion from  Chrift,  efpccially  in  a  time  of  perfecution  for  the 
gofpePs  fake ;  for  then  it  will'  be  faid,  as  Peter  unto  Chrift, 
when  difluading  him  from  going  up  to  Jerufalem,  Majier^ 
/pare  thyjelf,  it  is  beft  to  fleep  in  a  whole  ikin.  But  let  us 
remember  what  Chaift  fays  in  this  cafe,  Matth.  xvi.  25. 
.**  Whofoever  will  fave  his  life,  fliall  lofe  it :  and  whofoever 
ihall  lofe  his  life  for  my  fake,  ftiall  find  it. 

4.  The  fear  of  man  is  another  caufe  of  defedlion  :  "  Fear  of 
man  (fays  Solomon)  bringeth  a  fnare ;"  efpecially  the  fear  of 
oflPending  and  difpleafing  great  men,  upon  whom  we  have  any 
kind  of  dependence.  But,  as  an  antidote  againft  this,  let  ua 
compare  the  wrath  of  man  with  the  wrath  of  the  eternal  CJod* 
Shall  we  adventure  to  run  upon  the  thick  boffes  of  the  Al- 
mighty's buckler,  to  evite  the  difpleafure  of  a  worm  like  our- 
felves ?  If.  li.  X2.  "  Who  art  thou,  that  fliouldft  be  afraid  of  a 

maa 
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'.  man  tbat  Ihall  die,  and  of  the  fon  of  man,  who  fliall  be  made 
.  as  grafs  ?  and  forgetteft  the  Lord  thy.  Maker,  that  hath 
ilretched  forth  the  heavens,  and  laid  the  foundations  of  the 
earth  ?"  To  the  fame  purpofe  is  that  caveat  given  us  by  our 
UefTed  Lord,  **  Fear  not  man  that  can  kill  the  body,  but  can- 
not kill  the  foul,'*  &c. 

5.  Bad  example  has  a  fatal  influence  this  way ;  and  efpe- 
cially  the  bad  example  of  men  of  influence  and  authority,  fuch 
as  miniilers  and  magiflrate^.  Ye  have  a  word  for  this,  Hof. 
V.  I.  **  Hear  ye  this,  O  priefts,  and  give  ye  ear,  O  houfe  of 
the  king ;  for  judgement  is  toward  you  ;  becaufe  ye  have 
been  a  (nare  on  Mizpeh,  and  a  net  fprcad  upon  Tabor."  When  ' 
we  have  conceived  a  great  veneration  for  any  man,  we  are 
very  ready  to  run  j;fter  his  example.  Thus,  Gal,  ii.  13. 
Barnabas,  with  many  of  the  converted  Jews  at  Antioch,  were 
led  away  with  Peter's  diffimulation,  who  feemed  unto  them  a 
pillar  ;  for  which  Paul  withftood  him  to  the  very  face.  Let 
us  always  remember,  that  we  are  to  be  followers  of  no  man, 
but  in  fo  far  as  they  are  followers  of  Chrift. 

6.  The  treachery  and  deceit  of  the  heart,  with  its  natural 
bent  and  bias  towards  fin  :  **  The  heart  is  deceitful  above 
all  things,  and  defperately  wicked.*'  That  character  given 
Ifrael  is  exceedingly  applicable  unto  it,  Hof.  ii.  7.  "  They 
are  bent  to  backfliding."  There  is  not  only  an  eafinefs  and 
duSility  in  the  heart  of  mafi  to  fin,  but  a  ftrong  propenfity  and 
inclination.  So  tliat  it  was  not  without  fufficient  ground  that 
Solomon  tells  us,  Prov.  xxviii.  26.  **  He  that  trufteth  in  his 
own  heart,  is  a  fool."  Let  us  therefore  advert  unto  that  ca- 
veat of  the  apollle's,  Heb.  iii.  12.  "  Take  heed,  brethren, 
left  there  be  in  any  of  you  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief^  in  depart- 
ing from  the  living  God.''  I  might  mention  many  otlier 
caufes,  if  time  would  allow,  fuch  as  abfoiute  and  downright 
bypocrify  in  their  management  with  God.  If  the  heart  be 
not  right  with  God,  people  can  never  be  ftedfaft  in  his  cove- 
nant.'* Again,  felf-confidence,  when  men  lean  to  their  own 
underftanding,  truft  to  their  own  ftrength ;  like  Peter,  "  Tho' 
all  men  fliould  for  fake  thee,  yet  will  not  I."  Thefe  refolu- 
tions,  that  are  founded  upon  our  own  ftrength,  will  prove  like 
Jonah's  gourd,  wither,  and  come  to  nought,  as  foon  as  ever 
the  wind  of  temptation  flows  on  them.  We  are  not  to  truft 
any  created  grace  that  is  in  us,  but  only  the  grace  that  is  in 
Chrift  Jefus  :  "  Be  ftrong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of 
his  might."  Again,  when  folk  voluntarily  difl)and  their 
guard,  and  flack  their  watch,  they  yield  themfelves  an  eafy 
prey  to  the  devil :  and  therefore,  "  Be  fober,  be  vigilant ;  for 
youj  adverfary  the  devil  goes  about,  as  a  roaring  lion,  feek- 
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iog  whom  he  may  devour."  Again,  when  folk  do  not  laj 
a  fure  foi^ndation.  He  that  builds  maft  count  the  coft. 
They  that  have  not  a  root  of  folid  grace  in  themfelves,  will 
fall  away  in  the  time  of  temptation.  And  fo  much  for  the 
caufes  of  defe&ion,  the  fecond  thing  propofed. 

III.  The  third  thing  was,  to  inquire  a  little  into  the  fea^ 
fans  of  defeBion.  The  words  alfo  give  ground  for  this  in<. 
quiry  :  From  that  time  many  of  his  difciples  went  back.  Ye 
may  take  thefe  few,  among  many  others. 

I.  DefeAions  may  happen  after  God  has  been  making  very 
fignal  and  remarkable  appearances  in  his  providence  for  a 
people.  Chrift,  in  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  had  made  a 
Sgnal,  yea,  a  iniraculous  appearance,  for  thofe  people,  by 
feeding  them  in  a  defart  place  ;  and  yet  a  day  or  two  after^ 
they  went  hachy  and  walked  no  more  with  him.  This  was  the 
fin  of  Ifrael.  God  delivers  them  out  of  their  Egyptian  bondage, 
in  a  wonderful  way,  plaguing  their  enemies,  and  dividing  th^ 
Red  Sea  before  them  5  and  yet  they  foon  forgot  his  mighty 
works,  and  turned  afide  from  the  right  way.  And,  alas  I 
may  not  this  aggravate  the  defe^ions  whereof  we  in  this 
land  are  guilty,  that  we  have  turned  afide  from  God,  after 
many  furprifing  and  almoft  miraculous  deliverances  that  he 
has  wrought  for  us  ?  . 

a.^Defeftions  frequently  happen  in  the  midft  of  the  cleared 
revelation  of  the  gofpel,  and  when  the  light  of  the  gofpei  is 
fliining  with  the  greateft  brightnefs  among  a  people.  This 
people  here  had  heard  Chrift  himfelf  preach,  who  fpake  a$ 
never  man  fpake ;  and  yet,  immediately  upon  the  back  of 
hearing  hint),  they  turned  their  back  upon  him.  This  al£b 
aggravates  our  defeftions,  and  abounding  fins,  that  they  are 
under  the  clcareft  fun-fliine  of  gofpel-revelation  :  **  If  I  had 
not  come  and  fpoken  unto  them,  they  had  not  had  fin  ;  but 
now  they  have  no  cloak  for  their  fin." 

3.  After  very  folemn  profeffions  of  love  and  friendfliip 
unto  Chrift.  This  people  here  profefled  fuch  a  kindnefs  un- 
to Chrift,  that  they  would  needs  make  him  a  king  \  and  they 
are  fo  taken  with  him,  that  they  follow  him  to  the  other  fide 
of  the  fea ;  and  yet,  alas  !  they  went  hacky  and  walked  no 
more  with  him.  Thus  Ifrael  alfo,  they  feemingly  profefied, 
that  whatever  the  Lord  their  God  fhould  command  them,  that 
they  would  obferve  and  do  ;  but  they  quickly  **  turned  afide 
like  a  deceitful  bow.''  My  friends,  ye  have  been  profefling 
friendfliip  to  Chrift,  before  men  and  angels,  by  partaking  of 
the  fymhoh  o£  his  body  and  blood  :  O  take  care  that  ye  be 
ffof  found  pm£iicaUy  renouncing  your  tacx^tmervx.^  wv^^k^t^- 
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ments,    bjr  entering  upon  a  courfe  of  de£e£tion.       Alas !      , 
may  not  the  defedions  of  many  profieflbrs  be  dated  from  a 
cotiunuiiton*table  ?  they  come  away,  after  they  have  got  the 
fop,  with  more  of  hell  and  the  devil  in  them  than  before* 

4.  After  fome  remarkable  common  illumination,  and  Seem- 
ing experiences  in  religion,  Heb.  vi.  &c«     It  was  an  high      • 
aggravation  of  Solomon's  fin,  that  he  went  aftray  after  t£e 
Lord  had  ieveral  times  appeared  to  him. 

5.  The  time  of  worldly  profperity.  Dent*  xxxii.  15. 
*^  Jefhurun  waxed  fat,  and  kicked.**  And  Hot  xiii.  6.  "  Ac- 
cording to  their  pafture,  fo  were  they  filled  :  they  were  fill- 
ed,  and  their  heart  was  exalted ;  therefore  have  they  forgot- 
ten me.'*  , 

6.  A  time  of  trial  and  perfecution  for  righteoufnefs  Cdce, 
when  enemies  are  invading  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
church  of  Chrift,  cafttng  fire  into  his  fanftuary,  and  polluting 
the  dwelling-place  of  his  name.  This  is  a  (eafon  wherein  the 
Lord  calls  for  a  fpecial  teftimony  for  him  at  the  hand  of  pro- 
feflbrs  ;  and  yet  even  then  many  do  fall  off,  a^d  fail  with  the 
flream.  The  flony-ground  hearers,  when  afHiftion  or  perfe- 
cution arifes  becaufe  of  the  word,  immediately  they  are  of- 
fended. Rotten  fruit  ufually  drops  off  in  a  florm  ;  and  the 
wind  commonly  drives  away  the  chaff. 

7.  Defedion  may  happen  among  a  people,  even  when 
there  is  a  remnant  keeping  their  ground,  and' maintaining 
their  integrity ;  as  ye  fee  here.  When  the  multitude  are  " 
turning  their  back  on  Chrifl,  he  fays  to  his  difciplcs,  "  Will 
ye  alfo  go  away  ?»*  Unto  which  they  anfwered,  "  Lord,  to 
whom  ihall  we  go  but  unto  thee  ?  thou  haft  the  words  of 
eternal  life."  Rev.  iii.  4.  **  Thou  hafl  a  few  names  even  in 
Sardisy  which  have  not  defiled  their  garments,"  &jc. 

IV.  The  fourth  thing  is,  to  inquire  who  they  are  that 
make  this  defeBion  from  Chrifl.  We  are  told  here,  that 
they  were  difciples,  that  is,  they  were  fo  profeffedly.  They 
pretended  to  be  difciples,  and  had  gone  confiderable  lengths 
with  Chrifly  which  had  procured  this  charader  unto  them. 
For, 

I.  They  had  entered  into  Chrifl*s  fchool,  and  got  many 
a  fweet  leffon  :  but,  hearing  many  things ^  they  did  not  obferoe 
them. 

They  were  difciples  ;  for  they  owned  him  as  their  Mailer 
and  Lord  :  ver.  25.  "  When  they  had  found  him  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  fea,  they  faid  unto  him.  Rabbi,  when  earned  thou 
hither?"  and^  vp.  J4.  *'Lord,  evermore  give  us  tVvvs Yitt-^A.'"* 
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Of  the  fame  kind  are  thefc,  Matth.  vii.  22.  who  cried,  "  Lord^ 
Lordy  have  we  not  prophefi.ed  in  thy  name  ?"  &c. 

3.  They  were  a  fet  of  men  that  had  a  very  fiery  edge  upon 
them  for  a  while  ;  for  they  not  only  followeid  Chrift  through 
the  fca,  but  they  have  feemingly  very  ftrong  defires  after 
Chrift,  and  the  bread  of  life  :  "  Lord  (fay  they^,  evermore 
give  us  this  bread."  But  though  with  their  mouth  they  pre- 
tended much  love,  yet  their  heart  went  after  their  covetouf- 
nefs. 

4.  They  are  called  dlfciples ;  for  they  joined  themfelves 
unto  the  fociety  of  the  true  and  real  difciples  of  Chrift,  and 
go  along  with  them,  in  following  Chrift  for  a  confidferable 
time;  but  yet  turn  their  backs  on  them  at  length. 

5.  They  had  been  eye  and  ear  witnefles  of  the  do^lrine  and 
miracles  of  Chrift  :  and  yet,  for  all  this,  they  went  backy  and 
walked  no  more  with  him.  Thus  ye  fee  upon  what  account 
they  might  be  called  difciples. . 

.  •  And  now,  feeing  in  the  text  we  are  told  that  they  were 
many;  hence,  therefore,  ye  may  take  the  following  obferva- 
tions  or  remarks. 

1.  That,  among  the  multitude  of  profeffors,  Chrift  has 
comnK>nly  but  a  thin  backing  in  a  winnowing  and  fifting 
time  :  There  was  but  a  handful  that  ftaid  with  Chrift  ;  the 
greateft  multitude  dropped  off.  The  heap  of  corn  is  but 
imall,  when  the  ftraw  and  chaff  are  feparated  from  it. 
Chrift's  flock  is  but  a  little  flock  :  ^ "  Many  are  called,  but. 
few  are  chofen.  Strait  is  the  gate,  and  narrow  is  the  way, 
which  leadeth  unto  life,  and  few  there  be  that  find  it." 

2.  As  Chrift  has  but  a  thin  backing,  fo  the  greateft  num- 
ber of  profeffors  ufually  dance  to  the  devil's  pipe,  and  com- 
ply with  the  fide  of  the  times.  Many  of  them  went  back,  only 
the  twelve. ftaid  behind  :  "  Broad  is  the  way  that  leadeth  to 
deftrudion,  and  many  there  be  which  go  in  thereat." 

3.  Defeftion  from  Chrift  is  of  a  very  fpreading  and  con- 
tagious nature ;  a  little  of  tliis  leaven  is  fair  to  leaven  the 
whole  lump  ;  like  a  peftilential  air,  it  flies  over  a  whole  coun- 
try or  kingdom  in  a  very  little  time.  Among  the  many 
thoufands  in  Ifrael,  only  feven  thoufand  had  not  bowed  unto 
Baal.  There  were  but  "  a  few  names  in  Sardis,  which  had 
not  defiled  their  garments."     Hence  it  follows. 

4.  That  the  way  of  the  multitude  is  always  to  be  fufpefl:- 
ed.  And  people  are  never  to  think  themfelves  fafe  ei«ou|E^h, 
becaufe  they  have  many  neighbours  ;  for  we  are  not  to  fol- 
low a  multitude  to  evil,  in  regard  the  way  of  the  multitude 
is  a  way  coo  monly  loathed  of  God. 

5.  The  followers  of  Chrift  need  not  be  difcouraged  becaufe 
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of  the  paucity  of  their  number ;  for  it  has  been  fo  \sr^\  ages. 
It  was  fo  at  firft,  and  will  be  fo  to  the  end  of  the  world : 
"  When  the  Son  of  man  cometh,  fliall  he  find  faith  in  the 
earth  ?''  And  therefore,  I  fay,  though  ye  fhould  fit  like  a  pe» 
lican  in  the  wildernefs,  and  owl  in  the  defart ;  though  ye 
ihould  become  the  fong  of  the  drunkard,*and  be  held  for  figns 
and  wonders  in  Ifrael,  becaufe  of  the  Angularity  of  your 
way ;  yet  be  not  difcQuraged  at  this,  for  it  is  far  better  to  go 
to  heaven  alone  than  to  hell  in  company. 

Now,  if  it  be  alked.  Why  the  Lord  fuflPereth  defcftions 
among  his  profeffed  difciples  ?  I  anfwer  briefly,  i.  Becaufe 
God  will  have,  a  difference  put  between  the  precious  and  the 
vile:  I  Cor.  xi.  19.  "  There  muft  needs  be  herefies  among 
you,  that  they  which  are  approved  may  be  made  manifeft." 
God  will  have  the  chaff  diftinguiflied  from  the  wheat,  the 
drofs  from  the  true  gold  5  he  will  have  his  Ifrael  pro\'^ed  and 
tried,  that  they  may  be  diftinguifhed  from  dthers.  2.  That 
real  difciples  may  be  excited  to  cleave  to  the  Lord  with  the 
more  firmnefs  and  refolution :  "  Lord,  to  whom  fliall  we  go^ 
but  unto  thee  ?"  faid  the  twelve,  when  they  (aw  the  multi- 
tude running  away.  We  have  a  word  to  this  purpofe.  Job 
xvii,  8.  9.  "  The  innocent  fliall  fliir  up  himfelf  "againft  the  hy- 
pocrite ;"  and  then  it  immediately  follows,  **  The  righteous 
fliall  hold  on  his  way,  and  he  that  hath  clean  hands  fliall  add 
ftrength,"  as  in  the  Hebrew,  or  "  be  ftronger  and  ftrongcr;'* 
intimating  thus  much,  that  the  defeftions  of  hypocrites  from 
the  way  of  the  Lord  fharpens  the  refolution  of  the  truly  god- 
ly in  cleaving  thereunto  ;  for  at  fuch  a  time*,  God,  as  it  were, 
is  iffuing  his  proclamation  in  the  camp  of  Ifrael,  "  Who  is  on 
the  Lord's  fide  ?"  Unto  which  we  may  add,  that  thefe  de- 
fedions  of  pretended  difciples  do,  in  a  way  of  righteous 
judgement,  prove  ftumbling-blocks  to  others,  whereby  tliey 
are  hardened  in  a  way  of  fifn.  And  thus  a  wo  falls  both  upoa 
the  offender  and  the  offended;  according  to  that  of  Chrift's, 
Matth.  xviii.  7,  "  Wo  unto  the  world  becaufe  of  offences : 
for  it  muft  needs  be  that  offences  come ;  but  wo  to  that  maa 
by  whom  the  oflfence  cometh." 

V.  Thtjifth  thing  is,  to  give  a  few  charaBers  ofthofe  who 
Jail  off  finally  y  and  walk  no  more  with  Cbrijl,  Only,  before 
I  ^o  on,  I  would  permit,  that  I  do  not  here  offer  to  give  po- 
.fitive  marks  of  an  irrecoverable  condition ;  for  who  can  fet 
bounds  to  the  infinite  grace  arid  mercy  of  him,  to  whom  no 
cafe  is  defperate,  and  who  is  able  to  fave  to  the  utter moft  of 
fin,  and  to  the  uttermoft  of  mifery  ?     Bat  all  I  do  is,  to  of- 
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fer  fome  melancholy  fymptoms  or  prefumptions  of  an  Irre- 
coverable defe&ion. 

r.  It  is  a  fhrewd  evidence  of  a  final  defedion,  when  people 
fall  off  from  the  profeffion  and  praftice  of  religion,  after  fome 
fignal,  thodgh  common,  illuminations  and  irradiations  of  the 
Spirit ;  for  which  ye  may  read  Heb.  vi.  4. — 6. 

2.  When  people,  through  the  influence  of  thefe  common  il- 
luminations in  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  have  been  led  to  make 
confiderable  advances  in  the  way  of  religion,  and  yet  afterward 
apoftatife,  and  fall  back  into  the  fame  puddle  of  wickednefs 
which  they  feemed  to  have  efcaped.  A  pregnant  fcripture 
for  this  ye  have,  2  Pet.  ii.  20.  21. 

3.  When  people  knowingly  and  wilfully  venture  upon  a 
way  of  fin,  after  they  have  received  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth :  for  which  fee  Heb.  x.  26.  27.  When  folk  come  that 
length,  efpecially  after  a  profeffion  of  religion,  as  to  become 
mockers  of  true  piety,  attempting  to  ridicule  things  facred, 
and  to  banter  thefe  out  of  their  religion,  whom  they  think 
to  be  aiming  heavenward  ;  this  is  a  black  mark  of  one  that 
is  entirdly  given  up  of  God,  this  being  an  open  proclamation 
of  war  agamft  heaven.  "  Be  not  mockers,  left  your  bands 
be  made  ftrong." 

4*  Thofe  whofe  hearts  are  filled  with  malice  againft  the 
image  of  God  in  his  people,  who  naufeate  and  deteft  the  very 
pidure  of  holinefs  in  his  people,  and  fo  become  open  perfe- 
cutors  of  Chrift  in  his  members,  and  take  all  methods  ima- 
ginable to  extirpate  the  name  of  Chrift  and  Chriftianity  out 
of  the  world  ;  as  did  the  curfed  apoftate  Julian. 

5.  When  people  get  fuccefs  and  profperity  in  a  way  of 
fin.  They  thirft  after  fin,  and  God  grants  them  the  defirfc 
of  their  hearts.  This  is  a  fign  of  total  and  final  defeftion  ; 
for,  fays  the  Lord,  "  backfliders  in  heart  Ihall  be  filled  with 
their  own  ways."  Perhaps,  Sirs,  you  think  all  is  right,  be- 
caufe  God  in  his  providence  does  not  check  you  in  your  fin- 
ful  way's.  But  affure  yourfelves,  there  cannot  be  a  fadder 
mark  of  his  wrath  and  vengeance ;  for  then  he  feems  to  be 
faying,  **  They  are  joined  to  their  idols,  let  them  alone  ;  Let 
him  that  is  filthy,  be  filthy  ftill." 

6.  When,  after  challenges  of  confcience,  rebukes  from  the 
word  and  Spirit  upon  the  account  of  fin,  all  comes  to'  be 
huihed  up  in  a  profound  filence,  and  the  fenfes  of  the  foul 
are  locked  up  in  a  deep  flumber,  then  it  would  appear,  that 
God  is  faying,  as  he  faid  td  the  old  world,  "  My  Spirit  fhall 
no  more  ftrive  with  them."  '^They  **  would  not  hearken  to 
my  voice,  and  Ifrael  would  none  of  me.  So  I  gave  them  Up 
unto  their  own  hearts  lufts  j  and  they  walked  in  their  oivn 
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counfels.  I  would  have  purged  them,  and  they  were  not 
purged ;  therefore  they  (hall  not  be  purged  from  their  fil- 
thinefs  any  more,  till  I  have  caufed  my  fury  to  reft  upon 
them."  We  have  a  fad  inftance  of  this  nature,  If.  vi.  10. 
There  is  a  people  on  whom  God  had  taken  a  great  de^l  of 
pains^  as  we  read,  chap.  v.  He  had  chofen  them  as  his  vine- 
yard, planted  them  in  a  fruitful  foil :  but  all  his  labour  was 
loft  ;  they  ftill  went  on  in  a  courfe  of  defedion  and  apoftafy ; 
inilead  of  grapes,  they  brought  forth  wild  grapes.  Well,  at 
length  God  feals  them  up  under  a  ftroke  of  judicial  blindnefs 
and  hardnefs,  fo  that  no  reproof  from  word,  providence,  or 
confcience,  fhould  ever  dare  upon  tliem.  *'  Go  (fays  the 
Lord),  and  make  the  heart  of  this  people  fat,  and  make  their 
ears  heavy,  and  fhut  their  eyes  ;  left  they  fee  with  their  eyes, 
and  hear  with  their  ears,  and  underftand  with  their  hearts^ 
and  convert,  and  be  healed/' 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  application,  I  fliall  obviate  a  q^ue- 
ftion  which  fome  ferious  foul  may  be  ready  to  move,  upon 
wh»t  has  been  faid  on  the  former  head,  viz.  Wherein  lies  the 
difference  between  the  partial  ahd  temporary  defeftions  of 
the  godly,  and  thefe  total,  final,  and  irreco^-erable  apoftafies 
of  hypocrites  and  temporary  believers  ? 

Unto  which  I  anfwer,  i.  The  believer,  when  he  is  left  to 
backflide,  or  to  fall  into  any  fin,  he  howls  and  groans  under 
it ;  it  lic5S  heavy  on  him,  like  a  burden  too  heavy  for  him  to 
bear.  "  Mine  iniquities  have  taken  hold  upon  me,  fo  that  I 
am  not  able  to  look  up  ;  they  are  more  than  the  hairs  of  mine 
head,  therefore  my  heart  faileth  me."  They  can  never  enjoy 
themfelves  with  fatisfoftion,  till  they  be  recovered  again.  An 
inftance  of  this  we  have  in  the  apoftle  Peter,  after  he  had 
been  left  to  make  that  foul  ftep  of  defeftioh,  in  denying  Chrift 
with  curfes  and  imprecations  :  after  Chrift  gave  him  but  a 
look,  he  went  out,  and  wept  bitterly.  Tfie  fame  we  fee  in 
David,  Pfal.  li.  After  he  had  been  guilty  of  murder  and 
adultery,  in  the  matter  of  Uriah  and  Bath&eba,  how  doth  he 
lament  and  bewail  his  folly  ?  And  that  which  principally 
touches  them,  is  not  fo  niuch  the  penal,  as.,  the  moral  evil 
of  their  defediion ;  tliey  are  not  fo  much  grieved  that  they 
themfelves  fuffer,  as  tiiat  God  is  diftionoured,  and  religion^ 
wounded  by  their  meanti ;  as  we  fee  in  David,  Pfal.  li».'4.- 
"  Agiinft  thee,  thee  only,  have  I  finned,  and  done  this  evil  in 
thyVight," 

2.  They  are  never  at  reft,  or  eafe,  till  the v  have  the  guilt' 
Tind  filth  of  their  fin  expiated  and  waflied  awa^-  by  the  blood 
and  Spirit  of  ihe  Lord  Jefus  -,  aid  all  tl'e  world  will  not 
quiet  their  confcience*?^  till  this  be  obtaine^\.     *'  O  (Jf^i^^Ti^- 
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vid,  after  he  had  made  this  foul  ftep),  wafh  me  thoroughly 
from  mine  iniquity,  and  cleanfe  me  from  my  fin :"  And 
again,  ver.  7.  **  Purge  me  with  hyffop,  and  1  ihall  be  clean  5 
walh  me,  and  I  ihall  be  whiter  than  Ihow."  Whereas  the 
hypocrite,  when  he  falls,  fatisfies  the  clamours  of  his  con- 
fcience,  either  by  extenuating  his  fin,  or  by  multiplying  iiis 
duties  :  "  Will  the  Lord  be  pleafed  with  thoufands  of  rams, 
or  with  ten  thoufands  of  rivers  of  oil  ?"  But  he  never  runs 
to  Ghrift,  to  have  his  confcience  fprinkled  from  dead  works. 

3.  The  believer,  after,  he  has  fallen,  doth  not  fatisfy  him^- 
felf  with  a  turning  from  fin  unto  God,  but  he  muft  have 
foipe  reviving  intimations  of  God's  favour  and  reconciled 
countenance :  as  David,  ver,  8,  **  Make  me  to  hear  joy  and 
gladnefs  ;  that  the  bones  which  thou  haft  broken  may  re- 
joice. '  Though  all  the  world  fliould  fawn  upon  him,  yet  it 
will  not  pleafe  him,  unlefs  he  get  a  fmile  from  God  himfelf. 

4.  The  belieV6r,  when  he  falls,  his  fall  leads  him  to  bewail 
the  corruption  and  depravation  of  his  nature.  He  traces  the 
ftreams  to  the  fountain,  and  fits  down  there,  and  weeps  over 
it,  as  the  caufe.o.f  all  his  defedions  and  b^ckflidings  from 
Qpd  5.  as  David  did,  y6r.  5.  **  Behold,  I  was  Ihapen  ia  ini- 
quity ;  and  in  fin  did  my  mother  .conceive  mc  :"  and  looks 
up  to  God  for  a.caft  of  renewing  grace,  ver.  10.  **  Create 
in  me  a  clean  heart,  O  God,  and  renew  a  right  fpirit  within 
mc."  ■ :  Whereas  hypocrites  bewail  the  lofs  of  their  reputation 
more  than  they  do  their  fin,  or  the  depravation  of  their  na- 
turec  ■ 

5.  When  believers  fall,  they  come  under  frefli  engagements, 
tl?r<^ilgh  grace, to  walk  more  clofely  with  God  than  ever  they 
have  dbne.befo.re,  and  endeavour  to  be  more  ferviceable  to 
him  in  their  genqiation  than  ever  ;  as  David,  ver.  12.  13. 
**  Reftore  unto  me  the  joy  of  thy  falvation ;  then  will  I  teach 
tranfgreflbrs  thy  ways,  and  finners  fliall  be  converted  unto 
thee." 

6.  As  burnt  bairns  dread. the  fire,  they  are  afraid  of  falling 
into  the  fame  fins* again  ;  and  for  this  end  indent  with  God, 
no^.in  their  own,.but  only  in  his  ftrength.  to  keep  them;  as 
3?avid;  "  Uphold  me  with,  thy  free  fpirit ;"  and  again  elfe- 
^ber.e,:  ^*  Hold  ..up  my  goings  in  thy  paths,  that  my  footfteps 
qiay  npt  Aide  ;■'  and  Pfal.cxix.  5.  "  O  t:«at  my  ways  were  di- 
r^ft^d  .to  keep  thy  ftatutes  !"  Now,  from  thefe  marks  of 
the  partial  falls  of  the  godly,  ye  may  eafily  gather  the  dif- 
is?3;ence  between  them,  and  the  damnable  apoftafy  and  total 
defeftion  of  hypocrites  and  reprobates. 

And  now  I  go  on  to  the  application  of  this  doftrine  5  and 

all 
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«U  the  ufe  I  make  of  it  {hall  be  in  a  word  of  exhortation. 
Is  it  fo,  that  many  of  Chrift's  pretended  difciples  do,  fome 
time  or  other,  fall  totally  and  finally  away  from  him  ?  Then 
let  me  exhort-  and  perfuade  all  hearing  me,  but  efpecially 
you  who  have  been  lifting  up  your  hands  to  him  at  a  commu- 
nion-table, and  profeffing  to  be  his  difciples,  by  laying  your 
hands  on  a  flain  Redeemer,  to  endeavour  firmnefs  and  {lability, 
in  cleaving  to  Chri{l  and  his  way.  O  let  it  not  be  faid  of 
you,  as  it  is  faid  of  thefe  difciples  here,  From  that  time  thdy 
went  backy  and  walked  no  more  ivith  him. 

To  enforce  this  exhortation,  conddcr ^Jlrfi,  the  evil  of  apo- 
ftafy,  either  in  part,  or  in  whole. 

I.  It  is  a  provocation  of  the  higheft  nature.  And  tliere  are 
efpecially  two  evils  in  it,  which  cannot  but  awaken  divine  re- 
fentment,  viz.  treachery  and  ingratitude.  lyZ,  There  is 
treachery  in  it.  What  hu{band  would  take  it  well,  if  his 
wife  {hould  abandon  him,  and  follow  after  othen  lovers  ?  My 
friends,  you  have  been  taking  God  for  your  hu{band,  in  a 
folemn  manner,  before  angels  and  men  ;  and  will  it  not  be 
treachery  in  the  highe{l  degree,  to  go  and  prollitute  your 
fouls  unto  fin,  his  greateft  enemy  ?  Will  not  this  ca{l  a  ca- 
Innmy  and  reproach  upon  God,  as  if  others  were  better  than 
he  ?  This  will  make  him  fay,  "  What  iniquity  have  your 
fathers  found  in  me  ?"  &c.  *'  O  my  people,  what  have  I 
done  unto  thee  ?  and  wherein  have  I  wearied  thee?"  '2'd/y, 
There  .is  ingratitude  in  it  alfo.  It  was  a  very  cutting  word 
that  Chri{l  had  to  his  difciples,  in  the  verfe  following  our 
text,  **  Will  ye  alfo  leave  me  ?*'  The  fame  is  he  faying  to 
every  one  of  you,  "  Will  ye  alfo  go  away,  after  fuch  proofs 
of  my  kindnefs,  after  fuch  repeated  vows  and  obligations  ? 
From  all  which  it  is  evident,  that  apo{lafy  is  a  provocation  of 
the  hlghe{l  nature. 

a.  Your  backfliding  will  give  a  deep  wound  to  religion, 
and  bring  up  a  reproach  upon  the  good  ways  of  God.  You 
have  been  owning  him  as  your  Lord  and  Ma{ler,  and  declaring 
before  the  world,  that  you  think  his  fervice  the  befl:  fervice, 
his  wages  the  befl:  wages  ;  that  one  day  in  his  courts  is  bet- 
ter than  a  thoufand.  Now,  if  after  all  you  bacldlide,  will 
Hot  the  world  conclude,  that  you  have  not  found  that  in  his 
fervice  which  you  expefted  ?  And  thus  others  will  be  fea- 
red from  the  good  ways  of  the  Lord. 

3.  You  will  grieve  the  hearts  of  the  godly,  whofe  hearts 
God  would  not  grieve.  And  it  is  a  dangerous  thing  to  of- 
fend one  of  his  little  ones  :  "  It  were  better  for  you  that  a 
jnill-{lone  were  hanged  about  your  neck,  and  you  call  into 
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the  midft  of  the  fea,  than  that  you  fliould  offend  one  of  thefe 
little  ones." 

4.  If  je  {hall  apoflatife  in  whole,  and  (tide  back  with  % 
perpetual  backfliding,  it  will  be  a  prelude  of  your  eternal 
baniihment  and  feparation  from  the  prefence  of  God.  God's 
foul  takes  no  pleafure  in  backfliders,  and  therefore  they  can 
never  have  accefs  into  his  gracious  prefence,  confequently  fhall 
be  puniihed  with  everlafting  deftruftion. 

5.  If  ye  be  believers,  and  apoftatife  in  part,  ye  Ihall  put  a 
whip  in  God's  hand  to  chaftife  you.  If  ye  fhall  after  this 
turn  carelefs  in  your  walk,  more  remifs  in  duty,  lefs  frequent, 
lefs  fervent,  lefs  lively,  than  before,  ye  may  affure  yourfclves, 
that  ye  fliall  not  go  unpunifhed :  "  You  only  have  I  known 
of  all  the  families  of  the  earth  :  therefore  I  will  punifh  you 
for  all  your  iniquities.  If  his  children  forfake  my  law,  and 
keep  not  my  commandoients  :  then  will  I  vifit  their  tranlgref- 
fion  with  the  rod,  and  their  iniquity  witli  ftripes." 

Secondh^  Confider  fome  great  advantages  of  liability  in  clea- 
vii/g  to  Cfhrift,  and  ftanding  firm  to  his  caufe  and  intereft- 

1.  It  will  furnifh  you  much  inward  peace  and  tranquillity 
of  mind  :  "  Great  peace  have  all  they  which  love  thy  law." 
God  tells  Ifrael,  that  if  they  had  cleaved  unto  him  and  his 
way,  **  their  peace  fhould  have  been  as  a  river,  and  their 
righteoufnefs  as  the  waves  of  the  fea." 

2.  It  will  glorify  God,  and  reflet  a  luflre  upon  religion  ; 
make  the  world  conclude  ye  ferve  a  good  Mailer.  Hence  is 
that  of  Chrid,  "  Let  your  light  fo  lliine  before  men,  that  they 
may  fee  your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  father  which  is  in 
heaven." 

3.  As  backfliding  ftrikes  a  damp  upon  the  fpirit  at  the 
approaches  of  death  ;  fo  flability  of  heart,  in  the  Lord's  way, 
affords  courage  and  confidence,  through  Chrift,  upon  the  ap- 
proach of  that  grim  meffenger  of  the  Lord  of  hofts.  Hence 
is  that  of  Paul,  "  I  have  fought  a  good  fight  .5  I  have  finiihcd 
vcij  courfe  ;  1  have  kept  the  faith.  Henceforth  there  is  laid 
up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteoufnefs,"  See. 

4.  The  reward  of  grace  is  infured  in  Chrift  to  the  ftedfaft 
foul  ;  I  Cor.  XV.  j 8.  **  Be  ye  fledfafl,  unmoveable,  always 
abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  and  your  labour  fhall  not 
be  in  vain  in  the  Lord."  Remember,'*that  your  title  to  the  re- 
ward comes  in  by  virtue  of  your  union  with  Chrift  ;  and  O 
how  glorious  is  that  reward  the  ftedfaft  foul  is  entitled  to 
through  him  !  It  has  a  kingdom  fecured  to  it :  "  Ye  are  they 
which  have  contintied  with  me  in  my  temptations  ;  and  I  ap» 
point  unto  you  a  kingdom."     A  thror.e  ;    Rev.  iii.  21.  "  To 

him 
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him  that  overcometh  will  1  grant  to  fit  with  me  in  my  throne." 
A  crown  is  (ecured ;  a  crown  of  life :  "  Be  thou  faithful  unto 
death,  and  I  will  give  thee  a  crown  of  life."  A  crown  of  glor  j : 
**  When  the  chief  Shepherd  ihall  appear^  je  ihall  receive  a 
crown  of  glory,  which  fadeth  not  away."  A  crown  of  righ- 
teoufnefsy  which  is  "  laid  up  for  all  that  keep  the  faith,  and 
love  his  appearing."  A  crown  of  joy,  yea,  a  crown  of  ever- 
lafting  joy,  fliall  be  **  upon  their  heads,  and  forrow  and  fighing 
fliall  fly  away>' 

I  conclude  with  two  or  three  advices. 

I  •  Take  care  that  the  foundation  be  well  laid^  upon  the 
cverlafting  Rock  Jefus  Chrift  ;  for  this  is  tht  foundation  that 
God  hath  laid  in  Zion^  and  another  foundation  can  no  man  lay. 
Ye  muft  be  cemented  to  this  foundation  by  the  Spirit  and 
faith,  otherwife  ye  can  never  ftand  in  a  day  of  trial ;  for  your 
root  being  rottcnnefe,  your  "  bloflbm  fliall  go  up  as  the  duft." 
The  houfe  built  upon  the  fand  fell,  when  the  floods  came,  and 
the  winds  blew  and  beat  upon  it ;  but  the  houfe  founded  upon 
this  rock  fliall  ftand  out  againft  the  utmoft  eflForts  of  the  gates 
ofheU. 

a.  M^tain  an  everlafting  jealoufy  over  your  own  hearts; 
for  "  he  that  trufteth  in  his  own  heart  is  a  fool,"  cQnfidering 
that  it  is  "  deceitful  above  all  things,  and  defperatdy  wicked.* 
Particularly  take  heed  of  the  workings  and  fproutings  of  the 
bitter  root  of  unbelief,  which  caufes  to  depart  from  the  living 
God,  Heb.  iii.  12. 

3.  Keep  your  eyes  upon  the  promifes  of  perfevering  grace, 
particularly  that,  Jer.  xxxii.  40.  "  I  will  make  an  everlafting 
covenant  with  them,  that  I  will  not  turn  away  from  them  to 
do  them  good  ;  but  I  will  put  my  fear  in  their  hearts,  that 
they  fliall  not  depart  from  me."  If  you  plead  and  improve 
this  promife  by  faith,  it  is  impoflible  ye  can  draw  back  j  for 
it  is  **  impoflible  for  God  to  lie."  God  ftands  on  both  fides 
of  the  covenant,  to  fulfil  both  his  and  our  part  of  the  fame  ; 
and  therefore  plead,  that  he  may  fulfil  his  in  you,  that  he 
would  keep  you  by  his  power,  through  faith  unto  falvation. 

4.  Keep  a  fl^ady  eye  on  Chrift,  the  blefl"ed  Mediator  of  the 
covenant.  Eye  him  as  the  ftore-houfe  and  fountain  of  all 
your  fupplies  of  grace  and  ftrength  ;  for  it  is  *'  out  of  his  ful- 
nefs  that  we  receive,  and  grace  for  grace.**  Eye  him  as  your 
Captain,  to  fight  all  your  battles  againft  fin  and  Satan  ;  for 
he  has  "  fpoiled  principalities  and  powers  ;''  and  if  ever  we 
overcome,  it  muft  be  in  the  blood  and  ftrength  of  the  Lamb. 
Eye  him  as  your  guide,  to  lead  you  through  all  the  dark  and 
difficult  fteps  of  your  pilgrimage ;  for  **  he  leads  tlie  blind  in 
a  way  that  they  have  not  known.    Eye  him  as  your  i^'a.XX.^t\\  \ 
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endeavour  to  imitate  him  in  all  his  imitable  perfeftions  4  run 
your  Chriftian  race,  **  looking  unto  Jefus."  Remember  how 
fteady  and  firm  he  was  in  carrying  on  the  great  work  of  rc- 
.  demption  ;  he  Jet  his  face  like  a  JUnt  agaiufl  all  the  florms 
and  obftacles  that  lay  in  his  way ;  he  did  not  faint,  nor  was 
he  difcouraged,  but  *'  travelled  on  in  the  greatnefs  of  his 
ftrength,  enduring  the  irofs,  and  defpifing  the  ihame  j"  for  he 
faid  on  the  crofs,  **  It  is  finifhed."  So  Ihidy  ye,  after  his  ex- 
ample, to  run  your  Chriilian  race,  your  courfe  of  obedience, 
and  prefs  on  againft  all  temptations  and  difliculties,  till  ye 
have  finiflied  your  coarfe  with  joy,  and  arrive  at  the  marlw 
and  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Chrift. 

5.  Be  aware  of  the  firfl  beginnings  of  dete^lion  and  back- 
fliding ;  for  one  trip  makes  way  for  another.  Defeftions, 
they  are  fike  the  roMing  of  a  ftone  upon  the  brow  of  an  high 
mountain  ;  if  once  it  begin  to  roll,  it  is  fair  never  to  reft 
till  it  be  at  the  bottom.  Ye  have  been  upon  the  mount  of 
God,  Sirs  ;  and  if  ye  begin  once  to  roll  down  the  hill  of  your 
high  profeilions  and  refolutions,  it  is  an  hundred  to  one  if  ye 
do  not  land  in  the  depths  of  apoflafy,  and  at  lail  in  the  depths 
of  hell. 

6.  Lajtlyy  Study  to  be  well  Ikilled  in  unmalking  the  my- 
ftery  of  iniquity,  and  in  detefting  the  wiles  and  flratagems 
of  the  tempter,  and  to  provide  yourfelves  with  fuitable  ante- 
dotes  againft  every  attack  of  the  enemy.  For  inftance,  if  he 
tell  thee  fin  is  pleafant,  aik  him,  if  the  gripings  of  the  wonn 
of  confcience  be  pleafant  too  ?  and  if  one  day  in  God's  houfe 
be  not  better  than  a  thoufand  in  the  tents  of  fin  ?  If  he  tell 
thee,  that  no  body  fees,  aik  him.  If  he  can  (hut  the  eye  of  an 
omnifcient  God,  whofe  eyes  are  as  a  flame  of  fire,"  and  who 
**  fetteth  our  moft  fecret  fins  in  the  light  of  his  countenance?" 
If  he  tell  thee,  that  it  is  but  a  little  one,  aik  him,  If  there  be  a 
little  God  ?  or  if  his  difpleafure  be  a  little  thing  ?  If  he  tell 
thee,  that  fin  is  profitable,  aik  him,  "  What  is  a  man  profited, 
if  he  Ihall  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lofe  his  own  foul  ?"  By 
confiderations  of  this  nature,  the  mind  comes  to  be  fortified 
agaihft  the  attacks  and  onfets  of  that  grand  enemy  of  falvation, 
and  prove  a  notable  ballaft  to  keep  the  foul  firm  and  fteady 
againft  the  moft  violent  ftorms  and  tempefts  that  may  blow 
leitherfrom  earth  or  hell. 
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THE  WIND  OF  THE  HOLY  GHOST  BLOWING  UPON  THE  DRT 
BONES  IN  THE  VALLEY  OF  VISION. 


A        SERMON, 

PREACHED  IN  THE  TOLBOOTH-CHURCH,  EBINB0RGH,  UF02C 
A  FAST-BAY  BEFORE  THE  SACRAMENT  OF  OUR  LORD^S 
SUFFER^   MARCH  I  J.    1715* 

Ezek.  xxxvii.  9. — Come  from  the  four  winds ^  0  breath,  and 
breathe  upon  thefeflain,  that  they  may  live. 

IN  the  beginniug  of  this  chapter,  the  Lord,  in  a  viiion, 
brings  the  prophet  Ezekiel  ioto  a  valley  full  of  dead 
mens  bones,  quite  dried  and  withered,  and  aiks  him  the  que- 
fiion.  If  he  thought  it  poiEble  for  thefe  drj. bones  to  live  ? 
thereby  intimating,  that  although  it  was  a  thing  impoiBblQ 
with  men,  yet  it  was  eafily  effbded  by  the  almighty  power 
of  God,  And,  to  convince  him  of  it,  he  commands  the  pro- 
pl>et  to  ^ak  unto  the  dry  bones,  and  to  tell  them,  in  his 
name,  that  he  Vould  make  the  breath  of  life  to  enter  into 
them  :  which  accordingly  is  done  ;  fox  the  prophet  having, 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  called  upon  the  four  winds  to 
breathe  upon  the  dry  bones,  immediately  life  enters  into  them^ 
and  they  come  together  bone  to  his  bone,  and  they  lived,  and 
flood  up  upon  their  feet,  and  became  an  exceeding  great  army. 
By  which  vifion  we  have  a  lively  reprefentation  of  a  three- 
fold refurreftion,  as  a  late  commentator  (Mr  Henry)  very 
well  obferves.  i.  Of  the  refurredion  of  the  body  at  the 
laft  day,  and  general  refurreftion,  when  God  will  command 
the  earth  to  give  up  its  dead,  and  the  fea  to  give  up  its  dead  ; 
and  when,  by  the  miniflry  of  angels,  the  duU  and  bones  of 
the  faints  fhall  he  gathered  from  the  four  winds  of  heaven, 
to  which  they  have  been  fcattered.  Or,  2.  We  have  iu 
this  vifion  a  lively  reprefentation  of  the  refurreclion  of  the 
foul  from  the  grave  of  lin  ;  which  is  effedlcd  by  preaching 
or  prophefying,  as  the  inftrumeatal,  and  by  the  powerful  i/»- 
fluence  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  as  the  principal  efficient 
cairfe  of  it :  and  the  wind  here  fpoken  of  is  plainly  faid  to  be 
underftood  of  tlie  Spirit,  ver.  14.  "J  will  put  ray  fpirit  in 
you,  and  ye  fliall  live/'    Or,  3.  we  have,  by  this  viiicA,  ^  iti- 
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prefentalion  of  the  refurredion  of  the  church  of  God,  from 
the  grave  of  her  bondage  and  captivity  in  Babylon,  under 
nrhich  they  were  at  prefent  detained.  And  this  indeed  is  the 
primary  and  immediate  fcope  of  the  vifion,  as  is  plain  from 
the  explication  that  follows  it,  ver.  ii,  ii.  13. 14.  However, 
feeing  the  deliverance  of  the  children  of  Ifrael  out  of  their 
Babyloniih  captivity,  was  typical  of  our  fpiritual  redemption 
purchafed  by  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  upon  the  crofs,  and  in  a 
day  of  power  aplied  by  the  mighty  and  powerful  operation  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  ;  and  feeing  it  is  this  redemption  that 
•we  under  the  gofpel  are  principally  concerned  with  ;  there- 
fore I  fhall  handle  the  words  that  I  have  read  under  this  fpi- 
ritual fenfe  and  meaning. 

And  in  them  briefly  we  have,  i.  A  difmal  cafe  fuppofed, 
and  that  is  fpiritual  deadnefs.  The  people  of  God  they  were 
not  only  in  bondage  i  under  their  enemies,  but  likewife  their 
fouls  were  at  this  time  in  a  languifliing  condition.  But  of 
this  more  afterwards. 

2-  We  have  a,blefled  remedy  here  expreffed,  and  that  is 
the  breathings  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  the  influences  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft  :  Come  from  the  four  winds,  0  breath,  &c.  Now, 
thefe  influences  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  are  here  defcribed, 

ijly  From  their  nature,  held  out  under  the  notion  and 
metapl^or  of  wind ;  Come  from  the  four  winds,  0  breath. 
Hiere  are  three  elements  by  which  the  operations  of  the  Spi- 
rit are  held  out  to  us  in  fcripture.  Sometimes  they  are  com- 
pared unto^r^:  Matth.  iii.  11.  "He  fliall  baptifeyou  (fpeak- 
ing  of  Chrift)  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  with  fire."  Some- 
times they  are  compared  unto  water :  If.  xiiv.  3.  "  I  will 
pour  water  upon  him  that  is  thirfty,  and  floods  upon  the  dry 
ground  :  I  will  pour  my  fpirit  upon  thy  feed,"  &c.  Some- 
times the  influencps  of  the  Spirit  are  held  forth  under  the  me- 
taphor of  wind,  as  in  Cant.  iv.  16.  "  Awake,  O  north  wind, 
and  come  thou  fouth,  blow  upon  my  garden."  So  here,  by 
the  wind,  or  breath  here  fpoken  of,  we  are  principally  to  un- 
derftartd  the  Spirit :  it  is  plainly  declared  to  be  the  Spirit  of 
God  in  the  14th  verfe  of  this  chapter.  I  cannot  ftand  to  fliew 
you  the  grounds  of  this  metaphor.  Wind,  you  know,  is  of  a 
cleanfincr,  cooling,  fr\iAifying  nature  and  virtue,  afts  freely  and 
irrefiftibly.  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  man  to  refift  or  oppofe 
the  blowings  of  the  wind.  So  the  influences  of  the  Spirit 
tlfey  deanfe  and  purify  the  heart ;  they  allay  the  ftorms  of 
confcierce,  make  the  bones  which  were  broken  to  rejoice  ; 
they  make  the  foul  to  grow  as  the  lily,  and  to  caft  forth  its 
roots  like  Lebanon  :  thcj  render  the  foul  fruitful  like  the 
garden  of  God ;  and  the  Spirit  afts  \vith  a  fovereign  free- 
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dona,  and  irrefiftible  efficacy,  as  ye  may  liear  aiSter wards. 
But, 

idly^  Thefe  influences  of  the  Holy  Gboft,  they  are  defcrib'ed 
from  their  variety,  four  winds  :  Come  from  the  four  winds  ^ 
0  breath ;  importing  the  manifold  influences  and  operations 
gi  this  one  and  eternal  Spirit.  Hence  we  read  of  the  "  nortli 
and  fouth  wind,"  Cant.  iv.  16.  and  of  "  the  feven  Spirits  thai 
are  before  the  throne  of  God,"  Rev.  iv.  5. 

3///^,  Thefe  influences  are  defcribed  from  their  acling  or 
operation,  which  is  here  called  a  breathing  :  Breathe  vpon 
thefe  Jlain.  By  the  afting  of  this  almighty  ^ind,  our  naturtvJr 
life  was  produced  and  formed,  Gen.  ii.  7.  We  are  there  told, 
that  after  God  had  "  formed  man  of  the  dud  of  the  ground, 
he  breathed  into  his  noflrils  the  breath  of  life  ;  and  he  became 
a  lining  foul."  Hence  is  that  of  Elihu,  Job  xxxili.  4.  "  The 
fpirit  of  God  hath  made  me,  and  the  breath  of  the  Almighty 
hath  given  me  life."  And  it  is  by  the  influences  of  the  fame 
almighty  breath,  that  our  fouls  are  quickened,  when  dead  in 
trefpafTes  and  fins,  an::!  our  fpiritual  life  is  formed  within  us. 
But  then, 

^tbly^  Thefe  influences  are  defcribed  from  the  end  andefFcft 
of  their  operation :  Breathe  upon  thcfeflain^  that  they  may  li'^e; 
that  is,  tliat  the  dry  bones  may  become  living  fouls,  that  out 
of  thefe  ftones  children  may  be  raifed  up  to  Abraham. 

Now,  from  thefe  words  thus  briefly  explained,  I  only  offer 
you  this  one  obfervation,  namely, 

DoCT.  "  That  as  the  generality  of  a  church  and  people  in  co- 
venant with  God,  may  be  in  a  very  dead  and  languifliing 
condition  as  to  their  fouls  ;  fo  the  breathings  and  influences 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  are  abfolutely  neceflary  for  their 
revival.  This  is  the  fum  of  what  I  intend  from  thefe 
words.  Come  from  the  four  winds^  0  breathy  and  breathe 
vpon  thefe  Jlain,  that  they  may  Hve»^ 

In  difcourfing  this  doftrine,  I  Ihall, 

I.  Speak  a  little  unto  this  deadnefs  which  is  incident  unto 
a  people  externally  in  covenant  with  God. 

II.  Unto  the  influences  or  breathings  of  the  wind  of  the 
Holy  Ghofl:,  which  are  fo  ablblutely  ncccffary  in  order  to 
tlieir  revival. 

ni.  Touch  at  that  life  which  is  cile<^ed  by  tl^efe  breath- 
ings. 

IV.  I  fliall  apply. 

I.  I  fay,  I  would  fpeak  a  Utile  unto  thu  deadnefs  ^.ihich  ix 
Vox..  I'  Ct  i7icuicTit 
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incident  unto  a  people  externally  in  covenant  with  God.  And 
h^re  I  fliall  only,  i.  Give  you  fome  of  its  kinds.  2.  Some 
of  the  caufes  of  it.    3.  Some  of  the  fjmptoms  of  it. 

I.  Th^  Jirji  thing  is  to  give  you  fome  kinds  of  deadnefs^ 
Know  then  in  general,  tliat  there  is  a  twofold  death  ;  one  is 
proper  and  natural,  the  other  is  improper  and  metaphorical.  - 

(i.)  Deaths  properly  fo  called,  is  a  thing  fo  well  known,  that 
it  is  needlefs  for  me  to  tell  you  what  it  is.  There  is  none  of 
iis  all  but  we  fliall  know  it  experimentally  within  a  little  j  for 
**  it  is  appointed  for  every  man  once  to  die."  The  grave,  it  is 
a  houfe  appoint^  for  all  living  ;  and  therefore,  with  Job,  we 
may  fay  ^*  to  corruption,  Thou  art  our  father ;  and  to  the 
worm.  Thou  aft  our  mother  and  f^fter."  But  this  is  not  the 
death  I  how  fpeak  of ;  and  therefore, 

(2.)  There  is  a  death  which  is  improper  or  wietaphorical ; 
which  is  nothing  elfe  but  a  difeafe  or  diftemper  of  the  foul,  where- 
by it  is  rendered  unmeet  and  incapable  for  holy  and  fpiritual 
exercifes.    And  this  again  is  twofold,  either  total  or  partisil. 

i/f.  There  is  a  total  death  incident  unto  the  wicked  and 
Tingodly,  who  are  ftark  dead,  and  have  nothing  of  fpiritual, 
life  in  them  at  all.  Hence,  Eph.  ii.  i.  men  in  a  ftate  of  na- 
ture are  faid  to  be  *^  dead  in  trefpafles  and  (ins  ;"  that  is,  un- 
der the  total  reigning  power  of  fin,  *'  in  the  gall  of  bitt-ernefs, 
and  under  the  botid  of  iniquity  5"  without  God,  without  Chrijh^ 
and  therefore  without  hope. 

idly.  There  is  a  partial  death  incident  to  believers,  whont 
God  hath  raifed  out  of  the  grave  of  an  unrenewed  ftate,  and 
in  whofe  fouls  he  hath  implanted  a  principal  of  fpiritual  life. 
And  this  partial  death,  incident  to  believers,  confifts  in  a  ma- 
nifeft  decay  of  fpiritual  principles  and  habits,  in  the  abating^ 
of  their  wonted  life  and  vigour,  and  aftivity  in  the  way  and 
work  of  the  Lord  :  their  faith,  their  love,  their  hope,  and 
other  graces,  are  all  in  a  fainting  and  languifliing  condition  ; 
they  lie  dormant  in  the  foul,  like  the  life  of  the  tree  that  lies 
hid  in  its  root,  without  fruit  or  bloffoms,  during  the  winter- 
feafon.  Such  deadnefs  as  this  we  find  the  Lord's  people  in 
fcripture  frequently  complaining  of,  particularly  If.  Ivi.  3. 
**  Ihe  fon  of  the  ftranger,  that  hath  joined  himfelf  to  the 
Lord,  and  taken  hold  of  hig  covenant,"  he  is  made  to  fpeak, 
faying,  "Th^Lord  hath  utterly  feparated  me  from  his  people :" 
and  the  eunuch  cries  out,.  /  am  a  dry  tree^  wherein  there  is  no 
life  or  fap.*^  It  is  this  kind  of  fpiritual  deadnefs,  incident  to 
believers,  that  I  now  principally  fpeak  of.  The  leaves  of  his 
profefl[ion  may  in  a  great  meafure  be  withered ;  the  candle  of 
his  converfation  may  burn  dimly,  or  with  a  very  imperfe^l 
light  5  the  flame  of  his  affcftions,  his  zeal,  love,  defire,  may, 
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HlcQ  that  of  a  great  fire,  be  reduced  into  a  few  coals  and  cin- 
ders. There  maj  be  a  great  intermiffion  or  formality  in  the 
difcharge  of  commanded  duty.  The  mind  which  once,  with 
delight  and  admiration,  could  itveditate  upon  God  and  Chrift^ 
and  the  covenant,  and  things  that  are  above,  may  come  to  lofe 
its  relifli  of  thefe  things,  and  to  dote  upon  the  tranfitory  fading 
vanities  of  a  prefent  world.  The  comnrion  gifts  of  the  Spirit, 
through  carnal  eafe,  and  defedl  of  employment,  may  be  in  a 
great  meafure  blafted  :  and,  which  is  worft  of  all,  the  faving 
graces,  and  fruits  of  the  fpirit,  may  conie  to  be  wofully  im- 
paired as  to  their  former  degrees  and  actings.  But  now,  this 
partial  death  of  believers,  again,  it  is  twofold ;  there  is  a 
deadnefs  which  is  felt  by  God's  people,  and  a  deadnefs  which 
is  not  felt ;  "  gray  hairs  are  here  and  there  upon  them,  fome- 
.  times,  and  they  do  not  behold  them."  The  Lord  was  departed 
from  Samfon,  and  he  wifl  not,  Judg.  xvi.  20.  But  then  there 
is  a  deadnefs  which  is  felt,  when  God's  people  have  a  ferife  of 
their  deadnefs,  and  are  lamenting  it.  And  it  is  an  evidence 
of  fpiritual  life,  or  of  fome  revival,  when  the  Lord's  people 
are  beginning  to  cry  out  with  the  church,  Pfal.  Ixxxv.  6. 
**  Wilt  thou  not  revive  us  iagain  ;  that  thy  people  may  re- 
joice in  thee  ?  Why  haft  thou  hardwied  our  heart  from  thy 
fear  ?"  If.  Ixiii.  17.     But, 

2.  The /econd  thing  is,  to  take  notice  of  fome  of  the  caufes 
of  this  fpiritual  deadnefs.  I  fliall  only  name  them,  becaufe 
your  time  wovild  not  allow  me  to  enlarge. 

(i.)  Then,  abftinence  or  negle6l  of  food,  you  know,  will 
foon  bring  the  body  into  a  pining,  languifhing  condition :  fo, 
if  tfefe  means  of  grace  be  not  diligently  improven,  if  we  ne- 
gled,  by -faith,  to  apprehend  and  to  improve  Chrift,  and  to 
feed  upon  him,  whofe  "  flelh  is  meat  indeed,  and  whofe  blood 
is  drink  indeed,"  the  fpiritual  life  of  the  foul  will  foon  lan- 
guifh  and  wither.  Hence  is  that  of  dirill,  John  vi.  53. 
**  Except  ye  eat  the  flefh  of  the  Son  of  man,  and  drink  his 
blood,  ye  haye  no  life  in  you." 

(4.)  Surfeiting  the  foul  with  fenfual  pleafure  is  another  great 
caufe  of  fpiritual  death  :  Hof.  iv.  1 1 .  "  Whoredom  and  wine, 
and  new  wine  take  away  the  heart ;"  they  fuck  out  the  very 
life  of  the  foul.  What  is  the  reafon  why  many  profeffors  of  reli- 
gion have  loft  their  wonted  vigour  in  the  way  of  the  Lord,  and 
are  in  fuch  a  languifhing  condition  as  to  their  foul-matters  ? 
The  plain  reafon  of  it  is  this,  they  are  glutting  thenifelv^s  witli 
the  fHeafures  of  fenfe.  If  Samfon  do  but  fleep  on  Delilah'3 
lap,  flie  will  betray  him  into  the  hands  of  the  Philiftines,  and 
cut  the  locks  wherein  his  ftrength  lies  >  and  when  he  goes 
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out  to  fliake  himfelf  as  at  other  times,  he  will  find  his  ftrength 
gone  away  from  him. 

*  (3.)  Inaftivitj  and  floth  in  falvation  and  generation-work  is 
another  caufe  of  fpiritual  deadsefs.  Phyficians  obferve,  that 
as  too  violent  exercife,  fo  too  much  reft,  or  a  fedentary  way 
of  living,  is  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  body.  This  holds 
alfo  in  fpirituals  :  if  w^e  do  not  exercife  ourfelves  unto  godli- 
nefs,  'and  endeavour  to  abound  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  the 
fpiritual  life  will  foon  languilh  and  dwindle  away.-  'And 
therefore,  **  Let  us  not  be  flothful  in  bufinefs,  but  fervent  in 
fpirit,  ferving  the  Lord  ;  and  whatever  our  hand  findeth  to  do. 
Jet  us  do  it  with  all  our  might."  And  beware  of  refting 
upon  empty  wifhes  and  defires  in  fpiritual  matters  ;  for  **  the 
defire  of  the  flothful  kUls  him,  becaufe  his  hands  refufe  to 
labour." 

(4.)  The  contagion  of  ill  example,  of  a  carnal  world,  and  ir- 
religious relations,  has  a  fatal  influence  this  way.  Ye  know 
it  is  exceeding  dangerous  for  thefe  who  have  the  feed  of  all 
difeafes  in  them  to  frequent  the  company  of  thefe  who  are  in- 
fected with  the  plague  or  peftilence.  A  Jofeph,  if  he  ftay 
long  in  the  Egyptian  court,  will  learn  to  fwear  by  the  life  of 
Pharaoh.  It  is  true  indeed,  as  fire  fometinles  burns  with  the 
greater  vehemence,  and  cafts  the  greater  heat  the  colder  the 
air  be ;  fo  the  zeal  and  life  of  God's  people  is  fometimes  ra- 
ther quickened,  by  beholding  the  wickednefs  of  thefe  among 
whom  their  lot  is  caft,  as  Paul  among  the  Athenians.  But 
if  we  ihall  adventure  to  caft  ourfelves  into  the  fociety  of  the 
wicked,  without  afpecial  call  and  warrant  from  Prdvidence,  it 
willbe  next  to  animpoffibilityto  keep  ourfelves  free  of  thecon- 
tagion  :  for  **  can  a  man  carry  fire  in  his  bofom,  and  his  clothes 
not  be  burnt  ?  Can  a  man  walk  upon  hot  coals,  and  his  feet 
not  be  burnt  ?"  Evil  communications  corrupt  good  manners. 

(5.)  Some  deadly  wound  in  the  foul,  not  carefully  noticed, 
may  be  the  caufe  of  fpiritual  death.  You  Ir.now  a  man  may  die 
not  only  by  a  draught  of  poifon,  or  the  like,  but  alfo  by  the  cut 
of  a  fword.  While  we  are  in  the  wildernefs,  we  live  in  the 
very  midft,  of  our  fpiritual  enemies  :  the  fiery  darts  of  Satan 
are  flying  thick  about  us  ;  he  is  ay  feeking  to  bruife  the  be- 
liever's heel,  going  about  feeking  to  devour :  and  not  only  fo, 
but  our  own  iults  alfo  do  war  againft  the  foul,  fo  that 
we  cannot  mifs  to  be  wounded  thereby.  And  if  the  filth 
and  guilt  of  thefe  wounds  be  not  carefully  waflied  aw^y 
by  the  blood  and  Spirit  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  they 
cannot  mifs  exceedingly  to-  impair  the  fpiritual  life  a»d 
health  :  therefore  David  after  he  had  been  wounded  by  mur- 
dcTr  and  adultery,  is  fo  earnell  that  God  would  wafli  and  cleanfe 
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his  wounds,  and  purge  him  with  h  jffop,  that  fo  the  joy  of  his 
(alvation  might  be  reftored.     But  then, 

(6.)  A  holy  God  has  fometimes  a  righteous  and  holy  hand 
in  this  fpiritual  death,  that  the  Lord's  people  are  liable  unto, 
by  withdrawing  and  fufpending  the  influences  of  his  Spirit 
from  them.  For  as  the  plant  and  herb  of  tiie  field  withers 
and  languiihes  when  the  rain  of  heaven  is  with-held  5  fo  whea 
the  influences  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  are  fufpended,  the  very  fap 
of  the  foul,  and  its  fpiritual  life  goes  away.  And  the  Lord 
with-holds  the  influences  of  his  Spirit  for  many  reafons.    As,  , 

'  tJI^  He  does  it  fometimes  in  a  way  of  awful  and  adorable 
foverqignty,  to  fhew  that  he  is  not  a  debtor  unto  any  of  his 
creatures.  However,  becaufe  the  Spirit's  influences  are  fel- 
dom  withdrawn  in  a  way  of  Sovereignty,  it  is  our  part  to 
fearch  and  try,  if  confcierce  do  not  condemn  us,  as  having  a 
finful  and  culpable  hand  in  it  ourfelves. 

idly,  Sometimes  he  does  it  to  humble  his  people,  and  to 
prevent  their  pride,  which  makes  him  to  behold  them  afar  oiF. 
If  we  were  always  under  the  lively  gales  and  influences  of  the 
Spirit,  we  would  be  ready  to  milken  ourfelves,  and  in  danger 
with  Paul,  of  being  lifted  up  above  meafure,  when  he  wai 
■wrapt  up  into  the  third  heaven.  Upon  this  account  fome  of 
the  faints  have  faid,  that  they  have  got  more  good  fometimes 
by  their  defertion,  than  by  their  enlargement.  • 

^dly.  He  does  it  to  m^e  them  prife  Ghrift,  and  fee  their 
continual  need  of  frefli  fupplics  out  of  his  fulnefs.  He  lets 
our  ciflerns  run  dry,  that  we  may  come  anew,  and  lay  our 
empty  veflels  under  the  flowings  of  the  blcfled  fountain  of  life, 
that  "  out  of  his  fulnefs  we  may  receive,  and  grace  for  grace." 

j\tbly.  He  does  it  fometimes  for  the  trial  of  his  people,  to 
fee  if  they  will  follow  him  in  a  wildernefs,  in  a  laiid  that  is 
not  fown,  as  well  as  when  he  is  feeding  them  with  feniibie 
communications  of  his  grace  and  Spirit ;  to  fee  if  they  will 
live  on  him  by  faith,  when  they  cannot  live  by  fight  or  fenfe. 

^thly^  Sometimes  he  does  it  for  their  chaftifeinent>  to  cor» 
reel  them  for  their  iniquities.  And  this  indeed  is  the  molt 
ordinary  caufe  why  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  fufpended  and 
withdrawn. 

I  have  not  time  to  enumerate  many  of  thefe  fins  which  pro- 
voke the  Lord  to  withdraw  his  Spirit.  I  Ihali  only  mention 
two  or  tliree. 

(l.)  Not  hearkening  to  the  motions  of  his  Spirit,  is  one 
great  reafon  why  the  Lord  withdraws  his  Spirit  ;  as  you 
fee  in  the  fpoufe,  Cant.  v.  There  Chrilt  comes,  aud 
moves,  and  calls  for  entrance  :  the  ipoiiie  ihe  dees  not  hear- 
kea  to  the  motion  ;  **  I  have  put  off  mycout,  Uo\v  Si\-^^  \  ^^^<x 
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on  ?  I  have  waihed  mj  feet,  how  fliall  I  defile  them  ?** 
Whereupon  he  immediately  withdraws  and  leaves  her,  as  je 
may  read  at  your  own  leifure. 

(2.)  Lukewarmnefs  and  formality  in  the  difcharge  of  duty 
is  another  caufe  of  it,  as  we  fee  in  the  church  of  Laodicea ;  it 
made  him  to  fpue  that  church  out  of  his  mouth.  And  then, 

(3O  Pi^oftituting  the  gifts  'and  graces  of  the  Spirit  unto 
carnal,  felfiih,  and  bafe  ends,  to  procure  a  name,  or  make  a  fhew 
in  the  world.     TThis  is  another  reafon  of  it. 

(4.)  Sinning  againft  light,  trampling  upon  the  belly  of 
confcience,  as  David  no  doubt  did  in  the  matter  of  Uriah  and 
Bathflieba ;  whereby  he  provoked  the  Lord  fo  far  to  leave 
him,  that  he  cries  out,  Pfal.  li.  ii.  **  Caft  me  not  out  of  thy 
fight ;  and  take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  me." 

(5.)  Barrennefs  and  unfruitfulnefs  under  the  means  of 
grace  :  If.  v.  the  clouds  are  commanded  to  give  no  rain  upoa 
the  barren  vineyard.     And  then, 

.  (6.)  And  Iqftly^  Tlieir  not  liftening  carefully  to  the  voice 
of  God  in  ordinances  and  providences  ;  this  is  another  caufe  of 
it:  Pfal.  Ixxxi.  11.  12.  "  My  people  would  not  hearken  to 
my  voice :  therefore  I  g^ve  them  up  unto  their  own  hearts  luft  : 
and  they  walked  in  their  own  counfels."  And  thus  ye  have 
fome  of  the  caufes  of  this  fpiritual  deadnefs.     1  come  to 

3.  The  third  thing,  which  was  to  give  you  fome  of  the 
iymptoras  of  it :  and  would  to  God  they  were  not  too  vifible, 
rife,  and  common  in  the  day,  and  upon  the  generation  wherein 
we  live.     I  fliall  name  a  few  of  them  to  you. 

(i.^  Want  of  appetite  after  the  bread  and  water  of  life  is  a 
iymptom  of  fpiritual  death.  You  know  that  man  cannot  be 
in  a  healthful  condition  that  lothes  his  food,  or  has  loft  his 
appetite  after  it.  Alas  !  is  not  the  manna  of  heaven,  that 
God  is  raining  about  our  t€;nt-doors,  generally  lothed  ?  The 
great  truths  of  God,  which  fome  of  the  faints  have  found  to 
be  "  fweeter  than  honey,  from  the  honey-comb,"  have  not 
that  favour  and  relifli  with  us  that  they  ought  to  have.  Are 
not  fabbaths,  facraments,  fermons,  faft-days,  and  feaft-days, 
a  burden  to  many  among  us  ;  fo  that  if  they  would  but  fpeak 
out  the  language  of  their  hearts,  they  would  be  ready  to  join 
iffue  with  thefe,  Mai.  i.  13.  "  What  a  wearinefs  is  this  ?" 
Whereas  the  foul  that  is  in  a  li^^ly  condition  is  ready  to  fay 
of  the  word,  **  It  is  better  to  me  than  thoufands  of  gold  and 
filver  ;  I  efteem  it  more  than  my  neceffary  food :"  and  of  or- 
dinances, *<  1  love  the  habitation  of  thy  houfe,  and  the  place 
where  thy  honour  dwelleth ;"  and  Pial.  Ixxxiv.  lb,  "  One 
day  in  thy  courts  is  better  than  a  thoufand." 

(2.)  Though'  a  man  have  fomething  of  an  appetite,  yef  if 

he 
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he  do  not  grow,  or  look  like  his  food,  it  looks  fomething 
dangerous  and  death-like.  The  thriving  Chriftian  is  a  grow- 
ing Chriftian :  *'  Thej  that  be  planted  in  the  houfe  of  the 
Lord  fliall  flourifli  in  the  courts  of  our  God.  The  righteous 
fhall  hold  on  his  way,  and  he  that  hath  clean  hands  fliall  be 
fttonger  and  ftronger."  But,  alas  !  is  it  not  quite  otherwife 
with  the  moft  part  ?  Many  are  going  backward,  inftead  of 
forward  ;  as  it  is  faid  of  Jerufaleni ;  Lam.  i.  8.  *'  She  figheth, 
and  tumeth  backward."  May  we  not  cry  out  of  our  leanaefs, 
our  leannefs,  notwithftanding  of  all  the  fattening  means  and 
ordinances  that  we  enjoy? 

(3.)  Ye  know,  when  death  takes  a  dealing  with  a  perfon,  it 
makes  his  beauty  to  fade:  **  When  with  rebukes  thou  doft 
^orreft  man  for  iniquity,  thou  makeft  his  beauty  to  confume 
away  like  a  moth.'*  Pale  death  foon  alters  the  ruddy  coun- 
tenance. Perhaps  the  day  has  been,  O  believer,  when  the 
beauty  of  holinefs  adorned  every  ftep  of  thy  converfation ; 
thy  *'  light  did  fo  fliine  before  men,  that  they,  feeing  thy  good 
works/*  could  not  but  "  glorify  thy  heavenly  Father  ;'*ybut 
now,  alas  !  the  beauty  of  thy  converfation  is  fullied  andftain- 
ed,  by  lying  among  the  pots  of  fin.  This  fays,  that  fpiritual 
death  is  dealing  with  thy  foul. 

^4.)  Death  not  only  waftes  the  beauty,  but  the  ftrcngth 
alfo  :  Eccl.  xii.  3.  "  The  keepers  of  the  houfe  do  tremble, 
and  the  ftrong  men  do  bow,"  upon  the  approaches  of  th^  king 
of  terrors.  Now,  fee  if  your  wonted  ftrength  and  ability 
to  perform  duty,  or  to  refift  temptations,  be  not  abated. 
Perhaps  the  day  has  been,  when  thou  couldft  have  faid  with 
Paul,  "  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do ;  for,  through 
Chrift  ftrengthening  me,  I  can  do  all  things  ?"  but  now  thou 
art  ready  to  faint  and  fit  up  at  the  very  thoughts  of  duty. 
The  day  perhaps  has  been,  when,  though  Satan,  that  cun- 
ning archer,  did  flioot  fore,  at  thee  ;  yet  "  thy  bow  did  abide 
in  its  ftrength,  and  the  arms  of  thy  hands  were  made  ftrong 
by  the  mighty  God  of  Jacob ;"  thou  waft  in  cafe  to  beat  back 
the  fiery  darts  of  Satan,  and  to  ftand  thy  ground  againft  the 
corruptions  and  defe£lions  of  the  day  and  generation  :  but 
now,  like  a  dead  fifli,  thou  art  carried  down  the  ftream.  Doth 
not  this  proclaim  thy  foul  to  be  under  a  fad  dec^iy  ? 

(5. )  Death  waftes  the  natural  heat  and  warmnefs  of  the  body. 
There  is  a  kind  of  chillnefs  and  coldnefs  tiiat  feizes  a  man 
when  death  takes  a  dealing  with  him.  So  it  is  a  fign  of  a 
fpiritual  v-cay  and  deadnefs,  when  wonted  zeal  for  God  and 
his  glory,  and  the  concerns  of  his  church  and  his  kingdom,  is 
ubated.  Perhaps  the  day  has  been,  when,  with  David,  the 
'f  eal  of  God'3  houfe  did  in  a  manner  eat  you  up,  and  yo>\ 
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preferred  Jerufalem  to  your  chief  joy  :  but  now  you  are  al- 
moft  come  the  length  of  Gallio's  temper,  to  **  care  for  none 
of  thefe  things ;"  indifferent  whether  the  work  of  God  in  the 
land  fink  or  fwim.  Laodicea's  diftemper  is  too  prevalent  a^ 
mong  us  at  this  day :  we  are  neither  c  Id  nor  hot  in  the 
things  of  God ;  and  therefore  have  rcafon  to  fear,  left  we 
be  (pewed  out  of  God's  mouth.  The  day  has  been,  whea 
your  fpirits  were  lifted  up,  in  prayer,  ia  hearing,  in  commu- 
nicating ;  you  were  "  fervent  in  fpirit,  fefv'ing  the  Lord ;" 
you  could  rejoice  to  work  rightcoufnefs,  and  fay,  in  fon^e 
meafure,  with  David,  "  I  will  go  unto  the  altar  of  God,  ta 
God/  my  exceeding  joy  ;"  but  now  all  this  holy  warmth  is 
gone  in  a  great  oneafure ;  you  are  become  formal  and  care- 
lefs  in  the  concerns  of  God's  glory. 

(6.)  A  dead  man,  you  know,  cannot  move,  but  only  as  he 
is  moved  from  without,  in  regard  he  wants  a  principle  of 
motion  within.  So  it  is  a  fign  of  fpiritual  death,  even  in 
believers,  when  external  motives  and  confiderations  have  a 
greater  influence  in  the  duties  of  religion  upon  tliem,  t'lan 
an  internal  principle  of  faith  and  love.  When  the  believejc 
is  himfelf,  the  love  of  Chrift  conftrains  him  in  every  duty; 
this  is  the  one  thing  he'  defires,  "  that  he  may  behold  the 
beauty  of  the  Lord,  and  inquire  in  his  temple  ;"  br.t  when 
any  felfifli  or  external  motive  fets  him  a  work,  it  is  a  fign 
of  fpiritual  death.  Other  things  might  be  added  j  but  I 
haften  to  fpeak  to, 

II.  The  y^cowfl?  thing  pro pofed  in  the  method,  and  that  was, 
to  fpeak  a  little  unto  thefe  breathings  and  influences  of  the 
Spirit  of  Gody  which  are  qbfolutely  neceffary  for  the  revival 
of  the  Lord's  people  under  deadnefs  :  Come  from  the  four 
ivinds,  0  breathy  and  breathe  upon  thefe  Jlain^  that  they  may 
live.  And  here  I  would,  i.  Clear  the  nature  of  thefe  in- 
fluences, in  a  word  or  two.  2.  Speak  unto  the  variety  of 
tliefe  influences, y^^f/r  winds.  3.  To  the  manner  of  their  ope- 
ration upon  the  eled;  they  are  faid  to  breathe  upon  theflain. 
4.  Speak  a  little  unto  the  neceiffity  of  thefe  breathings.  5. 
"JTo  the  feveral  feafons  of  the  Spirit's  reviving  influences. 

I  fear  your  time  will  cut  me  Ihort  before  I  have  done ;  but 
I  fhall  run.  through  thefe  particulars  as  quickly  as  poffible. 

I.  The.  frjl  thing  is,  to  clear  the  nature  of  thefe  breJtthings 
or  influences.  And  what  I  have  to  offer  upon  this  head,  you 
may  take  in  thefe  few  propofitions.  ^  ^ 

(i.)  Ye  would  know,  that  the  influences  and  gifts  of  the 

Spirit  of  God  are  of  two  forts,  either  common  or  faving. 

A^  for  the  common  influences  of  the  Spirit,  which  are  fome- 

2  time?* 


the  Dry  Bones  "in  the  Valley  of  Vijion,  61 

times  beftowed  upon  the  wicked  and  reprobate  world,  I  am 
not  to  fpeak  of  thefe  at  this  time.  All  I  fliall  faj  about 
them  is,  to  tell  you,  that  the-y  are  given  in  common  to  the 
children  of  men,  "  for  edifying  of  the  myJlical\yodiy  of  Chrift,' ■ 
until  it  arrive  at  "  the  meafure  of  the  ftature  of  the  fulnefe 
of  Chrift,"  as  you  read,  Eph.  iv :  and  therefore  they  are 
commonly  called  by  divines  dona  minijlrantiay  or  mintjlering 
gifts.  '  Although  they  have  no  faving  efficacy  upon  the  per- 
fon  in  whom  they  dwell ;  yet  God,  in  his  holy  wifdom,  makes 
ufe  of  them  for  the  good  of  his  church  in  ge&eral,  as  we 
read,  Eph.  iv.  And  another  thing  that  I  would  tell  you 
likewife,  concerning  thefe  common  influences,  is,  that  they 
are  of  an  exceeding  dangerous  nature,  when  they  are  not 
accompanied  with  faving  grace.  The  man  that  has  them,  is 
like  a  fliip  having  big  large  fails,  and  but  little  or  no  ballaft 
at  all,  in  the  midft  of  the  ocean  ;  and  therefore  in  danger 
of  being  fplit  in  pieces  againft  every  rock.  Matth.  vii.  22. 
ijee  read  of  fome  w^ho  had  extraordinary  commpn  gifts ;  they 
prophefied  in  Chrifl's  name,  wrought  miracles,  and/cafl  out 
devils,  in  his  name,  and  did  many  wonderful  works,  and  yet 
Chrift  utterly  difowns  them.  1  do  not  fpeak  of  thefe  com- 
mon influences  now,  but  of  fuch  as  are  faving.  And  there- 
fore, 

C2.)  Kfecond  propofition  is,  that  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God, 
confidered  in  his  particular  economy  in  the  work  of  redemp- 
tion, as  the  applier  of  the  Redeemer's  purchafe,  is  the  au- 
thor and  efficient  caufe  of  all  faving  influences.  It  is  he,  I 
fay,  that  prepares  and  difpofes  the  foul  of  man  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  things  of  G<)d,  which  are  not  received  nor 
difcerned  by  the  natural  mind.  It  is  he  that  ploughs  up  the 
fallow  ground  of  the  heart,  and  brings  in  the  wildernefs,  and 
turns  it  into  a  fruitful  field.  It  is  he  that  garniflies  the 
face  of  the  foul  with  the  faving  graces  of  the  Spirit ;  thefe 
are  flowers  of  the  upper  paradife,  therefore  called  "  the  fruits 
of  the  Spirit,"  Gal.  v.  22.  It  is  he  that  preferves,  cheriflies, 
and  maintains,  them  by  renewed  influences  :  he  cherifhes  the 
fmoking  flax,  and  at  laft  turns  it  into  a  lamp  of  glory  in 
heaven  ;  fdr  '*  he  brings  forth  judgement  unto  viftory." 

(3O  Again,  ye  would  know  that  the  eleft  of  God  are  the 
fubjeds  recipient  of  all  faving  influences  of  the  Spirit  of  God ; 
I  fay,  they  are  peculiar  only  unto  the  eled  of  God,  and  to 
them  only,  upon  their  converfion,  when  they  come  to  be 
united  unto  Chrift,  as  members  of  his  myftical  body.  We 
muft  be  ingrafted  into  this  true  olive,  otlierwife  we  can  ne- 
ver partake  of  his  fap,  and  "  receive  out  of  his  fulnefs,  grace 
for  grace."     That  thefe  influences  are  peculiar  uulo  tVi^  d^Ot- 
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of  God,  is  plain  from  Tit.  i.  i.  where  we  read  of  "  the  faith 
of  God's  eka.'* 

(4.)  Thefe  influences  of  the  Spirit,  they  are  given  for  va- 
rious ends  unto  the  eleft  of  God.  The  judicious  Dr  Owen, 
in  his  Difcourfes  on  the  Spirit^  obferves,  that  thefe  faving  in- 
fluences are  given  unto  the  ele6l  of  God  for  regeneration, 
unto  the  regenerate  for  fandification,  unto  the  fan^lified  for 
confolation,  and  unto  the  comforted  Chriftian  for  further  up- 
building, and  edification,  and  ellablifliment,  until  they  arrive 
at  perfefliori  in  glory.  But  the  nature  of  thefe  influences 
will  further  appear  from, 

2.  The/econd  thing  propofed,  which  was,  to  fpeak  a  little 
to  the  variety  of  thefe  influences  of  the  Spirit.  You  fee  thej 
are  diverfified  here,  while  they  are  called  Jour  winds  :  Come 
from  the  four  winds^  0  breath.  The  apoftle  tells  us,  that 
**  there  are  diverfities  of  gifts  and  operations,  but  the  fame 
Spirit,"  I  Cor.  xi.  4.  And  we  read,  as  I  was  telling  you,  of 
**  feveh  Spirits  that  are  before  the  throne,"  Rev.  i.  Here,  if 
time  would  allow  me  to  enlarge,  I  might  tell  you,  that  the 
faving  influences  and  breathings  of  the  Spirit,  thej  are  eitlicr 
primary,  fundamental,  and  abfolutely  neceflary  to  falvation ; 
or  they  are  accumulative,  additional,  neceflary  only  for  the 
believer's  comfort  and  well-being.  Some  of  thefe  influences 
are  antecedent,  or  preparative  unto  converfion  ;  fome  of  them 
are  regenerating,  and  others  are  fubfequent  and  pofterior  unto 
regeneration.  But  1  fliall  not  ft  and  upon  fuch  nice  diftinftions. 
You  may  take  a  few  of  them  in  the  order  following. 

(i.)  There  are  the  convincing  influences  of  the  Spirit: 
John  xvi.  8.  ^*  When  he  is  come,  he  will  convince  the  world 
of  fin."  This  is  what  I  conceive  we  are  to  underftand  by 
the  north  wind,  Cant.  iv.  16.  which  is  commonly  boifterbus, 
cold,  chill,  and  nipping.  The  eleft  of  God  by  nature  lie  fafl: 
afleep  within  the  fea-mark  of  God's  wrath,  upon  the  very 
brink  of  everlafting  ruin,  crying.  Peace,  peace,  to  themfelves ; 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  comes  like  a  ftormy  north  wind,  blows 
hard  upon  the  finner's  face,  and  awakens  him,  breaks  his  car- 
nal peace  and  fecurity,  brings  him  to  himfelf,  and  lets  him 
fee  his  danger,  fills  him  with  remorfe  and  terror.  Hence,  . 
If.  xxviii.  17.  the  hail  is  faid  to  *'  fweep  down  the  refuge 
of  lies,"  before  thefinner  come  to  fettle  upon  the  foundation 
that  God  hath  laid  in  Zion."  Afts  ii.  37.  it  is  faid,  "  they 
were  pricked  in  their  heart ;"  and  then  they  cried  out,  ^*  Men 
and  brethren,  what  fhall  we  do  ?" 

(2.)  There  are  the  ehlightning  influences  and  breathings  of 
the  Spirit.  Hence  he  is  compared  unto  eyefalve^  Rev.  iii.  18. 
**  Ye  have  received  an  unftion  from  the  Holy  One^^  whereby 
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ye  know  all  things,"  i  John  ii.  20.  We  read.  If.  xxv.  7.  of 
a  vail  and  face  of  a  covering  that  is  fpread  over  all  nations • 
The  wind  of  the  holy  Ghoft  mufl  blow  off  tliis  vail  of  ig- 
norance and  unbelief ;  and  then  the  poor  finner  comes  to  fee 
a  new  world  of  wonders  that  he  never  faw  before ;  a  won- 
derful great  God,  a  wonderful  Redeemer,  a  wonderful  cove- 
nant, and  a  wonderful  holy  law.  Hence  we  are  faid  to  be 
*'  tranflated  out  of  darknefs  into  a  marvellous  lig^ht.  The 
Spirit  feacrheth  all  things,  yea,  even  the  deep  things  of  God.** 
And,  I  Cor.  ii.  12.  "  By  die  Spirit  we  know  the  things  that 
are  freely  given  to  us  of  God.*' 

(3.)  There  are  the  renewing  influences  of  the  Spirit.  We 
are  faid  to  be  "  faved  by  the  walking  of  regeneration,  and  re- 
newing of  the  Holy  Ghoft,"  Tit.  iii.  5.  Hence  he  is  called 
**  a  new  Spirit."  He  renews  the  will,  and  **  makes  old 
things  to.  pafs  away,  and  all  things  to  become  new." 

(4.)  There  are  the  comforting  influences  of  the  Spirit.  This 
is  thz  fouth-wi/tdy  as  it  were,  gentle  and  eafy,  and  ref refiling  ; 
and  therefore  he  is  called  the  Comforter,  And  indeed  his 
confolations  are  ftrong  confolations  ;  they  put  more  gladnefs 
into  the  heart  than  corn,  wine,  and  oil  in  abundance ;  fill  the 
foul  with  a  joy  that  is  **  unfpeakable,  and  full  of  glory.'* 
And  then, 

(5.)  There  are  the  corroborating  and  ftrengdiening  influences 
of  the  Spirit.  ,Rj  the  breathings  of  the  Spirit  the  feeble  are 
made  "  like  David,  and  as  the  angel  of  God  before  him." 
It  is  he  that  "  gives  power  to  the  faint,  and  increafes  ftrength 
to  them  that  have  no  might."  It  is  by  him  that  worm  "Jacob 
is  made  to  "  threfli  the  mountains,  and  to  beat  them  fmall, 
and  to  make  the  hills  as  chaff.'*     Aijd  then, 

(6.)  There  are  the  drawing  and  enlarging  influences  of  the 
Spirit :  **  Draw  me  (fays  the  fpoufe),  we  will  run  after 
thee."  The  poor  believer  lies  many  times,  as  it  were,  wind- 
bound,  that  he  is  not  able  to  move  one  ftcp  in  the  way  of  the 
Lord :  but,  O  !  when  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  comes,  thea 
comes  liberty  and  enlargement :  *^  I  will  run  the  way  of  thy 
commandments  (fays  David),  when  thou  haft  enlarged  my 
heart,"  to  wit,  by  the  influences  of  thy  Spirit.  He  is  like 
oil  to  their  chariot- wheels  ;  and  when  he  comes,  they  are  as 
the  chariots  0/  Amminadiby  or  a  willing  people, 

(7.)  There  are  the  fin-mortifying  and  fin-killing  influences 
of  the  Spirit :  "  We  through  the  Spirit,"  are  faid  to  **  mor- 
tify the  deeds  of  the  body,  that  fo  we  may  live."  When  this 
wind  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  blows  upon  the  foul,  he  not  only 
makes  the  fpices  to  revive,  but  he  kills  the  weeds  of  fin 
and  corruption,  making  them  to  wither  and  decay  5  fo  that 
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the  poor  believer,  who  was  crying,  **  Wretched  man,  what 
fliall  I  do  to  be  delivered  from  this  body  of  death  !"  he  is 
ma4e  fotnetimes  to  tread  upon  the  neck  of  thefe  enemies,  as 
a  pledge  of  his  complete  viftpry  at  laft.     And  then, 

(8.)  There  are  the  interceding  influences  of  the  Spirit  2 
Rom.  viii.  26,  "  The  Spirit  maketh  intercefEon  for  us  with 
groanings  which  cannot  be  uttered.'*  He  intercedes  in  a  phj- 
lical  and  efficient  way.  He  makes  us  to  wreftle  and  pray  ; 
therefore  he  is  called  "  the  JSpirit  of  grace  and  f applications," 
Zech.  xii.  10.  He  fills  the  believer's  heart  and  mouth  with 
fuch  a  heavenly  rhetoric,  that  God  is  not  able  to  withftand  it. 
Hence  Jacob  "  had  power  with  the  angel,  and  prevailed ;"  for 
**  he  wept,  and  made  fupplication  unto  him."     And  then, 

(9.)  There  are  the  fealing  and  witneffing  influences  of  the 
Spirit:  He  "  witneflTeth  with  our  fpirits,  that  we  are  the 
fons  of  God.''  He  bears  witnefs  of  the  glorious  fulnefs  and 
fuitablenefs  of  Chrift  to  the  foul :  «  The  Spirit  fliall  teftify  of 
me,"  John  xv.  26.  And  he  is  faid  to  "  feal  believers  to  the 
day  of  .redemption  ;"  and  his  feal  is  the  earneft  of  glory  .• 
Epb.^i.  13.  14.  "  Ye  are  fealed  by  the  Holy  Spirit  of  promife^ 
which  is  the  earneft  of  the  inheritance."  But  thef6  things  I 
have  not  time  to  infift  upon.     So  much  for  t\\t  fecond'thmg. 

3.  The  third  thing  that  I  propofed  here,  was,  to  fpeak  a 
little  to  the  manner  of  the  ading  or  operation  of  thefe  in- 
fluences, or  how  it  is  that  this  wind  blows  upon  the  foul  ? 
I  anR^et, 

(i.)  The  wind  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  blows  very  freely  ;  the 
Spirit  ad:s  as  an  independent  fovereign,  John  iii.  8.  It  doth 
not  ftay  for  the  command,  nor  flop  fcr  the  prohibition  of  any 
creature.  So  the  breathings  of  the  Spirit  are  fovefeignly 
free  as  to  the  time  of.  their  donation,  free  as  to  their  dura- 
tion and  continuarxe,  free  as  to  the  meafure,  and  free  as  to 
the  manner  of  their  working.     And  then, 

(2,,)  He  breathes  on  the  foul  fometimes  very  furprifingly : 
"  Or  ever  I  was  aware  (fays  the  fpoufe),  my  foul  made  me 
like  the  chariots  of  Amminadib."  Can  thou  not  feal  this  in 
thy  experience,  believer,  that  fometimes,  when  thou  haft 
gone  to  duty  in  a  very  heartlefs  and  lifelefs  condition,  per- 
haps beginning  to  raxe  foundations,  and  to  faty  with  Zion, 
"  The  Lord  hath  forfaken,  and  my  God  hath  forgotten,"  a 
gale  froSi  heaven  has  in  a  manner  furprifed  thee,  and  fet 
thee  upon  the  high  places  of  Jacob,  and  made  thee  to  cry 
with  the  fpotjfe,  **  It  is  the  voice  of  my  beloved  !  Behold^ 
he  cometh  leaping  upon  the  mountains,  ikipping  upon  the 
hjUs  ?     His  anger  endureth  but  for  a  moment :    in  his  fa« 
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^vour  IS  life  :  weeping  may  endure  for  a  night,  but  joy  cometk 
in  the  morning  ?** 

(3.)  Thefe  breathings  and  influences  of  the  Spirit,  they  are 
fometimes  very  piercing  and  penetrating.  The  cold  nipping 
uorth  wind,  ye  know,  it  goes  to  the  very  quick.  The  fword 
of  the  Spirit  "  pierces  even  to  the  dividing  afunder  of  foul 
and  fpirit,  and  of  the  joints  and  marrow,  and  is  a  difcerner  of 
the  thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart."  Wind,  you  know,  is 
of  a  very  feekiug,  penetrating  nature  ;  it  feeks  through  the 
,  clofeft  chambers.  So  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  candle  of  the  ' 
Lord,  **  fearchcth  the  lower  parts  of  the  belly  :"  he  makes 
a  difcovery  of  thefe  lulls  and  idols  that  Ikulk  in  the  fecrct 
chambers  of  the  heart. 

(4.)  The  breathings  of  this  wind  are  very  powerful,  ftrong, 
and  eflSicacious.  Who  can  oppofe  the  blowings  of  the  wind  ? 
Some  winds  they  have  fuch  a  mighty  force  with  them,  that 
they  bear  down,  overturn,  and  overthrow  every  thing  that 
ftands  in  their  way.  So  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  fometimes, 
efpecially  at  firft  converfion,  he  breaks  in  upon  the  foul  like 
the  rujhing  of  a  mighty  wind,  as  he  did  upon  the  apoftles, 
breaking  down  the  llrong  holds  of  iniquity,  calling  to  the 
ground  every  hi^  thought  and  towering  imagination  of  the 
foul,  that  exalteth  itfelf  againll  Chrill,  with  a  powerful  and 
triumphant  efficacy*  He  mailers  the  darknefs  of  the  mind^ 
the  contumacy  and  rebellion  of  the  will,  and  the  carnality  of 
the  aflFedlions  :  the  enmity  of  the  heart  againll  God,  and  all 
the  fpiritual  wickednefles  that  are  in  the  high  places  of  the 
foul,  are  made  to  fall  down  at  his  feet,  as  Dagon  did  before 
the  ark  of  the  Lord. 

(5.)  Although  he  act  thus  powerfully  and  irreliflibly,  yet  it 
is  with  an  overcoming  fweetnefs,  fo  as  there  is  not  the  lead 
violence  oflfered  unto  any  of  the  natural  faculties  of  the  foul : 
for  whenever  the  Spirit  comes  with  his  faving  influences,  he 
fweetly  overcomes  the  darknefs  of  the  mind  ;  the  finner 
becomes  a  volunteer,  and  content  to  inlill  himfelf  a  foldier' 
under  Chrill's  banner:  Pfal.  ex.  3.  "  Thy  people  Ihall  be 
wiUing  in  the  day  of  thy  power."  No  fooner  does  Chrill  by 
his  Spirit  fay  to  the  foul,  "  Follow  me,  but  immediately  they 
arife  and  follow  him.  Behold,  we  come  unto  thee,  for  thou 
art  the  Lord  our  God."     Then, 

(6.)  There  is  fomething  in  the  breathing  of  this  wind  that  is 
incomprehenlible  by  reafon  :  John  iii.  8.  "  1  hou  heareft  the 
found  thereof,  but  canft  not  tell  whence  it  cometh,  and  whi- 
ther it  goeth  (fays  Chrifl :)  fo  is  every  one  that  is  born  of  the 
Spirit."  There  is  fonSething  in  the  operation  of  the  eternal 
Spirit  and  his  influences  beyond  the  reacli,  not  only  of  Ratu- 
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ral,  but  of  fanftified  reafon.  Who  can  tell  "  how  the  bones 
are  formed  in  the  womb  of  her  that  is  with  child  ?'*  fo,  far 
lefs  can  we  tell  how  the  Spirit  forms  the  babe  of  grace  in  the 
•  heart;  how  he  preferves,  maintains,  and  cherifties  the  fmoking 
flax,  that  16  wot  quite  extinguiflied.  We  may  in  this  cafe  ap- 
ply the  words  of  the  pfalmift  in  another  cafe,  and  fay,  "  Thy 
way  is  in  the  fea,  and  thy  path  in  the  great  waters,  and  thy 
footfteps  are  not  known  ;"  and  that  of  the  apoftle,  "  How 
unfearchable  are  his  judgements,  and  his  ways  pad  finding 
out;'  . 

(7.)  Thefe  influences  of  the  Spirit,  they  are  fometimes  felt 
before  they  be  feen ;  as  you  know  a  man  will  feel  the,  wind, 
and  hear  it,  wh^n  he  cannot  fee  it.  So  it  is  with  the  Lord's 
people  many  times,  on  whom  the  Spirit  breathes  ;  they  feel 
his  aftings,  they  are  fenfiWe  that  he  has  been  dealing  with 
them  ;  and  all  that  they  can  fay  about  it  is,  with  the  man  that 
•was  born  blind,  **  One  thing  I  know,  that  whereas  I  was  blind, 
now  I  fee."  The  kingdom  of  heaven  comes  not  with  obfer- 
vation. 

4.  The  fourth  thing  propofed  was,  to  fpeak  a  little  to  the 
neceflity  of  thefe  breathings.  And  here  I  fliall  fliew,  i.  That 
they  are  neceflary.     2.  To  what  things  they  are  neceffary. 

(i.)  That  they  are  neceflary,  will  appear, 

iji.  From  the  exprefs  declaration  of  Chrifl;,  John  xv.  5. 
**  Without  me  ye  can  do  nothing  ;"  that  is,  without  the  aid 
and  influences  of  my  Spirit.  He  doth  not  fay,  Without  me 
ye  cannot  do  many  things,  or  great  things  ;  but,  "  Without 
me  ye  can  do  nothing,*' 

^dly^  It  is  evident  from  the  exprefs  acknowledgement  of  the 
faints  of  God  upon  this  head:  2  Cor.  iii.  5.  "  We  are  not, 
(fays  the  apoftle)  fuflicient  of  ourfelves  to  think  any  thing  as 
of  ourfelves  :  but  our  fufficiency  is  of  God."  It  is  he  that 
muft  work  all  our  works  in  us  and  for  us. 

^dly^  It  is  plain  from  the  earneft  prayers  of  the  faints  for 
the  breathings  of  this  wind :  Cant.  iv.  16.  "  Awake,  O  north 
wind,  and  come,  thou  fouth,  and  blow  upon  my  garden." 
Pfal.  Ixxxv.  6.  "  Wilt  thou  not  revive  us  again  :  that  thy 
people  may  rejoice  in  thee  ?"  They  are  promifed  in  the  co- 
venant, and  therefore  neceflary  :  If.  xliv.  3.  "  I  will  pour  wa- 
ter upon  him  that  is  thirfty,  and  floods  upon  the  dry  ground  : 
I  will  pour  my  Spirit  upon  thy  feed,"  &c.  Ezek.  xxxvi.  27, 
**  I  will  put  my  fpirit  within  you,  and  caufe  you  to  walk  in 
my  ftatutes."  Now,  there  is  not  a  mercy  promifed  in  the 
covenant  that  can  be  wanting.     But, 

(2.)  To  what  are  thefe  breathings  neceflary  ?  I  anfwer, 
they  are  neceflfary, 
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ijly  To  the  quickening  of  the  ele^l  of  God,  when  they  are 
itark  dead  in  trel'paffes  and  fins.  Can  ever  the  dry  bones 
live,  unlefs  this  omnipotent  wind  blow  upon  them  ?  It  is 
ftraoge,  to  hear  fome  men  that  profefs  Chriftianity,  talking  of 
the  power  of  their  own  wills  to  quicken  and  convert  them- 
felves.  They  may  as  well  fay,  that  a  dead  man  may  take  his 
grave  in  his  two  arms,  and  lay  death  by  him,  and  walk.  *^  No 
man  (fays  Chrift)  can  come  to  me,  except  the  Father  which 
hath  fent  me,  draw  him.*'  Oh  !  what  a  dead  weight  is  the 
linner,  that  a  whole  Trinity  mufl  draw  I  for  both  Father  and 
Son  draws  the  finner  by  the  breathings  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

7,dlyf  Thefe  influences  are  neceffary  for  the  fuitable  dif- 
charge  of  every  duty  of  religion.  You  cannot  read,  you  can- 
not hear,  you  cannot  pray  or  praife,  you  cannot  communicate 
to  any  advantage,  unlefs  the  wind  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  blow 
upon  you.  It  is  the  Lord  that  muft  enlarge  our  fteps  under 
us,  and  make  your  feet  like  hinds  feet  in  the  ways  of  the 
Lord. 

3^/^,  They  are  neceffary  for  accomplifliing  our  fpiritual 
warefare  againft  fin,  Satan,  and  the  world.  We  will  never  be 
able  to  combat  with  our  fpiritual  enemies,  if  he  do  not  help 
us  :  it  is  he  only  that  mull  "  teach  our  hands  to  war,  and  our 
fingers  to  fight,  fo  as  bows  of  fteel  may  be  broken  in  pieces 
by  us."  Without  the  Spirit  we  will  fall  before  every  temp- 
tation ;  like  Peter,  curfe  and  fwear,  that  he  never  knew  him. 

^thly^  They  are  neceffary  to  the  excrcife  of  grace  already 
implanted  in  the  foul.  As  we  cannot  work  grace  in  our 
hearts,  fo  neither  can  wc  exercife  it  without  the  renewed  in- 
fluences of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  Cant.  iv.  16.  When  this  wind 
blows,  then,  and  never  till  then,  do  the  fpiccs  flow  out.  But 
I  fliall  not  ftand  on  this  :  the  Spirit's  influences  are  neceffary 
to  all  the  ufes  mentioned  upon  the  fecond  head ;  for  convic- 
tion, illumination,  renovation,  confolation,  enlargement^  mor- 
tification of  fin,  for  affurance  of  our  adoption. 

5.  Th^Jlfth  thing  that  I  propofed  upon  this  head,  wa?,  to 
give  you  fome  of  the  feafons  of  thefe  influences  of  the  Spirit : 
for  the  wind  you  know  has  its  feafons  and  times  of  blowing 
and  breathing.     1  fliall  only  name  a  few  of  them  to  you. 

(i.)  The  Spirit's  reviving  influences,  they  blow  very  or- 
dinarily in  a  day  of  converfion.  This,  as  you  were  hearin(T, 
is  a  feafon  when  this  wind  breathes  on  the  foul,  Ezek.  xxxvi. 
26.  when  God  takes  away  the  ftony  heart,  and  gives  the  heart 
offlefli.  He  puts  his  Spirit  within  them,  w''eti  the  foul  is 
firft  efpoufed  unto  Chrift  So  Jer.  ii.  2.  "I  rev»cmber  thee, 
the  kindnefs  of  thy  youth,  the  love  of  thine  efpoufals  when 
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thou  wenteft  after  me  in  the  wildernefs,  in  a  land  that  was 
not  fown.'* 

(2.)  When  the  foul  has  been  deeply  humbled  under  a 
fenfe  of  fin  and  unworthinefs.  When  Ephraim  is  brought 
low,  and  is  fmiting  on  his  thigh,  acknowledging  his  fin  and 
folly,  then  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  comes  with  a  reviving  gale 
upon  his  fpirit.  "  Is  Ephraim  (fays  the  Lord)  my  dear  fon? 
is  he  a  pleafant  child?  for  fince  1  fpake  a^ainft  him,  I  do  ear- 
neftly  remember  him  ft  ill :  therefore  my  bowels  are  troubled 
for  him;  I  willfurely  have  mercy  upon  him,  faith  the  Lord.*' 

(3.)  After  a  dark  night  of  defertion,  when  the  Lord  re- 
turns again,  it  is  a  time  of  fweet  influences.  After  Zion  had 
been  crying^  *'  The  Lord  hath  forfaken  me,  my  God  hath 
forgotten  me  ;"  upon  the  back  of  it  comes  a  fweet  g^le  of 
the  Spirit,  ^*  Can  a  woman  forget  her  fucking  child,  that  flie 
fbould  not  have  compaffion  on  the  fon  of  her  womb  ?  yea,, 
they  may  forget,  yet  will  not  I  forget  thee/* 

(4.)  Times  of  earneft  prayer  and  wreftling;  for  he  giveth 
his  Spirit  to  them  that  alk  it.  This  is  agreeable  to  the  pro- 
mife,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  37. 

(5.)  Times  of  ferious  meditation  are  times  of  fweet  in- 
fluences of  the  Spirit :  Pfal.  Ixiii.  5.  6.  8.  "  When  I  remem- 
ber thee  upon  my  bed^  and  meditate  on  thee  in  the  night- 
watches,  my  foul  is  fatisfied  as  with  marrow  and  fatnefs,  and 
my  foul  followeth  liard  after  thee." 

(6.)  Communion-days  are  fometimes  days  of  fweet  in- 
fluences. Some  of  the  Lord's  people  can  atteft  it  from  their 
experience,  with  the  fpoufe,  that  "  while  the  King  fat  at  his 
table,  the  fpikenard  fent  forth  the  fmell  thereof;"  and  when 
they  "  fat  down  under  his  fliadow,  they  foilnd  his  fruit  fweet 
to  their  tafte.  He  brought  me  to  the  banqueting-houfe,  and 
his  banner  over  me  was  love." 

(7.^  The  day  of  death  has  fometimes  been  found  to  be  a 
day  of  fuch  pleafant  gales  of  the  Spirit,  that  they  have  been 
made  to  enter  into  the  haven  of  glory  with  tlie  triumphant 
fong  in  their  mouth,  faying,  "  Thanks  be  to  God,  which 
giveth  us  the  viftory,  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift."  Thus 
David,  "  Although  my  houfe  be  not  fo  with  God ;  yet  he 
hath  made  with  me  an  everlafting  covenant,  ordered  in  all . 
things,  and  fure  ;  for  this  is  all  my  falvation,  and  all  my  de- 
fire."     Thus  Simeon,  thus  Paul,  &c. 

III.  The  third  thing  in  the  text  and  doftrine  to  be  fpoken 

to,  is  the  life  that  is  effeBed  and  wrought  in  the  fouls  of  God's 

eleB  by  thefe  influences  and  breathings  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Your 
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time  will  not  allow,  me  to  enlarge  upon  this.  I  ihall  onlj  tell 
you,  in  a  few  particulars,  what  for>t  of  a  life  it  is. 

( I.)  It  is  a  life  of  faith*  The  apoftle  calls  it  fo.  Gal.  ii.  20* 
*'  The  life  I  now  live  in  the  flelh,  I  live  b^  the  faith^of  the 
Son  of  God,  who  loved  me,  and  gave  himfelf  for  me.''  And 
the  jufl  is  faid  to  live  hy  faith.  The  man  is  ay  embracing  a 
Redeemer,  and  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  in  him  ;  ay  deri- 
ving frefli  fupplies  out  of  that  full  treafuxy  and  ftore-houfe. 

(a.)  It  is  a  life  ef  j unification.  The  law  pronounces  a 
curfe  againft  every  one  that  ^^  doth  not  continue  in  all  things 
written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them."  The  believer, 
he  gets  this  fentence  of  death  cancelled:  Rom.  viii.  i.  "  There 
is  no  condemnation  to  them  which  are  in  Chrift  Jefus."  And 
not  only  fo,  but  he  has  the  everlafting  rij^hteoufnefs  of  Imma- 
nuel  G<>d-man  imputed  to  him :  fo  that  with  a  holy  boldnefs 
he  may  challenge  juftice,  and  challenge  the  law,  what  they 
have  to  fay  againft  him,  as  the  apoftle  doth,  Rom.  viii.  33. 
**  Who  fliall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  ele^l  ?"  &c. 

(3.)  It  is  a  life  of  reconciliation  with  God ;  God  and  they 
are  at  friendfliip  ;  which  follows  naturally  on  their  juftifica- 
tion  :  Rom.  v.  i.  '*  Being  juftified  by  faith,  we- have  peace 
with  God."  God  doth  not  retain  the  leaft  grudge  in  his 
heart  againft  them ;  and  he  and  they  walk  together,  becaufe 
they  are  agreed :  that  is,  they  have  fellowfliip  one  with  an- 
other, according  to  that,  i  John  i.  3.  '*  Truly  our  fellowfliip 
is  with  the  Father,  and  with  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift. 

(4.)  It  is  a  life  of  holinefs  and  fan£tification  ;  for  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord,  he  is  a  cleanfing,  purifying,  and  renewing  Spirit; 
he  renews  the  foul  after  the  image  of  God  ;  mak^s  the  heart, 
that  was  a  cage  of  uni;:lean  birds,  a  fit  temple  for  the  Holy 
Ghoft  to  dwell  in ;  he  ^amifhes  the  foul,  and  makes  it  like 
the  King's  daughter,  all  glorious  within.  They  that  had  lieu 
among  the  pots,  become  **  like  the  wings  of  a  dove  covered 
with  filver,  and  her  feathers  with  yellow  gold." 

(5.)  It  is  a  very  lightfome  and  comfortable  life :  and  no 
wonder ;  for  his  name  is  The  Comforter.  His  confolations  are 
fo  ftrong,  that  they  furnifli  the  foul  with  ground  of  joy  in  the 
blackeft  and  cloudieft  day :  Hab.  iii.  17.  18.  **  Although  the 
fig-tree  fliall  not  bloflbm,  neither  fliall  fruit  be  in  the  vines, 
the  labour  of  the  olive  fliall  fail,  and  the  fields  fliall  yield 
no  meat,  the  flock  fliall  be  cut  oft*  from  the  fold,  and  there 
fliall  be  no  herd  in  the  ftalls  :  yet  I  will  rejoice  in  the  Lord, 
I  will  joy  in  the  God  of  my  falvation."  And  the  joy  that 
he  gives,  it  is  deep ;  **  Your  heart  fliall  rejoice."  And  it  is 
abiding  :  "  Your  joy  fliall  no  man  take  from  you."    And  it  is 
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fucli  as  cannot  be  made  language  of:  "  We  rejoice  with  joy 
unfpeakable,  and  full  of  glory." 

(6.)  It  is  a  life  of  liberty ;  for  "  where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
is,  there  is  liberty."  He  brings  us  into  the  glorious  liberty 
of  the  fons  of  God.  Before  the  Spirit  comes  with  his  faying 
inDuencesy  the  man  is  in  bondage  ;  in  bondage  unto  iin»  unto 
Satan^  unto  the  law,  and  unto  the  curfe  and  condemnation  of 
God:  bvit  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  he  frees  from  all  thefe* 
Chrift,  by  his  Spirit,  he  fets  the  captives  of  the  cuighty  at  li- 
berty, and  delivers  the  prey  from  the  terrible. 

(7.)  It  is  a  hid  life :  Col.  iii.  3.  "  Your  life  is  hid  with  Chriil 
in  God."  And  believers,  they  are  called  **  God's  hidden  ones," 
Pfal.  Ixxxiii.  3.  The  fpring  and  fountain  of  this  life  is  hid, 
namely,  an  unfeen  Chrift  -,  for  with  him  is  the  fountain  of  life. 
The  fubjefl:  of  this  life  is  hid,  even  the  hidden  man  of  the  heart. 
The  aftings  of  this  life  are  hid,  and  the  means  of  its  fupport^ 
he  feeds  upon  "  ,the  hidden  manna,  and  the  tree  of  life  which 
is  in  the  midft  of  the  paradife  of  God."  And  then  the  beauty 
and  glory  of  this  life  is  hid ;  for  **  the  King's  daughter  is  all 
'  glorious  within."  The  beauty  of  the  hypocrite's  life  lies  all 
in  the  outfide^  painted  fe{>ulchres. 

(8.)  It  is  a  heavenly  life  ;  they  are  made  to  live  above  the  " 
world :  "  Our  converfation  is  in  heaven,"  fays  the  apoftle. 
They  l66k  on  themfelves  as  pilgrims  and  ftrangers  on  the 
earth,  and  therefore  look  not  fo  much  to  the  things  that  are 
feen,  as  to  the  things  that  are  not  feen.  With  Mofes,  they 
**  have  refpeft  unto  the  recompence' of  the  reward;"  their 
eyes  are  fet  upon  the  land  that  is  very  far  off,  and  the  King 
in  his  beauty. 

(9.)  It  is  a  royal  life :  for  they  are  "  made  kings  and  priefts 
unto  God,'*  Rev.  i.  6,  They  have  a  royal  kingdom,  of  which 
they  are  heirs,  "  I  appoint  unto  you  a  kingdom,"  fays  Chrift ; 
a  royal  crown,  "  a  crown  of  glory  which  fadeth  not  away.** 
They  ihall  have  a  royal  throne  at  laft.  Rev.  iii.  21.  Royal 
robes,  princely  attire,  the  garments  of  falvation  ;  a  royal  table 
provided  for  them.  If.  xxv.  6.  "  a  fcaft  of  fet  things,  a  feaft: 
of  wines  on  the  lees,  of  fat  things  full  of  marrow,  of  ivines  on 
the  lees  well  refined ;"  a  royal  guard  continually  attending 
them,  the  angels  of  God,  and  the  attributes  of  the  divine  na- 
ture, &c. 

(ic.)  It  is  an  eternal  life :  John  xvii.  3.  **  This  is  life  eter- 
nal, that  they  might  know  thee  the  only  true  God,  and  Jefus 
Chrift  whom  thou  haft  fent."  The  faving  knowledge  of  a 
God  in  Chrift,  what  is  it  but  the  firft  dawnings  of  eternal 
glory  in  the  foul  ?  And  where  he  once  dawns^he  is  ay  in  the 
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afcendant  until  the  mid-daj  of  glorj  come  ;  for  ^'  his  goings 
forth  are  prepared  as  the  morning." 

IV.  Tht  fourth  thing  is  the  ufe  of  the  do£krine.  And  wa- 
ving other  ufes  tliat  might  be  made  of  this  doflrine,  I  fliall 
only  improve  it  by  way  of  examination  and  of  exhortation. 

The  Jirft  ufe  flball  be  of  trial  and  examination.  Oh  try. 
Sirs,  whether  or  not  thefe  faving  influences  of  the  Spirit  did 
ever  breathe  upon  your  fouls,  yea,  or  not.  For  your  trial 
1  ihall  only  fugged  thefe  few  things. 

1.  If  thefe  breathings  have  blown  upon  thy  foul,^  man,  v.  o- 
inan,  then  he  has  blown  away  the  vail  and  foce  of  the  cover* 
ing  that  was  naturally  upon  thy  mind  and  underilandiug.  He 
has  given  you  other  views  of  fpiritual  and  divine  things,  than 
you  can  have  by  any  natural  or  acquired  knowledge.  The 
Spirit  of  the  Lord,  he  is  called  **  the  Spirit  of  wifdom  and 
revelation,"  Eph.  i.  17.  becaufe  he  reveals  thefe  things  to  the 
foul  which  flefli  and  blood  is  not  able  to  r^ive  or  underftand. 
So  then,  has  the  Spirit  teilified  of  Chrt&ianto  you  ?  has  he 
**  who  commanded  the  light  to  fhine  out  of  darknefs,  fhined 
into  your  heart,  to  ^ive  the  ligbt  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
glory  of  God,  in  the  face  of  Jefua  Chritt  ?  And  as  a  fruit  and 
confequent  of  this, 

2.  If  the  wind  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  has 'blown  upon  thy  foul, 
he  has  blown  away  fome  of  the  filth  of  hell  that  did  cleave  to 
thy  foul,  and  has  transformed  thee  into  his  own  image :  a  Cor. 
iii.  18.  ^<  Beholding  as  in  a  glafs  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  thou 
art  changed  into  the  fame  image^  from  glory  to  glory,  even  as 
by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.**  If  you  have  the  Spirit,  the 
**  fame  mind  will  be  in  you,  which  was  alfo  in  Chrift  Jefus ; 
for  he  that  is  joined  unto  the  Lord,  is  one  fpirit."  You  will 
imitate  and  refemble  him  in  his  imitablc  perfedions,  in  his 
holinefs,  meeknefs,  fclf-denial,  patience.  He  is  a  holy  God 
and  wherever  he  comes  he  works  holinefs,  and  makes  the 
foul  holy. 

3.  If  this  wind  has  blown  upon  your  fouls,  then  it  has  dri- 
ven you  from  your  lying  refuges,  and  made  you  take  fanduary 
inChrift.  He  has  driven  you  from  the  law,  and  made  you  cou- 
fent  to  the  method  of  falvation  through  the  rlghteoufnefs  of 
tlje  Son  of  Got]  :  **  I  through  the  law  (fays  the  apoftle)  am 
dead  to  the  law,  that  1  might  live  unto  God."  This  is  the  de- 
fign  of  all  the  Spirit's  influences,  to  lead  finners  oiF  from  fin, 
cflp  from  felf,  off  from  the  law,  that  they  may  reft  in  Chrilt 
Oiily. 

4.  If  ever  you  felt  any  of  the  reviving  gales  of  this  wind 
of  the  Spirit,  you  will  long  for  new  gales  and  breathings  of 
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it ;  and  when  thefe  breathings  are  fufpended  and  with-held, 
your  fouls  will  be  like  to  faint^  as  it  were,  like  a  man  that 
wants  breath.  You  will  pant  for  the  air  of  the  Spirit's  in- 
fluences, like  David,  Pfal.  Ixiii.  i.  "  My  foul  longeth  for  thee 
in  a  dry  and  thirfty  land,  where  no  water  is;"  and  Pfal. 
Ixxxiv.  2.  "  My  foul  longeth,  yea,  even  fainteth  for  the 
courts  of  the  Lord  :  my  heart  and  my  flefh  crieth  out  for  the 
living  God :  Oh  for  another  gale  of  his  Spirit  in  public  ordi* 
nances  ! 

5.  If  you  have  felt  the  breathings  of  this  wind  you  will 
not  fnuff  up  the  cad  wind  of  fin  and  vanity  :  John  iv.  14. 
**  Whofoever  drinketh  of  the  water  that  1  fliall  give  him, 
Jhall  never  thirfl."  You  will  not  third  immoderately  after 
things  of  time ;  no,  no ;  you  will  fee  them  to  be  but  mere 
trafh  and  vanity.  You  will  **  choofe  that  good  part  which 
ihall  not  be  taken  away  from  you."  You  will  "  fcek  thofe 
things  which  are  above,  where  Chrill  fitteth  on  the  right- 
hand  of  God.''        1^ 

6.  If  this  win^flfe  blown  upon  thy  foul,  then  you  will 
follow  the  motion  01  this  wind ;  you  will  not  run  crofs  to  this 
wind,  but  will  go  alongft  with  it.  I  mean,  you  will  yield 
yourfelves  unto  the  conduft  of  the  Spirit  fpeaking  in  his 
word ;  for  "  as  m^ny  as  are  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  they  . 
are  the  fons  of  God." 

But,  fay  you,  How  fliall  I  know  if  I  be  led  by  the  Spirit  of 
God  ?  I  anfwer, 

ifty  -If  ye  follow  the  Spirit,  then  you  will  not  fulfil  the 
lufts  of  the  flefh ;  but,  on  the  contr^y,  you  will  ftudy  to 
**  crucify  the  flefli,  with  the  affeftions  and  lufts."  You  will 
be  ready  to  cut  oflp  your  right-hand,  and  to  pluck  out  the 
right-eye  fins  at  the  Lord's  command. 

2diyy  Then  the  way  wherein  you  walk  will  be  a  way  of 
holinefs,  for  he  is  a  Spirit  of  fanftification ;  and  a  way  of 
truth,  for  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  he  ig  a  Spirit  of  truth,  an4 
he  leads  into  all  truth :  away  of  uprightnefs  :  Pfal.  cxliii.  lo. 

Thy  Spirit  is  good,  lead  me  into  the  land  of  uprightnefs." 

^dlvy  Ye  know  leading  imports  fpontaneity  and  willingnefs. 
There  is  a  great  difference  between  leading  and  drawing ;  be- 
tween being  driven  by  the  wind,  and  following  the  motion  of 
the  wind.  Sometimes  indeed  the  wicked,  a  hypocrite,  a  na- 
tural man,  by  a  ftrong  north- wind  of  conviftion,  may  be  dri- 
ven on  to  duty  through  the  force  of  terror.  But  the  believer, 
he  is  a  volunteer^  he  freely  yields  himfelf  to  the  Spirit's  con- 
duft, he  rejoices  to  work  righteoufnefs,  and  to  remember 
God  in  his  ways.  Whenever  he  hears  the  Spirit  whifpering 
ift  hi§  €^rs,  and  faying,  **  This  is  the  w?y,  walk  ye  in  it,"  pre- 
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fently,  he  complies.  When  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  fays,  Come^ 
he  immediately  echoes  back  again,  and  fays,  **  Behold,  I  come 
imto  thee,  for  thou  art  the  Lord  my  God."  Now,  try  your- 
fclves  by  thefe  things. 

Thejfecond  ule  fliall  be  of  exhortation.  Is  it  fo,  that  the 
influences  of  the  Spirit  are  fo  neccflkry  in  ordet  to  our  revi- 
val ?  then  be  exhorted  to  look  up  to  heaven,  and  cry  for  the 
breathings  of  the  Spirit.  O  Sirs,  will  ye  turn  the  words  of 
my  text  into  a  prayer,  and  fay.  Come  from  the  four  windf,  O 
breath f  and  breathe  upon  thefe  ^ain^  that  they  may  live.  I 
might  enforce  this  exhortation  by  many  motives ;  1  only  name 
them. 

Mot.  I.  Confider,  Sirs,  that  fpiritual  deadnefs  is  very  pre- 
valent in  the  day  wherein  we  live.  There  is  a  great  multi- 
tude of  dry  bones  fcattered  up  and  down  our  valley  of  vifion. 
There  are  many  that  carry  the  marks  of  a  deadly  leprofy  on 
^heir  foreheads  ;  their  atheifm,  their  profanity,  if  religion,  and 
other  grofs  abominations,  plainly  declare  to  the  world,  that 
they  are  ftark  dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fins.' .  And,  alas  !  may 
it  not  be  for  matter  of  lamentation,  that  even  many  of 
thefe,  who,  in  the  judgement  of  charity,  have  the  root  of  the 
matter  the  principles  of  fpiritual  life,  are  yet  under  fad  de- 
cays of  the  life  of  grace  ?  Alas  !  it  is  not  with  Scotland's  mi- 
nifters  and  profeffors  as  once  in  a  day  it  has  been.  I  might 
produce  many  melancholy  evidences  of  this,  if  time  would  al- 
low. Remember  thefe  already  mentioned,  the  general  loathing 
of  the  word,  &c. 

Mot.  2.  Confider  the  evil  and  danger  of  fpiritual  deadnefs* 
The  evil  of  it  will  appear, 

i^.  If  ye  confider,  that  it  is  a  frame  of  fpirit  direflly  crofs 
to  the  command  of  God.  God  commands  us  to  **  prefent 
ourfelves  a  living  facrifice  unto  him  ;"  and  indeed  **  this  is 
our  reafonable  fervice,"  Rom.  xii.  i.  Yea,  it  is  crofs  unto  the  ' 
very  nature  of  God ;  for  "  God  is  a  Spirit,  and  they  that  wer- 
ihip  him,  muft  v^orfliip  him  in  fpirit  and  in  truth,"  John  iv.  24. 

Zdly,  The  evil  and  danger  of  it  appears  further  from  this, 
that  it  unfits  the  foul  for  every  duty,  and  mars  onr  commu- 
nion and  fellowfliip  with  God.  God  ipcets  the  lively  Chri- 
ftian  in  the  way  of  duty  :  "  Thou  meeteft  him  that  rejoiceth, 
and  worketh  righteoufnefs,  thofe  that  remember  thee  in  tliy 
ways.  But  for  the  man  that  comes  to  him  with  a  Laodicean, 
dead,  lifelefs,  and  lukewarm  frame  of  foul,  he  will  not  hold 
communion  with  that  man  ;  no,  he  will  fpew  hioi  out  of  his 
mouth. 

3dly,  It  opens  a  door  for  all  other  fin,  and  renders  a  man 
ji^  eaf^  prey  unto  every  temptation.     A  dead  man  he  can 
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inake  ne  tnatin^r  of  refiftance,  he  is  carried  down  the  ftream 
'without  oppofition.     Then, 

^thly^  It  lays  a  foundation  for  fad  and  terrihle  challenges 
from  confcience.  David's  fpiritual  deadnefs  brought  hina  to 
that  pafs  9t  the  long  run,  that  he  is  made  to  cry  out  of  broken 
bone^^  $&€.  '  '  • 

iVoh  3.  Confider,  that  as  the  breathings  of  the  Spirit  are 
»eceflary  for  every  duty,  fo  particularly  for  that  folemn  work 
Tvhich  you  have  before  your  hands  of  commemorating  the 
death  of  the  exalted  Redeemer.  I  might  here  let  you  fee, 
how  the  influences  of  the  Spirit  are  neceffary  for  every 
part  of  your  work,  if  time  would  allow.  Without  the  Spi- 
rit's influences  of  light,  you  can  never  examine  yourfelvcs  to 
purpofe  :  it  is  "  the  Spirit  of  the  Almighty  that  giveth  un- 
dcrftanding"  how  to  fearch  out  the  myftery  of  iniquity  in  tlie 
heart,  which  is  deceitful  above  all  tilings  and  defperately 
wicked.'*  And  then,  without  the  Spirit  you  cannot  mourn 
for  fin  ;  for  it  is  the  kindly  influences  of  the  Sjiirit  that  thaws 
the  heart  into  evangelical  tears,"  Zech.  xii.  10.  Without  the 
Spirit  you  cannot  difcern  the  broken  body  of  a  Redeemer ; 
for  it  is  the  Spirit  that  teftifies  of  Chrift.  "  I  will  pour  the 
Spirit  of  grace  upon  the  houfe  of  David,  and  inhabitants  of 
Jerufalern  j**  and  then  follows,  **  They  Ihall  look  upon  m^ 
whom  they  have  pierced,  and  they  fhall  mourn  for  him."  In 
8  word,  you  cannot  exercife  any  grace,  you  cannot  wreftle  in 
prayer,  you  cannot  have  any  right  view  of  the  contrivance  of 
redemption,  you  cannot  take  hold  of  God's  covenant,  or  im- 
prove any  promife  of  the  covenant,  without  the  Spirit. 

Mot,  4.  Confider  the  excellency  of  thefe  influences  of  the 
Spirit. 

i^,  They  blow  from  an  excellent  airth  and  original :  the 
Koly  Ghoft  is  the  author  of  them  ;  and  you  know  he  pro- 
ceeds from  the  Father  and  the  Son.     So  that  a  whole  Trinity,    , 
as  it  were,  convey  themfelvcs  with  thefe  breathings. 

2///y,  They  are  the  purchafc  of  a  Redeemer's  blood,  and 
therefore  excellent.  There  is  not  the  leaft  grace,  or  the 
leaft  gale  of  the  Spirit,  that  is  given  to  believers,  but  it  coft 
Chrift  the  blood  of  his  heart.  He  purchafed  grace  as  well 
as  glory. 

3^/^,  Thefe  influences  of  the  Spirit,  they,  as  it  were,  fup- 
ply  Chrift's  room  while  he  is  in  glory.  And  truly,  Sirs,  I 
may  fafely  fay  it  upon  fcripture-warrant,  that  the  prefence 
of  the  Spirit  with  believers  upon  earth,  is  a' greater  bleffmi; 
than  the  mere  bodily  prefence  of  Chrift  :  and  therefore  Chrift 
teDs  his  difciples  by  v^ay  of  comfort,  John  xvi.  7.  "  If  I  go 
pot  away,  the  Comforter  will  not  come  unto  you  j  but  if  I 
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depart,  I  will  fend  him  unto  you."  As  if  he  had  faid,  '*  Whea 
I  am  gone,  the  Spirit  nviU  be  poured  out  from  oa  high, 
which  is  far  better  for  you  than  mj  bodily  prefence." 

^tblfy  Thefe  breathings  of  the  Spirit,  they  are  pledges  of 
glory,  the  earneft- penny  of  the  inheritance  :  Eph.  i.  I3»  14^ 
"  After  that  ye  believed,  ye  were  fealed  with  that  holy  Spirili 
of  promife,  which  is  the  earneft  of  our  inheritance. 

$tkly,  Their  excellency  appears  from  the  excellent  effeft» 
that  they  produce  upon  the  foul.  They  beautify  the  foul  oa 
whom  they  fall,  and  make  it  like  **  a  field  which  the  LorJ 
Iwth  bleffed."  They  render  the  foul  "  fruitful  in  erery  good 
word  and  work :"  Hof.  xiv.  5.  *'  I  will  be  as  the  dew  unto 
Ifrael :''  and  what  follows  ?  "  he  fliall  grow  as  the  lily,  and  . 
caft  forth  his  roots  as  Lebanon.*'  If.  xliv.  3.  **  1  will  pour 
water  upon  him  that  is  tuirfty,  and  floods  upon  the  dxy 
ground  :  I  will  pour  my  fpirit  upon  thy  feed,  and  my  blefiing 
upon  thine  offspring :"  and  then  follows,  ver.  4.  ^*  They  {haS 
fpring  up  as  among  the  grafs,  as  willows  by  the  water  cour- 
fes. 

^ejl.  What  advice  or  counfel  do  you  give,  in  order  to  oltr 
obtaining  or  recovering  the  enlightening  and  reviving  gales  of 
the  Spirit  ? 

^nf.  I.  Be  fenfible  of  your  deadnefs,  and  mourn  over  it; 
for  the  Lord  '*  comforts  them  that  mourn  in  Zion.**  He  will 
<«  give  unto  them  beau£y  for  aflies,  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourn- 
ings the  garment  of  praife  for  the  fpirit  of  heavinefs  :"  and 
then  follows,  "  They  fliall  be  called  trees  of  righteoufnefs, 
the  planting  of  the  Lord  that  be  might  be  glorified^"  U.  isdU 

a.  3- 

2.  Be  much  upon  the  mount  of  divine  meditation  -^  for  here 

it  is  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  breathes  ;  "  While  I  was  mu- 
fing  the  fire  burned,"  fays  David,  Pfal.  xxxix,  3.  Pfai.  Ixiii- 
5.  6.  "  When  I  meditate  on  thee  in  the  night- watcties,  mj 
foul  fhall  be  fatisfied  as  with  marrow  and  fatnefs." 

3.  Cry  mightily  unto  God  for  fliefe  inflttences,  that  he 
would  pour  down  his  Spirit  from  on  high :  for  **  if  ye,  being 
evil  (fays  Chrift),  know  how.  to  give  good  gifts  unto  your 
children  :  how  much  more  Ihall  your  heavenly  Father  give 
Holy  Spirit  to  them  that  aik  him  ?"  Luke  xi.  13.  Plead  thft 
promifes  of  the  new  covenant ;  and,  particularly  be  much  in 
pleading  this  abfolute  promife  of  the  Spirit,  if.  xliv.  3.  **  I 
will  pour  water  upon  him  that  is  thirlty,  and  floods  upon  the 
dry  ground :  I  will  pour  my  Spirit  upon  tliy  feed/*  &c. 
Ez*-k.  xxxvi.  27.  ."  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within  you,  and 
caufe  you  to  walk  in  my  ftatutes."  But  flill  remember,  Sirs, 
that  thefe  promifes  are  to  be  managed  by  the  prayer  of  faith* 
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We  are  to  turn  God's  promife  into  prayers  ;  for  it  is  added, 
yer.  37.  '*  For  thefe  things  I  will  be  inquired  of  by  the  houfe 
of  Ifraely  to  do  it  for  them. 

4.  Make  confcience  of  waiting  on  him  in  all  the  duties  and 
ordinances  of  his  appointment,  particularly  the  preaching  of 
the  word.  And  bewar^  of  a  legal  frame  of  fpirit  in  your  at- 
tending upon  thefe  ordinances,  as  if  thereby  you  could  merit 
any  thmg  at  God*s  hand,  or  as  if  God  were  obliged  to  you  for 
what  you  do  this  way ;  for  "  we  receive  the  Spirit  (feys  the 
apoftle),  not  by  the  works  of  the  law,  but  by  the  hearing  of 
faith.'*  Gofpel-ordinances  are  the  ufual  chariots  in  which 
the  Spirit  rides,  when  he  makes  his  entrance  at  firil^  or  whea 
he  returns  into  the  foul  after  abfence. 

5.  Lqftly^  Study  to  have  union  with  Chrift  ;  for  it  is  upon 
them  that  are  in  Chrift,  that  the  Spirit  of  God  and  of  glory 
refts :  **  He  that  is  joined  unto  the  Lord  is  one  Spirit"  with 
him.     The  oil  of  gladnefs  that  was  poured  upon  the  head  of 

'  our  .exalted  Aaron,  it  runs  down  upon  the  ikirts  of  his  gar- 
■  ments,  upon  every  member  of  his  myftical  body. 
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A     S  E  R  M  O  N, 

PREACHED  ON  SABBATH   EVENING,  IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  THE 
CELEBRATION   OF  THE  LORd's   SUPPER,   AT  DUNFERMLINE, 

JUNE  a.  1 71 7. 

'  Cant,  vii-  5.— T'if  King  is  held  in  the  galleries. 

OUR  blefled  Lord  Jefus,  who  is  reprefented  under  the  no^ 
tion  of  a  Bridegroom  in  this  book,  from  the  4th  verfe 
cf  the  preceding  chapter,  he  breaks  out  in  the  commendation 
of  his  fpoufe  and  bride,  venting  the  love  of  his  heart  toward 
her  in  many  warm  and  pathetic  expreflions ;  and  his  difcourfe 
is  continued  to  the  loth  verfe  of  this  chapter ;  where  we  find 
him  running  out  in  the  commendation  of  his  church  in  feve- 
ral  particulars.  He  commends  her  from  her  fpiritual  birth 
and  pedigree,  calling  her  a  princess  daughter^  ver.  i .  The 
faints  of  God  are  royally  defcended ;  by  their  fecond  birth 
they  are  fprung  of  the  Ancient  of  days ;  "  born,  not  of  blood, 
nor  of  the  will  of  the  fieilh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of 
z  God." 
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GocL**  Again,  he  commends  her  from  the  beauty  of  holinefs 
fliining  in  ber  waik  and  converfation :  "  How  beautiful  are 
thy  feet  with  flioes,  O  prince's  daughter  1"  Holinefs  is  the  at- 
tire of  the  bride  of  Chrift ;  "  fhe  is  arrayed  in  fine  linen,  clean 
and  white,  which  is  the  righteoulhefs  of  faints."  But  time 
will  not  allow  me  to  explain  the  feveral  particulars  of  her 
commendation.  The  words  of  my  text  they  are  an  abrupt 
fentence  ;  wherein  he  expreffeth  the  wonderful  complacency 
which  he  took  in  her  fociety,  and  the  overpowering  in&iience 
that  her  faith,  and  his  faithfulncfs,  his  love,  and  her  loveli- 
nels,  had  to  make  him  ftay  and  abide  in  her  company  :  i  he 
King  is  held  in  the  galleries.  In  which  words  we  may  notice 
thefe  particulars. 

I.  Chrift's  charafter  and  office;  he  is  4  perfon  of  royal  dig- 
ftity,  no  lefs  than  a  Kinjj,  and  the  King  by  way  of  erainency. 
The  church  of  God  owns  no  other  king  but  Chrift  ;  for  it  is 
he  whom  God  the  Father  has^/  to  rule  upon  the  holy  hill  of 
Ztoti.*  and  it  is  a  mar  ifeft  invafion  of  Chrift  s  prerogaiive,  for 
pope,  prelate,  or  potentate,  to  ufurp  a  fovereignty  and  head-b 
Slip  over  the  church  of  Chrift  5  an  indignity  which  he  will 
not  luffer  to  pafs  without  fuitable  refentnicnt.  He  here  owns 
himfdf  to  be  the  King  of  Zion,  and  will  maintain  the  dignity 
of  his  crown  againft  all  that  dare  invade  it.  ».  In  the  words 
Vre  have  the  p^ace  of  cor  verl'e  between  Chrift  and  his  bleffed 
fpout'e  and  bride  ;  it  is  in  the  galleries.  It  is  the  fame  word 
in  the  original  which  we  have.  Cant.  i.  ly.  **  The  beams  of 
Ont  houfe  are  cedar,  and  our  rafters,  or  galleries,  of  fir.** 
Where,  by  galleries^  in  both  places,  according  to  the  judicious 
Durhaiif^,  we  are  to  underftand  the  ordinances  of  the  gofpel^ 
in  which  Chrift  and  his  people  do  try  ft  and  keep  company  one 
\Tith  anothei:.  Why  gof pel-ordinances  are  thus  deliglied,  I 
ttiay  fliew  more  particularly  afterwards.  3.  We  have  the 
fweet  conftraint  that  this  royal  Bridegroom  was  under  to  tarry 
in  the  galleries  with  his  Ipoufe ;  he  here  owns  that  he  was 
held,  or  bound,  as  the  word  fignifief,  in  the  galleries.  Het 
feith  and  love  laid  him  under  a  voluntary  arrtft  to  t^rry  with 
her;  like  the  difciples  going  to  f)mmaus,  Luke  xxiv.  29* 
^  flie  conftrained  him 'to  abide  with  her*'  An  expreilioa 
tliuch  like  this  we  have,  Cant.  iii.  V  After  a  weary  night  of 
defertibn,  and  much  tedious  inquiry,  flie  r.t  Icgth  rreets  with 
her  beloved,  aihd  thereupon  ihe  cries  out,  "  1  held  him,  and 
Would  not  let  him  go.*' 

.Observe,  "  That  Chrift,  the  bleffed  King  of  Zion,  <»nde*i 

fcends  fometimcB  to  be  held  and  detained  by  his  people  in 

V^JL.  I.  K  lV«. 
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the  galleries  of  gofpeUordinances.     "Ihe  King  is  held  in  thf 
galleries'^ 

I.  I  will  giye  fome  account  of  this  rojal  King. 

II.  Of  the  galleries  of  the  Kingv 

III.  Of  this  holding  of  the  King  io  the  galleries. 
>  IV.  Apply. 

I.  Tlicfirjl  thing  propofed  is,  to  give  fome  account  of  this 
royal  King.  But,  alas  !  **  who  can  declare  tiis  generation  l^ 
All  I  fliall  do,  is  only,  i.  To  prove  that  he  is  a  King.  2» 
That  l.e  is  the  King  by  way  of  eminency  and  excellency. 

Firfly  That  he  is  a  King,  app  ars  from  thefe  particulars. 

1.  From  the  Father's  delignation  and  ordination.  From  all  - 
eternity  the  Father  defigned  and  ordained  this  dignity  for 
him  as  our  Mediator:  fori  do  not  now  fpeak  of  his  na- 
tural and  effential,  but  of  his  difpenfatory  or  mediatory  king» 
dom  :  "  I  have  fet  my  King  upon  nny  holy  hill  of  Zion/*  Pfal. 
ii.  6.  and  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  27,  "  1  will  make  him  my  Eift-born, 
higher  than  the  kings  of.  the  earth." 

2.  It  appears  from  the  prophecies  that  went  of  him  before 
his  adtual  manifeflation  in  our  nature.  It  was  prophtfied 
that  the  fceptre  of  Judah  fliould  terminate  in  him.  Gen.  xlix» 
10. ;  that  he  fhould  fucceed  David,  and  fit  upon  lis  throne^ 
Luke  i.  33.  33.  compared  with  Pfal.  cxxxii.  ii.  "  The  Lord 
fliall  give  unto  him  the  throne  of  his  father  David ;  and  he 
fliall  reign  over  the  houfe  of  Jacob  for  ever,  and  of  his  king-* 
dom  there  fliall  be  no  end ;"  If.  ix.  6.  and  "  the  government 
fliall  be  upon  his  flioulder." 

J.  It  appears  from  the  types  and  fliadows  that  prefigured 
him.  He  was  typified  by  Melchizedeck,  who  is  called  **  the 
King  of  righteoufnefh,  and  the  King  of  peace."  He  was  typi* 
fied  by  David,  and  frequently  called  by  the  name  of  David  i?i 
%h^  pfalms  and  prophets  :  Hof.iii.  5>.  "  Ihe  children  of  Ifrael  ' 
fliall  return,  and  feek  the  Lord  their  God,  a:  d  David  thei? 
king."  He  was  typified  by  Solon-.on,  and  by  his  name  he  is 
commonly  called  in  this. book  of  the  bong. 

4.  It  appears  from  the  princely  titles  that  are  given  him 
in  fcripture.  He  is  callea  **  the  Prince  of  peace,  the  King  of 
rightecufnefs,  and  the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords  ;"  ai  d 
it  is  God  the  Father's  will,  that  "  every  one  fliculd  confefs, 
that  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  Lord.'* 

5.  Jt  appears  from  the  princely  prerogatives  and  royalties 
that  are  ..fligned  him  by  his  Father.  He  has  anointed  him  to 
be  King  with  ar.  incon  parable  cil,  even  "  with  the  oil  of  glad* 

nefs  '  ^  have  found  David  my  fervant;  with  my  holy  oil  have 
J 9S3pJflt€d  Jbiw,"  Pial.  bu^ix.  20.    lie  \12ts  \iA^\^iii  Vvni  m 
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the  government  with  the  folemnitj  of  an  open  proclamation  ^ 
fro.n  heaven,  by  "  the  voice  which  came  from  the  excellent 
glorj.  This  is  my  beloved  Son  in  whom  1  am  well  pleafed  ; 
hear  ye  him."  He  has  put  a  fceptre'  of  righteoufnefs,  and  si 
rod  of  iron,  in  his  hand,  whereby  be  is  enabled  to  defend  his 
fubjediisy  deftroy  his  enemies,  and  "  break  them  in  pieces  as  a 
potter's  veffelt"  He  has  given  him  ambaffadors  to  negociate 
the  affairs  of  his  kingdom :  "  He  gstve  fome,  apoftles  :  aiiii 
fome,  prophets :  and  fome,  evangelifts  :  and  fome,  paftors  a  id 
teachers :  for  the  pcrfefting  of  the  faints,  for  the  work  of  the 
miniftry,  for  the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Chrift."  He  has 
given  him  vaft  territories,  even  "  the  Heathen  for  his  inheri- 
tance, and  the  uttermoft  ends  of  the  earth  for  his  pofleifion  : 
bis  dominion  reaches  from  fea  to  fea,  and  from  the  river  to 
the  ends  of  the  earth,"  It  extends  not  only  to  the  out- 
ward, but  like  wife  to  the  inward  man.  He  has  a  legiflative 
authority,  he  can.  mkke  and  explain^  a-id  abrogate  laws  at  his 
pleafure.  And  when  his  laws  are  broken,  he  has  the  power 
of  acquitting  or  condemning  committed  to  him  :  **  For  the  Fa- 
ther judgeth  no  man  ;  but  hath  committed  all  judgement  unto 
the  Son."     Thus  you  fee  he  is  a  King. 

Secondly,  As  he  is  a  King,  fo  he  is  the  King  by  way  of  emi- 
nency  and  excellency.  And  this  will  be  abundantly  clear,-  if 
we  confider, 

I.  That  he  is  the  King  eternal,  i  Tim.  i.  17. ;  "  the  ever- 
lafting  Father,'*  or,  "  the  Father  of  eternity,  *  If.  ix.  6.  Other 
kings  are  but  of  yefterday,  mere  upllarts,  and,  like  a  gourde 
their  glory  withers  in  a  night.  But  here  is  a  King  that  is 
from  everlafting  to  everlafting,  the  true  "  Alpha  and  Omega, 
the  beginning  and  the  ending."  Mic.  v.  2.  This  **  ruler  in  If- 
rael,  his  goings  forth  were  from  of  old,  from  everlafting."  And 
his  throne  is  fo  firmly  eftablifhed,  that  it  ihall  ftand  through 
all  periods  of  time,  yea,  through  theendlefs  years  of  eternity: 
Pfal.  xlvi  6.  "  Thy  throne,  O  God,  is  for  ever  and  ever." 

^.  He  is  called  the  King  immortal,  i  Tim.  i.  17.  In  the  laft 
chapter  of  the  fame  epiftle,  "  He  only  hath  immortality .*• 
The  potentates  of  the  earth  are  but  kings  of  clay  ;  they  and 
their  thrones  have  their  **  foundations  in  the  duft,  and  unto 
duft  they  fhall  return."  Death,  the  king  of  terrors,  has  raifed 
its  trophies  of  viftory  over  the  moft  renowned  potentates : 
they  who  made  the  world  to  tremble  with  their  fword,  have 
been  at  laft  vanquifhed  by  death.  But  here  is  a  King  that 
never  dies.  It  is  true,  death  did  once,  bv  his  own  confenr, 
obtain  a  feeming  vidlory  over  him  ;  but  in  that  victory  death 
itkll  vias  plagued,  and  the  grave  dejlroyedy  Hot  xm,  i^.  "X^-at^^ 
h  was  not  poiBblc  that  he  fhould  bg  held  ia  tVi^  \>otv^s  ^1 

£  2  ^^-iXik; 
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death :  no,  he  vanquilhed  death  in  his  own  territonos,  and 
returned  carrying  the  fpoil  of  his  enemy  along  with  hioi,  ma* 
king  open  proclamation  of  the  vi&ory  which  he  had  gained 
to  all  his  friends  fur  their  encouragement:  Rev.  i.  i8.  **!, 
am  he  that  was  dead  ;  and  heboid,  I  am  alive  for  evermore  i 
and  have  the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death.^ 

3.  He  is  the  King  invifiik*  Some  eaflern  princes  were  fel* 
dom  feen  of  their  fuhjeds,  to  beget  the  greater  reverence  and 
cftimation  among  their  fubjefts  But  this  was  only  an  afieda* 
tion  of  grandeur.  C-irift,  the  King  of  Zion,  he  is  indeed 
vifible  to  the  eye  of  faith  by  the  faints  militant,  and  yiiible 
to  the  eye  of  fenfe  by  the  faints  triumphant  ^  however,  the 
thoufand  thouf  indth  part  of  his  divine  glory  can  never  be 
feen  or  fearched  out  by  any  created  underfianding  ;  for  *'  he 
dwells  in  the  light  which  no  man  can  approach  unto,  whom 
no  man  hath  feen  nor  can  fee^"  i  Tim.  vi.  i6.  He  is  aa  * 
unfeen  and  unknown  Chrift  by  the  greateft  part  of  the  worlds 
as  to  his  worth  and  excellency.  And  as  to  his  corporeal  pre* 
fence,  he  is  inviiible  by  us  in  this  ftate  of  mortality :  for  the 
heaven  mufi  contain  Km,  '^  until  the  times  of  reftitution  of  all 
things  ;*'  and  then  indeed  "  every  eye  fliall  fee  him,  and  they 
alfo  which  pierced  him." 

4.  He  is  the  only  hlejfed  and  happy  Kingy  i  Tim.  vi.  15* 
•*  the  bleffed  and  only  Potentate."  The  crowns  of  other  princes 
have  their  prickles,  which  make  them  to  fit  uneafy  upon 
their  heads  ;  and  the  toil  and  trouble  of  government  is  feme* 
times  fo  great,  that  the  very  beggar  on  the  dunghill  is  happier 
in  fome  refpe£l  than  the  king  upon  the  throne.  But  Zionfa 
King  is  in  every  refpe&  happy  and  blefied.  He  is  the  darling 
of  heaven  and  earth,  the  "  delight  of  his  Father,  and  the  ^<^ 
fire  of  all  nations."  His  crown  does  not  totter,  his  fubjeds 
do  not  rebel ;  he  is  happy  in  them,  and  they  in  him  :  "  Men 
ihall  be  bleffed  in  him ;  and  all  nations  ihall  call  him  blefied.'* 

5.  He  is  the  dbfolute  and  univerfal  King.  His  kingdom  is 
nniverfal  in  refpe&  of  all  perfons ;  the  higheft  potentate,  as 
well  as  the  meanell  beggar,  are  the  fubjeds  of  his  empire. 
This  is  his  coyal  **  name  written  on  his  vefture,  and  on  his 
thigh,  the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,"  Rev.  xix,  i6» 
Whenever  he  will,  he  cafts  the  mighty  out  of  their  feats,  and 
advances  them  of  low  degree ;  fets  the  beggar  on  the  throne, 
and  caufeth  the  king  fit  on  the  dunghill :  *  He  cuts  off  the 
fpirit  of  princes,  and  is  terrible  to  the  kings  of  the  earth.*' 
Again,  his  government  is  unlverfal  in  refpedl  of  all  places* 
We  read  of  feveral  potentates  who  have  grafped  at  the  uni* 
verfal  monarchy :  but  never  any  of  them  attained  it,  though 

indeed  they  ejctended  their  dominions  £«li  ?t\\(i  v^vi't*    "ftvA 
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litre  U  a  King  whofe  empire  reaches  to  heaven,  earth  and 
hell.  Again »  it  is  univerfal  in  refpe£t  of  all  tinies :  **  He 
(haH  reign  over  the  houfe  of  Jacob  for  ever,  aud  of  bis  king* 
dom  there  (hall  be  no  end." 

I  might  tell  you  further,  to  illuftrate  the  embency  of  thii 
KjfSg,  that  he  is  the  King  of  glory^  the  almighty  King^  the 
King  of  faint  Sy  the  King  of  nations.  But  from  wiiat  has  been 
fiiid,  we  luay  fee  that  he  is  a  King  of  incomparable  excellency^ 
and  what  a  honour  it  is  to  be  with  him,  and  to  hold  him  vn 
the  galleries.     But  I  go  on  to, 

II*  The  fecond  thing  propofed,  which  was  tofpeah  a  Utile 
rfthe  galleries  wherein  this  royal  King  tryfls  and  keeps  com^ 
pemy  with  his  people*  We  read.  Song  i.  4.  «>f  the  chambers  of 
the  King  ;  and,  chap.  ii.  4.  of  the  King's  banqueting  houfe,  or 
tellars  ofwine,  into  w-uch  the  fpuufe  had  been  brought:  the 
iame  is  called  here  the  galleries  of  the  King^  viiu  the(e  ordi- 
naiices  in  which  tlie  Lord  Jefus  reveals  himfelf  to  his  people 
in  the  houfe  of  their  pilgrimage.  Here  I  will  only,  i.  Men- 
tion a  few  of  thefe  galleries,  a.  Inquire  why  ordina.ices  arc 
OMDipared  to  galleries. 

Firfty  I  will  only  mention  thefe  few  galleries. 

I.  There  is  the  fecret  gJiUery  of  meditation,  wherein  David 
found  God's  ^Moving-kindnefs  to  be  better  than  life,*'  and  had 
bis  **  foul  fatisfied  ^s  with  marrow  and  fatnefs." 

a.  There  is  the  gallery  of  prayer,  wherein  Jacob  wreftlcd 
with  the  angel  of  the  covenant,  and,  \Sk&  a  prime,  prevailed  iot 
the  bleffing. 

3  Tiiere  is  a  gallery  of  reading  of  the  fcriptures,  wherein 
the  Ethiopian  eunuch  got  fuch  a  difcovery  of  the  promifed 
MeiEah,  as  made  him  "  go  on  his  way  rejoicing." 

4.  There  is  a  gallery  of  Chriftian  co:iverfe  a:ient  foul-nuit* 
ters;  wherein  the  difciples  going  to  Enimaus  had  fuch  a 
meeting  with  Chrift,  as  made  *^  their  hearts  burn  withia 
them." 

5.  There  is  the  gallery  of  preaching,  or  "of  hearing  of  the 
word  preached;  "  by  the  foolifhnefs  of  which  God  favctb 
them  that  believed."  Here  it  was  that  Lydia's  heart  was 
opened.     And, 

6.  Tlie  facraments  of  the  New  Teftament,  baptifm  and  th« 
Lord's  fupper,  are  galleries  wherein  Zloii's  King  difplays  his 
glory  before  his  people.  The  laft  of  thefe  is,  by  way  of  emi- 
nency  called  the  communion;  not  only  becaufe  therein  the 
people  of  God  have  communion  one  with  anotiier,  but  becaufe 
therein  they  have  "  fcUowlhip  with  the  Fatlier,  aui-wVCKkXiv^ 
Sod  Jefus  ChriiU" 

Secondly  ^ 
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Secondly,  As  to  the  fecond  thing  here.  Why  arc  thefe  oidi« 
nances  compared  to  galleries  ?  I  anfwer, 

I.  Galleries  are  magnificent  apartments  of  royal  and  fiately 
buildings.  So  there  is  a  divine  magnificence  in  the  ordinances 
of  the  gofpel,  when  countenanced  with  the  prefence  of  the 
great  Mailer  of  alTemblies.  It  is  true,  they  appear  mean  and 
contemptible, in  the  eyes  of  a  profane  world,  who  are  ftrangers 
to  the  power  of  godlinefs ;  but  the  man  **  who  has  his  fenfes 
Jpiritually  exercifed  to  difcern  good  and  evil,"  fees  a  divine 
,  greatnefs  and  magnificence  in  them,  fuitable  to  the  flat6  and 
royalty  of «'  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth."  And  when 
the  man  is  admitted  to  fee  the  power  and  glory  of  God  in 
them,  he  cannot  but  join  iffue  with  Jacob,  faying,  **  This  is 
none  other  but  the  houfe  of  God,  and  this  is  the  gate  of  hea* 
vcn,'*Gen.  xxviii.  17. 

2.  Galleries  are  lightfome  and  pleafant  apartments.  O  how 
pleafant  and  lightfome  are  ordinances  to  a  gracious  fvul  \  Let 
a  child  of  God  be  where  he  will,  he  reckons  it  but  "  a  dry 
and  thirfty  land,  where  no  water  is^"  if  he  be  not  admitted  to 
the  galleries  of  ordinances,  Pfal.  Ixiii.  i.  2.  See  how  tfa^ 
fame  holy  man  expreiTes  his  delight  in  ordinances,  Pfal.  Ixxxiv. 
I.  **  How  amiable  arc  thy  tabernacles,  O  Lord  of  hofts  !"  I 
am  fure  this  will  be  the  language  of  every  foul  that  has  l](ec& 
in  the  galleries  with  the  King  this  day. 

3.  Galleries  are  places  of  walk  and  converfe,  as  is  plaia 
from  Ezek.  xli.  15.  When  a  king,  or  great  man,  defigns  to 
be  familiar  with  his  friend,  he  will  take  a  turn  with  him  in 
the  galleries.  So  it  is  in  gofpel-ordinances  that  Chriil  doth 
walk  and  converfe  with  his  people.  Here  it  is  that  he  gives 
them  audience,  allows  them  to  be  free  and  familiar  with  him^ 
draws  by  the  vail,  opmmunicates  the  fecrets  of  his  covenant, 
and  myfleries  of  his  kingdon^,  which  are  hid  from  the  wif<» 
and  prudent  of  the  world. 

4*  Galleries  are  places  of  public  feafting  and  entertainment 
•  of  friends.  So  it  is  in  the  mount  of  gofpel-ordinances  that 
the  Lord  has  provided  for  his  people,  "  a  feaft  of  fat  things, 
a  feaft  of  wines  on  the  lees,  of  fat  things  full  of  marrow,  of 
wines  on  the  lees  well  refined."  Here  it  is  that  Chrift  fays 
to  his  people,  "  Eat,  O  friends,  drink,  yea,  drink  abundantly, 
O  beloved."  Thus  I  have  given  you  fome  account  of  the 
galleries  of  the  King. 

III.  The  third  thing  propofed  was,  to  fpeai  to  the  holding 
of  the  King  in  the  galleries  ;  which  is  what  I  had  principally 
in  view.     And  here  I  will  flxew  what  this  holding  of  Chrift 
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fuppofes  and  implies^  both  on  the  believer's  part  and  on 
Chnft's  part. 

Fir/if  What  does  it  fuppofe  and  imply  on  the  believer's 
'part? 

1.  It  neceffarily  fuppofes  a  meeting  with  Chrift  in  the  gal- 
leries ;  for  no  perfon  can  hold  that  which  thej  never  had. 
You  that  never  knew  what  it  was  to  enjoy  communioti  with 
Chrid  in  his  ordinances,  this  dodrine  is  a  hidden  myftery  to 
you. 

2.  It  fuppofes  an  high  efteem  of  Chrift^  a  love  to,  and  liking^ 
of  his  company.  We  are  at  no  pains  to  hold  thefe  whofe 
company  we  care  not  for  ;  but  when  we  are  pre'ifing  with  a 
friend  to  flay  with  us,  it  fays  that  we  value  his  com- 
pany. Sirs,  there  are  various  opinions  about  Chrift  among 
the  hearers  of  the  gofpel.  The  profane  world,  they  look 
upon  him  as  a  fevere  and  tyrannical  mafler,  and  therefore 
*•  they  will  not  have  this  man  to  reign  over  them  ;  they, fay 
unto  the  Almighty,  Depart  from  us."  Again,  carnal,  luke- 
warm profeflbrs,  **  fee  no  form  nor  comelinefs  in  him,  why 
he  fhould  be  defired :"  and  therefore  they  are  ready  to  fay 
with  the  daughters  of  Jerufalero,  "  What  is  thy  beloved  more 
than  another  beloved  ?"  They  cannot  fee  any  taking  excel- 
lency in  the  King  of  Zion.  -  But  it  is  otherwife  with  the  be- 
liever :  the  glory  and  beauty  of  Chrift  darkens  all  created  ex^  . 
cdlcncy  in  his  eye ;  his  language  is,  "  Whom  have  I  in  hea- 
ven but  thee  ?  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I  defire  be- 
fides  thee.  He  is  the  apple-tree  among  the  trees  of  the  wood, 
the  ftandard  bearer  aipong  ten  thoufand." 

3.  On  the  believer  s  part,  this  holding  of  Chrift  fuppofes  a 
fear  of  lofing  him,  or  of  being  deprived  of  his  con'pany.  llie 
foul  that  has  met  with  Chrift,  is  afraid  of  a  parting.  It  is 
true,  the  believer  has  no  ground  to  fear  the  lofs  of  Ch rift's 
real  and  gracious  prefence ;  for  the  union  between  Chrift  and 
him  is  indifTolvable ;  that  promife  can  never  fail,  **  I  will  fie- 
ver  leave  thee  nor  forfake  thee."  But  as  for  his  fenfible  and 
comfortable  prefence,  they  both  may,  and  frequently  do  lofe 
it ;  the  child  of  light  many  times  walks  in  darknefs.  Now, 
it  is  the  lofs  of  this  prefence  of  Chrift  that  the  foul  fears, 
when  it  is  concerned  to  hold  or  bind  the  King  in  the  galleries. 
Neither  is  this  a  fear  of  defpondency.  but  a  fear  of  adtivity 
and  diligence. 

4.  It  fuppofes  a  feeming  willingnefs  in  Chrift  to  withdraw 
•from  his  people  after  their  fweeteft  enjoyments.  Many  times 
Chrift's  carriage  in  his  dilpenfations  towards  his  people  ft-ems 
to  have  a  language  much  like  that  to  Jacob,  wheu  he  t?ad  \» 
biw^  -Z>/  me^oj  or  like  bis  carriage  towards  tbe  two  i\ic*\^e'5» 
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gwng  to  Emmaus,  he  made  as  if  he  would  leave  their  cotti. 
panj^  and  go  on  in  his  way.  And  his  carriage  fcems  to 
fcave  this  language^  efpeciallj  when  he  challenges  them  for 
lad  entertainment  they  have  formerly  given  him,  when  he 
lets  loofe  the  tenipter  to  buffet  them  after  fignal  mani&fta- 
tions,  or  when  he  tryfts  them  with  fharp  trouUrs  ai.d  afflic 
tions.  In  all  thefe  cafes  he  feems  as  it  were  to  be  turaiiig 
dbout  the  face  of  his  throne  from  them. 

5.  It  implies  a  holy  fi)licitude,  and  eameft  defire  of  foul,  to 
6ave  his  prcfence  continued.  When  Chrift  is  hiding,  there  _ 
is  nothing  the  believer  defires  more  than  his  return :  "  O' 
that  1  knew  where  1  njig:ht  find  him  !"  And  when  they  ha\e 
found  him,  there  is  nothing  they  defire  more  than  to  keep 
kis  company,  or  that  he  would  not  be  any  more  to  them  as  a 
ftraiiger,  or  wayfaring  man.  O  !  fays  the  f  ul,  when  it  gets 
a  meeting  with  the  Lord  Jcifus,  "  A^  bundle  of  myrrh  is  fifty 
well-beloved  unto  me  ;  he  fliall  lie  ail  nip;ht  betwixt  my 
fcreafts,"  Cant.  i.  I3.  As  if  (he  had  faid,  *  If  he  will  flay 
witli  me,  I  will  deny  him  nothing  1  can  afford,  I  will  enter- 
tain him  with  the  higheft  evidences  of  cordial  jtffedion.' 

6.  It  implies  an  ardent  breathing  of  foul  after  more  and 
fhore  nearnefs  to  Chrift,  and  further  difcoverics  of  him. 
There  is  not  fuch  a  high  difcovery  of  Chrift  attainable  in  this 
life,  but  there  is  ay  a  ftt* n  beyond  it.  The  believer  wo&ld 
always  have  more  of  Chrilt,  Cai  t.  ii.  5.  The  fpoufe  there 
is  brought  into  the  banqueting-houfe,  and  allowed  to  feaft 
and  feed  liberally  upon  the  Redeemer's  love,  and  to  fit  down 
under  his  difplayed  banner  ;  and  yet  at  that  very  inftant  &t 
cricfs  out,  **  Stay  me  with  flaggor.s,  comfort  mc  with  apples  ^ 
for  I  am  fick  of  love."  As  if  flic  had  faid,  *  Let  me  lie  down 
among  thefe  comforts  ;  let  me  roll  myfelf  perpetually  among 
the  bleflcd  apples  of  the  tree  of  life.'  They  who  have  got  fd 
much  of  Chrift  as  to  be  ftaled  of  his  company,  they  never 
knew  what  his  prefence  was. 

7.  It  implies  a  firm  refolution  not  to  part  with  his  com- 
pany :  **  I  lield  him  (fays  the  fpoufe^,  and  wculd  not  let  him 
go,*'  Song  iii.  4.  The  like  we  fee  in  Jacob,  "  I  will  not  let 
thee  go,  except  thou  bkfs  me  ;"  that  is,  1  am  refolvcd,  that 
thou  and  I  fhali  not  part,  coft  what  it  will. 

8.  It  implies  a  cleaving  or  adhering  to  Chrift  with  the 
whole  ftrength  and  vigour  of  the  foul. 

^uefi.  How,  or  wherein  does  the  foul  put  forth  its  ftrength 
in  cleaving  to  Chrift  ?  I  anfwcr,  it  does  it  by  thefe  three  cfpe- 
cially. 

I/?,  By  the  lively  exercife  of  faith.  Hence  faith  is  called  an 
apprehending  of  Chrift,  and  a  cleaving  to  him,  as  Barnabas 

exhorts 
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fzhorts  the  Chriftians  >t  Antioch  to  "  cleave  unto  tha  Lord 
with  full  pu«pofe  of  heart."  The  poor  foul  fays  to  Chrift  in, 
this  cafe,  as  Ruth  did  to  Naomi,  "  Intreat  me  uot  tp  leave; 
thee,  or  to  return  from  following  after  thee :  for  whether 
thou  goeft,  I  will  go  ;  and  where  thou  lodgeft,  I  will  lodge : 
<hy  people  fhall  be  my  people,  and  thy  God  my  God."  An 
iuftance  of  this  cleaving  to  Chrift  we  have  in  tlie  Canaanififti 
woman ;  £be,  as  it  were,  clafps  about  him,  and  will  by  no 
means  quit  her  hold,  notwithftandirig  all  repulfes. 

idly^  The  foul  binds  or  holds  Chriil  in  the  galleries  by 
finceire  and  ardent  love.  Love  is  a  very  uuiting  afiedion ;  by 
this  oae  foul  cleaves  to  another.  As  Siiechem  s  foul  did 
cleave  to  Dinah,  and  Jonathan's  to  David  ;  f o  .  by  love  the 
foul  cleaves  to  Chrift :  and  this  is  a  cqrd  that  cannot  be  Qalily 
broken ;  Cant.  viii.  7.  "  Many  waters  cannot  quench  Iqve^ 
neither  can  the  floods  drown  it :  if  a  man  would  give  all  the 
fubftance  of  his  houfe  for  love,  it  would  utterly  be  cgntemn^ 
cd."  See  for  this  alfo,  Rom.  viii.  35.  "  Who  fliall  feparate 
us  from  the  love  of  Chrift  ?"  8tc. 

3^-^f  The  foul  cleaves  to  Chrift  by  fervent  and  ardent 
prayer.  Jacob  he  held  the  Angel  of  the  covenant,  and  would 
»ot  let  him  go:  Hof.  xii.  3.  4.  "  By  his  ftrengtu  he  had 
power  with  God :  yea,  he  had  power  over  the  angel,  and  pre* 
Tailed :  for  he  wept  and  made  fupplication  unto  him.  The 
effedual  fervent  prayer  of  the  righteous  man"  has  a  ftrange 
prevalence  with  Chrift  j  it  offers  a  holy  kind  of  violence  to 
him  ;  and  fo  binds  him  in  the  galleries  that  he  cannQt  departt 
Thus  you  fee  what  it  implies  on  the  believer's  part» 

Secondly^  What  does  it  imply  on  Chrift's  part,  7bc  King 
is  held  in  the  galleries  ? 

1.  It  implies  amazing  grace  and  condefcendency  toward 
the  work  of  his  own  hands :  **  He  humbles  himfelf,  even 
wh^n  he  beholds  the  things  that  are  in  heaven  j"  much  more 
when  he  bows  the  heavens,  and  walks  with  his  p^ple  in  the 
galleries  of  ordinances  ;  and  yet  more  when- he  is  held  by 
them  in  the  galleries.  This  i$  fuch  ftrange  eoiiddiceniion, 
that  Solomon,  the  greateft  of  kiigs,  and  the  wifeft  of  men,  he 
wondered  at  it ;  and  wife  men  do  not  wonder  at  trifles  : 
*'  Will  God  (faith  he)  in  very  deed  dwell  with  men.  on  the 
ea-rth?" 

2.  It  implies  Chrift's  great  delight  in  the  foci«?tjr  of  his 
people.  He  loves  to  be  among  them  ;  where  two  or  thre^ 
of  them  are  met  in  his  name,  he  will  be  in  the  midft  of  them  : 
"  He  rejoiced  (from  all  eternity)  in  the  habitable  part  of  the 
earth,  and  hit  delights  were  with  the  fons  of  men,"  Prov. 
viii.  31. 

Vol.  L  L  V  ^^ 
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3.  It  implies,  that  there  are  certain  cords  which  have  ^ 
conltraining  power  to  ftay  him  in  his  peoples  company  :  and 
fare  they  muft  be  ilrong  cords  indeed  wherewith  Omnipo- 
tericy  is  bound.     I  mention  two  or  three. 

xjij  He  is  bound  by  the  cord  of  his  owii  faithful?  efs,  which 
he  has  laid  in  pawn  in  the  promife.  He  h«s  promifed,  "  I 
will  never  leave  thee  nor  forfake  thee  ;"  and  he  will  not 
deny  his  word,  "  his  covenant  he  will  not  break.'*  This 
was  the  prevailing  argument  wherewith  Mofes  detained  him 
in  the  camp  of  Ifrael,  when  he  was  threatening  utterly  to 
confume  that  wicked  people,  Exod.  xxxii.  10.  13.  "  Let  me 
alone,  (faith  the  Lord  to  Mofes),  that  1  may  co  fume 
them.  Remember  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Ifrael,  thy  fer- 
vants,  to  whom  thou  fwareft  by  thine  own  felf,  and  faidft 
unto  t^iem,  I  will  multiply  your  feed  as  the  ftars  of  hea- 
ven.** He  binds  him  with  his  own  covenant,  ratified  with 
the  folemnity  of  an  oath. 

^dly,  He  is  bound  in  the  galleries  by  the  cord  of  his  own 
love.  As  a  compaflionate  mother  cannot  leave  her  child, 
when  it  cleaveth  to  her,  and  clafps  about  her :  fo  Chrift's 
compajQSonate  heart  will  not  let  him  leave  his  people  ;  his 
love  to  them  furpafles  the  love  of  the  moft  compaffionate  mo- 
ther or  tender-hearted  parent :  **  Can  a  woman  forget  her 
fucking  child,  that  fhe  fhould  not  have  compaflion  on  the 
fon  of  her  wotpb  ?  yea,  they  may  forget,  yet  will  I  not 
forget  thee.  Behold,  I  have  graven  thee  upon  the  palms 
of  my  hands,  thy  walls  are  continually  before  me,**  If.  xlix. 
15.  16. 

3^/y,  He  is  bound  to  them  by  the  bond  of  marriage :  "  Thy 
Maker  is  thine  hufband,  the  Lord  of  hofts  is  his  name  :  he 
has  betrothed  them  to  himfelf  in  righteoufnefs,  judgement, 
loving  kindnefs,  and  mercies  ;  and  he  rejoiceth  over  them, 
as  the  bridegroom  rejoiceth  over  the'  bride :"  and  becaufc 
of  this  he  will  not,  he  cannot  leave  them. 

IV.  Tht  fourth  thing  was,  the  application  of  the  do6lnne: 
and  the  Jirji  ufe  is  of  information.  Is  it  fo  that  Zion's  King 
is  fometimes  held  in  the  galleries  of  gofpel-ordinances  ? 
Then,  '  ^  ^ 

I.  See  hence  the  happinefs  and  dignity  of  the  faints  of  God 
beyond  the  reft  of  the  world.  W^  reckon  that  perfon  highly 
honoured,  who  is  admitted  to  the  King's  prefence-ch amber, 
and  to  walk  with  him  in  his  galleries.  "  This  honour  have 
all  the  faints,"  either  in  a  greater  or  lefler  degree :  <*  Tru- 
ly our  fellowlhip  is  with  the  Father,  and  with  his  Son  Je- 
Ills  Chrift."  And  therefore  I  may  infer,  that  they  are 
2  the 
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the  excellent  ones  in  the  earth,  and  more  excellent  than 
their  neighbour.  Since  thou  VJdSi  precious  in  mj  fight, 
thou  haft  been  honourable." 

2.  See  hence  why  the  faints  put  fuch  a  value  and  eftimate 
on  gofpel-ordiuances.  David  every  where  declares  his  ef- 
teem  of  them  ;  "  I  have  loved  the  habitation  of  thy  houfe, 
and  the  place  where  thine  honour  dwcUeth.  He  would 
rather  be  a  door-keeper  in  the  houfe  of  his  God,  than  dwell 
in  the  tei.ts  of  fin."  Why,  what  is  the  matter?  The  plain 
matter  is  this,  they  are  the  galleries  where  Zion's  King  doth 
walk,  and  manifeft  his  glory  unto  his  fubjtjfts :  Pfal.  xxvii. 
4.  "  One  thing  have  I  defired  of  the  Lord,  that  will  1  feek  af- 
ter, that  I  may  dwell  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  all  the  days 
of  my  life,  to  behold  the  beauty  of  the  Lord."  I  pafs  other 
ufes,  and  go  on  to  a 

Second  ufe  of  this  doftrine,  and  that  is  by  way  of  trial  and 
examination.  My  friends,  you  have  been  in  the  galleries  of 
the  King  of  Zion  ;  but  that  is  not  enough  :  and  therefore  let 
me  alk,  Have  you  been  in  the  galleries  with  the  King  ?  and 
have  you  been  holding  the  King  in  the  galleries  ?  There  are 
many  poor  ignorant  creatures,  who,  if  they  get  a  token,  and 
win  to  a  communion-table,  think  all  is  right  and  clear  be- 
tween God  and  them  j  like  the  whpre,  Prov.  vii.  14.  "  Peace- 
offerings  are  with  me  j  this  day  have  I  paid*  my  vows."  But^ 
Oh,  Sirs,  remember  folk  may  win  in  to  the  ourer  galleries  of 
ordinances,  and  never  win  in  to  the  inner  gallery  of  commu- 
nion with  the  Lord  Jefus.  For  your  trial  as  to  this  matter^ 
I  fliall  only  propofe  a  few  queftions  to  you. 

^ejl.  I.  What  did  you  hear  in  the  galleries?  what  faid 
the  King  unto  you  ?  For,  as  I  told  you,  the  galleries  of  ordi- 
nances are  the  place  of  audience,  where  the  King  of  Zion  con- 
verfes  with  his  people.  And  readily,  if  he  hath  fpoken  with 
you,  you  will  remember  what  he  faid ;  for  he  ^*  fpeaks  as 
never  man  fpake,  he  has  the  tongue  of  the  learned,  and  his 
words  are  as  goads,  and  as  nails  fattened  in  afure  place."  Ihe 
fpcufe,  we  find,  flie  had  been  in  the  chamber  of  prefence,  and 
in  the  banqueting-houfe  5  flie  tells  that  the  Kiiig  fpake  with 
her,  and  flie  remembers  what  he  faid^  Cant.  ii.  10.  "  My  be- 
loved fpake,  and  faid  unto  me.  Rife  up,  my  love,  my  fair  one, 
and  come  away."  So  then,  did  the  King  fpeak  with  you  in 
the  galleries  ?  did  he  fpeak  a  word  of  conviction,  or  a  wotd  of 
comfort,  a  word  of  peace,  or  a  word  of  confolation  ?  or  what- 
ever it  be.  ^lejl.  How  fliall  I  knov^  that  it  was  his  voice^ 
and  not  the  voice  of  a  flranger  ?  Anfvo.  The  fiieep  of  Chrift, 
they  have  a  natural  inflinft  whereby  they  know  his  voice  ; 
it  has  a  different  found  from  the  voice 'of  a  ftranger  \   and  if 
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you  be  the  flieep  of  Chrift,  you  will  know  it  better -dite 'I' 
can  tell  you  it  by  words.  When  he  fpeaks,  he  makes  thfe 
heart  to  burn  ;  and  you  will  be  ready  to  fay  with  the  diici^ 
pies,  **  Did  not  our  heart  bum  within  us,  while  he  'talked 
with  us**  in  the  galleries  ?  His  words  have  kindled  a  flame  t»f 
lot'e  that  many  waters  cannot  quench ;  a  ilame  of  zeal  ibt 
his  glory ;  a  flame  of  holy  joy,  fo  that  you  wiH  be  ready  to 
fay  with  t)avid, ' "  God  hath  fpoken  in  his  holinefs,  I  wiH 
rejoice.".  When  he  fpeaks,  he  makes  the  foul  to  fpeak,  wfaofe 
tips  were  formerly  clofed ;  for  his  voice  **  makes  the  lips 
of  thofe  that  are  afleep,  to  fpeak.'*  If  he  has  faid,  "  Seek  ye 
my  face ;"  your  fouls  have  echoed,  "  Thy  face.  Lord,  will 
I  feek."  If  he  has  faid,  «  Come  ;*'  thy  foul  has  anfwered, 
**  Behold,  I  come  unto  thee,  for  thou  art  the  Lord  my  God.'* 
If  he  has  fpoken  peace  to  you  this  day  in  the  galleries,  you 
will  be  concerned  not  to  return  again  unto  folly ;  you  have 
been  mkde  to  fay  with  Ephraim,  "  What  have  I  to  do  any 
more  with  idols?"' 

^uejl  i.  I  afk.  What  did  you  fee  in  the  galleries  ?  Many 
fights  are  to  be  feen  in  the  galleries  of  ordinances,  and  parti- 
cularly in  that  of  the  Lord's  fupper.  Here  the  Lamb  of  God  is 
to  be  feen,  "  V^hicii  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the  world  ;'*  and 
in  a  crucified  Chrift,  who  is  evidently  fet  forth  in  that  ordi- 
nance, all  the  divine  attributes  and  perfe6lions  fliine  with  a 
greater  luftre,  than  in  the  laree  volume  of  the  creation.  IJere 
we  might  fee  the  feemingly  different  claims  of  mercy  and  juf- 
tice,  with  refpeft  unto  fallen  man,  fweetly  reconciled :  the 
healing  overture  is,  that  the  furety  fliall  die  in  the  room  of 
the  finner ;  and  thus  juftice  fliall  be  fatisfied,  and  mercy  for 
ever  magnified.  Here  you  might  fee  the  holinefs  and  equity 
of  God's  nature  fparkling  in  flames  of  wrath  againft  him  who 
was  made  fin  for  you ;  the  fword  awakened,  even  againfl.  the 
man  that  is  God's  fellow,  wounds  and  bruifes  him  for  your 
iniquities.  There  you  might  fee  the  power  of  God  fpoiling 
principalities  and  powers,  fliaking  the  foundation  of  the  de- 
vil's kingdom,  and  laying  the  foundation  of  a-  happy  eternity 
for  an  eleft  world,  in  the  death  and  blood  of  the  eternal  Son. 
In  this  ordinance  you  might  have  feen  him  writing  his  love 
in  charafterg  of  blood  ;  love  which  hath  neither  brim,  bottom, 
nor  boundaries.  Here  he  was  to  be  feen  as  the  **  Amen,  the 
faithful  and  true  witnefs,"  girt  with  the  golden  girdle  of  faith- 
fulnefs,  fealing  the  covenant,  and  confirming,  it  with  many. 
Now,  I  fay,  have  you  feen  any  thing  of  this  ?  Are  you  fay- 
ing, **  We  beheld  his  glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only  begot- 
ten of  the  Father  ?  Did  any  of  thefe  divine  rays  of  Zion's 
King  break  forth  upon  your  foul  ?    If  fo,  then  I  am  fure  it 
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lias  had  fomething  of  a  transforming  efficacj  with  it ;  ao 
cording  to  what  we  have,  2  Cor.  iii.  18.  **  All  we  with  open 
face,  beholding  as  in  a  glafs  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  are  chan- 
ged into  the  fame  iroage,  from  glory  to  glory,  even  as  by  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord.*'  Jacob's  cattle,  you  4cnow,  by  the  very 
working  of  fancy  in  the  conception,  by  beholding  the  pilled 
rods,  brought  forth  their  young  fpeckled  and  fpotted.  NoW^ 
if  fancy  could  work  fuch  a  reiemblance^  what  muil  the  eye 
of  faith  do,  when  it  beholds  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of 
Chrift,  who  is  **  the  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon  ?*'  John  i.  14. 
16.  **  The  word  was  made  fleflj,  and  we  beheld  his  glory,  the 
glory  as  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father,  full  of  grace  atid 
truth.  And  of  his  fulnefs  have  all  we  received,  and  grace 
for  grace."  It  is  remarkable,  that  by  beholding  his  glory,  wc 
reqeive  grace  for  grace.  As  the  wax  receives  letter  for  letter 
from  the  feal,  or  as  the  child  receives  limb  for  limb  from  the 
parent ;  fo,  by  beholding  ChriH,  we  receive  grace  for  grace 
from  him :  fo  as  there  is  never  a  grace  in  Chrifl,  when  it  is 
Teen  by  faith,  but  it  works  fomething  of  a  parallel  grace  on 
the  foul.  So  then,  try  yourfelves  by  this,  and  you  may  know 
^vhether  you  have  been  indeed  in  the  galleries  with  the 
King. 

^ejl.  3.  I  aflc.  What  have  you  tafted  in  the  galleries? 
Tor,  as  you  heard,  galleries  are  for  feafting  and  entertainment  of 
friends.  Now,  did  the  King  fay  to  you,  or  is  he  yet  faying  it, 
'*  Eat,  O  friends,  drink,  yea,  drink  abundantly,  O  beloved?" 
Did  he  make  you  to  eat  of  the  fatnefs  of  his  houfe,  and  to 
drink  of  the  rivers  of  his  pleafures  ?  "  If  fo  be  ye  have 
tafted  that  the  Lord  is  gracious,"  then  I  am  fure  you  will,  **  as 
new-born  babes,  defire  and  thirft  after  the  fincere  milk  of  the 
word :"  you  will  be  faying,  **  Stay  me  with  flagons,  comfort 
me  with'  apples  j"  let  me  have  more  and  more  of  this  delici- 
ous fare.  If  you  have  been  feafted  with  the  King  in  the  gal- 
leries, the  world,  and  all  the  pleafures  of  it,  will  be  as  no- 
thing in  your  eye,  in  comparifon  of  Chrift  and  the  intima- 
tions of  his  love.  O,  Says  David,  when  his  foul  was  fatis- 
fied  as  with  marrow  and  fatnefs,  "  Thy  loving  kindnefs  is 
tetter  than  life,'  and  all  the  comforts  of  life  \  they  are  but 
dung  and  lofs  when  laid  in  the  balance  with  him.  If  you 
have  been  feafting  in  the  galleries,  you  will  be  delirous  that 
others  may  fliare  of  the  meal  you  have  gotten  ;  and,  with 
David,  be  ready  to  fay,  "  O  talle  and  fee  that  God  is  good." 
You  will  proclaim  the  praifes  of  his  goodnefs,  as  you  iiave 
occafion,  to  them  that  fear  him  :  "  Come  and  hear,  all  ye 
that  fear  God,  and  1  will  declare  what  he  hath  done  for  my 
foul."    And  readily  it  will  be  the  defire  of  your  foul  to  abide 
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in  his  prefence,  and  to  dwell,  as  it  were,  in  the  galleries,  of 
ordinances.  O  "  it  is  g')od  for  us  to  be  here  !  let  us  build 
tabernacles  here,*'  faid  Peter,  on  the  mount  of  transfigura- 
tion. That  will  be  the  language  of  thy  foul,  Pfal.  xxvii.  4 
*'  One  thing  have  1  defired  of  the  Lord,  that  will  I  feek  after, 
that  I  may  dwell  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  all  the  days  of  my 
life,  to  behold  the  beauty  of  the  Lord,  and  to  inquire  in  liis 
temple/'     So  much  for  an  ufe  of  trial. 

Ufe  third  may  be  in  a  fliort  word  diredlcd  to  two  or  thre^ 
forts,  of  perfons.  i.  To  you  who  know  nothing  of  this  doc- 
trine, never  met  with  the  King  in  the  galleries.  2.  Tp  you 
who  have  had  a  comfortable  meeting  with  him.  3.  To  thefe 
who  perhaps  are  complaining,  "  I  fought  him,  but  I  found 
him  not." 

Firftf  To  you  who  never  yet  knew  what  it  was  to  have  a 
meeting  with  Zion*s  King  in  the  galleries  of  gofpel-ordinan- 
ces ;  and  perhaps,  Gallio  like,  you  care  for  none  of  Uiefe 
things.     To  you  I  fhall  only  fay, 

1.  Your  condition  is  truly  lad  and  lamentable,  beyond  ex- 
preffion  or  imagination.  You  are  *^  aliens  to  IfraePs  com- 
monwealth, ftrangers  to  the  covenant  of  promife,  without 
Crod,  without  Chrift,  and  without  hope  in  the  world  Yoi^. 
are  in  the  gall  of  bitternefs,  and  in  the  bond  of  iniquity  ;^ 
under  the  curfe  of  God,  and  condemnation  of  the  law,  and  ab- 
folute  power  of  Satan,  who  rules  in  the  children  of  difobedi- 
ence.  You  are  lying  within  the  fea-mark  of  God's  wr^th  • 
and  if  you  die  in  th<s  condition,  you  will  drink  the  dregs  of 
the  cup  of  his  indignation  through  all  eternity. 

2.  If  you  have  in  this  cafe  adventured  to  the  galleries  of 
a  communion-table,  you  have  run  a  very  dreadful  rilk.  You 
have  adventured  to  the  King's  prefence  without  his  warrant, 
and  without  the  wedding-garment  of  imputed  rigliteoufnefs, 
or  of  inherent  holinefs ;  and  therefore  have  run  the  rilk  of 
being  bound,  hand  and  foot,  and  call  into  outer  darknefs  :  you 
have  been  **  eating  and  drinking  judgment"  to  your  own 
fouls,  and  are  **  guilty  of  the  body  and  blood  of  the  Lord." 
And  therefore, 

3.  For  the  Lord's  fake,  let  me  befeech  you  to  repent  of 
your  wickcdnefs.  Flee  out  of  your  loft  aiid  miferable  condi- 
tion, flee  to  the  horns  of  the  altar.  We  declare  to  you,  that 
there  is  yet-hope  in  Ifrael  concerning  you.  "  Let  the  wicked 
forfake  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts ;  and 
letO^im  return  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  will  have  mercy  upon 
him,  and  to  our  God,  for  he  will  abundantly  pardon,"  If. 
Iv,  7. 

Secondly f  A  fecond  fort  of  perfons  are  thefe  who  have  this 
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^7  had  a  meeting  with  Zion's  King  in  the  galleries  of  ordi- 
nances. I  ihall  only  offer' a  word  of  exhortation  to  70U,  and 
of  advice* 

i. .  A  word  of  exhortation.  Have  you  met  with  the  King 
in  the  galleries  ?  O  then  be  exhorted  to  hold  him^  and  bind 
him  in  the  galleries  ;  take  him  with  you  from  the  more  open 
and  folemn  galleries  of  public  ordinances,  unto  the  more  pri- 
vate and  fecret  galleries  ot  prayer,  meditation,  conference,  and 
the  like :  follow  the  fpoufe's  praftice  when  fhe  found  him ; 
**  fhe  held  him,  and  would  not  let  him  go,  until  fhe  had 
brought  him  into  her  mother's  houfe,  and  into  the  chamber 
of  her  that  conceived  her."  To  engage  you  to  hold  him, 
take  thefe  motives. 

Mot,  I.  Confider  Kis  invaluable  worth  and  excellency: 
The  tongues  of  angels,  let  be  of  men,  do  but  falter  and  ftam- 
iner  when  they  fpeak  of  him.  H^s  worth  is  baft  known  by 
the  character  he  gives  of  himfelf  m  his  word.  View  him  ab- 
folutely  in  himfelf;  he  is  "  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father, 
the  mighty  God,  the  Prince  of  p.  ace."  View  him  compara- 
tively;  he  is  "  fairer  than  the  children  of  men,  as  the  apple- 
tree  among  the  trees  of  the  wood ;  the  flandarid-bearer  among 
ten  thoufand.  View  him  relatively ;  he  is  thy  Head^  thy 
Hujhandy  thj^  Friend^  thy  Father y  thy  elder  Brother ^  thy  Sure-- 
tyy  Shepherdy  and  Redeemer  ;  and,  in  a  word,  he  is  all  and  in 
all*    And  fhould  not  this  make  you  to  hold  him  ? 

Mot.  2.  Confider,  that  thy  bappinefs,  believer,  lies  in  the 
enjoyment  of  him.  What  is  it,  do  ye  think,  Sirs,  that  con- 
ftitutes  the  happiiiefs  of  heaven  through  eternity?  It  is, 
Chrifl's  prefence,  a  Mediator,  the  King  of  Zion,  manifeftirig 
his  heart-Charming  beauty  unto  faints  and  angels  through 
eternity.  And  what  is  it  that  raifes  the  poor  foul  to  tl\e  very 
fuburbs  of  glory  wliile  in  the  wildernefs?  It  is  Chrifl  mani-' 
fefiing  himfelf  in  a  fenfible  way  to  the  foul :  O  this,  this  is  it 
that  fills  the  foul  with  "  joy  unfpeakable,  and  full  of  glory  !" 
The  advanta;^es  that  do  attend  his  prefence  with  the  foul  arc 
great  and  glorious.  A  cabinet  of  counfel  attends  his  prefence : 
he  brings  light  with  him  ;  and  no  wonder,  for  he  is  **  the  Sun 
of  righteoufnefs  :**  the  vail  and  face  of  the  covering  is  rent 
Wiien  Chrift  comes,  and  darknefs  is  turned  into  light.  His 
prefence  has  a  mighty  influence  upon  the  believer's  work  in 
the  wildernefs ;  the  believer  then  "  rides  upon  the  high  pla- 
ces of  Jacob  ;"  he  runs  fwiftly  **  like  the  chariots  of" A,mmi- 
nadib."  His  prefence  infpires  with  courage  and  flrength^  it 
makes  *'  the  feeble  foul  as  David,  and  David  as  the  angel ^f 
God  ;  it  gives  power  to  the  faint,  and  increafes  flrength  tQ 
them  that  have  no  rinight."     The  fjldier  -fights  withcour^i^^ 
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when  his  captain  15  at  hand.  The  poor  believer  is  not  afraid 
to  encounter  the  king  of  terrors  himfelf,  when  he  is  holding 
Chrift  ill  the  arms  ol  faith  :  Pfal.  xxiii.  4.  "  Yea,  though  J 
walk  through  the  vallej  of  the  ihadow  of  deatli,  1  will  fear 
no  evil :  for  thou  art  with  me,  thj  rod  aiid  thy  &aS  thej 
co/nfort  me.''     So  let  this  encourage  you  to  hold  him. 

Mot,  3.  Confider  at  what  a  dear  rate  this  privilege  was 
purchttfed  for  thee-  Before  Chriil  could  pay  tliy  foul  a  vifit 
in  the  galleries,  he  behoved  to  fwim  a  river  and  ocean  of 
blood,  to  tr  ad  the  wine-prefs  of  his  Father's  wrath.  Jufticc 
bad  rolled  infuperable  mountains  in  his  way,  and  thefe  moun* 
tains  h^  mull  pals,  and  make  as  a  plain,  before  he  coul4 
ihew  himfelf  in  the  galleries  to  thy  foul.  Does  not  thia 
oblige  you  to  entertain  him,  aiid  give  him  welcome  when 
come? 

Mot.  4.  If  you  quit  your  holds  of  him,  and  fuffer  him  tp 
dep<irr,  it  may  coil  you  very  dear  before  you  get  another 
meeting  with  him.  It  is  true,'  ^*  his  kind..efs  fhall  never  de- 
part irom  thee,  the  covenant  of  his  peace  fhall  never  be  re- 
moved.*' His  gracious  prefence  can  never  be  loft ;  but  hie 
quickening,  comforting,  ftreiigthening,  and  upholding  prefeoce 
may  be  loft :  and  even  this  may  be  of  very  dreadful  coiif6- 
quence.  As  his  prefence  is  a  heaven  upon  earth,  fo  fome- 
times  a  hell  upon  earth  follows  his  abfence.  Job,  through 
his  hiding,  is  made  to  "  go  mourning  without  the  fun ;"  yesj, 
to  fuel)  a  pal's  is  he  brought,  through  trie  frowns  of  God's  coun« 
tenance,  that  he  is  11  ade  tu  cry,  .**  The  arrows  of  the  Air 
mighty  are  within  me,  the  poifon  whereof  drinketh  up  my 
fpirit :  the  terrors  of  God  do  fet  themlelves  in  array  againil 
me."  And  fee  what  a  pafs  Heman  is  brought  to  under  de- 
fertion,  Pfal.Jxxxviii.  6,  7  "  Thou  haft  laid  me  in  theloweft 
pit,  in  daiknefs,  in  tt^.e  deeps.  Thy  wrath  lieth  hard  upon 
me ;  and  thou  haft  afflided  me  with  all  thy  waves."  And 
again,  ver.  15.  **  While  I  fuffer  thy  terrors  I  am  diftraAed." 
Let  all  thefe  conftderatioiis,  and  ma.iy  others  I  might  na.iie^ 
quicken  your  diligence  in  holding  the  King  in  the  galleries. 

2.  I  come  to  offer  you  a  few  advices,  in  order  to  your 
holding  the  King  in  the  galleries,  and  maintaining  his  pre* 
fence  with  you. 

ly?.  See  that  you  keep  his  lodging  clean,  and  beware  of 
every  thing  that  n  ay  provoke  him  to  withdraw.  Tlii^  was 
the  pra&ice  of  the  fpoufe  after  flie  had  obtained  a  meeting 
with  Chrift,  Cant.  iii.  5  "  I  charge  yoU,  O  ye  daughters  of 
Jerufalem,  by  the  roes,  and  by  the  hinds  of  the  field,  that  ye 
ftir  not  up,  nor  awake  my  love,  till  he  pleafe."  Particularly, 
there  are  two  or  three  evils  that  you  would  carefully  guard 

againft 
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Ugaihft.  Beware  of  fecarlty.  If  you  were  paying  a  vifit  to 
your  relation,  you  woiild  think  him  tired  of  your  company, 
if  h(B  would  fall  afleep  befide  you.  Has  Chrift  paid  a  vifit  to 
thy.  foul,  and  wilt  thou  fall  afleep  in  his  very  prefence 
and  jcompany  ?  This  is  Very  provoking  to  the  Lord  Jefus.  , 
Cant.  V.  3.  the  fpoufe  there  entertains  Chrift's  vifit  with 
flotb  ;  *'  I  have  put  off  my  coat,  how  fliall  I  put  it  on  ?  I  have 
waflied  my  feet,  how  ihall  I  defile  them  ?"  But  what  comes 
of  it  ?  Chrift  withdrew,  ver.  6.  **  I  opened  to  my  beloved, 
but  my  beloved  had  withdrawn  himfelf,  and  was  gone:  I 
fought  him,  but  I  could  not  find  him  ;  I  called  him,  but  he 
gave  me  no  anfwer."  Beware  of  turning  proud  of  your  at- 
tainments. Pride  of  gifts,  pride  of  grace,  pride  of  attainments, 
is  what  Chrift  cannot  away  with :  he  "  gives  grace  to  the 
bumble,  but  he  refifteth  the  proud,  and  beholdeth  theni  afar 
off."  Beware  of  worldly-mindednefs,  or  fuffering  your  hearts 
to  go  out  immoderately  after  the  things  of  time ;  for  this  is 
difpleafing  td  the  Lord,  and  intercepts  the  light  of  his  counte- 
nance:  If.  Ivii.  17.  **  For  the  iniquity  of  his  covetoufnefs 
was  I  D^toth,  and  fmote  him :  I  hid  me  and  was  wroth.  The 
friendfliip  of  this  world  is  enmity  with  God."  Bfeware  of 
unbelief,  the  root  of  all  other  evils,  and  particularly  the  root 
and  fource  of  diftance  and  eftrangement  between  Chrift  and 
the  foul ;  for  •*  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief  caufes  to  depart  from 
the  living  God."  In  a  word,  keep  a  ftrift  watch  and  guard 
againft  every  thing  that  may  defile  the  lodging  of  Chrift  ia 
thy  fouL  Under  the  law,  God  appointed  porters  to  keep 
watch  at  the  doors  of  the  temple,  that  nothing  might  enter 
ia  to  defile  that  houfe  which  was  the  dwelling-place  of  his 
name.  Thy  foul  and  body  is  the  temple  wherein  Chrift 
dwells  by  his  holy  Spirit :  and  therefore  guard  againft  every 
thing  that  may  defile  it,  and  provoke  him  to  depart;  for  "  if 
any  man  defile  the  temple  of  God,  him  fhall  God  deftroy ;  for 
the  temple  of  God  is  holy,  which  temple  ye  are,"  i  Cor.  iii. 

%dlyf  If  you  would  hold  the  King  in  the  galleries,  it  is  ne- 
cefiary  that  grace  be  kept  in  a  lively  exercife ;  for  thefe  are 
the  fpikenard  and  fpices  that  fend  forth  a  pleafant  fmell  in  his 
noftrils.  Let  faith  be  kept  in  exercife ;  let  this  eye  be  conti- 
nually on  him :  he  is  exceedingly  taken  with  the  looks  of 
faith :  Cant.  iv.  9.  "  Thou  haft  raviflied  my  heart,  my  fifter, 
my  fpoufe ;  thou-  haft  raviOied  my  heart  with  one  of  thine 
eyes,  with  one  chain  of  thy  neck."  Keep  the  fire  of  love 
burning  upon  the  altar  of  thy  heart ;  for  Chrift  loves  to  dwell 
in  a  warm  heart :  i  John  iv.  16.  "  He  that  dwelleth  in  love 
dwelleth  in  God^  and  God-  in  him»"     Maintain  a  holy  an 
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evangelical  t^bdernefs  and  melting  of  heart  for  fin  ;  for  "  the 
Lord  is  nigli  unto  them  that  are  of  a  broken  heart,  and  faveth 
fuch  as  be  of  a  contrite  fpirit."  And  let  hope  be  kept  up  in 
oppofition  to  a  finking  defpo;idencj.  Chrift  does  not  love  to 
fee  his  friends  drooping  in  his  company :  No,  no ;  **  he  takes 
pleafure  in  them  that  fear  him,  in  thofe  that  hope  in  his  mer- 

^dly^  If  you  would  have  Chrift  ftaying  with  you  in  the 
galleries,  you  muft  put  much  work,  in  his  hand  ;  for  Chrift 
.  does  not  love  to  ftay  where  he  gets  no  employment.  Haft 
thou  any  ftrong  corruption  to  be  fubdued  ?  Tell  him  of  it  ; 
for  this  is  one  part  of  his  work,  to  fubdue  the  iniquities  of 
his  people,  Hatt  thou  no  fin  to  be  pardoned,  the  guilt  where- 
of has  many  times  ftared  thee  in  the  face  ?  Tell  him  of  it ; 
for  "  his  name  is  Jefus,  becaufe  he  faves  his  people  from 
their  fins."  Haft  thou  no  want  to  be  fupplied  ?  Tell  him  of 
it ;  for  there  is  all  fulnefs  in  him,  fulnefs  of  merit  and  Spirit, 
fulnefs  of  grace  and  truth  :  he  has  a  liberal  heart,  and  he  de- 
vifes  liberal  tJiings.  Haft  thou  no  doubts  or  difficulties  to  be 
refolved :  Tell  him  your  doubts ;  for  he  is  "  an  Interpreter 
among  a  thoufand."  Employ  him  not  only  for  yourfelvcs, 
but  for  others.  Employ  him  for  your  mother-church  ;  in- 
treat  him  to  come  unto  your  mother's  houfe,  and  to  the  cham- 
bers of  her  that  conceived  you  ;  that  he  would  break  thefe 
heavy  yokes  that  are  wreathed  about  her  neck  at  this  day  5 
that  he  may  build  up  the  walls  of  his  Jerufalem,  make  her  a 
peaceable  habitation,  and  the  praife  of  the  whole  earth  ;  that 
he  may  take  the  foxes,  the  little  foxes,  that  fpoil  the  vines,  I 
xnean,  fuch  teachers  and  preachers  as  are  troubling  the  peace 
of  the  church,  and  obftru6ling  the  progrefs  of  the  gofpel, 
with  their  new-fangled  opinions.     But  I  muft  not  infift. 

"thirdly y  A  third  fort  of  perfons  I  propofed  to  fpeak  to, 
were  thefe  who  are  perhaps  complaining,  that  they  have  been 
attending  in  the  galleries  of  ordinances,  and  particularly  at  a 
communion-table  ;  yet  they  cannot  fay,  dare  not  fay,  that 
they  were  privileged  to  fee  the  King's  face.  Alas  !  may  feme 
poor  foul  be  faying,  I  thought  to  have  got  a  meeting  with 
ZIon's  King,  btit  hitherto  1  have  mifled  my  errand  :  "  The 
Comforter  that  fliould  relieve  my  foul,  is  far  from  me ;  and  I, 
whether  ftiall  I  go  ?"  Anfw.  1  ftiall  only  fuzgeft  a  word  of 
encouragement  and  advice  unto  fuch  of  the  Lord's  people  as 
may  be  in  this  cafe. 

I.  A  word  of  encouragement. 

i^.  Then,  do  not  think  thy  cafe  unprecedented.  Poor  foul, 
what  thinkeft  thou  of  David,  Afaph,  Heman.  yea,  of  Chrift 
himfelf? 
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^i/y.  Although  ZIon's  King  may  hide  himfelf  for  a  little,  yet 
he  will  not  always  Inde,  "  left  the  fpirit  fhouldfail  before  him:" 
Pfal.  XXX.  4.5.  "  Sing  unto  the  Lord,  O  ye  faints  of  his,  and 
give  thanks  at  the  remembrance  of  his  holinefs.  For  his  an- 
ger endureth  but  a  moment :  in  his  favour  is  life  :  weeping 
may  endure  for  a  night,  but  joy  cometh  in  the  morning." 
If.  liv.  7.  8.  "  For  a  fmall  moment  have  I  forfaken  thee,  but 
with  great  mercies  will  I  gather  thee.  In  a  little  wrath  I  hid 
my  face  from  thee  for  a  moment ;  but  with  everlafting  kind- 
ncfs  will  I  have  mercy  on  thee,  faith  the  Lord  thy  Redeemer." 

^dfy.  Perhaps  the  King  has  been  in  the  galleries  with  thy 
foul,  when  yet  thou  waft  not  aware  that  it  was  be.  He  was 
with  Jacob  at  Bethel,  and  he  wift  it  not ;  he  was  with  the 
difciples  going  to  Emmaus,  and  yet  they  miftook  him. 
^ue/l.  How  (hall  I  know  whether  tlie  King  has  been  in  the 
galleries  with  my  foul  ?     For  anfwer, 

(i.)  Art  thou  mourning  and  forrowing  over  thy  apprehend- 
ed lofs  ?  Does  it  grieve  thee  at  the  very  heart  to  think,  that 
thou  Ihouldft  be  at  Jerufalem,  and  not  fee  the  King's  face ;  at 
the  King's  table,  and  not  have  the  King's  company  ?  If  this 
be  real  matter  of  exercife  to  thee,  thou  doft  not  want  his  gra- 
cious prefence  though  thou  art  not  aware ;  for  "  he  is  ever 
nigh  unto  them  that  are  of  a  broken  heart."  Chrift  is  at 
Mary's  hand  when  flic  is  drowned  in  tears  for  the  want  of 
his  company,  and  faying,  "  They  have  taken  away  my  Lord, 
and  1  know  not  where  they  have  laid  him." 

(2.)  Haft  thou  got  a  further  difcovery  of  thine  own  empti- 
ncfs,  poverty,  and  nakednefs  ?  and  is  thy  foul  abafed  and  laid 
in  the  duft  on  this  account  ?  This  fays  Chrift  has  been  pre- 
fent ;  for  he  comes  in  a  work  of  humiliation,  as  well  as  in  a 
work  of  confolation.  Perhaps  the  devil  is  condemning,  the 
law  is  condemning,  confcience  is  condemning  thee,  and  thou 
art  condemning  thyfelf  asfaft  as  any :  be  not  difcouraged,  Chrift 
is  not  far  away,  Pfal.  cix.  31.  **  He  ftands  at  the  right-hand 
of  the  poor,  to  fave  him  from  thofe  that  condemn  his  foul." 

(3.)  Art  thou  juftifying  the  Lord,  and  laying  the  blame  of 
thy  punifliment  upon  thyfelf,  as  David,  Pfal,  xxii.  i.  2.  3. 
**  My  God,  my  God,  why  haft  tlu)U  forfaken  me  ?  why  art 
thou  fo  far  from  helping  me,  and  from  the  words  of  my  roar* 
ing  ?  O  my  God,  I  cry  in  the  day-time,  but  thou  heareft  me 
not  ?  and  in  the  night-feafon,  and  am,  not  filent.  But  thou 
art  holy,  O  thou  that  inhabiteft  the  praifes  of  Ifrael." 

(4.)  Is  thy  hunger  and  thirft  after  Chrift  increafed  by  thy 
apprehended  want  of  his  gracious  prefeiice  ?  This  fays  that 
he  has  been  really  prefent,  for  his  bleffing  is  upon  thee  : 
Matth.  v.  6.  "  Bleffcd  are  they  which  do  Jiunger  and  thirft 
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after  rightcoufnefs."  And  know  for  thy  comfort,  that  "  he 
fatisfieth  the  longing  foul,  and  filleth  die  hungry  foul  with 
good  things." 

(5.)  Art  thou  refolved  to  wait  on  hiip  and  keep  his  way, 
although  he  hide  his  face  and  witljdraw  his  fenfihle  prefence  ? 
Chrift  has  not  been  altogether  a  ftranger ;  no,  *<  he  is  good 
Tinto  them  that  wait  for  him,  to  the  foul  that  feeketh  him  ; 
and  is  really  nigh  ^nto  all  that  call  upon  him  in  truth." 

2.  A  word  of  advice,  and  only  in  fo  many  words. 

i^.  Give  not  way  to  defpondency ;  argue  againft  it,  as 
David,  Pfal.  xlii.  5.  "  Why  ?.rt  thou  caft  down,  O  my  foul  ? 
and  why  art  tiiOii  difquieted  in  me  ?'  hope  thou  in  God,  for  f 
ihall  yet  praife  him  for  the  help  of  his  pou  itenance," 

2dly,  See  that  you  juftify  God,  and  beware  of  charging 
him  foohflily.  See  what  was  David's  praftice,  (and  herein  he 
was  a  type  of  Chrift  himfelf  J,  Pfal.  xxii.  He  is  under  hid- 
ings, ver.  I.  **  My  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfaken 
me,"  &c.  What  follows  ?  ver.  3.  "  But  thou  art  holy,  O 
thou  that  inhabiteft  the  praifes  of  Ifrael." 

3dfy,  Truft  in  a  hiding  God^  as  Job  did,  ^^  Though  he  ilay 
me,  yet  will  I  truft  in  hiin,*'  Job  xiii.  15.  This  the  Lord 
calls  his  people  to  under  darknefs.  If.  1.  10.  *^  Who  is  among 
you  that  feareth  the  Lord,  that  obeyeth  the  voice  of  his  fer- 
vant,  that  walketh  in  darknefs,  and  h^th  no  light?  let  him 
truft  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  ftay  upon  his  God." 

4thljf,  and  Iq/^ly,  Wait  on  him  in  the  galleries  of  ordinan- 
ces, hang  about  the  pofts  of  his  door.    And  when  you  do  not  * 
find  him  in  public,  feek  him  in  private,  and  in  the  retired 
galleries  of  fecret  prayer,  meditation,  and  conference :  and  go 
a  little  further,  like  the  fpoufe,  above  and  beyond  all  duties    . 
and  ordinances,  to  himfelf:  "He  is  good  unto  them  that  wait 
for  him,  to  the  foul  that  feeketh  him.     They  that  wait  upon 
the  Lord  ihall  renew  their  ftrength  :  they  fhall  mount  up  with 
wings  as  eagles,  they  fliall  run  and  not  be  weary,  and  they 
flidl  walk  and  not  faint."     The  fpoufe  did  fo,  and  at  length 
ftie  found  him  whom  her  foul  loved :  Cant.  iii.  4.  '^  It  was 
but  a  little  diat  1  pa0ed  from  them,  but  I  found  him  whom  . 
my  foul  loveth :  1  held  him,   and  would  not  let  him  go." 
*rhe  Lord  blefs  his  word. 
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THE  GROANS  OF  BELIEVERS  UNDER  THEIR  BURDENS.    . 

A      SERMON, 

f  REACHED  IK  THE  TOLBOOTH  CHURCH  OF  EDINBURGH,  OK  ▲ 
FAST-DAY  PRECEDING  THE  CELEBRATION  dF  THE  LORD'S 
SUFFER,  OCTOBER  2J.  l*J10. 

Pfal.  xzxviii.  9.— Zor^/,  all  my  defire  is  before  thie :  and  my 
groaning  is  not  bid  from  tbee. 

Rom*  vlii.  26 — TChe  Spirit  b'elpetb  our  infirmities :  andmaietb 
intercefjion  for  us  witb  groanings  wbicb  cannot  be  utm 
teredo 


%  Cor.  V,  4.— ^if  tbat  are  in  tbis  tabernacle  do  groan,  being 
burdened. 

IN  the  firft  verfe  of  this  chapter,  the  apoftlc  gives  a  rea£bn^ 
why  he,  and  others  of  the  faints  in  his  day,  did  endure  per- 
fecutipn  for  the  caufe  of  Chnft,  with  fuch  an  unfhakea  coq- 
ftancy,  and  holy  magnanimity  ;  he  tells  us,  that  they  bad  the 
profped  of  better  things,  the  folid  and  well-grounded  hope  of 
a  happy  immortality  to  follow  upon  the  diffDlutioa  of  this 
day-tabernacle  of  the  body.  Ye  need  not  wonder,  would  he 
fey,  though  we  cheerfully  and  willingly  undergo  the  fbiirpell 
trials  for  religion  :  **  for  we  know,  that  if  our  earthly  houfe 
of  this  tabernacle  were  diffolved,  we  have  a  building  of  God, 
an  houfe  not  made  with  hands,  eterial  in  the  heavens."  When 
the  poor  believer  can  fay  with  David,  "  I  fhall  dwell  in  the 
houfe  of  the  Lord  for  ever,"  he  will  be  ready  to  join  iflue 
with  the  fame  holy  man,  "  Though  I  walk  through  the  val^ir 
ley  of  the  fhadow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil."  Yea,  fo  far 
is  the  apoftle  from  being  damped  or  di(couraged  at  the 
thoughts  of  death,  that  he  rather  invites  it  to  do  its  office,  by 
firiking  down  the  clay  tabernacle,  that  his  foul  may  be  at  li- 
berty to  afcend  to  thefe  manfions  of  glory,  that  his  blefled 
friend  and  elder  brother  hath  prepared  for  him  above :  ver. 
a.  **  In  this  we  groan  earneftly,  defiring  to  be  clothed  upon 
with  our  houfe  which  is  from  heaven."  He  knew  very  well, 
that  when  he  (hould  be  ftript  of  his  mortal  body,  hejbould  not 
be  found  naied,  as  it  is  ver.  3.  but  clothed  with  a.  To\i^  ol 
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glorj  and  im mortality.  And  in  the  verfc  read,  he  gives  a 
reafon  why  he  was  fo  defirous  to  change  his  quarters  ;  and  it 
is  drawn  from  the  uneafinefs  and  inconveniency  of  his  prefent 
lodging,  while  cooped  up  in  this  claj- tabernacle  :  JVe  that  are 
in  this  tabernacle  (fays  he)  do  groan^  being  burdened. 

In  which  words  we  may  briefly  notice,  r.  The  believer's 
prefent  lodging  or  habitation;  he  is  in  a  tabernacle.  2.  His 
melancholy  difpofition  ;  he  \s groaning.  3.  The  caufe  or  rea- 
fons  of  his  groans ;  keing  burdened. 

1.  I  fay,  we  have  an  account  of  the  believer's  prefent  lod- 
ging or  habitation  ;  he  is  in  this  tabernacle.  By  the  tabernacle 
here  we  are  to  underftand  the  body  ;  fo  called,  becaufe  it  is 
a  weak,  moveable  fort  of  habitation  ;  (as  we  n^ay  hear  mure 
fully  afterwards).  The  indweller  of  this  lodging  is  the  nob!e 
foul,  which  is  faid  to  be  in  this  tabernacle ^  while  it  is  in  an  i.ii- 
bodied  ftate.  So' that  the  meaning  is.  We  that  are  in  this  ta* 
bernacky  tliat  is,  we  that  are  living  in  the  body. 

2.  We  have  the  melancholy  difpofition  of  the  poor  believer 
while  in  this  lodging ;  he  groans.  The  word  in  the  original, 
(i»0e^A>,  rendered,  to  groan,  we  find  it  taken  in  a  threefold  fenfe 
in  fcripture.  ijl,  It  is  an  exprefiion  of  grief:  Heb.  xiii.  17. 
•*  Obey  them  that  have  the  rule  over  you,  that  they  may 

,  give  their  account  of  you,  not  with  grief;"  or,  as  it  may  be 
rendered.  Not  with  groans.  It  is  the  fame  word  that  is  here 
ufed.  There  is  nothing  more  ordinary,  when  a  perfon  is 
weighted  and  preffed  in  fpirit,  than  to  give  vent  to  the  heart 
in  lobs  ai  d  groans :  and  thus  flands  the  cafe  with  tl?e  Lord's 
people  many  times,  while  in  the  tabernacle  of  the  body. 
2dlyy  It  is  fometimes  an  exprefiion  of  difplealure :  James  v. 
9.  '*  Grudge  not  one  againft  another."  It  is  the  fame  word 
that  is  here  rendered  to  groan.  And  fo  it  imports,  that  the 
believer  is  diflatisfied  with,  or  difaffefted  to,  his  prefent  quar- 
ters ;  he  does  not  like  it,  in  comparifon  of  the  better  habita- 
tion that  he  has  in  view,  ^dly.  It  is  fometimes  taken  as  an 
exprefiion  of  ardent,  pafi[ionate,  and  earneft  defire.  Thus  the 
word  is  taken  in  the  2d  verfe  of  this  chapter,  **  In  this  we 
groan  earneftly,  defiring  to  be  clothed  upon  with  our  houf^ 
which  is  from  heaven."  I  fliall  not  exclude  any  of  thefe  fen- 
fes'  from  the  apoftle's  fcope  in  thefe  words. 

3.  In  the  words  we  have  the  caufe  or  reafon  of  the  belie- 
ver's groans  ;  being  burdened.  Many  a  weary  weight  and 
heavy  I'^ad  has  the  believer  hanging  about  him,  while  pafiiing 

i  this  valley  of  Baca,  which  make  him  to  go  many 
.  with   a  bowed-down  back.     What  thefe  weights  and 
.rdens  are,  ye  may  hear  more  fully  afterwards. 
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The  obfervation  1  offer  from  the  words  is  this. 
Doer.  **  That  believers  are  many  times  ^burdened,  even  uiv 
to  groaning,  while  in  the  clay-tabernacle  of  the  body.*'    We 
that  are  in  this  tabernacle  do  groan,  being  burdened. 

The  method  I  (hall  obferve,  in  handling  this  dodruie,  is,  to 
give  you  fome  account, 

I.  Of  the  believer's  prefent  lodging ;  he  is  in  a  tabernacle. 

II.  Of  the  believer's  burdens  in  this  tabernacle. 

III.  Of  his  groans  under  theL  burdens. 

IV.  Conclude  with  fome  improve^nent  of  the  whole. 

I.  The  Jirji  thing  is,  to  give  you  fome  account  of  the  belie'** 
ver^s  prefent  lodging  while  in  the  body.  A:id  there  are  thefe 
two  or  three  thiags  that  1  remark  aoout  it,  which  I  find  in 
the  text  and  context. 

1.  Then,  1  find  it  is  called  a  hou/e  in  the  firft  verfe  of  thij 
chapter.  And  It  is  fitly  fo  called,  becaufe  of  its  rare  and  cu- 
rious ftru&ure  and  workmanfhip :  Pfal.  cxxxix.  14.  15.  *^  I 
will  praife  thee,  for  I  am  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made ; 
marvellous  are  thy  works,  and  that  my  foul  knoweth  right 
well.  My  fubftance  was  not  hid  from  thee,  when  I  was  made 
in  fccret ;  and  curioufly  wrought  in  the  loweft  parts  of  the 
earth."  The  body  of  man  is  a  wonderful  piece  of  archi- 
tefture,  and  the  Ikill  and  wifdom  of  the  great  Creator  is  won- 
derfully difcovered  therein :  it  is  fet  up,  as  it  were,  by  line 
and  rule,  in  fuch  exa6t  order,  that  the  mod  curious  piles  and 
edifices  in  the  world  are  but  a  chaos  or  mafs  of  confufion, 
when  compared  therewith.  Take  a  clod  of  duft,  and  compare 
it  with  the  flefh  of  man,  unlefs  v/e  were  inftruSed  of  it  be- 
fore-hand, we  would  not  imagine  it  to  be  one  and  the  fame 
matter,  confidering  the  beauty  and  excellency  of  the  one  a-  % 
bo.v«  the  other ;  which  evidently  proclaims  the  being,  power, 
and  wifdom  of  the  great  Creator,  who  made  us,  and  not  we 
ourfelves,  and  who  can  fubliraate  matter  above  its  firft  origi- 
nal. 

2.  I  remark  concerning  the  believer's  prefent  lodging,  that 
however  curious  its  ftrudure  be,  yet  it  is  but  a  houfe  of 
caith;  therefore  called  iu  the  firft  verfe,  an  earthly  houfe. 
And  it  is  fo,  efpecially  in  a  threefold  refpecl. 

ly?,  In  refpecl  of  its  original;  it  is  made  of  earth.  It  is 
true,  all  the  eL-ments  meet  in  the  bpdy  of  n.an,  fire,  earth, 
water,  and  air;  but  earth,  is  the  predominant.  And  there- 
fore, from  thence  he  is  fald  ti)  have  his  rife  :  Job  iv.  19.  '*  He 
dwells  in  houfes  of  clay,  and  his  foundation  is  in  the  duft." 
Whatever  be  the  beauty,  ftrcngth,  ftrufture,  or  high  pedigree 
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II.  The  fecond  thing  propofed  was,  to /peak  a  little  of  the 
believer's  burdens  while  in  this  tabernacle.  This  earthly  hoofe, 
it  lies  under  many  fervitudes,  and  the  believer  (as  one  fays) 
pays  a  dear  mail  or  rent  for  his  quarters.     For, 

1.  The  ciay-tabernacle  itfelf  is  many  times  a  very  heavy 
burden  to  him.  The  crazy  cottage  of  the  body  is  liable*  to 
innumerable  pains  and  diftempers,  which  makes  it  lie  like  a 
dead  weight  upon  the  foul,  whereby  its  vivacity  and  aftivity  • 
is  exceedingly  marred.  When  the  poor  foul  would  mount 
up,  as  upon  eagle's  wings,  the  body  will  not  bear  part  with  it^ 
So  that  the  believer  feels  the  truth  of  Chrift's  apology  veri- 
fied in  his  fad  experience,  *•  The  fpirit  is  willing,  but  the 
flefliisweak." 

2.  Not  only  is  he  burdened  with  a  burden  of  clay,  but  alfo 
w;ith  a  burden  of  fin  ;  I  mean  indwelling  corruption,  the  fe- 
cret  atheifm,  enmity,  unbelief,  ignorance,  pride,  hypocrify, 
and  other  abominations  of  his  heart.  O  but  this  be  a  heavy 
burden,  which  many  times  is  like  to  difpirit  the  poor  belie- 
ver, and  prefs  him  through  the  very  ground.  David  (thoHgh 
a  man  according  to  God's  own  heart),  yet  cries  out  under 
this  burden,  "  Who  can  underftand  his  errors  ?  cleanfe  thou 
me  from  fecret  faults,"  Pl'al.  xix.  12.  And  the  apofile 
Paul  never  complained  fo  much  of  any  burden  as  of  this, 
Rom.  vii.  24.  "  O  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  fliall  deliver 
me  from  the  body  of  this  death  !"  To  be  rid  of  this  burden, 
the  poor  believer  many  times  would  be  content  that  this  clay- 
tabernacle  were  broken  into  fhivers. 

3.  He  is  burdened  many  times  with  a  fenfe  of  much  adual 
guilt,  which  he  has  contradted  through  the  untendernefs  of 
his  way  and  w;ilk.  Confcience,  that  deputy  of  the  Lord  of 
hofts  (being  fupported  by  the  authority  of  the  law),  fre- 
quently brings  in  a  heavy  indiftment  againft  the  poor  foul, 
and  tells  it.  Thud  and  thus  thou  hafl  finned,  and  trampled 
upon  the  authority  of  God  the  great  Lawgiver.  In  this  cafe 
the  believer  cannot  but  take  with  the  charge,  and  own,  with 
David,  "  Mine  iniquities  are  gone  over  mine  head :  as  an 
heavy  burden  they  are  too  heavy  for  me,"  Pfal.  xxxviii.  4. ; 
and,  Pfal.  xl.  12.  "  Innumerable  evils  have  compaffed  me 
about,  mine  iniquities  have  taken  hold  upon  me,  fo  that  1  am 
not  able  to  look  up :  they  are  more  than  the  hairs  of  mine 
head,  therefore  my  heart  faileth  me. 

4.  He  is  fometimes  fadly  burdened  with  the  temptations 
of  Satan.  The  devil,  that  cunning  archer,  he  flioots  at  him, 
and  fore  wounds  and  grieves  him.  Sometin[>es  whole  fliowers 
of  fiery  darts  dipt  in  hell  are  made  to  fly  about  his  ears. 
God,  for  holy  and  wife  ends,  fuffers  the  believer  to  be  win- 
nowed, 
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Hdwed,  lifted,  and  buffeted  by  this  enemy.  And  O  but  the 
believer  be  fore  burdened  in  this  cafe  !  Sometimes  he  is  rea- 
dy to  conclude  with  David,  One  day  or  other  I  fhall  fall  by 
this  roaring ,  lion,  that  goes  about  feeking  to  devour  me ; 
fom&times  he  is  brought  to  his  wits  end,  fayin<r,  with  Jeho- 
ihaphat  in  great  extrenuty,  when  furrounded  by  enemies, 
"  I  know  not  what  to  do,  but  mine  eyes  are  towards  thee.'' 
But  let  not  the  believer  think  ftra  .ge  of  jthis,  feeing  Chrift 
bimfelf  was  not  exdr.pted  from  the  moleftations  of  this  ene- 
my, 

5.  Sometimes  the  believer  is  burdened  with  the  burden  of 
ill  company.  The  fociety  of  the  wicked,  which  perhaps  is 
unavoidable,  is  a  great  incumbrance  to  him,  and  tends  noigh- 
tily  to  mar  and  hinder  him  in  his  work  and  warfare.  Hence 
David  utters  that  mournful  and  melancholy  complaint,  Pfal. 
cxx.  5.  6.  "  Wb  is  me,  that  1  fojourn  in  Mefech,  that  1  dwell 
in  t^le  tents  of  Kcdar,"  &c.  The  believer  is  of  Jacob's  dif- 
pofition,  with  reference  to  the  wicked,  Gen.  xlix.  6.  **  O  my 
foul,  come  not  thou  unto  their  fecret ;  unto  their  affcmbly, 
mine  honour,  be  not  thou  united."  And  truly,  Sirs,  if  the 
company  and  fociety  of  the  wicked  be  not  your  burden,  it  is 
a  fign  ye  are  of  their  fociety. 

6.  Sometimes  the  believer  is  fadly  burdened,  not  only  with 
his  own  fins,  but  with  the  abounding  fins  and  abominations 
of  the  day  and  place  wherein  he  lives.  *'  I  beheld  the 
tranfgrefibrs  (fays  David),  and  was  grieved.  Rivers  of  wa- 
ters run  down  mine  eyes  :  becaufe  they  keep  not  thy  law," 
Pfal.  cxix.  136.  158.  O  what  a  heart-breaking  thing  is  it 
to  the  poor  foul,  to  fee  finners  dafhing  themfelves  to  pieces 
upon  the  thick  boffes  of  God's  buckler^  and,  as  it  were,  upon 
the  Rock  of  falvation,  running  headlong  to  their  own  ever- 
lafting  ruin,  without  ever  reflefting  upon  tlieir  ways  !  His 
very  bowels  yearn  with  pity  towards  them,  who  will  not 
pity  themfelves.  Upon  this  account  believers  are  frequently 
defigned  the  "  mourners  in  Zion :  they  figh  and  cry  for  all 
the  abominations  that  be  done  in  the  midft  of  Jerufalem,'* 
£zek.  ix   4. 

7.  The  believer  is  many  times,  while  in  this  tabernacle, 
burdened  with  the  public  concerns  of  Chrift.  He  is  a  perfon 
of  a  very  grateful  and  public  fpirit.  Chrift  took  a  lift  of  him 
while  he  was  in  a  low  ftate ;  and  therefore  he  cannot  but  be 
concerned  for  tiie  concerns  of  his  kingdom  and  glory,  efpe- 
cially  when  he  fees  them  fuffering  in  the  world.  When  he 
beholds  the  boar  out  of  the  wood,  or  the  wild  beaft  of  the 
fbreft,  opeii  and  avowed  enemies,. wafting  and  devouring  the 
church  of  God  j   when  he  fees  the  foxes  fpoiling  the  tender 
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vineSy  and  the  watchmen  wounding,  fmiting,  or  takllvg  away 
the  vail  of  the  fpoufe  of  Chrift,  Song  v.  7. ;  when  he  fees  the 
privileges  of  the  church  of  Chrift  invaded,  her  dodrine  andi 
worfliip  corrupted,  her  ordinary  meals  retrenched  by  the? 
ftewards  of  the  houfe :  thefe  things,  I  fay,  are  linking  and 
oppref&ng  to  his  fpirit ;  he  then  hangs  his  harp  upon  the 
willows,  when  he  remembers  Zion.  In  this  cafe  he  is  "  for- 
rowful  for  the  folemn  alTembly,  and  the -reproach  of  it  is  hi^ 
burden,"  iZeph.  iii.  18. 

8»  The  poor  believer  has  many  times  the  burden  of  great 
erofles  and  afljidions  lying *upon  him,  and  thefe  both  of  a  bo- 
dily and  fpiritual  nature,  and  deep  many  times  calleth  unta 
deep  ;  the  deep  of  external  trouble  calls  to  the  deep  of  inward 
diftrefs  ;  and  thefe,  like  two  feas  meeting  together,  do  break 
upon  him  with  fuch  violence,  that  the  waters  are  like  to  come 
in  unto  his  very  foul.  Sometimes,  I  fay,  he  has  a  burden  of 
outward  troubles  upon  him ;  perhaps  a  burden  of  £ckne£i 
and  pain  upon  his  body,  whereby  the  crazy  tabernacle  of  clay 
is  fore  fhattered :  <*  There  is  no  foundncfs  in  my  flefli  (fays 
David),  becaufe  of  my  fin,"  Pfal.  xxxviii.  3.  Sometimes  he 
is  burdened  with  poverty,  and  want  of  the  external  neceiTariea 
of  liie  j  which  needs  be  no  ftrangc  thing,  confidering  that  the 
Son  of  God,  the  heir  of  all  things,  b^ame  poor ;  and  fo  poor, 
thatj  as  he  himfelf  declares,  **  The  foxes  have  holes,  and  the 
birds  of  the  air  have  nefts  ;  but  the  fon  of  riian  hath  not  where 
to  lay  his  head."  Sometimes  he  is  burdened  with  infamy 
and  reproach,  malice  and  envy  ftriking  at  his  reputation,  and 
wounding  his  name,  **  Falfe  witneffes  (fays  David)  rofe  up 
againft  me  9  they  laid  to  my  charge  things  that  I  knew  not,*^ 
Pfal.  XXXV.  u.  Sometimes  he  is  burdened  in  his  relations, 
as  by  their  mifcarriages.  It  was  a  grief  of  heart  to  Kebekab,, 
when  Efau  married  the  daughter  of  Beeri  the  Hittite,  Gen. 
xxvi.  34.  35.  And  no  doubt  David  had  many  a  fad  heart 
for  the  mifcarriages  of  his  children,  particularly  of  Amnoa 
and  Abfalom.  Sometimes  he  is  burdened  with  the  death  of 
near  relations.  It  is  breaking  to  him  when  the  tK)rd  takes 
away  the  defire  of  l^is  eyes  with  a  ftroke.  I  might  here  tell 
you  alfo  of  many  trials  and  diftrcffes  of  a  more  fpiritual  na- 
ture, that  the  believer  is  cxercifed  with,  befides  thefe  already- 
named.  Sometimes  he  has  the  burden  of  much  weighty 
work  lying  on  his  h^nd,  and  his  heart  is  like  to  faint  at  the 
profpeft  of  it,  through  the  fenfe  of  his  own  utter  inability  tot 
manage  it,  either  to  God's  glory,  or  his  own  comfort,  or  the 
edification  of  others ;  fuch  as,  the  work  of  liis  ftation,  rela- 
tion,, and  ggneration,  and  the  great  work  of  his  falvation*. 
This  lies  heavy  upon  him;^  till  the  Lprd  fay  to  him,  ^  he  fai^ 
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to  Paul  in  ftnother  cafe,  "  Mj  grace  is  fufficient  for  thee.** 
Sometimes  the  believer  in  this  tabernacle  is  under  the  burden 
of  much  darknefs.  Sometimes  he  is  in  darknefs  as  to  his 
ftate ;  he  walks  in  darknefs,  and  has  no  light,  infomuch  that 
he  is  ready  to  raze  the  foundation,  and  to  cry,  ^^  1  am  cad 
out  of  thjr  fight :  the  Lord  hath  forfakcn  me,  and  mj  Iiord 
hath  forgotten  me,"  If.  xlix.  14.  Sometimes  he  is  in  dark- 
nefs as  to  his  duty,  whether  he  fliould  do  or  forbear ;  many 
a  perplexing  thought  rolls  in  his  breaft,  till  the  Lord,  by  his 
word  and  Spirit,  fajrto  him,  **  This  is  the  way,  walk  ye  in 
it,'^  If.  XXX.  21.  Sometimes  he  is  burdened  with  diilance 
from  his  God,  who  feems  to  have, withdrawn  from  him  be- 
hind the  mountains  ;  and  in  this  cafe  he  cries,  with  the  churchy 
**  For  thcfe  things  I  weep,  mine  eye,  mine  eye,  runneth 
down  with  water,  becaufe  the  Comforter  that  ihould  relieve 
my  foul,  is  far  from  me,"  Lam.  i.  16.  •  And  fometimes  it  is 
a  burden  to  him  to  think,  that  he  is  at  fuch  a  diilance  from 
his  own  country  and  inheritance  ;  and  in  this  cafe  he  longs  to 
be  over  Jordan,  at  the  promifed  land,  faying,  ••  I  defire  to  be 
^iffolved,  and  to  be  with  Chrift  ;  which  is  beft  of  all,"  PhiL 
i.  23.  Sometimes  again  he  is  under  the  burden  of  fear,  parti- 
cularly the  fear  of  death.  Heb.  ii.  15.  we  read  of  fome  who 
are  held  in  bondage  all  their  life  through  fear  of  death  ;  and 
yet,  glory  to  God,  fuch  have  had  a  fafe  landing  at  laft. 

Thus  I  have  told  you  of  fome  of  thefe  things  wherewith 
the  believer  is  burdened,  while  in  the  tabernacle  of  this  body. 

IIL  The  third  thing  in  the  method  was,  to  fpeaJk  of  the  be^ 
liever's  groaning  under  his  burden:  for  (fays  the  apoftle). 
We  that  are  in  this  tabernacle  do  groan^  being  burdened.  Upon 
this  head  1  fhall  only  fuggeft  two  or  three  confiderations.     # 

I.  Confider,  that  the  working  of  the  believer's  heart,  un- 
der the  preffures  of  thefe  burdens,  vents  itfelf  varioufly. 
Sometimes  he  is  faid  to  be  in  heavinefs :  i  PeJ:.  i.  6.  **  If  need 
be,  ye  are  in  heavinefs  through  manifold  temptations."  Some- 
times he  is  faid  to  iigh  under  his  burdens,  and  to  figh  to  the 
breaking  of  his  loins :  he  is  faid  to  fetch  his  iighs  from  the 
bottom  of  his  heart :  <*  My  fighing  cometh  before  I  eat,"  fays 
Job.  Sometimes  his  burdens  make  him  to  cry.  Sometimes 
he  cries  to  his  God,  Pfal.  cxxx.  i.  **  Out  of  the  depths  have 
I  cried  unto  thee,  O  Lord.*'  Sometimes  he  cries  to  byftand- 
ers  and  onlookers,  as  job  did  to  his  friends,  "  Have  pity  upon 
me,  O  ye  my  friends,  for  the  hand  of  God  hath  touched  me," 
Jol^  xix.  21.;  or,  with  the  church.  Lam.  i.  12.  "  Is  it  no- 
thing to  you,  all  ye  that  pafs  by  ?  behold  and  fee,  if  there  be 
any  forrow  like  unto  my  forrow,  wherewith  the  Lord  hath 
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afflifted  me,  in  the  day  of  his  fierce  anger."  Sometimes  he 
is  faid  to  roar  under  his  burden :  **  My  roarings  (fays  Job), 
are  poured  out  like  the  water.  I  have  roared  all  the  day 
long  (fays  David),  by  reafon  of  the  difquietnefs  of  my  heart.'* 
Sometimes  he  is  at  tlie  very  point  of  fainting  under  his  bur- 
den :  **  I  had  fainted,  unlefs  I  had  believed  to  fee  the  goodne& 
of  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living."  Sometimes  his  fpirits 
are  quite  overfet  and  overwhelmed;  Pfal.  Ixi.  2.  **  From  the 
end  of  the  earth  will  I  cry  u^  to  thee,  when  my  heart  is  over- 
whehned :  lead  me  to  the  rock  that  is  higher  than  I."  Some- 
times again  he  is  as  it  were  diftraclcd,  diftrhded  and  put  out 
of  his  wits,  througn  the  weight  of  his  burdens,  efpecially 
when  under  the  weight  of  divine  terrors.  Thus  it  was  with 
holy  Heman,  Pfal.  Ixxxviii.  15.  "  While  I  fuffer  thy  terrors, 
I  am  diftrafted."  Yea,  fometimes  the  matter  is  carried  fo 
far,  that  it  goes  to  the  drinking  up  of  the  very  fpirits,  and  a 
drying  and  withering  of  the  bones  ;  as  ye  liee  in  the  cafe  of 
Job,  "  The  arrows  of  the  Almigiity  are  within  me,  thepoil'oa 
whereof  drinketh  up  my  fpirit."  O  the  heavy  toffings  of  the 
believer's  heart  under  his  burdens  !  the  apoftle  here  exprefies 
it  by  a  groaning :  We  that  are  in  this  tabernacle  do  groan^ 
being  burdened, 

2.  For  clearing  this,  ye  would  know,  that  there  are  three 
forts  of  groans  that  we  read  of  in  fcripture,  \Jt^  Of  groans 
of  nature,  "idly^  Of  groans  of  reafon.  3^,  Of  groans  of 
grace. 

ijty  I  fay,  we  read  of  groans  of  nature,  Rom.  viii.  22. 
»**  We  know  ^fays  the  apoftle),  that  the  whole  creation  groan- 
cth,  and  travaileth  in  pain  togetlier  until  now."  Man,  by 
his  fin,  brought  a  curfe  upon  the  good  creatures  of  God, 
**^Curfed  is  the  ground  for  thy  fake,"  Gen.  iii.  17.  And  the 
very  earth  upon  which  we  tread  groans,  like  a  woman  in  travail, 
under  the  weight  of  that  curfe  and  vanity,  that  it  is  fubjefted 
^unto  through  the  fin  of  man ;  and  it  longs,  as  it  were,  to  be 
delivered  from  the  bondage  of  corruption,  and  to  (hare  of  the 
glorious  liberty  of  the  fons  of  God,  at  the  day  of  their  mani- 
feftation. 

%dlyy  We  read  of  groans  of  reafon,  or  of  the  reafonable 
creatures  under  their  afilidion.  Thus  we  are  told,  that  the 
children  of  Ifrael  groaned  under  the  weight  of  their  aiHidlion 
in  Egypt,  by  realon  of  the  heavy  taiks  that  were  impofed 
upon  them  :  Exod.  vi.  5-  "  I  have  heard  (fays  the  Lord), 
the  groar.ing  of  the  children  of  Ifrael,  whom  the  Egyptians 
keep  in  bondage." 

3^/^,  We  read  of  groans  of  grace,  or  of  fpiritual  groans, 
Kom.  viii.  26.  Tihe  Spirit  h^lpeth  our  infirmities  :  and  maketh 
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intercejfton  for  us  with  groanings  which  cannot  be  uttered* 
And  of  this  kind,  we  conceive  are  thefe  groans  which  the 
apoftle  fpeaks  of  in  our  text ;  they  are  not  natural,  neither 
are  they  merely  rational  groans,  though  even  theft?  arc  not  to 
be  excluded,  but  they  are  gracious  and  fupernatural,  being 
the  fruit  of  fotne  faving  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God  upon  the 
foul.     And  therefore, 

3.  A  third  rennark  I  offer  is  this,  that  thefe  groans  of  the 
gracious  foul  here  fpoken  of,  feem  to  imply,  as  was  hinted  at 
in  the  explication  of  the  words,  (i.)  A  great  deal  of  grief  and 
forrow  of  fpirit  on  the  account  of  fin,  and  the  fad  and  melan- 
choly eflfefts  of  it  on  the  believer,  while  in  this  imbodied 
ftate.  (2.^  It  implies  a  difpleafure,  or  diffatisfadion  in  the 
believer,  with  his  prefent  burdened  eftate ;  he  cannot  find  reft 
for  the  fole  of  his  foot  hereaway  ;  he  finds  that  this  is  not  his 
retting  place.  And,  (3.)  It  implies  a  breathing  and  panting 
of  foul  after  a  better  ftate,  even  the  immediate  enjoyment  of 
God  in  glory,  ver.  i.  he  groans  with  an  "  earneft  defire  to  be 
clothed  upon  with  his  houfe  which  is  from  heaven.** 

IV.  But  I  proceed  to  the  fourth  thing  in  the  method, 
which  was  the  application  of  the  dodrine.  And  xky^firjl  ufe 
fliall  be  of  information. 

I.  Hence  we  may  fee  the  vaft  difference  between  heaven 
and  earth.  O  what  vaft  odds  is  there  between  the  prefent 
and  future  ftate  of  the  believer,  between  his  prefent  earthly 
lodging,  and  his  heavenly  manfion  !  This  world  is  but  at  beft 
a  weary  land :  but  there  is  no  wearying  in  heaven  :  no ; 
**  They  ftiall  ferve  him  day  and  night  in  his  holy  temple." 
This  world  is  a  land  of  darknefs,  where  thou  goeji  many  a 
time  mourning  without  the  fun  :  but  when  once  thou  comeft 
to  thine  own  country,  "  the  Lord  fliall  be  thine  everlafting 
light,  and  thy  God  thy  glory."  This  world  is  a  land  of 
diftance ;  but  in  heaven  thou  flialt  be  at  home :  when  abfent 
from  the  bodj,  thou  flialt  be  prefent  with  the  Lord.  This 
world  is  a  den  of  lions ^  and  a  mountain  of  leopards  ;  but  there 
is  no  lion  or  leopard  there  ;  they  Jhall  not  hurt  nor  dejlroy  in 
all  God's  holy  mountain  above.  This  world  is  a  l;md  of 
thorns  ;  many  pricking  briars  of  affliftion  grow  hereaway  ; 
but  no  pricking  briar  or  grieving  thorn  is  to  be  found  in  all 
that  country  above.  This  world  is  a  polluted  land,  it  is  de- 
filed with  fin  ;  but  the7*e  can  in  no  wife  enter  into  the  land  of 
glory,  any  thing  that  defileth^  or  ivorketh  abomination^  or  ma* 
keth  a  lie.  In  a  word,  there  is  nothing  but  matter  of  groaning 
for  the  moft  part  here ;  but  ail  ground  of  groaning  ceafeth 
for  ever  there. 
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a.  See  hence  a  conilderation  that  may  contribute  to  ftay  or 
allay  our  griefs,  fobs,  and  groans,  for  the  death  of  godly  rela^* 
tions ;  for  while  in  this  tabernacle  Xhty  groany  being  burdened : 
bat  now  their  groans  are  turned  into  fongs,  and  their  nAurn* 
ing  into  Hallelujahs  ;  for  the  ranjomed  of  the  Lordy  when  they 
return^  or  come  to  Zion^  at  death  or  the  refurre^ion,  it  is  *^  with 
fongs,  and  everlafting  joy  upon  their  heads  :  they  obtain  joy 
and  gladnefs,  and  forrow  and  fighing  flee  away/'  If.  xxxv.  io« 
And  therefore,  let  us  **  not  forrow  as  them  that  have  no 
hope."  If  our  godly  friends  that  are  departed,  could  enter* 
tain  converfe  with  us,  they  would  be  ready  to  fay  to  us,  as 
Chrift  faid  to  the  daughters  of  Jerufalem,  O  "  weep  not  for 
us,  but  weep  for  yourfelves ;"  for  we  would  not  exchange 
conditions  with  you  for  ten  thoufand  worlds :  ye  are  yet 
groaning  in  your  clay-tabernacle,  oppreffed  with  your  many 
burdens ;  but  as  for  us,  the  day  of  our  complete  redemption 
is  come,  our  heads  are  lifted  up^above  all  our  burdens,  under 
which,  once  in  a  day,  we  groaned  while  we  were  with  you. 

3.  See  hence,  that  they  are  not  ay  the  happieft  folk  that 
have  the  merrieft  life  of  it  in  the  world.  Indeed,  if  we  look 
only  to  things  prefent,  the  wicked  would  feem  to  have  the 
he&  of  it ;  for,  inftead  of  groaning,  **  they  take  the  timbrel 
and  harp,  and  rejoice  at  the  found  of  the  organ ;  they  fpend* 
their  days  in  wealth"  and  eafe.  Job  xxi.  la.  13.  But  O,  Sirs, 
remember,  that  it  is  the  evening  that  crowns  the  day.  "  The 
triumphing  of  the  wicked  is  fhort,  and  the  joy  of  the  hypo- 
crite but  for  a  moment :"  whereas  the  groanings  of  the  righ- 
teous are  but  ihort,  and  their  jubilee  and  triumph  (hall  be 
everlafting.  **  Mark  the  perfed  man  (fays  David),  and  be- 
hold the  upright :  for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace.  But  the 
tranfgreflbrs  flball  be  deftroyed  together,  tlie  end  of  the  wick- 
ed fhall  be  cut  off,"  Pfal.  xxxvii.  37.  I  will  read  you  a  word 
that  will  fliew  the  vaft  difference  betwixt  the  godly  and  the 
wicked,  and  difcover  the  flrange  alteration  of  the  fcene  betwixt 
them  in  the  life  to  come,  If.  Ixv.  13.  14.  "  Thus  faith  the 
Lord  God,  Behold  my  fervants  fhall  eat,  but  ye  fhall  be 
hungry :  behold  my  fervants  fhall  drink,  but  ye  fhall  be 
thirfty :  behold  my  fervants  fhall  rejoice,  but  ye  fhall  be 
alhamed  :  behold  my  fervants  fhall  fing  for  joy  of  heart,  but 
ye  fhall  cry  for  forrow  of  heart,  and  fhall  howl  for  vexation 
of  fpirit." 

4.  See  hence,  that  death  needs  not  be  a  terror  to  the  be- 
liever. Why  ?  Becaufe,  by  taking  down  this  tabernacle,  it 
takes  off  all  his  burdens,  and  puts  a  final  period  to  all  his 
groans.  Death,  to  a  believer,  is  like  the  fiery  chariot  to  Eli- 
jah J  it  makes  him  drop  the  mantle  of  his  body  with  all  its 

2  filthinefs. 


73&#  Groans  o/BcUcvers  under  their  Burdens         1 09 

filthinefsy  but  it  tranfports  his  foul,  his  better  part,  into  the 
manfions  of  glory,  **  th?  houfc  not  made  with  hands,  eternal 
in  the  heavens." 

The /econd  ufe  of  the  doftrine  may  be  of  reproof  unto  two 
forts  of  perfons. 

I-  It  reproves  thefe  who  are  at  home  while  in  this  taber- 
nacle. Their  great  concern  is  about  this  clay- tabernacle, 
how  to  gratify  it,  how  to  beautify  and  adorn  ^t ;  their  lan- 
guage is,  **  Who  will  fhew  us  any  good  ?  What  ftiall  we  eat  ? 
what  fhall  we  drink?  wherewithall  ihall  we  be  clothed?"  But 
they  have  no  thought  or  concern  about  the  immortal  foul 
which  inhabits  the  tabernacle,  which  mud  be  happy  or  mifer- 
able  for  ever.  O  Sirs  !  remember,  that  whatever  care  ye  tak^e 
about  this  clay-tabernacle,  it  will  drop  down  to  duft  ere  long, 
and  the  noifome  grave  will  be  its  habitation,  where  worms 
and  corruption  will  prey  upon  the  faireft  face,  and  pureft 
complexion^  Where  will  be  your  beauty,  ftreagth,  or  fine 
attire,  when  the  curtains  of  the  grave  are  drawn  about  you  ? 

a.  This  doftrine  ferves  to  reprove  thefe  who  add  to  the 
burdens  and  groans  of  the  Lord's  people,  as  if  they  were  not 
burdened  enough  already.  Remember  that  it  is  a  dreadful 
thing  to  vex  or  occafion  the  grief  of  thefe  whom  the  Lord  has 
wounded  :  they  that  do  fo,  they  counteradl  the  com^iiflion  of 
Chrift  from  the  Father,  who  was  "  fent  R)  comfort  them  that 
mourn  in  Ziob,  to  give  them  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning^  the 
garment  of  praife  for  the  fpirit  of  heavinefs."  But,  on  the 
contrary,  they  ftudy  to  give  a  heavy  fpirit,'  and  to  ftrip  and 
rob  them  of  their  garments  of  praife.  Remember  that  Chrift 
is  very  tender  of  his  burdened  faints  ;  and  if  any  offer  to  lay 
a  load  above  their  burden,  by  grieving  or  offending  them,  the 
Lord  Jefus  will  not  pafs  it  without  a  fevere  refentment ;  and 
5*  it  were  better  for  /uch  that  a  millftone  were  hanged  about 
their  neckj  and  that  they  were  drowned  in  the  depth  of  the 
fea.^' 

A  third  ufe  fhall  be  of  lamentaiim  and  humiliation.  Let 
Us  lament,  that  the  Lord's  faints,  and  people  fliould  have  fo 
much  matter  of  groaning  at  this  day  and  time  wherein  we  live. 
And  here  I  will  tell  you  of  feveral  things  that  are  a  burden 
unto  the  fpirits  of  the  Lord's  people,  and  help  on  their  groan- 
ing, and  make  theni  fad  hearts. 

I.  The  abounding  profanity  and  immorality  of  all  forts 
that  are  to  be  found  among  us.  O  how  rampant  is  atheifm 
and  profanity;  and  impiety,  like  an  impetuous  torrent,  car- 
rying all  before  it  I  It  is  become  fafhionable  among  fome  to 
be  impious  and  profane.  Religion,  which  is  the  ornament  of 
a  nation,  is  faced  down  by  bold  and  petulent  wits  :     It  is 
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reckoned,  by  fome,  a  genteel  accompliflimcnt  to  bieak  a  jeft 
upon  the  Bible,  and  to  play  upon  things  religious  and  facred^ 
O  what  curling  and  fwcaring  !  O  what  lying  and  cheating  } 
what  abominable  drunkeniiefs,  murders,  and  uncleannefs  5 
what  perjury  and  blafphemy  is  the  land  defiled  with  !  We 
may  apply  that  word,  Hof.  iv.  3.  **  For  thefe  things  the  land 
mourns."  The  land  groans  at  this  day  under  tliefe  and  the 
like  abominations.  And  therefore,  no  wonder  that  the  hearts 
of  thofe  that  regard  the  glory  of  God  do  groan  under  them 
alfo,  and  cry  with  the  prophet,  Jer.  ix.  i.  2.  "  O  that  riiy 
head  were  waters,  and  mine  eyes  a  fountain  of  tears  that  I 
might  weep  day  and  night  for  the  flain  of  the  daughter  pf  my 
people.  Oh,  that  I  had  in  the  wildernefs  a  lodging-place  6f 
wayfaring  men,  that  I  might  leave  my  people,  and  go  froiii 
them  :  for  they  be  all  adulterers,  an  affembly  of  treacherous 
men." 

2.  The  univerfal  barrennefs  that  is  to  be  found  among  us 
at  this  day,  is  matter  of  groaning  unto  the  Lord*s  people.  God 
has  been  at  great  pains  with  us  both  by  ordinances  and  pro- 
vidences :  he  has  planted  us  in  a  fruitful  foil ;  he  has  given, 
us  a  ftapding  under  the  meai^s  of  grace  ;  he  has  given  'tis 
^  line  upon  line,  precept  upon  precept ;''  and  yet,  alas. ! 
may  not  the  Lord  fay  pf  us,  as  he  faid  of  his  vineyatd,^ 
If.  V.  2.  "I  looked  that  it  fliould  bring  forth  grapes, 
and  it  brought  forth  wild  grapes."  And, as  for  the  fruit' of 
providences,  alas!  where  is  it?  Mercies  are  loft  on  us  j  for 
when  God  feeds  us  to  the  full,  when  he  gives  peace  and 
plenty,  then,  Jeflburun  like,  we  wax  fat ^  and  kick  againft  him, 
Deut.  xxxii.  15.  And  as  mercies,  fo  rods  and  affliftions  are 
loft  upon  us  likewife ;  God  has  "  ftricken  u§,  but  we  have 
not  grieved  ;"  he  has  "  confumed  us,  but  we  have  refuled  to 
receive  correftion,"  Jer.  V.  3.  ' 

3.  The  lamentable  divifions  that  are  in  our  Reuben,  occa- 
fion  great  thoughts  of  heart,  and  heavinefs  to  the  Lord's 
people  at  this  day.  Couh  and  country,  church  and  ftate, 
are  divided  :  minifters  divided  from  their  people,  and  people 
from  their  minifters  5  and  both  minifters  and  people  are  di- 
vided among  themfelves  \  and  every  party  and  fadlion  turning 
over  the  blame  upon  the  other  :  than  which  there  cannot  be 
a  greater  evidence  of  God's  anger,  or  of  approaching  '  ruin 
and  defolation  ;  for  ^'  a  city  or  kingdom  divided  againft  itfelf 
cannot  ftand,"  Matth.  xii.  25. 

4.  The  innumerable  defections  and  backflidings  of  cur  day 
are  a  great  burden  to  the  Lord's  people,  and  make  their 
hearts  to  groan  within  them.  The  charge  which  the  Lorct 
advanceth  againft  the  church  of  Ephefus,  may  too  juftly  be 
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l«id  to  our  door,  that  we  are  fallen  from  our  firfl  love. 
There  is  but  little  love  to  God  or  his  people,  little  zeal  for 
his  wajr  and  work,  to  be  found  among  us  ;  the  power  of  god- 
linefe,  and  life  of  religion,  is  dwindled  away  into  an  empty 
form  with  the  moft  part. 

I  might  here  take  occafion  to  tell  you  of  many  public  de- 
fedions  and  backflidings  that  we  (land  guilty  of  before  the 
Lord ;  particularly,  of  the  breach  of  our  folemn  national  en- 
gagements. It  was  once  the  glory  of  our  land  to  be  married 
unto  the  Lord,  by  folemn  covenant,  in  a  national  capacity  ; 
but,  to  our  eternal  infamy  and  reproach,  it  has  been  both 
broken  and  burnt  by  public  authority  in  this  very  city.  Per- 
haps indeed  fome  may  ridicule  me  for  making  mention  of  the 
bjreach  of  our  folemn  engagements  j  but  I  muft  blow  the 
trumpet  as  God's  herald>  "  whether  ye  will  hear  or  forbear.'^ 
And  ye  who  ridicule  thefe  things  now,  will  perhaps,  laugh  at 
leifure,  if  God  fliall  fend  a  bloody  fword^  or  raging  peftilence, 
to  avenge  the  quarrel  of  his  covenant. 

But  fome  may  fay.  Ye  talk  of  breach  of  folemn  national 
engagements ;  but  wherein  does  the  truth  of  fuch  a  charge 
appear  ? 

For  anfwer,  I  ihall  inftance  in  a  few  particulars.  It  is  fit 
that  we  not  only  know,  wherein  our  fathers  have  broken  this 
covenant;  but  wherein  ourfelves,  this  prefent  generation, 
ilands  guilty. 

1.  Then,  in  our  national  covenant  we  fwear,  that  we  will 
endeavour  to  be  humbled  for  our  own  fins,  and  for  the  fins  of 
the  kingdom.  But,  alas  I  public  days  of  fading  and  humilia^^ 
tlon  for  the  fins  of  the  land  are  but  rare,  and  thin  fown  at  this 
day.  Where  are  the  mourners  of  our  Zion  ?  How  few  are 
they  whofe  hearts  are  bleeding  for  the  abounding  wickednefs 
of  the  day  ?  If  God  fliall  give  a  commiflion  to  the  men  with 
the  flaughter. weapons  to  go  through  Scotland,  and^  flay  ut- 
terly old  and  young,  only  come  not  near  any  that  figh  and 
cry ;  O  what  a  dejApulate  country  would  it  be  !  how  few  in- 
habitants would  be  left  in  the  land  ! 

2.  In  that  covenant  we  are  bound  to  go  before  one  ano- 
ther in  the  example  of  a  real  reformation.  But,  alas  !  who 
makes  confcience  of  this  part  of  the  oath  of  God  I  How  little 
perfonal  reformation  is  there  ?  how  little  care  to  have  the 
heart  purified  from  lufts  and  uncleannefs  ?  fo  that  the  Lord 
may  well  fay  unto  us,  as  he  faid  to  Jerufalem,  **  O  Je- 
rufalcm,  wafli  thine  heart  from  wickednefs :  how  long 
fliall  vain  thoughts  lodge  within  thee?"  How  little  refor- 
mation of  life?  what  a.fcandalous  latitude  do  many  pro- 
feflbrs    of   religion  take    to   themfelves,   curfing,   fwearmg^ 
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lying,  drinking,  cheating,  and  over-rcaching  others  in  their 
dealings,  whereby  the  way  of  religion  coaies  to  be  evil  fpokea 
of? 

3.  By  the  covenant  we  engage,  not  only  to  reform  our- 
felves,  but  our  families.  But,  alas  !  how  little  of  this  is  to 
be  found?  How  little  care  is  taken  by  many  parents  and 
mafters,  to  have  their  children  and  fervants,  after  the  example 
of  Abraham,  inftrudled  in  the  good  ways  of  the  Lord  ?  Every 
head  of  a  family  ihould  be  a  prieft  in  his  family,  for  maintain- 
ing the  worfliip  of  God  in  it :  but,  alas  !  how  many  are  there 
who  either  fcrufF  over  the  duty  in  a  fuperficlal  manner,  or 
elfe  live  in  the  total  ncgleft  of  it  ?  Go  through  many  noble- 
men and  gentlemen's  families  in  the  kingdom,  and  ye  ihall 
find  as  little  of  the  worfliip  of  God  in  them,  as  if  they  were 
Turks  and  Pagans,  and  perhaps  lefs.  Yea,  atheifm  is  become 
fo  rife  among  people  of  higher  rank,  that,  with  fome,  he  ia 
not  reckonefl  a  man  of  any  fpirit,  that  will  bow  a  knee  to 
God  in  his  family. 

4.  In  our  national  covenant  we  fwcar  to  endeavour  the  re. 
formation  of  England  and  Ireland  from  the  remains  of  Ro-« 
man  hierarchy,  and  ceremonies  of  man's  invention  in  the 
worfliip  of  God.  But  how  is  this  article  performed,  wbctn, 
by  folemn  treaty,  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation,  in  a  par- 
liamentary capacity,  have  confented,  that  Epifcopacy  ihoutd " 
continue  as  the  form  of  worfliip  and  government  in  our 
neighbour  nation  ?  Again,  by  the  covenant  we  fwear  to  en- 
deavour the  extirpation  of  Popery  :  and  yet  how. many  maflies 
are  kept  openly  in  the  land,  particularly  in  the  northern  parts 
of  the  kingdom  ?  how  many  trafficking  pricfls  and  Jefuits 
are  fwarming  among  us  ?  and  how  many  profeflt;d  Proteftartts 
are  there,  who  have  of  late  fliown  their  good  will  to  facrifice 
a  Proteftant  intereft  unto  the  will  of  a  Popifli  Pretender? 
Again,  in  our  national  covenant,  we  abjure  Prelacy  and  ty- 
ranny in  our  church-government :  but  though  Prelatic  ty- 
ranny be  not  eftabliflied,  yet  there  is  too  much  of  a  Prelatic 
fpirit  venting  itfelf  among  us  at  this  day,  while  many  are 
laying  claim  to  a  negative  voice  in  radical  judicatories,  over 
thefe  whofe  offices  gives  them  equal  intereft  in  the  government 
of  the  chufch  with  themfelves.  And  there  is  but  too  much 
tyranny  exercifed  over  the  Lord's  people  by  many  judica- 
tories of  the  church,  while  men  are  thruft  in  upon  them^  to 
take  the  rl^arge  of  their  fouls,  contrary  to  their  own  free 
choice  and  eledion.  Ch rift's  little  ones  are  but  too  little  regain- 
ed, if  the  world's  great  ones  be  gratified.  On  which  account 
many  of  the  Lord's  people  are  crying  at  this  day  with  the 
'church,  Cant.  v.  7.  **  The  watchmen  that  went  about  the  city, 
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found  me,  they  finote  me,  they  took  away  my  vail  from  me.** 
Again,  in  our  covenant,  we  abjure  fuperftition  in  worflirp ; 
and  yet,  to  the  fcandal  of  our  holy  rel'gioo,  it  is  not  only  to- 
lerate by  public  authority,  but  greedily  gone  after  by  many 
in  our  land.  Herefy^and  error  is  abjured  by  the  covenant, 
every  doftrine  inconfiftent  with  the  word  of  God,  and  our 
Confeflipn  of  Faith ;  and  yet  all  forts  of  errors  are  tolerate, 
except  rank  Popery,  and  bhfphenjiy  attain  ft  the  Trinity.  It 
is  true,  the  ftandard  of  our  do£trine  (bleffed  be  G5d)  remains 
pure  ;  but  it  is  to  be  lannented,  there  is  not  fo  much  zeal  dif- 
covcred  in  curbing  error,  as  our  covenant- vows  do  engage  us 
to.  Again,  in  our  covenant,  we  abjure  malignants,  that  is  to 
fay,  enemies  to  a  covenanted  work  of  reformation,  as  being 
no  members  of  our  church,  and  confequently  as  having  no 
right  to  the  privileges  thereof;  and  yet  malignant  lords  and 
lairds  are  the  men  who  are  generally  gratiiSed  in  the  affair  of 
planting  churches,  in  oppofition  unto  them  that  fear  God,  and 
who,  on  all  occafions,  difcover  their  love  and  regard  for  a  co- 
venanted work  of  reformation.  Again,  in  the  covenant,  we 
fwear  againft  a  deteftable  neutrality  and  indifferency  in  the 
caufe  of  God  and  religion  ;  and  yet  how  many  Gallios  are 
there  among  us,  who  are  indifierent  whether  the  intereft  of 
Chrift  fink  or  fwim  ?  And  does  it  not  difcover  too  much  of  a 
lamentable  lukewarmnefs  and  indifferency  of  fpirit  about  the 
way  and  work  of  God,  when  we  are  beginning  to  abridge  the 
ordinary  number  of  our  fermons  at  our  folemn  gofpel-feffi- 
vals,  and  to  diminifh  the  folemnity  thereof,  which  has  been  fo 
remarkably  owned  of  God  ?  What  elfe  is  this,  but  a  fnuffing 
at  his  ordinances,  and  faying  pradlically.  What  a  wearinefs  is 
it  ?  Mai.  i.  13.  Sirs,  whatever  fome  may  think  of  the  mat- 
ter, yet  I  know  that  the  hearts  of  many  of  the  Lord's  people 
are  forrowfuly  even  unto  groaning,  for  the  folemn  afjemhly. 
I  ftiall  not  fay,  that  what  is  now  tranfaded  of  late,  with  relatioa 
to  thi^  matter,  is  a  breach  of  our  national  covenant ;  but  I 
fay,  it  feems  to  be  a  fad  evidence  of  the  lukewarmnefs  of  our 
fpirlts  about  the  way  and  work  of  God.  And  I  find,  that  a 
**  changing  of  the  ordinances,  and  a  breaking  of  the  everlaft- 
ing  covenant,"  go'together  in  fcripture.  If.  xxiv.  5. 

I  might  have  told  you  of  many  other  thin^rs  that  break  and 
burden  the  fpirits  of  the  Lord's  people  at  this  day;  particu- 
larly, of  the  removing  of  the  righteous  by  death  ;  which,  as  it 
is  a  great  and  heavy  judgement  in  itfelf,  fo  it  is  an  ordinary 
forerunner  of  fome  heavy  calamity  approaching;  If.  Ivii.  i. 
**  Merciful  men  are  taken  away,  no-ie  confidering  th^t  the 
righteous  is  taken  away  from  the  evil  to  come.'*  And  I  fup- 
pofe  there  may  be  many  hearing  me,  whbfe  Uearts  are  in- 
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wardly  groaniDg  to  this  day,  for  the  removal  of  that  emiuent 
light  (Mr  Jftmes  Webfter),  which  fliined  with  fuch  a  refrefli- 
ing  luftre  from  this  pulpit  among  you  fo  many  years.  It 
bodes  ill  .to  our  Zion,  wheu  fuch  watchmen  are  called  off' 
from  her  walls,  as,  on  all  occalions,  were  ready  to  blow  the 
trumpet  upon  the  approach  of  any  danger  from  earth  or  hell. 
But  I  pafs  this  ufe,  and  go  on  to 

A  fourth  ufe  of  the  do£lrine,  which  fliall  be  in  a  word  to 
two  forts  of  perfons. 

Firji^  A  word  to  you  who  are  not  burdened  in  this  taber- 
nacle. Ye  never  knew  what  it  was  to  groan,  either  for  your 
own  fins,  or  for  the  fins  of  the  land  wherein  you  live,  or  the 
tokens  of  God's  anger,  which  are  to  be  found  among  us  y. 
thcfe  are  things  of  no  account  with  them,  they  can  go.  very 
lightly  and  eaiily  under  them.  All  I  Ihall  fay  to  you,  fhall 
be  comprifed  in  thefe  two  or  three  words. 

1.  It  feems  the  adamant  and  nether-millftone  ye  carry  in  • 
your  breaft,  was  never  to  this  day  broken  by  the  power  o£ 
regenerating  grace.  And  therefore,  I  may  fay  to  you,  as 
Peter  faid  to  Simon  Magus,  "  Ye  are  yet  in  the  gall  of  bit- 
ternefs  and  in  the  bond  of  iniquity,"  A6ts  viii.  23.  Ye  arc 
under  the  flavery  of  Satan,  and  the  curfe  of  the  law,  and 
wrath  of  God  j  and  thefe  are  heavy  burdens,  whether  ye  feel 
them  or  not. 

2.  Know  it  for  a  certainty,  that,  except  mercy  and  repen- 
tance interpofe,  your  groaning  time  is  coming.  However  ye 
make  light  of  fin  now,  and  of  things  ferious  and  facred ;  yet 
ye  will  find  them  to  be  fad  and  weighty  things  when  death  is 
fitting  down  upon  your  eye-lids,  when  your  eye-ftrings  are 
breaking,  and  your  fouls  taking  their  flight  into  another 
world.  O  '*  what  will  ye  do  in  the  day  of  vifitation  ?  to 
whom  will  ye  flee  for  help  ?  and  where  will  ye  leave  your 
glory?"  If.  X.  3.  When  ye  are  Handing  trembling  panncls. 
before  the  awfiU  bar  of  the  great  Jehovah,  will  ye  make  liglit 
of  fin  then  ?  Or  will  ye  make  light  of  it,  when,  with  Dives, 
ye  are  weltering  among  the  flames  of  hell  ?  O  **  confider 
this,  ye  that  forget  God,  left  he  tear  you  in  pieces,  and  there 
be  none  to  deliver.  Be  afflided,  and  mourn,  and  weep :  let 
your  laughter  he  turned  to  mourning,  and  your  joy  to  hea- 
vinefs."  Whether  do  ye  think  it  is  better  to  groan  a  while 
in  this  tabernacle  under  the  burden  of  fin,  or  to  groan  for 
ever  under  the  weight  of  God's  vengeance,  while  an  endlefs 
eternity  endures  ? 

Secondly y  A  fecond  fort  I  would  fpeak  a  Word  unto,  are 
pooT,  broken,  and  burdened  believers,  who  are  groaning  un- 
der  the  weight  of  thefe  burdens  1  ideution^^.    1  o^\y  ^^^r- 


Tie  Groans  of  Believers  under  their  Burdens,        115 

twro  or  three  things  for  your  encouragement,  wjth  which  I 
ihali  clofe ;  for  we  are  to  cooifort  them  that  mourn  in  Zion. 

1.  Know  for  thy  comfort,  poor  believer,  that  thy  tender- 
liearted  Father  is  privy  to  all  thy  fecret  groans ;  though  the. 
world  know  nothing  about  them,  he  hears  them.  **  Lord 
(fays  David),  all  my  defire  is  before  thee :  and  my  groaning 
is  not  hid  from  thee,"  Pfal.  xxxviii.  9.  As  he  puts  thy 
tears  in  his  bottle,  fo  he  marks  iown  thy  groans  in  the  book 
of  his  remembrance. 

2.  As  the  Lord  hears  thy  groans,  fo  he  groans  with  thee 
Tiildcr  all  thy  burdens :  for  "  he  is  touched  with  the  feeling 
of  our  infirmities ;  and  in  all  our  aflSi^tions  he  is  afflifted." 
He  has  the  bowels  of  a  father  unto  his  children :  Pfal.  ciii.  13. 
*•  A.S  a  father  pitieth  his  children  :  fo  the  Lord  pitieth  them 
that  fear  him."  Yea,  his  heart  is  fo  tender  toward  thee,  that 
it  is  compared  to  the  tender  affedion  of  a  mother  to  her  fuck- 
ing child.     And  therefore,' 

3.  Know  for  thy  encouragement,  that  thou  art  not  alone 
under, thy  burdens.  No  :  "  The  eternal  God  is  thy  refuge, 
and  underneath  apre  the  everlafting  arms."  He  bears  thee 
and  thy  burdens  both  :  and  therefore  though  thou  may  "  pafs 
through  the  fire  and  water ;  yet  the  fire  fhall  not  burn  thee, 
the  waters  ofadverfity  fhall  not  overwhelm  thee." 

4.  Know  for  thy  comfort,  that  whatever  be  thy  burden, 
and  however  heavy  thy  groanings  are,  there  is  abundant  con- 
folation  provided  for  thee  in  God's  covenant.  And  here  I 
might  go  through  the  feveral  burdens  of  the  Lord*s  people, 
and  offer  a  word  of  encouragement  to  you  under  each.  I 
fliall  only  touch  them  paffingly. 

1/?,  Art  thou  burdened  with  the  body  of  clay  ?  Perhaps 
thy  clay- cottage  is  always  like  to  drop  down  every  day ;  and 
this  fills  thee  with  heavinefs.  Well,  believer,  know  for  thy 
comfort,  that,  **  if  the  earthly  houfe  of  this  tabernacle  were 
diffolved,  thou  haft  a  building  of  God,  an  houfe  not  made  with 
hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens.  There  are  manfions  of  glory 
prepared  for  thee  there,  where  thou  **  flialt  be  for  ever  with 
the  Lord." 

2d/yy  Art  thou  burdened  with  a  burden  of  fin,  crying,  *'  O 
wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  fliall  deliver  me  from  the  body 
of  this  death  ?"  Well,  here  is  comfort,  believer,  thy  "  old 
man  is  crucified  with  Chrift,  that  the  body  of  fia  mi^ht  bo 
deftroyed."  Ere  long  he  will  prefect  thee  to  his  Father, 
*'  without  fpot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  fuch  thing.*' 

^dly,  Art  thou  burdened  with  the  fenfe  of  much  aftual 
guilt  ^  Art  thon  crying,  v/ith  David,  "  Mine  \iv\c^\X\^'i  ^.x^ 
gofle  over  mine  head:  as  an  heavy  burden  t\\ey  at^x.oo\\^'3c^^ 
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for  me?"  Well,  but  confider,  bejiever,  "  God  is  faithful  to 
forgive  jthee :"  for  he  has  faid,  "  I  will  be  merciful  to  their 
unrighteoufnefs,  and  their  iins  and  their  iniquities  will  I  re- 
member no  more." 

^thly^  Art  thou  burdened  with  the  temptations  and  fiery 
darts  of  Satan  ?  Well,  but  confider,  believer,  Chrift  thy  glo- 
rious head,  the  true  feed  of  the  woman,  he  has  bruifed  the 
head  of  the  old  ferpent ;  *•  through  death  he  has  deflroyed 
him  that  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is,  the  devil."  And  as 
he  overcame  him  in  his  own  perfoii,  fo  he  will  make  thee  to 
overcome  him  in  thy  perfon  ere  long:  "  Tlie  God  of  peace 
fliall  bruife  Satan  under  ycur  feet  fhortly." 

^tblyy  Is  the  fociety  of  the  Vicked  thy  burden  ?  Art  thou 
crying,  ^^  Wo  is  me,  that  1  fojourn  in  Mefech  ?  Why,  con- 
fider, that  thou  fhalt  get  other  company  ere  long ;  when  thou 
putteft  off  this  clay-tabernacle,  thou  fl)alt  enter  in  among 
*^  the  fpirits  of  jull  men  made  perfeft."  Oiily  ftand  thy 
ground,  and  be  not  conform  to  the  world. 

6thly,  Art  thou  burdened  with  the  abounding  fins  and 
backflidings  of  the  day  and  generation  wherein  thou  liveft? 
Well,  be  cQmfortcd,  Gobi's  mark  is  upon  thee  as  one  of  the 
mourners  in  Zion  ;  and,  in  the  day  when  the  man  with  the 
daughter- weapon  ihall  go  through,  God  will  give  a  charge 
not  to  come  near  any  upon  whom  his  mark  is  found  :  ^'  Thou 
ihalt  be  hid  in  the  day  of  the  Lord's  anger." 

^thly,  Art  thcu  burdened  with  the  concerns  of  Chrift,  with 
the  interefts  of  his  kingdom  and  glory  ?  Is  thy  heart,  with 
Eli's,  "  trembling  for  fear  of  the  ark  of  the  Lord,"  left  it^get 
a  wrong  tcuch  ?  Know,  for  thy  encouragement,  that  **  the 
Lord  fhall  reign  for  ever,  even  thy  God,  O  Zion,  unto  all  ge- 
nerations ;  and  that,  though  clouds  and  darknefs  be  round 
about  bin.,  yet  righteoufnefs  and  judgement  are  the  habitation 
of  Lis  throne,  and  mercy  and  truth  fliall  go  before  his  face.** 
Though  his  way  be  in  the  whiri-wind,  and  his  footfleps  in  tht 
great  waters-,  yet  he  carries  on  the  defigns  of  his  glory,  and 
his  church's  good.  And  as  for  thee  that  art  "  forrowful  for 
the  folemn  aflen.bly,  to  whom  the  reproach  of  it  is  a  burden," 
,  God  will  gather  thee  unto  himfelf ;  he  will  gather  thee  unto 
the  "  general  affembly,  and  church  of  the  firft-born." 

Zthly,  Art  thou  burdened  with  manifold  affliftions  in  thy 
body,  in  thy  eftate,  in  thy  name,  in  thy  relations  ?  Know  for 
thy  comfort,  God  is  carrying  on  a  defign  of  love  to  thee  in  all 
thefe  things :  "  Thy  liglit  affliclions,  which  are  but  for  a  mo- 
ment, will  work  for  thee  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal 
weight  of  glory."  See  a  fweet  prophecy  for  thy  comfort.  If. 
liv.  II.  \%. 

^thly.  Art 


,  The  Groans  of  Bilievirt  under  their  Burdens.        117 

^hly^  Art  thou  burdened  with  much  weighty  work  ?  Per- 
haps thou  knoweil  not  how  to  manage  this  aiid  the  other 
dutv ;  how  to  adventure  to  a  communion-taWe,  or  the  like. 
Well,  for  thy  encouragement,  poor  foul,  the  Lord  **  fends 
none  a  warfare  upon  their  own  charges.'*  And  therefore 
look  to  him,  that  he  may  bear  thy  charges  out  6f  the  flock 
that  is  in  thy  elder  brother's  hand ;  and  "  go  in  his  firength^ 
making  mention  of  his  righteoufnefs." 

io^i&^.  Art  thou  under  the  burden  of  much  darknefs,  cry- 
ing, with  Job,  "  Behold,  I  go  forward,  but  he  is  not  there ; 
and  backward,  but  I  cannot  perceive  him  ?"  &c.  Job  xxiii.  8; 
Well,  be  comforted;  for  **  unto  the  upright  there  arifeth 
light  in  the  darknefs.  Unto  you  that  fear  my  name,  flialt 
the  fun  of  rightcoufnefs  arife  with  healing  in  his  wings." 
And  therefore  fay  thou  with  the  church,  Mic.  vii.  9.  "  He 
will  bring  mc  forth  to  the  light,  and  1  fliall  behold  his  righ- 
teoufnefs."     Again, 

zithly^  Art  thou  burdened  with  the  Lord's  diftance  from 
thy  fpul,  **  becaufe  the  Comforter  that  fiiould  relieve  thy  foul, 
is  far  from  thee?"  Lam.  i.  16.  Well,  be  comforted,  "  He 
will  not  contend  for  ever,"  he  has  promifed  to  return.  If.  liv. 
7.  8.  The  Lord  x:annot  keep  up  himfelf  long  from  the  poor 
foul  that  is  weeping  and  groaning  alter  him ;  as  we  fee  in 
Ephraim,  Jer.  xxxL  18.  &c.     Again, 

iitbly.  Art  thou  burdened  with  the  fear  of  death?  Know 
£or  thy  comfort,  the  fling  of  death  is  gone,  and  it  cannot  hurt 
thee:  Hof.  xiii.  14.  **  I  will  ranfom  them  from  the  power 
of  the  grave :  I  will  redeem  thee  from  death :  O  death,  1  will 
be  thy  plague ;  O  grave,  I  will  be  thy  deftruaion." 

Lqflly,  Art  thou  burdened  with  the  death  of  the  rightebus, 
particularly  with  the  lofs  of  faithful  minifters  ?  Well,  be  en- 
couraged, that  though  the  Lord  take  away  an  Elijah,  yet  the 
Lord  Gk)d  of  Elijsdi  lives,  and  the  rejidue  of  the  Spirit  is  ftill 
with  him.  And  therefore  take  up  David's  fong,  and  Cng, 
**  The  Lord  livcth,  and  bleffed  be  mj  rock :  and  let  the  Go4  . 
of  my  falvation  be  exalted." 
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THE  BELIEVER  EXALTEP  IN  IMPUTED  RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

A      S    E    R    M    O    N, 

PREACHED  AT  THE   CELEBRATION  OF  THE  X^ORD's  SUPPER  AT 
LARGO,  SABBATH  MORNING,  JUNi;  4.  1 72 1. 

If.  xlv.  24.  25. — Surelyyjhali  one  fay^  in  the  Lord  have  I  righ-r 
teoufnefs  andjlrength  :  even  to  him  Jhatl  men  come  ;  and  all 
that  ar^  incenfed  againft  himjhall  he  ajhamed*  In  the  Lord 
Jhall  all  thefied  of  Ifrael  he  jujiified^  and Jhall  glory. 

[Xhe  fubjed  of  the  following  difcourfe  is  high, .  noble,  and  excellent. 
But  my  dcfign  at  that  time,  being  only  to  preface  a  little  before  the 
action 'ftrmort,  by  that  eminent  and  worthy  fervant  of  Chrift,  Mr 
William  Moncrief,  I  toc«k  care  to  abridge  my  thoughts  ppoh  it'aa 
much  as  pofflble.    I  have  fince  handled  the  fame  tt-xt,  in  my  ordina- 
ry, at  far  greater  length.    But  the  difcourfe  having  been  quarrelled, 
as  was  hinted  in  the  preface  to  that  on  Rev.  iii.  4.    I  judged  it  fit  tp 
fend  it  abroad,  in  the  very  fame  drefs  in  which,  to  the  beft  of  my  re- 
membrance, it  was  delivered.     It  is  not  accuracy  of  itile  or  method 
I  fet  up  for,  but  the  edification  of  the  poor,  to  whom  the  gofpel  is 
preached ;  and  therefore  fhall  contend  with  none  upon  thofe  heads. 
But  as  for  the  dodrines  here  delivered,  if  I,durft  not  hazard  my  own 
falvation  upon  the  truth  of  them,  I  had  never  adventured  to  preach 
them  as  the  truths  of  God  to  others.    I  am  fully  perfuaded,  that  one 
great  reafon  why  the  gofpel  has  fo  little  fuccefs  in  our  day,  is,  be- 
caufe  our  difcourfes  generally  are  fo  little  calculate  for  pulling  down 
'  our  own,  and  exalting  the  righteoufutfs  of  Chrift,  ns  the  alone  foun- 
dation which  God  hath  laid  in  Zion.     Our  fermons  lofe  their  favour 
and  efficacy  for  falvation,  if  this  be  wanting :  and  I  humbly  thir.k 
the  great  apoftle  Paul  was  of  this  mind,  Rom,  i.  16.17.  <*  I  am  not 
albamed  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  :    for  it  is  the  power  of  God  unto 
falvation,  to  every  one  that  believeth."    And  if  \x\y  afk,  Whence 
comes  the  gofpel  to  have  fuch  power  to  falvation  ?   He  immediately 
anfwers,  "  For  therein  is  the  righ teoufnefs  of  God  revealed  from 
faith  to  faith."] 

Pfal.  Ixxxix.  iS.-r-In  thy  name  JhaU  they  rejoice  all  the  day  : 
and  in  thy  righteoufnefs  Jhall  they  he  exalted. 

THE  pfalmift,  in  the  beginning  of  this  pfaln^,  having  rnn 
out  at  a  great  length  in  the  praife  ar.d  commendation 
of  the  God  of  Ifrael,  he  comes,  from  the  15th  vcrfe  of  the 
pfalm,  to  declare  the  happir.efs  of  his  Ifrad,  or  of  true  belie- 
vers, of  whom  Ifrael  according  to  the  fltfh  were  a  type. 

Now^ 


^be  Believer  exalted  iii  imputed  Righteoufnefs.       119 

Now,  God's  Ifrael  are  a  happy  people  upon  feveral  ac- 
counts. I .  Becaufe  thej  are  privileged  to  know  the  joyful 
foundy  in  the  beginning  of  the  15th  verfe.  The  gofpel  has  a 
joyful  found  j  a  found  of  peace,  a  found  of  life,  a  fouiid  of  lU 
berty  and  falvation.  You  are  all  privileged  to  hear  this  found 
with  your  bodily  ears ;  but  the  great  queftion  is,  if  you  do 
know  it>  underftand  itj  and  give  faith's  entertainment  to  it  ? 
Alasi !  Ifaiah's  lamentation  may  but  too  juftly  be  continued^ 
with  refpe6t  to  the  greateft  part  of  the  hearers  of  the  gofpel, 
"  Who  hath  believed  our  report  ?"  2.  God's  Ifrael  are  a  hap- 
py people,  becaufe  they  **  walk  in  the  light  of  his  counte- 
nance,'* in  the  clofe  of  the  15th  verfe.  They  are  privileged 
with  the  fpecial  intimations  of  his  love,  which  puts  more  glad^^ 
nefs  in  their  hearts,  than  when  corn,  wine,  and  oil^doth  a- 
bound.  3.  Whatever  difcouragement  tliey  may  meet  with, 
from  the  world,  yet  ftill  they  have  ground  of  rejoicing  in  theic 
God :  "  In  thy  name  fliall  they  rejoice  all  the  day ;"  and, 
**  Thanks  be  unto  God  (fays  the  apoftle),  who  always.caufeth 
us  to  triumph  in  Chrift."  4.  Their  happinefs  is  evident 
from  this,  that  they  are  dignified  and  exalted  above  others^ 
by  the  immaculate  robe  of  a  Surety's  righteoufnefs  ;  as  youL 
fee  in  the  words  of  my  text,  In  thy  rigbt^ufnefs  Jhtill  they  be 
exalted. 

In  which  words  briefly  we  may  notice^  i.  The  believer's 
promotion  ;  he  is  exalted.  In  the  firft  Adam  we  were  deba- 
fed  unto  the  loweft  hell,  the  crown  having  fallen  from  our 
heads  :  but  in  Chrifl,  the  fecond  Adam,  we  are  again  exalted ; 
yea,  exalted  as  high  as  heaven,  for  we  **  fit  together  with  him 
in  heavenly  places,"  fays  the  apofl:le.  This  is  an  incredible 
paradox  to  a  blind  world,  that  the  believer,  who  is  fitting  at 
this  moment  upon  the  dunghill  of  this  earth,  fliould  at  the 
fame  time  be  fitting  in  heaven  in  Chrift,  his  glorious  head  and 
reprefentative ;  and  yet  it  is  indifputably  true,  that  we  "  fit 
together  with  him  in  heavenly  places,"  Eph.  ii.  6.  Yea,  in 
him  he  '*  rules  the  nations  with  a  rod  of  iron,"  and  triumphs 
over,  and  treadeth  upon  all  the  powers  of  hell.  2.  We  have 
the  ground  of  the  believer's  preferment  and  exaltation  j  it  is 
in  thy  righteoufnefs.  It  is  not  in  any  righteoufnefs  of  his 
^wn  ;  no ;  this  he  utterly  difclaims,  reckoning  it  but  dung 
and  lofsy  filthy  rags,  dogs  meat :  but  it  is  in  thy  righteoufnefs  j 
that  is,  the  righteoufnefs  of  God,  as  the  apoftle  calls  it,  Rom. 
i.  17.  "  The  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  God  by  faith,"  Phil, 
iii.  9.  The  righteoufnefs  of  God  is  varioufly  taken  in  fcrip- 
ture.  Sometimes  for  the  infinite  reftitude  and  equity  of  his 
nature:  Pfal.  xi.  7.  "  The  righteous  Lord  loveth  rignteouf- 
nefs."     Sometimes  for  his  redoral  ec^^uvty,   ot  dift.i\Wv\N?i 

P  2  ':^\\Xaq.^ 
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juftice,  which  he  exercifeth  in  the  government  of  thi;  world, 
rewarding  the  good^.  and  puniOiing  evil-doers :  Pfah  xcvii.  %. 
'<  Righteoufnefs  and  judgement  are  the  habitation  of  his 
throne."  Sometimes  it  is  put  for  his  veracity  and  faithful* 
nefs  in  accomplifhing  his  word  of  promife^  o|r  in  executing  hia 
word  of  threatening:  Pftd.  xxxvi.  $.  6.  *^  Thj  faithfulneOi 
reacheth  unto  the  clouds :  thy  righteoufnefs  is  like  the  great 
mountains."  Sometimes  it  is  put  for  the  perfect  righteouf- 
nefs which  Chrift  the  Son  of  God  as  our  Surety  and  Mediator 
brought  in,  by  his  obedience  to  the  law,  and  death  on  the  crofs, 
for  the  juftification  of  guilty  finners :  and  this,  as  I  faid,  vi 
frequently  called  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  ;  and  in  this  fcnfc  I 
underftand  it  here  in  the  text.  In  thy  righteoufmfs  fball  they 
he  exalted. 

The  obfervation  is  much  the  fame  with  the  words  tfaen»- 
felves.  Namely,  That  in,  or  by,  the  righteoufnefs  ofChrifi,  h^ 
lievers  are  exalted.  Or  thus.  Whatever  honour  or  happinefs 
believers  are  Exalted  to,  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  is  the  gromed 
and  foundation  of  it.  It  is  all  owing  to  the  complete  obedi- 
ence, and  meritorious  death  of  the  ever-blefTed  Surety.  Tbis 
is  the  foundation  which  God  hath  laid  in  Zion,  upon  whioh 
all  our  happinefs  in  time  and  through  eternity  is  built. 

I  have  not  time  now  to  adduce  parallel  texts  of  fcripture 
for  the  confirmation  of  this  doArine,  neither  can  I  fland  upoa 
a  long  profecution  of  it,  confidering  what  great  work  you 
have  before  you  through  the  day.  All  I  ihall  do,  fball  be 
only, 

I.  To  offer  a  few  proportions  anent  this  righteoufnefs,  that 
you  may  underfland  both  the  nature  and  neceffity  of  it. 

II.  Give  you  a  few  of  its  properties,  to  clear  its  excel* 
lency. 

III.  Speak  a  little  of  the  believer's  exaltation  by  virtue  of 
this  righteoufnefs.  * 

I'V.  Apply. 

I.  For  the  firfl  thing,  to  offer  2ifew  propqfitions  anent  this 
righteoufnefs  for  clearing  its  nature  and  necefjity. 

I.  Then,  you  would  know,  that  God  having  made  man  a 
ratioiud  creature,  capable  of  moral  government,  he  gave  him 
a  law  fuited  to  his  nature,  by  whicih  he  was  to  govern  him* 
felf  in  the  duties  he  owed  to  God  his  great  Creator.  '  This 
law  was  delivered  to  man  in  the  form  of  a  covenant,  with  a 
promife  of  life  upon  the  condition  of  pcrfcS  obedience,  and  a 
threatening  of  death  in  cafe  of  difobedicnce,  Gen.  ii.  17. 

Thu* 
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Thus  flood  matters  between  God  and  maa  ia  a  ftate  of  inno* 

2.  Adam,  and  all  his  pofterky  in  him,  and  with  him,  ha« 
viog  broken  the  coTeoant^  arc  become  liable  to  the  curfe,  and 
penalty  of  it ;  fo  that  our  falvatioa  is  become  abfolutelj  im- 
poffible,  until  juftice  be  fatis&ed^  and  the  honour  of  the  bro« 
ken  law  be  repaired.  The  law  and  juftice  of  God  are  verj 
peremptory,  and  ftaad  upon  a  full  iatisfaftion  and  reparation, 
otherwife  heaven's  gates  fliail  be  ihut,  and  eternally  barred 
■againft  man  and  all  his  pofterity*  The  ffaming  fword  of 
juftice  turns  every  way,  too  keep  us  from  accefs  unto  the  pa» 
xadife  that  ifr  above. 

.  3.  While  man  in  thefe  circumftances  was  expeding  no* 
thing  but  -to  fall  an  eternal  facrifice  unto"  divine  juftice,  the 
eternal  Son  of  God,  in  his  infinite  love  and  pity  to  periftiing 
finners,  fteps  in  as  a  Mediator  and  Surety ;  offering  not  only 
to  take  our  nature,  but  \o  take  our  law-place,  to  ftand  in  our 
room  and  ftead :  whereby  the  whole  obligation  of  the  law, 
both  penal  and  perceptive,  did  fall  upon  him ;  that  is,  he  be- 
comes liable  and  obliged  both  to  fulfil  the  command,  and  to 
endure  the  curfe  of  the  covenant  of  works,  which  we  had 
violate.  And  here,  by  the  way,  it  is  fit  to  advertife  you, 
that  it  was  an  aft  of  amafing  grace  in  the  Lord  Jehovah,  to 
admit  a  Surety  in  our  room ;  for,  had  he  ftood  to  the  rigour 
and  fevcrity  of  the  law,  he  would  have  demanded  a  perfonal 
iatisfaftion,  without  admitting  of  the  fatisfaftion  of  a  Surety: 
in  which  cafe  Adam,  and  all  his  pofterity,  had  fallen  tmder 
the  ftroke  of  avenging  juftice  through  eternity.  But  glory  to 
God  in  the  higheft,  who  not  only  admitted  of  a  Surety,  but 
provided  one,  and  laid  help  upon  one  that  is  mighty. 

4.  Chrift,  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  being  in  **  the  fiilnefs 
of  time,  made  of  a  woman,  and  made  under  the  law,"  as  our 
Surety,  he  aftually,  in  our  room  and  ftead,  fulfilled  the  whole 
terms  of  the  covenant  of  works  ;  that  is,  in  a  word,  he  obeyed 
.  all  the  commands  of  the  law,  and  endured  the  curfe  of  it,  and 
thereby  brings  in  a  complete  law-righteoufncfs;  whereby 
guilty  finners  are  juftified  before  God.  And  this  is  the  righ- 
teoufnefs  by  which  we  are  exalted.  By  his  aftive  and  paf- 
five  obedience,  he  magnifies  the  law^  and  tnakes  it  honourable^ 
and  the  Lord  declares  himfelf  to  be  well pkafed  for  his  righte^ 
oufnefs  fake. 

Although  Chrift  obeyed  the  law,  and  fatisfied  juftice,  and 
thereby  brouglit  in  an  everlafting  law-righteoufnefs  for  a 
whole  eleft  world ;  yet  the  eleft  of  God  are  never  exalted  by 
virtue  of  this  righteoufnefs,  till,  in  a  day  of  power,  they  1>5 
brought  to  receive -it  by  faith,  and  fubmit  to  it  for  juftifi- 
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cation  before  God.   (We  difclaim  that  Antinomian  errof, 

of  an  aftual  juftification  from  eternity,  or  yet  of  a  formal 

juftification,  bearing  date  from  the  death  of  Chrift.  We  own, 

indeed,  with  vill  Proteftant  found  divines,  that  it  was  the  pur* 

,  pofe  of  God  to  juflify  his  ele6t  from  eternity,  and  that  all 

-^J     the  eleft  were  reprefented  by  Chrift  in  his  obedience  unto 

/       the  death  ;  bat  that  they  are  aftually  juftified  before  convert 

fion,  or  before  their  application  by  faith  unto  the  blood  of 

Jefus,  is  impoflible  ;  becaufe  the  fentence  of  the  broken  law 

ftands  always  in  force  agjdnft  them,  till  they  adually  believe 

in  the  Son  of  God  ;  for  he  that  believeth  net,  is  condemned  al^^ 

ready.     And  how  can  they  be  both  juftified  and  condemned 

at  the  fame  time  ?    Till  then,  they  are  children  of  wrath  even 

as  others.J 

6.  This  righteoufnefs  of  the  Surety  is  conveyed  unto  us 
by  imputation ;  as  is  abundantly  plain  from  many  places  of 
fcripture,  particularly  Rom.  iv.  6.  ii.  12.  23.  24.  God 
reckons  what  the  Surety  did  in  our  room  unto  us  ;  fo  that 
his  righteoufnefs  becomes  as  much  ours  for  juftification  be- 
fore God,  as  though  we  had  obeyed  the  law,  and  fatisfied 
juftice  in  our  own  perfon.  Now,  this  imputation  of  the 
Surety's  righteoufnefs  runs  principally  upon  thefe  two  or 
three  things,  (i.)  Upon  the  eternal  tranfaclion  between  the 
Fkther  and  the  Son,  wherein  the  Son  of  God  was  chofen  and 
fuftained  as  the  Surety  of  an  elc6l  world.  Then  it  was  that 
he  gavt  bond  to  tlie  Father,  to  pay  their  debt  in  the  red  gold 
of  his  blood,  faying,  **  Sacrifice  and  offering  thou  didft  not 
defire : — Lo,  I  come  : — I  delight  to  do  thy  will."  (2.)  It  is 
grounded  upon  the  a£lual  imputation  of  our  fins  unto  him : ' 
"  The  Lord  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all."  There  is  a 
bleffed  exchange  of  places  between  Chrift  and  his  people  : 
he  takes  on  our  fin  and  un righteoufnefs,  tliat  we  may  be 
clothed  with  the  white  robe  of  his  righteoufnefs  :  2  Cor. 
V.  21.  "  He  was  made  fin  for  us,  who  knew  no  fin  ;  that  we 
might  be  made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him."  (3.)  Thi^ 
imputation  goes  upon  the  ground  of  the  myftical  union  be- 
tween Clirift  and  the  believer.  When  the  poor  foul  is  de- 
termined in  a  day  of  power  to  embrace  tlie  Lord  Jefus  in  the 
arms  of  laith,  Chrift  and  he  in  that  very  moment  do  coalefce 
into  one  body.  He  beco>nes  a  branch  of  the  noble  vine  ;  a 
member  of  that  body  whereof  Chrift  is  the  glorious  Head  of 
eminence,  influence,  and  government  And  being  thus  united 
to  Chrift,  the  long  and  white  robe  of  the  Tllediator's  righte- 
oufnefs is  fpread  over  him ;  whereby  he  is  not  only  freed  from 
condemnation,  but  for  ever  fuftained  as  righteous  in  the  fight 
of  God :  I  Cor.  i.  30.  "  But  of  him  zx^  ye  in  Chrift  Jefus, 
2  '  who 
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Hvho  of  God  is  made  unto  us  wildom,  and  righteouiiieils^  and 
fandtificatioDy  and  redemption." 

II,  The  y^ro«^  general  head  was,  to  offer  a  few  properties 
of  this  righteoufnefs  in  which  believers  are  exaltedyfrom  whence 
its  excellency  will  appear, 

.  I.  Then,  it  is  an  every  vjzy  perfeB  ^wA.  fpotlefs  righteouf- 
nefs :  and  how  can  it  be  otherwiie,  feeing  it  is  the  righteouf- 
nefs of  God  ?  So  perfed  is  it,  that  the  holy  law  is  not  only 
fulfilled,  but  magnified  and  made  honourable  thereby,  if.  xlii. 
21.  So  perfeft  is  this  righteoufnefs,  tliat  the  piercing  eye  of 
infinite  juflice  cannot  find  the  leaft  flaw  in  it :  yea,  juftice  is 
fo  fully  fatisfied  therewith,  that  God  fpeaks  of  the  foul  who 
is  clothed  therewith,  as  though  it  were  in  a  ftate  of  innocen- 
cy,  and  perfe6lly  freed  from  fin  :  "  Thou  art  all  fair,  my  love, 
there  is  no  fpot  in  thee.  He  hath  not  beheld  iniquity  in  Ja- 
cob, neither  hath  he  feen  perverfenefs  in  Ifrael."  Indeed,  he 
beholds  many  fpots  in  the  believer,  confidered  in  himfclf  j 
but  not  a  fpot  is  in  him,  confidered  as  under  the  covert  of  this 
fpotlefs  righteoufnefs. 

,  2^  It  is  a  meritorious  righteoufnefs.  TChe  redemption  of  the 
foul  is  fo  preciousy  that  it  would  have  ceafed  for  ever,  unlefs 
it  had  been  redeemed  by  this  righteoufnefs ;  for  filver  and 
gold,  and  fuch  corruptible  things,  could  never  do  it.  Lay  hea- 
ven, and  all  the  glories  thereof,  in  the  balance  with  this  righ- 
teoufnefs, they  would  be  all  light  as  a  feather,  compared  with 
it.  Heaven  is  called  a  purchafed  inheritance^  and  this  righ- 
teoufnefs is  the  price  that  bought  it. .  There  is  fuch  merit  in 
•  it,  that  it  expiates  fins  of  the  blackefi:  hue,  and  redeems  a 
whole  eleft  world  from  wrath  and  ruin.  Yea,  fuch  is  the 
intrii  fie  value  of  it,  that,  had  it  been  fo  defigned,  it  was  fuffi- 
cient  to  have  redeemed  the  whole  pofterity  of  Adam,  yea,  ten 
thoufand  worlds  of  angels  and  men,  upon  a  fuppofition  of 
their  exiftence  and  fall.  O  with  what  confidence,  then,  may 
a  poor  foul  venture  its  eternal  falvation  upon  this  bottom  ! 

3.  It  is  an  incomparable  righteoufnefs.  There  is  no  righ- 
teoufnefs among  the  creatures  that  can  be  compared  with  it. 
Corrpare  it  with  our  own  righteoufnefs  by  the  law,  and  the 
apoftle  Paul  will  tell  us,  that  he  reckoned  his  Pharifaical  righ- 
teoufnefs before  converfion,  yea,  his  own  obedience  after  con-r 
verfion,  but  as  dung,  when  laid  in  the  balance  with  it,  Phil, 
iii.  8.  Compare  it  with  Adam's  righteoufnefs  in  a  ftate  of  in- 
nocence, or  yet  with  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  fpotlefs  angels, 
they  are  but  like  glow-worms,  when  compared  with  this  fun  : 
the  one  is  but  the  righteoufnefs  of  a  creature,  but  here  is  the 
righteoufnefs  of  God. 
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4.  It  is  ^foul-beautifying  and  adorning  righteoufhefs :  IH 
Ixi.  10.  '^  I  will  greadj  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  mj  foul  fhall  be 
joyful  in  my  God,  for  he  hath  clothed  me  with  the  garments 
of  falration,  he  hath  covered  me  with  the  robe  of  righteouf- 
nefs,  as  a  bridegroom  decketh  himfelf  with  ornaments,  and  as 
a  bride  adometh  herfelf  with  her  jewels.*'  The  poor  foul, 
that  was  black,  by  lying  among  the  pots ^  wheii  clothed  with 
this  robe,  (bines  **  as  the  wings  of  a  dove  covered  with  iXrtXp 
and  her  feathers  with  yellow  gold." 

5*  It  is  an  everlajiing  righteouihefs,  as  the  prophet  Daniel 
calls  it,  chap.  ix.  24.  Indeed  this  righteoufneCs  had  no  be* 
ing,  fave  in  the  purpofe  and  promife  of  God,  till  Chrift  ac- 
tually appeared  in  our  nature,  and  fatisfied  the  commands  of 
the  law,  and  demands  of  juftice  :  however,  upon  that  very  bc^ 
ing  that  it  had  in  the  purpofe  and  promife  of  God,  it.  became 
efiedual  for  the  juftificatipn  of  all  the  Old  Teflament  faints. 
This  righteoufnefs,  then,  I  fay,  is  an  everlafiing  righteoufne&y 
both  as  to  the  contrivance  and  duration  of  it.  The  contri- 
vance of  it  bears  date  from  the  council  of  peace  in  the  ancient 
years  of  eternity  ;  for  the  Surety  W2isfet  up  from  everlafting» 
And,  as  it  is  everlailing  in  its  root,  fo  alfo  in  its  fruit ;  for 
upon  this  righteoufnefs  the  faints  will  Hand,  and  be  aiToilzied, 
at  the  day  of  judgement^  and  upon  this  bottom  they  will 
have  their  ftanding  in  heaven  through  eternity.  The  fong 
of  the  redeemed  for  ever  will  be,  "  He  loved  us,  and  waflied 
us  from  our  fins  in  his  own  blood." 

6.  It  is  9i  fouUHgnifying  and  exalting  righteoufnefs.  Solo* 
oaon,  Prov.  xiv.  34.  fpeaking  of  equity  in  the  adminiftration  of 
juftice,  fays,  that  even  that  kind  of  righteoufnefs  exalteth  a 
nation,  I  am  fure  this  holds  true  of  the  imputed  righteouf- 
nefs  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  as  you  fee  in  laj  text.  In  thy  rigbte^ 
oufneft  fhall  they  be  exalted,     fiut  this  leads  to 

III.  The  third  thing  in  the  method,  which  was  to  fpeak  of 
the  believer*s  exaltation  by  virtue  of  this  righteoufnefs.  An4 
here  I  will  very  briefly  fhew,  i.  What  evils  it  exalts  him 
above.     2.  What  happinefs  and  dignity  it  exalts  him  to. 

Firfl^  What  evils  it  exalts  him  above. 

I.  It  exalts  him  above  the  law  as  a  covenant  of  works  ; 
yea,  above  both  the  commanding  and  the  condenming  powet: 
of  that  covenant.  **  Ye  are  not  under  the  la^  (fays  the 
apoftle),  but  under  grace,"  Rom.  vi.  14.  And  if  they  be  not 
under  it,  it  follows  that  they  are  exalted  aboye  it.  Indeed 
they  are  not,  and  cannot  be  above  it  as  a  rule  of  duty ;  no 
creature  can  be  difpenfed  from  the  obligation  of  yielding  obe- 
dience to  the  laws  of  the  great  Creator  5  and  the  believer,  in  a 

peculiar 
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p^culinr  manner,  is  bound  to  obey  the  law  of  a  Creator,  in 
the  hand  of  a  Mediator.  But  confidering  the  law  as  a  cove- 
nant of  works,  demanding  the  debt  of  obedience  as  a  condition 
of  life,  of  threatening  eternal  wrath  in  cafe  of  difobedience,  the 
believer,  is  indeed  exalted  above  it  bj  the  righteoufnefs  of 
Ghrift.  And  if  the  law  at  any  time  attempt  to  "bring  the  be- 
liever in  bondage  to  it,  he  is  to  (land  faft  in  the  liberty  where- 
with Chrift  hath  made  him  free*  The  bond  woman  Hagar, 
with  her  offspring  of  legal  fears  and  terrors,  are  call  out  by 
faith  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  Gal.  iv.  30.  If  a  believer  in 
Chrift  fllall  heat  the  thundcrings  and  curfes  of  mount  Ebal,  or 
Sinai^  he  has  no  reafon  to  be  affrighted ;  for  Chrift  by  his 
righteoufnefs  hath  redeemed  from  the  curfe  of  the  law, 
**  Thou  aft  not  come  unto  the  mount  that  might  be  touched, 
and  that  buriied  with  fire,  nor  unto  bkcknefs,  and  darkneft, 
and  teinpeft  : — ^but  thou  art  come  unto  mount  Sion, — and  to 
Jefus  the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  and  to  the  blood  of 
fprinklirig,  that  fpeaketh  better  things  than  that  of  Abel." 
The  believet  is  dead  to  the  law  by  the  body  of  Chrift,  being 
tnafried  unto  a  better  hufl)and,  even  him  that  is  raifed  from  the 
dead. 

a.  By  this  righteoufnefs  the  believer  is  exalted  above  thd 
world.  •  Rev.  xii.  i.  the  "  woman  clothed  with  the  fun,  has  th6 
moon  under  her  feet;'*  which  may  ftot  only  point  at  the  be- 
liever's duty  to  foar  heavenward  m  his  affcdiohs,  but  alfo  his 
privilege  in  Chrift,  to  trample  both  upon  the  frowns  and  flat- 
teries of  this  lower  world ;  according  to  that  of  the  apoftle, 
"  This  is  the  viftory  tliat  overcometh  the  World,  even  our 
faith." 

3.  By  this  righteoufnefs  he  is  exalted  above  the  power  and 
malice  of  Satan,  'ndeed  as  long  as  the  believer  is  on  this  fidd 
of  Jordan,  the  devil  will  be  haraflSing  him  with  his  fiery  darts, 
and  do  his  utmoft  to  make  him  go  halting  to  heaven  ;  but  by 
virtue  of  this  righteoufnefs,  namely,  the  doing  and  dying  ot  our 
ever-bleffed  Surety,  the  devil  is  both  difarmed  and  deftroyed. 
The  head  of  the  old  ferpent  is  briiifed ;  for  "  through  death 
he  deftroyed  him  that  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is,  the 
devil.  And  by  faith  in  the  blood  and  obedience  of  the  Lord 
Jefus,  the  believer  treads  Satan  under  his  feet ;  they  overccme 
him  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb, 

4.  By  this  righteoufnefs  the  believer  is  exalted  above  death. 
Perhaps  thou  art  in  bondage  through  fear  of  death  ;  thy  heart 
is  like  to  faint  and  fail  thee,  when  thou  Icokeft  to  the  fwellings 
of  this  Jordan.  But  take  a  view  of  this  righteoufnefs,  and^thou 
flialt  be  exalted  above  the  fears  of  it ;  for  although  thou  be 
liable  to  the  ftroke  of  death,  yet  by  this  righteoufnefs  thou  ait 

Vol.  I.  Q^  k^^^ 


1 26         iTbe  Believei'  exalted  in  imputed  Righteoufnefu 

freed  from  the  fting  of  it.  What  is  the  ftin^  of  death  ?  It  15 
fin.  Now,  Chrift  he  has  **  finifhed  franfgreffion,  and  made  an 
end  of  fin,  by  bringing  in  cverlafting  righteoufnefs.**  And 
therefore  thou  mayeft  roll  that  word  like  a  fweet  morfel  under 
thy  tongue,  Hof;  xiii.  14.  "I  will  ranfom  them  from  the 
power  of  the  grave :  I  will  redeem  them  from  death  :  O  death| 
I  will  be  thy  plagues  ;  O  grave  I  will  be  thy  deftruftion." 

5.  By  this  righteoufnefs  the  believer  is  exalted  above  all 
accufations,  from  whatever  airth  they  may  come,  Rom.  viii. 
^^,  There  the  apoftle  gives  a  bold  challenge,  **  Who  fhall  lay 
any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  eleft  ?"  The  challenge  is 
univerfal  in  refpeft  of  all  accufers  :  as  if  he  had  faid,  Is  there 
any  in  heaven,  earth,  or  hell,  that  can  accufe  them  ?  It  is 
UFiiverfal  in  refpeft  of  all  the  accufed ;  for  the  whole  eleft  of 
God  are  comprehended,  among  whom  there  have  been  as  great 
finners  as  ever  breathed  on  God's  earth.  And  it  is  univeffal 
in  refpedt  of  all  crimes  :  it  is  not  faid.  Who  fliall  lay  this,  or 
that,  or  the  other  crime  to  their  charge  ?  but  any  thing  /  and 
what  can  be  more  comprehenfive  ?  Now,  what  is  the  ground  of 
this  bold  challenge  ?  It  is  grounded  on  the  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrift  :  for,  fays  the  apoftle,  "  It  is  God  that  juftifieth  :  who 
is  he  that  condemneth  ?  It  is  Chrift  that  died,  yea  rather  that 
is  rifen  again,  &c."  * 

Secondly^  I  come  to  fhew  what  happinefs  or  dignity  the 
believer  is  exalted  to  by  virtue  of  this  righteoufnefs.  And, 
in  fo  many  words,  I  only  name  thefe  two  or  three  particu- 
lars. 

1 .  He  i§  exalted  by  it  unto  a  ftate  of  peace  and  reconcili- 
ation with  God :  Rom.  v.  i .  <*  Being  juftified  by  faith,  we 
have  peace  with  God."  God  for  ever  lays  afide  every  grudge 
in  his  heart  againft  the  foul  that  is  clothed  therewith. 

2.  They  are  exalted  by  this  righteoufnefs  unto  a  ftate  of 
fonftiip.  Chrift  was  **  made  under  the  law,  to  redeem  them 
that  were  under  the  law,  that  we  might  receive  the  adoption 
of  fons,'^  Gal.  iv.  4.  5. 

3.  Unto  a  ftate  of  fellowfliip  and  familiarity  with  God,  and 
accefs  to  him  with  holy  confidence  and  boldnefs  :  Heb.  x.  19. 
20.  21.  22.  **  Having  therefore,  brethren,  boldnefs  to  enter 
into  the  holieft  by  the  blood  of  Jefus,.  by  a  new  and  living 
way  which  he  hath  confecrated  for  us,  through  the  vail,  that 
IS  to  fay,  his  flefli;  and  having  an  high  prieft  over  the  houfe 
of  God  :  let  us  draw  near  with  a  true  heart,  in  full  aflurance 
of  faith."  Heb.  iv.  14.  16.  "  Seeing  then  that  we  have  a  great 
high  prieft,  that  is  pafled  into  the  heavens,  Jefus  the  Son  of 
God,  let  us  come  boldly  unto  the  throne  of  grace."  The 
believer  m^y  come,  under  the  cotert  of  this  righteoufnefs, 
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with  as  great  freedom  unto  God  as  his  Father  in  Chrift,  as 
ever  Adam  could  have  done  in  a  Hate  of  innocence. 

4.  At  laft  thou  (halt  be  exalted  to  a  ftate  of  endlefs  glory. 
For  heaven  (as  I  was  hinting  before)  is  the  purchafe  of  the 
obedience  and  death  of  Chrift  ;  and  faith  afted  on  this  righ- 
teoufnefs  and  fatisfadion,  is  the  path  of  life ^  by  which  we  en- 
ter into  thefe  rivers  of  pleafures^  and  thsX  fulnefs  of  joy  which 
is  at  God*s  right  hand  for  evermore. 

IV.  The  fourth  thing  was  the  application  of  the  doftrine. 
And  ttijjirjl  ufe  fhall  be  of  information^  in  thefe  few  parti- 
culars. 

1.  Is  It  fo,  that  in  a  Surety's  righteoufnefs  believers  are 
exalted  ?  then  fee  hence,  that  whatever  account  the  world 
may  make  of  them,  as  the  drofs  and  off-fcouring  of  the  earth, 
yet  they  are  dignified  perfons  in  God's  reckoning :  "  Since 
thou  waft  precious  in  my  fight,  thou  haft  been  honourable." 

2.  See  hence,  that  the  believer  has  no  ground  of  boafting. 
Why  ?  Becaufe  it  is  not  in  his  own,  but  in  Ch rift's  righteouf- 
nefs, that  he  is  exalted:  •*  Boafting  is  excluded",  fays  the  apoftle. 
*'  By  what  law  ?  of  works  !  Nay  5  but  by  the  law  of  faith," 
Rom.  iii.  27.  If  it  were  by  our  own  doingc  or  obedience 
that  we  were  exalted,  we  would  have  fomething  to  boaft  of: 
but  fince  it  is  in  his  right«oufiiefs  that  we  are  exalted,  we  have 
nothing  whereof  to  glory  in  ourfelves.  There  are  three 
queftions  that  the  apoflJe  afks,  which  may  filence  all  flefii, 
and  put  all  boafters  to  an  eternal  blufli,  i  Cor.  iv#  7.  **  Who 
maketh  thee  to  differ  ?  What  haft  thou  that  thou  didft  not 
receive  ?  Why  doft  thou  glory  as  if  thou  hadft  not  received 
it  ?"  Let  believers  themfelves  pofe  their  fouls  with  thefe,  or 
the  like  inquiries,  when  pride  begins  to  arife  in  their  breafts. 

3.  See  hence  what  obligation  we  lie  under  to  the  Lord 
Jefus ;  who,  although  he  was  the  great  Lawgiver,  yet  was 
content  to  be  made  under  the  law ;  though  he  was  the  Lord 
of  life,  yet  humbled  himfelf  unto  the  death,  to  bring  in  that 
righteoufnefs  by  which  we  are  exalted.  He  was  content  to 
be  numbered  among  the  tranfgreffors,  that  we  might  be  count- 
ed among  the  righteous ;  he  was  content  to  become  fin,  that 
we  might  be  made  the  righteournefs  of  God ;  content  to  be- 
come a  curfe  for  us,  that  the  bleffing  of  Abraham  might  reft 
upon  us.     O  admire  this  love,  v^Xxich paffeth  knowledge. 

4.  See  hence  a  noble  antidote  againft  a  fpirit  of  bondage 
unto  fear.  What  is  it  that  thou  fears,  O  believer  ?  Indeed  if 
thou  fin,  thou  mayft  fear  the  rod  of  a  Father ;  for  <*  he  will 
vifit  thy  tranfgreffion  with  the  rod,  and  thine  iniquity  with 
ftripes."     But  art  thou  afraid  of  vindiftive  wrath  ?  There  u 
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no  ground  for  this,  Luke  i.  74.  he  has  *^  delivered  us  out  of 
the  hands  of  our  enemies,  that  we  might  ferve  him  without 
fear;''  that  is,  without  all  fervile  or  flavifh  fear  of  wrath. 
Art  thou  afraid  of  the  tempefts  of  mount  Sinai  ?  There  is 
no  ground  for  that,  for  the  llorm  brake  upon  the  head  of  thy 
Surety;  and  therefore  thou  mayft  fing  and  fay,. as  If.  xii.  i. 
**  Though  thou  waft  angry  with  me,  thine  anger  is  turned 
away."  Art  thou  afraid  left  thou  be  refufed  accefs  unto  the 
prefence-chamber  ?  Improve  this  righteoufnefs  by  faith^  and 
thou  flialt  fee  that  the  way  to  the  holy  of  holieft  is  opened^ 
and  get  the  banner  of  love  difplayed  over  thee.  Whenever 
the  poor  believer  takes  .the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Surety  in^  the 
hand  of  faith,  and  holds  it  up  unto  God  as  a  ranfom  of  his 
own  finding,  he  is  fo  well  pleafed  with  it,  that  his  frowns  are 
turned  into  fmiles.  In  a  word,  you  fliall  never  get  rid  of  a 
fpirit  of  bondage,  till  you  learn  by  faith  to  improve  this  law* 
biding  righteoufnefs  ;  and  then  indeed  legal  fears  and  terrors 
do  evani£h,  like  the  darknefs  of  the  night  before  the  rifing  of 
the  fun. 

Ufe  fecondy  of  reproof  unto  all  thofe  who  are  feeking  to 
exalt  themfclves  by  a  righteoufnefs  of  their  own,  like  the 
Jews,  Rom.  x.  3.  who  "  went  about  to  eftablifli  their  own 
righteoufoefs,  and  would  not  fubmit  themfelves  unto  the  righ- 
teoufnefs of  God."  There  are  fome  of  the  hearers  of  the 
gofpel,  who  exalt  themfelves  in  a  negative  righteoufnefs : 
they  are  not  fo  bad  as  others  :  they  are  free  of  grofs  out- 
breakings,  b*eing  no  common  drunkards,  fwearers,  or  Sabbath- 
breakers  ;,  and  therefore  conclude  that  all  is  right  with  them. 
But,  Sirs,  the  Pharifee  could  make  this  brag :  and  Paul  before 
converfion  could  fay,  that  touching  the  lavx  he  was  hlamelefs  ; 
and  yet  when  God  opened  his  eyes,  he  found  himfelf  lying 
under  the  arreft  of  juftice ;  for  "  when  the  commandment 
came,  fin  revived^  and  he  died."  Others  are  exalting  them- 
felves in  a  moral  kind  of  righteoufnefs  ;  they  not  only  ceafe 
to  do  evil,  but  do  many  things  that  are  materially  good :  they 
are  fober,  temperate,  juft  in  their  dealings,  liberal  to  the  poor, 
good  peaceable  neighbours  ;  they  love  every  body,  and  every 
body  loves  them  ;  they  keep  the  commandments  as  well  as  they- 
can  :  and  this  is  the  ground  they  are  ftanding  upon.  But  I 
may  fay  to  you,  as  Chrift  faid  to  the  young  man,  who  told 
him,  "  All  thefe  things  have  I  kept  from  my  youth  up.  Yet 
lackeft  thou  one  thing."  O  what  is  that?  fay  you.  I  an- 
fwer,  it  is  to  be  brought  off  from  the  rotten  bottom  of  a  cove- 
nant of  works  that  ye  are  ftanding  upon.  Ye  want  to  fee 
that  ye  arefpiritually  dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fins,  and  that  ye 
are  legally  dead,  condemned  already,  and  the  wrath  of  God 
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abiding  on  you.  Ye  waijt  to  fee,  that  "  ail  your  own  righ* 
teoulnefs  is  as  filthy  rags/'  and  to  be  made  to  fay,  with  the 
church,  **  Surely  in  the  Lord  have  I  righteoufnefs  and 
flrength."  Others  will  go  farther  than  bare  morality  ;  thcjr. 
will. abound  in  the  duties  of  religion,  read,  hear,  pray,  com- 
tnunicate,  run  from  fermon  to  fermon,  from  facrament  to  fa^ 
crament ;  and  upon  thefe  things  they  reft.  All  thefe  things  are 
good  in  their  proper  place ;  but  if  yon  build  your  hope  of 
acceptance  here,  you  are  ftill  upon  a  covenant  of  works  bot^ 
torn,  feeking  righteoufnefs,  as  it  were  by  the  works  of  the  law  ; 
and  while  you  do  fo,  you  do  but  feek  the  living  among  the 
dead.  All  your  works  are  but  dead  works,  till  you  be  iit 
Chrift ;  and  they  will  but  ftand  for  cyphers  in  Gk)d's  reckon- 
ing, till  you  be  brought  to  fubmit  to  this  righteoufnefs,  by 
which  alone  guilty  finners  can  be  exalted.  Others  rely  upoa 
a  mixed  kind  of  righteoufnefs :  they  will  freely  own,  that 
their  duties  and  performances  will  never  exalt  them  into  fa- 
vour and  acceptance  with  God.;  but,  O,  fay  they,  it  is  Chrift 
and  our  duties,  Chrift  and  our  prayers,-  he  and  our  tears  and 
repentance,  that  muft  do  it.  But  believe  it.  Sirs,  Chrift  and 
the  idol  of  felf  will  never  cement ;  thefe  old  rotten  rags  will 
never  piece  in  With  the  white  and  new  robe  of  the  righteouf- 
nefs of  the  Son  of  God :  and  if  you  adventure  to  mingle  them 
together,  "  Chrift  fliall  profit  you  nothing,"  Gal.  v.  2.  3.  4^ 
Others  again,  they  will  pretend  to  renounce  all  their  works 
and  duties,  and  own,  wuth  their  months,  that  it  is  by  faith  in 
Chrift  only  that  they  hope  to  be  accepted :  but  though  they 
own  this  with  their  mouth,  yet  ftill  their  hearts  cleave  faft 
unto  a  covenant  of  works;  they  were  never  through  the  law^ 
dead  to  the  law  ;  and  when  nothing  elfe  will  do,  they  will  make 
their  own  aft  of  believing  tTjie  righteoufnefs  on  which  they 
lean  for  acceptance  ;  which  is  ftill  a  feeking  righteoufnefs  in 
themfelves :  whereas,  if  ever  we  be  juftified  before  God,  we 
muft  have  it  in  the  Lord  Jefus,  faying,  In  him  will  we  hejuf- 
tijiedy  and  iri'him  alone  will  we  glory.  Faith  carries  the  foul 
quite  out  or  itfelf ;  yea,  faith  renounces  its  own  ad  in  the 
point  of  juftification.  All  thefe,  and  many  other  rooms  and 
lying  refuges,  hath  the  devil  and  our  own  hearts  devifed,  to 
lead  us  off  from  Chrift.  But,  O  Sirs,  believe  it,  thefe  are  but 
imaginary  fanftuaries,  and  the  hail  will  fweep  them  away. 
Nothing  but  the  doing  and  dying  of  the  Surety,  apprehended 
by  faith,  will  ever  exalt  you  into  favour  and  fellowftiip  with 
God,  or  acquit  you  from  the  ciirfe  and  condemnation  of  the 
broken  law.  And  unlefs  ye  betake  yourfelves  to  the  horns 
of  this  bleffed  altar,  to  this  refuge  of  God's  appointing,  you 
ere  undone ;  and  you  may  read  your  doom,  If.  I.  xi.  "  St.. 
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bold,  all  je  that  kindle  a  fire,  that  compafs  yourfelves  about 
with  fparks ;  walk  in  the  light  of  your  fire,  and  in  the  fparks 
that  je  have  kindled.  This  fhall  je  have  of  mine  hand,  je 
fhall  lie  down  in  forrow." 

Ufe  thirdy  of  trial.  Is  it  fo,  that  in  Chrift's  righteoufnefs 
we  are  exalted  ?  O  then,  Sirs,  try  if  you  be  really  exalted  by 
this  righteoufnefs. 

There  is  the  more  need  to  try  this  now,  that  you  are  to 
approach  the  table  of  the  Lord.  This  righteoufnefe  is  the 
wedding- garment,  without  which  you  cannot  be  welcome 
guefts.  And  if  you  adventure  to  meddle  with  the  fymbols 
of  Chrift's  body  and  blood  without  it,  you  may  expeA  that 
the  mafter  of  the  feaft  will  fay  to  you,  "  Friend,  how  earned 
thou  in  hither,  not  having  a  wedding* garment  ?  For  your  trial, 
I  offer  thefe  two  or  three  things. 

1.  Haft  thou  feen  thyfelf  condemned  by  the  law  or  cove* 
nant  of  works  ?  Every  man  by  nature  is  condemned  already, 
while  out  of  Chrift.  Now,  the  ordinary  way  that  God  takes 
of  bringing  an  eleA  foul  into  Chrift,  and  under  the  cover- 
ing of  his  righteoufnefs,  is  by  difcovering  unto  him  the  fen- 
tence  of  condemnatioathat  he  is  tmder  by  virtue  of  the  broken 
law ;  and  thus  paves  the  way  toward  his  acceptance  of  Chrift 
as  the  Lord  our  righteoufnefs  ;  for  thus  it  is  that  "  the  law  is 
our  fchoolmafter,  to  lead  us  unto  Chrift,  that  we  may  be  juf- 
tified  by  faith.*'  The  Lord  leads  the  finner  to  mount  Zion  by 
the  foot  of  Sinai :  the  Spirit's  way  is,  firft  to  convince  of  Jin^ 
and  then  of  righteoufnefs. 

2.  Has  the  Lord  dii covered  the  Surety  and  bis  righteouf- 
nefs to  thee  ?  and  has  thy  foul  found  reft  here  ?  Perhaps  the 
law,  and  its  curfes,  juftice  and  wrath,  were  purfuing  thee ;  and 
thou  couldft  not  find  a  hole  whqrein  to  hide  thy  head,  all  re^ 

fuge  failed.  At  length  the  Lord  drew  by  the  vail,  an8  dif- 
covered  his  righteoufnefs  as  a  fufiicient  flielter,  faying,  **  Turn 
ye  to  the  ftrong  hold,  ye  prifoners  of  hope."  And  thither 
thou  fled,  as  unto  a  city  of  refuge,  faying,  **  This  is  my  reft, 
here  will  I  dwell."  Readily  when  it  comes  to  tfiis,  there  is 
a  little  heaven  of  ferenity  and  joy  enters  into  the  foul ;  fo 
that,  if  it  were  poflible,  it  would  make  heaven  and  earth  to 
ring  with  Hallelujah's  of  praife  unto  God  for  his  unfpeakaWe 
gift.  Does  thou  not  know,  O  believer,  fomething  of  this,  to 
thy  fweet  expedience?  This  fa js,  that  in  his  righteoufnefs 
thou  art  exalted. 

/^  3.  When  an  arrow  of  conviftioa  is  at  any  time  fliot  by  the 
/hand  of  God  into  thy  confcience,  whereby  thy.  peace  and 
,  quiet  is  difturbed,  whether  does  thou  run  for  e^fe  siiiit  nflijrf  l^. 
\  The  man  that  is  married  to  the  law,  he  runs  unto  thuiawfor. 
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relief  and  eafe  ;  the  law  is  the  thing  that  heals  him  ;  his  pray-\ 
ers,  his  tears,  his  ref<5rmation,  is  that  which  Hops  the  mouth  ^ 
of  his  confcience.     But  as  for  the  believer,  he  can  never  find 
reft  on  this  fide  of  the  blood  of  fprinkling ,  he  gets  his  healing 
onlj  from  under  the  wings  of  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs.     No 
other  balm  will  give  him  eafe,  but  the  halm  of  Gilead ;  and  / 
no  other  hand  can  apply  it,  but  the  fhjfician  there.  -^ 

4.  If  you  be  exalted  by'imputed  righteoufnefs,  you  will  be 
the  real  ftud^nts  of  gofpel-holinefs.  It  is  a  grofs  perverting 
of  the  gofpel,  and  a  turning  of  the  grace  of  our  God  into 
wantonnefs,  for  folk  to  pretend  that  they  are  juftified  by  the 
merjt  of  Chriftj  while  they  are  not  at  the  fame  time  concern- 
ed to  be  fanaified,by  Jthe  Spirit  of  Chrift,  Sandification,  or 
freedom  from  the  power  and  dominion  of  fin,  is  a  part,  and 
no  fmall  part,  of  that  falvation  which  Chrift  has  purchafed  by 
his  obedience  and  death  :  Tit.  ii*  14.  *•  Who  gave  himfelf  for 
us,  that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity,  and  purify 
unto  himfelf  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works.  Julli- 
fication  and  fandtification  go  always  hand  in  hand.  He  who 
is  made  of  God  unto  us  righteoufnefs  y  is  alfo  made  fan^f cation; 
we  zx^  juflified  andfanBified  in  the  nqpie  of  the  Lord  fefus^ 
and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God.  Try  yourfelves  then  by  this, 
whether  you  be  exalted  by  this  righteoufnefs.  Are  you  delivered 
from  the  reigning  power  of  fin  ?  at  leaft,  is  it  fo  far  broken^ 
that  it  is  become  your  burden,  under  which  you  groan,  fay- 
ing, with  the  apoftle,  **  Wretched  man. that  I  am,  who  fhall 
deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  ?" 

Ufe  fourth  ihall  be  of  confolation  and  encouragement  to  be- 
lievers who  are  exalted  in  this  righteoufnefs.  By  virtue  of  it,  O 
believer,  thou  art  entitled  unto  every  thing  that  poflibly  thou 
canft  ftand  in  need  of.  Whatever  grace  or  mercy  thou  wants, 
thou  fhalt  have  it,  if  thou  do  but  improve  this  law-bidden  righte- 
oufnefs. Wants  thou  pardoning  grace  to  take  away  the  guilt 
of  fin  ?  That  is  one  of  the  gifts  of  God,  through  the  righteoufi- 
nefs  of  Chrifl  apprehended  by  faith  ;  for  *'  he  is  fet  forth  to 
be  a  propitiation,  through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his 
righteoufnefs  for  the  remiifion  of  fins."  Wants  thou  to  have 
thy  peace  with  God  confirmed  ?  Improve  this  righteoufnefs 
by  faith,  for  "  being  juftified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with 
God  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl."  Wants  thou  accefs  unto 
the  holieft  ?  By  faith  Ibl  the  blood  of  Jefus  have  we  accefs 
with  boldnefs.  Wants  thou  medicinal  grace  for  healing  of 
foul  plagues  ?  Improve  this  riguteoufj.efs  by  faith ;  for  hy 
hisflripes  we  are  healed.  Out  of  the  fide  of  our  gofpel-altar 
comes  forth  living  water,  that  healeth  the  corrupt  and  dead 
fea  of  indwelling  corruption,  Ezek.  xlvii.  9.  This  is  "  the . 
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tree  of  life,  wbofe  kaves  are  for  .the  healing  of  the  nations*'' 
Wants  thou  a  fhadowor  covering,  to  flielter  thy  weary  foul  from 
the  fcorching  heat  of  divine  anger,  or  of  temptation  from  Sa- 
tan or  tribulation  from  the  world  ?  Improve  this  righteouf- 
nefs,  and  fit  down  under  the  fliadow  of  it ;  it  is  "  as  the  flia- 
dow  of  a  great  rock  in  a  weary  land."  Wants  thou  courage 
to  look  the  law  or  juftice  of  Grod  in  the  face  ?  Here  is  a  fund 
for  it ;  for  under  this  covering  thou  may  ft  look  out  with  con- 
fidence, and  fay.  Who  can  lay  any  thing  to  my  charge  ^  Wants 
thou  to  have  the  new  covenant  confirmed  to  thy  foul  ?  Ino- 
prove  this  rigbteoufnefs  by  faith ;  for  Chrift,  by  his  obedi- 
ence and  death,  confirmed  the  covenant  with  many.  His  blood 
is  the  blood  of  the  New  Tejlament ;  and  when  the  foul  by  faith 
takes  hold  of  it,  the  covenant  of  grace  is  that  moment  con-* 
firmed  unto  it  for  ever.  In  a  word,  by  virtue  of  this  rigbte- 
oufnefs thou  may  ft  come  to  a  communion-table,  and  to  a 
throne  of  grace,  and  aik  what  thou  Wilt  j  out  heavenly  Fa- 
ther can  tefufe  nothing  to  the  younger  brethren,  Who  come 
to  him  in  their  elder  Brother's  garment.  By  virtue  of  this 
righteoufnefs,  thou  may  ft  lay  claim  to  every  thing,  to  all  the 
bleflings  of  heaven  and  eternity.  Thou  didft  indeed  forfeit 
thy  right  in  the  fitft  Adam ;  but  the  forfeiture  is  recovered,  and 
the  right  reftored  to  thee  upon  a  better  ground,  namely,  upon 
the  obedience  and  d^ath  of  the  fecond  Adam  ;  and  thou  comes 
in  upon  his  right.  May  not  all  this*  then  revive  thy  droop- 
ing fpirit,  ^nd  make  thee  take  up  that  fong  in  the  text.  In  thy 
name  will  I  rejoice  all  the  day  :  and  in  thy  righteoufnefs  will  I 
he  exalted^ 
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THE  HUMBLE  SOUL  THE  PECULIAR  FAVOURITE  Of 
HEAVEN. 

A      SERMON, 

PREACHEd  OTf  A  FAST-DA7  BEFORE  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF 
THE  LORD'R  supper  AT  ORWELL^  JULY  2J.  I72I. 

Job  txiu  19. — When  men  are  cafi  down,  then  thoujhalt  fay^ 
Itbere  ir  lifting  up  :  arid  hejhallfave  the  humble  perfon. 

t  Pet.  V-  5.  6. — Be  clothed  with  humility :  for  God  refijleth 
the  ptoudy  and  givetb  grace  to  the  humble.  Humble  your-- 
Jeives  therefore  under  the  mighty  hand  ofGod^  that  he  may 
esMUyou  in  due  time. 

Pfal.  cxxxviii.  6-— Tioar^i  the  Lord  he  high,  yet  hath  he  r^- 
fpe£i  unto  the  lowly  :  hut  the  proud  he  inoweth  afar  •ff, 

IT  is  not  material  to  inquire  when,  or  upon  what  occafion, 
this  pfalnl  was  penned.  In  the  beginning  of  the  pfalm^ 
the  pialmift  enters  upon  a  firm  refolution  to  praife  the  Lord  ; 
and  he  lays  down  feveral  excellent  grounds  of  ptaife  and 
thankfgiving  through  the  bodj  of  the  pfalm.     As, 

1.  He  refolves  to  praife  God  for  the  eajperience  he  had  of 
his  love  and  faithfulnefs,  in  the  accomf^ifliment  of  his  gra- 
cious word  of  promife  unto  him,  vcr.  7i,  **  I  will  praife  thy 
name  for  thy  loving-kindnefs,  and  for  thy  truth :  for  thou 
haft  magnified  thy  word  above  all  thy  name."  God  has  a 
greater  regard  unto  the  words  of  his  mouth,  than  to  the 
works  of  his  hand  ;  Heaven  and  earth  {hall  pafe  away,  but 
one  jot  or  tittle  of  what  he  hath  fpoken  (hall  never  fall  to  the 
ground.  Some  do  underftand  this  of  Chrift  the  effential 
Word,  in  whom  he  has  fet  his  name,  and  whom  he  has  fo 
highly  exalted,  that  he  has  given  him  a  name  above  every 
name. 

2.  David  refolves  to  pjraife  God  for  the  experience  he  had 
of  God's  goodnefs  in  hearing  his  prayeis,  ver.  3.  **  In  the 
day  when  I  cried,  thou  a^ifweredft  me :  and  ftrengthenedft  me 
with  ftrength  in  my  foul."  God  granted  him  a  fpeedy  an- 
fwer  ;  for  it  was  in  the  very  day  that  he  cried  that  he  was 
heard  :  and  it  was  a  fpiritual  anfwer  j  he  was  flrengthened 
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withjlrength  inhisfouL  Would  you  have  foul-ftrength  ioi 
the  work  ye  have  in  view  ?  then  cry  unto  him  who  ds  the 
Jlrength  of  Ifrael  ioi  it ;  for  "  he  giveth  power  to  the  faint, 
and  he  increafeth  ftrength  to  them  that  have  no  might." 

3,  He  refolves  to  praife  God  for  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles, 
which  he  forefaw  by  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  ver,  4.  5.  The 
profperity  and  enlargement  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  is  what 
fills  the  believer's  mouth  with  Hallelujah's  of  praife, 

4.  He  refolves  to  blefs  God  for  his  different  ways  of  deal- 
ing witli  the  humble  and  the  proud,  for  his  gi^ace  to  the  one, 
and  his  contempt  and  rejedion  of  the  other,  in  the  words 
which  I  have  read  :  Though  the  Lord  be  highy  yet  hath  he  f^- 
JpeSi  unto  the  lowly  :  but  the  proud  he  knoweth  afar  off. 

It  is  the  firft  part  of  the  verfe  I  defign  to  iniifl  upon* 
Where  we  may  notice, 

1.  The  charafter  of  the  gracious  foul ;  he  is  a  lowly  per- 
fon,  one  that  is  emptied,  and  abafed  in  his  own  eyes.  He 
fees  nothing  in  himfelf,  either  to  recommend  him  to  God  or 
man  :  on  which  account  he  is  fometimes  called /oor  in  Spirit^ 
Matth.  V.  3.  He  has  got  fomcthing  of  the  mind  and  fpirit  of 
Jefus  in  him,  and  fo  has  learned  of  him  who  is  meek  and  lowly, 
Matth.  xi.  29. 

2.  We  have  here  God's  tranfcendant  gceatnefs ;  he  is  the. 
high  Lord^  or  Jehovah.  He  is  '*  the  high  and  lofty  bne  that 
inhabiteth  eternity,  and  who  dwells  in  the  high  and  holy 
place,  to  which  no  man  can  approach."  Who  can  think  or 
{peak  of  his  highnefs  in  a  fuitable  manner  ?  It  dazzles  the  eyes 
of  finful  mortal  worms,  to  behold  "  the  place  where  his  ho- 
nour dwells,"  O  how  infinite  is  the  diftance  between  him  and 
us  !  "  There  are  none  among  the  fons  of  the  mighty  that  can 
be  compared  unto  him."  Yea,  "  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth 
are  before  him  as  a  drop  of  a:  bucket,  and  as  the  fmall  duft  of 
the  balance."  He  is  not  only  high  above  men,  but  above 
angels  :  cherubims  and  feraphims  are  his  minifering  fpirits. 
He  is  high  above  the  heavens  ;  for  the  heaven^  yt^y  the  heaven 
of  heavens  cannot  contain  him.  And  he  humble th  him/elf  when 
he  beholds  the  things  that  are  in  heaven,  O  Sirs,  ftudy  to  en- 
tertain high  and  admiring  thoughts  and  apprehenfions  of  the 
glorious  majefty  of  God :  for  "  honour  and  majefty  are  before 
him  ;  ftrength  and  beauty  are  in  his  fanftuary." 

J.  You  have  the  amazing  grace  of  this  High  God:  though 
the  diftance  between  him  aud  us  be  infinite,  yet  he  hath  a  re- 
gard to  the  lowly.  The  apoftle  Peter  expreffeth  this  by 
*/  giving  grace  to  the  humble,"  I  Pet.  v.  5.  God  is  good  to 
^/ly  he  diftributes  the  effeds  of  his  common  bounty  to  the 
S'ood  aad  bad,  to  the  juft  and  unjuft. ;  but  \it  tt&iv'i^  \iX%  ^^- 
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cial  grace  and  favour  for  the  meek  and  lowly  foul.     What 
further  is  needful  for  explication^  will  occur  in  the  fequel  of 
the  difcourfe. 

Obferve,  **  That  the  lowly  and  humble  foul  is  the  peculiar  fa- 
vourite of  the  high  God.  Though  the  Lord  be  high,  yet 
hath  he  refpeft  unto  the  lowly. 

This  truth  is  fo  evidently  founded  on  the  text,  that  I  fhall 
not  confume  time  in  adducing  other  texts  of  fcripture  to  con- 
firm it.  Many  that  I  might  name  will  fall  in,  in  the  profe- 
cution  of  the  dodrine ;  which  I  fliall  attempt,  through  grace; 
in  the  following  method. 

I.  I  fhall  give  fome  account  of  this  lowlinefs  and  humility, 
and  fhew  wherein  it  confifls. 

II.  Prove,  that  the  humble  and:  lowly  foul  is  the  peculiar 
favourite  of  Heaven.  ■ 

•    III.  Why  God  has  fuch  refpeft  to  the^lowly. 

IV.  Lay  before  you  fame  marks  or  charaders  of  the  low- 
ly  and  humble  foul. 

V.  Offer  fome  motives  prefSng  you  ta  feek  after  it. 

VI.  Offer  a  few  direftions  or  advices  how  it  may  be  at- 
tained. 

I.  Vhe  jfr^  thing  propofed  is,  to  give  fome  account  of  thts 
lowlinefs  and  humility ^  that  ye  may  know  wherein  it  conffts. 
Now,  lowlinefs  being  a  relative  grace,  we  muft  confider  it  iii 
a  threefold  view.  Either,  i.  As  it  has  a  refpeft  unto  our^ 
felves.  Or,  2.  As  it  has  a  fefpedl  unto  others.  Or,  3.  As 
it  has  a  refpeft  unto  God. 

Firflj  I  fay,  it  may  be  confidered  with  refpeft  to  ourfelves. 
And  fo  it  implies, 

I.  Low  and  under- rating  thoughts. of  ourfelves.  The 
humble  foul  has  low  thoughts  of  his  own  perfon ;  as  David, 
**  I  am  a  worm,  and  no  man.  I  am  lefs  than  the  leaft  of  thy 
mercies,"  fays  Jacob.  He  has  low  thoughts  of  his  pedigree : 
he  is  not  like  the  princes  of  Zoan,  that  valued  themfelves  on 
this,  that  they  were  the  offspring  of  ancient  kings.  Some  folk 
think  there  is  none  like  them,  becaufe  they  are  of  fuch  a  clan, 
and  fuch  a  family,  they  have  fuch  lords  and  lairds  for  their 
relations.  But  the  humble  foul  he  makes  little  account  of  all 
thefe :  "  Who  am  I  (fays  David),  and  what  is  mine  houfe^ 
that  thou  haft  brought  me  hitherto?"  He  confidered  himfelf  as 
the  degenerate  plant  of  a  ftrange  vine;  as  a  rotten  branch  of 
the  corrupted  and  fallen  family  of  Adam :  he  views  the  rock 
whence  he  was  hewn,  and  the  hole  of  the  pit  \vhet\C€i  Vv^  n^?c^ 
digged,  faying,  as  in  Pfal.  li.  5.  *^  Behold,  1  vi^s  ftvaj^wW 
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iniquity :  •  and  in  fin  did  my  niother  conceive  me."  Agftin, 
the  inan  has  low  thoughts  of  his  own  abilities  for  any  work 
or  fervice  he  is  called  to  in  his  generation.  O,  fays  the  low- 
ly foul,  I  fee  1  am  nothings  I  can  do  nothing ;  I  cannot  of  my- 
felf  think  a  good  thought.  '^  I  am  not  fi^fficient  of  myfelf 
to  think  any  thing  as  of  myfelf,"  fays  Paul.  I  cannot  read, 
hear,  pray,  communicate,  nieditate,  or  CKamine  myfelf :  I  fee 
fuch  fin  and  imperfedlion  attending  every  duty  I  fet  about,  as 
|Bay  jujdly  provoke  a  holy  God  to  caft  \f.  back  like  dung  upoa 
zny  face :  I  am  fure  my  gaodnefs  eastendetb  not  to  bim,  .  I  fee  I 
cannot  fubdue  one  corruption,  or  refill  the  leafl  temptation, 
yrhepi  left  to  myfelf;  I  fail  before  it,  and  muil  needs  be  car* 
ried  down  the  ftream  like  a  dead  filh,  unlefs  the  Lord's  grace 
1)6  fufficient  for  me*  Again,  the  man  has  low  thoughts  of  his 
attainments,  whether  moral  or  evangelical.  O,  &ys  Agur, 
^*  \  2iffi  more  brutiih  than  any  man,  and  have  not  the  under- 
ftanding  of  a  man.  I  neither  learned  wifdom,  nor  have  the 
knowledge  of  the  holy."  And  Paul,  the  great  apoftle  of  the 
Gentiles,  he  did  QOt  reckon  that  he  had  attained,  or  that  he 
was  already  perfeft  ;  but  he  forgets  thofe  things  which  were 
behind,  reaching  forth  unto  things  that  were  before,  Phil.  iii. 

2.  This  lowlinefs  and  humility  with  refpeft  to  ourfelves, 
}|as  in  it  a  felf-abhorrence ;  which  is  yet  a  degree  beyond  the 
former.  The  m^n  fees  fo  much  fin  and  guilt,  fo  much  crop* 
tinefs,  poverty,  and  vilenefs  about  himfelf,  that,  with  holy 
Job,  he  cries  out,  "  Behold,  I  am  vile,  what  {hall  I  anfwcr 
thee  ?  I  abhor  wjifMf  and  repent  in  duft  and  aflies."  Agree* 
able  unto  which  is  that,  £zek.  xxxvi.  31.  "  Ye  fhall  re- 
member  your  own  evil  ways,  and  your  doings  that  were  not 
good,  and  fliall  loathe  yourfelves  in  your  own  fight,  for  your 
iniquities,  and  for  your  abominations." 

3.  Jt  has  in  it  ^  finglenefs  of  heart  in  the  difcharge  of  dutyj 
without  vain-glory,  or  Pharifaical  oftentation.  It  argues  a 
proud  hypocritical  fpirit,  to  pray,  or  give  alms,  or  do  any 
duty,  to  be  feen  of  men,  that^^we  may  procure  a  vogue  to  our- 
felves, or  the  approbation  of  others.  I  am  afraid,  there  are 
many  that  attend  fermons,  and  facraments,  with  a  defign  to 
maintain  their  credit  and  reputation  among  their  neighbours^ 
Verily,  fuch  have  their  reward ;  but  a  forry  one  it  is-,  when 
they  have  got 'it:  the  day  comes,  when  this  fig-leaf  covering 
fliall  be  torn,  and  your  nakednefs,  emptinefs,  and  hypocrify, 
e^pofed  before  men  and  angels.  The  humble  and  lowly 
Chriftian  will  make  confcience  of  duty,  although  none  in  the 
world  fliould  fee  him  j  yea,  the  more  retired  he  is,  he  loves 

it 
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it  the  better :  he  cares  not  though,  in  things  of  this  nature, 
bis  left  hand  did  not  know  what  his  right  hand  doth. 

Secondly^  This  lowlinefs  and  humility,  coofidered  with  re- 
fpea  unto  others,  has  thefe  things  in  it, 

I.  A  preferring  of  others  above  or  before  ourfelves.  A- 
greeable  unto  this  is  the  apoftolical  command,  Phil.  ii.  34 
•*  l.et  nothing  be  done  through  ftrife,  or  vain-glory,  biit  in 
lojvlinefs  of  mind  let  each  efteem-  other  better  than  them- 
Celves."  Not  that  a  child  of  God  (hould  think  a  profane  re- 
probate in  a  better ftate  than  himfclf ;  but  every  true  child  of 
Gk)d  will  fee  fo  much  in  himfelf,  as  will  make  him  ready  to 
think  the  worfi  reprobate  as  good,  or  ratlier  better  th^  he  is 
-  by  nature  ;  and  he  will  fee,  that  the  leaft  of  faints  have  fome- 
thing  wherein  they  do  excel  him.  This  was  the  difpofition  of 
the  ^great  apoille,  he  looked  on  himfelf  as  the  chief  of  finners, 
and  the  lead  of  all  faints. 

3.  A  looking  upon  the  gifts  and  graces  of  others  without  a 
grudge.  He  will  not  fay,  This  or  that  man  darkens  me :  no ; 
he  rejoices  to  fee  the'  gifts  and  graces  of  God's  Spirit  abound- 
ing  toward  others :  "  Would  God  (fays  Mofes)  that  all  the 
'Lord's  people  were  prophets."  And  then  he  will  fliun  all 
vain  condparifon  of  himfelf  with  others :  he  will  not  fay, 
**  Stand  by,  for  I  am  holier  than  thou ;"  or,  with  the  proud 
Pharifee,  "God,  1  thank  thee,  that  I  am  not  as  other  men 
are,  or  even  as  this  publican."  No,  he  rather  finks  in  his 
own  efteem,  when  he  looks  on  others,  as  Agur  did,  Frov. 
xsx.  2. 

3.  It  has  in  it  an^  affable,  courteous  carriage  toward  all, 
I  Pet.  iii.  8,  Religion  does  not  countenance  a  fuUen,  morofe, 
and  haughty  carriage  ;  no,  on  the  contrary,  we  are  exprefsly 
commanded  to  bea"  gentle,  ibewing  all  meeknefs  unto  all 
men." 

^birdfyy  This  lowlinefs  and  humility  of  foul  may  be  con- 
fidered  with  reference  unto  God.  And  fo  it  ipplies  thefe 
things  following. 

1.  High  and  admiring  thoughts  of  the  Majefty  of  God, 
When  God  difcovers  himfelf,  the  man  finks  into  nothing  in 
his  own  efteem.  O,  wUl  the  humble  foul  fay,  with  Mofes,  ^ 
Exod.  XV.  II.  "  Who  is  like  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  amongft  the 
gods  ?  who  is  like  thee,  glorious  in  holinefs,  fearful  in  praifes, 
doing  wonders?" 

2.  A  holy,  fear  and  dread  of  God  always  on  his  fpirit ;    . 
efpecially  in  his  immediate  approaches  unto  the  prefence  of 
God,  m  the  duties  of  his  worfhip.     Says  he.  The  very  angels 
cover  their  faces  with  their  wings  before  him,  crying,  **  Holy, 
holy,  holy  is  the  Lord  God  of  hofts  j"  hqw  then  flqi-aXV  \>  "a. 
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man  of  polluted  lips^  take  his  holj  name  into  my  mouth? 
This  makes  him,  with  the  publican^.to  fmite  upon  his  breaft  \ 
to  ftand  afar  off,  crying,  "  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  finner.** 
That  is  the  language  of  the  humble  foul,  which  you  have, 
Pfal.  XV.  I.  *'  Lord,  who  fliall  abide  in  thy  tabernacle?  who 
fliall  dwell  iw  thy  holy  hill?  and,  Pfal.  xxiv,  3.  «  Who  iball 
Afcend  ituo  the  hill  of  the  Lord  ?  and  wlio  fhall  ftand  ia  his 
holy  place  ?"  ' , 

3.  It  has  in  it  an  admiring  of  every  expref&on  of  the  divine 
bounty  and  goodnefs  toward  men  in  general,  and  toward  hitn- 
fe^f  in  particular.  O,  fays  he,  "  What  i»  man,  that  thou  art 
mindti^l  of  hioi  ?  and  the  fon  of  man,  that  thou  vifiteft  him  ? 
and,  Who  am  I,  that  thou  hail  brought  me  hitherto  ?  Is  th^ 
the  manner  of  man,  O  Lord  God  ?  And  what  can  I  fay  more  ?'' 
as  David.  And  what  more  can  be  faid  !  for  ^'  praife  is  fi« 
lent  for  thee,  O  God,  in  Zion."  A  filent  admiration  of  the 
grace  and  condefcenfion  of  the  great  Jehovah,  is  the  higheft 
degree  of  praife  we  can  win  at  in  this  life,  while  our  harps 
are  fo  miftuned  by  fin. 

4.  It  has  in  it  a  giving  God  the  glory,  of  all  that  we  are 
helped  to  do  in  bis  fervice.  When  the  man  wins  to  difcharge 
duty  in  any  meafure  comfortably^  he  will  not  facrifice  to  his 
own  net,  nor  burn  incenfe  to  his  own  drag  \  he  will  not,  like 
proud  Jehu,  fay,  "  Come,  and  fee  my  zeal  for  the  Lord."  No, 
that  is  not  the  way  of  the  humble  foul ;  he  knows  that  he  has 
all  from  the  Lord,  and  therefore  he  will  give  all  the  glory  unto 
him,  faying,  "  Not  unto  us,  O  Lord,  not  unto  us,  but  unto  thy 
name  be  the  glory.  I  laboured  (fays  Paul)  more  abundantly 
than  all  the  reft  of  the  apoftles ;  yet  not  I,  but  the  grace  of 
God  which  was  with  me.  By  the  grace  of  God  I  am  what 
I  am." 

5.  It  has  in  it  a  filent  refignation  unto  the  will  of  God, 
and  an  acquiefcence  in  the  difpofals  of  his  providence,  let  dif- 
penfations  be  never  fo  crofs  to  the  inclinations  of  flefli  and 
blood.  "  Here  am  I  (^will  the  poor  foul  fay  with  David),  let 
him  do  to  me  as  feemeth  good  unto  him."  The  man  fees 
awful  fovereignty  in  the  difpenfation,  which  makes  him  to  fay, 
**  Shall  the  thing  formed  fay  to  him  that  formed  it,  Why  haft 
thou  made  me  thus  ?"  He  fees,  that  his  furnace  is  not  by  the 
ten  thoufandth  part  fo  hot  as  his  fins  deferve  ;  and  therefore 
filences  his  foul,  with  the  church,  faying,  **  Wherefore  ddth  a 
living  man  complain,  a  man  for  the  punifhment  of  his  fins  ? 
Thou  haft  punifhed  us  lefs  than  our  iniquities  deferve."  He 
fees,  that  the  cup  put  into  his  hand,  is  far  from  tbe  bittemefs 
of  that  cup  that  was  put  into  the  hand  of  Chrift ;  and  this 
jnakes  him  to  fay,  "  If  thefe  things  were  done  in  the  green 

tree. 
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tree,  what  fhall  be  done  to  fach  a  withered  Hick  as  I  am?"  and 
therefore  I  will  even  be  dumb  with  Jilence  before  hhn,  not 
opening  the  mouth,  becaufe  it  is  the  Lord  that  doth  it. 

6.  Although  all  thefe  things  I  have  named  be  the  ingredi- 
ents and  concomitants  of  true  humility ;  yet  I  thiuji:  the  very 
foul  and  eifence  of  gofpel-humiliation  lies  in  the  foul's  renoun- 
cing of  itfelf,  going  out  of  itfelf,  and  going  in  to,  and  accepting 
of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  its  everlafting  all ;  as  the  all  of  its 
light,  life,  ftrength,  righteoufnefs,  and  falvation.  And  I  think, 
that  a  man  never  pafles  the  verge  of  moral  humility,  till  felf- 
rlghteoufnefs  be  dethroned,  till  the  high  and  towering  imagi- 
nations of  the  man's  own  righteoufnefs  by  the  law  be  levelled 
by  the  mighty  weapons  of  the  gofpel,  and  he  brought  to  fub- 
mit  unto  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  for  juftifica'tion,  which  13 
revealed  in  the  gofpel  from  faith  to  faith. 

In  a  word,  the  humble  and  lowly  believer  is  content  to  be 
nothing,  that  Chrift  may  be  all  in  all  unto  him  :  content  to  be 
a  fool,  that  Chrift  may  be  his  only  wifdom ;  content  to  be,  as 
he  really  is  in  himfelf,  a  guilty  condemned  criminal,  that 
Chrift  may  be  his  only  righteoufnefs  ;  content  to  be  ftript  of 
his  filthy  rags,  that  he  may  be  clothed  with,  a  borrowed  robe. 
O  fays  the  humble  foul,  "  Surely  in  the  Lord  alone  ha«re  I 
righteoufnefs  and  ftrength  :  in  him  will  I  be  juftified,  and  in 
him  alone  will  I  glory,"  If.  xlv.  24.25.  **Yea  doubtlefs  (fays 
humble  Paul),  I  count  all  things  but  lofs,  for  the  excellency  of 
the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  my  Lord :  and  do  count  them  but 
dung  that  I  may  win  Chrift,  and  be  found  in  him,  not  having 
mine  own  righteoufnefs,  which  is  of  the  laW,  but  that  which 
is  through  the  faith  of  Chrift,  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  of 
God  by  faith,"  Phil.  iii.  8.  9.  And  fo  much  for  the  Jirjl 
general  head,  namely,  the  nature  of  this  lowlinefs. 

IL  The  fecond  thing  propofed  was,  Xojhew  that  the  lowly 
and  humble  foul  is  the  peculiar  favourite  of  Heaven.  This  will 
be  abundantly  evident,  if  we  confider, 

1.  That  when  the  Son  of  God  was  here  in  our  nature,  he 
{hewed  a  particular  regard  unto  fuch.  Ye  have  a  clear  inftance 
of  this  in  the  centurion,  Matth.  viii.  8,  The  centurion  there 
addrcfles  Chrift  in  behalf  of  his  fervant,  who  was  grievoufly 
tormented  of  the  palfy  :  Chrift,  in  the  7th  verfe,  promifes  to 
come  to  his  houfe  and  heal  him.  Well,  fee  the  lowlinefs  of  the 
man's  fpirit,  ver.  8.  *'  Lord  (fays  he),  I  am  not  worthy  that  thou 
.  fhould'ft  come  und6r  my  roof."  And  what  a  large  commen- 
dation Chrift  gives  to  the  man,  you  fee  in  ver.  10.  *M  have 
not  found  fo  great  faith,  no  not  in  Ifrael,"  And  ver.  13.  he 
grants  him  all  that  he  aiked,  "  Go  thy  way,  and  as  thou  haft 
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fceUe\»cd,  fo  be  it  done  unto  thee."  The  fame  we  fee  m  thtf 
Sjrophfeniciafl  woman,  Mattb,  xv.  17.  The  lowlineft  ttnd 
humility  of  hcf  fpirit  m^de  her  to  fit  with  all  the  repulfes  fli© 
met  with.  When  Chrift  calls  her  a  dog,  Ihe  takes  with  it, 
faying,  **  Truth,  Lord,  I  am  a  dog,"  and  fhall  be  content  if  I 
may  but  have  a  crannb,  the  dog's  portion.  And  what  foHowg 
on  this  ?  "  O  woman,  great  is  thy  faith  :  be  it  unto  thee  eV6if 
»9  thou  wilt.  Thus,  I  fay,  Chrift,  in  the  days  of  his  fleiby 
difcov(?red  the  greateft  regard  unto  the  humble ;  and  he  id  the 
fame  now  in  a  ftate  of  exaltation  that  he  was  in  a  ftate  of  hiu 
^miliation. 

1,  When  God  gives  the  grace  of  htimiliation,  it  is  ft  fijf^ 
that  he  intends  more  grace  for  that  foul :  i  Pet.  v.  5.  H4 
givetb  grace  t9  the  humble.  Ye  know  men  ufe  to  lay  up  theif 
richeft  wines  in  their  loweft  cellars  ;  fo  God  he  lays  up  th6 
tfcheft  treafures  of  his  grace  in  the  heart  of  the  humble  and 
lowly.  And  hence  it  comes,  that  the  humble  Ghrifkian  is^ 
ordinarily  the  moft  thriving  and  growing  Chriftian.  Ttie 
humble  valleys  laugh  with  fatnefs,  when  the  high  nKmn€ain9 
are  barren  ;  fo  the  hamble  Chriftian  is  made  fat  with  the  in- 
fiuences  of  Heaven,  when  lofty  towering  profeffors  are,  liktf 
the  mountains  of  C^ilboa,  withered  and  dry,  becaufe  the  dcp/ 
and  rain  of  the  graces  and  in^uences  of  the  Spirit  are  && 
pended  from  them. 

3.  Honour,  exaltation,  and  preferment  is  intended  for  thd 
httmbic  foul :  "  Before  honour  is  humility,"  fays  Solomon^ 
Pfal.  Gxiii.  7.  8.  "  He  raifeth  up  the  poor  out  of  the  daft, 
and  lifteth  the  needy  out  of  the  dunghill :  that  he  may  fet  hiitt 
with  princes,  even  with  the  princes  of  his  people."  They 
ihall  be  as  it  were  his  minifters  of  ftate,  that  fliall  attend  hi^ 
throne,  and  have  place  among  them  that  ftand  by. 

4.  God's  eyes  are  upon  the  hu  i^ble.  Indeed  the  eye  of  hia 
omnifcience  beholds  all  the  children  of  men  ;  but  his  counte- 
nance beholds  the  hun?\ble  and  upright  foul :  If.  Ixvi.  I.  7,4 
"  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  the  heaven  is  my  throne,  and  the 
earth  is  my  footftool :  where  is  the  houfe  that  ye  build  unto 
me?  and  where  is  the  place  of  my  reft?  for  all  thofe  things 
hath  mine  hand  made,  and  all  thofe  things  have  been,  faith  the 
Lord :  but  to  this  man  will  I  look,  even  to  him  that  is  poor 
and  of  a  contrite  fpirit,  and  trembleth  at  my  word.'*  The 
humble  foul  is  the  obje(R:  of  his  peculiar  love  and  care :  "  The 
<yes  of  the  Lord  run' to  and  fro  throughont  the  whole  earth, 
to  ftiew  himfelf  ftrong  in  their  behalf." 

5.  Not  only  God's  eye,  but  his  ear  is  toward  the  lowly 
foul:  Pfal.  X.  17.  "  Loid,  thou  haft'heard  the  defire  of  the' 
humble :  thou  wilt  prepare  their  heart,  thou  wilt  caufe  thiiwf 

ear 
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^r  to  hear.*'  Would  yovi  Iiave  preparation  for  a  communion- 
table? Would  ye  be  brought  unto  God's  feat>  and  have  a 
hearing  there  ?  Then  come  with  lowlinefs  and  humility  of 
foul. 

6.  The  great  Jehovah,  the  infinite  God,  he  dwells  in  and 
with  the  huiible :  If.  Ivii.  15.  **  Thus  faith  the  high  and 
lofty  One  that  inhribiteth  eternityj  whofe  name  is  Holy,  I 
dwell  in  the  high  and  holy  place ;  with  him  alfo  that  is  of  ^ 
contrite  and  humble  fpirit,  to  revive  thp  fpirit  of  the  humble^ 
Snd  to  revive  the  heart  of  the  contrite  ones*"  God  has  a  twor 
fold  palace  where  he  dwells ;  the  one  is  in  heaven,  the  othe^ 
is  in  the  heart  of  the  humble  Chriftian.  He  fays  of  the 
humble  foul,  as  he  faid  of  Zion,  "  This  is  my  reft  for  ever ; 
here  will  1  dwell,  for  I  have  defired  it."  And  for  what  en4 
will  lie  dwell  in  the  heart  of  the  humble  ?  It  is  to  revive 
and  jcomfort  them.  The  new  wine  of  the  confolations  of  God 
"which  are  not  fmall,  fliall  be  poured  into  the  heart  of  the 
lowly  foul.  He  will  "  comfort  them  that  mourn  in  Zion, 
ke  will  give  them  the  oil  of  joy  for  mpurniqg,  and  the  gar- 
ment of  praife  for  the  fpirit  of  heavinefs." 

7.  As  God  dwells  with  the  humble,  fo  the  humble  fliaU 
4well  with  God  in  jglory  for  ever :  Matth.  v.  3.  "  Blcfled 
^re  the  poor  in  fpirit  (which  is  the  fame  with  the  lowly  fpi- 
rit), for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  They  fliall  fit  not 
Only  at  his  by-table  here  below,  but  be  admitted  to  fit  dowa 
at  the  high  table  of  glory,  and  to  eat  and  drink  with  Abra- 
ba  n,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  yea,  with  the  King  of  glory  himfelf. 
It  is  the  huinble  that  furrdund  the  throne  above,  as  you  fee^ 
Rev.  iv. ;  they  take  their  crowns  off  their  heads,  and  call 
them  down  before  the  Lamb,  faying,  "  Thou  art  wortiiy,  O 
Liord,  to  receive  glory,  and  honour,  and  power."  Thus  you 
fee  that  the  humble  foul  is  the  peculiar  favourite  of  the  high 
God. 

III.  The  third  thing  in  the  method  was>  to  inquire  why 
Cod  has  fuch  a  refpeB  unto  the  lowly, 

.  Anf.  i.  God  has  fuch  a  refpei^  unto  the  Idwly^  not  as  if 
this  frame  of  foul  were  meritorious  of  any  good  at  his  hand,  but 
Ibecaufe  this  is  a  difpofition  that  beft  ferves  God's  great  de- 
fign  of  lifting  Up  and  glorifying  his  free  grace.  What  think 
you.  Sirs,  was  God's  defign  in  eleftion,  in  redemption,  in  the 
whole  of  a  gofpeUdifpenfarion,  and  in  all  the  ordinances  there- 
of ?  His  grand  defign  in  all  was  to  rear  up  a  glorious  high 
throne,  from  which  he  might  difplay  the  riches  of  his  free 
and  fov^reign  grace  :  this  is  that  which  he  will  have  magni- 
VoL-L  S  fic# 


1 4I    Tie  humble  Soul  the  peculiar  Favourite  6/ SeaveH* 

fied  through  eternitj  above  all  his  other  name.  Now,  thii 
lowUnefs  and  humiiitjr  of  fpirit  fuits  beft  unto  God's  defign 
of  exalting  of  the  freedom  of  his  grace.  It  is  not  the  legaliil, 
or  proud  Fharifee,  but  the  poor  humble  publican,  who  is 
fmiting  on  his  breaft,  and  crying,  **  God  be  merciful  to  me  a 
finner,"  that  fubmits  to  the  revelation  of  grace.  And  truly 
I  never  think  a  man  truly  humbled  till  he  be  brought  fo  fiar 
o£P  his  law-bottom,  on  which  he  ftands  by  nature,  as  to  lie 
down  like  a  worm  at  the  feet  of  fovereign  grace,  heartilj 
content  to  be  indebted  to  free  grace  for  life,  righteoufnefs, 
pardon,  and  falvation. 

2.  God  has  fuch  refped  unto  the  humble  foul  becaufe  it  is 
ti  fruit  of  his  own  Spirit  inhabiting  the  foul,  and  an  evidence 
of  the  foul's  union  with  the  Lord  Jefas  Chrift,  in  whom  alone 
We  are  accepted. 

3.  This  is  a  difpofition  that  makes  the  foul  like  Chrift  ; 
and  the  likcr  that  a  perfon  be  to  Chrift,  God  loves  him  ay  the 
better.  We  are  told,  that  Chrift  was  meek  and  lowly  $  he 
did  not  ctyy  nor  lift  upy  nor  caufe  his  voice  to  be  heard  in  the 

Jlreets :  though  he  was  the  brightnefs  of  his  Father's  glory, 
yet  he  was  content  to  appear  in  the  form  of  afervant ;  though 
he  was  rich,  yet  he  was  content  to  become  poor,  that  we  through 
his  poverty  might  be  rich.  Now,  the  humble  foul,  being  the 
image  of  Chrift,  who  is  the  exprefs  image  of  his  Father,  God 
eannot  but  have  a  regard  unto  him. 

iV.  The  fourth  thing  in  the  method  was,  to  lay  before  you 
fome  marks  by  which  you  might  try,  whether  ye  be  among  the 
bumble  and  lowly,  to  whom  God  has  fuch  a  regard.  You  have 
efpecially  need  to  try  this  now,  when  you  are  to  make  a  fa- 
lemn  approach  unto  God  at  his  table.  '^  Let  a  man  examine 
himfelf,  and  fo  let  him  eat.**  If  you  want  this  lowly  frame 
of  fpirit,  you  cannot  be  welcome  guefts  at  the  flipper  of  the 
great  King. 

Now,  for  your  trial,  I  fliall  fuggeft  thefe  things  following, 
I.  The  lowly  foul  is  one  that  is  many  times  afliamed  t# 
look  up  to  heaven  under  a  fenfe  of  his  own  vil'enefs  and  un- 
worthinefs ;  as  we  fee  in  the  poor  publican,  and  in  David^ 
Pfal.  xl.  12.  **  Innumerable  evils  have  compafted  me  about, 
mine  iniquities  have  taken  hold  upon  me,  fo  that  I  ^m  not 
able  to  look  up :  they  are  more  than  the  hairs  of  mine 
head,  therefore  my  heart  faileth  me."  Indeed,  when  by  faith 
he  looks  to  his  cautioner,  and  his  everlafting  righteoufnefs, 
his  mediation  and  interceffion,  he  has  boldnefs  to  enter  into 
the  hdly  of  holies,  and  can  conAe  with  boldnefs  to  the  throne 
of  grace  :  I  fay,  when  he  looks  to  Chrift,  he  is  not  ajhamed, 
I  Pfal. 
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Pfal.  xxziv.  5.  But  when  he  looks  to  himfelf,  as  he  is  la 
'  himfelf,  he  is  even  afli^med  and  confounded  before  the  Lord, 
and  ready  to  crj  out  with  the  prophet.  If.  vi.  5.  **  Wo  is 
me,  for  I  am  undone^  becaufe  I  am  a  man  of  unclean  lips  :'* 
how  fhall  I  fpeak  unto  the  King,  the  Lord  of  bojls  P  or  how 
ihall  I  appear  before  him  ? 

2.  He  is  one  that  is  many  times  put  to  wonder  that  God 
has  not  deftroyed  him.  He  wonders  that  God  has  kept  hinji 
^ut  of  hell  fo  long,  or  that  he  has  not  let  loofe  his  hand,  and 
made  an  utter  end  of  him :  and  therefore  he  is  much  in  adoring 
mercy,  and  long-fuffering  patience,  with  the  church.  Lam.  iii» 
a 2.  *^  It  is  of  the  Lord's  mercies  that  we  are  not  confumed^ 
)>ecaufe  his  companions  fail  not." 

3.  He  is  one  that  is  moft  abafed  under  the  receipt  of  th^ 
greateft  merci^  and  fwecteft  manifeftations.  We  fee  this  in 
the  inftance  of  David ;  when  God  promifed  to  build  him  9 
fure  houfe,  and  give  him  a  promife  of  the  Meffiah  to  fpring 
of  his  loins,  the  man  he  is  not  lifted  up,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
is  filled  with  wonder  that  God  ihould  ftoop  fo  far  toward  th^ 
like  of  him  :  "  Who  am  I  (fays  he),  that  thou  haft  brought 
me  hitherto?"  The  nearer  that  the  humble  foul  is  admitted 
unto  God,  the  higher  that  he  is  lifted  up  unto  the  mount  of 
enjoyments,  he  ^lls  lower  and  lower  in  his  own  efleemp 
Abraham,  when  admitted  to  plead  with  God  on  the  behalf  of 
jSodom,  Gen.  xviii.  how  does  he  fink  into  nothing  in  his  own 
eyes  ?  "  Behold  now,  I  have  taken  upon  me  to  fpeak  untp 
the  Lord,  which  am  but  duft  and  aihes." 

4  He  is  one  that  renounces  the  law  as  a  covenant,  and  dif.^ 
claims  all  pretenfions  to  righieoufnefs  from  that  airth:  "  I  thro* 
'  the  law,  am  dead  to  the  law,  that  I  might  live  unto  God." 
O,  fays  the  man,  when  he  looks  upon  the  law  of  God  in  its 
fpirituality  and  extent,  what  can  I  expeft  from  that  airth, 
but  wrath  and  ruin  ?  yea,  I  am  condemned  already  by  the 
law  ;  and  if  God  mark  iniquity,  according  tp  the  tenor  of  it^ 
I  am  undone  for  ever :  Pfal.  c&x:s^.  3.  '*  If  thou.  Lord,  fliouldit 
mark  iniquities :  O  Lord,  who  fhall  ftand  ?"  So  then,  try 
yourfelves  by  this.  Has  a  difcovery  of  tthe  law  of  God,  in  its 
fpirituality,  made  you  to  own  and  acknowledge,  that  all  your 
own  righreoufnefs  is  but  asjilthy  rags^  dung  and  lofs  / 

5.  He  is  one  that  has  high,  raifed,  and  admiring  thoughts 
lof  Chrift,  and  of  his  law- biding  righteoufnefs.  As  for  the 
perfon  of  Chrift,  O  the  humble  foul  admires  that :  the  lower 
that  he  falls  in  his  own  efteem,  the  higher  doth  Chrift  rif^ 
in  his  efteem.  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  David  there  is  laid  fo  low  in  his 
own  eyes  that  he  cries,  ver.  2?.  "  So  foolifti  was  I,  and  ig- 
liprant :    I  W2;s  as  a  beaft  before  thee."     Well,  while  it  is 
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thus  with  him,  what  are  his  thoughts  of  Chrift?  See  it,  vcr, 
15.  26.  •*  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee?  and  there  is  none 
upon  earth  that  I  defire  befides  thee.  My  flefh  and  my  heart 
fiaileth  :  but  God  is  the  ftrength  of  my  heart,  and  my  portion 
for  eVer."  And  as  for  the  righteoufnefs  of  GJ.rift,  O  how 
does  his  foul  admire  that,  and  clafp  about  it !  O,  fays  he,  t 
have  no  works,  no  righteoufnefs  of  mine  own,  to  commend 
me  to  God,  or  wherewith  to  ftand  before  him  :  but  he  is 
f  *  the  Lord  my  righteoufnefs  5  and  I  will  go  on  in  his  ftreUgtb, 
making  mention  of  his  righteoufnefs,  even  of  his  only." 

I  might  give  you  feveral  other  marks  of  this  lowlinefs  of 
foul.     I  fliall  only  name  thefe  two  or  three  further.     As, 

I.  He  is  one  that  looks  on  fin  as  his  greateft  burden,  fay- 
ing, with  David,  "  Mine  iniquities  are  gone  over  mine  head: 
^s  an  heavy  burden  they  are  too  heavy  for  me.'*  And  par*- 
ticularly  indwelling  corruption,  the  fountain  of  fin  ;  O  how 
does  he  mourn  and  groan  under  that,  faying,  with  Paul,  Rom. 
vii.  24.  **  Wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  fliall  deliver  mfc 
from  the  body  of  this  death  !" 

3.  He  is  one  that  values  himfelf  leaft,  when  others  vdlue 
him  moil.  O,  fays  he,  others  fee  only  my  outfide  ;  btit  if 
they  faw  the  fwarms  of  abominations,  that  I  fee  and  feel  idi 
my  own  heart,  1  would  be  a  terror  unto  th«m.  When  the 
multitude  is  crying,  "  Hofanna  to  the  Son  of  David,  he  i$ 
riding,  meek  and  lowly,  upon  an  afsj^  and  upon  a  colt,  the  folfe 
of  an  afs."  ' 

3.  He  is  one  that  is  not  puffed  up  with  the  falls  of  otheW,j 
like  fome,  i  Cor.  v.  2. ;  but  rather  the  falls  of  others  con., 
tribute  to  humble  and  empty  him  the  more  of  himfelf.  Hfe 
fees,  from  the  out-breakings  of  others,  what  is  in  his  owa 
lieart,  and  how  much  he  is  obliged  unto  God  for  reftraining 
grace  :  For  if  the  bridle  were  but  laid  on  my  neck,  will  the 
humble  foul  fay,  I  would  be  foon  carried  into  the  fame  excef$ 
pf  riot  with  others. 

4.  The  humble  foul  is  one  that  is  thankful  for  litde  ;  he 
will  not  defpife  the  day  of  fmall  things :  like  the  woman  oiF 
Canaan,  "he  is  content  of  the  crumbs  that  fall  from  the  chil- 
drens  table.  The  humble  foul  is  content  of  a  bare  word 
from  the  Lord.  O,  fays  David,  "God  hath  fpoken  in  hiS| 
holinefs,  I  will  rejoice."  He  thinks  much  of  a  fingle  word 
from  the  Lord's  mouth,  and  waits  for  it,  as  the  fervants  of 
fienhadad,  that  catched  at  every  word  that  dropped  from  the 
toouth  of  the  King  of  IfraeL 

5.  The  humble  foul  is  content  and  defirous  to  know  what 
is  God's  will,  that  he  may  do  it.    Paul  is  no  fooner  humbled. 
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but  lie  cries,  "  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?"  Give 
grace  to  obey,  an'd  command  what  thou  wilt. 

V.  The  Jijih  thing  in  the  method  was,  to  offer  fome  mO" 
fives  to  prefs  and  recommend  this  lowlinefs  and  humility  of 
Jpirit. 

s  y^y  firjl  motive  (hall  be  drawn  froth  the  excellency  of  the 
grace  of  ^iUI\lility ;  and  its  excellency  efpecially  appestrs  ia 
two  things.  •    * 

1.  It  affimilates  the  foul  to  Chrift.  Men  are  inclined  to 
imitate  the  example  of  the  great  ones  of  tiie  earth  ;  but  here 
is  the  mod  noble  pattern  that  ever  was,  even  an  incarnate 
Deity,  faying,  "  Learn  of  me,  for  1  am  meek  and  lowly." 

2.  It  is  the  dilti  guiihing  charader  of  a  C!»riftian.  The 
people  of  God  are  ordin;arily  called  the  humble  and  meek  of 
the  earth.  A  proud  CUriltian  is  a  co  .tradition  ;  for  pride 
is  juft  an  antipode  to  true  religion.  O  what  a  diJBPurence  did 
it  put  between  the  Pharifee  and  the  publican  !  The  proud 
Pharifee  he  brags  God,  as  it  were,  with  his  good  works ; 
?*  God,  I  thank  thee,  that  I  am  not  as  other  men  are,  or  even 
^s  this  publican.  I  faft  twice  in  the  week,  I  give  tithes  of  all 
that  I  poffefs."  But  the  poor  publican  ftands  afar  off,  as  if  the 
Majefty  of  Heaven  were  about  to  Itrike  him  dead ;  and  yet 
the  publican  goes  home  tx)  his  houfe  juflified,  wthile  the  other 
is  rejefted. 

Mot.  2d,  Confider  how  reafonable  this  lowlinefs  and  hu- 
mility of  foul  is.  Whate^'er  way  we  view  ourfelves,  we 
■fhall  find  it  highly  reafonable.  It  is  highly  reafonable,  whe- 
ther we  look  to  ourfelves  in  particular,  or  the  evils  of  the 
,  liand  and  day 'Wherein  we  live. 

I.  I  fay,  take  a  view  of  thyfelf,  man,  woman,  and  thoa 
flialt  find  ground  of  humiliation.     For, 

ijl.  Thou  art  a  creature  fprung  of  earth,  whofe  founda- 
tion i9  in  the  daft,  and  cannot  pretend  to  a  higher  extrad 
than  the  very  earth  under  thy  feet.  Hence  is  tlie  exhorta- 
tion of  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  "  O  earth,  eart^  earth,  hear 
the  Word  of  the  Lord."  Earth  in  thy  original,  earth  as  to 
the  fupports  of  nature,  and  ihall  ret  urn  unto  the  earth  in  the 
end. 

2rf/^,  Thou  art  not  only  a  creature^  but  a  frail  creature, 
wliofe  breath  is  in  thy  noftrils.  Thou  ftandeft  continually 
upon  the  brink  of  an  endlefs  eternity.  And  as  there  liave 
%ut  a  few  years  paffed  over  our  heads  fince  we  arofe  out  of 
the  duft,  fo,  ere  it  be  long,  death  will  fweep  us  off  the  flagc  5 
and  then  all  our  l>eauty,  ftrength,  ftature,  and  other  bodily 
excellencies,  will  be  covered  witli  rottcnnefs :  If.  xl.  67,  8* 
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there  jou  fee  it  is  the  cry  both  of  heaven  and  earth,  that  alt 
jlejh  is  grafs.  Solomon,  giving  a  defcription  of  the  life  of 
man,  he  fums  it  all  up  in  two  £bort  words,  <'  There  is  a  time  , 
to  be  born,  and  a  time  to  die."  He  leaps  over  the  interme- 
diate diftance  between  man's  birth  and  his  burial,  as  a  thing 
that  was  not  worthy  of  his  notice.  He  is  bom,  and  then  he 
dies.  The  moment  of  time  between  the  womb  and  the  tomb 
is  fo  fhort,  might  he  fay,  that  it  does  not  deferv.e  to  be 
named. 

'^dlyy  Thou  art  not  only  a  frail,  but  a  finful  creature^ 
wholly  over-run  with  that  loathfome  leprofy,  from  the  crown 
of  the  head  to  the  fole  of  the  foot.  O  Sirs,  what  reafon  have 
we  to  be  humble,  who  have  defaced  the  image  of  God,  caft 
dirt  on  all  the  divine  attributes,  trampled  his  law  and  autho- 
rity under  our  feet.  The  iinner  has  fwallowed  a  cup  of 
deadly  poifon,  which  will  infallibly  deftroy  him,  if  infinite 
mercy  and  free  grace  prevent  not.  What  ground  has  he  then 
to  be  proud  I  O,  fays  the  prodigal,  ^'  I  have  finned  againft 
heaven,  and  therefore  am  no  more  worthy  to  be  called  thy 
fon,'*  or  to  have  the  room  of  a  hired  fervant  in  the  fiiinily. 

d^tblyy  Thou  art  not  only  a  finful  creature,  but  an  ioipo*' 
tent  creature,  that  can  do  nothing  in  order  to  thy  own  help 
and  relief.  If  God  had  not  laid  help  upon  one  that  is  migh- 
ty, we  had  been  all  of  us  this  day  finking  under  the  fiexy 
mountains  oi  eternal  vengeance  and  wrath.  Such  an  impo- 
tent creature  is  finful  man,  that  as  to  natural  things,  he  can- 
not make  one  hair  of  his  head  white  or  black,  or  add  one 
cubit  to  his  fiature.  And  fo  helplefs  is  he,  as  to  fpiritual 
and  eternal  concerns,  that  he  can  no  more  change  the  wicked 
habits  of  his  heart,  or  the  wicked  ways  of  his  life,  than  the 
£thiopi9n  can  change  his  colour,  or  the  leopard  his  fpots. 

^tbly^  Thou  art  a  variable,  changeable,  and  inconflant 
creature ;  liable  to  many  alterations,  both  as  to  thy  outward 
lor,  and  thy  inward  fiame.  The  man  that  is  in  greateft 
cfteem  to-day,  may  have  his  reputation  ruined  by  the  inve«* 
nomed  tongue  of  calumny  to-morrow.  In  a  word,  thy  health 
may  foon  be  changed  into  ficknei^,  thy  riches  into  pover ty, 
thy  ftrength  into  weaknefs,  thy  beauty  into  ugly  deformity. 
And  as  for  thee,  believer,  though  thy  ftate  be  firm  like  <  the 
mountains,  yet  thy  frame  is  but  a  changeable  thing.  Perhaps 
thou  may.  be  faying  with  David  one  day,  *^  Y^j  thy  favour  my 

^  mountain  ftands  ftrong  ;*'  and  the  next  day  crying  out,  **  I 
am  troubled  with  the  hiding  of  his  countenance."  Although 
perhaps  the  candle  of  the  Lord  may  be  fliining  on  thy  taber- 

nacle,  yet  in  z  ]itt|e  thoij  niay  be  going  mourning  without  th^ 
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a.  This  lowlj  frame  of  fpirit  is  highlj  reafona&le,  if  we 
look  abroad  unto  the  world,  and  particularly  the  land  where- 
in v^e  live.  O  what  great  caufe  of  deep  humiliation  have  we 
this  day  before  the  Lord,  when  we  take  a  viciv  of  the  abound- 
ing profanity  of  our  day !  All  ranks  have  corrurpted  their 
ways ;  a  flood  of  atheifm  and  wickednefs,  Jordan  like,  has 
broke  down  all  its  banks.  Have  we  not  reafon  to  he  hum-* 
bled  for  the  univerfal  barrennefs  that  it  to  be  found  amongfl: 
US,  under  the  drop  of  the  glorious  gofpel  ?  May  not  the  Lord 
fay  to  us,  as  he  faid  of  his  vineyard.  If.  v.  **  I  planted  thee  in 
a  fruitful  foil ;  I  took  all  imaginable  pains  upon  thee,  by  or- 
dinances, by  the  rod,  by  mercies  and  croffes;  yet,  ?fter  all, 
when  I  looked  that  they  fhould  bring  forth  grapes,  heboid, 
they  brought  forth  wild  grapes  ?"  Again,  have  we  not  rea- 
fon to  be  humbled  for  the  lamentable  divifions  that  are  to  be 
found  among  lis?  ''  £ph]::aim  againfl  Manafleh,  ManalTeh 
againft  Ephraim,  ?ind  both  they  together  againft  Ifrael."  Be- 
caufe  of  the  divifions  of  Reuben  there  are  great  thoughts  of 
heart.  Church  and  date  are  divided.  And  among  other  di- 
•vifions  that  have  been  of  late,  we  are  like  to  have  a  new  divi*» 
fion  in  point  of  do6lrine. 

There  is  a  handful  of  minifters,  who  have  lately  put  in  a 
petition  to  our  National  Aflembly,  in  favour  of  fome  of  the 
pure  and  precious  truths  of  the  gofpel,  which  they  conceive 
to  1)e  injured  by  an  aft  of  Affembly.  There  is  a  mighty  erf 
raifed  againft  them,  both  in  pulpits  and  in  common  converfa* 
tion,  as  if  they  were  the  trouhlers  of  Ifraei,  Newfchemer», 
Antinomians,  and  what  not.  Many  ftrange  errors  are  father- 
ed upon  them,  which  they  never  once  thought  of.  I  fliall  be 
far  from  bringing  a  railing  accufation  againft  them  who  ftudj 
to  wound  their  reputation,  and  to  mar  the  fuccefs  pf  their 
miniftry :  for  I  look  on  many  of  them  as  great  and  good  men. 
But  if  they  be  helped  to  bear  reproach  for  the  name  of  Chrift, 
and  for  the  caufe  of  his  truths,  with  humility  and  lowlinef^ 
of  mind,  the  Lord  in  his  own  time  will  find  out  a  way  to  bring 
them  forth  to  the  light,  fo  as  they  ihali  behold  his  righteouf- 
nefs.  And  although  their  reputation  fhould  fink  for  ever  in 
the  world,  under  the  load  of  calumny  that  is  caft  upon  them, 
I  hope  they  think  it  but  a  fmall  facrifice  for  the  leaft  truth  of 
God,  which  is  of  more  worth  than  heaven  and  earth.  How- 
ever, I  fay,  this,  among' other  things,  is  ground  and  caufe  of 
humiliation  in  our  day,  that  any  of  the  precious  truths  of 
Chrift  fhould  be  under  a  cloud,  and  that  we  fhould  be  divided 
in  our  fentiments  thereanent.  Have  we  not  reafon  to  be  deep- 
ly humbled  for  our  woful  defeftions  and  backflidings,  which 
are  the  ground  of  our  divifions  ?    We  are  depatXftd  ixc^m  x^cvfc 
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Lord,  and  the  Lord  is  in  a  great  meafare  departed  from  us* 
What  a  woful  withering  wind  has  blown  upon  God's  vineyard 
in  the  land  !  We  are  fallen  from  oui  firft  love,  our  former  zeal 
for  God  and  his  precious  truths,  and  the  royalties  of  our  Re* 
dcemer's  crown.  And  is  there  not  a  lamentable  decay  as  to 
the  power  and  life  of  godlinei's,  which  hits  dwindled  away  in- 
to an  empty  form  with  the  moft  ?  Vo  conclude,  it  is  not  with 
the  nobles,  gentry,  minifters,  or  people,  in  Scotland,  as  once 
in  a  day  it  has  been  ;  and  the  worft  X)f  it  is,  that  though  it  be 
fo,  though  gray  hairs  are  here  and  there  upon  us,  yet  we  do 
not  perceive  it :  we  make  our  faces  harder  than  a  rock,  and 
refufc  to  return  to  the  Lord,     l^ut  1  hafte  to  a  clofe. 

Mot,  3d,  Take  a  view  of  the  noble  patterns  of  humility  that 
are  fet  before  us  for  our  imitation.  The  faints  militant  are 
patterns  of  it.  Abraham,  the  father  of  the  faithful,  in  the 
Ibrecited  xviiith  of  Genefis,  with  what  humility  does  he 
addrefs  himfelf  unto  God  ?  ^^  Behold,  I  have  taken  upon  ine 
to  fpeak  unto  the  Lord,  which  am  but  dull  and  afhes."  ^  And 
his  grand-fon,  Jacc  b,  follows  his  footfteps  herein,  '^  J  am  lefs 
(fays  he),  than  the  leaft  of  thy  mercies."  In  a  word,  Job^ 
David,  Ifaiah,  Paul,  and  all  the  cloud  of  witneiTes,  have  paft 
vs  a  copy  of  humility.  Again,  the  faints  triumphant  caft  us 
ft  copy  of  this  grace  :  they  take  their  crowds  off  their  heads,and 
caft  them  down  at  the  Mediator's  feet,  afcribing  the  glory  of  all 
mnto  him,  faying,  '*  Unto  him  that  loved  us,  and  wafiied  us 
from  our  fins  in.  his  own  blood,  and  hath  made  us  kings  and 
friefls  unto  God  and  his  Father  ;  to  him  be  glory  and  dominion 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen."  Again,  angels  are  patterns  of  it: 
they  do  not  look  on  it  as  a  difparagemei«t  to  be  minifterin^ 
fpirits  unto  the  heirs  of  glory.  With  what  humility  do  they  ' 
co^  er  their  faces  with  their  wings  m  the  prefence  of  God,  iL 
vi.  ?  Again,  Chriil  is  a  blefled  pattern  of  t)>is  grace :  ^'  Learn 
of  me,  for  J  am  meek  and  lowly :"  he  has  left  us  an  example, 
that  we Jhould follow  hisfieps  therein.  "  He  humbled  him&If^ 
and  became  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs." 
Though  he  was  the  high  God,  yet  '  e  "  took  upon  him 
the  form  of  a  fervant."  And  therefore  "  let  the  fame  mind 
be  in  us,  which  was  alfo  in  Chrift  Je»us,"  Pi  -1.  Ji.  5.  In  a 
•word,  the  infinite  Jehovah,  the  eternal  God,  cafts  us  a  copy  of 
humility :  for  ^'  he  humbleth  himfelf  to  beliold  the  things  that 
are  in  heaven,  and  in  the  earth  ;"  and,  as  you  fee  in  my  text, 
though  he  he  high^yet  has  he  reJpeB  unto  the  lowly.  And  are  not 
all  thefe  patterns  worthy  of  our  higheil  imitation  ?  And  if 
all-  this  will  not  prevail,  1  offer, 

K  fourth  motive,  Confidor  the  evil  and  danger  of  the  fin  of 
pride,  that  lies  direftiy  pppofite  unto  it. 

I.  It 
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t.  It  is  lo^thfome  in  the  fight  of  God  $  he  cannot  endure  to 
look  on  it;  he  beholds  it  afar  off,  Prov^  vL  16.  it  is  fet  in 
the  very  front  of  thefe  things  that  the  Lord  hates:  <<Thefe fix 
things  doth  the  Lord  hate ;  jea,  feven  are  an  abomination  unto 
bim :"  9nd  the  firft  of  them  is  ^ proud  look.  God  hates  every 
fin»  bi»t  he.  pvoclaims  open  war  and  hoftility  againft  the  prood^ 

2.  The  evil  of  it  appears,  in  that  it  is  a  fign  of  a  rotten 
hGBkXt  within :  Hab.  ii.  4.  '^  Behold,  his  foot  which  is  lifted  up» 
is  not  upright  in  him.'*  As  huiiolity  and  finfierity,  £b  pride 
and  hypocrifj  go  hand  in  hand* 

3.  It  is  the  fertile  womb  ol  naany  other  evilsk  It  is  the 
fpring  of  divlfiion  :  Prov.  xiii.  i^.  ^  Only  by  pride  cometh  con<^ 
tention."  As  I  was  faying  juft  now,  there  are  a  great  many 
divifions  amongft  us  at  this  day.  Church  and  ftate  is  divided^ 
congregatiops  and  families  are  divided,  minifiers  and  people  are 
jjivided :  What  is  the  matter  ?  Pride  lies  at  the  bottom.  If  our 
proud  hearts  were  but  fo  far  humbled,  as  to  confeis  our  faults 
one  to  another,  our  divifions  would  foon  come  to  an  end.  Again 
pride  is  the  mother  of  error  and  herefy ;  a  root  of  bitteme£s  that 
is  troubling  our  I&ael  at  this  day.  Wnen  men,  efpecially  ckr* 
gymen,  who  have  all  a  tang  of  infallibility  with  them,  have  af« 
ferted  any  thing  that  is  amifs  in  point  of  doftrine^  their  pride 
will  AOt  allow  them  to  retrafi:.  Truth  itfelf  muil  rather  fall  a 
facrifice,  than  their  reputation  fink.  Pride  of  reafon  is  the  very 
foul  of  the  Socinian,  smd  pride  of  will  the  foul  of  Arminian  er« 
rors,  and  pride  of  felf-righteoufnefs  is  the  fource  of  that  legal 
^irit  that  fbmuch  prevails  in  our  day.  Again  pride  is/fhe  fpring 
and  root  of  apoftacy  \  for,  fays  Solomon,  '*  Pride  goeth  before 
deilruaion,  ai>d  an  haughty  fpirit  before  a  fall."  Peter's  pride 
was  the  immediate  forerunner  of  his  denying  his  Lord  and 
Mafler.  Rut  again,  confider  that  God  has  a  particular  quarrel 
with  the  fin  of  pride :  he  has  threatened  to  "  fcatter  the  proud, 
in  the  imagination  of  their  own  hearts."  You  ipay^  read  a 
lefture  of  God's  controverfy  with  the  proud.  If.  ii.ii.  12. 
13.  &c.  **  The  lofty  looks  of  man  fhall  be  humbled,  and  the 
haughtinefs  of  men  fhall  be  bowed  down.-p>^The  day  of  the 
Lord  of  hofts  fhall  be  upon  every  one  that  is  proud  and  lofty, 
and  upon  every  one  that  is  lifted  up,  and  he  fliall  be  brought 
low.'*  And  ver.  17.  "  The  loftinefs  of  man  fliall  be  bowed 
down,  and  the  haughtinefs  of  men  fliall  be  made  low  :  and  the 
J-ord  alone  fhall  be  exalted  in  that  day."  O  what  ruin  has  the 
fin  of  pride  brought  along  with  it ! 

ifif  It  turned  angels  into  devils,  and  threw  them  from  heaven 
into  hell ;  "  being  lifted  up  with  pride,  they  fell  into  condem- 
nation," as  the  apoftle  infinu  As.     God  could  not  endure  pride 
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to  dwell  fo  iiear  hi  in  ;  and  therefore  he  tumbled  them  d(^wa 
from  heaven,  and  laid  them  under  chains  of  eiernal  darknefs. 

^dly^  It  was  pride  that  has  wrecked  all  mankind,  when  it 
^reeped  out  of  the  higher  into  the  lower  Paradife.  '*  Ye  fliaU 
be  as  gods,"  faid  the  ferpent ;  and  immediately  tlie  bait  was 
Catched  at ;  though  in  the  event  it  made  them  liker  the  devfl 
than  God. 

'^dljj  We  might  trace  the  ftory  of  what  ruins  it  bath 
brougni  with  it  upon  the  ungodly  world.  Pharaoh  refiifes  t» 
bowfo  far  to  the  command  of  God,  as  to  let  Ifrael  go;  faying 
**  Who  is  the  Lord  that  I  fhould  obey  him :"  And  therefore 
he  and  his  hqfl  fhall  ''  fink  like  lead  in  the  mighty  waters.** 
Haman's  pride  brought  him  to  an  ignominious  end  :  though  he 
^as  his  prince's  greatefl  favourite  to-day,  yet  he  was  hanged 
to-morrow,  on  the  gallows  which  he  had  fet  up  for  poor  Mot* 
decai.  Nebuchadnezzar  proudly  vaunts  himfelf  of  his  royal 
{>alace,  '<  Is  not  this  great  Babylon  that  I  have  built  for  the 
houfe  of  the  kinigdom,  by  the  mi^ht  of  my  power,  and  for  the 
honour  of  my  majeily  ?"  and  immediately  he  is  turned  out  from 
the  fociety  of  men,  and  made  to  eat  grafs  with  the  oxen. 
Herod^  after  his  fine  oration,  he  receives  that  applaufe  from  the 
j)eople  without  any  check,  **  It  is  the  voice  of  a  god,  and  not. 
of  a  man ;  and  immediately  the  angel  of  the  Lord  fmites  him^ 
and  he  is  eaten  of  worms." 

^thlyy  As  God  has  puidihed  it  in  the  wicked,  fo  he  has  ihew* 
^d  his  refentment  againft  it  in  his  own  children.  And  pafii 
^ho  will,  they  fliall  not  mifs  a  ftroke,  if  their  hearts  be  lifted 
up  within  them  :  **  You  only  have  I  known  of  all  the  families 
of  the  earth  j  therefore  I  will  punifli  you  for  al^  ymir  iniquities," 
David's  pride  prompted  him  to  rumber  Ifrael,  that  he  might 
make  his  brag  that  he  was  king  over  fo  many  thoufands ;  and 
thereupon  a  raging  peftilence,  in  three  days  time,  fweeps  away 
feventy  thoufaijd  of  Ifrael.  Hezekiah's  pride  made  him  to  ihew 
his  treafure  of  precious  things  to  the  king  of  Babylon's  ambafia- 
dors  ;  and  therefore  his  pofterity  and  his  treafures  muft  be  car- 
ried away  to  Babylon  out  of  their  native  land.  In  a  word,  tbo* 
Jrou  were  as  the  fignet  on  God's  right  hand,  ye  (hall  not  efcape 
a  ftroke  of  fatherly  wrath  and  anger,  if  you  allow  pride  to  lodge 
in  your  hearts.  That  rhreatening  (hall  furely  take  place,  both 
among  friends  and  enemies,  Prov.  xxix.  23.  "A  man's  pride 
fliall  bring  him  low."  And  if  it  mifs  his  perfon,  it  fiiall  fall 
heavy  on  his  family :  Prov,  xv.  25.  "  Ihe  Lord  will  deftroy  the 
houfe  of  the  proud," 

Vl#  The^xtb  and  /q^  thin^  propofed  was,  to  offer  afevi 

advicesf 
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mdvtces,  in  order  to  your  attaining  this  lowly  frame  ofid  tempet^ 
effouff  which  the  high  God  dothfo  much  regard* 

1.  Go  to  the  law  as  a  fchoolmafter  \  read  the  ten  command* 
ments,  and  Chrii^'s  fpirituat  commentarj  upon  them,  Matth.  v. 
View  the  law  of  God  in  its  utmoft  extent  and  fpirituality  ; 
for  it  is  exceeding  broad.  This  would  make  the  proudeft  heart 
to  lie  ia  the  duft :  Rom.  vii.  9.  *'  I  was  alive  without  the  law 
once :  but  when  the  commandment  came,  iin  revived,  and  I 
^ed.''  The  feathers  of  his  pride  and  legal  righteoulnefs  fooa 
feU,  when  the  law  in  its  fpirituality  was  fet  before  his  eyes. 

2.  CJet  Chrift  to  dwell  in  your  heart  by  faith  ;  for  the  reign*r 
ing  power  of  this  evit  is  never  broken^  till  Chrift  come  by  ti:e 
power  of  his  Spirit,  bringing  down  the  towering  imaginations 
of  the  heart,  and  ered  his  throne  there.  The  morp  of  Chrift, 
the  more  humility ;  and  the  lefs  of  Chrift»  the  more  ppde» 
When  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  enters  into  the  heart,  he  ftamps 
the  likenefs  and  image  of  Chrift  there.  O  then,  if  you  would 
have  this  humility  and  lowlinefs  of  fpirit,  "lift  up  the  everlaft- 
ing  doors,  that  the  King  of  glory  may  come  in ':'  he  brii.gs  a 
glorious  retinue  of  graces  with  him,  whereof  this  is  one  of  the 
firft. 

3  Be  much  in  viewing  the  glorious  perfeftions  of  the  Majefty 
of  heaven,  as  they  are  difplayed  in  the  works  of  creation  and 
providence  ;  but  efpecially  as  they  fliine  in  the  face  of  Jefu$ 
Chrift,  and  the  glorious  work  of  redeipptioQ  througl|  j.im. 
When  the  prophet  Kalah  faw  the  Lord  high  and  lifted  up,  and 
his  train  filling  the  temple,  he  cries  out,  "  Wo  is  me,  for  i  an^ 
undone,  becaufe  I  am  a  man  of  unclean  lips."  See  Job  xlii. 
5.6.  "I  have  heard  of  thee  (fays  he),  by  the  hearinjg  of  the 
ear :  but  now  Mine  eye  feeth  thee.  Wherefore  1  abbot  myfelf]^ 
and  repent  in  duft  and  alhes." 

4,  Be  much  in  viewing  the  rock  whence  ye  were  hewn,  and 
the  hole  of  the  pit  whence  ye  were  digged  j  I  mean  your  ori* 
ginal  corruption  and  depravation  j  h  ^w  yoi;  are  coqc^iyed  in 
fin,  and  brought  forth  in  iniquity.  And  O  how  mucii  of  this 
cleaves  even  to  believets  themfelves,  while  they  are  on  this  fide 
of  eternity  !  There  is  a  law  in  the  members  continually  warring 
againjl  the  law  of  the  mind,^  This  l^id  the  great  apoftle  Paul  in 
the  duft,  notwithtt^nding  of  liisliigh  attainnicnts, 

5.  Be  much  in  viewing  the  vanity  of  t!;e  creature,  and  all 
things  below.  "  Vanity  and  yexa^tion  of  fpint''  is  written  in 
legible  characters  upon  all  things  under  the  fua.  '*  T^e  falhi- 
on  of  this  world  is  pafliug  away.*'  Be  much  ia  viewing  t  .e 
bed  of  the  grave,  where  you  muft  lie  down  (hortly,  and  where 
rottennefs  and  corruption  fliaU  cover  you ;  let  tliis  m^ke  you 
fay  J  with  Job,  "to  corruption,  Thou  art  my  father  j  and  to 
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the  worm.  Thou  art  my  mother,  and  my  &fter."  View  M 
awful  tribunal,  and  an  endlefs  eternity,  that  is  to  follow  oil 
the  back  of  death,  where  you  and  1  ihortly  fliall  ftand  (onnels, 
and  receive  a  fentence  from  the  righteous  Judge,  which  fiudi' 
determine  our  ftate  for  ever, 

6.  Laftfyi  Be  much  in  eyeing  thefe  patterns  of  lowlinefe  and 
humility  which  I  already  mentioned.  God,  angelsj^  and  faints, 
have  caft  you  acopj  of  it.  But  efpecially  be  much  in  viewing 
the  humility  and  humiliation  of  the  Son  of  Grod,  which  iSf  pro.. 
pofed  as  the  great  pattern,  Phil,  ii  5.  6.  7.  8.  *f  Let  this  mind 
be  in  you  which  was  alfo  in  Chrift  Jefus  :  Who  being  in  the 
form  of  God,  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God : 
but  made  himfelf  of  no  reputation,  and  took  upon  him  the  form 
of  a  fervant,  and  was  made  in  the  likenefs  of  men  :  and  bring 
found  in  faffaion  as  a  man,  he  humbled  himfelf,  and  became 
obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs.'* 
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1  Cor.  vii^  I. — Having  therefore  thefe  promifes^  dearly  hem 
loved,  let  us  cleanfe  ourf elves  from  all  flthinefs  of  the  fUfbi 
and  fpirit^  perfeBing  holinefs  in  the  fear  of  God, 

Jtev.  xxii.  14. — Blejfed  are  they  that  do  his  commandments^ 
that  they  may  have  right  to  the  tree  of  life ^  and  may  enter 
in  through  the  gates  into  the  city. 

John  vii.  17. — If  any  man  will  do  his  will,  he  fbtill  know  of 
the  doBrine,  whether  it  be  of  God,  or  whether  X  fpeai  of 
myfelf 

PREFACE. 

THE  following  difcourfe  is  one  of  thofe  for  which  I  am  become 
a  debtor  to  the  public,  on  the  occafion  mentioned  in  the  preface  of  that 
upon  Rev.  iii.  4.  Although  I  ^m  abundantly  fenfiblc  of  my  lame  ma- 
ntgement  of  this  important  fubjed ;  yet  1  am  not  confcious  of  fwcr- 
ving,in  aiiy  one  point  of  tiodrine,  from  the  word  of  God,  and  the  ap« 
proven  ftandards  of  this  church :  and,  if  in  the  leaft  jot  I  have  departed 
therefrom,  cither  in  this  or  any  other  of  thefe  fermnns  charged  with 
kctcr^doxy,  I  am  fo  far  fro^i  pretending  to  infallibility,  that  I  hope  I 
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ihall  never  be  afitimed  jpublicly  to  retrad  what,  opon  convl^iooi  fliall  . 
be  found  to  be  amifs. 

I  look  upon  it  as  one  of  the  moft  difficult  things  that  belongs  to  us 
itunifterBy  in  the  difpenfation  of  the  everlafting  gofpel,  fo  to  divide  the 
word  of  truth,  as  to  deliver  it  in  the  order  and  connedion  wherein 
God  has  laid  it  in  the  new  covenant.  Indiftind  views  here  cannot 
mifs  to  lead  both  ourfelves  and  nearers  into  a  maze  and  labyrinth  of 
confuiT0ti,  and  exceedingly  mar  the  fweetnefd  of  divine.truth,  with  the 
lliccefs  of  the  gofpel.  Every  truth  of  God,  even  in  itfdf,  and  abftmdly 
confidered,  is  precious ;  but  the  beauty,  luftre,  and  fweetnefs  ofdi- 
•vine  truth  is  never  feen  or  felt,  until  the  truth  be  known  **  as  it  is  in 
Jefus."  All  the  truths  of  divine  reveUtion  meet  in  him,  as  the  beams 
in  ti^e  fun,  or  as  tiie  fpokes  of  a  wheel  in  their  centre ;  infomuch  that,' 
if  any  truth  of  God  be  handled,  or  any  duty  of  the  law  inculcate,  ab- 
ftradly  from  him,  it  is  taken  out  of  its  proper  place  where  God  has  let 
it,  and  confequently  caimot  mifs  to  lofe  its  iavour  and  beauty :  and 
therefore  it  was  not  without  ground  the  apoftle  cxprefled  himfelf,  as 
we  have  it,  i  Cor.  ii.  a.  <*  I  determined  not  to  know  any  thing  among 
you,  fave  Jefus  Chrift,  and  him  crucified."  He  is  the  glorious  "  foun- 
dation laid  in  Zion,"  and  "  another  foundation  can  no  man  lay ;"  and 
if,  in  building,  we  do  not  keep  our  ey^s  continually  on  this  chief  corner 
Jione^  we  cannot  fhun  to  make  very  confufed  and  irregular  work.  In  a 
particular  manner,  when  we  inculcate  good<works  upon  our  hearers,  if 
we  do  not  lead  them,  m  the  tirft  place,  to  (ivork  \hAt  great  <work  ofGod^ 
namely,  to  **  believe  on  him  whom  he  hath  fent,"  we  do  but  prefs 
them  to  build  caftles  in  the  air,  which  fall  down  as  fail  as  they  are 
reared  up.  All  our  works  will  be  found  to  be  but  empty  cyphers  in  the 
day  of  the  Lord,  if  this  foundation  be  not  firfl  laid.  The  root  on  which 
they  grow,  namely  that  of  the  old  Adam,  being  rottemefs^  the  bloffbtn 
cannot  mifs  to  go  up  as  the  duft.  , 

It  is  the  ruin  of  thoufands  in  the  vifible  church,  that,  whenever  the 
law  of  God  has  pricked  or  wouiided  their  hearts,  and  brought  them 
under  any  concern  for  iklvation  ;  that,  being  married  to  the  law  as 
an  huiband,  they  run  to  it  for  relief.'  Hence  it  is  the  ordinary  dialed 
of  awakened  fihncrs,  before  the  revelation  of  the  remedy,  <«  What 
fhall  we  do  V  or,  •'  What  good  thing  fliall  we  do  to  inherit  eternal 
life?*'  And,  accordingly,  they  fall  a  doing  and  working ;  and  there 
they  reft ;  by  which  means,  thefe  very  duties,  which  Ihouldlead  them 
to  Chrift,  prove  a  bar  and  hinderance  of  their  coming  to  him.  But, 
fince  the  fall  of  Adam,  the  law  was  never  given  to  man  with  a  defigia 
that  he  Ihould  reft  or  itay  in  it,  but,  that  man,  by  the  law,  might  be 
carried  forth  to  him,  who  is  "  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs  to 
every  one  that  beheveth."  I  own,  that  they  who  reft  in  the  law  an4 
its  works,  may  find  fome  fort  of  peace  and  cafe  for  a  while  ;  but  true, 
folid,  and  lafting  peace,  can  never  be  found  on  this  fide  of  Chrift. 

We  do  not  read  of  any  plafter  that  the  ftung  Ifraelites  were  to  make 
ufc  of  for  their  healing,  but  only  looking  to  the  bru%enjerpent.  if  tticy 
had  made  a  confedion  of  the  beft  herbs  in  the  wildemelB,  or  a  plaftcr 
of  all  the  fovercign  ingredients  in  the  world,  and  withall  heaped  up 
Inountains  of  prayers,  or  puured  out  fcas  of  tears,  all  would  not  have 
helped,  if  they  had  not  lookedMw\o  the  brazen  Jer pent.  God  had  ap- 
pointed that  as  the  only  cjouy  of  relief ;  and  therctbrt  nothing  elie  could 
perform  the  cure.  So,  here,  God  hath  fet  up  his  Chrift,  as  the  only^ 
<a)»y  of  life  ;  he  hath  lifted  him  Up  upon  the  pole  of  the  gofpel,  "  that 
whpfoever  believeth  in  him  iliould  not  perilli,  but  have^eternril  life." 
And  though  we  fhould  fpend  our  whole  time  and  ftrength,  in  praying, 
mourning,  and  other  ads  Of  pbedience,  all  would  be  of  no  avail,  unlets 
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%e  made  ofe  of  Cod's  remedy,  in  a  way  of  believing,  and  that  ii» 
*^  Look  unto  me,  and  be  ye  faved,  all  the  ends  uf  the  earth.*'    IfaUh 

Xlv,  IX.  . 

Eut,  fay  ye,  by  this  means  we  may  lay  afide  praying,  reading,  hear- 
ing, and  other  duties  of  obedience,  altogether.  I  anfwer,  By  no 
means.  I  do  not  bid  you  quit  duties,  but  only  as  a  pl.^fter  for  he-ilins 
your  wonnds,  or  as  a  ground  of  acceptance.  Duties,  indeed,  are  fub« 
I'ervicnt  unto  the  cuie,  but  they  themTeives  are  not  the  cure.  For 
inftaice,  prayer  is  a  feekmg  of  the  cure,  but  not  the  cure  itfelf :  ia 
reading  and  hearing,  we  r re  directed  Jbo<w  to  come  ^.  t  the  cut  e,  but  thefe 
arc  not  the  cure.  We  would  rtck  -n  it  a  piece  of  prodigious  foily,  for" 
€me  in  diftrefs  to  reckon  Mmielf  /iCded,  merely  upon  i.is  feckuig  and 
getting  a  pjyfician's  dvice,  though  he  never  App  y  the  remedy  prc- 
icribed.  By  our  works  of  obedience,  btfore  convcrlion,  like  tht  man 
lying  at  the  pool,  we  only  ftudy  to  have  a  deportinei  t  mitablc  unto  ' 
thei'e  who  wait  for  divine  mercy  ;  and  by  our  obedience,  .ifter  conver- 
fion,  we  only  exprcf;*  our  gratitude  for  the  cure,  which  e,  in  his  fove* 
xeign  grace,  hath  wrought,  by  the  iSpirit^^  apphcatio  ?  or  the  blood  of 
Jcfus :  bnt  ftdl  thele  works  of  or>edicnce,  whether  before  or  after  cbn- 
^erfion,  are  not  the  cure.  It  is  a  knowi^  n»axim  amo  .g  found  uivines, 
^vat  neing  jujlijled  <ive  <UJorJtt  but  five  do  not  nvork  tb.;t  «fve  may  bejvfttficd* 
So  then,  let  us  never  put  our  duties  in  the  loom  of  *..nrift.  1  he  man 
that  refts  in  any  thin.;  on  thih  fide  of  Chrift,  will  at  laft  reft  on  this  fide 
cf  heaven.  AU  our  duties  and  works  of  obedience  wdi  be  but  as  ropet' 
of  fand,  orchainsof  glafs,  too  brittle  to  draw  our  fouis  uptt>  glory. 

It  is  very  obfervable,  that  the  order  and  conneftion  betwixt  duty  and 
privilege  is  quite  inverted  in  the  covenant  of  grace,  frojn  what  it  waa 
«r;der  Adam's  covenant.  In  the  laft^f  theie,  duty  was  the  foundation 
cf  privilege;  but,  in  the  firft,  viz.  the  new  covenant,  privilege  received 
fey  fdith  is  the  foundation  of  duty.  In  Adam's  covenant,  man  was  tirft 
to  do  his  duty  ;  and  on  that  i,round,  in  a  w.^y  of  p;idional  debt,  he 
might  cxpeft  and  plead  the  reward  of  life.  But  now,  roan  having  for- 
feited life  by  the  breach  oi'  that  covenai.t,  God  will  have  him  to  take 
Fife  as  a  free  gift  through  Chrift  ;  and  thus  to  fet  i;i8  feal  to  his  record, 
♦*  that  he  hath  given  to  us  eternal  life,  in  his  fon  Jefus  Chrift;"  and 
thereupon,  as  a  fruit  and  eyiuence  of  life  received,  he  will  have  us  per- 
form the  duties  of  his  law. 

It  is  pleafant  to  obfeiye,  that,  when  God  publiflied  tht  law  at  Mount 
Sinai,  he  uflicred  it  in  witj<  the  ^rreat  new  covenant  grant,  **  I  am  the 
Lord  thy  God,  which  have  brought  thee  out  of  the  lai.d  of  Egypt,  out 
of  the  houfe  of  bondage."  Here  is  the  oljcft  and  foundation  of  their 
faith ;  and  thereuoon  he  founds  their  obedicce  unto  the  precepts  of  the 
moral  law.  **  xKou  fhalt  have  no  other  ^ods  before  me.  'Ihou  flialt 
not  make  unto  thee  any  grayen  image,  'i  hou  (ha it  not  take  the  name 
of  the  Lord  thy  God  in  vain.  Remember  the  Sabbath-day,  to  keep  it 
holy,"  &c.  If  the  commandments  of  the  moral  law  had  been  fet  lirft, 
an<j  thereupon  God  had  faid,  **  X)o  tnefe  thmgs,  and  I  will  be  your 
Cod  ;"  this  had  been  a  pure  covenant  of  works  indeed.  But  firft  i»e 
reveals  himjelf  as  tbeir  God  in  Chrifly  a  recon^^iled  God  and  Reocemcr  j 
and,  upon  this  footing,  prtfles  obedience  to  his  commandments.  So 
tliat,  I  fay,  the  order  of  do<ilrine  laid  in  the  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel, 
is  firft  to  lead  the  finner  by  faith  unto  Chrift,  and  to  God  in  him  ;  and 
thereupon  to  inculcite  obedience  to  the  law  as  a  rule  of  duty.  This  or- 
der of  dodrine  I  find  nicely  obferved  by  the  Weftminfter  AfTembly,  iq 
compihng  our  excellent  Confeflion  of  Faith  and  Cateehifms;  where 
they  tell  us  firft  ewhut  nve  r.re  to  believe^  and  then  the  duties  nv.-icu  Goi 
veqiures  of  man*    Ihe  lame  method  we  find  the  apoftle  Paul  obferves  iq 
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inoft  of'bi8  epiftles.  So  that  this  is  no  new  fchcme,  but  the  gooiold^ojofL 
And  if  this  order  of  doctrine  be  inverteti,  wt  difturb  the  comely  order 
which  infinite  wifdom  has  laid  in  the  difp«rnfation  of  the  new  covenant, 
and  infallibly  return  b.icfc  to  ^n  old  covenant  of  works. 

This  is  the  order  I  have  a.med  at  in  the  following  difcourfc :  whe- 
ther I  -have  hit  it  right,  or  not,  I  leave  it  to  others  to  judge.  I  do  free- 
ly own  that,  ever  fince  I  knew  any  thing  of  Chriftianityy  I  never  found 
^eater  difficulty  in  any  thing,  than  to  bring  my  heart  to  fall  in  with 
this  Older  of  the  new  covenant.  And  even  after  the  foul,  as  to  the 
tnain^  is  brought  to  acquiefcc  in  this  new  method  of  f  dvation  ;  yet 
there  is  fo  much  of  the  old  Adam,  I  mem  of  a  legal  Spirit,  in  u-s,  a« 
is  ftill  leading  us  infenlibly  back  to  Adam's  cove nant^  viz.  to  expert 
mercy,  grace,  and  glory,  on  the  fcore  of  foxctning  wrought  in  us,  or 
done  by  us.  «And  our  words,  who  are  mit  iflers,  do  many  times  betray 
the  Iv-gality  of  our  "hearts :  which  1  fpeak  in  a  way  of  regret,  from  my 
own  iXd  experience,  not  in  a  way  of  rcfloftiim  upon  others.  And  I 
make  no  doubt,  but  fuch  as  have  a  true  taftt  of  the  gofpei,  may  find 
fomething  of  this  in  the  following  difcourfe,  though  I  have  endeavour- 
ed to  ihun  It  as  much  as  1  could. 

•  -  If,  by  the  publication  of  thefe  imperfed  fcrips,  any  fhall  be  provo* 
ked  to  handle  this,  or  any  of  the  other  fubjedts,  with  more  accuricy, 
which  may  be  eafily  done,  I  ihall  heartily  rejjice.  And  if  cither  the 
church  of  God,  or  any  particular  Ibul,  ftiall  be  edified  by  reading  this, 
or  any  other  of  the  quarrelled  fermons,  he  owes  no  thanks  to  me,  but 
only  to  that  -God,  who,  by  his  over-ruling  provdence,  **  makes  t"he 
wrath  of  man  to  praife  him :"  and,  for  my  own  part,  1  delire  to  be- 
lieve,  *^  that  the  remainder  of  his  wiath  he  will  reftrain." 

PORTMOAK,    >  E*E* 

June  6.  1726.  J 

Tit.  lii.  8. — This  is  a  faithful  faying^  and  thefe  things  I  witl 
that  thou  affirm  confiantly^  that  they  which  have  believed  im 
God,  might  lie  careful  to  maintain  good  works  :  thefe  things 
are  good  and  profitable  unto  men. 

THE  apoftle  having,  in  the  preceding  part  of  this  chapter^ 
particularly  from  the  4th  verfe,  aad  downwards,  givea 
a  brief  fummary  or  epitome  of  the  do^rine  of  the  gofpel,  and 
of  the  free  grace  of  God  towards  finners,  through  the  impu- 
ted righteoufnefs  of  ©ur  Lord  Jefus  Chrift ;  he  proceeds,  la 
this  8di  verfe,  to  fhut  up  the  whole  with  a  ferious  advice  un- 
to Titus,  what  ufe  to  make  of  the  doctrine  of  grace  anwng 
his  hearers ;  namely,  upon  that  footing,  to  urge  them  to  t!)e 
ftudy  of  pra6):ical  godlinefs  as  ^reat  gain  :  This  is  a  faithful 
faying,  and  thefe  things  I  will  that  thou  affirm  conftantly.  Sec. 

Where  thefe  things  are  confiderable, 

I.  We  have  the  apoftle's  epilogue,  or  conclufion,  with  which 
he  duts  up  that  grave  and  weighty  fubjedl,  which  he  had   ' 
bee»i  treating  in  tiie  preceding  verfes.   This  is  a  faithful  fay-^ 
ing.     Some  indeed  do  underftand  this  as  a  preface  unto  what 
£f>ilows)  but  I  find  tlie  generality  of  interpreters  do  rather 
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conned  the  afTeveration  with  what  went  before,  and  particn* 
larly  with  what  the  apoftle  had  afTerted  in  the  verfe  imme- 
diately  preceding,  to  wit,  **  That  being  juftified  by  his  grace, 
we  ihoiUd  be  nia4e  heirs  according  to  the  hope  of  eternal  Ufe  ;** 
and  then  immediately  adds,  This  is  a  faithful  fayii^.  The 
apoftle  forefaw,  bj  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  that, the  doftrine 
of  grace  would  ipeet  with  ftrange  oppofition  in  after  ages  of 
the  world ;  and  that  oppofition  was  already  begun  in  his  own 
day,  as  appears  from  his  epiftle  to  the  Galatians ;  and  there-' 
fore  ratifies  it  with  the  greater  folemnity,  This  is  a  faithful 
faying.  From  whence  I  obferve  by  the  by.  That  as  minifters 
of  Chrift  are  to  declare  the  whole  counfel  of  God,%  there  are 
fome  truths  that  need  to  be  more  vouched  and  dwelt  upoa 
than  others ;  particularly  truths  that  are  more  fundamental-, 
and  moft  controverted  by  gainfayers.  Hence  we  find,  there 
IS  fometimes  an  oyes,  or  a  watchword,  added  to  ibme  truths, 
requiring  our  more  diligent  attention,  and  ferious  entertain- 
ment. Thus  the  apoftle  here,  confidering  the  oppofition  the 
dodrine  of  grace  would  meet  with  from  men  of  legal  fpirits, 
he  adds  this  word  of  attention  to  the  clofe  of  it,  Hhis  is  a 
faithful  faying.  Miniftei^s  are  watchmen,  and  fet  for  the  de^ 
fence  of  the  truth  ;  and  therefore,  when  any  truth  of  God  is 
in  danger,  they  are  to  double  their  guard,  and  to  fupport 
thefe  truths  that  are  moft  attacked  by  th^  enemy,  that  fo  they 
may  not  fall  in  the  ftreets.  And  if  it  be  the  duty  of  minifters 
tb  teach,  inculcate,  and  fupport  thofe  truths  that  are  co^tro* 
verted  or  contradided  ;  furely  it  is  alfo  the  duty  of  people  to 
fiudy  thefe  truths,  and  the  arguments  that  fupport  them,  ^at 
fo  they  may  be  in  a  capacity  to  diftinguilh  between  truth,  and 
error,  and  ^^  to  give  a  reafon  of  the  faith  and  hope  that  is  in 
them.'*  The  Bereans  have  a  high  commendation  given  them  ^ 
they  are  called  men  of  noble  and  excellent  fpirits,  on  this  ac- 
count, that  they  Ti^ould  not  fwallow  down,  by  an  implicit  faith, 
the  do6^rines  taught  even  by  the  apoftles  themfelves :  no,  but 
they  tried  even  the  apoftolic  doftrine  by  the  ftandard  of  thr 
law  and  teftimony.  And  this  is  a  thing  not  only  Qoxaxpandr 
ed  and  commended  in  the  fcriptures  of  truth,  but  moft  agrees 
able  likewife  to  the  didlates  of  right  reafon.  How  is, it  pof- 
fible  that  people  can  obey  the  command  of  "  contending  for 
the  faith  once  delivered  unto  the  faints,"  if  they  do  not  un^ 
derftand  the  dodrine  of  faith,  particularly  theie  doftrines  that 
arc  in  danger  of  being  wrefted  from  them  ?  Minifters  ai^e  call- 
ed **  ftewards  in  the  houfe  of  God,  and  ftewards  of  the  myf* 
teries  of  God."  Now,  you  know  it  is  very  much  the  intereft 
of  the  houfe  or  family,  to  fee  that  their  fteward  feed  them 
with  found  and  wholefome  food;  otherwife  they  may  come  tp 
X  *  fwallow 
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fcrallow  a  ftone  ieftoad  of  bread>  pr  a  fcorpiott  inftead  of  % 
fi&.  We  caB  yoii^  Sirs>  to  examine  and  ttj  (hxv  do^riaes  at 
the  bar  of  the  word }  and  il  they  wiH  net  abi(te  the  triat  there; 
kt  theor.fink  and  perilh  for  ever.  There  is  always  grQund 
to  fufpea  any  fee  of  men  who  decline  or  fliun  any  faiir  trial 
of  tbeir  doArtnes  j  for  <*  he  that  doth  truth,  cometh  to  the 
Kght,  that  his  deeds  may  be  made  manifeft,  that  they  are 
wrought  in  God."     But, 

a.  In  the  wordis  we  have  an  apoftoHc  command  j^ven  unto 
Tkus,  and  in  him  to  all  minifters  of  the  gofpel,  V^hefi  thihgs 
ttviff  that  tbotta^nt  conftantlyJ*  The  word  in  the  original 
rendered  affirm,  is  borrowed  from  the  praftice  of  thefe  who, 
when  they  buy  or  fell  a  thing,  do  oblige  tbemfelves  to  main- 
tsun  the  claim  and  title  againft  all  law-fuits  or  entanglements. 
Titusj^  and  other  minifters,  are  not  only  to  teach  the  doftrines 
of  the  gofpel,  but  to  confirm  and  make  them  good  againft  aU 
the  cavils  or  queftions  that  may  be  moved  about  them. 

J.  In  the  words  we  have  a  particular  dpftrine  which  the 
apoftle  recommends  to  be  taught  by  Titus,  namely,  "  That 
they  who  have  believed  in  God,  fliould  be  careful  to  main- 
tain good  works."  Where  notice  the  foundation  of  all  good 
works,  and  that  is  believing  in  God,  to  wit,  in  God  as  he  is 
manifcfted  in  Chrift,  God  reconciling  thq  world  to  himfelf ; 
for  out  of  Chrift  he  cannot  be  the  objeft  of  faith,  but  of  ter- 
ror, to  a  guilty  finner.  Now,  this  believing  in  Go4  is  the 
very  foundation  of  all  good  works  :  for  **  without  faith  it  is 
impoffible  to  pleafe  God  :'*  and  they  that  have  believed,  are 
enjoined  to  maintain  good  works.  The  word  in  the  original 
Is  borrowed  from  the  military,  particularly  fuch  as  fet  tbem- 
felves on  the  front  of  the  battle,  and  march  forward  to  encou- 
rage the  whole  army  to  follow  them.  **  Believers/'  would 
the  apoftle  fay,  **  muft  not  only  do  good  works,  but  muft  he 
patterns  and  enfamples  thereof  to  others  ;"  according  to  that 
of  Chrift,  **  Let  your  light  fo  fhine  before  men,  that  they 
may  fee  your  good  works,  iand  glorify  your  Father  which  is 
in  heaven."  But  the  import  of  this  you  may  meet  with  mor^ 
fully  afterwards. 

4.  We  have  a  very  cogent  and  weighty  reafon  why  belie- 
vers are  to  maintain  good  works  j  why,  fays^  he,  **  Thef(j 
things  are  good  and  profitable  unto  men."  The  apoftle,  in 
the  5th  verfe,  had  fecluded  good  works  from  any  cai'uality  or 
influence  on  our  juftification  or  eternal  falvation :  **  Not  by 
"Works  of  righteoufnefs,  which  we  have  done,  but  according 
to  his  mercy,  he  faved  us."  Now,  left  any  fliould  alledge, 
that,  in  that  cafe,  good  works  were  altogether  ufelefs,  he  adds 
this  as  a  caveat,  and  fays,  '  Do  not  miftafeenlt,  i!ot  ^\\.\vo>3l^ 

Vox.  i.  U  :5^>3Lt 
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your  good  works  hk  not  profitable  for  jnftificatioiiy  jet  dn 
«re  good  and  profitable  unto  men  on  many  other  accouati  r 
of  which  we  may  hear  likewife  afterward. 

The  doArine  I  notice  from  the  words  is  this. 
Doer.  *<  That  as  faith^  or  believing,  is  the  fource  of  good 
works  ;  fo  thefe  good  works,  which  are  the  fruit  of  belie^ 
viiig,  are  good  and  profitable  unto  men.  Or  take  it  thus. 
That  they  who  have  truly  believed,  are  .to  be  careful  to 
maintain  good  works,  thefe  being  good  and  profitable  itBto 
men."  The  foundation  of  this  doi^rine  from  the  words  n 
obvious. 

In  fpeaking  to  it,  I  fhall,  through  divine  affiftance,  obferve 
the  method  following. 

'  L  1  would  fpeak  a  little  of  thefe  good  works,  which  they 
who  have  believed  in  God  are  called  to  maintain. 

II.  Of  that  believing  in  God,  which  is  the  fource  and  fbon* 
tain  of  good  works. 

III.  Shew,  that  thefe  good  works,  flowing  from  faith,  are 
good  and  profitable  unto  men. 

IV.  Apply  the  whole. 

I.  I  fay,  I  would  fpeak  a  little  of  good  works.     Where  I 
would  (hew, 

1 .  What  works  they  are  that  may  be  called  good  wwij, 

2,  What  is  imported  in  maintaining  of  good  works, 

firfl^  What  fort^  of  works  they  are  that  may  be  called 
good  works.  In  general,  then,  you  would  know,  that,  con- 
fidering  the  law  as  a  covenant,  or  an  abilrafted  rule  of  righ« 
teoufnefs,  as  contradiftinft  from  the  gofpel,  there  are  no 
works  done  by  men  that  can  be  called  good  works ;  for 
"  there  is  none  that  doth  good  (in  this  refped),  no  not  one : 
In  many  things  we  offend  all."  The  moft  blamelefs  and  per- 
feft  a(^ions  of  the  moft  confummate  believer  that  ever  drew 
breath  in  God's  air,  while  in  this  ftate  of  lin,  and  imperfec- 
tion, cannot  perform  a  work  legally  good,  becaufe  of  the  mix- 
ture of  fin  that  attends  his  bcft  performances.  And  hence  it 
is,  that  we  fin4  the  faints  in  fcripture  owning,  that  they  could 
not  Jlandy  if  Godfbould  mark  iniquity  ;  that  all  their  righteovf^ 
nefs  is  as  filthy  rags  )  that  tiieir  goodnefs  extendeth  not  to  him* 
6  Sirs,  if  God  fliould  "  lay  judgement  to  the  line,  and  righ- 
teoufnefs  to  the  plummet,"  we,  and  all  our  good  work^. 
Would  be  for  ever  rejefted,  like  reprobate  Jilver,  And  there-? 
fore  we  have  little  reafon  to  think  or  imagine,  that  God  is  a 
debtor  to  us  for  iany  thing  we  do,  or  ths^t  our  good  works  do 
"  !i  '  procure 
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^|mcnre  thb  favour  of -God,  his  acceptation,  or  a  title  unto  life. 
JBut  our  works  are  called  good  woris,  as  having  a  reCped  un« 
Xo  the  law,  confidered  as  a  rule  of.  duty,  in:  the  fweet  hand  of 
m  Mediator.  He  makes  his  yoke  eafy,  an^his  burden  light, 
"to  his  people,  by  accepting  of  their  weak  mints  and  endea« 
"Vours,  through  his  perfeft  obedience  and  fatisfa£tion,  as  good, 
though  attended  with  manifold  imperfeSions.*  /  Now,  to  con- 

ftitute  an  aftion  good  in  an  evangelical  fenfe,  there  are  fev^ral 

things  requifite. 

1.  To  make  ^  work  a  good  work,  it  muft  be  done  by*  a 
good  and  holy  perfon,  renewed  by  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  and 
juftified  by  his  merit.  It  is  beyond  all  difpute  and  contro- 
verfy,  that  the  perfon  muft  firft  be  accepted  of  God,  and  re^ 
conciled  to  him  in  Chrift,  before  the  work  can  be  accepted^ 
Abel's  perfpn  was  accepted  of  God,  and  then  his  offering; 
And  hence  it  is,  that  the  facrijices  of  the  wicked  are  faid  to  be 
en  ahomination  to  the  Lord^  The  very  "  ploughing  of  the 
wicked  is  fin."  The  matter  is  this;  God  is  angry  with  their 
perfons,  and  he  hates  and  loathes  them  while  out  of  Chrift  \ 
and  therefore  nothing  that  comes  from  them,  or  that  is  done 
by  them,  can  be  acceptfible.  And  therefore,  I  fay,  to  make 
works  good  and  acceptable  unto  God,  they  muft  be  done  by  9 
perfon  that  is  in  a  gracious  and  reconciled  ftate. 

2.  To  make  a  work  a  good  work,  it  muft  be  a  thing  re- 
quired and  called  for  by  the  law  of  God.  The  reafon  of  this 
is  plain,  becaufe  it  is  God's  will  that  makes  any  thing  fin  or 
duty ;  and  if  it  be  not  agreeable  to  his  revealed  will,  he  may 
fay  unto  us,  **  Who  hath  required  this  at  your  hand  ?"  Henee 
Chrift  taxeth  the  Pharifees,  faying,  "  In  vaiu  do  they  wor^p 
^ip  me,  teaching  for  doftrines  the  commandments  of  men.** 
And  therefore,  if  you  would  do  any  work  acceptable  to  God, 
you  muft  take  care,  that  the  thing  you  do  be  required  and 
commanded  of  God.  Indeed  there  are  fome  aAions  that  are 
of  a&  indifferent  nature ;  that  is,  God  has  left  men  at  a  per- 
feft  liberty,  whether  to  do  them  or  not.  But  then  it  would 
■be  remembered,  that  thefe  actions,  in  the  cafe  of  offence  or 
edification,  they  ceafe  to  be  indifferent,  and  fall  under  fome 
commandment  of  the  moral  law.  In  which  cafe  Paul  fays, 
1  Cor.  viii.  13.  "  If  meat  make  my  brother  to  offend,  I  will 
cat  no  flefh  while  the  world  ftandeth,"  It  was  a  thing  indif- 
ferent, whether  Paul  did  eat  flefli  or  not ;  but  when  offence 
was  like  to  follow  his  eating,  he  would  abftain  from  it  as 
much  as  though  it  were  exprefsly  forbidden  in  the  law  of 
God,  becaufe,  in  that  cafe,  it  became  a  breach  of  the  law  of 
love  and  charity. 

3.  To  make  a  work  a  good  work^  it  mu^  be  done  out  of 

U  a  ^ 
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a  right  rprlftc^k.  It  mull  be  doneout  pf  a  priocipl^of  faith^ 
as  was  already  hinted  y  for  no  work  can  be  accctptable  with^ 
<HLt  thcsy  Hd».  X4.  6.  And  there  is  a  twofold  faith  r^gui* 
fite  in  a  •good  a^oo.  .(i.)  A  general  faidi  or  2>erfaafioi^ 
that  the  tbix^g  we  do  i&ay  be  done  law&llj.  And  of  this  th^ 
a]>o(Ue  fpeakS)  when  he  fajs,  **  Whatfoever  is  not  of  faith^  >ia 
hvsfy^  ^OBOr.  .idv^a3.  And,  (2.])  A  j)articular  juftiff  ing  fakh^ 
believing  -the  acceptance  of  what  we  do,  only  through  the 
Lord  JeAis  Chrift,  and  his  merit  and  mediation.  A^gain,  a 
good  woiH^  muft  be  done  out  of  a  regard  untjo  the  authority . 
of  (xod  commandii^g :  and  that  i^ot  fixnply  with  a  refpeft  un« 
to  the  authority  of  a  God  Creator ;  for  thus  a 'Heathen,  era 
Mahometan,  m^y  obey  God,  and  do  -good  a&ions ;  but  out  of 
a  refped  unto  .the  authority  of  a  God  in  Chrift.  We  muit 
eye  ^he authority  of  the  Creator  in  our  obedience,  as  coBUng 
m  this  'blefiiedtclmnel,  otherwife  it  is  not  a  true  Chiiflian  ob&* 
di^nCe :  ibr  we  Chriftians  are  mtder  the  law  to  Cbrifi  ;  and 
'v^hen  we  are  fo,  we  are  not  without  law  to  God,  feeing  God 
hfiCh  connnanoed  us  to  hear  his  voice,  and  to  obey  him,  as  our 
Xord,  Kingif  and  Zawgiver.  And  whatfoever  we  do  in  word 
er  deed,  we  are  to  do  all  in  the  name  ar»d  authority  of  the  Lord 
Refits  Chrijli  to  the  glory  of  God  by  him.  And  further,  ^ood 
works'  mufl  be  done  with  fimpHcity  and^odly  fincerity,'avoid*> 
ing  hypocritioal  and  Pharifaical  oftentationin  the  difcharge  of 
^Mil^ijx  for  "  his  foul  which  is  lifted  up,  is  not  ^upr^ht  in 
bim,*'  >Hab.  ii.  4, 

4*  To  tnake  a  work  a  ;godd  work,  it  muft  ibe  done  -to  a 
right  -end.  ^It  muft  be  done  to  the  glory  and  honour  of  God, 
this  being  the  tprincipaland  ultimate  end  of  our  b^iqg,  accord>- 
Ing  to  that  of  the  apoftle,  i  Cor.  x,  31.  "  Whether  ye  eat 
or  ^drink,  or  whatfoever  ye  do,  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God." 
It  -muft  be  done  as  a  declaration  of  our  gratitude  to  God  for 
yedeemiing  love.  We  are  bought  with  a  price  ;  tlierefore  we 
are  to  "  glorify  him  in  our  fouls  and  bodies,  which  are-his." 
They  muft  be  done  alfo  with  a  view  to  the  edification  of 
others,  Matth.  v.  16.  But  thefe,  and -many  other  things  to 
thisipurpofe,  will  fall  in  to  be  fpokcn  to  nioreiparticularly, 
when  we  come  to  the  fourth  general  head  ;propofed  in  the 
profecution  of  the  dodrine.     . 

Secondly,  I  come  to  inquire  what  may  be  the  import  of 
thatiphraie  of  being  careful  to  maintain  geod  wot^  ?  To  this 
3  anfwer  briefly  in  the  following  particulars. 

I.  It  implies  a  diligent  attendance  unto  the  rule  of  the 
word ;  according  to  that  of  David,  Pfal.  cxix.  9.  "  Where- 
with Ihall  a  young  man  cleanfe  his  way  ?  by  taking  heed 
1J^ep^$o  according  to  thy  word."     Th^  m^n  he  makes  God's 

ftatutes 
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ilatutes  thi  men  of  his  counfcL  .And  when  he  is  called  to  this 
4Mr  that  :piece  of  fervice,  he  takes  advice  of  his  counfellors^ 
whether  he  4EDa^  do  or  forbear.  Thej  are  ^^  a  lamp  unto  his 
feety  and  a  Ught  unto  his  path."  As  Ifrael  looked  to  the  piU 
larof  cloody  and  of  fire,  in  all  their  motions  and  travels,  for 
dise^OQ  tfhrough  the  wildernefs  ;  fo.the  gracious  foul  he  looks 
to  the  law  or  teftimony  in  every  ftep  of  his  way  towards  tlic 
£ltuiaan  ^thait  is  above. 

2.  It  implies  an  anxiety  or  folicitude  of  foal,  to  have  his 
aftions  managed  and  ordered  according  to  that  rule.  It  is  the 
very  dofire  of  his  foul,  to  be  found  in  the  Lord's  way ;  as  it 
was  with  David,  Pfal.  cxix.  5.  "  O  that  my  ways  were  di- 
reded  to  keep  thy  ftatutes  I*'  He  defires  not  only  to  have  his 
oufeward  walk,  but  the  inward  frame  of  his  very  foul,  all  the 
thoughts  of  it,  'moulded  in  an  agreeablenefs  unto  the  law  of 
God :  Pfal.  <:xix.  80.  ^^  Let  my  heart  be  found  in  thy  ila- 
Jtutes;  that  I  be  not  aihamed."  Such  is  his  concern  for 
this,  that  he  lays  up  the  law  of  God  in  the  very  cabinet  of 
his  heart,  as  an  antidote  againft  fin;  Pfal.  cxix.  11.  ^^  Thy 
word  have  I  hid  in  mine  heart,  that  I  might  not  fin  againft 
thee." 

3.  It  implies  a  holy  watchfulnefs  againft  all  the  tempta* 
tionsiy  motions,  or  occafions  of  fin,  either  in  thought,  word, 
or  a^ion :  **  I  faid,  I  will  take  heed  to  my  ways,"  fays  Da- 
^id.  The  man  fets  a  watch  over  his  heart,  according  to  th^ 
command,  **  Keep  thy  .heart  with  all  diligence  t  for  out  of  it 
are  ^thje  iffues  of  life."  .He  fets  a  watch  over  his  ^jts^  and 
.makes  a  covenant  with  them  ;  and  overihis  lips,  left  fin  ihould 
either  enter,  or  go  forth  by  that  door. 

4.  It  implies  :an  embracing  of  every  opportunity  for  doing 
of  good  works  that  God  puts  into  his  hands,  and  improving 
the  fame.  When  God  puts  the  opportunity  or  talent  in  his 
hand,  he  ftudies  to  lay  it  out  for  the  Mailer's  ufe,  and  his 
own  and  others  profit  and  advantage ;  according  to  that  of  So- 

Jomoui  "  Whatfoever  thy  haudfindeth  to  do,  do  it  with  thy 
anight." 

5.  'It  implies  a  going  on,  or  a  progrefs  in  the  duties  of  obe- 
-dience,  without  returning  back  again  to  the  old  trade  of  fin. 
The  Chriftian,  he  is  not  like  the  dog  returning  to  his  vomit, 
orthe  fow  that  was  wafhed  to  wallow  in  the  mire  ;  no,  but 
"  the  righteous  he  holdeth  on  his  way ;  he  maintains  good 
works;  he  waxes  ftronger  and  ftronger  ;  he  forgets  things 
that  are  behind,  and  reacheth  forth  unto  things  that  are  be- 
fore." 

6.  The  word  here,  as  I  hinted  in.  the  explication,  implies 
«n  exciting  or  influencing  of  others  to  the  fludy  of  good 
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V  works.  The  word,  as  I  faid,  is  borrowed  from  captains  -or 
commanders,  who  go  in  the  front  of  the  battle,  encouragWSj 
the  foldiers  of  the  army  to  follow  their  example.  The  be- 
liever he  iludies  to  caft  a  good  copy,  and  to  recommend  bo- 
llnefs  and  good  works  unto  others,  by  his  pradice ;  fo  as 
others,  feeing  his  good  works,  may  be  encouraged  to  do  the 
like. 

7.  lajlly^  This  maintaining  of  good  works  muft  needs  take 
in  a  doing  of  all  by  faith,  and  improving  the  ftreogch  of 
Chrift  :  "  I  will  go  in  the  ftrength  of  the  Lord  God :    I  will  , 
xnake  mention  of  thy  righteoufiiefs,  even  of  thine  only."  Bat 
this  leads  me  to  th^feeond  general  head. 

II.  The  fecond  general  thing  propofed  in  the  method,  was, 
to  givefome  account  of  this  believing  in  Gody  which  is  given  0$ 
the  charaEier  of  thofe  who  maintain  good  works*  Here  I 
would  do  three  things,  i.  Shew  what  believing  in  God  im- 
plies. 2.  Give  foir.e  of  the  qualities  of  this  believing.  3. 
Shew  the  influence  that  it  hath  upon  good  works. 

Fir/ly  What  believing  in  God  imports. 

I.  It  imports  the  knowledge  of  God,  in  a  fuitablenefs  t» 
the  revelation  w^hich  he  hath  made  of  himfelf  to  us,  through 
Chrift,  in  the  gofpel.  I  do  own,  that  the  very  Heathens  may 
know  his  eternal  power,  by  the  things  that  are  feen ;  but 
there  is  no  faving  knowledge  of  God  by  a  guihy  finner,  but 
as  he  is  in  Chrift :  2  Cor.  iv.  6.  "  God  who  commanded  the 
light  to  fliine  out  of  darknefs,  hath  ihined  in  our  hearts,  to 
give  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God,  m  the 
face  of  Jefus  Chrift."  And  whatever  fine  notions  orfpecu- 
lations  people  may  have  of  God,  and  of  his  excellencies,  as 
difcovered  in  the  works  of  creation  and  providence  ;  yet,  if 
their  notions  of  him  be  not  regulated  by  the  gofpel -revelation, 
tmd  if  this  revelation  of  a  God  in  Chrili  be  not  opened  by  the 
Spirit  of  wifdom,  rending  the  vail  of  ignorance  and  unbelief 
that  is  upon  the  mind  by  nature,  there  can  be  no  fa\nng,  (Satis- 
fying, or  fandlifying  knowledge  of  G(  d,  and  confequently  no 
true  faith  or  believing.  Indeed,  a  lational  knowledge  may 
produces  rational  faith,  and  an  hiftorical  knowledge  may  pro^ 
<Iuce  an  hiftorical  faith;  but  it  is  only  a  faving  illumination 
of  the  mind  with  the  knowledge  of  a  God  in  Chrift,  recon- 
ciling the  world  to  himfelf,  that  can  produce  a  faving  faith. 
And  this  knowledge  is  fo  eflential  to  faith,  or  believing,  that 
T?re  iif.d  it  frequently  in  fcripture  called  by  the  name  of  know- 
ledge :  **  1  will  give  them  an  heart  to  know  me,  that  I  am 
jjie  Lord.     By  his  knowledge  fliall  my  righteous  fervant  juf- 

tify 
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tSfy  many.  *  This  is  life  eternal,  to  know  thee  the  only  true 
God,  and  ]efus  Chrift  whom  t'iou  nali  fent.*' 

^.  To  believe  in  God,  it  implies  a  firm  and  fteady  alTeat 
iintO'  the  truth  and  veracity  of  God  fpeaking  in  his  word* 
It  is  to  believe  and  credit  what  he  lays,  on  his  own  teflimouy. 
This  is  called  a  "  receiving  the  record  of  God,  a  fetting  to 
The  feal  that  God  is  true,  a  believing  of  the  report  of  the  gof- 
yel."  When  the  man  hears  **  the  word  of  the  truth  of  the 
j»ofpel,"  he  is  ready  to  cry  out,  with  the  apoftle,  **  It  is  a 
faithful  faying."  This  word  is  ellabliihed  in  the  heavens^ 
jrea,  heaven  and  earth  Jhall pafs  away,  but  this  word  of  God 
4ndurethJor  ever. 

3.  To  believe  in  God,  is  to  truft  that  this  word  of  a  recon- 
ciled God  in  Chrift  is  not  only  true  in  the  general,  but  that  it 
fhall  be  true  to  me  in  particular,  that  it  fhall  be  made  good  to» 
me.  He  takes  up  God  in  Chrift  as  a^  promifing  God,  promifing 
peace  and  pardon,  grace  and  glory,  in  Chrift  ;  and  he  takes  up 
the  proraife,  as  coming  to  him  in  tiie  offer  of  the  gofpel,  as  the 
immediate  gjround  and  foundation  of  his  faith :  A&s  iL  39. 
**  The  promife  is  unto  you,  and  to  your  children,  and  to  sdl 
that  are  afar  off,  even  as  many  as  the  Lord  our  God  ftiall  call.'^ 
Now,  I  fay,  the  man  taking  up  the  word  of  grace  and  promi£e 
in  this  way,  he  trufts  the  promifer  for  the  performing  tliereof 
to  his  own  foul :  he  takes  it  as  fufficient  fecurity  for  all  pro- 
mifed  good,  faying.  Here  is  my  **  fubftance  ;  This  is  all  my 
falvation."  Hence  faith  a6led  upon  the  promife  of  God  is 
called  **  the  fubftance  of  things  hoped  for,  the  cvideiKe  of 
things  not  feen,"  Heb.  xi.  i.  And  this  is  what  many  notable 
divines,  both  abroad  and  at  home,  call  the  afturance  of  failh,  or 
the  appropriating  perfuafion  of  faith  ;  becaufe  there  is  not  only 
a  perfuafion  of  the  truth  of  the  promife,  but  a  perfu^jfionof  it, 
with  application  and  appropriation  of  it  to  the  man  himfelf  iti 
particular.  And  this  is  all  1  fay  at  prefent  about  the  ingredients 
of  faith  in  God.     I  come^ 

Secondly^  To  give  fome  of  the  properties  and  qualities 
thereoL     And  there  are  tlfcfe  few  following  that  I  mention. 

1.  It  is  a  ftaying,  quieting,  or  compofing  grace.  Ic  will 
fettle  the  mind  under  the  greateft  ftorms  and  diforders :  If.  xxvi- 
3.  **  Thou  wilt  keep  hi;T>  in  perf;?ct  peace,  whofe  mind  is  flayed 
on  thee."  Hence  the  believer,  under  clouds  of  defertion,  temp- 
tation, and  afilidion,  is  direfted  to  "  truft  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  and  ftay  upon  his  God,"  If.  1.  10. 

2.  It  is  a  receptive  or  a  taking  grace.  It  gives  nothing  to 
God  as  other  graces  do,  but  only  takes  or  receives  from  the 
Lord  :  it  does  not  come  give/  but  to  get.  Hence  it  is  exprefled 
by  a  takings  Rev,  xxii.  17.  "  Wnoibevcr  will,  let  him  take 
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the  water  of  life  freely  j'*  or,  which  is  the  fame  tliiirg, »  ncei*' 
ving,  John  i.  12.  **  Btrt  as  many  as  received  him,  to  thAin  gare 
he  power  ta  beeome  the  fons  of  God,  eTcn  to  them  that  be- 
Keve  on:  his  naoie.  Faith  is  in  fcriptnre  fometimes  cemparedt 
to  the  eye  :  *'  Look  nnto  me,  and  be  ye  faved,  aQ  the  ends  e€ 
riie  earth,"  If.  rfr.  22.  You  know  the  eye,  when  it  behold 
external  oBjefts^  it  does  not  give  any  thing  to  what  k  behoMs, 
but  only  takes  in  the  image  or  impreffion  of  what  it  fees,  and 
conveys  that  to  the  mind  :  fb  faith,  it  does  not  add  or  give  anj 
thing  to  God ;  only  it  beholds  him,  and  the  difcoveries  he  has 
made  of  his  grace,  and  glory,  and  love,  and  faithfbkiefsi  tm 
Chrift,  and  impreflfeth  the  foul  therewith.  Hence  we,  by  9e^ 
holding  his  glory  as  in  aglqfs,  are  faid  to  he  changed  into  the Jkme 
image,  2  Cor.  iii.  18. 

3.  Altho*  it  be  only  a  receptive  grace  with  refped  to  its  objcA, 
yet  it  is  a  might/  operative  grace  with  refpe^t  unto  its  fubjiefi 
where  it  is  implanted  :  for,  as  you  may  hear  afterward,  it  ifdu>» 
ences  every  good  word  and  work  ;  and  therefore  all  true  obe- 
dience is  called  the  obedience  of  faith.  So  that  an  idie  or  inaAive 
faith  is  but  dead,  like  the  body  without  the  foul. 

4.  It  is  a  radical  or  rooting  grace.  It  roots  the  foul,  as  it 
were,  in  the  root  of  Jcffe,  the  plant  of  renown.  And  itfelf  is 
the  root  of  the  other  graces  of  the  Spirit,  whereby  they  are  made 
to  grow  and  bloflbm.  As  the  tree  ftrikes  its  roots  into  the 
ground,  and  from  thence  draws  fatncfs,  fap,  and  moifture,  con* 
veying  a  digefted  nourifhment  unto  the  feveral  branches, 
whereby  they  are  made  to  bud  and  flouriffi,  and  bring  ferth 
fruit :  fo  faith,  it  grafts  and  unites  the  foul  to  Chrift,  deriving 
fpi ritual  fap,  and  moifture,  and  fatnefs,  whereby  eveij  other 
habit  of  grace  is  drawn  forth  to  a  lively  exercife. 

5.  It  is  a  moft  humble  and  lowly  grace.  It  carries  the  maa 
quite  out  of  himfelf  into  Chrift  for  all.  Hence  it  is  called  a 
**  fubmitting  unto  the  righteoufnefs  of  God,"  Rom.  x.  3.  A 
very  ftrange  expreifion  !  Shall  it  be/eckoned  fubmiffion  for  a 
condemned  criminal  to  receive  a  pardon  ?  Is  it  fubmiffion  for  a 
naked  beggar  to  receive  a  robe  ?  YA  thus  it  is ;  the  pride  of  out 
hearts  will  not  floop  fo  low,  as  to  be  obliged  to  the  Son  of  God 
for  righteoufnefs,  pardon,  and  life.  And  this  is  the  very  thing 
that  makes  faith  or  believing  fo  difficult.  What  difficulty  is 
there  for  a  naked  man  to  receive  a  garment  to  cover  him  ? 
What  difficulty  for  a  poor  man  to  receive  a  gift  ?  What  dif- 
ficulty for  a  \^eary  man  to  fit  down  and  reft  him  ?  But  the 
thing  that  makes  this  difficult  is,  the  pride  of  our  hearts,  to- 
jvether  with  our  ignorance  both  of  our  malady  and  remedy. 
Now,  I  fay,  faith  it  breaks  the  pride  of  the  heart,  and  fubmits, 
or  lies   down,  as  it  \Yere,    tx  the  foot  of  fovereign  graae, 
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heartily  coQtent  to  be  indebted  to  Chrift  for  all.  The  man  is 
content  to  be  a  fool,  that  Chrift  tnay  be  his  wifdom  ;  content 
to  be  a  criminal,  in  the  eyes  of  law,  and  juftice,  and  coo* 
icience,  that  Chrift  may  be  his  tigbteoufnefs  ;  content  to  own 
himfelf  a  polluted  filthy  finner,  that  in  him  he  may  be  fanEti^ 
fied ;  content  to  own  himfelf  a  flave,  that  he  may  be  a  free 
man  in  Chrift,  and  fliare  of  his  redemption.  This  is  true 
gofpeUhumility  indeed,  and  what  the  high  and  lofty  One  ttr 
gards :  If.  Ivii.  15.  '*  Thus  laith  the  high  and  lofty  One  that 
inhabiteth  eternity,— I  dwell  with  him  that  is  of  a  contrite 
and  hnmble  fpirit."  Though  God  be  high,  yet  hath  he  x^ 
gard  unto  fuch  as  are  thus  lowly. 

6*  It  is  an  elevating  and  ennobling  grace.  Though  it  be 
a  humbling  grace,  yet  it  is  a  moft  exalting  grace  ',  it  elevates 
the  foul  above  this  lower  world,  it  looks  down  on  it  as  a 
4unghil],  and  mounts  up  with  wings  toward  the  land  that  is 
very  far  off;  it  enters  within  the  vail,  and  takes  a  view  of 
things  invifible,  and  particularly  of  an  unfeen  Chrift,  and 
triumphs  in  him :  ^*  Whom  having  not  feen,  we  love  \  in 
whom,  though  now  we  fee  him  not,  yet  believing,  we  rejoice 
with  joy  unfpeakable,  and  full  of  glory.''  It  mounts  fo  high, 
that  it  will  even  dare  to  fit  down  upon  the  throne  with  Chrift 
in  glory  :  hence  we  are  faid  to  Jit  together  with  bim  by  faith 
in  heavenly  places, 

7.  Jt  is  a  cheering  and  a  comforting  grace.  We  are  **  fill- 
ed with  all  joy  and  peace  in  believing.  I  had  fainted,  (fays 
Pavid),  unlefs.  I  had  believed.'* 

8.  It  is  a  bold  and  confident  grace.  Hence  we  read  fre« 
quently  of  the  holdnefs  of  faith^  and  the  ajfurance  of  faith ^ 
Heb.  iv.  1 6.  Heb.  x.  22.  It  is  difputed  at  tiiis  day,  whether 
afiurance  be  of  the  eflence  of  faith.  I  incline  not  to  call  it  by 
the  name  of  ajjurance^  becaufe  fome  boggle  at  that  word ;  but 
I  choofe  rather  to  call  it  by  the  name  of  the  certainty  of  faith » 
\  do  not  defign  to  enter  much  upon  that  controverfy  at  pre- 
fent ;  all  I  fay  of  it  is  only  this,  that  there  cannot  inifs  to  be 
a  certainty  in  faith,  becaufe  doubts  and  fears  do  evaniih  be- 
fore it.  **  Why  are  ye  fearful,  O  ye  of  little  faith  ?"  How 
faith  can  fill  the  foul  withyoy  andpeace^  yea,  with  "  joy  un- 
fpeakable, and  full  of  glory,"  if  it  have  no  certainty  in  it  as  to 
thefe  things  in  which  it  doth  rejoice,  is  what  I  think  no  man 
is  able  to  account  for.  How  a  man  can  reft  on  Chrift,  and 
apply  him  and  his  falvation  to  himfelf  in  particular^  and  yet 
not  believe  ^*  that  he  fliall  be  faved  through  the  grace  of 
Chrift,"  to  me  appears  a  paradox.  I  do  not  fay,  that  faith 
excludes  doubts  out  of  the  believer  ;  but  I  fay,  that  faith  ex- 
dudes  doubting  out  of  its  own  nature.     Light  excludes  dark- 
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nefs  out  of  its  nature ;  and  yet  there  may  be  much  darknefs 
in  a  room  where  there  is  fome  light.  Certainty  may  be  of 
the  nature  of  faith,  although  there  be  much  (^rkn'efs  and 
doubting  in  the  believer,  through  the  pre  valency  of  ignorance 
and  unbelief  that  remains  in  him,,  and  will  remain,  while  he 
is  clogged  with  a  body  of  death.  So,  in  like  manner,  love  ic 
estcludes  enmity  out  of  the  nature  of  it ;  and  yet,  in  the  be* 
liever,  who  Ibves  Chrift,  there  is  much  remaining  enmity, 
whereby  his  love  is  exceedingly  weakened :  fo  the  certainty 
of  faith  is  weakened,  through  the  remaining  unbelief  that  is 
fiill  in  the  believer's  heart.  But  now  here  it  would  be  re- 
membered, that,  although  there  be  a  certainty  in  the  nature  of 
faith,  a  certainty  of  truit,  reft,  or  confidence  in  God,  grounded 
on  his  promife  in  Chrift  ;  yet  there  is  a  great  difference  be- 
twixt this  certainty  of  faith,  and  the  certainty  or  affurance  of 
fenfe  or  reflexion,  which  fpme  call  a  difcurfive  affurance  :  for 
the  certainty  of  fenfe  is  built  upon  the  foul's  own  experience 
or  feeling;  but  the  certainty  of  faith  is  built  on  the  promife, 
And  Chrift  in  the  promife.  The  firft  fort  of  affurance  is  not 
at  all  in  the  nature  of  faith ;  but  the  laft  fort  of  affurance  or 
certainty,  is  what  is,  and  has  been  owned,  by  all  the  ftream 
of  reformed  divines,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  ever  fince  our 
happy  reformation  from  Popery.  I  fliall  only  add  here,  that 
the  difference  betwixt  the  certainty  of  faith  and  of  fenfe,  is 
Very  evident  and  obvious ;  for  the  one  has  a  refpeft  to  what 
the  foul  feels  and  fees  at  prefent  before  it ;  but  the  other,  to 
witj  the  certainty  of  faith,  has  a  refpeft  to  things  promifed, 
which  are  not  feen  or  felt  otherwife  but  as  they  lie  in  the 
Womb  of  the  promife,  and  in  the  veracity  of  the  promifer. 
To  give  you  a  few  inftances :  By  the  certainty  of  faith,  Mofes, 
and  the  believing  Ifraelites,  knew,  before  they  came  •ut  of 
Egypt,  that  they  would  have  a  paffage  through  the  Red  fea 
as  through  dry-land  j  but,  by  the  certainty  of  fenfe,  they 
knew  it,  when  they  faw  the  waters  file  off  on  every  hand, 
making  a  lane  for  Ifrael  to  pafs  on.  By  faith  a£led  on  God's 
promife,  they  knew  that  the  walls  of  Jericho  would  fall  down 
at  the  founding  of  rams  horns  ;  but,  by  the  certainty  of  fenfe, 
they  knew  it,  when  they  faw  them  aftually  fall  flat  before 
thfem.  By  the  affurance  of  faith,  Abraham  believed,  without 
ftaggering,  that  he  fliould  have'  a  fon,  becaufe  God  had  pro- 
mifed it ;  but,  by  ti«e  affurance  of  fenfe,  he  knew  it,  when  he 
got  Ifaac  in  his  arms.  By  the  affurance  of  faith,  Abraham, 
and  the  Old-Teftament  worthies,  believed  tbat  the  Mefliah 
was  to  come  in  the  fulnefs  of  time;  but,  by  the  affurance  of 
fenfe,  John  the  Baptift,  and  others,  knew  it,  when  they  faw 
him  manif^ed  in  the  flefli,  and  beheld  his  glory,  faying,. 
I  **  Behold 
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^  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketb  away  the  fin  of  the 
world."     By  the  certainty  of  faith,  we  under  the  New-Tef-r 
tament  are  perfuaded  and  aflured»  that  Chriil  i$  to  come  again 
the  fecond  time  ;  but,  by  the  certainty  of  fenfe,  we  fliall  kuow 
it,  when  we  fliall  fee  him  defcend  from  heaven  witii  a  fbout^ 
with  the  voice  of  the  archangel,  and  trump  of  God.     By 
faith  we  are.  afTured  of  the  refurreftion  of  the  dead,  and  of 
our  own  refurreftion  in  particular ;    but,  by  fenfe,  we  fhaUi 
be  afiured  of  it  at  that  day,  when  the  voice  fliall  be  heard, 
commanding  the  fea  to  give  up  its  dead,  and  the  earth  to  give 
up  its  dead.     Thus,  I  fay,  there  is  a  great  and  vifil^le  differ- 
ence between  the  certainty  of  faith,  and  the  certainty  of  fenfe. 
By  faith  aded  upon  the  promife,  I  believe  the  remifliori  of 
fins,  and  of  my  fins,  through  Chrifl ;  but,  by  the  certamty  of 
fenfe,  I  am  afiured  of  this,  when  God  by  his  Spirit  feals  his 
pardon  on  my  foul  with  a  fenfible  fmile  of  his  countenance- 
By  faith  I  believe  God  to  be  my,  C  jod,  becauie  he  lias  faid  it 
in  the  covenant,  /  wUl  he  their  God  ,•  but,  by  the  certainty 
of  fenfe,  I  believe  this,  when  he  reveals  and  manifcfts  hiuif. 
felf  to  my  foul.     By  faith,  grounded  pn  the  proi^ife  of  eter- 
nal life  in  Chrift,  I  believe  mine  own  falvation  in  particular  ; 
but,  by  the  certainty  of  fenfe,  1  bejieve,  becaufe  I  hav^  belie- 
ved,  or  becaufe  God  lias  difcovered  himfelf  to  be  a  faving 
God  to  me,  by  the  operation  of  his  Spirit  upon  my  foul.    So, 
I  fay,  faich  is  a  bold  and  confident  grace  ;    it  intermeddle^ 
with,  applies,  and  appropriates,  and  makes  ufe  of  the  good^ 
of  the  teftament  of  Ciirift  as  its  own,  the  teftainent  being  con- 
firmed in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb ;    and  this  teftament  it  ngt 
only  pleads,  but  rejoiceth  in.     The  language  of  faith  is  not 
properly.  May  bey  or,  Peradventure  it  Jball  be  fa  ;  though  I 
grant  that  a  weak  faith  may  many  times  lurk  under  a  may- 
be :  but,  I  fay,  let  faith  be  ftripped  of  its  incumbrances,  or  of 
thefe  things  that  are  oppofite  to  its  nature  ;    let  it  b^it  get  a 
full  view  of  the  promife,  a  .d  faithfulnefs  of  the  pronifer,  it 
will  fet  its  foot  on  the  belly  of  unbelief,  and  all  difcourager 
ments, .  faying,  It  flinll  be,  becaufe  God  hath  faid  it.     Thus 
you  fee  faith  exprefleth  itfelf,  Mic.  vii.  7    8.  9.  co.  <*  1  will 
look  unto  the  Lord :  I  will  wait  for  the  God  .>f  my  falvation: 
my  God  will  hear  me."     And  ver.  8.  «  Wiien  I  fall,  1  Ihali 
arife;  when  1  fit  in  darknefs,  the  I^ord  fliall  be  a  light  u:.to 
me."     And,  ver.  9.  at  the  clofe,  **  He  will  bring  me  fortij  to 
the  light,  and  I  fliall  behold  his  righte  ufnefs." 

9.  It  is  a  very  quick-fighted  grace.  It  can  fee  relief  co- 
ming to  the  foul  at  a  vaft  diftance,  faying,  "  I  fliall  fee  the 
gQodnefs  of  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living*"     It  can  ;cok   . 
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through  frowning  difpenfations^  and  fee  love  in  the  heart  of 
God. 

lo.  It  is  a  ftrengthening  and  eftablifhing  grace :  ^*  Except 
ye  believe,  ye  Ihall  not  be  eftabliihed.*'  It  is  by  faith  that 
we  are  "  ftrengthened  in  the  grace  that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus." 
Faith  in  a  manner  wields  the  very  arm  of  Omnipotency,  and 
cries  with  Paul,  *'  I  can  do  all  things  through  Chrift  which 
llrcfngtheneth  me." 

'  To  conclude,  faith  is  a  patient  grace ;  it  waits  on  the  Lord 
till  his  time  come  for  the  accompliihment  of  his  promife* 
Unbelief  is  hafty :  **  I  faid  in  my  hafte,  all  men  are  liars  :.• 
but  he  that  believeth,  (hall  not  make  hafte."  Its  language  is, 
*«  1  will  look  unto  the  Lord :  I  will  wait  for  the  God  of  my 
falvation.  T^e  vifion  is  for  an  appointed  time,  but  at  the  end 
it  fhall  fpeak,  and  not  lie :  though  it  tarry,  wait  for  it,  be« 
caufe  it  will  furely  come,  it  will  not  tarry." 

Thirdly,  I  proceed  now  to  inquire  what  influence  this  faith 
hath  upon  good  works?  Anfm.  There  are  feveral  things 
that  are  inlaid  with  the  very  nature  and  exercife  of  faith, 
which  cannot  mifs  to  influence  holinefs  and  good  works.   As, 

1.  True  faith  it  unites  the  foul  to  Chrift,  who  is  the  very- 
root  and  fountain  of  all  holinefs.  /'  From  me  (faith  the 
Lord),  is  thy  fruit  founck  Except  ye  abide  in  me,  and  I  in 
you,"  to  wit,  by  faith,  **  ye  cannot  bring  forth  much  fruit." 
Indeed,  a  perfon  in  a  ftate  of  nature  may  bring  forth  many 
fruits  that  are  morally  and  materially  good ;  but,  without 
union  with  Chrift,  we  can  do  no  work  that  is  fpiritually  good 
and  acceptable ;  for,  **  as  the  branch  cannot  bear  fruit  of  it- 
felf,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine ;  no  more  can  ye,  except  ye 
abide  in  me.**  We  mky  as  well  "  gather  grapes  of  thorns, 
or  figs  of  thiftles,"  as  expeft  works  that  are  fpiritually  good 
from  a  perfon  out  of  Chrift.  Why?  The  reafon  ot  it  is 
plain:  his  root  is  but  rottennefs,  while  he  grows  upon  the 
old  Adam ;  and  therefore  his  hlojfom  Jhall  go  up  as  du/l. 
While  a  man  is  growing  upon  the  old  Adam,  he  is  married 
to  the  law  as  a  covenant ;  and  therefore  all  his  works  they 
are  but  dead  works :  and  can  ever  dead  works  be  acceptable 
to  the  living  God  ?  We  muft  be  "  dead  to  the  law  by  the  bo- 
dy of  Cl'.rift,"  and  married  unto  that  better  hufband,  before 
we  can  "  bring  forth  fruit  unto  God,"  Rom.  vii.  4. 

2.  Faith  works  by  love  j  and  **  love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the 
law.".  Love  to  God  in  Chrift  is  the  next  and  immediate  fruit 
of  true  and  iaving  faith.  Now,  the  heart  being  oiled  with 
the  love  of  God  in  Chrift,  this  makes  the  man  to  abound  in 
good  Wi.rks :  •*  The  love  of  Chrift  conftraineth  us,"  fays  the 
apoftle.    Lov^  makes  a  man  to  keep  God's  commandments. 
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Love  will  make  a  man  to  run  through  fire  and  water  for 
him.  **  Many  waters  cannot  quench  love,"  &€•  Cant,  viii, 
7.  **  Who  ihall  feparate  us  from  the  love  of  Chrift  ?**  Rom. 
viJi.  35. 

3.  Faith  is  a  fbield  to 'quench  the 'fiery  darts  of  Satan. 
When  temptation  without,  and  corruption  within,  are  form- 
ing a  confpiracy  againil  the  work  of  grace  in  the  foul,  where<« 
by  the  whole  work  is  endangered,  then  faith  breaks  the  plot^ 
and  countermines  it.  When  Adonijah's  confpiracy  had  car* 
ried  the  whole  ftrength  of  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael,  it  was  bro- 
ken by  making  application  utito  David,  ^*  Haft  thou  not  faid^ 
that  bolomon  (hall  reign  ?"  So,  when  temptation  and  corrup- 
tion have  carried  the  matter  to  a  great  ^height,  the  confpiracy 
is  broken  by  faith's  application  to  Chrift :  O  Lord,  haft  thoa 
not  faid  that  grace  {hall  reign,  and  that  ^*  fin  ftiall  not  have 
dominion  over  me  ?"  And  tjius  the  foul  is  made  to  go  on  its 
way,  "  rejoicing  to  work  rigfiteoufnefs." 

4.  Faith  applies  the  promifes  of  the  new  covenant,  and  fetch- 
es grace  from  thence,  for  obeying  the  precept  of  the  law.  So 
that  faith,  as  it  were,  travels  between  the  precept  and  the 
promif^ :  it  carries  the  man  from  the  precept  unto  the  pro- 
mife,  and  from  the  promife  to  the  precept.  As  for  inftance, 
when  the  law  fays,  "  Thou  flialt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with 
all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  foul,  and  with  all  thy  ftrength, 
and  with  all  thy  mind ;"  faith  runs  to  the  promife,  where  God 
hath  faid,  *^  I  will  circumcife  their  hearts  to  Jove  me.'*  When 
the  law  fays,  **  Thou  flialt  fear  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  make 
him  thy  dread  ;'*  faith,  in  that  cafe,  runs  to  the  promife  for  the 
grace  of  fear,  "  I  will  put  my  fear  in  their  hearts,  that  they 
fiiall  not  depart  from  me.**  Does  the  law  fay,  T!houJhalt  know 
the  Lord,  and  acknowledge  him  for  tbj^  God  ?  Well,  faith  looks 
to  the  promife,  "  I  will  give  them  an  heart  to  know  me,  that 
I  am  the  Lord.'*  Does  the  law  oblige  us  to  keep  all  his  com^ 
Mandments  ?  Faith  runs  to  the  promife,  and  applies  it,  **  I  will 
put  my  fpirit  within  you,  and  caufeyou  to  walk  in  tny  ftatutes." 

5.  Faith  hath  influence  on  good  works,  as  it  behold  the  au- 
thority of  a  God  in  Chrift  interpofed  in  every  commandment  of 
the  law.  The  eye  of  natural  reafon  may  fee,  as  was  hinted, 
the  authority  of  a  God- Creator,  as  is  plain  in  the  cafe  of  the 
Heathens ;  but  it  is  only  the  eye  of  that  faith,  which  is  of  God's . 
operation,  that  can  behold  the  authority  of  a  God  in  Chrift,  and 
receive  the  law  out  of  his  hands.  In  this  refpe^l  we  are  told, 
"  that  no  man  can  call  Jefus  Lord,  but  by  the  Holy  Ghoft." 
And  when  the  law  is  received  from  his  mouth,  it  does  not  re- 
fleftdiflionour  upon  God  as  a  Creator.  O!  when  a  God  inCfaiift 
is  viewed  by  faith,  the  foul  cannot  but  cry  outj  **  Hfc  U  m^ 
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King  of  old,  working  falvation  in  the  midll  of  the  earth  :  Ss 
commandments  are.  not  grievous  :  His  yoke  is  eafy,  and  his 
burden  is  light  :*'  for  I  fee  it  no  more  a  covenant  of  works  to 
me^  but  a  rule  of  obedience,  fweetened  with  redeeming  love 
and  grace.  Thus,  you  lee  what  influence  faith  hath  upon  good 
works. 

HI.  The  third  general  head  propofed  in  the  method  was,  to 
mqnire  in  what  refpeB  good  works  are  profitable  unto  men* 

But,  firft,  I  would  ihew  you  negatively,  wherein  they  are 
not  pro&Cable  unto  men. 

1.  Then,They  are  not  at  all  profitable  unto  men  for  juftifica-. 
lion  or  acceptance  before  God ;  for  "  by  the  works  of  the  law 
(fays  the  apoftle),  (hall  no  flefh  be  juftified.  Our  juftification 
and  acceptance,  both  as  to  our  perfons  and  our  works,  goes  * 
upon  a  quite  other  ground,  namely,  upon  the  everlafiing  righ- 
teciifnefs,  the  obedience  and  death,  of  the  Son  of  God,  as  our 
furety,  apprehended  by  faith.  It  is  in  him  "  that  all  the  feed 
of  Ifrael  fhall  be  juftified,  and  fliall  glory."  Indeed  the  gene- 
rality of  men,  that  are  trained  up  in  a  Proteftant  country,  will 
tell  you,  that  they  do  not  expeft  to  be  juftified  by  their  own 
righteoufnefs,  but  only  by  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift.  But 
alas  \  how  few  are  they  that  do  really  and  a6lually  fubmit  unto 
this  righteoufnefs  !  There  is  a  curfed  bias  in  the  heart  of  man 
to  lean  to  fomething  in  himfelf.  Is  not  tliis  the  language  of 
thy  heart  many  times  ?  O  !  if  I  had  fuch  a  frame,  fuch  a  melt- 
ing heart,  fuch  loVe,  fuch  a  degree  of  humility  aud  obedience, 
then  I  think  God  would  accept  of  me,  and  love  me,  qn  that 
account.  But,  Sirs,  let  me  tell  you,  that  it  is  not  on  the  ac- 
count of  any  thing  wrought  in  you,  or  done  by  you,  that  God 
accepts  of  you,  but  only  on  the  account  of  the  doing  and  dying 
of  the  Son  of  God.  I  xnay  fay  to  all  legalifts,  that  are  looking 
for  acceptance  with  God  on  the  ground  of  the  law,  and  their 
own  obedience,  as  fhe  prophet  Ifaiah  fays  to  a  fet  of  men  in 
liis  day.  If.  lix.  6.  **  Their  webs  ftiall  not  become  garments, 
neither  fhall  they  cover  themfelves  with  their  works."  So, 
then,  good  works  are  not  at  all  profitable  to  righteoufnefs  and 
juftification.  Hence  is  that.  If.  Ivii.  12.  **  I  will  declare  thy 
righteoufnefs,  and  thy  works,  for  they  fliall  not  profit  thee." 

2.  Gpod  works  are  not  at  all  profitable  to  found  a  claim  or 
title  unto  heaven,  or  yet  to  any  bleflfing  and  mercy  prom'ifed 
ill  the  whole  covenant  of  grace  ;  for  heaven,  and  all  the  blefif- 
ings  tliat  lie  on  this  fide  of  it,  they  come  to  us  in  the  way  of  ^ 
free  gift.  God  gives  Chrift  his  unfpeakable  gift,  and  with  hin]^ 
he  freely  gives  us  thefe  things  :  "  The  giit  of  God  is  eternal 
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God's  covenant  of  promife  there  is  a  connexion  and  order  eihi- 
bliflied,  for  conferring  of  thefeprotnifed  blelEngs  unto  us«  ib 
that  when  God  gives  one  thing,  it  is  a  pledge  of  another  thing 
a-coming :  when  he  gives  grace,  to  be  fure  he  will  gfrc 
glory ;  when  he  gives  a  mourning  hearr,lt  is  afign  that  conn- 
fort  is  a-coming,  becaufe  that  is  God's  method  and  way,  **  t©  , 
give  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  and  to  revive  the  heart  of 
the  humble."  But  though  the  tears  of  gofpd^-mouming  be 
a  fign  and  evidence  of  comfort  a-coming,  yet  they  are  not  the 
condition  for  which  God  bellows  comfort.  -So  God  has  con*- 
ne6ted  faith  and  falvation  together  in  the  covenant ;  fo  that 
**  hte  that  believeth,  fliall  be  faved:**  but  it  is  not  our  faitk 
that  in  titles  us  unto  falvation  ;  no,  but  faith  unites  the  foui 
to  Chrift,  in  whom  we  recover  our  right  to  the  foifeited  iw- 
heritance.  It  isiy  virtue  of  the  foul's  union  with  Chrift  by- 
faith,  that  it  is  intitled  to  all  the  promifed  bleffings.  Hence 
all  the  promifes  are  faid  to  be  **  -in  him  yea,  apd  in  him  amch." 
There  is  no  promife  in  the  Bible,  but  it  is  made  in  the  firft 
inftant  to  Chrift  as  the  head,  and  in  him  to  the  members  xS, 
his  myftical  body.  Juft  as  it  was  in  the  firft  covenant,  to  wi^ 
the  covenant  of  works  ;  the  promife  of  life,  upon  condition  <f 
perfeft  obedience,  was  made  direftly  to  Adam  as  the  €ov«» 
nan t- head,  and,  in  him,  to  his  pofterity:  foin  the  new  cov«^ 
rant,  of  which  Chrift  is  the  head,  the  promife  of  life,- and  eve- 
ry thing  belonging  to  it,  is  firft  made  to  him  ;  and,  in  him^  to 
all  his  fpiritual  feed  and  offspring :  and  in  this  refpe6t,  all  the 
promifes  are  yea  and  amen  in  him.  Chrift  is  the  firft  heir  ttf 
all  things  ;  and  the  title  of  the  younger  brethren  w  -only 
through  him,  or  by  virtue  of  their  union  with  him.  Thus, 
good  works,  I  fay,  are  not  profitable  unto  mien,  in  order  to 
found  a  title  to  heaven  and  eternal  life. 

3.  Our  good  works,  as  they  are  not  profitable  im to  men 
in  any  of  thefe  refpefts,  fo  neither  are  they  profitable  unto 
God,  as  though  he  had  any  advantage  by  them  :  Job  xzii.t.  3. 
•*  Can  a  man  be  profitable  unto  God,  as  he  that  is. wife 
may  be  profitable  unto  himfelf  ?  Is  it  any  pleafure  to  the  Al- 
mighty, that  thou  art  righteous  ?  or  is  it  gain  to  him,  that 
thou  makeft  thy  ways  perfeft  ?"  Hence  David  acknowledgeth, 
that  **  his  goodnefs  extended  not  to  the  Lord."  Alas  !  we 
'are  ready  to  think,  that  God  is  much  indebted  unto  us,  whca 
"we  do  this  or  that :  Have  we  fafted  and  prayed,  mourned 
and  repented,  kept  the  Sabbath,  attended  ordinances,  and  per- 
formed this  or  the  other  duty ;  and  yet  will  not  God  be  plea- 
fed  with  all  ?  No,  no  ;  do  not  miftake  it.  Sirs,  you  that  bring 
thefe  thinj^s  as  a  price  in  your  hands,  to  tecomTcitvA.  '^vk  x^ 
God,  all  your  duties  are  but  like  the  cutting  pjf  of  o,  dog^ 
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ueck^  and  the  offering  of /wine's  blood  upon  his  altar.  And 
therefore  he  will  fay  to  jou,  as  he  faid  to  Ifrael,  If.  i.  zi* 
''  To  what  purpofe  is  the  multitude  of  jour  facrifices  unto 
me." 

But  now,  you  may  perhaps  fay  to  roe.  By  this  way  of 
fpeaking  you  make  good  works  profitable  for  nothing  at  all. 
What  ftrange  do&rine  is  this  ?  I  anfwer,  although  they  be 
not  at  all  profitable  in  any  of  thefe  refpeds^  but  wholly  un- 
profitable and  pernicious ;  yet  good  works»  when  done  out  of 
a  principle  of  faiths  they  are  really  profitable  on  many  other 
accounts.  .  As,  -. 

I,.  They  are  profitable,  as  they  are  the  fruits  and  evidences 
of  a  true  and  lively  faith:  Jam.  ii.  iS.  '^  Yea,  a  man  may 
fay,  Thou  hail  faith,  and  I  have  works :  ihew  me  thy  faith 
without  thy  works,  and  I  will  flicw  the^  my  faith  by  my 
works.".  And  ver.  22.  **  Seeft  thou  how  faith  wrought 
with  his  works,  and  by  works  was  faith  madeperfeft  ?"  From 
whence  it  is  plain,  that  works  are  profitable,  as  the  fruits  and 
evidences  of  true  faith.  We  know  that  there  is  fap  and^i& 
in  the  tree  by  the  fruits,  the  leaves,  and  blofibms,  that  it  puts 
forth  \  fo  we  know  out  faith  to  be  a  true  faith,  by  the  fruits 
of  holinefs  and  good  works.  Yea,  our  good  works  will  be 
brought  forth,  at  the  lafi:  day,  as  the  evidence  of  our  faith ;  and 
therefore  it  is  faid.  Rev.  xx.  12.  "  They  were  judged  ac- 
cording to  their  works.'*  Works  are  not  a  ground  of  confi- 
dence, but  an  evidence  ;  they  are  not  the  foundation  of  faith, 
but  the  fruits  of  it :  and  the  believer's  comfort  may  be  in- 
creafed  by  the  fight  of  good  works,  though  it  is  not  built  on 
them.  In  a  word,  they  manifeit  our  claim  and  title  to  the 
crown,  but  do  not  at  all  found  or  merit  the  fame.  We  have 
peace  with  God,  and  with  confcience,  by  the  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrifi ;  and  by  holinefs,  or  good  works,  our  peace  of  confci- 
ence is  maintained  and  evidenced  unto  us. 

2.  They  are  profitable,  as  they  are  teftimonies  and  eviden- 
ces of  our  gratitude  unto  God  for  the  wonders  of  his  grace 
and  love^  manifipfted  in  and  by  Jefus  Chrifl.  Hence  is  that 
of  David,  Pfal.  cxvi.  12. 13.  "  What  ihall  I  render  unto  the 
Lord,  for  all  his  benefits  towards  me  ?  I  will  take  the  cup  of 
falvation,  and  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord."  i  Pet.  ii.  ^ 
**  Ye  are  a  chofen  generation,  a  royal  priefthood,  an  holy  na- 
tion, a  peculiar  people ;  that  ye  fhould  Ihew  forth  the  praifea 
of  him  who  hath  called  you  out  of  darknefs  into  his  marvel- 
lous light."  The  works  of  obedience,  they  are,  as  it  were, 
thank-offerings  unto  God  for  the  benefits  bellowed  on  us  ;. 
snd  when  men  have  not  a  converfation  fuitable  unto  their  mer- 
cics,  tbe^  defpifs  the  goodnefa  ot  God.    H^uc^  V^  \x»  x!c\^\.  \X\^ 
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laord  complains  of  fucb,  fajing,  ^'  Do  je  thus  requite  the 
Lord,  O  fooliih  people  and  unwife  ?" 

3.  They  are  profitable  and  needful  for  ftreogthening  our 
aflurance :  i  John  ii.  3,  "  Hereby  we  do  know  that  we  know 
him,  if  we  keep  his  commandments."  And,  ver.  ^,  *^  Who- 
fo  keepeth  his  word,  in  him  verily  is  the  love  of  God  perfeft- 
cd:  hereby  know  we  that  we  are  in  him.'*  2  Pet.  i.  5.  to 
ter.  xo.  From  all  which  you  fee,  that  afluranceis  ftrengthen- 
ed  and  confirmed  by  the  fruits  of  holinefs^  and  good  works* 
We  lead,  that  **  the  Spirit  beareth  witnefs  with  our  fpirit, 
that  we  are  the  children  of  God :"  and  it  is  well,  when,  with 
the  witnefe  of  the  Spirit,  we  have  that  of  water,  that  is,  fanAi- 
fication  and  purity  of  hdlurt  and  life. 

4.  They  are  profitable,  as  they  are  edifying  unto  others : 
Matth.  V.  16.  "  Let  your  light  fo  fliine  before  men,  that  they 
may  fee  your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Fatlier  which  is 
iu  heaven.*'  Chrift  does  not'  there  encourage  vain-glory  and 
boafting,  but  prdpofeth  the  true  end  of  our  vifible  or  external 
holinefs,  namely,  that  others  may  have  matter  of  praife  to 
God  ibr  his  grace  abounding  toward  us  (  and  that  they  may 
be-alfo  engaged  to  the  ftudy  of  holinefs  and  praftical  religion 
by  our  example.  It  was  a  faying  of  Hierom,  **  That  he 
loved  Chrift  dwelling  in  Auftin."  So  we  ought  fo  to  walk^ 
as  oth^s  may  love  Chrift  dwelling  in  us.  It  is  an  exhortation 
to  believing  wives,  i  Pet.  iii.  i.  fo  to  walk,  that  their  huC- 
bands  may  be  V3on  to  the  Lord.  So  that,  I  fay,  good  works 
'are  edifying  to  others. 

5.  They  are  profitable,  as  they  ferve  to  adorn  the  profef- 
fion  of  the  gofpel:  i  Tim.*  vi.  i.  **  Let  as  many  fervants  as 
are  under  the  yoke,  count  their  own  mafters  worthy  of  air  ho* 
nour ;  that  the  name  of  God,  and  his  doftrine,  be  not  blafphe- 
med."  Tit.  ii.  5.  9.  10.  11.  12.  Thus  they  ferve  to  adorn 
religion.  The  church  is  the  Lord's  garden  ;  and  you  know^ 
the  fruitfulnefs  of  the  trees  of  the  garden  ferve  exceedingly 
to  adorn  it  \  whereas  barrennefs,  or  bad  fruit,  is  a  difgrace^ 
and  make.s  the  garden  to  be  ill  fpoken  of.  When  men,  pro- 
filing godlinefs,  have  not  a  walk  and  converfation  fuitable, 
it  makes  enemies  and  ftrangers  to  conclude,  that  all  religion 
is  but  a  fraud  or  cheat,  and  that  there  is  no  reality  in  it; 
whereas  a  fruitful  converfation  ftops  the  mouths*  of  the  ene- 
mies of  religion  :  i  Pet.  ii.  15.  **  So  is  the  will  of  God,  that 
Vrith  well-doing  ye  may  put  to  filence  the  ignorance  of  foolifti 
men." 

6.  They  are  profitable,  as  they  manifeft  our  implautatvotv 
%x  ingrafting  into  Chn&i  Eph.  ii,  10,  "  We  axfi  Vv&  vioxV- 
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xnanfhip,  created  in  Chrift  Jefus  unto  good  works,  whicEL 
God  hath  before  ordabed  that  we  fhouldwalk  in  them." 

7.  There  is  an  analogy  and  proportion  between  good  works 
and  glory  :  Rom.  vi.  22.  <^But  now  being  made  free  from  fin^ 
and  become  fervants  to  Grod,  ye  have  your  fruit  unto  holinefs^ 
and  the  end  everlaiiing  life."     But  I  do  not  infift. 

IV.  I  proceed  now  to  the  Iqft  thing  in  the  method,  which  was 
the  application. 

Firjiy  This  doftrine  may  ferve  for  information^  in  thefe  two 
or  three  particulars. 

1.  See  hence  the  right  wSiy  to  attain  true  morality^  ot  how 
you  may  come  to  do  good  works  to  pArpofe :  you  muft  believe 
in  God,  and  by  faith  be  united  to  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  The 
apoille,  Rom.  vii.  tried  to  do  good  works  by  the  flrength  of 
nature,  but  it  would  not  do  with  him ;  for  '^  the  command* 
ment  which  was  ordained  to  life,  he  found  to  be  unto  death." 
And  I  do  verily  believe,  that  none  fliall  ever  make  a  better 
hand  of  it  than  he  did,  try  it  who  will,  by  the  ftrength  of  na- 
ture. The  law  of  itfelf  only  irritates  corruption,  inftead'of 
mortifying  it :  for,  fays  he,  *^  when  the  commandment  came, 
fin  revived."  Like  a  ferpent  that  is  chilled  with  the  cold,  it 
lies  as  if  it  were  dead  ;  but  when  brought  to  the  heat,  it  re«* 
vives  and  fpits  venom :  fo  corrupt  nature,  when  brought  to  the 
commandment,  or  the  commandment  brought  to  it,  it  revives 
and  gathers  ftrength,  and  difcovers  miore  malignity  than  it  did 
before  :  **  Sin  taking  occafion  by  the  comman(kaettt,  works  ia 
us  all  manner  of  concupif(fcence.*' 

2.  See  hence,  how  unjuftly  minifters,  who  endeavour  ta 
prea<*h  the  dodrine  of  the  grace  of  God,  or  who  preach  down 
works  in  the  matter  of  juilification^  are  afperfed  as  enemies  to 
good  works  and  holinefs,  or  as  if  they  feparated  between,  faith 
and  good  works.  This  was  a  calumny  caft  upon  Chrift  him- 
felf,  which  made  him  offer  that  vindication.  Matt.  v.  17.  "  I  am 
not  come  to  deftroy  the  law  or  the  prophets,  but  to  fulfil  the 
law."  This  was  a  charge  againft  the  protomartyr  Stephen, 
Afts  V1.13.  that  he  **fpoke  blafphemous  words  againft  the  holy- 
place,  and  the  law."  And  this  alfo  was  a  charge  againft  the 
apoftle  Paul  and  his  do&rine :  hence  it  is  that  he  anticipates 
that  objeftion,  Rom.  iii.  31.  "  Do  we  then  make  void  the  law 
through  faith  ?  God  forbid  :  yea,  we  eftablifli  the  law." 

3.  See  hence  the  folly  of  thofe  who,  under  a  pretext  of  grace, 
or  of  faith  in  Chrift,  give  way  unto  licentioufnefs,  as  many 
carnal  gofpellers  d6.  Whatever  pretences  fuch  may  have  to 
faith,  yet  they  are  ftrangers  unto  it,  and  never  felt  the  cffeft 
of  divine  grace  on  their  own  fouls  j  otherwife  it  would  **  teach 
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them,  that  denying  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  laAs^  they  fliould 
live  foberly,  righteoufly,  and  godly  in  this  prefent  world."  It 
i$  no  new  thing  for  corrupt  nature  to  abufe  the  dodriue  of  the 
grace  of  God.  This  was  an  evil  the  apoflle  complains  of  in 
his  day ;  hence  he  takes  notice  of  fome  who  argued,  that  they 
might  fin,  that  grace  might  abound,  Rom.  vi.  But  though  the 
doctrine  of  grace  may  be  abufed,  wliile  it  lies  floating  in  the 
head  :  yet  when  it  gets  into  the  heart,  it  engages  to  holinefs  in 
all  manner  of  converfation.  In  a  word,  though  the  do6):rine  of 
grace  may  be  abufed,  the  habit  and  exercife  of  grace  cannot  be 
abufed  unto  fin. 

Vfe  2d  of  exhortation.  It  is  fo,  that  it  is  they,  and  they  only 
who  believe,  that  do  and  can  maintain  good  works  ?  Then 
xsxj  Jirjl  exhortation  is,  O  believe  in  the  Son  of  God.  W« 
read  of  a  company,  John  vi.  28.  who  came  to  Ghrid,  aiking 
him,  **  What  fliall  we  do,  that  we  might  work  the  works  of 
God  ?"  Chrift's  anfwer  is,  ver.  29.  "  This  is  the  work  of  Grod^ 
that  yc  believe  on  him  whom  he  bath  fent."  This  is  the 
great  and  f uudamental  precept  that  lays  the  faundation  of  all 
prue  obedience  ;  for  all  true  obedience  is  the  obedience  of  faith. 
And  therefore  ftudy  to  obey  that  great  commandment,  i  John 
iii.  23.  **  And  this  is  his  commadment,  that  we  fliould  believe 
on  the^name  of  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift,"  But  I  do  not  enlarge 
upon  this  ufe  at  prefent. 

The  fecond  exhortation  is  to  them  that  have  believed,  that 
you  may  **  be  careful  to  maintain  good  works."  Time  will 
not  allow  me  to  enlarge  upon  this  either :  only  confider  by  way 
of  motive  fliortly,  that,  ^s  every  perfon  of  the  adorableTrinity 
bears  a  fbare,  according  to  their  particular  ceconomy,  in  the 
work  of  man's  redemption ;  fo  there  is  an  obligation,  ariiing 
from  every  one  of  theni,  tying  us  to  the  ftudy  and  maintenance 
of  good  works.  The  Father  has  elefted  you  from  eternity, 
and  loved  you  with  an  everlafting  love.  And  why  did  he  eleft 
you  ?  It  was  unto  holinefs  or  good  works  :  Eph.  i,  4.  5.  **  He 
hath  predeftinated  us  unto  the  adoption  of  children  by  Jefus 
Chrift  to  himfelf,  according  to  the  good  pleafure  of  hig  will, 
that  we  fhould  be  holy,  and  without  blame  before  him  in  love.'* 
The  Son  has  redeemed  us  with  his  bloody  not  only  that  we 
ihould  be  liberate  from  wrath,  but  that  we  fhould  be  holy,  and 
abound  in  the  fruits  thereof:  Tit.  ii.  14.  **  He  gave  himfelf 
for  us,  that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity,  and  purify 
unto  himfelf  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works."  The 
Holy  Ghoft  is  our  Comforter,  and  he  dwells  inns  as  in  a  tcm-» 
pie ;  and  therefore  we  are  bound  and  obliged  not  to  grieve  hims 
**  Grieve  not  the  holy  Spirit  of  God,  whereby  ye  are  fealed 
unto  the  day*  of  redemption.  .  Know  ye  not  that  ye  are  the 
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temple  of  God,  and  that  the  fpirit  of  God  dwelleth  in  jrou  ? 
If  any  man  defile  the  temple  of  God,  him  ihall  God  deftroj*'* 
Thus,  I  fay,  every  perfon  of  the  adorable  Trinity,  and  their 
relation  to  us,  obligeth  us  to  the  ftudy  of  good  works.  Again, 
the  covenant  of  grace,  and  the  promifes  thereof,  not  only  en« 
courage,  but  oblige^us  to  the  fludy  of  good  works :  3  Cor.vii.i. 
**  Having  thefe  promifes,  dearly  beloved,  let  us  cleanfe  ourfeivea 
from  all  filthinefs  of  the  ilefii  and  fpirit,  perfecting  hoUneis  ia 
the  fear  of  God." 

But  I'  muft  of^neceffity  pafs  other  motives,  and  condudQ 
the  whole  with  a  few  ditedlions  9r  advices.  Take  thrfe  fiJU 
lowiofg. 

I.  If  you  woul4  do  good  works,  take  care  that  your  ftato 
be  right,  I  mean,  take  care  that  ye  have  a  ftatton  in  Chrift  tho 
fecond  Adam  ;  for,  without  this,  you  cannot  bring  forth  fruity 
either  pleaiing  to  C^od,  or  profitable  to  your  own  fouls.  Thou 
art  but  a  thorn  and  thiftle  in  God's  vineyard,  while  thou  art 
in  a  ftate  of  nature ;  and  therefore  there  is  no  good  fruit  of 
obe^ence  that  can  grow  upon  thee.  See  that  you  have  thq 
fpirit  of  Chrift  within  you ;  and  for  this  end  plead  that  promife, 
Ezek.  xxxvi.  27.  "I  will  put  my  fpirit  within  you,  andcaufe 
you  to  walk  in  my  ftatutes."  It  is  the  Spirit  of  the  head  that 
Animates  all  the  members  of  the  body :  he  helps  our  infirmities 
in  prayer,  and  in  other  good  works  alfo. 

a.  In  all  your  works  or  duties  of  obedience,  keep  your  eye 
•upon  the  chief  comer-Jiom  that  God  hath  laid  in  Zion.  You 
Icnow  a  mafon  or  builder  he  cannot  mifs  to  make  very  irregu-^ 
lar  work,  if  he  do  not  keep  his  eye  upon  the  foundation  and 
corner-ftone  of  the  houfe  ;  his  work  will  be  maf  red.  Juft  fa 
is  it  here  ;  if  we  do  not  keep  our  eye  oh  Chrift  by  faith,  aa 
the  foundation  laid  in  Zion,  the  foundation  of  acceptance,  the 
foundation  of  affiftance,  we  can  never  yield  acceptable  obedience 
unto  God,  And  when  either  the  merit  or  Spirit  of  Chrift  go 
out  of  Gght,  immediately  the  heart  turns  legal,  whereby  all  our 
duties  are  fpilled  and  marred. 

3.  Study  always  to  keep  up  the  lively  impreffion  of  this 
awful  truth  ppon  your  hearts,  that  God  could  find  matter  of 
condemnation  againft  you,  not  only  from  your  worft  fins,  but 
from  the  beft  of  your  duties.  The  moft  holy  and  heavenly 
man  that  ever  breathed,  durft  not  adventure  the  falvation  of 
his  foul  upon  the  moft  heavenly  thought  that  ever  he  conceived. 
Due  impreflions  of  this  will  help  to  keep  your  hearts  right  ia 
point  of  righteoufnefs ;  fo  as  not  to  build  your  acceptation 
before  God  upon  your  good  works,  but  only  on  the  works  of 
the  Son  of  God.  The  apoftle,  I  find,  has  a  notable  word  to 
this  purppfe,  i  Gor.  \v.  4.  <*  I  know  notbipg  b^  myfelf,  yet 
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Am  not  herebj  juftified.'*  The  apofllc's  meaning  is  (/  inow  nO'" 
thing  by  myfelf)^  as  if  he  had  faid,  I  am  not  confcious  to  m  jfelf 
of  any  unfaithfulnefs  in  my  miniftry,  or  trull  that  CJod  has  rc- 
pofed  in  me  ;  my  confcience  does  hot  fmite  me  for  negleft  of 
duty,  {yetamlnot.herehyjuftified).  Q^d.  Though /A^av^ /«- 
boured  more  abundantly  than  all  the  reft ;  though  I  bavefoUght 
the  goodjightyjini/hed  my  courfcy  kept  the  fait  by  (yet  am  I  not 
hereby  jujiifed)  ;  all  this  will  not  make  a  »ightcoufnefs  by 
which  1  may  exped  to  be  juftified  or  accepted  of  God.  No^ 
he  accounted  all  as  dung  and  lofs,  in  the  pointof  juftification^ 
that  he  might  be  found  it  Chrill,  not  having  his  own  righte- 
oufncfs.  So  that  you  fee,  even  in  the  prefence  of  your  bell 
graces,  works,  and  duties  of  obedience,  free  grace  through 
imputed  righteoufnefs,  is  to  be  your  only  fanduary  and  city 
of  refuge. 

4.  Whenever  you  are  helped  to  do  any  thing  in  obedience 
to  the  law,  ftill  remember  what  you  do  is  done  in  a  borrowed 
ftrength,  and  that  will  keep  you  humble  \  for  it  is  a  vain  fpirit 
that  is  proud  of  what  is  borrowed :  iCor.  iv.7.  **  Who  maketh 
thee  to  differ  from  another  ?  and  what  haft  thou  that  thou  didft 
•not  receive?  now  if  thou  didft  receive  it,  why  doft  thpu glory 
as  if  thou  hadft  not  received  it  ?'*  And  therefore  do  not  iacra* 
fice  to  your  own  net ;  for  it  is  not  free  will,  but  free  grace,  to 
which  thou  art  beholden.  **  It  is  God  which  worketh  in  U9,both 
to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleafure/' 

5.  Beware  ef  legal  ends  and  motives  in  the  performing  of 
good  works. 

^»^.  What  are  thefe  ?  I  anfwer, 

ifly  It  is  a  legal  end  in  obedience,  when  a  man  obeys,  or 
does  good  works,  to  make  an  atonement  for  his  former  fin. 
Some  folk,  when  they  have  fallen  into  any  fin  of  omiffion  or 
commiiEon,for  which  their  confciences'do  check  and  challenge 
them,  they  will  purpofe,  vow,  and  refolve,  that  they  will  do 
better  in  time  coming :  and  thereby  they  think  they  will  make 
God  amends  for  what  injury  they  have  done  to  him  and  his 
holy  law.  This  argues  a  legal  fpirit.  There  is  nothing  that 
can  atone  for  the  guilt  of  fin,  but  the  ranfom  and  propitiation 
that  God  hath  found. 

^dly^  When  a  man  yields  obedience,  only  to  ftill  the  clamours 
of  an  awakened  confcience,  or  to  keep  his  confcience  eafy. 
Alas  !  Sirs,  our  own  righteoufnefs  and  good  works  they  may 
well  ditt  and  flop  the  mouth  of  confcience ;  but  they  will 
never  **  purge  the  confcience  from  dead  works."  Nothing  lefs 
can  fatisfy  confcience,  God's  deputy,  than  what  fatisiies  divine 
juftice  ;  and  that  is  the  blood  of  Chrift  applied  by  faith.  And 
therefore  it  muft  needs  argue  or  difcover  a  man  to  be  of  a.U^ 
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fpirit,  tihat  licks  himfelf  whole  with  his  good  works.  Groii4 
works  are  not  to  be  negleAed  ;  but  thej  are  not  to  be  refted  in^ 
or  upon,  as  a  righteoufnefs. 

ytly^  When  a  man  yields  obedience  to  the  commands  of  the 
laWy  only  that  he  may  be  kept  out  of  hell.  It  is  true  iodeed^ 
there  is  a  filial  fear  of  God  as  a  Father,  and  of  his  fatherly 
difpleafure,  which  is  one  of  the  principle  fprings  of  gofpeU 
obedience,  accc*iing  to  what  you  have,  Jer.  xxxii.  40.  '^  I  will 
put  my  fear  in  their  hearts,  that  they  ihall  not  depart  from 
me."  But  there  is  a  vali  difference  between  this,  and  a  flaviih 
fear  of  hell  and  eternal  damnation  :  there  is  as  great  a  difier^P 
ence  between  the  one  and  the  oth^r,  as  between  the  fear  that  a 
Jloving  child  has  to  an  affedionate  father,  and  the  fear  that  a 
condemned  criminal  or  malefadlor  has  of  his  judge  :  ^the  one  is 
driven  to  obedience  through  terror,  but  the  other  is  drawn  to 
obedience  through  love.  1  do  not  deny  but  a  child  of  God^ 
through  the  prevalency  of  temptation,  defertion,  or  unbelief^ 
may  come  to  be  under  iuch  a  fpirit  of  bondage  \  but  then  it  is 
not  his  privilege,  but  his  pqnilhment.  And  in  fo  far  as  the 
child  of  God  is  a6ted  in  his  obedience  by  2.  fpirit  of  bondage 
unto  fear ^  his  obedience  is  legal ;  for  when  he  ads  like  himfelf, 
like  a  believer  indeed,  he  **  ferves  the  Lord  without  fear,"  with- 
out  flaviih  fear  of  hell  and  wrath,  '^  in  iiolinefs  and  righteouC- 
xie£s  before  him,  all  the  days  of  his  life,"  Luke  i.  74.  75. 

^thly^  When  a  man  performs  good,  works,  to  procure  a 
right  and  title  tq  heaven  and  glory.  For,  as  I  was  faying, 
our  title  comes  only  by  Jefiis  Chrift ;  Chrift  is  the  firft  heir 
of  eternal  life,  and  we  ?Ltt  joitU-beirs  with  him.  But  ye  may 
fay.  Are  we  not  told.  Rev.  xxii.  14.  *'  Blefled  are  they  that 
do  his  commandments,  that  they  may  have  right  to  the  tree  of 
life,  and  may  enter  in  through  the  gates  into  the  city  ?"  For 
clearing  this  to  you,  you  would  know,  that  there  is  a  two- 
fold right  to  glory,  which  is  the  thing  there  fpoken  of^  to 
wit,  a  legal  and  evidential  right,  (i.)  1  fay,  there  is  a  legal 
or  a  law  right.  You  know  the  title  to  life  and  glory  wa^ 
forfeited  by  the  breach  of  the  law  in  the  firll.Adam  ;  and  it 
muft  be  recovered  again  by  a  perfed  obedience  unto  the  law : 
and  whofe  obedience  can  do  this,  but  the  obedience  of  Chrift 
imputed  to  us  for  righteoufnefs  ?  So  that,  1  fay,  we  come  to- 
have  Qur  law  right  and  title  to  glory,  and  other  bleflings,  only 
recovered  in  Chrift,  and  by  the  imputation  of  his  righteouf- 
nefs to  us,  whereby  **  the  law  is  magnified,  and  u.ade  ho- 
nourable," But,  (2.)  There  is  a  right  of  evidence,  where- 
by our  right,  through  Chrift,  is  evidenced,  and  cleared  up  to 
our  own  fouls.  And  this  is  the  right  that  I  conceive  is  fpoke 
of  in  the  fcripture  laft  mentioned,  **  They  that  do  his  com- 
mandments/' 
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aiandmentSy''  and  yield  obedience  out  of  gofpd  principles  and 
motives,  thej  give  evidence  of  their  right ^  through  Chrift, 
to  heaven  and  glory ;  and  they  fliall  "  enter  in  through  the 
gates  into  the  city  of  the  new  Jerufalem.**  Bmt  to  make  our 
own  obedience,  our  own  holinefs  or  good  works,  the  ground 
and  foundation  of  our  claim  to  the  glories  of  heaven,  is  grofs« 
ly  legal  and  Popifli.  Thus,  I  fay,  ftudy  to  beware  of  doing 
good  works  out  of  legal  motives  and  principles ;  for  thefe  are 
like  the  dead  fly,  that  makes  the  apo^hecary'^  ointment  to 
ftink. 

6.  My  laft  advice  is,  Study  to  yield  obedience  out  of  gofpel 
principles,  ends,  and  motives.  I  fhall  not  enlarge  upon 
thefe,  becaufe  they  were  hinted  at  already.  Obey  and  do 
good  works,  with  an  eye  to  the  glory  of  God,  out  of  a  prin- 
ciple of  gratitude  unto  him  that  has  bought  you  with  his 
blood.  And  yield  obedience,  that  in  this  way  ye  may  main- 
tain fellowihip  and  communion  with  God.  It  is  the  man 
^*  that  hath  clean  hands,  and  a  pure  heart,  who  hath  not  lift 
up  his  foul  unto  vanity,  nor  fworn  deceitfully,  who  fliall  af- 
cend  into  the  hill  of  the  Lord,  and  who  fliall  ftand  in  his  holy 
place."  The  duties  of  obedience,  they  are  like  waggons  or 
chariots,  which  bring  the  foul  to  Chrift,  and  the  embraces  of 
his  love,  though  they  be  not  the  procuring  or  meritorious 
caufe  of  the  leaft  blink  of  the  Lord's  countenance.  And 
then,  to  conclude,  ftudy  the  duties  of  obedience,  not  that  ye 
may  obtain  a  title  to  heaven,  which  is  the  fruit  of  the  Re- 
deemer's purchafe ;  but  that  ye  may  attain  an  aptitude  and 
**  meetnefs  for  partaking  of  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in 
light :"  for  though  there  be  no  conneftion  of  merit,  yet  there 
is  a  conneftion  of  congruity  and  fuitablenefs  between  begun 
holinefs  here,  and  confunimate  holinefs  hereafter.  ^  It  is 
among  the  irreverfible  defrees  of  Heaven,  that  unholy,  un- 
fanftified  finners,  continuing  fo,  fliall  never  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God.  No  unclean  thing  fliall  ever  enter  the 
gates  of  the  new  Jerufalem.  And  therefore  beware  of  think- 
ing, that  when  we  lead  you  to  Chrift,  as  the  only  foundation 
of  your  title  to  eternal  life,  thereby  we  encourage  any  in  a 
way  of  fin  or  unholinefs.  No ;  the  grace  of  God  in  this 
gofpel  teacheth  us  better  things,  namely,  to  **  deny  all  un- 
godlinefs  and  worldly  lufts,  and  to  live  foberly,  righteoufly, 
and  godly  in  this  prefent  world." 
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IllEACHEB  AT  THE  CELEBRATION  OF  THE  LORD'S  SU£F£&  UK 
.    STRATHMIGLO,  MAY  lO.  I724,  ■      .      .-...IL', 

Pfal.  budii.  25. — Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee?  and  fhfre 
is  none  upon  earth  that  I  dejire  bejides  thee.         ".-  '  "^ 


Luke  iu  l^.^^-TChen  took  he  him  up  in  his  arms,  and  IhJfH 

Cod* 

IN  the  preceding  context,  from  vcrfe  25th  and  downward^  ' 
we  have  the   following  particulars  recorded  conoemiilf^ . 
Simeon,  of  whom  my  text  fpeaks.     i.  We  have  an  account- 
of  his  charader,  ver.  15.  He  was  a  jujl  and  devout  tnasi^ 
that  is,  one  that  made  confcience  of  the  duties  of  the  firil  and-i» 
fecond  J:able  of  the  law;   juit  towards  man,  and  devout  to«. 
wards  God.     Note,  That  there  are  no  barren  branches  .itL 
Chrift  the  true  vine :  "  They  that  have  believed  in  him^  * 
will  be  careful  to  maintain  good  works,  and  will  have  a  re« 
fpefl;  to  all  his  commandments."     Another  part  of  Simeon'9' 
charaftcr  is,  that  he  *^  waited  for  the  confolation  of  Ifrael  ;'* 
that  is,  for  Chrift  the  promifed  Meffiah,  who  is,  has  been,  - 
^d  will  be  the  matter  and  ground' of  confolation  to  all  be*  ' 
lievers,  in  all  ages  and  periods  of  time ;  and  ^^  blelTed  are  all 
they  that  wait  for  him,  for- they  fliall  not  be  confounded.'*'" 
Another  part  of  his  character  is,  that  "  the  Holy  Ghoft  was 
upon  him ;"    and  that  both  as  a  Spirit  of  prophecy,  and  a 
Spirit  of  holinefs.     It  is  the  privilege  of  all  true  believers, 
that  they  have  "  the  fpirit  of  glory,  and  of  God  refting  upon 
thena^"  I  Pet.  iv.  14.     2.  We  have  here  a  promifc  made  t» 
Simeon,  ver.  26.     "  And  it  was  revealed  unto  him  by  >the 
Holy  Ghoft,  that  he  Ihould  not  fee  death,  before  he  had  feea 
the  Lord's  Chrift."     In  this  promife,  Simeon  faw  him  by  the 
eye  of  faith,  before  he  faw  him  by  the  eye  of  his  body. 
Note,  That  faith's  views  of  Chrift  in  the  promife,  makes  way 
for  the  fenfible  manlfeitations  of  him  here^  aad  the  xmme-' 
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£ate  enjoyment  of  him  hereafter:  Eph.  i.  13.  '*  After  that 
ye  believed,  ye  were  fealed."  3.  We  have  the  time  when, 
and  the  place  where  Simeon  had  this  promife  adtually  accom- 
pliihed  unto  him,  ver.  27. ;  it  was  in  the  "temple,  when  the 
parents  brought  in  the  child  Jefus,  to  do  for  him  after  the 
cuftom  of  the  law,"  Note,  They  who  would  hare  a  meeting 
with  Chrift,  mull  wait  upon  him  in  his  temple,  and  ordinan- 
es  of  his  appointment ;  for  it  is  there  that  **  every  one  doth 
ipeak  of  his  glory."  4.  In  the  words  of  my  text  we  have* 
Simeon's  welcome  and  kindly  reception  he  gave  to  the  Meffiah, 
when  he  met  him  in  the  temple,  **  Then  took  he  him  up  in  his 
arms,  and  bleffed  God." 

Where  notice,  i.  Simeon's  privilege,  "He  took  him  up  in 
his  4Qins,"  viz.  in  the  arms  of  his  body :  but  at  the  fame  time 
he  embraced  him  alfo  in  the  arms  of  faith,  and  took  him  up  as 
the  falvation  of  God  ;  otherwife  he  could  never  have  bleffed 
God  for  him,  as  the  promifed  Mefliah,  "  a  light  to  lighten  the 
Gentiles,  and  the  glory  of  his  people  Ifrael."  I  am  ready  to 
believe,  that  there  were  many  who  got  Chrift  in  their  arms, 
when  he  was  an  infant,  who  never  had  been  formed  in  their 
hearts  :  but  Simeon  got  him  both  in  the  arms  of  his  body  and 
foul  at  once.  Some  may  be  ready  to  think,  O  what  a  happy 
man  was  Simeon,  and  what  a  fweet  arms-full  had  he,  when  he 
had  the  great  Mefliah,  Immanuel,  God-man,  in  his  bodily 
arms !  It  is  true  indeed  this  was  a  privilege ;  but  yet  hia 
greateft  privilege  was,  that  he  had  him  clafped  in  his  arms  of 
£fiith.  And  though  now  his  body  be  out  of  our  reach,  yet 
iSll  there  is  accefs  to  embrace  him  in  a  way  of  belie- 
ving :  and  this  is  what  every  true  believer  hath  the  experience 
of,  either  in  lefs  or  more.  2.  In  the  words  we  have  Simeon's 
gratitude  for  this  privilege :  He  hlejjed  God.  He  is  in  a  praifing 
frame,  being  **  filled  with  joy  and  peace  in  believing.'^  And 
his  heart  is  fo  big  with  praifp,  that  he  wifhes  immediately 
to  be  away  to  the  land  of  praife,  where  he  might  get  a  well- 
tuned  harp  put  into  his  hand,  and  join  with  the'  Hallelujahs 
of  the  redeemed  above  :  Now,  fays  he,  lette/i  thou  fby  fer^ 
vant  depart  in  peace.     So  much  for  explication  of  the  words. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  doftrine  I  intend  to  infift  upon,  we 
.liday  obferve,  from  the  text  and  context,  i.  That  God's  word 
of  promife  to  his  people  is  fure,  and  never  fails  of  accomplifh- 
ment.  Simeon  here  had  got  a  promife  from  the  Lord,  "  that 
he  fliould  not  fee  death,  before  he  had  feen  the  Lord's  Chriil;'* 
and  accordingly  my  text  gives  an  account  of  its  accompllfli- 
ment.  O  Sirs,  venture  on  God's  word  of  promife,  and  look 
on  it  as  the  bell  fecurity  ;  iost  faithfulis  hrtbat  hath promifsd: 
iiis  naked  word  is  as  good'as  payment  j  he  nev^r  brake  his 

Vol.  I.  Z  VI ox^ 


iSl  Cbrift  in  the  Believer'' s  arms*  ^ 

word  to  man  ;  yea,  "  it  is  impoffible  for  him  to  lie."  2.  Tfai^t 
believers,  they  will  find  God  not  only  as  good,  but  better  thaa 
1ms  word,  when  he  comes,  in  his  own  time,  to  make  out  his 
promife  to  them.  Simeon  had  a  promife,  that  he  ihould  only 
fee  the  Mefliah  before  he  died  ;  but  we  find,  that  he  gets  more 
than  a  bare  fight  pf  him,  for  he  gets  him  in  his  arms  and  heart 
at  once.  3.  That  a  true  believer  loves  Chrift  fo  well^  that  he 
would  put  him  in  his  very  heart.  Simeon  here  takes  Chriff 
in  his  arms,  and  lays  him  in  his  bofom,  as  near  his  heart  as 
he  could  bring  him.  So  the  fpoufe.  Song  i.  13.  "  A  bundle 
of  myrrh  is  my  well-beloved  unto  jne  ;  he  fliall  lie  all  night 
betwixt  my  brealls."  O  !  the  mutual  endearments  betwixt 
Chrift  and  believers  ;  he  carries  them  as  lambs  in.  his  bofom^ 
and  they  carry  the  Lamb  of  God  in  their  bofom.  If.  xl.jii. 
4.  That  faith's  embraces  of  Chrift  are  fo  fweet,  that  they  ren- 
der the  profpeA  of  death  not  only  eafy,  but  defirable  to  the 
believer.  Simeon  here  when  he  gets  Chrift  in  his  arms,  is 
content  that  the  uniQU  betwixt  his  foul  and  body  (hould  be  dif- 
fblved.  But  pafiing  all  thefe^  the  dodrine  I  defign  to  fpeak  to 
at  the  time  is  this. 

DocT.  <^  That  faith's  embraces  of  Chrift  fills  the  mouth  with 
praife.''  Simeon  took  him  in  his  arms,  and  blefled  God  ; 
where,  as  I  told  you,  it  was  the  arm  of  faith  clafped  about 

•    Chrift,  that  did  fill  him  with  praife  and  gratitude,  taking- 
him  up  as  the  Lord's  Mefliah. 

la  profecuting  this  doftrine,  I  fliall,  through  divine  aifiiV 
aoce, 

I.  Speak  a  little  concerning  that  arm  of  faith  which  embra-p 
ces  Chrift. 

II.  Notice  fome  of  thefe  fongs  of  praife,  which  readily  fill 
the  believer's  heart  and  mouth,  when  he  gets  Chrift  in  his 
arms.    •  .  " 

III.  Whence  it  is  that  faith's  embracj^s  of  Chrift  do  thus 
fill  the  heart  and. mouth  with  praife. 

IV.  Apply  the  whole. 

I.  As  to  the^r/?,viz.  concerning  that  arm  of  faith  which  em- 
"braces  Chrift ^  I  would  fliew,  i.  What  it  is.  2.  What  fort  of 
an  arm  it  is.     3.  How  it  embraces  Chrift. 

For  Xh^frji  1  have  not  time  at  prefent  to  open  up  the  nature 
of  faith  at  any  length  ;  all  I  ftiall  do,  is  only,  in  a  few  parti* 
culars,  to  fliew  what  it  fuppofes  and  implies. 

I.  Then,  It  plainly  fuppofes,  that  there  is  a  gift  or  grant  oC 
Chrift  made  to  finners,  in  the  free  offer  and  call  of  the  gofpel.- 
%  Receiving 
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Receiving  neceffarily  fuppofes  a  giving ;  and  to  take  what  is 
not  given,  is  but  theft,  robbery,  or  vicious  intromiffion.  John 
ri.  32.  faith  Chrift  thereto  a  promifcuous  multitude,  •  the 
greateft  part  of  whom  were  unbelievers,  as  is  evident  from  the 
fequel  of  the  chapter,  "  My  Fatfier  giveth  you  the  true  bread 
from  heaven  :"  where  it  is  pktin,  that  giving  and  offering  are 
much  the  fame  thing ;  with  this  difference  only,  that  the  gift 
or  grant  of  Chrift  in  the  word  to  finners,  is  the  ground  upon 
which  the  offer  is  made.  We  read,  that  **  Gt>d  hath  given  the 
earth  to  the  fons  of  men  ;"  that  is,  he  made  a  grant  of  it  unto 
"them,  to  be  uefd  and  poffeffed  by  them*  And,  by  virtue  of 
this  grant,  before  the  earth  came  to  be  fully  peopled,  when  a 
man  came  to  a  piece  of  land,  and  fet  his  foot  upon  it,  he  might 
warrantably  ufe  it  as  his  own  property  and  pofleifion  :  and  the . 
foundation  of  this  was,  that  God  had  given^  or  granted,  the 
earth  to  the  fons  of  men.     In  like  manner>  God  had  gifted  or 

f ran  ted  his  only  begotten  Son^  JoKn  iii.  16.  For  what  end  ^ 
"hat  hvhofoever  believeth  in  him^  or  takes  poffcffion  of  him  by 
faith,  fhould  not  perifh^  hut  have  everk^fiing  life*  It  is  tnie> 
ijideed,  the  eternal  deftination,  the  purchafe  and  application  of 
redemption  is  peculiar  only  to  the  eleft  :  but  the  revelation, 
gift,  and  offer,  is  common  to  all  the  hearers  of  the  gofpeV-;  in- 
fomuch  that,  as  the  great  Mr  Rutherford  expreffes  it,  the  re- 
probate has  as  fair  a  revealed  warrant  to  believe  as  the  eleft 
have.  Every  man  has  an  offer  of  Chrift  brought  to  his  door, 
who  lives  within  the  compafs  of  the  joyful  found  :  and  this  of* 
fer  comes  as  clofe  home  to  him,  as  if  he  were  pointed  out  by 
name.  So  that  none  have  reafon  to  fay.  The  call  and  offer  is 
not  to  me,  I  am  not  warranted  to  embrace  Chrift  ;  for  it  is 
unto  youy  O  meny  that  we  call,  and  out  voice  is  to  the  fons  of 
men  J  Prpv.  viii.  4.  We  Viave  God's  commiffionto  preach  this 
gofpel,  and  to  make  offer  of  this  Chrift  to  every  creature  fprung 
of  Adam,  Mark  xvi.  15, ;  and  the  event  of  the  publication  of 
this  gofpel  among  finners  follows  in  the  next  words,  "  He  that 
belifeveth  fhis  gofpel^  (hall  be  faved ;  but  he  that  believeth  not^ 
fliall  be  damned/'  No  man  ever  died,  or  ftiall  die  under  the 
drop  of  the  gofpel,  for  want  of  a  full  warrant  to  embrace  a 
Saviour :  no,  no,  Sirs,  your  death  and  blood  wiU  be  ^ipon  your 
own-heads;  your  unbelief  wilLbe  the  great  ground  of  your 
condemnation.  God  will  upbraid  you  at  the  great  day  with 
this,  that  you  had  Chrift  in  your  offer,  and  would  not  embrace 
him  :  **  1  called,  but  ye  refufed,  I  ftretched  out  my  hand,  but 
no  man  regarded, — therefore  will  I  laugh  at  your  calamity, 
and  mock  when  your  fear  conjcth,"  Prov.  i.  24.  26. 

2.    This  embracing  of  Chrift  fuppofes  the  knowledge  of 
Chrift  J  for  a  man,  when  he  believes^  doth  not  embrace  a  blind 
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bargalii.  '  Now,  there  is  a  two-fold  knowledge  that  faith  ncoe& 
farily  fuppofes,  viz.  a  knowledge  of  ourfelves^  and  a  knowledge 
of  Chrift.  .  > 

iji^  I  faj  it  fuppofes  the  knowledge  of  ourfelves,  or  a  con- 
vi£lion  and  difcoverjr  of  that  fin  and  miferj,  thraldom  and  bon- 
^^^t  we  are  reduced  unto,  by  the  breach  of  the  firft  covenant. 
.The  law  muft  be  our  fchool-mailer,  to  bring  us  to  Chrift. 
^Vithout  a  difcovery  of  fin  and  mifery  by  the  law,  in  lefs  or 
more,  the  iinner  will  never  flee  to  him,  who  is  "  the  end  of  the 
law: for  righteoufnefs."  The  man,  in  this  cafe,  is  juft  like  a 
mariner  at  fea,  failing  upon  a  broken  and  fhattercd  bottom^ 
not  far  from  a  great  rock  :  fo  long  as  he  apprehends  his  veffel 
to  be  good  enough,  or  fufficient  to  carry  him  to  land,  he  will 
fiill  cleave  to  it,  refuting  to  throw  himfelf  upon  the  rock  for 
fafety  ;  but  when  tlie  wind  and  waves  beat  upon  the  fiiip,  and 
break  her  in  pieces,  then,  and  never  till  then,  will  he  caft  him- 
felf upoatbe  rock.  So  is  it  here :  while  the  finner  apprehends 
he  can  do  well  enough  upon  the  broken  bottom  of  a  covenant 
of  works,,  his  own  doings^  and  good  meanings,  he  will  never 
betake  himfelf  to  Chrift  the  Rock  of  ages  ;  but  when  a  haiU 
ilorm  f weeps  down  the  refuge  of  lies,  and  lets  him  fee,  that  if 
he  ftay  on  this  bottom  of  the  law,  he  muft  inevitably  fink  into 
the  bottom  of  hell,  then,  and  never  till  then,  doth  the  man  cry 
with  the  jailor,  "  Sirs,  what  muft  1  do  to  be  faved  ?"  The  fame 
we  fee  in  Paul,  Rom,  vii.  9.  "  I  was  alive  without  the  law 
once:  but  when  the  commandment  came,  fin  revived,  and  I  died/' 
And  Gal.  ii.  19,  **  I  through  the  law  am  dead  to  the  law,  that 
I  might  live  unto  God."  Thus,  I  fay,  embracing  of  Chrift. 
neceflarily  fuppofeth  the  knowledge  and  convi^on  of  our  loft 
condition  by  the  law,  or  covenant  of  works. 

2dly,  It  fuppofeth  or  implieth  a  knowledge  of  Chrift,  as  the 
blefled  remedy  of  God's  providing.  And  there  is  fo  much  of 
this  goes  in  to  the  very  nature  of  faith,  that  we  find  it  frequently 
called  by  the  name  oi  knowledge ,  If.  liii.  11.  John  xvii.  3.—^ 
And  this  knowledge  of  Chrift  is  not  a  hare  fpeculative  know- 
ledge  cf  him,  attained  by  external  revelation,  or  common  il-t 
lumination,;  for  there  are  many  learned  unbelievers :  but  it; 
is  an  internal  faving  knowledge  of  him,  which  comes  by  tht 
Spirit  of  v;ifdom  and  revelalion,  accompanying  the  exteqial 
difccveries  of  him  in  the  gofpcl,  which  goes  in  to  the  nature 
of  true  faith :  **  God  who  commanded  the  ligiit  to  ftiine  out  of 
darkncfs,  pivji  (Line  in  our  hearts,  giving  the  light  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  glory  of  Qod,  in  the  face  of  Jt fus  Chrift,'* 
a  Cnr.  iy»  6.  He,  as  it  were,  ftrikcs  out  a  window  in  thei 
jnan^s  brealt-^  whici)  before  was  like  a  duns^eon  of  hellifli  dark- 
/icfsj  and  makes  a  beam  of  laving,  \\um\A\\^^,  ^\^0.  c"2t^\vc^x!\vv% 
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light  to  ihijie  into  it.  And  thu9  the  man  is  ^  called  out  of 
jdarknefs  into  a  marvellous  light/'  And  this  light  is  called 
the  light  oflife^  becaufe  with  it,  and  by  it,  a  new  principle  of 
•  life  is  implanted  in  the  foul:  £ph.,ii^  i.  **  You  hath  he 
quickened  who  were  dead  in  trefpsme ^  and  fins.'' 

3*  Thi&  embracing  of  Chrift  bears  in  it  tlie  fouPs  firm 
and  fteadj  aiTent  unto  the  revelation  of  tli^  gofpel  concerning 
'Chrift  ;•  fo  that  the  man  caimot  but  join  ifiue  with  PatU, 
-I  Tim.  i.  15.  "This  is  a  faithful  faying,  that  Ghrifi.  Jefos 
came  into  the  world  to  fave  finners."  Now,  this  aflent  of 
.the  foul  to  the  gofpel-revelation  is  not  a  bare  biftorical  afient, 
which  leans  only  to  the  teftimony  of  man ;  for  thiis  repro- 
bates may  and  do  believe  :  but  it  is  fuch  an  ailent,  as  is  bot« 
tomed  upon  the  tefiimony  of  God,  or  his  record  concerning 
Chrifl  in  the  gofpel.  Hence  it  is  called  a  **  believing  the  re- 
cord of  God,  a  fetting  to  the  feal  that  God  is  true."  Faith 
that  is  of  a  faving  nature,  will  not  venture  upon  any  thing 
lefs  than  the  credit  and  authority  of  God  himfcL : — Thus 
Jaith  the  Lord,  is  the  ground  and  reafon  of  the  foul's  alTetit. 
And  this  is  a.  firmer  bottom  than  heaven  and  earth  5  for  **  the 
faihion  of  this  world  pafl'eth  away,  but  the  word  of  the  LprcU 
endureth  for  ever ;  righteoufnefs  being  the  girdle  of  his  loins, 
fuid  faithfulnefs  the  girdle  of  his  reins."  So  that  he  will  as 
foon  ceafe  to  be  God,  as  ceafe  to  make  good  his  word,  which 
is  ratified  by  his  oath,  thefe  being  the  "  two  immutable  things, 
wherein  it  is  impoffible  for  God  to  lie." 

4.  Hereupon  follows  the  receiving,  embracing,  or  applying 
aft  of  faith.  .  Chrifl  being  known  in  the  light  of  the  word 
ahd  Spirit,  and  the  truth  of  the  revelation  concerning  him 
afTented  to ;  the  foul  goes  a  degree  further,  and,  as  it  were, 
takes  liim  home  into  its  arms  and  bofom,  as  a  remedy  every 
way  fuited  unto  the  foul's  malady  and  mifery.  This  embra- 
cing and  appropriating  aft  of  faith  is  jufl,  as  it  were,  the 
foul's  echo  unto  the  call  and  offer  of  the  gol'pel.  I  offer  hiiu 
for  thy  Saviour^  faith  God :  and  I  embrace  him  as  my  Savi-» 
oar,  faith  faith :  I  offer  him  for  wifdom,  to  thee  who  art  a 
fool,  fays  God;  and  I  embrace  him  for  my  wifdofn,  fays 
faith  :  I  offer  him  for  tJjy  righteoufnefs  and  jnfiification,  who 
art  a  condemned  finner,  fays  God ;  and  1  embrace  him  as 
the.  Lord  my  righteoufnefs,  faith  faith  :  I  offer  him  for  tJjy 
fanBification,  who  art  a  polluted  fillhy  finner,  fays  God  5  and 
I  embrace  him  for  my  fanBification,  fays  faith  :  I  off^ir  him 
for  thy  redemption,  who  ait  a  lawful  captive,  faith  God ;  and  I 
embrace  him  for  my  redemption^  and  my  all,  faith  faith.  Thus, 
I  fay,  the  foul  echoes  to  the  voice  of  God  ii\  t\\^  ?5^^V^^>  ^nV^tv 
itbdieveSf  much  like  that,  Zech.  xni.  9,  **  1  Yi'\\\  Uy^lX-'vi 
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my  people ;  and  they  ihall  fay.  The  Lord  is  my  God."  AnJ- 
this  i5  what  we  call  "  the  affurance  of  faith,"  or  an  "  appro- 
priating p^rfuafioD,"  whereby  the  foul,  as  it  were,  takes  Icifin 
aad  in^tment  lipon  Chrift,  and  all  the  b^effitigs  of  his  pur-». 
chafe  as  its  own,  upon  the  ground  of  the  gofpel  offer  and 
promife.  What  lay  before  in  common  to  all  in  the  offer, 
the  foul  brings  home  to  itfelf  i{i  particular ;  and,  juff  like 
Simeon,  takes  Chrift  in  its  arms  and  bofom,  faying,  with 
Thomas,  "  My  Lord,  and  my  God."  I  do  not  fay,  that  the 
firft  language  of  ftiith  is.  That  Chrift  died  for  mc,  or,  I  was 
eleded  from  eternity :  no ;  but  the  language  of  faith  is,  God 
offers  a  flain  and  crucified  Saviour  to  me,  and  I  take  the  flain 
Chrift  for  my  Saviour;  and  in  my  taking  or  embracing  of 
him  as  offered,  I  have  ground' to  conclude,  that  I  was  elefted, 
and  that  he  died  for  me  in  particular,  and  not  before.  1 
fliall  only  add,  that  this  appropriating  aft  doth  infeparably 
•attend  the  knowledge  and  affent  before  mentioned;  and  that 
they  are  all  jointly  comprifed  in  the  general  nature  of  fav;ng 
faith  ;  .  which  I  take  up  as  an  aft  of  the  wliole  foul,  without 
reftrifting  it  to  any  one  faculty,  or  diftinftion  as  to  priority 
or  pofteriority  of  time. 

Now,  this  faving  faith,  which  I  have  been  defcribing  in 
its  effential  afts,  is  varioufly  expreffed  in  the  facred  oracjes  of 
the  fcripturcs  of  truth  ;  from  which  fountain  alone  our  no- 
tions of  it  are  to  be  drawn :  "  To  the  law  and  to  the  tefti- 
mony :  if  they  fpeak  not  according  to  this  word,  it  is  becaufe 
there  is  no  light  in  them,"  If,  viii.  20. 

1.  Then,  It  is  called  a  receiving  of  Chrift  \  John  i.  I2« 
^'  But  as  many  as  received  liim,  to  them  gave  be  power  to 
become  the  fons  of  God,x  even  to  them  that  belfeve  on  his 
"name,"  Col.  ii.  6.  <*  As  ye  have  received  Chrift  Jcfus  the 
Lord,  fo  walk  ye  in  him."  This  expreffion  of  faith  leadi  us 
to  conceive  of  Chrift  under  the  notion  of  a  gift^  freely  offer- 
ed and  prefeuted  to  us  in  the  gofjjel,  and  bears  an  appropria- 
tion in  the  very  nature  of  it ;  for  where  a  roan  recei\^  a 
gift,  he  takes  it  as  his  own,  and  it  becomes  his  in  poffeftion. 

2.  It  is  fometiraes  expreffed  by  a  rejfing  or  **  rolling  our- 
felves  on  the  Lord;"  PfaU  xxxvii.  5.  "  Commit  thy  way 
unto  the  Lord,"  or,  as  it  reads  in  the  margin,  "  Roll  thy  way 
upon  the  Lord;"  and,  ver.  7,  "  Reft  in  the  Lord,  and  wait 
patiently  for  hiin."  Which  expreflion  may  either  allude  un- 
to a  poor  weary  man,  who  is  like  to  fink^under  a  load,  his 
legs  i.ot  able  to  bear  him  ;  he  leans  or  refts  himfelf  upon  a 
ftroijg  rock,  which  he  is  confident  will  not  fink  underneath. 
Faith,  in  its  juftifying  aft,  it  is  not  a  working,  bu^  a  refting 
grace.     O.I  Isys  the  poor  foul,   I   am  like  to  fink  into  the 

depths 
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depths  of  hell,  under  the  weight  of  mine  Iniquities,  which 
have  gone  over  my  head,  as  a  hurden  too  heavy  for  me  to 
bear :  but  I  lay  my  help  whei^  God  has  laid  it ;  O  !  this  i& 
my  reft.  Hence  he  thut  believes  is  faid  to  enter  into  bis  refim 
Or  this  refting  of  the  foul  on  Chrift  may  allude  to  one*s  reft- 
ing  upon  a  bond,  or  good  fccurity  granted  to  him  by  a  fpoit* 
fible  perfon  j  he  takes  it  as  fecurity  to  himfelf,  and  refts  on 
the  fidelity  of  I)im  that  grants  it.  So,  in  believing,  we  reft  up* 
on  the  veracity  of  a  promifing  God  in  Chrift,  as  a  fufEcient 
fecurity  for  the  bleffing  promifed, 

3.  It  is  called  ^flying  for  refuge  to  the  hope  fct  before  or, 
Heb.  vi.  18.     In  which  there  is  an  allufion  to  the  ipanflafycr 
under  the  law,  who  fled  from  the  avenger  of  blood.     The 
poor  purfued  man,  he  was  not  to  turn  alide  to  any  of  the  ci- 
ties of  Ifrael ;  he  was  not  to  flee  to  his  own  hr  4>e  ;  yea,  he 
was  not  to  flee  to  the  temple  ;   and  to  offer  facrifice  ;  but  he* 
was  to  flee  ftraight  to  the  city  of  refuge.     So,  in  believing^ 
the  foul  is  never  to  reft  in  any  thing  on  this  fide  of  Chrift, 
who  is  **  an  hiding  place  from  the  wind,  and  a  covert  from 
the  tempeft  :"  the  hail  fliall  fwe^p  away  every  other  refuge^ 
But  as  the  man-flayer,  when  once  within  the  gates  of  the  city 
of  refuge,  was  in  fuch  fafety,  that  he  could  freely  fpeak  with 
the  avenger  of  blood,  without  any  manner  of  danger  ;  fo  the 
foul  that  is  by  faith  got  under  the  covert  of  the  bipod  and 
righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  is  in  fuch  abfolute  fafety,  that  it 
dares  fpeak  to  the  law^  and  all  its  purfucrs,  tying  with  the 
apoftle,  Rom.  viii.  33.  34.  "  Who  fliall  la/  any  thing  to  th6 
charge  of  God's  ele6l  ?    It  is  God  that  juttifietii :  who  is  he 
that  condemneth  ?  It  is  Chrift  that  died,"  gcc. 
\     4,  It  is  called  a  •*  fubmittingto  the  righteoufnefs  of  God," 
Rom.  X.  3.     A  very  ftrange  expreffion  !   Shall  it  be  thought 
fubmiffion  for  a  condemned  criminal  to  accept  of  pardon 
from  his  prince  ?  or  for  a  perfon  that  is  ftark  naked,  to  ac- 
cept of  a.  garment  ?  The  expreflion  plainly  points  oat  the  ar- 
rogant pride  of  the  heart  of  man.     We  are,  as  it  were, 
moimted  upon  an  imaginary  throne  of  our  own  righteoufnefs 
by  the  law,  thinking,  with  Laodicea,  that  we  are  lich,  and 
'  ftand  in  need  of  nothing,  difdaining  to  be  oblig^  to  another 
for  righteoufnefs :  but  now  when  a  man  believes,  all  thefe 
towering  imaginations  are  levelled  ;  he  is  emptied  of  himfelf, 
and  m^ade  to  "  count  all  things  but  lofs  and  dung,  that  he  may 
be  found  in  Chrift,  not  having  his  own  righteoufnefs,  but  the 
righteoufnefs  which  is  of  God  by  faith,"  Phil.  iii.  8.  9,   The 
language  of  the  foul,  fubmitting  to  the  righteoufnefs  of  God, 
is  that  of  the  church,  If.  xlv.  24.  "  Surely,  fhall  one  fay.  In 
the  Lord  have  I  righteoufnefs  and  itrength," 
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5.  It  is  called  a  taking  hold  of  God^s  covenant^  If.  Ivi.  4. 
The  covenant  of  grace,  as  it  lies  in  the  external  difpenfation 
of  the  gofpel,  is  like  a  rope  caft  in  to  a  company  of  drowning 
men ;  God  comes  bj  his  minifters,  crying  to  unking  finners, 
who  are  going  down  to  the  bottomlefs  gulf  of  his  wrath, 
TTaie  hold  of  my  covenant^  and  of  him  whom  I  have  given  for 
a  covenant  of  the  people  ;  and  I  will  deliver  jou  from  going 
*  down  to  the  pit.  Now,  when  a  man  believes,  he,  as  it  were, 
takes  hold  of  this  rope  of  falvation,  this  covenant  of  grace  and 
promife  j  and  like  Jeremiah,  when,  the  cords  were  let  down 
to  the  pit  by  Ebed-melech,  puts  them  under  his  arm-holes,. 
and.kys  his  weight  upon  them.  The  poor  foul,  in  this  cafe, 
fays  with  David,  fpeaking  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  T^his  £r 
all  my  fulvation  ;  here  will  I  lay  the  weight  of  my  finking 
and  perifliing  foul. 

'6.  It  is  called  ^yielding  our f elves  unto  the  Lord,  2  Ghron, 
XXX.  8.  Hezekiah,  writing  to  the  degenerate  tribes,  exhorta 
them  to  yield  them/elves  unto  the  Lord  ;  or,  as  it  is  in  the 
Hebrew,  Give  the  band  unto  the  Lord ;  alluding  to  men  who 
have  been  at  variance,  when  they  come  to  an  agreement, 
they  ftriice  hands  one  with  another,  in  token  of  £riendihip« 
The  great  God,  the  offended  Majefty  of  heaven,  comes,  in  a 
gofpel- difpenfation,  llretchiiig  out  his  hand  all  the  day  long 
to  rebellious  finners,  crying.  Behold  me^  behold  me  ;  caft  away 
your  rebellious  arms,  and  be  at  peace  with  me.  Now,  when 
a  finner  believes,  he,  as  it  were,  flrikes  hands  with  the  Lord, 
according  to  that.  If.  xxvii.  5.  **  Let  him  take  hold  of  my 
ftrength,  that  he  may  make  peace  with  me,  and  he  ihdl 
make  peace  with  me." 

.  7.  It  is  called  an  opening  of  the  heart  to  Chrifl^  Cant.  v.  2. 
Riv.  iii.  20.  Afts  xvi.  14.  This  expreffion  imports,  that  as 
the  finner'9  heart  is  by  nature  fliut  and  bolted  againit  the 
Lord  ;  fo,  when  he  believes,  the  everlafling  doors  of  the  under- 
Handing,  will,  and  affedlions,  are  "  lifted  up  to  the  Lord  of 
bofls,  the  Lord  mighty  in  battle,"  Pfal.  xxiv.  7. 

.  8.  It  is  fometimes  called  a  buying^  If.  Iv.  i.  "  Buy  wine 
and  milk  without  money,  and  without  price."  Rev.  iii.  18. 
*•  I  counfel  thee  to  buy  of  me  gold  tried  in  the  fire,"  &c.-^ 
This  bnying  does  not  import  fuch  a  commutation,  as  if  we 
were  to  give  to  God  an  equivalent  for  his  grace  ;  for  it  is  a 
buying  "  without  money,  and  without  price ;"  it  is  a  giving 
cf  ])overty  for  riches,  emi^tinefs  for  fulnefs,  deformity  for 
buauty,  guilt  for  righteoufnefs,  pollution  for  holinefs,  bon- 
dage for  liberty  ;  in  a  word,  buying  in  Chrift's  market  is  no* 
thing  elfe  but  taking:  Rev.  xxii.  17.  "  Whofqcver  will,  let 
him  come,  and  take  the  water  of  life  freely." 

Many 
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Many  other  expreffions  the  Spirit  of  God  makes  ufe  of  in 
the  word,  to  hold  out  the  nature  of  faith.  Sometimes  it  is 
cS&eidi^tbefubftance  of  things  hoped  for ^  Heb.  xi.  i.j  becaufe 
faith,  as  it  were,  doth  realize  and  fubftantiate  the  promife. 
Juft  like  a  man,  looking  to  bonds,  charters,  or  any  other  fe« 
curities  ;  he  will  fay.  There  is  my  fubftance,  and  all  my  ftock^ 
though  they  be  but  bits  of  paper.  So  the  believer,  whea 
lookmg  on  Chrift,  his  righteoufnefs  and  fulnefs,  as  held  forth 
iir  the  free  promife  of  the  gofpel,  will  be  ready  to  fay.  There 
is  my  .fubftance,  and  everlafting  all :  with  David,  he  rejoicetb 
ii»  CrotTs  word  of  promife,  as  one  that  Jindeth  great  fpoil ;  yea, 
it  is  better  to  him  than  gold^  yea^  than  much  fine  gold.  Again, 
it  is  called,  in  the  fame  verfe,  the  evidence  of  things  notfeen. 
The  word,  in  the  original  rendered  evidence^  fignifies  to  con- 
vince to  a  demonftration.  Faith  a^ing  upon  the  promife, 
convin<!fth  the  foul  of  the  reality  of  things  invifible,  as  if 
thcjr  were  before  him,  and  he  faw  them  widi  his  bodily  eyes. 
And  this  fight  of  faith  is  not  fuch  a  fight  as  Balaam  got  of 
Chrift,  when  he  faid,  *^  I  ihall  fee  him,  but  not  now :  I  fhall 
behold  him,  but  not  nigh."  He  faw  him  by  the  fpirit  of 
prophecy,  as  the  Redeemer  of  Ifrael ;  but  not  by  the  fpirit  of 
&ith,  as  bis  Redeemer^  as  Job,  chap.  xix.  25.  Balaam  faW 
him,  widiout  any  perfonal  intereft ;  but  Job  faw  him  as  his 
own  Redeemer,  with  appropriation :  *•  I  know,  (faith  he)^ 
that  my  Redeemer  liveth."  Again,  in  the  I3tb  verfe  of  the 
lame  chapter,  faith  is  called  an  embracing  of  the  promifes^ 
Heb.  xi.  13.  The  word  in  the  original  fignifies  a  kindly  fa* 
latation  or  kifiing;  being  an  allufion  to  two  dear  friends, 
who,  when  they  meet,  clafp  one  another  in  their  arms,  in  a 
moft  loving  and  affectionate  manner.  The  grace  of  the  pro- 
mife embraces  the  foul,  and  then  the  foul  embraces  the  pro- 
mife, and  hugs  it,  and  Chrift  in  it,  in  his  arms.  The  reverfe 
of  this  is  the  cafe  of  the  prefumptuous  hypocrite,  who  in 
fome  fort  embraces  the  promife  indeed ;  but  the  fpecial  grace' 
of  the  promife  not  having  embraced  hi  •;,  he  is  like  a  man  ti<^ 
king  a  tree  in  his  arms,  he  embraces  the  tree,  but  not  the  tt'ee 
him.  '  -'^ 

Again,  faith  is  fometimes  called  an  "  eating  the  flefli,  ah^. 
drinking  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  man,'*  John  vi.  53.;  becriufe 
faith  makes  ufe  of,  and  applies  Chrift  for  the  life,  riouriffi- 
ment,  and  fuftentation  of  the  fi^ul ;  juft  as  a  man  makes  ufe  " 
of  the  meat  and  drink  that  is  fet  before  him,  for  his  bodily 
nourifliment.  Let  a  man  have  never  fuch  a  rich  feaft  before 
him,  yet  he  will  inevitably  ftarve,  unlefs  he  apply  it,  and 
make  ufe  of  it  5  fo,  without  faith's  application  of  Chrift  and 
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his  fulbefsy  we  inevitably  die  and  perifh.  And  O  how  fad  to 
perifli  in  the  midft  of  plenty  ! 

Laftlyy  Faith  is  called  a  "  trufting  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,'* 
If.  1. 10.  and  xxvi»  3.  We  all  know  what  it  is  to  tnift  iti  a 
XBan  of  honefty  and  integrity.  When  he  paffes  his  word,  we 
ipake'no  doubt,  and  have  nohefitation  concerning  his  performing 
what  he  hath  promifed  ;  fo  faith  takes  the  promife,  and  tnifts 
the  veracity  of  the  Promifer ;  as  it  is  faid  of  Abraham,  Rom* 
iv.  20.  '^  He  ftaggered  not  at  the  promife  of  God  through 
unbelief;  but  was  flrong  in  faith,  giving  glory  to  Ood." 
The  perfeftlons  of  God,  fuch  as  his  power,  holinef^,  good«> 
ncfs,  but  efpecially  his  veracity,  are  pawned  in  the  promife, 
as  grounds  of  trufl.  Hence  we  are  to  truft  in  his  name  : 
and  when  we  truft  in  him,  and  ftay  ourfelves  upon  him,  we 
are  ftill  to  take  him  up  as  our  God  in  Chrift  ;  for  we  caa 
jiever  truft  him,  while  we  take  him  up  as  an  enemy .^ 

Thejicond  thing  propofed,  for  opening  up  the  firft  general 
Bead  in  the  method,  was,  to  give  you  fome  of  the  qualities  of 
this  arm  of  faith* 

1.  It  is  a  leaning  and  a  ftaying  arm  :  Cant.  viii.  5.  **  Who 
is  this  that  condieth  up  from  the  wildernefs,  leaning  upon  her 
beloved  ?'*  If.  xxvi.  3.  **  Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  pcrfeft  peace 
•Whofe  mind  is  flayed  on  thee.''  It  is  the  office  of  faith  to 
underprop  the  foul,  when  it  is  ready  to  be  overwhelmed  with 
the  burden  of  fin  and  forrow,  dairknefs  and  defertion  :  Pfal. 
sxvii.  13.  ^^  I  had  fainted,  unlefs  I  had  believed  to  fee  the 
goodnefs  of  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living."  It  leans  and 
Says  itfelf  on  him  who  is  *'  tlie  ftrcngth  of  Ifrael,  even  the 
man  of  God's  right-hand,  whom  he  hath  made  flrong  for 
bitnfelf."  And  thus  it  bears  up  the  foul  under  the  heavieft 
prciTurcs. 

2.  It  is  a  winning  and  a  gaining  arm.  The  apoflle,  Phil, 
iih  8.  9.  fpeaks  of  wiitning  Chrtfi^  arid  being  found  in  bim. 
And  it  is  faid  of  the  wife  merchant,  that  he  went  and  fold  alt 
that  he  had,  that  he  might  3w^  or  win  the  pearl  of  great  pricey 
and  this  pearl  can  be  won  no  otherwife  but  by  receiving  it, 
John  i.  12.  Yea,  faith  is  fuch  a  wining  grace,  that  it  is  ever 
taking,  ever  receiving  out  of  Chrift's  fulnefs,  gra^e  for  graces 
it  digs  into  the  Rock  of  ages,  and  makes  up  the  poor  foul  • 
with  unfearchable  riches  ;  it  maintains  a  traffick  with  heaven, 
travels  to  the  land  afar  off,  and  returns  richly  &augkt^d 
and  loaded  with  the  commodities  of  that  better  country. 

3.  It  is  a  very  wide  ^d  capacious  arm.  It  is  not  little 
that  will  fill  the  arm  of  faith  :  the  whole  world,  and  all  the 
fulnefs  thereof,  cannot  fill  the  arm  of  faith  :  no,  no  -,  it  flings 
them  away  like  dung,  that  it  noiay  get  its  arms  filled  with  a 
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God  m  Chrift :  **  I  count  t^l  things  but  Ipfs  and  dungpfor  thf 
excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  my  I^ord,"  Phil* 
iii.  8.  Yety  I  may  add»  that  heavqn,  and  ^U  the  glgries  of  Imma* 
nuers  land^  bear  no  bulk  in  the  arn>  of  fmth  without  Chrift^ 
in  whom  the  fulneC;  of  the  Qodh^  dw«;lU :  Fi!^-  Ixxiii.  95* 
'*  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  apd  there  is  none  upoa 
earth  that  1  defire  befides  thee." 

4.  It  is  a  QQoft  tenacious  arqfi.;  it9  mptto  may  be,  d&iPE* 
^AST-  As  the  arm  of  faith  is  wide,  and  takes  in  much  ;  fo 
it  keeps^  gnd  gripes  faft  what  it  gets :  Cant.  iii.  4.  ^'  1  held 
him  (fjiys  the  fpoufe),  and  would  not  let  him  go."  Faith  is 
fuch  a  tenacious  grace^  that  it  will  wrefile  with  an  omnipotent 
Gody  and  refufe  to  yield  to  kirn  when  he  feems  to  fhake  him* 
fidlf  loofe  of  its  gripes,  as  we  fee  in  the  cafe  of  Jacob,  Gen* 
xx&ii.  94.  and  downward.  There  Jacob  gets  a  gripe  by 
faith  of  the  Angel  of  the  covenant:  the  Angel. fays  unto 
Jmn^  Let  me  go,  Jacob.  A  very  flrange  woird,  for  the  Crea- 
tor te  he^onoe  a  fupplicant  to  his  own  creature  !  Well,  what 
feys  Jacob's  faith  to  this  propofal  ?  "  I  will  not  let  thee  go, 
^x<;ept  thou  blefs  me."  As  if  he  had  faid,  *  Let  the  day  b^eak, 
and  let  it  pafs  on,  let  the  night  come,  and  let  the  day  break 
gg^  ;  it  is  all  one  ;  lean  Jacob  and  the  living  God  ihall  not 
part  without  the  bleffing.'  To  this  purpofe  is  that  of  the 
proi^et,  Hof.  xii.  3*4.^^  By  his  flrength  (viz.  by  the  ftrcngtli 
pf  faitli  in  prayer),  he  had  power  with  God :  yea,  he  had 
power  over  the  angel,  and  prevailed  :■  he  wept  and  made  fup- 
plication  unto  him."  O  Sirs  !  try  to  follow  the  example  of 
Jacob,  and  you  fliall  be  Jed  with  the  heritage  ofyacqi  your 
father^  If.  Iviii.  14.     Thus,  I  fay,  faith  is  a  moft  griping  and 

tenacious  arm.  The  firft  gripe  that  faith  takes  of  Chrift  is 
fo  faft,  that  it  never  quits  gripe  of  him  again  through  eter- 
nity :  it  unities  the  foul  to  Chrift  j  and  the  union  is  fo  clofc 
Wd  intimate  through  faith,  that  the  man  becomes  one  body 
'  ;ind  onefpirit  with  him,  and  fo  ihdiiTplvable,  as  that  **  neither 
death  ^r  life,  iK>r  things  prefent,  nor  things  to  come,  ftiall 
e^er  b^  able  to  make  a  feparatjon." 

5.  Hence  it  follows,  that  faith  is  a  very  bold  and  confident 
ixm.  Jt  hath  a  great  deal  of  ajjurance  in  it ;  for  it  will 
ipaintain  its  claim  to  Chrift,  upon  the  ground  of  the  new  cove- 
nant, even  when  hell  and  earth,  fenfe  and  reafon,  and  all 
leems  to  be  againft  it  j  it  will  truft  in  the  name  of  the  Lord^ 
^d  ftay  itfelf  upon  its  God  and  covenant,  even  when  the 
poor  foul  walks  in  the  darknefs  of  defertion,  in  the  darknefs 
of  temptation,  in  the  darknefs  of  afflidlion,  yea,  in  the  dark 
valley  of  the  £hadow  of  death.  Abraham's  faith  had  much  op- 
pcJitioa  to  grapple  with,  when  he  got  the  promife  of  Ifaac, 
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and  in  him  of  the  promifed  feed,  in  whom  all  the  nations  of 
the  earth  were  to  be  bleifed ;  jet  fuch  was  the  confideoce  and 
alTurance  of  his  faith,  that  be  Jiaggered  not  at  the  promi/im 
The  language  of  faith  is,  "  When  I  fall,  1  fhall  arife ;  when 
I  6t  in  darknefs,  the  Lord  ihall  be  a  light  unto  me.  He  will 
bring  me  forth  to  the  light,  and  I  fhall  behold  his  rightecml^ 
nefs,"  Mic:  vii.  8.  9.  Yet  I  would  not  be  here  miftaken,  as 
if  the  poor  believer  did  not  apprehend  Chrift  and  the  promiije 
with  a  tottering  and  trembling  hand ;  nay,  the  believer  through 
the  prjsvalency  of  unbelief,  is  many  times  brough  fy  low^  as 
to  cry  with  the  pfalmift,  "  Will  the  Lord  caft  off  for  ever  ? 
and  will  he  be  favourable  no  more  ?  Is  his  mercy  clean  gone 
for  ever  ?  doth  his  promife  fail  for  evermore  ?  Hath  God 
forgotten  to  be  gracious  ?  hath  he  in  anger  fhut  up  his  tender 
mercies  ?  Selah."  Pfal.  Ixxvii.  7.  8.  9.  But  let  it  be  remem* 
bered,  that  this  was  not  his  faith,  but  his  infirmity,  through 
prevailing  unbelief,  which  made  him  thus  to  ftagger ;  for,  let 
faith  but  get  rid,  of  unbelief,  let  it  get  up  its  head,  and  allow 
it  to  fpeak  its  proper  language,  its  dialed  will  be,  ^bba.  Fa* 
tber^.^om.  viii.  15. ;  and,  **  Doubtlefs,  thou  art  our  Father, 
though  Abraham  be  ignorant  of  us,  and  Ifrael  acknowledge 
us  not :  thou,  O  Lord,  art  our  Father,  our  Redeemer,  thy 
name  is  from  everlafting." 

6.  It  is  a  very  patient  and  waiting  arm  ;  for  **  he  that  be* 
lieveth  fhall  not  make  hafte,"  If.  xxviii.  i6.  Faith,  although 
It  firmly  believes  the  accompliihment  of  the  promife^  yet  it 
will  not  limit  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael  as  to  the  time  of  its  ao» 
complifhment :  ^'  I  will  wait  upon  the  Lord  that  hideth  his 
face  from  the  houfe  of  Jacob,  and  I  will  look  for  him,"  If., 
viii.  17.  **  The  vifion  is  for  an  appointed  time  ;  (and  therd* 
fore,  fays  faith),  though  it  tarry,  wait  for  it,  becaufe  it  will 
furely  come,  it  will  not  tarry,"  Hab.  ii.  3.  Faith  will  not 
draw  rafh  or  defperate  conclufions,  becaufe  the  Lord  hides  or. 
defers  his  vifits  :  no  ;  but  it  looks  to  God's  word  of  promife^ 
and  grounds  its  confidence  there,  faying  with  the  church,  **  I 
will  look  unto  the  Lord :  I  will  wait  for  the  God  of  mj  faU 
vation  :  my  God  will  hear  me,"  Mic.  vii.  7. 

7.  Faith  is  a  feeding  arm ;  it  feeds  upon  the  carcafe  of  the 
Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah ;  and  thus,  like  Samfon,  gets  its 
**  meat  out  of  the  eater,  and  fweetnefs  out  of  the  ftrong." 
Hence,  as  you  heard,  it  is  called  an  eating  ofthejiejh,  and  a 
drinking  of  the  blood  of  Chrifl :  and  in  this  view  Chrift  is 
prefented  to  us  in  the  facrament  of  the  fupper,  "^ake^  eat,  this 
is  my  body.  There  was  a  part  of  the  facrifices  under  the 
law  referved  for  food  to  the  priefts,  when  the  reft  was  burnt 
upon  the  altar :   believers  are  fpiritual  priefts  unto  God,  and 
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they  live  upon  the  iiltar,  and  that  blefled  pa^Tover  that  was 
factificed  for  us. 

8.  It  is  not  an  idle  but  a  working  arm.  Indeed,  in  its 
juftifying  aft  it  is  not  a  working,  but  only'  a  taking,  or  a 
refting  arm  :  it  is  like  the  beggar's  hand,  that  takes  the  alms, 
without  working  a  turn  for  it.  In  juftiiicatiuD,  faith  is  a 
paifive  or  recipient  kind  of  an  inftrument ;  but,  in  bnAifica* 
tion,  it  is  an  aftive  or  an  efficient  kind  of  inftrument.  It 
is  f uch  an  adive  arm  in  fanftification,  that  it  purifies  the 
heart,  and  a£luates  and  animates  all  the  other  graces  of  the 
Spirit ;  it  works  by  love,  it  works  by  repentance,  it  works 
by  hope,  it  works  by  patience,  it  works  by  obedience ;  and 
**  faith  without  works  is  dead,  as  the  body  without  the  fpirit 
is  dead."  In  a  word,  the  whole  of  gofpel-obedience,  is 
the  obedience  of  faith  y  and  the  obedience  that  flows  not  from 
fiaith  is  but  dead  works,  which  cannot  be  acceptable  to  a  living 
God. 

'  9.  Faith  is  a  fighting  and  warlike  arm :  Heb.  xi.  34.  k  is 
faid  of  the  worthies  there,  that  they  by  faith,  waxed  valiant 
infighi  :  yea,  it  is  not  only  a  fighting,  but  a  viftorious  arm  ; 
,  for  it  puts  to  flight  the  armies  of  the  aliens.  It  is  by  faith 
leaning  on  the  arm  of  Oranipotency,  that  the  believer's  bow 
abides  in  its  ftrength,  and  the  arms  of  his  hands  become 
ftrongy  to  break  bows  of  fteel  in  pieces.  By  faith  we  quench 
the  fiery  darts  of  hell,  and  trample  upon  the  powers  of  dark- 
nefs  ;  by  faith  we  overcome  the  world,  and  fet  the  moon  un- 
der our  feet.  Yea,  this  gallant  grace  of  faith,  it  will  take  up 
the  fpoils  of  Chrift's  viftory  over  fin  and  Satan,  hell  and  death, 
and  triumph  in  his  triumphs,  even  while  it  is  in  the  field  of 
battle,  and  feemingly  overcome  by  the  enemy.  **  Thanks  be 
unto  Grod,  which  always  caufeth  us  to  triumph  in  Chrift.** 
My  Head  and  General,  faith  faith,  has  overcome,  and  I  have 
already  overcome  in  him  ;  for  **  we  are  more  than  conquerors 
through  him  that  loved  us,"  Rom.  viii.  37. 

10.  Lqftlyy  Faith  is  a  faving  arm :  "  He  that  believeth  fhall 
be  faved."  There  is  an  infeparable  connection  eftablifhed, 
by  the  ordination  of  Heaven,  between  faith  and  falvation, 
John.  iii.  16.  "  Whofoever  believeth,  fhall  not  perifh,  but 
have  everlafting  life."  Although  indeed  there  is  no  connec- 
tion of  cafuality,  yet  there  is  an  undoubted  connexion  of  or- 
der. Faith  cannot  but  carry  falvation  along  with  it,  feeing 
it  takes  up  Chrift  the  falvation  of  God  in  its  arms,  as  you,  fee 
Simeon  did. 

The  third  thing  propofed  here  was,  to  inquire  how  this 
arm  of  faith  doth  embrace  Chrift  ?  In  general,  1  acfwer,  it 
embraces  him  juft  as  God  offers  him  in  the  gofpeU    T\\^T:«i 
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is  a  manifeft  proportion  betwixt  God's  offer,  and  faith's  tt^ 
ception  of  Chrifl ;  which  I  fliall  illuftrate  in  the- four  partku^ 
lars  following. 

I.  Chrifl:  is  freely  offered  in  the  gofpel.  If.  Iv.  i.  Rev.  xxii, 
17. ;  fo  faith  embraces  him  as  the  free  gift  of  God.  There 
is  a  natural  propenfitj  in  the  heart  of  man,  to  give  fomething 
or  other  of  our  own,  by  way  of  exchange  or  equivalent,  for 
Chrift,  and  the  blefEngs  of  his  purchafe.  Proud  nature  caiu 
»ot  think  of  being  fo  much  beholden  to  God,  as  to  take  Chrift 
and  falvation  from  him  for  nothing  at  all ;  and  therefore  it 
would  always  be  bringing  in  this  or  the  other  qualification, 
as  a  price  in  its 'hand  to  £t  it  for  Chrifl ;  I  muil  be  fo  pem« 
tent,  fo  humble,  fo  clean  and  holy  before  I  come  to  Chrift^ 
and  then  I  will  be  welcome,  he  will  pardon  and  fave  me. 
But,  Sirs,  whatever  you  may  think  of  it,  this  is  but  a  taag 
of  the  old  covenant  of  works,  and  all  one  as  if  a  man  ibould 
fay,  I  rouft  firft  heal  myfelf  before  I  go  to  the  phyfician ;  I 
1  will  firfl  wafh  myfelf  clean,  before  I  go  to  the  fountain 
opened  up  for  fin  and/or  uncleannefs.  Beware  of  this,  for  it  ia  a 
fecret  fubverting  of  the  order  and  method  God  hath  eflabliibed 
in  the  covenant  of  grace,  this  being  the  very  money  aodfprice 
which  he  forbids  us  to  bring  to  the  market  01  free  grace.  Faith, 
argues  at  another  rate  in  its  embracing  of  Chrifl :  O  !  fays 
the  poor  foul,  I  am  a  difeafed  finner  from  the  fole  of  the  foot 
to  the  crown  of  the  head ;  and  this  qualifies  me  for  the  Phy* 
fician  of  fouls  :  il  am  a  polluted  finner,  black  like  the  Ethio- 
pian, fpotted  like  the  leopard  ;  and  therefore  I  will  go  to  the 
fountain  :  I  am  naked ;  and  therefore  I  will  take  the  white 
raifrjent  offered  me,  to  cover'  the  fhame  of  my  nakednefs  :  I 
am  blind  ;  and  therefore  I  will  take  the  eye-falve,  which  re- 
covers fight  to  the  blind.  Thus,  I  fay,  faith  embraces  Chriil 
as  he  is  freely  offered. 

2.  Chriil  \sftilly  and  wholly  offered  in  the  gofpel ;  and  ac- 
cordingly faith  embraces  him  wholly  without  dividing  him. 
I  owii  indeed  that  the  firfl  flight  of  faith  is  to  Chrifl  as  a  Sa- 
viour, Chrifl  as  priefl,  fullfilling  the  law,  fatisfying  jufticc, 
and  thereby  bringing  in  everlafling  righteoufncfs,  this  being 
the  only  thing  that  can  anfwer  the  prcfent  flrait  and  ncceflSty 
of  the  foul,  under  the  awful  apprehenfions  of  vindidlive  juflice 
and  wrath  ;  and  therefore  thither  it  flees  for  refugff,  in  the 
firfl:  a6l  of  believing.  But  now,  although  faith  at  firfl  fixes 
upon  Chrifl  as  a  priefl ;  yet  at  the  fame  time  it  embraces 
him  ns  a  prophet,  fubmitting  unto  his  inflruftion,  and  fubjefts 
itl'elf  unto  him  as  a  king,  receiving  the  law  from  his  mouth  : 
O  !  fays  the  foul,  **  I  am  more  brutifh  than  any  man,  and 
have  not  the  underflanding  of  a  man  ;"  but  this  Saviour  "  has 
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pity  on  the  ignorant,  and  them  that  are  out  of  the  waj  :*'  he 
opens  the  book,  and  loofes  the  feven  feals  thereof  j  and  tliere- 
fore  I  will  fit  down  at  his  feet,  and  receive  the  whole  revela- 
tion of  the  mind  and  will  of  God  from  him  :  I  am  a  poor 
captive  and  vaffel  of  hell ;  Other  Lords  hatie  had  dominion  over 
me,  but,  now  /  will  make  mention  of  bis  name  :  he  is  mj^  yudge^ 
my  Jjaw-giver,  and  my  King^  even  he  \\\2Xfaves  me.  Thus, 
1  fay,  the  arm  of  faith  embraces  a  whole  Chrift.  There  is 
nothing  of  Chrift,  fays  the  foul,  that  I  can  want ;  I  muft  have 
him  all,  and  have  him  all  as  mine  own,  as  my  Prophet,  my 
JPrieft,  and  my  King.  And  herein  the  faith  of  the  hypocrite,  or 
temporary  believer,  comes  fhort  of  the  faith  of  God's  eled.  The 
hypocrite,  he  halves  Chrift,  or  elfe  inverts  the  order  of  his  ofHcf, 
in  his  way  of  receiving  him:  either  he  receives  him  as  a  Saviour, 
only  to  keep  him  out  of  hell,  but  waves  the  acceptance  of  him  as 
9  King  to  rule  him  j  or  elfe  he  profefledly  fubje^ts  himfelf  unto 
Chrift's  authority  as  a  King  and  a  Law-giver,  hoping,  upon 
that  fcore,  that  Chrift  will  lave  him,  by  his  blood  and  righte- 
oofncfs,  as  a  prieft  ;  and  fo  thereby  makes  up  the  defeats  of 
bis  lame  obedience ;  whicli  is,  upon  the  matter,  to  ^^  put  a 
piece  of  new  cloth  unto  an  old  garment,  whereby  the  rent  is 
made  worfe." 

3.  Grod  gives  Chrift  cordially  and  affeEiionately  in  the  go- 
fpcl :  his  very  heart,  as  it  were,  goes  out  after  finners,  in  the 
call  and  offer  thereof.  It  is  not  pofiible  to  conceive  any 
thing  more  affedlionate,  than  the  word  in  which  he  befpeaks 
finners :  £zek.  xxxiii.  11.  **  As  I  live,  faith  the  Lord  God, 
I  have  no  pleafure  in  the  death  of  the  wicked,  but  that  the 
wicked  turn  from  his  way  and  live :  turn  ye,  turn  ye  from 
your  evil  ways  *,  for  why  will  ye  die,  O  houfe  of  Ifrael !" 
Hof.  xi»  8.  "  How  fliali  I  give  thee  up,  Ephraim  ?  how  fhall 
I  deliver  thee,  Ifrael  ?  how  fliall  I  make  thee  as  Admah  ? 
hpw  fliall  I  fet  thee  as  Zeboim  ?  mine  heart  is  turned  within 
me,  my  repentings  are  kindled  together."  If.  Iv.  i.  2.  3. 
^  Ho,  every  one  that  thjrfteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters,  and 
b6  that  hath  no  money  ;  come  ye,  buy  and  eat,  yea,  come, 
buy  wine  and  milk  without  money,  and  without  price. 
Wherefore  do  ye  fpend  money  for  that  which  is  not  bread  ? 
add  your  labour  for  that  which  fatisfieth  not  ?  hearken  di- 
ligently Hiito  me,  and  eat  ye  that  which  is  good,  and  let 
your  foul  delight  itfelf  in  fatnefd.  Incline  your  car,  and 
come  untp  me  ;  hear,  and  your  foul  fliall  live,  and  I  will 
SMike  an  everlafting  covenant  with  you,  even  the  furc  mer- 
cies of  David."  Now,  I  fay,  as  God  offers  Chrift  mcft  af- 
feftionately  and  cordially,  in  like  manner  docs  faith  embrace 
ton,     Jl^  embraces  a  whole  Chrift,  with  the  vj\\oV^  \\^^.\x. 
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and  foul ;  the  love^  joy,  delight,  and  complaoency  of  the  foid, 
runs  out  upoa  him  as  their  verj  centre  of  reft :  and  thefe 
affe£bionSy  like  fo  many  fprings  of  gofpel-obedience,  fet  all 
the  members  of  the  body  a  work  in  his  fervice ;  fo  that  the. 
head  will  ftudj  for  him.  the  hand  work  for  him,  the  feet  run 
his  errands,  and  the  tongue  ready  to  plead  his  caufe. 

4«  Chrift  is  offered  particularly,  to  everf  man.  There  ia' 
not  a  Toul  bearing  me,  but,  in  God's  name,  I  offer  Chrift 
unto  him,  as  if  called  by  name  and  fimaine.  Now,  as  the  o£-' 
fer  is  particular  to  every  individual  perfon,  fo  faith  embraces  . 
Chrift  with  particular  application  to  the  foul  itfelf.  When  I 
dmbrace  a  Saviour,  I  do  not  embrace  for  falvation  to  another 
znan ;  no,  but  I  embrace  him  as  my  Saviour,  for  falvation  to- 
my  own  foul  in  particular.  Beware,  ray  friends  of  a  general 
doubtfome  faith,  abjured  in  our  national  covenant  as  a  branch 
of  Popery.  A  general  perfuafion  of  the  mercy  of  God  in 
Chrift,  and  of  Chrift*s  ability  and  willingnefs  to  fave  all  that . 
come  to  him,  will  not  do  the  bufioefs  ;  no,  devils  and  repro* 
bates  may,  and  do  aftually  believe  it.  There  muft  therefore  of 
neceiEty  be  a  perfuafion  and  belief  of  this,  with  particular 
application  thereof  unto  a  man's  own  foul ;  for  if  the  mercy  of 
God  in  Chrift  be  offered  to  every  man  in  particular,  then: 
furely  faith,  which,  as  I  was  faying,  is  but  the  echo  of  the 
foul  to  the  gofpel-call,  muft  embrace  Chrift,  and  the  mercy 
of  God  in  him,  with  particular  application  to  itfelf,  otherwife 
it  doth  not  anfwer  God's  ofier,  confequently  cannot  be  of  a 
iaving  nature.  So  much  for  xhefoji  general  head  propoied 
in  the  profecution  of  the  dodrine. 

IT.  They^<:o«// -thing  propofed  was,  to  take  notice  of  fame  of 
thefefongSy  which  readily  the  foul  has  in  its  mouthy  when,  like 
Simeon^  it  gets  Chrifi  embraced  in  the  arms  of  faith.  We  are 
laid  to  be  filled  with  all  joy  and  peace  in  believing  ;  yea,  by 
faith  in  an  unfeen  Chrift,  the  foul  is  repleniihed  with  joy 
unjpeakable^  and  full  of  glory.  And  when  this  is  the  foul's 
cafe,  it  cannot  but  blefs  God,  as  Simeon  did,  and  vent  its 
heart  in  thefe  or  the  like  fongs  of  praife. 

I.  It  cannot  but  biefs  him  for  eleding  and  everlafting  Iove« 
Faith's  embraces  of  Chrift  help  the  foul  to  trace  the  ftreams 
of  divine  love  to  their  fountain-head,  and  to  ref.d  its  own 
name  in  the  book  of  life,  among  the  living  in  Jerufalem.  O 
blefledbe  God,  will  the  foul  fay,  that  ever  I,  wretched  I,  mi- 
ferable  I,  ftiould  have  been  upon  God's  heart,  before  the 
foundations  of  the  world  were  laid  :  Glory  to  God  in  the 
liigheft,  who  hath  drawn  me  with  loving-kindnefs  ,  whereby 
I  know  that  he  hath  loved  me  with  an  everlafting  love. 

2.  The 
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4,  Hie  foul,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  cannot  but  blcfs  God  for  Chrift 
and  Fedccming  love  through  him,  faying  with  the  apoftlc! 
••Thanks  be  unto  him  for  his  unfpcakable  gift.'*  ,Glory  to 
him  in  the  highcft,  that  «*  unto  us  a  child  is  born,  unto  us  a 
Ion  IS  given,  whofc  name  is  Wonderful,  CounfcUor,  the 
Mighqr  God,  the  ctcrlafting  Father,  the  Prince  of  peace/' 
And  then  when  the  foul  views  the  glorious  retinue  of  bleffingg 
Aat  come  along  with  Chrift,  it  cannot  ihun  to  join  ifluc  with 
•H.*51?^f  ^",  ^^^  triumphant  doxology,  Eph.  i.  2.  faying. 
whd'ffS^.  Hf.  ^^\  ^""^  ^""^  ^^^^^  ^f  ^"^  Lord  jefus  ChriS, 
places  in  ObSj!  "^  with  all  fpiritual  bleffings  in  heavenly 
rablc  bleffingSi  thaA^^  ^^'^  ^^  ^^^^^  f«w  among  innume- 
will  readily  blefs  God  foV,*teng  ^»*  Chrift,  which  the  foul 

ift,  O  blcffcd  be  God,  will  thc'ife  mentioned. 
become  my  God^  even  my  own  God.  I  waS^at  in  Chrift  he  is 
in  tie  nvorldi  but  O  what  a  happy  turn  is  this  !  "'dtbouf  God 
view  him  in  Chrift,  and  faj,  **  He  is  my  God,  my  FatheVtan 
the  Rock  of  my  falvation ;  the  portion  of  my  cup :  and  there* 
fire  the  lines  are  fallen  unto  me  in  pleafant  places ;  yea^  I  have 
a  goodly  heritage." 

3d/y,  Q  blefted  be  God,  will  the  foul  fay,  that  in  Chrift  the 
fiery  tribunal  is  turned  into  a  mercy  feat  by  his  obedience  and 
deatht  The  law  and  juftice  having  got  a  complete  fatisfadion, 
a  way  is  made  for  the  empire  of  fovereign  grace  :  fo  that  now 
*'  grace  reigns  throu^^h  righteoufnefs  unto  eternal  life,  by  Je-. 
fits  Chrift,  our  Lord,''  Rom.  v*  21.  And  as  it  is  tho  will  of 
God  that  grace  ihould  reign,  fo  it  is  the  defire  of  my  foul^ 
to  make  this  name  of  his  to  be  remembered  to  all  gene- 
tations.  O  let  grace  wear  the  crown,  and  fway  the  fceptre 
for  ever;  and  let  ail  the  Hallelujahs  of  the  higher  houfe  be  *^  to 
the  praife  of  the  glory  of  his  grace." 

idlj^  O  bleffcd  be  God,  wUi  the  foul  fay,  that  in  Chrift  he 
has  *'  blotted  out  all  mine  iniquities,  as  a  cloud,  and  as  a  thick 
dond."  There  was  a  cloud  oi  (in  pregnant  with  wrath  hover- 
hig  above  my  head ;  but  in  Chrift  I  fee  it  fcattered  :  ^*  We 
have  redemption  through  his  blood,  even  the  forgivenefs  of 
fins.**  Arid  therefore,  «*  Blefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul :  and  all 
that  is  within  me,  blefs  his  holy  name.  Who  forgiveth  all 
thine  iniquities." 

4/^/>,  O  blefled  be  God,  will  the  foul  fay,  that  in  Chrift  I 
am  bieflcd  with  an  everlajiing  and  law-biding  righteoufnefs* 
Chrift,  my  ever-bleifed  Surety,  he  was  made  under  the  law^ 
and  has  magnified  ity  and  made  it  honourable  s  and  the  Lord  is 
well pleafed  for  his  righteoufnefs  fake  ;  and  in  him,  and  through 
him,  the  rightioufnefs  of  the  law  \^  fulfilled  in  me  s  and  therefore 
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*«  I  will  greatly  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  my  foul  (hall  be  joyful  uf 
my  God ;  for  he  hath  clothed  mc  with  the  garments  of  felva^ 
tion,  he  hath  covered  mc  with  the  robe  of  righteoufnefs,  as  a 
bridegroom  decketh  himfelf  with  ornaments,  and  as  a  bride 
adorneth  herfelf  with  her  jewels/'  If.  Ixi.  to.  ^,     ^  • 

tthiyy  O  blcffed  be  God,  will  the  foul  fay,  that  in  Chrift  he 
is  become  a  Father  of  the  fatherlefsy  and  blcffed  mc  with  the 
blcfling  of  adoption  and  fonftiip.  I  may  feal  it,  from^mj 
experience,  that  "  in  him  the  fatherlcfs  findeth  oiercy^^^ 
was  like  an  outcaft  infant  and  helplefs  orphan,  but^tj^^^  .^. 
lafting  Father  took  me  up,  and  "  gave  a  p]acr  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^ 
his  hoiife,  and  within  his  walls,  bcj^ffat  (hall  not  be  cut  oflF. 
daughters,  even  an  evcrlaftijig^e  Father  hath  beftowcd  upon 
Behold  what  mannered  a  fon  of  God,"  i  John  iii.  i.. 
me,  that  1  (hgr^-'to  God  will  the  foul  fay,  for  the  open  doot 
6tblte(^  into  the  holieft  by  the  blood  of  Jefus."  The  dodr 
was  once  barred  againft  me  and  all  Adam's  poflericy,  by  the 
breach  of  the  firft  covenant ;  but  in  Chrift  it  is  again  opened, 
fo  that  we  may  "  come  boldly  unto  the  throne  of  grace,  that 
we  may  obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  irt  time  of  need/* 
An ,  incarnate  Deity  is  now  become  the  way  to  God  and 
glory.  ^ 

I  might  tell  you  of  many  other  bleffings  that  the  foul  is 
ready  to  blcfs  God  for,  when  it  gets  Chrift  in  the  arms  of 
faith  ;  but  I  do  not  infift.  I  conclude  this  head  by  referring 
you  to  two  or  three  fcriptural  fongs  which  will  readily  occur 
in  fuch  a  cafe.  The  firft  you  have,  i  Pet.  i  3.  4.  **  BlefTed 
be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  which  ac- 
cording to  his  abundant  mercy,  hath  begotten  us  again  unto  a 
lively  hope,  by  the  refurreftion  of  Jefus  Chrift  from  the  dead, 
to  an  inheritance  incorruptible,  and  undefined,  and  that  fadeth 
not  away,"  &c.  Another  you  have,  Rom.  viii.  33.  to  the  end 
of  the  chapter,  "  Who  (hall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of 
God's  cle<ri:  ?  It  is  God  that  juftifieth  :  who  is  he  that  con- 
demneth  ?"  &c.  A  third  you  have,  i  Cor.  xv.  5  5.  ^6*  *'  O 
death,  where  is  thy  fting  ?  O  grave  where  is  thy.  victory  i** 
&c.  Another,  with  which  I  conclude  this  head,  is  that  which 
concludes  the  Bible,  Rev.  xxii.  20.  "  Even  fo  come  Lord 
Jefus." 

III.  The  third  thing  propofcd  was,  to  inquire  whence  it  iV 
that  fait  h^s  embraces  cf  Chrift  doth  thus  fill  the  imuth  ivith  praift  ^ 

Anfiv.   I.  I'his  flows  from  the  certainty  ihat  is  in  faith. 
Faith  is  not  a  doubting  grace  ;  no,  doubts  and  jealoufies  eva- 
nifh  before  it,  as  the  clouds  and  darkncfs  of  the  night  do  eva- . 
1  xii(h 
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nifh.  at  the  appearance  of  the  fun.  And  the  certainty  of 
faith  flows  from  the  [lability  of  thefe  foundations  upon  which 
it  builds,  which  are  more  firm  than  the  pillars  of  heaven,  and 
the  foundations  of  the  earth-  It  builds  upon  the  word  of 
God,  the  oath  of  God,  the  blood  of  God,  the  righteoufnefs  of 
God,  the  power  of  God,  the  veracity  of  God :  and  feeing  it 
builds  upon  fuch  immoveable  foundations,  how  can  it  mifs  to 
have  a  certainty  in  it  proportioned,  in  fome  meafure,  unto  the 
grounds  upon  which  it  iiands  ?  And  hence  it  comes,  that  it 
fiU&  the  mouth  with  praife.  Let  news  be  never  fo  good,  yet 
if  w;^  have  no  certainty  in  our  belief  of  them,  it  exceedingly 
paars  our  joy  and  comfort.  But  now  the  glad  tidings  of  the 
gofpeJ,  they  are  no  flying  uncertain  reports  \  no,  it  is  God 
that  cannot  lie  who  fpeaks :  and  thence  comes  the  certainty  of 
faith. 

:  2.  This  flows  from  the  applying  and  appropriating  nature 
of  faith ;  which  I  hinted  at  already.  Let  news  be  never  fo 
true,  though  never  fo  great  and  good,  yet  if  wc  h^ve  no  inte- 
reft  or  concern  in  them,  it  mars  the  fweetnefs  and  comfort 
of  them.  .  Tell  a  poor  man  of  mountains  of  gold  and  filver^ 
what  relief  will  that  afford  him,  if  he  hach  no  accefs  there  to, 
or  intereit  therein  ?  But  tell  him,  that  all  thefe  treafures  are 
his^  and  that  he  has  the  owner's  warrant  and  command  to 
take  and  ufe  them  as  his  own,  this  will  mak«j  him  rejoice  in* 
deed.  Fell  a  hungry  and  itarving  man  of  a  rich  feaft  or  ban- 
quet, what  is  that  to  him,  if  he  be  not  allowed  to  tafte  it? 
Tell  a  naked  man,  expoied  to  the  injuries  of  wind  and  wea- 
ther, of  hue  robes  and  excellent  garments,  what  will  it  avail 
him,  if  they  be  not  for  him,  or  for  his  ufe  ?  But  tell  the 
hungry  man  that  the  fead  is  for  him  ;  and  the  naked  man  that 
the  clothing  is  for  him,  this  will  create  joy  and  triumph.  80 
here,  th&  gofpel  report  doth  not  tell  us  of  a  Saviour  and  faU 
vation  thai  we  have  no  intereit  in ;  no,  but  it  tells  us,  that 
to  tu  if  the  word  cf  this  falvation  fent ;  that  unto  us  is  this  ehild 
kor/iy  unto  us  is  iiils/m  given  ;  that  he  is  "  mad<r  of  God  unto 
us  wildo-n,  and  rigiitcoulnclsj  and  fan£lification,  and  redemp- 
tion ;"  and  that,  as  the  great  1  ruitce  of  heaven,  he  ♦*  received 
giit8form';ij,yea,for  the  rebellious  alfo."  Now,  faith  according. 
ly  it  appiich  ail  thefe  good  news,  this  Saviour,  and  his  whole 
falvation,  to  i'-Cclf  in  pariicular.  And  hence  it  comes,  that  it 
fills  the  heart  with  joy,  and  the  tongue  wich  praife. 

3.  Ihis  flows  froin  ti:at  ft:ulibie  ailurancc  ot  God's  love,  and 
of  grace  and  falvation,  wiiicii  commonly  follows  upon  belie» 
ving  i  according  to  wiiat  you  have,  Eph.  i.  13.  '*  AUer  that  ye 
believed,  ye  were  Icaled  witii  tiie  iioly  Spirit  ot  promile." 
There  is  a  certainty  of  fenfe,  whien  vjry  frequently  accompanies 

B  b  2  or 


aoo  ChHft  in  ikf  SeSevef^s  arm^ 

or  follows  upon  the  certainry  of  faith,  ns  a  natunrfrvik  of  h\ 
and  yet  is  not  of  the  nature  and  cflence  of  it,  becaufe  there 
may  be  true  faith  where  there  is  not  this  fenfiUe  of  reflex  af- 
furance  of  grace  and  falvation.  The  certainty  of  faith  is  '• 
built  upon  the  word  of  God,  the  record  of  God,  and  the  pfo* .' 
inife  of  God,  which  is  a  believing,  becaufe  God  hath  fpoken  : 
Pfal.  Ix.  6.  7.  compared,  God  had  made  a  promife  of  the 
kingdom  to  David,  *^  God  hath  fpoken  in  his  holinefs  (faith 
he),  I  will  rejoice  •/'  and  in  the  faith  of  this  word  of  promiTe^-. 
he  (peaks with  fuch  certainty,  as  if  he  were  already  in  pofleOton^. 
*^  Gilead  is  mine,  and  Manaffeh  is  mine,"  &c.  But  iiowahe 
certainty  of  fenfe  is  a  knowing  that  we  have  believed,  or  thd 
foul's  refleding  upon  its  own  aft  of  believing.  The  certainty, 
of  faith  is  like  the  certainty  that  at  man  hath  of  his  money  in 
a  good  and  fufficient  bond*,  or  the  certainty  that  a  man  hath  t>f 
his  eftate,  by  a  good  and  fufficient  charter ;  he  r^fts  upon  his 
bonds  and  charters  as  gopd  fecurities  to  him.  But  the  cer« 
tainty  of  fenfe  is  like  the  certainty  that  a  man  bath  ol  his 
money,  when  he  is  handling  it  with  his  fingers,  or  taldng^ 
in  his  rents.  By  the  certainty  of  faith,  Abraham  believed; 
without  ftaggering,  becaufe  he  had  God's  word  of  promife  for 
it ;  but  by  the  certainty  of  fenfe,  he  knew  it,  when  he  faw 
Sarah  delivered  of  his  fon  Ifaac»  and  got  him  in  his  arms. 
Now,  I  fay,  faith  commonly  produces  this  fenfible  aiTurance^' 
fweet  and  reviving  experiences  of  the  Lord's  love  to  our  fouls: 
and  hence  it  comes,  that  it  fills  the  mouth  with  praife. 

IV.  The  fourth  thing  was,  the  application  of  the  doAriae;. 
And  the  jfSir//  ufe  (hall  be  of  injbrmaiion.  This  doctrine  in* 
forms  us, 

I.  Of  the  excellency  pf  the  grace  of  faith.  It  cannot  but 
be  an  excellent  grace,  becaufe  it  embraces  precious  Chrift. 
Hence  it  is,  that  God  puts  fuch  an  eftimate  upon  it,  that  he 
cares  for  nothing  we  do,  if  that  be  wanting :  "  Without  faith 
it  is  innpo(rible  to  pleafe  God  :  V^hatfoever  is  not  of  faith,  is 
fin."  Suppolie  it  vftxc  poflible  for  a  man  to  attain  fuch  a 
pitch  of  morality,  as  to  be  touching  the  law  blamelefs ;  yet 
all  his  obedience,  moral  and  religious,  (tands  for  a  cypher  ia 
God's  reckoning ;  yea,  is  like  the  cutting  off  a  do^i  nect^.taid 
the  offering  offnuine^s  hloodxr^Vi  God's  altar,  if  faith  be  wanting.^ 
Thus  then,  i  fay,  faith  is  an  exccllentgrace,  of  abfolute  neceffi* 
ty  in  order  to  our  acceptance  before  God.  Only  let  it  be  here 
carefully  remembered,  that  it  is  not  the  a£t  of  faith,  but  its  glo* 
riquo  and  ever*ble(red  obje£t,  Jefus  Chrift,  whom  it  embraces^ 
that  renders  us  acceptable  unto  God.  In  point  of  acceptance,' 
faith  renounces  its  own  adliogs^  and  looks  .for  <'  acceptance 
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Giilr  in  tlie  beloved:  it  rejoiceth  in  Chrift  Jefus  only,  and 
h^m  no  confidence  in  the  flefh.'' 

2.  See  from  this  do£lrine  what  a  happy  and  privileged  per- 

fon  the  believer  is.  He  |;ets  Chrift  the  Lamb  of  God  in  the  em* 

braces  of  his  foul  1  and  O  what  can  the  mod  enlarged  heart  or 

foul  of  man  wifli  for  more  !  This  was  the  one  thing  that  David 

d<fir€di  Pfal.  xxvii.  4.    We  read  of  one  in  the  gofpel  that  faid 

to  Chrift,  **  BlefTed  is  the  womb  that  bare  thee,  and  the  paps 

vrliich  thou  haft  fucked;"  to  which  Chrift  anfwcrcd,  "  Yea, 

rather-  blefled  are  they  that  hear  the  word  of  God  and  keep 

it,**  Luke  xi.  27.  28.     And  who  are  they  that  hear  the  word 

of  God  and  keep  it,  but  believers,  who  have  him  formcrd  in 

their  hearts,  and  clafped  in  the  arms  of  Faith  ?  for  ^f  that  thus 

iaii  tie  Son,  hath  life.     And  concerning  fuch  1  may  fay,  as 

Mofes  faid  concerning  Ifracl,  Deut.  xxxiii.  29.  "  Happy  art 

thou,  O  Ifrael :  who  is  like  unto  thee,  O  people  faved  by  the 

Lord !"  Notice  the  expreffion,  they  are  a  people  already  faved, 

they  have  everlajiing  life.     That  day  that  Chrill  comes  into 

the  heart,  the  falvation  of  God  comes,  as  it  is  faid  to  Zac« 

cheus,  "  This  day  is  falvation  come  to  thy  houfe." 

3.  See  from  this  do£trine  the  true  way  of  joy  and  comfort. 
Perhaps  there  may  be  fome  poor  foul  going  mourning  with- 
out the  fun,  faying;  *^  Oh  that  I  were  as  in  months  paft/* 
Once  in  a  day  1  thought  I  could  fay,  '^  The  candle  of  the 
Lord  (hined  upon  my  head;"  buc  alas !  thefcene  is  now  alter- 
ed, ".  the  Comforter  that  ihould  relieve  my  foul  is  far  from  me ;" 
how  (hall  I  recover  my  wonted  joy  in  the  Lord  ?  Well,  here 
is  the  way  to  it;  go  forth  out  of  yourfclvcs,  by  a  direft  a£l  of 
faith ;  take  Chrift  a-new,  in  the  embraces  of  yout^  fouls,  upon 
the  free  call  and  offer  of  the  gofpel ;  and,  with  Simeon,  ye  Ihall 
be  made  to  hlefs  God.  It  is  the  wreck  of  the  comfort  of  the  gene- 
rality of  God's  people,  in  our  day,  that  they  continue  poring 
within  thcmfelves,  upon  ihcir  frames,  their  graces,  their  experi- 
ences, their  attainments,  without  going  forth,  by  faith,  unto  the 
fulnefs  of  a  Redeemer  for  relief.  And  while  we  do  fo,  we  are 
juft  like  mariners  at  fea:  while  they  fail  among  (hallow  waters, 
near  the  ihore,  they  are  '4lways  afraid  of  flriking  upon  rocks,  or 
running  upon  fands,  becaufe  they  want  decpnef's  of  water  ; 
but  when  thy  launch  forth  into  the  main  ocean,  they  are  de- 
livered of  thefe  fears,  being  carried  far  above  rocks  and  fands : 
ifo  while  the  believer  continues  among  the  (hallow  waters  of 
his  graces,  duties,  experiences,  and  attainments,  he  cannot 
mifs  to  be  haraffed  with  continual  fears,  becaufe  the  waters  of 
divine  grace  are  but  ebb,  while  we  (lay  there  :  but  when  by 
faith  we  launch  out  into  that  full  ocean  of  grace  that  u  in 
Chrift,  then  fears,  doubts,  and  perplexities  cvanilh  5  the  foul  is 
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carried  up  above  all  thefei  being  Jirong^  not  in  the  created 
grace  that  is  in  itfelf,  but  **  in  the  grace  that  is  in  Chrift  Jefas« 
in  whom  dwells  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead."  So  then,  I 
fay,  if  ye  would  furmount  your  fears,  and  recover  your  joy  an4 
comfort  in  the  Lord,  ftudy  to  live  by  faith  upon  the  8on  of 
Ciod  ;  for  we  are  "  filled  with  joy  and  peace  in  believing/* 

4.  From  this  dof^rine  we  may  gather  wnat  a  lightfome 
place  heaven  will  be,  where  the  foul  ihall  live  in  Chriit's  cnEi- 
braccs  for  ever.  If  the  believer's  heart  be  fo  refreihed  whcn^ 
he  get's  Chrifl  embraced  by  faith,  whnt  overpowering  floodi 
of  joy  muil  flow  upon  his  foul,  when  he  comes  to  immediate 
fruition,  where  no  clouds  fhall  cVcr  intercept  the  rays  of  the 
Sun  of  rightcoufnefs  from  him,  through  an  endlefs  eternity  I 
No  wonder,  though  lometimea  the  believer  break  forth  into 
fuch  longing  exprefuons^  when  he  thinks  of  immediate  enjoy* 
ment,  as  that  of  Paul,  ^^  1  delire  to  depart,  ^d.  to  be  with 
Chrift  5  which  is  far  better/' 

Ufe  2^,  may  be  of  triaL  Sirs,  you  have  been  in  the  temple 
this  day  -,  I  would  alk,  Have  you  fe«n  the  Lord's  Mefliah 
there  ?  Have  you  got  him,  like  Simeon,  in  tlie  arms  and  cm- 
braces  of  faith  ?  O  !  fay  ye,  how  (hall  1  know  if  I  ever  had 
him  in  my  arms  !  For  anfwer,  tdke  thefe  foUowmg  things  at 
fiiarks. 

1.  If  ever  ye  have  embraced  Chrift,  Chrift  has  embraced 
you  firlt ;  for  there  is  a  mutual  embracing  betwixt  Chriit  and 
the  believer,  and  it  begins  on  Chrift's  Hue ;  he  firii  gripes  the 
foul  by  his  Spirit,  before  the  foul  gripes  hjm  by  faith  :  Phih 
iii.  12.  "1  follow  after,  if  that!  may  apprehend  that  for 
which  alfo  I  am  apprehended  of  Chrift  Jelus."  O  !  will  the 
foul  fay,  I  was  wandering,  like  a  loft  fliecp,  among  the  moun- 
tains of  vanity;  Ihad  gone  into  a  far  country,  with  the  prodi- 
gal, and  never  had  a  thought  of  Chrift,.  till  he,  by  his  fovc« 
reign  grace,  griped  and  drew  me  with  the  cords  of  vidorious 
love  and  grace,  and  then  my  heart  griped  and  apprehended 
him.  Never  a  foul  yet  came  really  to  b^^heve  in  Chnlt.  but  will 
be  ready  to  own,  that  it  was  not  free  will,  but  free  grace  that 
began  the  work  :  **  No  man  can  come  to  mc,  except  tlie  Fa^ 
thcr  which  hath  font  use,  drawhim." 

2.  If  ever  ye  had  Chrift  really  in  the  tmbraces  of  faith,  ye 
have  betn  made  to  quit  the  embraces  of  other  lovers :  "  Kph- 
raim  flrail  fay,  What  have  I  to  do  nny  more  v.  ith  idols  ?"  Par- 
ticularly, ye  have  been  made  to  parr  with  the  la  -v  ab  a  hufband, 
Ron?,  vii.  4.  "  Yc  are  become  cl,*ad  to  the  law  by  the  body 
cf  Chrill ;  that  ye  fhouJd  be  married  10  a  better  hujband^ 
even  to  him  who  is  raifed  from  tiic  dead."  U  Sirs  !  it  is  a 
harder  bulinels  than  many  ;rc-  aware  cf,  to  make  a  divi*rcc 
between  a  liiuier  anu  the  liiw,  io  uft  to  make  him  renounce  all 
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hopes  of  falvation  an^*  ^phteoufnefs  from  that  quarter.  It  19 
much  eaficr  to  r"'^  ^^^  ^"^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  arms,  than  to  pull  the 
law  as  ^  ^'Ulhand^  ouc  of  his  e.Tibraces.  And  the  reafon  of 
fY,:^  IS  'plain,  becaufe  the  law  gives  a  promife  of  life  to  them 
that  obey  it,  **  He  that  doth  thofe  things,  fhali  lire  in  them  ;'* 
which  fin  and  luft  cannot  do,  in  regard  they  carry  the  (lamp 
rf  hell  and  wrath  vifibly  upon  them,  to  the  eye  of  a  natural 
confcience.  So  that  it  is  much  eaficr  to  convince  a  man  that 
his  fin  is  an  evil  thing,  than  to  convince  him  that  his  lighte- 
oufnefs  is  fo  :  hence  Chrift  tells  the  Pharifees,  thefe  felf-righ- 
teous  wretches,  '*  that  publicans  and  harlots j/J<?///J  enter  into 
the  kingdom  of  God  before  them."  Publicans  and  harlots, 
and  fuch  fort  of  perfohs,  lie  more  open  unto  the  (harp  arrows 
of  conviftion,  than  felf-righteous  pcrfons,  who  make  as  it  were, 
a'barricado  of  the  law  itfclf,  and  their  obedience  to  it,  behind 
which  they  lie,  intrenched  and  fortified,  againft  all  the.curfes 
and  threatenings  of  the  law  that  are  denounced  againft  ihem  ; 
they  dill  take  the  law  for  a  friend,  while  they  obey  it  as  well  as 
they  can,  never  dreaming  that  nothing  will  faii&fy  the  law, 
but  an  obedience  that  is  every  way  complete.  But  now,  I  fay, 
if  ever  ye  have  embraced  Chrift,  ye  have  been  made  to  part 
with  the  law  as  a  covenant,  and  with  your  own  righteoufiiefs 
bjr  the  law,  as  filthy  rags,  faying  with  Paul,  "  I  through  the 
taw  am  dead  to  the  law."  At  the  fame  time  that  the  foul 
quits  the  embraces  of  the  law  as  a  hufbind,  it  parts  with 
other  lovers  alfo.  The  firft  view  of  Chrift  by  faith,  makes  all 
the  twinkling  ftars  of  created  enjoyments  to  evanifli  and  dif- 
appear;  fo  that  the  foul  joins  iflue  with  David,  Pfal.  Ixxiii. 
25.  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  hut  thee  P  and  there  is  none  upai 
earth  that  I  dejire  hefides  thee. 

3.  If  ever  Chrift  was  in  ihe  embraces  of  thy  foul,  thou  mayft 
know  it  by  the  defirable  concomitants  and  effcdls  thereof.  I 
fiiall  not  iland  upon  them  ;  only,  in  fo  many  words.  Your 
eftimate  of  Chiift  will  be  raifcd  ;  for  *•  unto  you  which  believe 
he  is  precious."  Your  love  to  him  will  be  inflamed  ;  tor 
faith  worheth  by  love.  Your  joy  and  peace  will  be  increafed; 
for  "  believing,  we  rejoice  with  joy  unfpeakable,  and  full  of 
glory."  Heart- holinefs  will  be  promoted;  iox  faith  pur'ife  lb 
the  heart.  And  in  a  word,  your  fouls  will  makt  th:;ir  boa(t 
in  him  ;  for  *'  in  him  fhali  all  the  feed  of  llrael  be  jufti.'ied,' 
and  fliall  glory." 

Ufc  3  J,  ii\i\\hz  oi  c>:hortationx.o  all  in  general.  Sirs,  be- 
fore we  part  this  evening,  1  would  fain  have  every  foul  hear- 
ing me,  going  home  with  tht;  great  Mcfiiah,  the  6o;i  of  God, 
in  the  arms  and  embraces  of  their  fouh  ;  and  then  1  ain  iuro 
yc  ihould  go  away,  blcfiing  God  that  ever  ye  came  here. 
We  muft  deal  with  you  as  rcafouiiblc  crciituref,  and  pcrfuadc 
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you  in  a  moral  way :  and  when  we  M-e  fo  doinff,  look  xxf±6 
God  for  the  concurring  efficacy  of  his  lioly  Spirit,  whofe 
prerogative  it  is  to  perfuade  and  enable  you  to  t^^iraee  Tefus 
Chrifty  as  he  is  offered  to  you  in  the  gofpeK  And  ta^iuv^r^ 
by  way  of  motive  confider^  *. 

1.  The  ahfolule  need  ye  have  of  this  Chrift,  whom  we  ofier 
,i)nto  you.  Without  him- ye  are  condemned  already  s  withooft^ 
him  ye  are  *'  without  God  in  the  world ;  God  is  angry  witk 
yw  every  day  i  the  law  and  juftice  of  God,  like  the  avenger 
of  blood}  is  pursuing  you.  And  thereforci  O  finnersi  flee  €0 
a  Saviour,  ^'  Turn  ye  to  your  ftrong  hold,  ye  prifoners  of 
hope." 

2.  0)nGder  the  matchlefs  excellency  of  that  Saviour  whom 
we  call  you  to  embrace.  Angels  and  men  are  at  an  everlafting 
ftand  to  fpeak  of  his  worth  and  glof  y ;  he  is  bed  known  by  fait 
own  and  his  Father's  teftimony  concerning  him :  and  if  ye  would 
know  the  record  of  God  concerning  him»  fearch  the  fcrip* 
tures,  for  thefe  are  they  that  teftify  of  htm ;  it  is  in  this  glafr 
that  <^  we  behold  his  glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only  begotten 
of  the  Father^  full  of  grace  and  truth."  I  defpair,  that  ever  a 
finner  will  embrace  Chrift,  till  there  be  an  uptaking  of  hia 
perfonal  excellency!  as  Immanuel  God-man.  There  is  a  fee* 
ing  of  tlie  Son,  which,  in  order  of  nature,  although  not  in  or- 
•der  of  time,  goes  before  the  foul's  believing  in  him,  John  vu 
40. 

3.  Confider  the  ability  and  fufficiency  of  this  Saviour  whom 
we  call  you  to  embrace.  Take  the  Father's  teftimony  of  hi» 
ability,  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  20.  '<  I  have  laid  help  upon  one  that  i» 
mighty."  Take  his  own  teftimony,  If.  Ixiii.  i.— "  1  that 
fpeak  in  righteoufnefs,  mighty  to  fave."  Take  the  Spirit's  tef- 
timony, in  the  mouth  of  the  apoftle  Paul,  Heb.  vii.  25.  decla^ 
ring  him  <*  able  to  favc  them  to  the  uttermoft,  that  come  unto 
God  by  him."  Thus  ye  have  the  three  that  bear  record  in  hea«r 
ven,  attefting  the  fufficiency  of  this  Saviour.  O  then  "  fet  ta 
f)ur  feal,  that  God  is  true,  by  believing  the  record  that  God' 
gives  of  his  Son  %^  for  if  ye  do  not,  your  unbelief  gives  the  lid 
unto  a  whole  Trinity,  i  John  v.  10.  11. 

4.  Confider  that  this  fufficient  Saviour  is  ihe  fent  of  God'* 
This  is  a  defignation  given  to  Chrift  thiity  or  forty  times  in  the 
gofpcl  according  to  John,  and  the  ordinary  argument  with 
which  Chrift  perfuades  finners  to  embrace  and  receive  him* 
And  nothing  could  have  greater  infiuence  than  this  defigna* 
tion,  if  the  weight  of  it  were  but  duly  weighed.  O  confider 
in  what  quality  and  capacity  his  Father  has  fent  him  :  (hall 
not  God's  AmbafTddor-extraordinary  get  a  hearing  among  a 
company  of  condemned  rebels  i  He  is  fent  as  a  Redeemer  to 
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liberate  captives ;  and  (hall  not  captivct  embrace  him  ?  He  is 
fcnt  as  a  Surety ;  and  will  not  dyvours  and  bankrupts  embrace 
a  cautioner?  He  is  fcnt  as  a'Phyfician  ;  and  will  not  the 
wounded  and  difeafed  finnner  embrace  him,  and  his  healin? 
balm  ?  &c.  ^ 

5*  Confider,  that  his  heart  and  his  arms  are  open  and  ready 
to  embrace  all  that  are  willing  to  be  embraced  by  him.  .  O, 
B^  the  foul  fay,  fain  would  I  embrace  him,  but  I  doubt  of  his 
WiSb»^^fg  to  embrace  me.  I  tell  you  good  news,  he  is 
more  wiftiaft*^  embrace  you  by  far,  than  you  are  te  be  cm- 
braced  by  him.  He  ..  ^  is  willing,  and  you  may  believe 
bis  word,  for  he  is,  *'  the  Amc, .!,.  r,;»i,f.:i  ^«j  J.  ^  «r-^ 
nefs  i»  and  he  fay«,  that  he  vrill  cift  l^^i^f  1""^ I'J^,  ^f 
him  :  be  fwears  he  is  willing,  and  will  ye  not  brliere  his^atn  r 
E^ek.  xxxiii.  1 1.  *^  As  I  live,  faith  the  Lord  God,  I  have  no 
jdeafure  in  the  death  of  the  wicked,  but  that  the  wicked  turn 
from  his  way  and  live  **  Pray  tell  me,  why  did  he  engage 
from  eternity,  and  voluntarily  give  his  hand  to  the  Father 
in  the  council  of  peace,  faying,  •*  Lo  I  come ;— I  delight  to 
do  thy  will,  O  my  God  ?"  Why  did  he  affume  the  nature  of 
man,  and  the  finlefs  infirmities  thereof?  Why  did  he  that  is 
the  great  Ijaw-giver,  fubjcft  himfelf  unto  his  own  law?  Why 
did  he  that  is  the  Lord  of  life  and  glory,  fubmit  to  the  ftroke 
of  death  ignominioufly  upon  a  crofs  ?  Why  doth  he  fend  out 
his  miniftcrs  Jo  you,  with  call  upon  call  ?  Why  doth  he  wait 
all  the  day  long,  faying,  Behold  nte^  behold  me  ?  Why  doth  he 
expoftulate  the  matter  with  you  ?  Why  is  he  grieved  at  the 
obftinacy  of  your  hearts,  if  he  be  not  willing  that  ye  fhould 
embrace  him  ?  For  the  Lord's  fake  therefore  confider  thefe 
things,  and  do  not  rejedt  the  counfel  of  God  againll  your* 
felves. 

6.  Confider  what  a  glorious  train  and  retinue  of  bleflings 
come  along  with  him,  when  he  is  embraced  in  the  arms  of 
faith  :  fuch  as  pardon  of  (in ;  Heb.  viii.  i  a. ;  peace  with  God, 
Rom.  V.  I.;  a  complete  juitifying  righteoufnefs,  Rom.  viii. 
3.  4. ;  adoption  and  fonihip,  John  i.  12. ;  fan£ti(ic«tion,  both 
in  the  root  and  fruit  of  it,  i  Cor.  i.  30. ;  faving  knowledge  of 
God,  and  the  mylleries  of  his  covenant,  2  Cor.  iv.  6.  \  the 
cro  n  of  eternal  glory  at  laft,  John  iii.  16.  All  thefe  might 
be  particularly  eniargf^d  on;  but  I  do  not  infifl,  but  pro- 
ceed to  obviate  fome  ohjef^ions  that  fome  may  make  againft 
complying  with  this  exhortation. 

ObjeS*  I.  Some  poor  foul  may  be  ready  to  fay.  Gladly 
would  1  embrace  Chrift,  with  my  very  foul ;  but  (till  1  cntcr- 
tertain  a  jcaloufy  of  rr.y  right  and  warrant  to  meddle  with  the 
unfpeakable  gift  of  God  ;  he  is  fuch  a  great  good,  that  I  am 
^fraid  it  be  but  prcfumption  in  me  to  attempt  the  embracing 
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of  him.*  Now,  for  removing  any  jealoufies  of  this  fiatttrejM 
jhall  lay  before  yoii  a  few  of  thefe  warrants^  upon  which  a 
loft  finner  may  receive  and  embrace  this  Saviour.  .    ^ 

I.  Let  defperate  and  abfolute  neceffity  be  your  warrant.  Ye 
muft  either  do  or  die ;  there  is  no  mids :  '*  He  that  bdievedi, 
fliall  be  faved ;  biit  he  that  believeth  not,  fhall  be  damned/* 
Do  not  ftand  to  difpute  the  matter ;  there  is  no  time,  no,  not 
one  moment  of  time,  wherein  a  man  is  allowed  to  tofs  thii' 
queftion  in  his  breaft,  after  the  revelation  of  Chnft  r-  «ttn  m 
the  Kofpel,  Shall  I  believe,  or  fhall  I  ng*  ^  ^^  ^^J^  wiU  dit 
pute  the  matter,  wUI  re^anr-— /^^Sa«^*^»t&?  lepers  did  t 
it  If  we  fitJJii^^*^^*^^®  periih  ;  but  if  we  go  into  the  canqi 
v*-««r7Vflyrians,  peradventure  we  fliall  live»"  So  ye.  If  we 
fit  ftill  in  this  finful  and  miferable  condition,  without  God, 
and  without  Chrift  in  the  world,  we  unavoidably  perifli ,  but 
if  we  throw  ourfelves  into  the  arms  of  a  Redeemer,  and  upon 
the  mercy  of  God  in  him,  beyond  peradventure  we  fliall  be 
fayed.  And  therefore,  I  fay,  let  abfolute  neceility  be  your 
warrant. 

3.  Venture  to  embrace  this  Saviour  in  the  arms  of  faitb^ 
upon  the  warrant  of  the  very  defign  of  his  incarnation.  Why 
3s  there  a  Saviour  provided  ?  Why  was  he  manifefted  in-  the 
flefli  ?  Upon  what  errand  was  he  fent  into  the  world,  but  to 
fiek  andfave  that  which  was  loft  /  Well,  fince  this  is  the  very 
defign  of  God  in  giving  a  Saviour,  that  finners  might  be  &• 
ved  by  him ;  what  can  be  more  agreeable  unto  him,  or  his 
Father  that  fent  him,  than  that  a  loft  iinner  fliould  embraee 
and  receive  nim  ? 

>  3*  Let  the  revelation  of  this  incarnate  Deity,  in  the  glorious 
gofpel,  be  your  warrant  to  embrace  and  receive  him  :  a  ^a^ce 
revelation  of  a  Saviour,  without  any  more,  is  enough  to  in- 
duce a  finner  to  believe  in  him.  Why  was  the  brazen  Ter- 
pen t  in  the  wildernefs  lifted  up  on  the  pole,  but  that  every  pnc 
in  the  camp  of  Ifracl,  who  were  ftnng  with  the  fiery  ferpents, 
might  look  unto  it,  and  be  healed  ?  The  very  lifting  up  of 
the  brazen  ferpent  was  a  fufficient  warrant  to  any  man*  to 
look  to  it':  fo  the  Son  of  man,  his  being  lifted  up  on  the  pole 
of  the  everlafting  gofpel,  warrants  every  man  to  believe  in 
him,  John  iii.  14.  15; 

4.  Befides  the  revelation  of  Chrift,  ye  have  a  full,,  free,  and 
unhampered  offer  of  him  in  the  external  call  of  the  gofpel ; 
and  this  direfted  to  every  one,  without  exception,  If.  Iv.  i — 3. 
Rev.  xxii.  17.  Mark  xvi,  15.  Prov.  viH.  4.  Sirs,  we  of- 
fer a  Chrift  to  you,  and  the  whole  fulnefs  of  gi^ace  and  glory, 
merit  and  Spirit,  that  is  in  him,  as  the  free  gift  of  God,  with- 
out the  money  and  price  of  your  own  works  and  qualifica- 
tipna^  if  je  bring  any  fuch  price,  to  make  a  purchafe.of 
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.  ^e- pearl  of  gre^t  pric^  ye  ihall  lofe  him  for  ever:  God 
Jovea  to  ^ve  his  Chriil  freely,  but  he  fcorns  to  receive  any 
thing  for  him.  Let  this  then  be  your  warrant,  that  Chriil  is 
'  ^ted  and  offered  of  Gk>d  in  this  gofpel :  and  let  it  be  remember* 
,ed,  that  in  the  matter  of  a  gift,  there  is  no  difference  between 
man  and  man ;  the  pooreft,  as  well  as  the  richeft,  may  r^ 
.^eivfi  a.  gift  prefented  unto  him :  a  condemned  malefactor  ha^ 
ai,good  a  right  to  receive  a  gift  prefented  unto  him  by  the  king^  1 
as  the  greateft  favourite  in  the  court ;  his  being  a  guilty  cri- 
fltiinal  is  no  prejudice  at  all  to  his  receiving  a  gift  \  yea,  his 
being  fo  qualifies  him  for  receiving  the  pardon.  So  here, 
Chrift's  being  the  gift  of  God,  freely  offered  and  prefented, 
>i^arrants  the  finner  ttf  receive  him,  without  refped  to  any 
^qualifications  but  thac  of  his  being  a  finner.  Hunger  is  the 
"beft  difpofing  qualification  for  meat,  nakednefs  fits  a  man  for 
elothing,  &c.  And  that  Chrift  feeks  no  other  qualifications 
is  evident  from  his  counfel  to  Laodicea,  Rev.  iii.  17.  zS.-—. 
^  Thou  art  wretched  and  miferable,  and  poor,  and  blind,  and 
naked.  I  counfel  thee  to  buy  of  me  gold  tried  in  the  fire, 
that  thou  mayil  be  ricti  \  and  white  raiment  that  thou  mayiit 
^be  clothed,  and  that  the  fhame  of  thy  nakednefs  do  not.  ap« 
pear  j  and  anoint  thine  eyes  with  eye-falve  that  thou  rnayK 
fee." 

5.  Ye  have  not  only  an  offer  of  Chrift,  but  an  expreis 
^mmand  requiring  you  tO'  embrace  him,  for  your  warrant ; 
•I  John  iii.  23.  **  This  is  his  commandment,  that  we  ihould 
believe  on  the  name  of  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift."  Sirs,  it  is  not 
a  thing  left  optional  to  you,  to  embrace  Chrift  or  not,  as  ye 
pleafb ;  no,  ye  are  concluded  under  a  law,  fenced  with  the  fe« 
vereft  penalty,  "  He  that  believeth  not,  is  condemned  already, 
and  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him."  The  unbelieving 
finner  counterafts  the  authority  of  Heaven  j  and  thus  ruibea 
upon  ?*  God's  neck,  upon  the  thick  boffes  of  his  bucklers.** 
Ye  have  no  reafon^to  doubt  but  that  the  command  of  believing  is 
to  you  ;  for  if  ye  were  not  commanded  to  believe,  your  un- 
belief could  not  be  your  fin  :  "  Where  no  law  is,  there  is  no 
tranfgreffion."  Ye  do  not  doubt,  but  ye  are  commanded  by 
the  word  of  God,  to  read,  heat,  pray,  fan£tify  the  Sabbath, 
and  to  perform  the  other  duties  of  the  moral  law ;  and  be- 
caufe  they  are  commanded,  ye  mint  at  obedience.  Now,  be- 
lieving is  as  peremptorily  enjoined,  yea,  rather  more  than  aqy 
other  duty,  inafmuch  as  the  fuccefsful  and  acceptable  per- 
forn^ance  of  all  other  duties  depends  upon  it.  And  there- 
fore do  not  ftand  difputing  your  warrant,  againft  the  exprefs 
authority  of  Heaven. 

6.  Befides  the  command  of  God,  ye  have  a  promife  of  wel- 
come to  encourage  you  in  believing;  Johuvi%  "i*]*  **  Wcav 
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that  cometb  to  qae,  I  ivill  in  no  wife  caft  out«'*  John  iti»  i(^ 
^< 'N^bofoever  believeth  in  hiiBy  (hall. not  periib^  but  hane 
everlafiing  life."  But,  fay  ye,  tbefe  promifes  maj  be  10 
others,  and  not  to  me.  I  anfwer.  The  promife  is  indorfed  tx^ 
you,  direded  to  you,  in  the  external  call  and  difpenfatioDuof 
the  gofpel,  A£ts  ii.  39,  There  the  apoftle  is  preaching  to  a 
company  of  men,  ivhofe  hands  had  lately  been  dipped  in  the 
Uood  of  the  Son  of  God»  He  calls  them  to  faith  and  repcm^ 
ance,.  By.  what  argument  does  he  enforce  the  exbortatioh.2 
Why,  lie  tells  them,  .^  The  promife  is  unto  you,  and  to  your 
children,  and  to  all  that  are  afar  off,  even  as '.many  as  the 
Lord  our  God. (hall  call."  Where,,  it  is  plain,  the  proofiife  iii 
extended,  firft  to  the  Jews,  and  then  to  the  Geutiles,  who  at 
that  time  were  afar  offj  and  then,  indefinitely,  both  to  Jew 
and  Gc?itile,  to  whom  the  call  of  the  gofpel  (honld  reach  ; 
the  external  call,  which  is  only  here  intended,  howfoever  the 
Spirit  of  the  Xiord  did  interoally  concur,  being  the  alone 
foundation  upon  which  the  promife  is  to  be  received,  and  not 
the  internal  call  of  one  perfon,  which  can  never  be  a  warrant 
iof  believing  to  another.  And  therefore,  as  the  apoftle  faid 
to  them,  fo  fay  I  to  you,  in  the  name  of  God,  The  promife  is 
untoyou^  I  mean,  the  promife  of  welcome :  Whofoever  of  you 
helieveth^all  not  perijh.  .  This  promife  is  not  made  to  be- 
lievers exclufively  of  others,  but  to  every  one  that  hears 
this  gofpel;  for  if  fo,  we  could  call  none  to  beUevc  but 
fuch  as  have  believed,  which  is  moft  abfurd.  Well  then,  let 
God's  promife  warrant  you  to  believe  in  Chrift  :  and  if  ye 
do  not  thi^k  this  fuflicient,  take  his  promife  of  welcome,  ra» 
tilled  with  his  oath,  Ezek.  xxxiii.  11.  thefe  being  the  'f  two 
immutable  things  wherein  it  is  impoiSble  for  God  to  lie.'' 

7;  Let  the  indefinite  and  abfolute  nature  of  the  covenant  of 
grace  be  your  warrant  for  embracing  the  Lord  Jefus.  The 
covenant  of  grace,  as  it  lies  in  the  external  difpenfation  of  the 
gofpel,  is  conceived  in  the  form  of  a  blank  bond,  or  teftamen- 
tary  deed,  where  there  is  room  left  to  every  man  to  fill  up 
his  name,  by  the  hand  of  faith.  The  ftrain  and  tenor  of  it  is, 
*^  I  will  be  their  God,  and  they  (hall  be  my  people :  I  will 
take  away  the  ilony  heart  out  of  their  fleih,  and  will  give 
them  an  heart  of  fleih :  I  will  fprinkle  clean  water  upon 
them  :  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within  them  :  I  will  be  merciful 
to  their  unrighteoufnefs :  I  will  fubdue  their  iniquities/* 
Wherej  you  fee,  the  grant  runs  in  an  indefinite  way ;  no 
man's  name  mentioned,  neither  any  by  name  excluded.  Why, 
what  is  the  defign  of  thi?,  but  that  every  man  may  be  en* 
couraged  to  fubfcribe  his  name,  or  to  make  application  there^ 
of  to  his  own  fcul,  in  a  way  of  believing,  by  which  we  a^e 
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£cid  to  tai^  iold  of  God*s  cthenant  J?  O  Sirs  !  the  covenant 
of  grace,  as  it  lies  in  the  externa!  difpenfation  of  the  goipel^ 
(for  now  I  abdraft  from  his  fecret  purpofes,  which  are  not 
af  all  the  tneafure  or  rule  of  faith),  is  juil  like  a  rope  caft  in 
dmong  a  company  of  drowning  men ;  he  that  throws  it  in^ 
cries  to  every  one  of  them  to  take  hold  of  the  rcjpc,  proxnifing 
to  draw  them  fafe  to  ihore :  fo  God,  in  the  godipel-difpenfa* 
tioo>.  propofes  his  covenant  to  ever j  one  as  a  ground  of  faith, 
iifluring'Chem,  that  whofoever  takes  hold  of  his  covenant^ 
and  receives  his  Chiifl,  whom  he  bath  ''  given  for  a  cbve^ 
nant  of  the  people,  {hall  not  perifh,  but  have  everlafting  life.** 
For  the  Lord^s  fake,  do  not  put  this  rope  of  (alvatipn  awajr 
from  you,  under  a  pretence  that  ye  know  not  if  it  be  defignS 
for  you.  Would  not  you  not  reckon  it  ridiculous  maduefs 
in  any  of  thefe  drowning  men  now  mentioned,  to  fall  a  dif« 
pnting  whether  the  rope  were  caft  in  to  them,  when  they  are 
at  the  very  point  of  finking  to  the  bottom  ?  Would  not  cvcij 
one  of  tbem  gripe  at  it,  with  the  utmoft  ftrength  and  vigour^ 
without  putting  any  queftion  ?  Now,  this  is  the  very  cafe, 
G  finner ;  thou  art  going  down  to  the  pit  of  eternal  mifery  5 
God,  by  his  minifters,  cries  to  you  to  take  hold  of  this  rope 
of  falvatiou :  O  then  !  *^  fee  that  ye  refufe  not  him  th2t 
fpeaketh  from  heaven  9"  do  not  difpute  yourfelves  away  from 
your  own  mercy, 

8.  Let  the  welcome  that  others  have  met  with  in  coming 
to  Chritt  be  your  encouragement  to  venture  alfo.  Nevtr  any 
that  really  came  to  him  but  they  met  with  a  kindly  reception* 
Alk  the  prodigal  fon,  aik  Mary  Magdalene,  Paul,  and  others, 
^hat  enteitainmeut  they  met  with  from  this  Saviour  5  they 
will  be  ready  to  tell  you,  that  they  obtained  mercy.  Now, 
the  fame  mercy  that  faved  them,  is  as  ready  to  fave  you.  You 
do  not  doubt  but  Mofes,  David,  Peter,  Paul,  and  ether  faini* 
that  are  now  in  glory,  had  fufficient  warrant  to  believe.  Sirs, 
you  have  the  lame  groands  of  faith  as  ever  they  had  j  the  fame 
God,  the  fame  Saviour,  the  fame  Bible,  the  fame  covenant,  the 
lame  promifes,  the  fame  faithfulnefs  of  God  to  lean  to,  as  ever 
they  had^;  and  thefe  grounds  of  faith  are  lo  firm,  that  they  never 
difappointcd  any  that  leaned  to  them:  and  therefore  be  en- 
couraged to  believe,  as  they  did.  O  how  will  it  gall  and  toiti. 
xnent  unbelieving  finners  in  hell  for  ever,  v/hen  they  ic^i 
others,  who  believed  upon  the  fame  grounds  that  were  coii:- 
mon  to  them  alfo,  Sttuig  down  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
and  tliemfelves  fhut  up  in  utter  darknefs,  with  devils  a:id 
damned  fpirits,  becaufe  of  their  uiibclief !  And  how  will  the 
devil  him Celf  upbraid  unbelievers  ip.  hcH,  v»I:en  fallen  under 
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the  fame  condemnation  with  himfelf^  that  thej  had  fuch  bit 
warrants  to  believe  in  Chrift,  which  he  nevter  had  ! 

OhjeSi,  2.  You  bid  itae  embrace  Chrift ;  but,  alas  !'he  is 
far  away  out  of  my  reach  :  Chrift  is  in  heaven,  how  fhall  I 
win  at  him  ? 

\/Inf,  Seeing  je  cannot  come  up  to  Chrift,  Chrift  is  come 
down  to  you  ;  and  we  bring  him  near  to  you,  in  this  word  of 
falvation  which  we  preach  :  If.  xl\'i.  12.  13.  **  Hearken  unto 
xne,  ye  ftout-hearted,  that  are  far  from  x'ighteoufnefs.   I  bripg 
near  my  righteoufnefs  :    it  fliall  not  be  far  off»  and  my  (alvo* 
tion  fliall  not  tarry."  And  therefore,  "  fay  not  in  thine  heart; 
Who  fhall  afcend  into  heaven  ?  (that  is,  to  bring  Chrift  doWA 
froni  above)  ;  or.  Who  fliall  defcend  into  the  deep  ?  (that  in, 
to  bring  up  Chrift  again  from  the  dead) :  for  the  word  is 
sigh  thee,  even  in  thy  mouth,  and  in  thy  heart :  that  is  the 
word  of  faith,  which  we  preach,"  Rom.  x.  6 — 8.      Sirs^ 
Chrift  is  in  this  gofpel,  this  word  of  faith  and  grace,  which 
we,  in  the  name  of  God  deliver  unto  you :  and  your  faith 
muft  terminate  immediately  upon  this  word,  otherwife  you 
can  never  embrace  him.     As  I  believe  or  truft  a  man  by  his 
verbal  or  written  promife ;  f 0  I  embrace  Chrift  by  th'e  word 
of  faith,  or  promifes  in  the  gofpel.     Suppofe  a  fponflble  man 
xeliding  in  America,  fliould  fend  me  his  bill  for  any  fum  of 
money,  that  man  and  his  money  are  brought  near  to  me  by 
his  bill  and  fecurity  which  he  fends  me :    fo  here,  though 
Chrift  be  in  heaven,  and  we  upon  earth,  yet  the  word  of 
faith,  which  we  preach,  brings  him,  his  kingdom,  righteouf* 
nefs,  falvation,  and  whole  fulnefs,  nigh  unto  every  one  of  us, 
fo  that  we  need  not  afcend  into  heaven,  or  defcend  into  hiU^ 
in  queft  of  him. 

OhjeB.  3.  My  arms  have  been  fo  defiled  with  the  embraces 
of  other  lovers,  that  I  am  afraid  Chrift  will  never  allow  me 
to  embrace  him.  For  anfwer,  1  only  refer  you  to  Jer.  iii,  i« 
**  Though  thou  haft  played  the  harlot  with  many  lovers ;  yet 
return  again  to  me,  faith  the  Lord."  But,  fay  ye,  my  fins 
are  highly  aggravated.  Anf  If.  i.  18.  **  Come  now,  and  let 
•  us  reaibn  together,  faith  the  Lord :  though  your  fins  be  as 
fcarlet,  they  fliall  be  as  white  as  fnow  j  though  they  be  red 
Jike  crimfon,  they  Ihall  be  as  wool." 

OhjeEi.  4.  You  bid  me  embrace  him ;  but,  alas  !  I  want  au 
arm  ;  1  liave  no  power  to  embrace  him.  Anfw,  If  thou  haft 
a  will  to  embrace  him^  the  great  difficulty  is  over,  for  there 
lies  the  principal  flop :  *^  Ye  will  not  come  to  me,  that  ye 
mi^ht  have  life."  [Where  God  gives  to  %vil/,  he  gives  alfb 
/<?  //d?  of  ?jis  own  good  pleafure*  You  fay,  you  want  the  arm 
to  embrace  him  5  then  do  as  the  mau  wii^i  \.\v^  mx!ti«t^\vw\4. 
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did,  fioint  toj^f^tch  it  forth^  in  obedience  to  the  command  of 
Cb"^'  Believing  is  a  thing  we  muft  be  effajing,  even  be- 
fore we  can  find  the  Spirit  of  God  working  it  in  us  effe&u- 
Jilly.  We  cannot  pray,  we  cannot  (knftify  the  Sabbath,  we 
cannot  think  a  good  thought,  till  the  Spirit  of  God  work  it  in 
lbi9 ;  and  yet  we  do  not  forbear  thefe  duties  becaufe  we  have 
DO  power  to  do  them ;  fo  although  we  have  no  power  to  be- 
lieve, yet  we  fliould  be  trying  to  believe.  The  way  that  the 
^pirit  of  God  works  faith  in  the  fouls  of  the  elec):,  is,  by 
snaking  them  fenfible  of  their  own  inability,  that  they  may 
turn  the  work  over  upon  his  own  hand^  who  ''  worketh  aU 
our  works  in  us,  and  for  us." 

ObjeB.  5.  Let  me  mint  at  believing  as  much  as  I  will,  I 
fiiall  never  be  able  to  efieft  it,  if  I  be  pot  among  God's  elcA ; 
for  it  is  only  they  that  are  ordained  to  eternal  life^  that  do 
believe.  Anf.  This  is  an  ordinary  fophifm  of  the  grand  ene- 
my of  felvation,  whereby  he  difcourages  finners  from  belie- 
ifing  in  the  Lord  Jefus  ;  and  the  fallacy  or  weaknefs  of  it 
will  eafily  appear,  by  applying  the  objeftion  to  the  ordinary 
faufinefs  of  human  life.  When  meat  is  fet  before  you,  do 
you  decline  to  take  or  ufe  it,  for  this  rcafon,  that  you  do  not 
know  whether  Gpdhas  ordained  it  for  you?  Do  not  ye  fay. 
Meat  is  for  the  ufe  of  man,  and  this  meat  is  fet  before  m^, 
and  therefore  I  will  l;ake  it.  Ye  do  not  fay,  I  will  not  plow 
or  fow  my  ground,  becaufe  I  know  not  if  ever  God  has  de- 
creed that  it  Ihall  bring  forth  ;  or,  I  will  not  go  home  to  my 
faoufe,  becaufe  I  do  not  know  if  ever  God  has  decreed  I  fliould 
come  the  length.  Ye  would  reckon  a  man  mad,  or-  befide 
himfelf,  who  would  argue  at  this  rate,  in  affairs  of  this  na- 
ture. Why,  the  cafe  is  the  very  fame :  as  the  fecret  decrees 
of  heaven  lie  quite  out  of  the  road  in  the  management  of  the 
affairs  of  this  life ;  fo  neither  are  they  at  all  to  be  the  mcafure 
or  rule  of  our  adings  in  the  great  concerns  of  eternity ;  **  Se- 
cret thinga  belong  unto  the  Lord  our  God :  but  thofe  things 
which  are  revealed,  belong  unto  us,  and  to  our  children." 
And  the  ground  of  your  condemnation  at  the  great  day  will 
cot  be,  becaufe  ye  were  not  elefted,  bat  becaUfe  ye  would 
not  believe.  The  reprobate  Jews  were  cut  off,  becaufe  of 
their  unbelief  Rom.  xi.  7.  &  20.  I  ihall  only  add,  that  as 
ye  cannot  know  that  the  meat  fet  before  you  is  yours  in  pof- 
fefSon,  till  ye  take  if ;  fo  neither  can  ye  ever  know  that 
Chrift  was  ordained  for  you,  till  ye  take  him  into  your  pof- 
fefllon  by  faith.  And  therefore  ye  muft  believe  in  Chrift^ 
before  ye  know  your  cleflion  ;  otherwife  ye  fliall  never  know 
it,  and  fliall  never  believe  either.  So  muck  by  way  oC  ^^ 
bortfition. 
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I  fhall  conclade  this  difcourfe  with  a  {hi/rf  word  to  t^pro 
forts  of  perfons. 

Firjly  To  you  who,  like  Simeon,  have  got  him  in  the  ebi-' 
hnce^  of  jonr  fouls,  and  who  perhaps  can  fay,  to  jour  fweet 
expiericncc,  with  the  fpoufe,  "  I  have  found  him  whom  mj 
foul  loveth."    All  I  fey  to  you,  (hall  be  cdmprifed  in  ttiefei 
two  or  three  words. 

1.  O  blefe  God,  as  Simeon  did,  for  fuch  a  privilege ;  *'  I«t 
the  high  praifes  of  God  be  in  your  mouths.*'  I  told  yon  fil- ' 
ready,  of  fcveral  fongs  yc  have  ground  and  reafon  tofin^' 
which  I  ihsdltiot  (land  to  refume.  Only,'  to  engage  you  to 
biefs  him,  confider,  that  this  is-al1  the  tribute  he  ezpeds  from 
you.  Who  will  ever  blefs  him,  if  not  the  people  that  he  has 
formed  for  himfelf  ?  Confider  again,  that  this  is  the  way  to 
have  bleffings  multiplied  upon  you ;  the  thankful  beggar  is 
beft  ferved  at  the  door  both  of  God  and  man.  The  trumpet- 
cr  loves  to  found  where  there  is  an  echo,  which  brings  back 
the  found  to  his  ears ;  fo  God  loves  to  beflow  his  bleffings, 
where  he  hears  of  them  again  in  fongs  of  praifc  and  grati- 
tude. Pralfe  is  the  work  of  heaven,  through  a  long  eternity: 
now,  they  who  are  bound  to  that  land  afar  off,  ihould  be  lifp- 
ing  out  the  language  of  the  land  before  they  come  there. 

2.  Have  ye  got  Chrift  in  the  arms  of  your  fouls  ?  O  thea 
improve  yoxiv  golden  feafon :  and  while  ye  are  allowed  to 
ride  with  the  King,  in  the  chariot  of  the  wood  of  Lebanon, 
improve  your  intereft  with  him,  both  for  yourfelves  and, 
others  ;  particularly  intrcat  him,  that  he  would  revive  Jiis 
own  work,  which  is  under  fuch  a  fad  decay  in  our  land  at 
this  day ;  ftudy  to  **  bring  him  into  your  mother's  houfe,  and 
into  the  chamber  of  her  that  conceived  yon."    . 

3.  Have  ye  got  him  in  your  arms  ?  Then  follow  ,tbc 
fponfe's  pra^icc.  Cant.  iil.  4.  **  Iheld  him,  and  would  not 
let  him  go."  O  keep  him  in  the  embraces  of  your  fouls  ; 
his  pre£encc  d  if  pels  clouds,  and  turns  the  fliadows  of  death 
into  the  morning ;  it  is  like  oil  to  the  chariot-wheels  of  the 
foul :  light,  life,  liberty,  peace,  pardon,  and  plenty,  are  his 
copt»nual  attendants.  And,  remember  that  his  departure  is 
of  a  very  dangerous  confequence.  It  is  true,  his  real  prc» 
fence  fliall  never  depart ;  but  yet  his  quickening,  ftrengthen- 
ing,  and  upholding  prefencc  may  be  vrithdrawn  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that  ye  may  go  mourning  without  the  fun :  and  if, 
through  untendernefs,  ye  provoke  him  to  withdraw,  the  quar- 
rel may  be  purfued  even  to  the  gates  of  hell ;  fo  that  yc  may 
be  mqde  to  cry  out,  **  Tlie  arrows  of  the  Almighty  are  with- 
in me,  the  poifon  whereof  drinketh  up  my  fpirit :  the  terrors 
of  God  do  fet  themfelves  in  array  againft  me,"  Job  vi.  4.,. 

And 
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And  in  order  to  jour  keeping  him  in  the  embraces  of  yox^t 
fouls, 

ifi.  Beware  q£  every  thing  that  may  provoke  him  to  with- 
draiw ;  particularly  beware  of  fecuritj,  which  made  him  to 
Withdraw  from  the  fpoufe.  Cant.  v.  j.  &'6.  compared.  Be- 
ware of  pride ;  for  **  God  refifteth  the  proud,"  and  "  beholds 
ti^fa  afar  off."  Beware  of  worldly-mindednefs :  '<  For  the 
iaiquity  of  his  covetoulheis  was  1  wroth,  and  fmote  him/' 
JXLiyii.  17.  Beware  of  unbelief,  that  root  of  bitternefs,  which 
<a\irqs  lu  "  ^^psirt  from  the  living  God."  Dillruft  and  '*  jea* 
loufy  IS  the  rage  or  ^  -^«  v»' «uch  more  is  it  provoking  unr 
to  Ood»  Under  the  law,  God  app^i— .1 ,  norters  jtp  keep 
watch  at  the  door  of  the  temple,  that  nothing  m)gii».  j^^  £^r 
fered  to  enter,  which  might  dsfile  the  dwelling-place  of  j^j^ 
ngine :  thy  foul  and  body^  believer,  is  the  temple  of  Goa  ^ 
therefore  guard  againft  every  thing  that  may  defile  the  fame. 

Zdfyf  If  ye  would  hold  Chrift  in  the  embraces  of  your 
fouls,  keep  grace  in  a  lively  exercife ;  for  thefe  are  the  fpike« 
nard  and  fpices  that  fend  out  a  fragrant  fmell  for  his  enter* 
tainment*  Keep  ^he  arm  of  faith  continually  about  him ; 
let  the  fire  of  divine  love  burn  continually  upon  the  altar  of 
thy  heart ;  let  the  anchor  of  hope  be  fixed  within  the  veil ; 
let  the  fountain  of  evangelical  repentance  be  flill  running ; 
and  under  your  greateft  attainments  be  humble,  and  take 
care  to  fet  the  crown  upon  Ghrift's  head,  faying,  *'  Not  un- 
to us,  not  unto  us,  but  unto  thy  name  be  the  glory." 

The  ftcond  fort  of  perfons  I  would  fpeak  a  little  to,  are 
tbefe  who,  perhaps,  are  complaining  of  hidings  and  with- 
drawings,  and  are  perhaps  faying,  I  came  to  the  temple  to  fee 
if  I  could  get  Chrifl  in  my  arms,  but  I  am  difappointed  \  yea^ 
matters  are  come  that  length  with  me,  that  1  am  ready  to 
raze  foundations,  and  to  conclude  that  I  am  an  utter  (Iranger 
to  him.  All  I  have  to  offer  to  you,  fhall  be  comprifed  ia 
thefe  two  or  three  things,  with  which  I  conclude. 

1.  Allow  me  to  alk.  If  there  be  not  a  void  and  emptinefs 
in  thy  heart  which  the  whole  creation  cannot  fill,  tUl  Chrift 
himfelf  come  and  fill  it  ?  Are  not  ordinances,  minifters,  word^ 
and  facrament,  empty  without  him,  like  dry  breails  ?  That 
fay^,  thou  art  not  altogether  a  ilranger  to  him.  And  there- 
fore  do  not  entertain  harfh  thoughts  of  thyfelf  j  thy  cafe  is 
noj:  at  all  unprecedented.  What  think  ye  of  David^  Pfal.  xiii« 
of  Afaph,  Pfal.  Ixxvii.  of  Heman,  Pfal.  Ixxxviii,  yea,  of 
Chrift  himfelf,  who,  through  the  withdrawing  ojhis  Father's 
love,  was  made  to  utter  that  heart-rending  cry,  "  My  God^ 
my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me  ?" 

2.  Know  for  thy  comfort,  that  thy  hiding  Lord  will  re- 
VoL.  I.  D  d  \\x\iv 
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turn  again:  "  Weeping  may  endure  for  a, night,  but  j^ 
comcth  in  the  morning,"  Pfal.  xxx.  4.  5.  Ifa.  liv.  7.  8l 
The  very  breathings  and  longings  of  thy  foul  after  him,  sure  a 
pledge  of  his  return  ;  for  "  he  fatisfieth  the  longing  foul,  and 
fiUeth  the  hungry  foul  with  goodnefs.''  ^^ 

3^  When  ye  cannot  get.  Chrift  himfelf  embraced,  llud^  Xm 
fcmbrace  his  wotd  of  promife,  as  the  Old^Teftamcnt  faihbs 
did,  Heb.  xi.  13.  As  a  loving  wife  will  lay  the  letters  ^ 
her  abfent  hufband  in  her  breaft,  and  perhaps  kifs  his  hsu**- 
writ ;  fa  lay  the  fweet  promifes  of  thy  heft  mibtod  m  thy 
T)ofom,  and  between  thy  breaft '-».  -"^"  ««  himfelf  return.  ; 
La/ib*'  B4r^/Miam  your  ckim  unto  hxm  on  the  ground 
of  the  -^^e'*«n^  when  ye  cannot  maintain  it  upon  a  ground 
^f  rifiil^ ;  as  a  wife  will  maintain  her  relation  to  her  hufband^ 
though  he  be  both  angry  and  abfent.  The  Lord  loves  to  liavfe 
his  people  threaping  kindnefs,  and  maintaining  their  daim 
upon  the  marriage-contraft  of  the  new  covenant,  when  they 
^  walk  in  darknefs,  and  fee  no  light,"  If.  1.  lo. :  and  fuch  a 
carriage  as  this,  commonly  lands  in  a  happy  meeting  betwixt 
Chrift  ahd  the  fouls  of  his  peo^de  ^  for  s^ter  believing^  comei 
Sealing. 


A  DISCOURSE  ON  THE  THRONE  OF  GRACE; 

Pial.  Izxxix.  \i!^*^^ujlue  and  judgement  are  the  habitation  6f 

thy  throne.  ' 

>  ■" 

THIS  pfalm  elegantly  defcribes  God's  covenant  of  graQ^  • 
made  with  Chrif!,  and  his  fpiritual  feed  in  him,  under 
fhe  type  of  God's  covenant  of  royalty  with  David  and  hig 
pofterity ;  as  is  plain  from  many  paflages  of  the  pfalm,  whicli 
are  too  fubliine  and  lofty  to  be  retrained  unto  David's  tern« 
porary  reign,  or  that  of  his  pofterity,  over  the  tribes  of  Ifraet, 
which  quite  expired  in  the  revolution  of  a  few  ages.    .      .      * 

The  words  read  are  a  defcription  of  the  nature  of  the 
Meffiah's  kingdom  and  adminiftration :  Juftice  and  judgemenlt 
are  the  hahitation  of  thy  throne. 

Where  we  may  notice,  i.  The  royal  pcrfoii  who  is  the 
fubjeft-matter  of  my  text,  and  of  the  greateft  part  of  the 
pfalm  :  he  it  pointed  at  in  the  pronoun  thy.  This  is  none 
other  than  Chrift,  the  true  David,  who  was  to  rcign  in  the 
latter  days  ;  and  in  whom  David's  family  and  kingdom'  fliaft 
be  perpetual  for  ever.     This  is  the  King  who  rules  in  righ- 

.  teoufnefs. 
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Jfioufiiefsy  and  whofe  feed  is  to  be  eitabhfhed  for  ever,  whofe 
ijirpne  fhall  be  built  up  unto  all  generations,  ver.  4. 

a.  We  have  a  badge  of  royal  majefty  and  {bvereignty 
'llfcribed  unto  him.;  a  throne.  We  frequently  read  in  fciip<- 
iiire  of  Chrift's  throne,  Pfal.  xlv.  6.  compared  with  Heb.  i. 
8.  **  TKy  throne,  O  God,  is  for  ever  and  ever."  God's 
]pr€oe  13  threefold,  .  (z.)  His  throne  of  glory ;  by  which  I 
^derftand  the  eflential  glory  and  majefly  of  the  divioe  na« 
^re^  Xbis  throne  is  inacceflible  by  finite  creatures  ;  hence 
f  ."t*!!!!*  vi.  i/S.  he  is  faid  to  ^<  dwell  in  the  light  which  no^ 
fban  can  approacb  unto,  whom  no  man  hath  &en,  nor  can 
iee."  The  light  of  glory  that  breaks  forth  from  this  throne 
ipf  eilential  glory,  is  too  bright  and  overwhelming  either  for 
men  or  an^s  immediately  to  behold.  Hence  the  Seraphims^ 
If.  vi«  are  reprefented  as  covermg  their  faces  with  their  wings^ 
|x>  veil  their  eyes  from  that  dazzJing  glory  of  divine  holinefs 
jlbiining  forth  from  bis  glorious  throne,  which  is  high  and 
^ft^d  up.  O  wbQ  of  Adam's  fallen  pofterity  Jball  ftand  m 
jftis kofy  place.'  (1^)  There  is  his  throne  of  juftice,  where 
)ifi,  judges  finners  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  law  or  brokea 
covenant  of  works.  At  this  bar,  every  unbeliever  is  con^ 
demned  already  ;  aud  fro^  this  throne,  their  final  and  irre- 
verfiblc  doom  ivill  pafs  at  the  lail  day,  <<  Depart  from  me,  ye 
curfed,"  Sec.  Before  this  throne,  no  flefh  living  can  be  juf- 
tified:  ^^  If  tliouy  Lord,  ihouldfl  mark  iniquities:  O  Lord, 
who  fli^ll  ftand?"  Pfal.  cxzx.  3.  (3^)  We  read  of  a  throne 
of  grace,  Heb.  iv.  16.  "  Let  us  therefore  come  boldly  unto 
^e  throne  of  grace,  that  ^e  may  obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace 
to  help  in  time  of  need."  And  this  is  thp  thione  intended  m 
my  text,  as  is  plain  frotp  the  clofe  of  the  verfe,  and  what  fol* 
lows,  Mercy  and  truth  go  before  the  face  of  liim  that  fits  oi| 
it  \  ^joyful found  of  peace,  pardon,  and  falvation,  iffues  forth 
ftom  it .  to  perifhing  finners.  ^hey  walk  in  the  light  of  the 
j^ing^s  countenance^  rejoice  in  his  name^  and-  are  exalted  in  his 
righteoufnefs,  &cc.  Terrpr  and  amazement,  death  and  ruin, 
i0x  the  fruits  of  God's  appearing  to  finners  from  a  throne  of 
|rlbry^  or  juftice;  ai^d  therefore,  I  fay,  it  muft  be  athroi^e  of 
grace  that  is  here  intended. 

3.  Jn  the  wordg  we  have  the  firm  foundation  upon  which 
mis  throne  of  grace  doth  ftand ;..  its  habitation^  or  (as  in  the 
oiargin)  ejiahlijhment  is  juftice  and  judgement ;  the  firmeft 
ibuTidation  upon  which  any  throne  can  be  fettled.  The  thrones 
of  many  earthly  potentates  are  reared  and  built  up  with 
violence  and  bppreffion  ;  but  the  throne  of  God's  kingdom  of 
grace  is  eflablifhed  in  righteoufneis.  The  Son  of  God,  as  the 
Surety  of  Ciiners,  fubmitted  to  fatisfy  ytt/?i-f,.and  to  undergo 

D  d  a  t.V^ 


%  1.8  7&  lltrofie  of  Grace  difcourftd  off. 

«f  grace?  appears  great.  «  For  the  beauty  of  his  thronex  be 
hath  fet  it  in  majcily."  For  iuftance,  take  thefe  few  paur^ 
culars.  -^ 

xft^  ThSre  is  royal  majefty  in  the  very  qame  of  him  tb^ 
fits  on  the  throne.  What  is  his  name  ?  O  happy  they  that 
know  it,  and  foy  the  eye  of  faith  can  read  it  written  on  hi^ 
thigh  and  vefture,  '*  The  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lord^J? 
Rev.  xix.  i6.  His  name  is  "  Wonderful,  Counfellor,  Tlif 
Hiighty  God,  The  evcrlafting  Father^  The  Prince  of  peaqs/* 
zdly^  There  is  majefty  in  his  looks  :  "  Honour  and  majeftj 
are  before  his  face.  His  countenance  is  as  Lebanon,  ezcell^t 
as  the  cedars  ;  yea,  as  the  fun  ihining  in  his  ftrength."  ThetQ 
is  fuch  a  majeftic  fweetnefs  in  the  looks  of  his  reconcile^ 
face,  as  **  turns  the  fhadow  of  death  into  the  morning,"  an4 
puts  more  gladncfs  in  the  heart,  than  when  corn,  wine,  and 
€|il  doth  abound. 

3/f/^,  There  is  majefty  in  his  words  and  yoice  ;  and  every 
one  that  knows  it  will  be  ready  to  fay,  as  in  the  words  foil 
lowing  my  text^  '^  BleiTed  is  the  people  liiat  know  thejoyful 
found."  "  The  voice  of  the  Lord,"  even  from  a  throne  of  grace^ 
'*  is  powerful;  the  voice  of  the  Lord  is  full  of  majefty."  Tliis 
voice  is  "  the  power  of  Go<l  unto  falvation."  God's  voice  ii| 
the  thunder  makes  the  hinds  to  calve  \  but  his  voice  from  a 
throne  of  grace  makes  the  dead  to  live,  the  dumb  to  fing,  tht 
lame  man  to  leap  like  an  hart :  and  no  wonder,  for  his  v^ord^ 
they  zi^fpirit  and  life^  yea,  words  of  eternal  life,  Chri^ 
fpeaks  but  a  word  to  Mary,  calls  her  by  her  name,  Ma^yj, 
aed  immediatidy  her  heart  flighters  with  Joy,  and  ftie  cries 
out,  Rabboni^  My  Mujler.  Cant.  ii.  8.  "  The  voice  of  my 
beloved  !  beliold,  lie  cometh,"  &-c. 

^tbly,  Tliere  is  majefty  in  his  vefture.  He  is  clothed  ijcitk 
agarmait  doii)n  to  the  foot  ;  a  robe  of  righteoufnefs,.a  gar^ 
meat  of  falvation.  His  whole  myfticai  body,  aud  every  tl)e 
leaft  member  is  covered  with  it.  When  he  fits  on  his  throne^ 
his  train,  or,  as  in  the  margin^  If.  vi.  tljejhirts  thereof ^  Jilleth. 
the  temple.  jiUlhis  garments  fmell  of  viyrrh^  and  aloes ^  an^ 
cajjia  i  out  of  the  ivory  palaces^  whereby  the  attendants  of 
his  throne  are  made  glad. 

$thly^  There  is*  majefty  in  hie  fceptre.  We  read  of  the 
fceptre  of  Chiift's  kingdom,  PCal.  xlv.  called  the  rod  of  his 

Jlrengib,  Pfal.  ex.  2.;  by  which  we  are  to  underftand  thf 
gofpel  accompanied  with  the  efficacy  of  his  bpirit.  There, 
is  fuch  a  majefty  in  this  fceptre,  when  he  fways  it -from  a 

tlirone  of  grace,  that  it  makes  a  willing  people  come  in  to  him 

jfi  the  day  of  his  armies. 
^/^/y,  Jliere  is   nr.*jefty  ju  dae  a^Rs  xW\.  ^i^  "^^Se.^  ^x  %, 
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iiirOne  of  grace ;  they  are  fuitable  to  the  nature  of  the  throne. 
A^  of  grace  only  pafs  at  a  throne  of  grace  ;  ads  of  mercy 
at  a  mercy-feat.  What  an  air  of  infinite  majefly  does  God 
dtfj^ay  from  his  throne  of  grace,  when,  beyond  the  expefta- 
tion  of  men  and  angels,  he  ilTues  forth  that  royal  a£t  of  grace 
ftidemnifying  rebels,  **  T,  even  1  am  lie  that  blotteth  out  thy 
tfanfgreinons  for  mine  own  fake,  and  will  not  remember  thy 
fois  !"  If.  xliil.  25. 

J  'jthijf,  The  majefty  of  this  throne  appears  from  the  hcraldd 
diat  are  employed  to  intimate  and  proclaim  the  a£ts  of  grace 
that  pafs  thereat.  Apoftles,  prophets,  evaiigelifts,  paftors^ 
^d  teachers,  and  all  the  miniilers  of  Chrifti  what  are  they 
but  fo  many  heralds  ordained  by  the  King,  who  fits  upon  this 
^rone,  to  go  intimate  and  proclaim  his  will  of  grace  unto  a 
i6&  world  ?  **  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  (fays  he),  and  preach 
the  gofpel  to  every  creature."  Q^  d.  Go  publifh  the  afts  of 
^ace  that  are  pafied  in  favour  of  loft  finners  at  a  throne  of 
|race. 

'  itbfy,  There  is  majefty  in  the  tributes  and  revenues  of 
this  throne.  God's  adminiftration  of  grace  in  Chrift  brings 
fh  a  large  revenue  of  glory  and  praife  to  the  crown  of  JHeayen. 
Chrift's  kingdom  of  grace  is  wide  and  large.  By  his  Father's 
grant  **  the  Heathen,  and  uttermoft  parts  of  the  earth  are 
given  to  him  for  a  poffeffion."  Pfal.  ii.  And  in  all  corners 
^T'hls  extended  inheritance  there  is  a  tribute  of  glory  and 
jifaife. levied  unto  him:  If.  xxiv.  i6.  **  From  the  utter- 
ftibft  part  (or  wing)  of  the  earth  hav^  we  heard  fongs,  even 
^ry  to  the  righteous,"  u  e.  glory  to  Jefus  Chrift  the  righteous. 
The  church  militant  will  be  paying  this  tribute  while  the 
world  ftands.  Men  are  hlejfed  in  him  ;  and  therefore  all  na-^ 
iioHs,  and  all  generations,  Jhall  call  him  hleffed,  faying, 
**'  BlefTed  be  his  glorious  name  for  ever  ;  and  let  the  whole 
tarth  be  filled  with  his  glory-"  Pfal.  Ixxii.  17.  19,  The 
^hureh  triumphant  in  Heaven  will  be  paying  this  tribute  of 
praife  to  a  throne  'of  grace  through  an  endlefs  eternity : 
Rev.  iv.  10.  "  They  caft  their  crowns  before  the  throne, 
&ying.  Thou  art  worthy,  O  Lord,  to  receive  glory,  and  ho- 
nour, and  power,''  &c.     Rev.  v.  8. 12. 

gtbfyi  There  is  majefty  in  the  gifts  and  diftributions  which 
are  made  from  this  throne,  and  in  the  manner  of  liis  giving 
them.  Tha  gifts  are  Worthy  of  the  giver  who  fits  on  the 
throne.  He  gives  himfelF,  faying,  I  wll  he  their  God,  He 
gives  his  Son,  John  lii.  16.  Re  gives  his  Spirit,  Luke  xl.  13. 
He  gives  grace  and  glory,  Pfal.  Ixxxiv.  11.  In  a.  wotd^ 
he  gives  all  the  fure  mercies  of  David.  'WIv.xVcNe.t  c^^w^^ 
from  SL  throne  of  grace,  muft  n^ds  cotue  lu  ^  way  o^  ^yiv  :> 
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otherwife  it  would  not  fuit  the  nature  of  the  throne.  ll.i$ 
below  the  majefty  of  the  great  King,  whofe  name  »  ^racAoii^^ 
to  receive  monej  or  price  from  us.  What  he  gives^  he  gives 
freelj,  without  regard  to  any  qualifications  in  us.  If.  Iv.  z. 
Rev.  xxxi.  17. 

Secondly^  I  come  to  inquire  what  comfortable  views  of 
Gud  are  to  be  had  by  a  guilty  trembling  iinner  from  this 
throne  of  grace.  In  general,  every  view  of  God  here  is  in- 
viting and  encouraging.  Unbelief  is  faid  to  turn  us  away 
from  the  living  God,  Heb.  iii.  12.  And  the  way  how  it 
turns  us  away  from  him,  is  either  by  viewing  him  as  upon  a 
throne  of  abfolute  mercy  ;  and  fo  u  turns  us  into  a  prefum{|- 
tuous  confidence  of  iJafety,  in  a  way  of  fiii  :  or  elle  it  yiewp 
him  as  upon  a  throne  of  ioezorable  juftice  ;  and  fo  it  turns 
us  into  the  way  of  defpair,  and  makes  us  fly  and  fiiun  bis 
prefence  as  a  deilroying  enemy.  But  faith  views  God  a^ 
upon  a  throne  of  grace  \  and  there  it  fees  every  perfection  ojf 
the  divine  nature  looking  toward  the  firmer  with  an  eacouni* 
ging  (mile.     More  particularly, 

I.  God  upon  a  throne  of  grace  is  to  be  feen  as  ^*  tiie  Go4 
and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,"  Eph.  i.  3.  «  Blcffed 
be  the  God  and  Fatlier  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,"  i  Pet  L  3, 
This  is  the  great  New-Teftameiit  title  of  God ;  and  O  !  what 
amazing  grace  and  fweetnefs  is  in  it !  Chrift  is  our  Lord, 
•**■  y^J^^9  <^^^  Chrift  i  for  unto  us  this  child  is  bortty  unto  iff 
thisybff  is  given  :  he  is  our  Goel^  or  Jkin/man,  our  Elder  Bin^y 
ther  ;  and  he  being  fo  near  of  A:in  to  us,  our  blood  relatioo^ 
bis  relation  to  God  defcends  to  us  through  him,  infomuch 
that  his  God  is  our  God,  and  his  Father  is  our  Father* 
Hence  Chrift  diredts  Mary,  John  xx.  17.  to  go  to  his  "  brp» 
thren,  and  fay  unto  them,  I  afcend  unto  my  Father  and  your 
Father,  and  to  my  God  and  your  God.*'  O  what  can  be 
more  encouraging  !  He  is  jour  Father,  becaufe  he  is  mj  Fof 
ther  ;  ^nd  your  God,  becaufe  h^'is  my  God.  There  is  a  ric,k 
mine  of  grace  here,  which  angels  do  defire  to  pry  into.  Aud 
it  is  fome  view  of  God  in  this  relation  to  Chrift,  and  to  119 
through  Chrift,  that  firft  influences  the  finner  to  turn  to  God.^ 
**  I  will  arile,  (fiiys  the  prodigal),  and  go  to  my  Father,? 
Luke  XV.  18.  **  Behold  we  come  unto  thee,  for  thou  art  the 
Lord  our  God,"  Jer^  iii.  22.  And  a  law-condemned  finnor 
can  never  view  him  as  its  God  and  Father,  but  only  as  he  is 
upon  a  throne  of  grace,  or  as  he  reveals  himfelf  in  Chrift.    : 

a.  From  a  throne  of  grace,  God  is  to  be  feen  as  a  God  of 
love,  yea,  as  love  itfelf :  1  John  iv.  i6.  God  is  love.  ver.  lo*. 
"  Herein  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  he  loved 
us,  and  fent  his  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  fins."     So 

John 
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John  ill.  1 6.  "  Cod  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gav^his  only 
'begotten  Son,"  &c.  This  love  of  God  to  loft  finncrs  lay  hid 
under  a  vail  of  wrath  and  juftice,  till  the  vail  was  rent  by  the 
fatisfaftion  of  Chrift  ;  and  then  indeed  the  love  ind  kindnefs 
of  God  toward  man  appeared,  venting  itfelf  in  a  moft  gloriojiai 
and  triumphant  manner,.  O  how  encouraging  is  this  view 
of  God,  to  con)e  to  his  throne,  with  tlie  confidence  of  faith, 
for  grace  and  mercy  to  help  !  It  was  this  view  that  made 
David  to  cfy,  Pfal.  xxxvi.  7.  "  How  excellent  is  thy  loving- 
kindnefs,  O  God  !  therefore  the  children  of  men  put  their 
truft  under  the  (hadow  of  thy  wings," 

3.  From  a  throne  of  grace,  a  guilty  finner  may  view  him 
as  i  God  of  peace :  Heb.  xiii.  20.  "  Now  the  God  of  peace^ 
ifliat  brought  again  from  the  dead  our  Lord  Jefus,*'  &c.  God's 
apger  and  fury  began  to  burn  againft  Adam,  and  all  his  po- 
fterity,  immediately  after  the  fell ;  and  if  a  ftop  had  not  been 
put  to  it,  it  had  confumed  the  earth  with  its  increafe,  and 
burnt  into  the  loweft  hell :  but  no  fooner  did  he  receive  the 
atonement,  either  in  the  promife,  or  aftual  payment  of  it, 
from  our  bleffed  Surety,  but  the  flaming  fword  of  juftice  is 
-'put  up  in  its  fcabbard,  and  a  gracious  declaration  iftued  forth^ 

that  fury  is  not  in  bim.  Indeed,  if  finners  will  ftill  deal  witU 
him  as  upon  a  throne  of  juftice,  or  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  law-covenant,  they  will  find  him  to  be  a  confuming  fire^ 
Biit,  oh  !  who  will  be  fo  mad  as  to  fet  briars  and  thorns  in 
battle  againft  devouring  flames  ?  if  they  do,  he  will  go  throug{i 
tfaem^  and  confuine  them  together.  Shall  we  not  rather  turn 
^ward  him  as  upon  a  throne  of  grace,  where  we  ftiall  hear 
liim  f^ing  to  the  rebellious  finner,  "  Or  let  him  take  hold 
of  my  ftrength,  that  he  may  make  peace  with  me,  and  he 
Jhall  make  peace  with  me  ?"     If.  xxvii.  4.  j. 

4.  From  a  throne  of  grace  God  is  to  be  feen  as  a  God  with 
lis,:  Matth.  i.  23,  compared  with  If.  vii.  14.  "  Behold,  a  vir- 

fin  fliall  conceive,  and  bring  forth  a  fon,  and  ^hey  fhall  call 
is  name  Immanuel,  which  being  interpreted,  is  God  with 
ixs."  In  Chrift  he  is  God  with  us,  to  avenge  our  quarrel 
tipon  the  ferpent,  by  bruifinrr  his  head,  "  The  day  of  ven- 
^'ance  is  in  mine  heart.*'  With  us,  to  fave  from  law,  juftice, 
the  woirld,  and  all  them  that  would  condemn  our  fouls,  Pfal. 
cix.  31.  With  us,  to  ftrengthen,  help,  and  uphold  us  in  all 
difficulties  and  dangers,  with  the  right-hand  of  his  righteonf- 
nefs.  And,  oh  I  "  if  God  be  with  us,  who  can  be  againft  us  ?" 
Hence  is  that  triu.nphant  fong  of  the  church,  Plal.  xlvi. 
*•  The  Lord  of  hofts  is  with  us,  the  God  of  Jacob  is  our  re- 
fugi*.  Therefore  will  not  we  fear,  thongh  the  earth  be  re- 
■    Vot.  I,  E  e  moved 
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moved,  and  though  the  mountains  be  carried  into  the  midfl[ 
bfthefea,"&c. 

5.  Again,  let  us  view  him  from  a  throne  of  grace,  and  we 
fiudl  fee  him  to  be  a  promifing  God.     The  abfolute  God  is 
to  a  finner  a  threatening  God,     Nothing  is  to  be  heard  fronoi 
a  throne  of  juftice,  but  curfes  againft  every  one  that  copti-l 
^ues^  not  in  all  things  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do 
them.     But,  O  Sirs,  come  to  a  throne  of  grace,  to  God  in 
Chrift,  and  you  fhall  fee  a  promifing  God.     2  Cor.  i.  20.  we 
are  told,  **  all  the  promifes  of  God  are  in  Chrift,  and  in  hini 
yea  and  amen."     Wherever  we  meet  with  any  promife  of 
God  iu  the  fcriptures  of  truth^  be  it  a  promife  of  pardon,  of 
p^ace,  of  counfel,  of  grace,  or  glory,  for  this  life,  or  that 
Ivhich  is  to  come  ;  we  would  ftill  remember,  that  they  come 
from  a  God  in  Chrift  reconciling  the  world  to  himfelf.  Chrift 
having  fulfilled  tlrs  proper  condition  of  the  promife  by  his 
obedience  utitp  deiath,'  all  the  promifes  are  his  in  the  firft  in* 
fiance ;  he  is  the  firft  heir  of  them  all :  and  in  him,  and  through 
him,  they  are  given  out  to  us  in  the  word  as  the  inimediate 
ground  and  foundation  of  our  faith,  with  that  intimation  and 
•  advertifcmerit,  "  The  promife  is  unto  you,  and  to  your  child- 
ren, and  to  all  that  are  afar  off,  even  as  many  as''  lie  within 
the  compafs  of  the  gofpel-call,  Afts  ii.  39,  O  Sirs,  here  is  good 
news  from  a  throne  of  grace,  if  you  cian  but  receive  and  cre^ 
dit  it,  with  application  to  your  own  fouls.   As  all  the  threats 
eninss  of  the  word  are  fpoken  to  the  finner  in  particular  from 
a  throne  of  juftice,  as  if  he  were  fpoken  to  by  name  ^d  fir- 
name  ;  fo  all  the  promifes  of  the  word  are  direfted  to  you  la 
particular  from  a  throne  of  grace,  as  though  you  were  ex- 
preiTed  in  them  by  name.     There  is  not  a  fon  of  Adam  but 
had  as  much  concern  with  ^hat;  promife,  Qeii.  iii.  15.  **  The 
feed  of  the  woman  fliall  bhiife  the  ferpent's  head,''  as  Adami 
himfelf  had,  in  whofe  hearing  it  was '  uttered.     Thus,  I  fiy^ 
God  from  a  throne  of  grace  is  to  be  feen  as  a  promifing  God. 
6.  View  God  upon  his  throne,  and  you  fliall  fee  him  to  be 
a  God  matching  with  our  family.    There  is  a  twofold  match 
that  the  great  Jehovah  makes  with  the  family  of  Adam', 
(i.)  He  batches  with  our  nature,  joining'  it  to  himfelf  by 
a  hypoftatical  urion  in  the  perfon  of  his' eternal  Son ;  and 
thus,  by  marrying  our  nature  into  a  perfonal  union,  he  be- 
comes fib  to  the  whole  family  of  Adam,  Jew  and  Gentile. 
And  this  is  "  good  tidings  of  great  joy  unto  all  people,  that 
unto  us  (not  to  fallen  angels),  is  born  in  the  city  of  David, 
a  Saviour,  which*  is  Chrift  the^Lord,"  Luke  ii.  10. 11.    (2.) 
God  havirtg  married  our  nature,  and  as  it  were,  come  upon 
a  level  with  us,  that  the  inerjuality  of  the  parties  might  be 
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kio  fiop^  he  proclaims  his  purpofe  of  marriage  with  our  very 
peribns  in  the  difpenfation  o(^  the  gofpel.  This  propoiGd  and 
proclamation  of  marriage  coming  forth  from  the  throne  of 
grrace,  is  made  to  all  without  exception  in  die  call  of  the  go* 
ijpel^  Matth.  kxii.  4.  Yea,  all  the  members  of  the  viable 
church  ai^e  in  fome  fenfc  married  unto  the  Son  of  Grod,  Jer* 
.iii.  14.  And  if  it  were  not  fo,  they  could  not  be  charged 
With  adultery,  or  playing  the  harlot  with  other  lovers,  as  they 
.are,  ver.  i.  But  befides  all  this,  in  a  day  of  power  he  de- 
termines the  poor  foul,  whom  he  hath  loved  with  an  ever- 
lafiing  love,  to  give  its  hearty  aiTent  and  confent  unto  the  pro- 
xnife  and  propofal  of  marriage  made  by  Chriit  in  the  gofpel^ 
laying,  Ixitn  the  Lard'sy  If.  xliv.  5. 

Tlius  he  fulfils  his  promife,  chap.  liv.  5.  "  Thy  Maker  is 

khine  Huiband,  (^the  Lord  of  hoils  is  his  name) ;  and  |thy 

.  Redeemer  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael,  the  God  of  the  whole  eardi 

ihall  he  be  called."     See  alfo  Hof.  ii.  19.  20.  <<  I  will  betrotli 

-  thee  uiito  me  for  ever.'*  , 

7«  God  from  a  throne  of  grace  is  to  be  viewed  as  a  pardon- 
ing God,  iifuing  forth  indemnities  unto  guilty  rebels,  who 
have  violated  his  laws,  and  trampled  upon  his  authority. 
From  a  throne  of  juftice  he  can  Only  be  viewed  as  a  con- 
1  demning  God,  pronouncing  and  executing  the  righteous  fen- 
fpnce  of  a  broken  law  upon  iinners  who  have  tranfgreiTed  it ; 
and  when  the  holieft  of  faints  that  ever  breathed  come  to 

.  deal  with  God  upon  this  footing,  they  are  made  to  cry  out^ 
-O  Lord  whoJbaU  fiahd?  Nothing  but  "  tribulation  and  an- 
.guifli,  indignation  and  wrath,  to  every  foul  of  man  that  doth 
.evil."  But  O  glory  to  God  in  the  higheft,  that  by  the 
areign  of  grace,  through  the  righteoufriefs  of  Chrift,  he  appears 
in  a  quite  other  vieWj,  namely,  as  a  **  God  forgiving  iniquity 
and  tranfgreffion,  and  fin  ;"  yea,  glorying  in  it  as  his  pireroga- 

^ .  tive.  If.  xliii.  25.  offering  andj^odding  his  pardons  upon  the 

guiltieft  of  criminals,  If.  i.  i8.  '*  Come  now,  and  let  us  rea- 

.  fon  together,  faith  the  Lord :  though  your  fins  be  as  fcarlet^ 

they  QxiiX  be  as  white  as  fnow ;  though  they  be  red  like 

.    «rimfon,  they  fhall  be  as  wool." 

8.  From  a  throne  of  grace  God  appears  to  us  as  a  God  of 
jinfinite  bounty  and  liber^ity.  And  O  what  a  pleafant  view 
js  this  to  the  poor  and  needy  !  Jam.  i.  5.  "  If  any  of  you 
lack  wifdom,  let  him  afk  of  God,  that  giveth  to  all  men  li- 

-  berally,  and  upbraideth  not ;  and  it  fliall  be  given  him." 
From  a  throne  of  grace  he  gives,  and  gives  liberality  and  gives 
Moithout  upbraiding,     O  Sirs,  grace  is  not  for  inholding,-  but 

.  for  oiugiving  ;  grace  could  not  be  grace  if  it  were  other  wife, 
^ever  was  there  a  throne  like  this  throne  of  grace,  which 
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has  its  very  nature  and  (landing  by  liberality.  .  How  IboHi 
would  it  fpend  the  fubfiance  o£^he  greateft  and  richeft  kings 
upon  earth)  to  give  to  ever j  one  that  had  a  mind  to  afk  ?  If. 
thej  kept  open  doors  and  open  treafures  for  all,  and  mads 
every  one  welcome  to  come  and  take  whatever  they  pleaied^ 
how  foon  would  their  treafaries  be  emptied  ?  But,  O  Sirs, 
the  treafuries  of  this  throne  are  not  only  inexhauftible,  but 
they  are  not  in  the  lead  impaired  by  out-giving :  however: 
much  grace  has  been  given  out  from  this  throne  to  the  fons 
of  men^  (and  the  diftributions  already  have  been  very  large% 
yet  there  is  as  much  grace  behind  as  ever.  Yea,  tiie  very 
glory,  riches^  and  fplendour  of  this  throne,  lies  in  the  large^; 
free,  and  liberal  diftributions  that  are  made  to  poor  and  n^edy 
finners,  who  come  to  it  for  grace  and  mercy  ;  and  the  King 
ittakes'all  welcome  without  exception  :  If.  It.  i.  *'  Ho,  every 
One  that,  thirfteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters,"  &c. 

9.  He  is  to  be  viewed  frbm  a  throne  of  grace  as  a  prayer^, 
hearing  God :  Pfal.  Ixv.  2.  "  O  thou  that  heareft  prayer; 
imto  thee  Ihall  all  fiefh  come."  He  fits  upon  tins  throne  en* 
couraging  all  who  have  any  bufinefs  with  him  to  come  for* 
waird  with  boldnefs,  and  prefent  their  petitions  to  him,  afiti- 
ring  them  that  their  bills  of  requeft  ihall  not  be  caft  over  bar: 
Matth.  vii.  7.  **  Alk,  and  it  fhall  be  given  you :  feek,  and  ye 
fhall  find :  knock,  and  it  Ihall  be  opened  unto  you."  The 
prayer  of  fiaith  is  the  ftated  means  of  God's  appointment  for 
drawing  forth  promifed  mercy  and  grace :  £zek.  xxxvii' 
37. .  **  Thus  faidi  the  Lord  God,  I  will  yet  for  this  be  in* 
quired  of  by  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  to  do  it  for  them."  So 
Open-h^aried  is  the  King,  that  his  heart  opens  his  ear  to  hear;'; 
and  his  hand  to  give.  When  we  have  aiked  great  things  of 
hill),  he  quarrels. us  that  we  have  not  aiked  more  and  greater 
things ;  and  bids  us  aik,  and  we  ihall  receive,  that  our  joy 
may  be  full.  The  voice  of  prayer  makes  a  fweet  and  nielo^  ■ 
dious  found  at  this  throne :  Cant.  ii.  14.  **  Let  me  fee  thy 
countenance,  let  me  hear  thy  voice  ;  for  fv^eet  is  thy  voice, 
and  thy  cdUntenance  is  comely." 

10,  Lqftly,  View  him  upon  a  throne  of  grace,  and  yon. 
fhall  fee  him  as  your  own  God.  Wherever  we  find  God" 
in  all  the  word  appearing  from  a  throne  of  grace  to  finners, 
we  ibaU  ftill  .find  him  aiTerting  himielf  to  be  their  Gfui-^bx 
Chrift.  Upon  this  throne  he  appears  unto  Abraham  :  and 
what  ic^ys  be  to  him  ?  Gen.  xvii.  7.  **  I  will  eftabliih  my 
covenant  between  me  and  thee,  and  thy  feed  after  thee,  in 
their  generations,  for  an  everlafting  covenant ;  to  be  a  God 
vnto  tbee,  stnd  to  thy  feed  after  thee.^'     When  this  covenant 

^as  renewed,  or  of  new  publiflied  at  MoxwaX.  Smi\,  \a  lvj^»  1 
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mn  the  Lord  thy  God.  This  is  the  ordinary  ftyle  of  the 
covenant  of  grace  which  iffues  from  a  throne  of  grace,  «« I 
will  be  their  God,  and  they  fliall  be  my  people."  Now,  what 
can  be  God's  defign  in  appearing  to  us  finners  after  fuch  ^ 
nuinner,  but  that  we,  who  had  forfeited  all  claim  to  him  by  the 
hceach  of  the  firft  covenant  may  claim  him  as  oar  God,  even 
oar  oi^n  God,  upon  the  footing  of  free  grace.  There  is  fo 
much  fweetnefs,  grace,  mercy,  love,  and  falvation  in  God 
mcnifefting  himfelf  from  a  throne  of  grace,  that  the  fou!^ 
whenever  it  views  him  by  faith,  it  is  laid  under  an  invincible^ 
though  fweet  neceflity,  to  claim  him  as  its  own  God  in 
Chrift,  f«gring  with  Thomas,  **  My  Lord  and  my  God.  He 
that  is  my  God,  is  the  God  of  falvation  ;  and  unto  God  the 
Lord  belong  the  iflties  from  death."  And  faith  having  once 
fixed  the  fouVs  claim  to  God  in  Chrift  upon  the  covenant 
ground  and  grant,  it  will  maintain  its  claim  to  him  upon  the 
lame  ground,  even  when  clouds  and  darknefs  are  round  about 
him  ;  as  the  church  doth.  If.  xlix.  14.  •*  The  Lord  hath  for* 
&ken  me,  and  my  Lord  hath  forgotten  mc.'^  Thus  you  fee 
what  amiable  views  of  the  divine  Majefty  are  to  be  had  from 
a  throne  of  grace,  or  from  Gk>d  manifefting  himfelf  in  the 
fleihy  dealing  with  finners  according  to  gofpel-grice. 

I  come,  in  the  third  place,  to  offer  a  few  fcriptural  remarks 
anent  this  throne. 

1.  i  remark,  that  this  throne  is  called  the  throne  of  God, 
and  of  the  Lamh;  Rev.  xxii.  i.  By  which  expreflion  we 
kre  taught,  that  both  Father  and  Son  are  equally  glorified  in  this 
adminiftration  of  grace  ;  there  is  no  disjoining  of  them,  either 
i9  to  their  effence,  interefts,  glory,  or  adminiftration.  **  My 
Father  worketh  hitherto,  and  1  work,*'  fays  Chrift.  As  th^y 
aft  by  a  joint  power  in  the  kingdom  of  providence  ;  fo  they 
afi:  in  the  fame  manner  in  the  kingdom  of  grace.  And  it  is 
the  will  of  God  *^  that  all- men  fliould  honour  the  Son,  even 
as  they  honour  the  Father ;  and  every  tongue  muft  confefs, 
that  Jefbs  Chrift  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father.'* 
If  the  throne  were  only  called,  ^he  throne  of  God^  it  were 
enough  to  fear  a  guilty  finner  from  ever  looking  towards  it : 
but  when  it  is  called,  ^he  throne  of  God^  and  of  the  Lamb]^ 
this  furniflies  our  fouls  with  a  more  amiable  view  of  the  di- 
vine Majefty,  and  declares  him  to  be  a  God  of  peace,  and 
that  he  is  like  a  meek  lamb  to  every  foul  that  comes  to  him 
in  the  way  of  his  own  ordination  :  his  terror  needs  not  make 
us  afraid. 

a.  I  remark,  that  a  pure  river  of  %*'ater  of  life^  clear  as 
cryjialy  doth  pf^ceed  out  of  this  throne,  ^ev.  xiv\.  x,  ^^ 
which  I  know  fame  (and  I  yras  once  of  tlveii  mm^'^  ^o  wv- 


226  Th^  Throfte  efGrna  difcourfed  tn. 

derftand  only  thefe  rivers  off  pleafures,  and  that  fulnefs-  of 
joy,  which  the  faints  in  glory  are'  poffeffed  of  in  the  Imme-h 
diate  vifion  and  fruition  of  God  for  evermore  :  I  do  not  e»i 
elude  this  meaning.  But  to  me  it  is  clear,  from  the  17th 
verfe  of  the  fame  chapter,  that  the  river  of  water  of  life  fpo« 
ken  of  in  the  ift  verfe,  has  a  refpeft  even  to  the  church  mili« 
tant  here  upon  earth  ;  becaufe,  ver.  17.  there  is  an  invxtatioii 
by  the  Spirit  and  the  bride  given  to  all  to  come,  and  take  of 
thefe  waters  of  life  freely,  which  proceed,  ver.  i.  from  the 
throne  of  God,  and  of  the  Lamb,  ai^d  therefore  I  do  think 
that,  by  this  river  iffuing  from  the  ijirone  of"  God  aind 
of  the  Lamb,  we  are  to  underlland  the  Holy  Spirit  of 
God,  which  proceeds  from  the  Father  and  the  Son, 
■with  his  quickening,  cleanfirig,  and  comforting  influen* 
ces.  This  is  compared  frequently  unto  a  river  or  flood  in 
fcripture,  If.  xxxv.  6.  7.  and  xHv.  3.  Not  a  rivulet  or  brook, 
but  a  river^  to  iignify  the  plentiful,  free,  and  liberal  commu- 
nications of  the  Spirit  and  grace  of  God  that  ihould  follow 
upon  Chrift*s  exaltation  to  the  throne  in  our  'nature.  And 
this  is  not  a  muddy  pool,  but  vl pure  river:  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift  is  a  Holy  "Spirit,  and  purifies  the  foul  from  the  filth  of 
•fin.  It  is  a  river  of  water  of  life  ^  becaufe  he  has  life  in  him- 
felf,  and  quickens  the  foul  that  is  dead  in  trefpafies  and  iins* 
It  is  faid  to  be  dear  as  cryftal^  becaufe  he  is  a  Spirit  of  wifdoia 
and  revelation,'  and  opens  the  eye-fight  of  the  blinded  under- 
Handing  to  know  the  things  that  are  freely  given  us  of  God* 

3.  J  remark,  that  the  Lamb  is  faid  to  be  in  the  midft  of  the 
throne^  Rev.  v.  6.  and  vii.  17. ;  which  not  only  fignifies  the 
glory  of -his  exalted  ftate,  having  all  power  in  heaven  and  in 
earth,  but  more  efpecially  I  .judge  this  expreffion  ^efigned  for 
the  encouragement  of  faith,  that  we  may  "  come  with  bold- 
nefs  to  the  throne,-  for  grace  and  mercy  to  help  in  time  of 
need."  '  Why,  the  meek  and  mild  Lamb  is  in  the  midft  of  the 
throne,  ready  to  take  us  by  the  hand,  to  hear  and  plead  our 
caufe.  He  is  a  ready  and  diligent  Advocate  ;  he  is  never  out 
of  the  way,  or  abfent  when  our  caufe  is  tabled,  as  other  ad- 
vocates and  friends  many  times  are,  when  we  have  moft  need 
of  them,  and  of  their  moyen  and  intereft.  **  We  have  a  great 
High  Prieft,  that  is  pafTed  into  the  heavens,  Jefus  the  Son  o£ 
Ofid."  We  have  him  as  our  Advocate  with  the  Father,  con- 
tinually appearing  in  the  prefence  of  God  for  us. 

4.  I  remark,  that  the  feven  Spirits  are  before  the  throne^ 
Rev.  i.  4.  So  Rev.  v.  6.  "  The  feven  Spirits  are  fent  forth 
from  the  Lamb  as  it  were  flain,  in  the  rnidft  of  the  throne, 
into  all  the  earth."     By  which  is  fignified  the  peculiar  oiBce 
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p{  the  Holy  Ghoft  in  the  application  of  the  redetDption  pur- 
iphafcd  by  Chrill ;  cMed/eveUy  becaufe  of  the  \"ariety  of  his 
'^fluences  and  operations,  Thefe  are  faid  to  be  before  the  . 
tbrane,  to  .ihew  how  ready  the  Spirit  of  God  is  to  execute  all 
the  aSs  of  grace  that  are  emitted  from  the  throne  of  grace^ 
and  to  make  them  effectual  by  his  infinite  energy  and  power. 
And  thefe  feven  Spirits  of  God  are  faid  to  be  *^  fent  forth 
£rom  the  Lamb  as  it  were  flain^"  to  let  us  know,  that  the 
folding,  or  down-pourii^g  of  the  Spirit,  and  of  his,  influences^ 
ia  the  fruit  and  effbft  of  the  atoning  facrifice  of  Chrilt's  death, 
mid  of  his  prevalent  iiiterceffioDy  grounded  upon  his  propitia* 
tion. 

5.  I  remark,  that  this  thvowe  Jlandetb  on  mount  Zion,  Rev« 

.ziv«  z.     The  Lainb  ilandeth  there,   and  where  the  Lamb 

iftandeth,  there  mufl  the  throne  Hand  alfo,  for  he  is  always  in 

the  midfl  of  it.     By  mount  Zion,  which  u  an  Old  Teitauienc 

exprefGon,  I  underliahd  the  church  of  God,  which  is  partly 

Qulitant  on  earth,  and  partly  triumphant  in  heaven.     They 

are  all  furrounding  the  fame  throne  j  like  Jacob's  ladder,  tlie 

^ft)ot  of  it  flood  in  Bethel  upon  earth,  but  the  top  of  it  reached 

the  heavens.     So  this  throne  of  grace  flandeth  upon  the  earth 

'  ia  Bethel,  the  houfe  of  die  living  God,  though  indeed  the  top 

pf  it  is  high  and  lifted  up  above  the  height  of  tlie  higheft  hea^ 

vens  :  and  all  believers  are  come  unto  it,  whether  they  be  in 

Jjieaven  or  earth,  though  fome  be  a  Hep  higher  than  others, 

the  glory  of  faints  militant  and  triumphant  differing  only  in 

degrees.     Let  a  believer  be  in  what  part  of  the  world  he 

'  will,  ftill  he  will  by  faith  make  his  way  to  a  throne  of  grace, 

that  is,  to  a  reconciled  God  in  Chrifi:,  who  is  every  where 

frefent,  and  a  very  prefent  heljp  in  the  time  of  need. 

■    6. 1  remark,  that  this  ,throne  is  furrounded  with  a  ramiotv  : 

:Rev.  iv.  3.  "  There  was  a  rainbow  round  about.the  throne, 

in  fight  like,  unto  an  emerald."    Which  1  pufs  at  prefent,  be- 

.caufe  I  intend  a  difcourfe  upon  it  apart.  » 

7.  I.  remark,  that  this  throne  is  crou^ed  with  innumerable 

attendants    in    the    church    militant    and  triumphant,    who 

are  all  paying  the  tribute  of  worfhip  and  homage  unto  him 

that  fits  upon  iti  Rev.  v.  i  r — 13.  "  And  I  beheld,  and  I  heard 

the  voice  of  many  angels  round  about  the  throne,  and  the 

beafts  and  the  elders  :  and  the  number  of  them  was  ten  thou- 

fand  times  ten  thoufsnd,  and  thoufands  of  thoufands ;  faying 

with  a  loud  voice.   Worthy  is    the  Lamb  that   was  fl:in, 

to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wifdom,  and  llrength,  and 

honour,  and  glory,  and  blefling.     And  every  creature,  which 

is  in  heaven^  and  on  the  earth,  and  under  the  earth,  and  fuch 

•  $is  are  in  the  fea,  and  all  that  are  in  them,  heard  I^  faying. 
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Blefling,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  po^ver  be  unto  him  tliat 
fitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lairb  for  ever  and  Cvef**^ 
Where  you  fee  all  the  faints  in  heaven  and  earth  are  far- 
rounding  this  glorious  throne  of  which  we  now  fpeak.  O 
Uefled  are  they  whom  he  choofeth  and  caufeth  to  approach 
unto  him  among  this  numerous  company. 

8.  I  remark,  that  the  bails  and  foundation  of  this  throne  is 
the  rigbteouffup  of  Chrijl.  It  is  laid  in  juftice  fatisfied,  and 
judgement  executed  upon  the  Son  of  God.  Jujiice  amdjudge" 
ment  are  the  habitation  of  his  throne.     But  this  leads  to, 

II.  The  fecond  thing  propofed  in  the  method,  which  is  ta 
^eai  of  the  foundation  of  this,  throne,  and  that  isjuftieeaml 
judgement. 

For  clearing  of  this,  i.  Take  a  few  propofitions*  2.  A  fetlr 
properties  of  this  foundation. 

JFiV^,  Take  a  few  propofitions. 

I.  *  When  God  had  created  man,  he  entered  into  a  cove- 
of  life  with  him,  upon  condition  of  perfed  obedience  ;  forbid'- 
ding  him  to  eat  of  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and  evil, 
upon  i\\t,  pain  of  death.' 

a.  Man,  by  the  breach  of  this  covenant,  has  incurred  the 
penalty  thereof,  *  whereby  all  mankind  have  loft  communion 
witli  God,  are  U{  der  his  wrath  and  curfe,  and  fo  made  liable 
to  all  the  miferies  in  this  life,  to  death  itfelf,  and  to  the  pains 
of  hell  for  ever.* 

3.  God  in  his  amazing  graiie  and  love  both  admitted-  of  m 
Surety,  and  provided  one,  even  his  eternal  Son,  who  volun- 
tarily undertook  our  redemption,  and  was  actually  fubiEitute 
in  our  room.     He  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  aU, 

4.  The  Son  of  God,  in  confequence  of  his  undertaking  as 
our  Suret;^  having  aflumed  our  nature,  and  put  himfelf  ia 
our  law-place,  a  cry  was  made  in  heaven  by  jullice,  *  Awaie^ 
Ofxordy  againft  myjbepherd^  and  again/1  the  man  that  is  mj 

feilow  zfmite  the  Jhepherd^  make  thyfelf  drunk  with  his  royal 
blood  ;  do  not  fpare  him,  exa^  the  debt  of  him  to  the  utmoft 
farthing.'  He  endured  th^  curfe  in  our  roomy  being  made  a 
curfe  for  us, 

5.  Whatever  juftice  demanded  of  the  Surety,  it  was  execu- 
ted upon  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  Did  juftice  demand  that 
the  cautioner  fhould  be  of  one  common  nature  with  the  Sn- 
ner  ?  This  accordingly  is  executed ;  for  **  the  word  was 
zhade  flefli,  and  dwelt  among  us  ;"  he  was  made  of  a  woman, 
and  took  part  of  the  children's  flefti;  he  became  our  kin&ian^ 
tljflt  the  right  of  redemption   n;ight  belong  to  him.     Did 

inflicc  demand  tint  the  honour  o£  tVve  h^ly  Uvr  ftiould  be  re- 
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'  yaired  hf  a  perfeft  obedience  ?    Tliis  accordingly  is  executed 
\j  tli«  Surety  ;  for  he  '^  fulfilled  all  iighteourncfe,  he  magni- 
fied the  law,  and  made  it  honourable."     Did  juftice  demand     ' 
.4iat  ^,9  cnrfo  and  penalty  of  the  law  fliould  be  endured  ? 
This  is  accordingly  executed  ;  for  he  "  was  made  a  curfe  for 
u»»*  that  he  might  **  redeem  us  from  tlie  curfe  of  the  law." 
Did.  juftice  demand  that  the  head  of  the  old  ferpent  ihould  be 
bw&d^  and  .that  venges^nce   ihould  be   cxeguted  upon  the 
grand  enemy  of  God's  glory,  and  of  man's  good  and  happi<. 
aels  ?  This  accordingly  is  done  ;  for  he  "  f polled  principali- 
.ties  and'powerSy  and  triumphed  over  them  in  his  crofs."  Did 
juftice  demand  that  lin,  the  firft-bom  of  the  devil,  fliould  be 
put  out  of  the  way?  This  accordingly  is  done ;  for  lie  **  finib- 
'-cd  txanfgreSion,  and  made  an  end  of  tin :  he  condemned  fin  in 
the  flefii,  that  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  might  be  fulfilled 
in  us." 

'.  6.  Juftice  being  fatisfied,  and  the  law  magnified,  and  the 
Xord  well  pleafed  for  the  righteoufnefs  fake  of  the  glorious 
JSuFcty,  God  thereupon  rears  up  a  tlirone  of  grace,  and  pro- 
claims himfelf  to  be  ^^  Tlie  Lord,  the  Lord  God,  merciful  and 
gracious,-— forgiving  iniquity  and  tranfgrellion,  and  fin,"  &c.  ^ 
and  accordingly  paffes  aAs  of  grace  from  this  throne,  fnyin^, 
^  I  will  be  their  God,  and  they  ihall  be  my  people :  1  will. 
be  merciful  to  their  unrighteoufnefs :  1  will  fprinkle  them 
with  clean  water  ;**  and  the  like.  And  thus  you  fee  upon 
prbat  bafis  or  foundation  the  throne  of  grace  is  reared. 
jr  Secondly y  I  ihall  give  you  a  few  qualities  or  properties  of 
the  foundaddon  of  this  throne,  where  grace  reigns  through 
righteoufnels. 

.;  X.  It  is  an  ancient  foundation;  for  Chrift  was  "  fet  up 
from  jBverlalling,  or  ever  the  earth  was  5"  he  is  "  the  Lamb 
liainfrom  the  foundation  of  the  world."  And  upon  the  credit 
of  his  pron^ife  tO:fatisfy  juftice  in  the  fulnefs  of  time,  all  the 
Old  Teftament  faints  were  faved. 

.  a.  It  is  a  foundation  of  God's  own  Jaying;  *'  Behold,  I  lay 
in  Zion  a  foundation.''  He  had  pleafure  in  laying  it.  When 
he  laid  it  decretively  from  all  eternity,  he  did  it  with  plea- 
fore  ;  ''  I  have  found  a  ranfotQ,:"  he  fpeaks  of  it  with  a  kind 
of  gloriation  and  boafting :  '^  I  have  laid  help  r.poa  oue  that 
19  mighty :  I  have  found  David  my  fervant."  When  he  laid 
it  a^ually  in  his  incarnation,  he  did  it  with  pleafure :  *^  It 
pleafed  the  Lord  to  bruife  him."  When  he  laid  this  founda- 
tion 4o£lrinally  in  Zion,  he  did  it  with  pleafure,  lu  xxviii. 
i6^  he  proclaims  to  the  world,  declaring,  that  "  whofoever 
builds  upon  it,  ihall  not  be  aihamcd." 

3.  It  is  a  firm  foundation  upon  which  God  A^:i=^  W\Vl  \vv^ 
Vol.1  Ff  v\\tow 
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throne  of  grace ;  it  is  the  fureft  foundation  on  tvhich  A 
throne  can  be  built.  The  throne  of  iniquitj,  or  the  thronfr 
that  is  founded  upon  injuftice,  fliall  furcly  be  overturned:, 
but  here  is  a  throne  built  upon  juftice  and  judgement.  Chrifl 
is  called  a  rocky  **  Upon  this  rock  I  will  build  my  church  ;•• 
and  the  church  and  the  throne  of  grace  have  the  fame 
bottom. 

4.  It  is  a  tried  foundation.  Juftice  tried  it,  and  found  it 
firm  and  ftablc ;  when  mountains  of  wrath  and  vebgeance 
were  rolled  upon  it,  it  bore  up  under  all.  The  powers  of 
hell  tried  to  overturn  this  foundation  ;  but  their  kingdoca 
and  power  was  broken  in  pieces  in  the  enterprife ;  the  little 
jjone  cut  out  of  the  mountain,  broke  the  head  of  the  great 
Goliah.  The  faints  have  all  tried  this  foundation,  and  pro«> 
claim  it  fufficient  to  bear  their  weight ;  yea,  it  is  fufiicient  ta 
bear  the  weight  of  all  mankind,  yea,  of  millions  of  worlds^  if 
they  exifted,  and  would  venture  upon  it ;  **  He  is  able  te 
fave  tp  the  uttermoft,  all  that  come  unto  God  by  him.** 

5.  It  is  2i  precious  foundation :  **  We  are  not  redeemed  with 
corruptible  things,  as  filver  and  gold ;  but  with  the  precious 
blood  of  Chrift,  as  of  a  lamb  without  blemifli  and  without 
fpot."  The  gold  and  filver  cannot  equal  it;  the  topaz  of 
Ethiopia  is  not  to  be  named  in  one  day  with  it;  it  is  more 
glorious  and  exfcellent  by  far  than  all  the  mountains  of  prey. 

6.  It  is  a  mod  beautiful  foundation.  What  God  fays  cif 
his  church.  If.  liv.  11.  is  much  more  true  of  the  throne  of 
graccj  "  Behold,  I  will  lay  thy  ftones  with  fair  colours,  and 
lay  thy  foundations  with  fapphires.*'  There  is  fuch  a  beauCj 
in  this  foundation  of  the  throne  of  grace,  that  it  reflefts  a 
beauty  upon  every  one  that  approacheth  it ;  fo  that  they 
couie  away  from  it  "  like  the  wings  of  a  dove  covered  with 
filver,  and  her  feathers  with  yellow  gold." 

7.  To  crown  all,  it  is  a  perpetual^  durable^  and  everkifling 
foundation  :  and  hence  comes  the  perpetuity  of  the  throne 
jtfelf,  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  4.  "  Thy  feed  will  I  eflablilh  for  ever,  ^uid 
build  up  thy  throne  to  all  generations,"  So  Pfal.  Ixxii.  i^. 
**  His  narne  flial^  endure  for  everc  his  name  fliall  be  continu^ 
9s  long  as  the  fun."  The  priefthood  of  Chrift  is  the  founda- 
tion of  the  throne  of  grace ;  and  this  priefthood  is  to  corf- 
tinue,  by  the  oath  of  God :  Pfal.  ex,  4.  "  The  Lord  hath 
fworn,  and  will  not  repeat.  Thou  art  a  prieft  iox  ever  after 
the  ordei:  of  Melchizedek,"     I  proceed  now  to, 

III.  The  tJjird  general  head  in  the  method.  Having 
viewed  the  foundation,  let  us  next  take  a  view  of  fome  pillars 
^Therewith  this  throne^  this  royal  adminiftration  of  gr^ce,  is 

2  ^W^^Qtt^j. 
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fupportedy  and  "which  contribute  not  a  little  to  its  {lability. 
And^  not  to  enlarge  upon  particulars,  the  foundation  of  this 
throne  being  laid  in  the  fatisfaftion  of  juftice,  all  the  other, 
perfe&ionSy  or  attributes  of  the  divine  nature,  fall  in  for  the 
fupport  of  the  reign  and  aduiiniflration  of  grace.  ^*  Mercj 
and  truth  are  met  together  :  righteouTnefa  and  peace  do.  kir» 
each  other  i"  thej  fweetljr  join  hand  in  promoting  this  glo- 
rious defign,  as  you  fee  in  the  context.  O,  fays,  infinite 
wifiiomy  all  my  knmenfe  treafures  ihall  dwell  bodily  in  the 
niaaXhrift  Jefus,  he  ihall  be  ^'  the  wifdom  of  God  in  a 
myftery,*'  that  fo  he  may  be  in  a  capacity  to  hold  the  reins, 

^  and  manage  all  things  in  heaven  and  earth,  for  the  advance^i* 
ment  of  the  glory  of  free  grace,  reigning  through  righteouf- 
neis.to  eternal  life.  O,  fays  infinite  power,  **  with  him  my 
hand  fhall  be  eftabliihed :  mine  arm  alfo  ihall  ilrengtheh  him'* 
ia  his  undertaking*  ''  I  will  beat  down  his  foes  before  his 
face,  and  greatly  plague  them  that  hate  him.''  O,  fays  holi- 
nefs,  although  I  be  "  of  purer  ^^ts  than  to  behold  iniquity,** 
yet  1  plainly  fee,  that  juftice  being  iatisfied  for  the  guilt  of  fia 
in  the  death  of  the  Son  of  God,  the  filth  of  it  ihall  be  hid  out 
of  cny  <fight,  and  his  blood  ihall  be  a  laver  to  waih  it  away, 
that  I  be  not  offended :  and  therefore  I  am  fo  far  from  hinder- 
ing  this  adminiilration  of  grace  through  Chriil,  that  I  lay 
niyfelf  in  pledge  to  promote  and  carry  on  the  glorious  defign  £ 
*'  Once  have  I  fwom  by  my  holinefs,  that  I  will  not  lie  unto 
David."    O,  fays  mercy,  I  am  fo  fib  to  grace,  that  I  cannot 

*  ihun  to  give  my  vote,  that  the  throne  of  grace  ihould  go  on 
apace,  **  My  mercy  will  I  keep  for  hini  for  evermore.  My 
xnercy  ihall  be  with  him :  and  in  my  name  ihall  his  horn  be 
exalted."  O,  fays  the  faithfulnefs  and  veracity  of  God, 
whatever  promifes  grace  hath  made,  in  a  covenant  of  grace, 
I  bind  and  oblige  myfelf  to  make  them  good  :  *•  Heaven  and 
earth  ihall  pafs  away,  but  one  jot  or  tittle"  of  God's  word  of 
grace  ihall  never  fall  to  the  ground.  "  I  will  not  take  my  love 
from  him,  nor  fuffer  my  faithfulnefs  to  fail.  Mjr  covenant 
will  I  not  break,  nor  alter  the  thing  that  is  gone  out  of  my 
lips."  And  thus  I  have  given  you  a  ihort  view  of  thele 
glorious  pillars  which  contribute  to  the  eftabliflimcnt  of  the 
throne  of  grace,  upon  the  foundation  of  juilice  and  judge- 
ment. 

IV.  The  fourth  thing  is^  to  inqmre  why  it  is  God  tvill 
have  jujiice  fatisfydy  and  judgement  e^secuted  upon  the  Surety p 
to  be  the  foundation  of  his  throne  of  grace  / 

I  Ihall  not  multiply  reafons  for  this,  but  ihall  only  touch 
F  f  2     .  upon 
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upon  one  for  aU,  which  the  apoftle  f^ives,  Rom.  v»  31.  ^riu 
**  That  grace  might  reign  through  righteoufncfs  unto  eternal  - 
life,  by  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord.'*  So  that,  if  it  be  aiked.  Why 
will  God  have  it  fo,  that  juftice  fatisfied,  and  judgement  exe- 
cuted on  the  Surety,  fhould  be  the  foundation  of  the  throne  of 
grace?  The  anfwer  is,  **  That  grace  might  reign  through 
righteoufncfs  ;"  that  the  glory  of  grace  might  be  difplayedin 
a  confiftency  with  the  honour  of  divine  juftice. 

Here  a  queftion  offers,  How  does  grace  reign,  or  how  is 
the  glory  of  grace  difplayed  in  and  by  the  righteoulnels  of  a 
furety  ? 

Anfw.  I.  Grace  reigns  and  is  difplayed  in  the  contrivance 
of  this  righteoufncfs ;  for  it  is  the  device  of  infinite  wifdom^ 
animated  and  infpired  by  free  grace.  When  man.  had  fallen 
under  the  fentence  of  the  law,  juftice  was  ready  to  execute 
judgement  upon  him :  but  grace  cries.  Stop,  and  ftay  thy  hand, 
for  "  I  have  found  a.  ranfom.  2  Sam.  xiv.  14.  **  God  doth 
devife  means,  that  his  baniftied  be  not  expelled."  Our  firft 
parents  they  provoked  God  to  drive  them  out  of  Faradife,  and 
accordingly  they  were  adually  driven  out  of  his  prefsnce ;. 
but  infinite  wifdom,  actuated  and  animated  by  the  l^>wels  of 
mercy,  contrives  a  way  how  baniflied  man  may  be  brought 
home  again  in  a  confiftency  with  juftice,  and  that  is  by  the 
righteoufncfs  of  the  Mefliah. 

a.  Grace  reigns  and  is  difplayed  in  the  acceptation  of 
this  righteoufncfs.  What  but  infinite  love  and  grace  could 
prevail  with  inexorable  juftice,  fo  far  to  difpenfe  with  the 
rigour  of  the  law,  as  to  admit  of  a  furety 's  righteoufncfs  in 
the  room  of  the  finner  !  But  this  I  touched  upon  already. 
iVnd  therefore, 

3.  Grace  reigns  in  the  impctration  of  this  righteoufncfs  ; 
for  **  God  (in  his  amazing  grace)  fent  forth  his  Son  made  of 
a  woman,  made  under  the  law,  to  redeem  them  that  were  under 
the  law.".  That  righteoufncfs  whereby  we  are  juftified,  is 
the  very  righteoufncfs  of  God  in  our  nature,  he  wrought  it  by 
his  doing  and  dying.  .  O,  how  does  grace  reign  here  !  Faith's 
views  of  this  may  fill  us  all  with  wonder,  and  make  us  cry  with 
the  church.  If.  Ixiii.  i.  "  Who  is  this  that  comcth  from  Edom, 
with  dyed  garments  from  Bozrah?  this  that  is  glorious  in  his 
apparel,  travelling  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  ftrength  ?" 

4:  Grace  reigns  in  the  revelation  of  this  righteoufncfs. 
Grace  was  not  content  to  contrive  and  bring  about  this  righ- 
teoufncfs, but  the  news  of  it  muft  be  publiflied  and  proclaimed 
10.  a  loil  world,  as  it  were  by  found  of  trumpet.  Hence 
the  apoftle,  Rom.  i.  17.  when  he  would  give  us  an  account 
of  the  fum  and  fubftance  of  the  gofpcl,  lie  does  it  in  one  word, 

«  The 
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•'  The  gofpel  is  the  power  of  God  unto  falvatioD  ;  for  there- 
in is  revealed  the  righteoufaeiiB  of  God."  O  how  forward 
waa  the  grace  of  God,  to  have  the  proclamation  anent  the  fa« 
tisfa&ion  of  juftice  bj  a  furetj  iiTued  out  ?  Adain  had  Ccarce 
fioned,  till  grace  intimates  the  plot  unto  him  in  the  firit  pro- 
mife,  "  Thp  feed  of  the  woman  fhall  bruife  the  he^d  of  the 
ferpent." ,.  The  Meffiah  is  fcarce  born  in  Bethlehem,  til!  an 
angel  is  difpatched  from  heaven  to  notify  it  to  the  ihepherds, 
"  Unto  you  is  born  this  day,  in  the  city  of  David,  a  Savi- 
our, which  is.Chriil  the  Lord." 

5.  Grace  reigns  and  is  dif played  in  the  appropinquation, 
or  the  bringing  near  of  this  righteoufnefs  to  the  finner  in  a 
preached  gofpel.  Not  only  does  gi  ace  reveal  the  righteouf- 
nef&  of  God,  but  it  brings  it  near  to  the  finner,  in  order  to  be 
accepted  and  received:  If.  zlvi.  12.  13.  ^'  Hearken  unto  me^ 
ye  ftout-hearted,  that  are  far  from  righteoufnefs.  I  bring 
near  my  righteoufnefs :  it  fliall  not  be  far  off,"  &jc.  It  is 
brought  near  to  the  finner,  juft  as  the  manna  was  brought 
near  to  Ifrael,  when  it  fell  about  their  tent-doors  j  they  had 
not' far  to  go  for  it. 

6.  Grace  reigns  and  is  difplayed  in  the  imputation  of  this 
righteoufnefs.  And,  indeed,  there  is  a  great  myftery  of  grace 
here,  that. cannot  be  ex preffed  in  words;  how  a  guilty  fin- 
ner, that  has  violated  the  law,  and  is  obnoxious  to  juftice, 
comes  to  be  fuftained  in  the  fight  of  God  as  though  he  had 
fulfilled  the  law,  and  fatisfied  juilice  in  his  own  perfon,  and 
to  be  put  in- cafe  to  fay,  "  Who  fliall  lay  any  thing  to  my 
charge  ?  It  i9  God  tliat  juftifieth :  who  is  he  that  condemn- 
eth?" 

7.  Grace  reigns  in  the  foul's  acceptation  of  this  righteouf- 
nefs by  faith.  There  is  nothing  in  all  the  world  that  runs  fo 
crofs  to  proud  nature,  as  to  renounce  all  its  own  righteouf- 
nefs, its  obedience,  duties,  endeavours,  its  own  grace  and  ho- 
linefs,  in  point  of  acceptance,  and  to  fubtnit  to  the  righteouf- 
nefs of  another,  and  to  be  obliged  to  the  doing  and  dying  of 
the  Son  of  God  alone.  This  was  a  (lone  of  fl.umbling  to  the 
Jews  ;  they  could  never  imagine  any  other  way  of  jullifica- 
tion  before  God,  but  hy  the  %vorJks  of  the  law  ;  and  therefore 
they  "  went  about  Co  eftablifh  a  righteoufnefs  of  .their  own, 
and  would  not  fubmit  unto  the  righteoui'riefs  of  God."  Now, 
I  fay,  to  unhinge  a  finner  from  this  legal  bottom,  to  bring 
down  thefe  towering  imaginations  of  a  righteoufiiefs  in  oiir- 
felves,  to  call  down  the  reftzge  oflies^  and  to  bring  the  proud 
conceited  finner  that  length,  as  to  own  aiid  acknowledge, 
that  his  own  rij^hteoufuefs  is  bat  as  filthy  rags,  fnying,  Sure- 
ly in  the  Lord  only  have  I  righteoufnefs  and  firength  ;    in  him 
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will  I  bejuftijied^  and  in  him  alone  will  T  glory.     I  fay^  grace 

reigns,  and  is  wonderfuUj  difplajed  in  all  this. 

8.  Grace  reigns  through  righteoufnefs^  inafmnch  as  that 
it  is  bj  the  revelation  of  this  juftice-fatisfjing  righteOuIhelAy . 
that  grace  conquers  and  |)owerfull7  fubdues  finners,  brings 
them  under  its  own  govemnoient  and  dominion.  The  apoftle 
fpeaking  of  believers,  Rom.  vi.  14.  fays,  "  Ye  are  not  under 
the  law,  biit  under  grace ;"  that  is,  ye  are  brought  in  under 
the  government  and  adminiilration  of  grace.  But  what  way 
is  it  that  grace  conquers  them  ?  what  is  the  great  eng;ine 
made  ufe  of  for  this  end  ?  It  is  juft  the  revelation  of  the  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  Chrift  in  the  fi;ofpel,  Rom.  i.  15.  "  The  gofpel 
is  the  power  of  God  unto  falvation."  What  way  ?  Mark  tfie 
expreffion,  ver.  17.  "  For  therein  is  the  righteoufnefs  of  God 
revealed  from  faith  to  faith."  From  which  it  is  plain,  that 
the  preaching  of  an  imputed  righteoufnefs,  as  the  alone 
*  ground  of  a  finner's  acceptance,  is  the  very  pith  and  marrow 
of  the  gofpel.  Some,  now-a-days,  they  have  got  a  way  o£ 
preaching,  which,  I  believe,  will  never  convert  a  foul ;  they 
deliver  fine  elegant  harangues  of  morality,  adorning  them 
with  all  the  flowers  of  rhetoric ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  they 
do  but  ftink  in  the  noftrils  of  a  folid  Chriftian.  Why?  Be- 
caufe  though  they  preach  up  a  moral  righteoufnefs,  yet  they 
have  little  or  nothing  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrifl,  which  is 
the  very  bafis  and  foundation  of  a  throne  of  grace  :  and  when 
that  is  wanting,  they  want  the  true  Shibboleth  of  the  gofpel ; 
for  the  gofpel  is  a  revelation  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  ;  and 
this  makes  it  to  be  the  power  of  God  untofalvation. 

Here  I  judge  it  not  amifs,  to  fubjoin  a  quotation  from  the 
great  and  judicious  Owen  to  this  purpofe,  in  his  commentary 
on  the  Hebrews,  chap.  v.  7.  *  Some  are  of  the  mind,'  fays 
he,  *  that  the  whole  bufinefs  of  minillers  is  to  be  converfant 
in  and  about  morality.  For  this  fountain  and  fpring  oif 
grace,'  the  righteoufnefs  and  fatisfaftion  of  Chrift;  *  this 
bails  of  eternal  glory ;  this  evidence  and  dembnftration  of 
divine  wifdom,  holinefs,  righteoufnefs,  and  love ;  this  great 
difcovery  of  the  purity  of  the  law,  and  vilenefs  of  fin  ;  this 
firft,  great,  principal  fubjeft  of  the  gofpel,  and  motive  jdf 
faith  and  obedience ;  this  root  and  caufe  of  all  peace  with/ 
God,  all  fiixere  and  incorrupted  love  toward  him,  of  all  joy 
and  confolation  from  him,  they  think  it  fcarcely  deferves,  a 
place  in  the  objects  of  their  contemplation,  and  are  ready  to 
gnels,  that  what  men  write  and  talk  about  it,  is  hwX.  phrafes^ 
canting^  and  fanatical.  But  fuch  as  are  admitted  into  the 
fellowftiip  of  the  fuiferings  of  Chrift,  will  notfo  eafily  part 
with  their  immortal  intereft  and  concern  therein.     Yea,  I 

feat 
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fear  not  to  fay,  that  he  is  likely  to  be  the  beft,  the  tnoft  hum- 
ble, the  xnoft  holy  and  fruitful  Chriftian,  who  is  moll  fedu- 
lous  and  diligent  in  fpiritual  inquiries  into  this  great  myileiy, 
of  the  reconciliation  of  Gt>d  unto  iinners  by  Uie  blood  of  tne 
crofs,  and  in  the  exercifc  of  faith  about  it.  Nor  is  there  any 
fuch  powerful  means  of  preferving  the  foul  in  a  conilant  ab- 
horrence of  fin,  and  watchfulnefs  againft  it,  as  a  due  appre- 
h^nfion  of  what  it  coil  to  make  atonement  for  it." 

V.  The  ^tb  thing  was  the  application  of  the  doftrine. 
And  the  Jir/l  ufe  fhall  be  of  information,  in  the  following 
particulars. 

1.  Is  it  fo  that  juftice  fatisfied,  and  judgement  executed  up- 
on the  ever-blefled  Sutety,  is  the  foundation  of  a  throne  of 
grace  ?  then,  hence  we  may  fee  what  an  expenfive  piece  of 
work  a  throne  of  grace  is.  Why,  the  foundation  of  it  is 
laid  in  the  death  and  blood  of  the  Son  of  God.  When  God 
is  about  to  ereft  a  throne  of  glory  for  himfelf,  as  the  great 
Creator  and  Governor  of  the  world,  he  makes  little  or  no 
ceremony  about  it ;  he  only  fays.  Let  it  bcj  and  immediately 
heaven  which  is  his  throne,,  and  the  earth  which  is  his  foot- 
ilool,  fprings  out  of  nothing  in  a  wonderful  order :  but  when 
the  throne  of  grace  is  to  be  reared,  juftice  muft  be  fatisfied, 
and  judgement  executed  upon  the  Son  of  God  j  he  muft 
**  become  fin  for  us,  and  a  curfe  for  us ;  that  the  righteouf- 
nefs  of  the  law  might  be  fulfilled  in  us,  and  we  made  the 
righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him." 

2.  See  from  this  doflrine,  the  glory  of  a  gofpel-difpenfa- 
tion.  We  read  fometimes  of  the  glorious  go/pel  of  the  hlejf 
ed  God';  why,  here  is  the  reafon  of  tlie  denomination,  the 
royal  majcfty  of  the  grace  of  God  reigning  through  the 
righteoufnefs  of  his  eternal  Son,  is  here  difplayed  and  mani- 
fefted.  God  has  erected  a  glorious  high  throne  for  the  place 
of  his  fanftuary  5  and  "  for  the  beauty  of  his  ornament,  he 
hath  fet  it  in  majefty,"  Ezek.  vii.  20.  There  was  much  of 
the  divine  glory  manifefted  in  the  delivery  of  the  law  on 
mount  Sinai,  and  in  the  typical  difpenfation  of  the  Old  Tef- 
tament :  but,  O  I  all  that  glory  evaniflied,  like  a  fliadow,  at 
the  greater  glory  that  is  manifefted  in  the  aQ:ual  ereftion  of  a 
throne  of  grace,  by  the  incarnation,  obedience,  death,  refur- 
reftion,  and  afcenfion  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  mani- 
feftatidn  of  him  that  is  made  by  the  word  now  under  the  New 
Teftament:  %  Cor.  iii.  7.  8.  9.  10.  11.  '*  But  if  the  mini- 
ftration  of  deaths  written  and  engraven  in  ftones,  was  glori- 
Qus,  fo  that  the  children  of  Ifrael  could  not  ftedfaftly  behold 
the  face  of  Mofes,  for  the  glory  of  his  countenance,  which 
glory  was  to  be  done  away ;    how  fhall  not  t\ie  rnvvvAx-aXAoxv 
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of  the  Spirit  be  rather  glorious  ?  For  if  the  miniftration  of 
condemnatioD  be  glorj,  much  more  doth  the  miniftration  of 
righteoufncls  exceed  in  glorj.  For  even  that  which  was 
made  glorious,  had  no  glory  in  this  refpeft,  bj  reafon  oF  the 
glory  that  excelleth.  For  if  that  which  is.  done  away  was. 
glorious,  much  more  that  which  remaineth  is  glorious."  O 
Sirs,  let  us  prize  our  mercy,  who  live  under  the  New  Tef- 
tament  difpcnfation,  in  which  "  all  we  with  open  face,  be- 
holding  as  in  a  glafs  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  may  be  changed 
into  the  fame  image,  from  glory  to  glory,  as  by  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord." 

3,  If  it  be  fo  that  juftice  fatisfied,  and  judgement  executed 
upon  Chrift,  is  the  foundation  of  a  throne  of  grace  ;  then,  fee 
hence,  that  the  falvation  of  a  loft  finner  by  grace  is  very  con- 
fiftent  with  the  hbnour  of  divine  juftice  i  why,  juftice  and 
judgement  are  the  very  habitation  of  this  throne.  Some 
poor  fouls,  when  they  fall  under  the  challenges  and  awa- 
kenings of  confcience,  are  ready  to  think  and  fay,  O  it  is 
needlefs  for  me  ever  to  think  that  God  will  extend  his  grace 
and  mercy  to  me :  why,  my  fins  are  of  fuch  a  bloody  hue,  of 
fuch  an  aggravated  nature,  that  I  cannot  think  that  ever  it 
will  ftand  with  the  juftice  of  God  to  pity  and  pardon,  or  fave 
the  like  of  me.  But,  O  Sirs,  will  you  confider,  that  God 
has  already  taken  care  for  the  fatisfaftion  of  his  juftice,  ia 
the  death  and  blood  of  bis  eternal  Son,  and  laid  the  foundation 
of  his  throne  of  grace  upon  tliat.  And  therefore,  yon  are 
not  to  think  or  imagine,  that  juftice  will  be  your  enemy  in 
coming  for  grace  and  mercy  to  a  throne  of  grace :  no,  no  \ 
God  is  juft  and  righteous  in  faving  the  (inner  that  comes  to 
this  throne,  as  well  as  in  damning  the  finner  that  will  not 
come.  Yea^  let  me  tell  you,  that  the  juftice  of  God  gets 
more  glor}"  in  faving  of  finners  through  the  blood  and  fatis^ 
faftion  of  Jefus,  lliat  in  the  damnation  and  ruin  of  all  the  re* 
probates  and  unbelievers  in  the  world  ;  for  the  believing  fin- 
ner, he  takes  the  ranfom  that  Gcd  has  found,  and  prefents 
that  to  juftice,  and  the  Lord  is  well  pleafed  with  this  ;  he 
fmells  a  iVeet  favour  in  this  propitiatory  facrifice. 

4.  See  hence,  the  excellency  and  infinite  value  of  the  blood 
of  Jefus,  and  how  much  we  owe  to  it  5  why,  by  this  blood 
juftice  is  fatisfied,  and  thereby  a  foundation  laid  for  a  throne 
of  grace,  unto  v/hich  we  arc  called  to  come  with  boldnefs : 
Heb.  X.  19.  "  Having,  therefore,  brethren,  boldnefs  to  enter 
into  the  holieft  by  the  blcod  of  Jefus."  There  are  thefe  two 
thrngs  cftt^ed  by  the  blood  of  Jefus,  from  which  our  obliga- 
tion to  it  will  efpecially  r.ppear.  (i.)  By  this  blood  fprinkled 
upon  the  tribunal  of  juftice,  the  tribunal  itfelf  is  turned  into  a 

mercy-feat ; 
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vserejr.feat :  an  angry  God  is  reconciled  and  pacified,  and  in- 
vites the  guilty  finner  to  come  for  grace  and  mercy  to  help 
him.  (a.)  By.  this  blood  the  carfe  of  the  law  is  abolifhed* 
The  curfe  of  a  brokea  law  fiauds  as  an  infuperable  bar  in  the 
-Way  of  our  accefs  to  Cod  ;  but  now;  by  the  blood  of  Jefus, 
this  hand- wilting  that  was  againft  us  is  cancelled,  being  nail- 
ed to  the  crofs.  And  whenever  this  blood  is^  applied  by 
faith,  the  fentence  goes  forth  from  a  throne  of,  grace.  There 
is  'no  more  condemnation  for  the  man,  for  he  is  in  Chrid;,  un- 
der the  covert  of  blood.  It  is  God  tl.at  juftifieth  him  ;  who 
is  he  that  dare  condemn  him  ?  God  the  great  Law-giver  juf- 
tifieth \  and  what  has  any  other  to  fay  againft  him,  if  the 
Lavr-giver  aflbil  him  ? 

5,  Has  God  ereded  a  throne  of  grace  at  the  expence  o£ 
the  death  and  fatistaftion  of  his  eternal  Son  ?  Then  I  would 
have  you  to  tty,  whether  you  be  courtiers  about  this  throne. 
Waft  thou  ever  at  a  throne  of  grace,  man,  woman  ?  Perhaps 
you  may  think  this  a  very  ftrange  queftion.  Why,  fay  you> 
have  you  fp  little  charity  as  to  think  that  we  never  prayed  ? 
Biefied  be  God,  we  are  at  a  throne  of  grace  every  morning 
and  evening;  we  read,  hear,  pray,  communicate,  and  yet" 
ivill  you  afk,  if  ever  we  werfe  at  a  throne  of  grace  ?  I  an- 
Iwer,  A  man,  may  do  all  that,  and  never  yet  really  come  to 
this  throne,  that  has  judgement  and  jiiflice  for  its  foundation 
and  habitation.  What  then  is  it  to  come  to  a  throne  of 
grace  ?  Anf.  It  is  to  come  out  of  yourfelf  unto  a  God  ia 
Chrift,  as  your  only  hope  and  help  ;  it  is  to  receive  Chrift,» 
and  reft  on  him,  for  all  thefe  ends  and  ufes  for  which  he 
i^  revealed  and  otfered  in  the  glorious  gofpel.  In  one  word> 
to  come  to  a  throne  of  grace,  is,  by  faith  in  the  blood  of  Je- 
fus,^  to  enter  into  the  prefence  of  a  holy  God.  How  fliall  I 
know  if  ever  I  thus  came  to  this  throne  ?  Anf^  There  are  a 
few  things  in  the  context  whicTi  follows  my  text,  which  may 
be  improven  as  marks  for  your  trial.     As, 

!)?,  If  ever  you  have  come  to  a  throne  of  grace,  you  have 
feen  mercy  and  truth  going  before  the  face  of  him  that  fits  on 
the  throne,  ^ujlice  and  judgement  are  the  habitation  of  his 
throne  \  and  what  follows  ?  Mercy  and  truth  JJnill  go  hefoire 
his  face  :  that  is,  not  only  mercy  in  the  abftrad,  but  merely 
connefted  with,  and  conveyed  in  a  word  of  truth.  I  think 
it  very  reriiarkable,  that  thcfe  two,  mercy  and  truth,  are  com- 
monly linke^  together  in  fcripture,  Pfal.  Ixxxv.  10.  "  Mer- 
cy and  truth  ate  met  together.'*  John  i.  17.  "  Grace  and 
truth  came  by  Jefus  Chrift  j"  and  ver.  14.  Chrift  is  faid  to 
he  full  of  grace  and  truth.  Why  are  thefe  joined  together  ? 
3'Iie  plain  reafoa  is,  becaufe  all  the  mercy  that  is  in  the  heart 
Vol.  I.  '     G  g  ^S 
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of  God,  is  conveyed  in  a  true  and  faithful  word  of  promijfe : 
fo  that  whatever  mercj  we  want  from  God^  we  mud  always 
look  for  it  in  a  promife  or  word  of  truth :  **  What  God  has 
joined,  no  man  muft  put  afunder."  Some  have  a  way  of 
grafping  at  the  mercy  of  God  abfolutely  confidered,  never 
viewing  it  as  it  is  in  Chrift,  or  as  it  is  in  the  covenant  and 
word  of  truth.  But,  Sirs,  the  mercy  of  God  in  this  view 
never  faved  a  finner :  they  that  do  really  come  to  a  throne  of 
grace,  and  view  God  as  he  is  in  Chrift,  they  fee  mercy  and 
truth  coupled  together,  and  they  dare  not  claim  mercy,  bat 
upon  the  ground  of  the  promife  or  covenant  eftablifhed  ia 
Chrift,  and  this  is  all  their  falvation. 

idly  J  If  ever  you  was  really  at  the  throne,  you  have  heard 
the  joyful  found  that  iffueth  out  from  the  throne :  ver.  15. 
'*  Bleffed  is  the  people  that  know  the  joyful  found/'  viz.  the 
'  joyful  found  of  the  King's  voice  that  fits  on  the  throne  of 
grace.  The  voice  of  a  God  in  Chrift  has  a  certain  peculiar 
air  with  it,  whereby  the  believer  knows  it  from  the  voice  of 
a  ftranger:  **  My  (heep  (fays  Chrift)  know  my  voiccu" 
Cant.  ii.  8.  no  fooner  does  Chrift  fpeak,  but  immediately 
the  fpoufe  cries,  **  It  is  the  voice  of  my  beloved  !  behold,  he 
Cometh."  O,  Sirs,  you  are  all  hearing  the  found  of  a  man's 
voice ;  but  I  afk,  Do  you  hear  the  voice  of  Chrift  coming 
forth  from  a  throne  of  grace  ?  His  words  they  are  fpirit  and 
life.  They  have  fuch  a  divine  majefty  and  melody  in  them, 
that  they  make  an  echo  of  praife  to  rebound  back  to  heaven : 
hence  we  read,  that,  upon  the  publication  of  the  gofpel  among 
the  Gentiles,  fongs  are  heard  afcending  upward.  If.  xxiv.  16. 

^dly^  If  ever  you  came  to  this  throne,  and  faw  the  King 
upon  the  throne,  you  will  highly  value  the  light  of  his  coun- 
tenance ;  you  will  put  fuch  a  value  upon  his  fmiles,  that  you 
cannot  think  of  living  without  them.  His  countenance  will 
make  day  with  you  ;  and  when  he  withdraws,  all  the  ftars  of 
created  comforts  cannot  fupply  his  room. 

^tbly^  The  King's  name  will  be  like  ointment  poured 
forth  :  ver.  16.  "  In  thy  name  fhall  they  rejoice  all  the  day.'/ 
His  name  will  be  a  ftrong  tower  to  you,  to  which  you  will 
flee  for  fafety ;  and  there  will  be  fuch  a  favour  in  it  to  thy 
foul,  that  thou  wilt  be  ambitious  to  canfe  his  name  to  be  re- 
membered in  all  generations,  that  the  people  may  praife  him 
for  ever  and  ever. 

^thly^  If  ever  you  were  at  this  throne,  and  dignified  with 
his  acceptance  and  appi^obation,  you  will  look  upon  his  righ* 
teoufncfs  as  the  only  ground  of  your  promotion  and  advance- 
ment :  ver.  16.  "  In  thy  righteoufnefs  fliall  \hey  be  exalted." 
O,  will  the  poor  foul  fi^y,  it  was  not  my  goodnefs^  mj  holi- 

nefs^ 
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oersy  my  righteoofnefs,  that  brought  me  to  this  honour :  no^ 
it  wa»  the  obedience  and  death  of  my  Surety,  the  righteouf- 
tiefs  that  he  brought  in :  ^*  In  him  have  I  righteoufnefs  ;  and 
I  count  all  things  but  lofs  and  dung  that  I  may  win  him,  and 
be  found  in  him,  not  having  mine  own  righteoufnefs,  whicl^ 
25  of  the  law,  but  that  which  is  through  faith  in  him. 

6tbly,  He  will  be  the  glory  of  your  Jlrength^  and  his  ftrength 
will.be  your  glory,  ver.  17.  When  you  are  helped  to  the 
exercife  of  any  grace,  to  do  or  fiiffer  any  thing  for  him,  you 
will  skfeibe  the  glory  of  it  to  him  alone :  "  Not  I,  but  the 
grace  Si  God  in  me :  Not  unto  us,  O  Lord,  not  unto  us,  but 
unto  thy  name  be  the  glory." 

•  ^thly^  If  eyer  you  were  at  this  throne  of  grace,  you  will 
be  much  taken  up  in  admiring  the  freedom  of  his  grace  and 
love  reigning  through  imputed  righteoufnefs  ;  you  will  fee 
grace  written  in  capital  letters  on  every  ftep  of  the  throne  of 
grace,  and  in  every  ftep  of  your  falvation:  ver.  17.  "In  thy 
grace  and  favour  our  horn  fliall  be  exalted."  Was  I  eleded 
from  eternity  ?  My  eledlion  is  of  grace.  Was  I  redeemed  by 
the  blood  of  Jefus  ?  This  is  "  according  to  the  riches  of  his 
grace."  Am  I  jdiftified,  fanftified,  adopted,  or  efFedually 
called  ?  It  is  grace,  grace  that  has  done  all ;  "  by  the  grace 
of  God  I  am  what  I  am." 

^thly^  If  you  be  acquaint  with  a  throne  of  gracQ,  a  God 
of  grace  will  be  your  only  fanftuary,  ver.  18.  "  The  Lord 
is  3ur  defence  j"  and  what  time  you  are  afraid,  you  will  trult 
in  him.  He  will  be  to  you  "  an  hiding-place  from  the  wind, 
and  a  covert  from  i*-c  tempeft ;  as  the  fliadow  of  a  great  rock 
in  a  weary  land :  for  he  is  the  ftrength  of  the  poor,  and  of 
the  needy  in  his  diftrefs,  a  refuge  from  the  ftorm,  a  fliadow 
from  the  heat,  when  the  blaft  of  the  terrible  ones  is  as  a  ftorm 
againft  the  wall."  When  you  are  purfued  by  fin,  by  Satan, 
by  the  law,  by  confcience ;  when  you  are  furrounded  with 
trouble  from  without,  or  from  within,  you  will  turn  into 
him  as  your  Jirong  hold,  as  it  is  faid  of  the  prifoners  of 
hope. 

gthly^  If  you  be  acquaint  with  a  throne  of  grace,  the  King 
that  fits  upon  the  throne  will  be  your  only  Lord  and  Sove- 
reign: ver.  1 8.  "  The  holy  One  of  Ifrael  is  our  King.'* 
You  will  renounce  allegiance  to  other  lords,  and  make  n^n- 
tion  of  his  name,  faying,  "  The  Lord  is  my  judge,  the  Lord 
is  my  law*.giver,  the  Lord  is  my  king,  he  will  fave  me."  And 
you  will  love  your  King  fo  well,  that  you  will  love  his  law^ 
and  approve  of  it  as  holy^jujl^  and  good ^  becaufe  it  is  a  tran- 
fcript  of  the  holinefs  of  his  nature :  you  will  fay  with  David^  * 
"  I  efteem  all  his  precepts  concerning  all  things  to  be  right : 
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JJis  yoke  is  eafy,  and  his  burden  is  light."  Now,  try  yonr* 
ffelvcs  by  thefe  things,  whether  you  be  courtiera  at  this  throne 
of  grace,  which  hath  juftice  fatisfied,  and  judgement  executed 
on  the  Surety,  for  its  bafis  cr  foundation.  You  may  eafily 
Temeqiber  thefe  niarks,  becaufe  they  are  all  in  the  text,  and 
three  verfes  following. 

6.  Is  it  fo,  that  God  has  erefted  a  throne  of  grace  at  the 
cxpence  of  the  fatisfa^lion  of  his  juftice  ?  O  then.  Sirs,  I 
would  invite  you  all  to  come  to  this  throne.  People  ufually 
need  little  intreaty  to  come  to  the  thrones  of  earthly  pfincea  ; 
every  body  is  ambitious  to  be  near  the  throne.  Wdl,  Sirs, 
I  invite,  I  call,  befeech,  and  intreat  you  to  draw  near  to  the 
throne  of  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earthy  the  King  of 
kings,  and  Lord  of  lords.  Now,  that  I  may  carry  home  the 
exhortation  the  more  efiedually  upon  your  fouls,  I  (hall 
endeavour  to  aafwer  and  obviate  a  few  practical  queftions, 
that  will  readily  arife  in  your  minds  upon  fuch  a  call  or  ex^ 
hortation, 

^ejt.  I.  Who  is  it  that  calls  us  ?  We  hear  you  that  ate 
ininifters  calling  us  to  come  to  the  throne  of  grace ;  that  is 
not  enough  to  us,  we  weuld  know  if  the  King  himfelf  wooldi 
make  us  welcome.  I  anfwer,  It  is  not  we,"  but  the  King 
himfelf  that  calls  you  to  conne  to  his  throne.  We  that  are 
minifters-  are  only  the  heralds  fent  forth  to  intimate  and  pro- 
claim the  King's  pleafure  ;  and  if  you  alk  for  our  inftruftions 
or  commiffion,  we  (hall  very  readily  produce  them,  that  you 
Jnay  read  them  with  your  own  eyes  undgr.the  King's  hand* 
a  Cor.  V.  19.  20.  21.  "  God  was  in  Chriit,  reconciling  the 
world  unto  himfelf,  not  imputing  their  trefpaffes  unto  them  }** 
(there  is  the  throne  of  grace,  to  wit,  a  God, reconciling  the 
world  to  himfelf;  our  commiffion  follows  in  the  clofe  of  the 
19th,  and  in  the  20th  verfe)  ;  *^  and  hath  committed  unto  us 
the  word  of  reconciliation.  Now  then  we  are  ambaiTadors 
for  Chrift,  as  though  God  did  befeech  you  by  us  :  we  pray 
you  in  Clirilt's  ftead,  be  ye  rccpnciled  to  God.  For  he  hath 
made  him  to  be  fin  for  us,  who  knew  no  fin ;  that  we  might 
be  made  the  rightcoufnefs  of  God  in  him."  Now,  there  is 
our  commiffion,  the  word  of  reconciliation  is  committed  to 
us,  that  is,  the  publication  of  this  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God^ 
and  when  we  invite  you  to  come  to  a  reconciled  God  ia 
Chrift,  we  fpeak  in  the  name  of  God,  and  we  are  in  the  very 
room  of  Chrift.  What  would  you  think,  if  Chrift  were 
ftanding  in  my  place  fpeaking  to  you,  requiring  and  inviting 
you  to  come  to  his  throne  for  grace  and  mercy  ?  Well,  the 
cafe  is  the  very  fame,  when  we  adt  by  commiffion  from  him, 
5p  then  it  is  God  that  calls  you  by  ug. 
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^ue/l*  3.  Whom  does  he  call  ?  Docs  God  call  every  tody 
to  ODme  to  his  throne  of  grace  ?  That  is  not  an  ordinary 
thing ;  all  the  fubjeds  are  not  allowed  to  eome  near  the 
throne,  but  only  fome  peculiar  favourites.  Anfw,  It  is  true, 
it  is  fo  among  earthly  orinces  ;,  it  is  only  fome  peculiar  fa- 
vourites whom  they  allow  to  approach  the  throne  or  feat  oi 
anajefiy,  otherwife  their  thrones  would  be  too  much  crowded. 
\  But  it  is  otherwife  in  the  court  of  the  great  King,  who 
lath  juftice  and  judgement  for  the  habitation  of  his  throne  ; 
for  all  and  every  one  that  hears  the  joyful  found  of  tlie  go- 
Jj)el,  which  iffues  out  of  this-  throne,  are  invited  and  called 
jb  come  to  the  throne  of  grace.  And  this  will  appear  if  you 
iK>nfidery 

I.  The  extenfivenefs  of  the  commifiion  which  God  has 
f  ven  to  minifters:  Mark  xvi.  15.  "  Go  ye  into  all  the  world, 
Aid  preach  the  gofpel  to  every  creature  ;"  that  is  to  Jews  and 
Uentijes,  Barbarians,  Scythians,  bond,  or  free,  noble,  and  ig- 
fioble.  Every  rational  foul  you  fliall  meet  with,  fprung  of 
Adam,  go  preach  the  gofpel  to  them  ;  that  is,  tell  them  in 
the  name  of  a  God  of  garce  this  good  news,  .that  God's 
throne  is  now  acceffible,  and  every  one  that  has  a  mind  may 
come  to  it  for  grace  and  mercy  to  help  in  time  of  need, 
T  2.  The  command  of  God  enjoining  you  to  come  to  a  throne 
cf  grace  is  unto  all  :*  i  John  iii.  23.  **  This  is  his  command- 
V)ent,  that  we  fliould  believe  on  the  nama  of  his  Son  Jefus 
Chriil ;"  which  is  all  one  with  coming  to  a  throne  of  grace, 
The  law  of  believing  extends  to  all  mankind  that  hear  this 
jofpel.  And  remember  that,  for  difobedience  unto  this  law, 
jjou  are  condemned  already,  and  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on 

}0U. 

■  3.  Afi  the  command  of  believing  is  to  all,  fo  the  promife  of 
"Welcome  to  a  throne  of  grace  is  to  all  and  every  one,  for  their 
eicouragement  to  come.  **  Him  that  cometh  to  me,  (fays 
Chrift),  I  will  in  no  wife  call  out :  Whofocver  belie veth, 
ftall  not.perifti,  but  have. eve rlafting  life,"  Do  not  think 
tlat  the  promife  in  the  exhibition  belongs  only  to  the  eleft, 
oc  to  believers  :  no,  no ;  "  the  promife  is  unto  you,  and  to 
ytur  feed,  and  to  all  that  are  afar  off."  Thus,  I  fay,  all  that 
Use  under  the  joyful  found  of  tlie  gofpel  are  called  to  come 
to  a  throne  of  grace. 

^efi'  3.  You  bid  us  come  to  a  throne  of  grace;  but 
wbre  is  it  ?  we  do  not  know  where  to  ^lA  it.  I  anfwer, 
Wieiever  you  have  accefs  to  Ciod  in  any  ot  the  duties  of  his 
wofhip,  there  you  may  find  the  throne  of  giace.  Indeed 
vmer  the  Old  Teltament,  when  the  centre  of  worfliip  was 
poniued  to  the  temple  of  Jerufalem,  the  poor  Gentiles  were 
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at  a  lofe  where  to  come  to  a  throne  of  grace ;  but  now,  under 
the  New  Teft  aoicnt,  the  centre  of  worfliip  is  removed  from  theiil^ 
and  placed  among  us  Gentiles  ;  fo  that  whatever  part  of  the 
earth  you  be  upoo,  if  the  heavens  be  above  your  head,  you  need 
not  be  at  a  lofs  where  to  find  a  throne  of  grace  :  though  you 
were  fliut  up  in  a  ptifon  or  dungeon,  though  you  were  dri- 
ven to  the  utmoft  part  of  tlie  earth,  from  friend,  kin  and  ally, 
yet  you  cannot  be  driven  away  from  a  throne  of  grace,  Ii 
a  word,  there  is  no  place  on  this  fide  of  hell  but  you  maj 
find  this  throne,  a  God  in  Chrift  being  a  God  every  when 
prefent ;  he  is  not  far  fnom  every  one  of  us.  So  much  feemi 
to  be  intimated  by  Chrift  to  the  woman  of  Samaria,  John  iv 
2t — 23,  "  Woman,  believe  me,  the  hour  cometh,  when  ji 
Ihall  neither  in  this  mountain,  nor  yet  at  Jerufalem  worfliij 
the  Father.  Ye  worfliip  ye  know  not  what :  we  knout 
what  we  worfliip :  for  falvatioa  is  of  the  Jews.  But  thf 
hour  cometh,  and  now  is,  when  the  true  worfliippers  fliat 
ii^orfliip  the  Father  in  fpirit  and  in  truth  :  for  the  Father 
feeketh  fuch  to  worfliip  him." 

^eji.  4.  What  is  the  way  that  wte  are  to  take  to  win  al 
this  throne  of  grace  ?  Anfw,  In  all  the  world  I  know  of  n« 
way  but  one,  and  that  is  Chrift :  John  xiv.  6.  **  I  am  th^ 
way,  and  the  truth  and  the  life :  no  man  cometh  unto  the  Fa^ 
ther,  but  by  me.  As  Chrift,  or  God  in  Chrift,  is  the  throne» 
fo  he  is  alfo  the  way  to  the  throne.  An  incarnate  Deity  is 
the  finntfr's  way  to  God,  as  well  as  God's  way  to  the  finner 
Heb.  X.  19.  20.  "  We  have  boldnefs  to  enter  into  the  holiei; 
by  the  blood  of  Jefus,  by  a  new  and  living  way  which  h< 
hath  confecrated  for  us,  through  the  vail,  that  is  to  fay,  hil 
flcfii."  The  human  nature  of  Chrift  alTumed  to  the  peHba 
ality  of  the  Son  of  God,  is  the  porch  or  gate  by  which  vz 
enter  into  the  throne  of  grace  :•  John  x.  9.  "  1  am  the  dooi: 
by  me  if  any  man  enter  in,  he  fliall  be  faved,  and  fliall  go 
in  and  out,  and  find  pafture."  This  door  of  the  human 
nature  of  Chrift  was  broken  into  fliivers  by  the  hammer  •£ 
God*s  wrath,  that  fo  our  way  might  be  patent  to  a  throne  of 
grace,  to  a  reconciled  God :  hence  we  read  of  the  rending  •£ 
the  vail  of  the  temple  from*  top  to  bottom  at  the  death  of 
Chrift.  This  then  is  the  gate  of  God,  and  by  it  the  fintcr 
may,  and  the  faint  doth,  enter  into  the  court  of  the  great  Ki^ 
and  come  to  his  feat.  Some  folk  they  have  a  miftaken  lo- 
tion, as  if  tliey  aftually  came- to  a  throne  of  grace  cvfrj 
time  they  giv^  their  bodily  prefence  at  the  ordinances  of 
God's  appointment,  fuch  as  prayer,  hearing  the  word,  com- 
municating, or  the  like.  I  own,  indeed,  that  thefe  extcfnal 
duties  are  the  but^r  gates  atid  porches  by  which  we  coni  to 
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tic  threnie,  therefore  called  the  gates  of  Zion,  efpecially  pu- 
Uic  ordinances  ^re  intended  by  that  denomination :  but,  O 
Srs^  many  a  man  comes  to  thefe  gates  that  never  comes  *Lo 
tie  throne  ;  of  fuch  the  Lord  complains,  faying,  ^*  This  people 
craw  near  me  with  their  mouth,  and  with  their  lips  do  honour 
ne,  but  have  removed  their  heart  far  from  me."  True 
omingy  or  drawing  near  to  a  throne  of  grace,  is  an  inward 
tking ;  it  is  done  by  an  ad  of  the  heart ;  for  "  with  the  heart 
nan  believeth  unto  righteoufnefs/'  When  the  heart  goeth 
ilto  God  in  Ghrifl,  for  grace  and  mercy  to  help  in  time  of 
need,  that  is  a  coming  to  a  throne  of  grace.  So  then,  I  fay, 
Chrifl  is  the  only  way  to  the  throne,  as  he  is  the  throne  it* 
filf. 

^ejl.  5.  After  what  manner  fliould  we  come  t(»  this 
throne  ? 

Anfw.  I.  If  you  would  come  aright,  you  would  come  with 
an  empty  hand.  Do  not  bring  money  or  price  with  you  ; 
fcr  when  we  come  to  a  throne  of  grace,  we  come  to  get,  but 
rot  to  give  any  thing  to  the  Lord.  You  that  make  a  price 
cf  your  prayers,  communicating,  and  other  good  deeds  and 
fjualifications,  you  cannot  come  fpeed  at  the  throne  of  grace. 
iLemember  that  it  is  a  throne  of  grace ^  and  therefore  nothing 
is  to  be  gotten  there  in  a  way  of  debt. 

2.  Come  with  enlarged  defires  after  what  you  come  to  a& ; 
for  "  he  fatisfieth  the  longing  foul,  and  fiUeth  vthe  hungry 
foul  with  goodnefs." 

3.  Come  with  confidence,  hope,  and  filial  boldnefs.  God 
would  not  have  you  to  come  hanging  your  heads,  like  con- 
demned criminals  coming  to  their  judge  to  receive  a  fentence 
of  death  :  no  ;  but  he  would  have  us  come  to  hina  with  con- 
fidence, as  children  to  a  father,  trailing  in  him,  and  looking 
iSor  good  things  at  his  Jiand,  becaufe  of  his  goodnefs,  veracity, 
and  other  perfedions  manifefted  in  Chrift.  C6me,  I  fay, 
with  hope  and  expeftatiou  ;  for  **  he  taketh  pleafure  in 
them  that  fear  him,  in  thofe  that  hope  in  his  mercy."  It 
is  a  general  fault  among  us,  that  we  go  to  God  in  prayer,  and 
other  ordinances,  as  if  he  were  a  niggard  of  his  bleffings,  or 
had  ill  will  to  part  with  his  grace.  But,  O  Sirs,  this  is  not 
the  way  to  fpeed  :  Let  not  that  man  exped  to  receive  any 
thing  from  the  Lord,  that  comes  doubting  and  wavering,  en- 
tertaining jealouiies  of  the  love  and  goodnels  of  a  reconciled 
God. 

4.  Come  to  his  throne  with  importunity.  Follow  Jacob's 
prafticc,  **  I  will  not  let  thee  go,  except  thou  blefs  me.  The 
cfFeftual  fervent  prayer  of  the  righteous  availeth  much." 

j^.  Make  much  ufe  of  the  Spirit  as  a  "  fpint  of  grace  and 

fugglication^" 


«44  ^^  throne  "of  Grace  difcottrfed  on. 

fupplication,**  that  he  may  help  your  infirmities  at  the  thr6Q(f{ 
It  is  he  that  fills  our  mouths  with  arguments^  and  teaches: 
us  to  pray  **  with  groanir.gs  which  cannot  be  uttered."  An4: 
he  has  promifed  his  Spirit  to  them. that  aik  him*  t. 

The  laji  ufe  I  ni^ke  of  the  dodlrine  fhall  be  direfted  to  be^; 
lievers,  who  are  courtiers  about  this  throne.  And  all  I  fliall  '^ 
fay  to  you  ihall  be,  i .  In  a  word  of  confolation ;  2.  Of  exhor»; 
tation.  • 

Fir/if  A  word  of  confolation.     Know  then,  believer,  for 
thy  comfort,  that  "  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael  is  thy  King,  and  ia 
his  favour  thy  horn  fliall  be  exalted ;    mercy  and  truth  ihall^ 
go  before  his  face,"  with  a  fpecial  view  to  thy  happinefs  in* 
time  and  through  eternity.     All  the  grace  and  mercy  that  is 
in  theiheart  of  the  King,  is  ordained  for  thee,  and  fecured  to 
thee  by  a  well-ordered  covenant.     The  whole  of  his  adminii,- 
ilrations,  whether  of  grace  or  of  providence,  are  calculate  for 
thy  benefit  and  advantage,  Rom.  viii.  28.  You  are  the  child« 
ren  of  the  King,  he  has  adopted  thee  to  his  family,  yea,  fettled 
an   inheritance  upon  thee,  as   **   heirs  of  God,  and  joint- 
heirs  with  himfelf."     You  are  upon  the  King's  fecrets,  and  hc- 
will  tell  you  things  which  he  will  no|:  communicate  to  the  reft 
of  the  world,  even  the  fecrets  of  his  government  of  grace.; 
**  Unto  you  it  is  given  to  know  the  myfteries  of  the  king- 
dom of  God,  but  to  others  it  is  not  given..    The  fecret  of  the 
Lord  is  with  them  that  fear  him  :  and  he  will  ihew  them  his 
covenant."     And  to  crown  all,  there  is  no  cafe  tJiou  can  be  in 
while  in  the  world,  but  thou  wilt  have  an  ad  of  grace  fuited 
and  adapted  to  thy  circumftances,   regiftrated  in  the  court- 
book,  I  mean,  in  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Telia-, 
ment,  every  aft  fcaled  with  the  blood  of  the  King,  touched 
with  his  royal  fceptre  ;  yen,  thou  haft  the  extraft  of  it  in  thy 
hand.     O  what  ftrong  ground  of  confolation  is  here  to  you 
who  by  faith  are  acquaint  with  this  throne  ! 

Afecond  word  is  of  exhortation,  or  counfel  to  believers, 
who  have  come  to  this  throne,  in  thefe  following  particulars. 
I.  Be  often  at  the  King's  court,  efpecially  on  his  court* 
days  5  I  mean,  attend  his  ordinances,  efpecially  on  the  Sab-» 
bath,  which  he  has  fanftified  and  confecrated  for  this  end.-—.  • 
Great  xmn\  vafTals  are  obliged  to  attend  them  upon  theic 
court-days ;  and  is  it  not  reafonable,  that  the  fubjefts  and 
vaflals  of  ihe  King  of  kings  fliould  pay  this  refpeft  to  him  ?- 
Pfal.  xcvi.  6.- 7.  8.  "  Honour  and  majefty  are  before  him; 
llrength  and  beauty  are  in  his  fandluary.  Give  unto  the  Lord, 
O  ye  kindreds  of  the  people,  give  unto  the  Lord  glory  and 
Itrength.  Give  unto  the  Lord  the  glory  due  unto  his  name: 
briug'an  offering,  and  come  into  his  courts,"   O  honour  your 

King 
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Sling  by- keeping  his  courts  ;  For  one  day  in  his  courts  is  bet- 
ter than  a  thoUfand }  it  is  better  to  be  a  door-keeper  in  his 
houfe,  than  to  dwell  in  the  tents  of  Hn  :  and  thofe  that  be 
{danted  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord^  ihall  flouriih  in  the  courts 
of  our  God." 

2.  Let  it  not  fatisfy  you  to  come  to  the  court,  unlefs  you 
get  accefe  to  the  throne,  and  fee  the  King's  face ;  for  it  is  the 
prefence  of  the  King  that  makes  his  courts  and  tabernacles 
amiable.  Abfalom  was  not  fatisfied  to  be  at  Jerufalem,  unlefs 
he  faw  the  king's  face ;  fo  let  it  not  fatisfy  you  to  attend  or- 
llinances,  unlefs  you  get  a  vifit  from  the  God  of  ordinances* 
This  was  David's  difpofition,  Pfal.  xxvii.  .4.  **  One  thing  have 
I  dented  of  the  Lord,  that  will  I  feek  after,  that  I  may  dwell 
in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  all  the  days  of  my  life,  to  behold  the 
bes^uty  of  the  Lord,  and  to  inquire  in  his  temple."  And,  if 
you  have  apy  acquaintance  with  the  King,  whofe  name  is  gra^ 
cious,  it  will  bring  a  damp  upon  your  fpirits,  when  you  mi6 
liis  prefence  in  his  courts  ;  you  will  go  mourning  without  th% 
fun,  crying^  **  O  that  I  knew  where  I  might  find  him  !  that  I 
might  come  even  to  his  feat !" 

3.  When  the  King  calls  you  to  court,  or  to  come  near  to 
his  throne,  do  not  fit  his  order.  When,  by  his  word,  or  the 
motions  of  his  Spirit,  he  fays  to  thy  foul,  SeeJ^  ye  my  face ^ 
let  thy  foul  fend  back  a  ready  anfwer,  faying.  Thy  face,  Lord^ 
will  I  feek.  When  he  fays.  Come,  let  thy  foul  return  the  an- 
fwer. Behold,  I  come  unto  thee,  for  thou  art  the  Lord  my  God** 
O  he  takes  it  ill  when  any  fit  his  call,  as  you  fee  in  the  cafe  of 
the  fpoufe.  Cant.  v.  He  comes  to  her,  faying,  **  Open  to  me^ 
my  fitter,  my  love,  my  dove,  my  undefiled :  for  my  head  is 
filled  with  dew,  and  my  locks  with  the  drops  of  the  night.** 
But  Ihe  indulged  carnal  floth,  faying,  "  I  have  waflicd  my 
feet,  how  fliall  I  defile  them  ?"  which  provoked  him  to  with- 
draw, till  fhe  is  brought  to  regret  her  folly. 

4.  Beware  of  every  thing  that  has  a  tendency  to  difcourt 
you,  or  to  make  the  King  caft  down  his  countenance  upoa 
you  ;  for  although  he  hates  putting  away,  yet  you  majf  pro- 
voke him  to  cover  his  face,  and  to  turn  to  you  the  back  Si 
his  throne :  yea,  you  may  provoke  him  to  carry  towards  you 
in  fuch  a  way,  that  the  very  remembrance  of  him  will  be  a 
trouble  to  you.  Sometimes  his  own  dearefi  favourites  have 
fo  grieved  his  Spirit,  that  he  has  carried  the  quarrel  to  the 
gates  of  hell  againft  them ;  as  we  fee  in  the  cafe  of  David^ 
**  Thine  arrows  ftick  fail  in  me,  (fays  he),  and  thy  hand 
preffeth  me  fore  :  this  grief  I  have,  becaufe  of  my  fin."  YoU 
may  by  untendcrnefs  bring  yourfelf  to  that  pafs,  as  to  be 
made  to  cry,  "  The  arrows  of  the  Almighty  are  within  me. 
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the  poifon  whereof  drinketh  up  my  fpirit.  Thou  haft  laid 
me  in  the  loweft  pit,  in  darknefs,  in  the  deeps."  And  there- 
fore beware  of  every  thing  that  may  be  offenfive  to  your 
King.  Beware  of  pride,  for  he  beholds  the  proud  afar  off; 
he  thrnfts  the  proud  away  from  him,  when  they  adventure  to 
come  near  his  throne.  Beware  of  unbelief,  for  that  is  what 
he  cannot  endure.  How  unfuitable  is  it  for  his  fubjefts  and 
children  to  call  him  a  liar  !  This  is  a  fin  which  turns  yoii 
away  from  the  Lord,  and  turns  him  away  from  you.  Do  not 
entertain  jealoufies  of  his  kindnefs,  after  he  has  given  the  to- 
kens thereof  to  your  fouls  ;  for  it  is  a  grieving  of  the  Spirit 
of  God  to  have  his  love-tokens  called  in  queftion.  Beware  oi 
untendernefs  :  if  there  be  not  a  clofe  walking  with  God  in  the 
way  of  hoilinefs,  you  need  not  expeft  to  have  the  King's  coun« 
tenance  ;  for  **  without  holinefs  no  man  fhall  fee  the  Lord :" 
it  is  they  that  have  clean  hands,  and  a  pure  heart,  that  ihali 
Sand  in  his  holy  hill,  and  have  a  place  in  his  tabernacle.   -  '^ 

5.  Be  very  obfervant  of  the  King's  commandments.  Ai 
the  afts  of  grace,  which  I  was  fpeaking  of,  are  die  meafure 
of  faith,  fo  the  law  of  commandments  is  the  meafure  of  prfU> 
tice.  Do  not  think  that  the  court  of  grace,  or  the  throne  of 
grace,  gives  any  indulgence  to  a  deteftable  licentioufnefs : 
they  are  indeed  carnal  gofpellers,  and  Antinomians  with  a 
tvitnefs,  who  entertain  fuch  a  notion.  No,  the  moral  law  of 
the  ten  commandments  is  fupported  with  the  authority  of  the 
King,  whofe  name  is  gracious  and  merciful.  As  the  law, 
confidered  as  a  covenant  of  works,  iffueth  from  a  throne  of 
juftice ;  fo  the  fame  law,  confidered  as  a  rule  of  obedience,  is 
iflued  forth  from  a  throne  of  grace,  as  is  plain  from  flie  pre- 
face of  the  ten  commandments,  /  am  the  Lord  thy  God  ,•  that 
is,  I  am  unto  thee  a  God  of  grace  in  Chrift,  a  faving  and  a 
redeeming  God  :  *  therefore  thou  fhalt  keep  all  my  conimand- 
ments.'  O  Sirs,  the  law,  even  as  a  rule  of  duty,  is  fupported 
with  the  beft  authority  in  heaven  or  earth  ;  'and  the  grace  of 
God  ifluing  from  this  throne,  teaches  us  to  deny  att  ungodlinefs 
and  worldly  lujts.  Mic.  vi.  8.  "He  hath  fhewed  thee,  Oman, 
what  is  good  ;  and  what  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee,  but  to 
do  juftly,  and  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy 
God?" 

6.  Keep  company  with  the  loyal  fubjefts  of  the  King,  and 
beware  of  aflbciating  yourfelves,  or  faying  A  confederacy 
with  rebels  againft  the  King's  crown  or  government.  **  My 
delight  (fays  David)  is  with  the  faints,  the  excellent  oneS  of 
the  earth."  But  as  for  thefe  wlio  live  in  rebellion  againft 
the  Iiord,  their  company  was  a  burden  to  him  :  "  Wo  is  me, 
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that  I  fojourn  in  Mefech,  that  I  dwell  in  the  tents  of  Kedar. 
My  foul  hath  long  dwelt  with  him  that  liateth  peace." 

7.  Be  fute  to  pay  the  tribute  that  is  due  to  this  throne^  do 
not  withdraw  from  it  its  revenues.  The  King  has  impofed 
a  tax  of  praife  to  be  levied  upon  all  his  fubjeds  ;  and  ^'  he 
who  offereth  praife,  glorifieth  him.  O  Praife  is  comelj  for 
the  upright.  This  people  have  I  formed  for  myfelf,  they 
iball  Ihow  forth  my  praife."  Do  not  with-hold  thi*  xiievenue, 
but  let  the  high  praifes  of  a  God  of  grace  be  continually  in 
your  m*th.  And  to  engage  us  to  a  cheeiful  paying  of  this 
tribute  of  praife,  let  us  always  remember  the  glorious  liberties 
^nd* privileges  which  we  enjoy  under  the  aufpicious  govern- 
ment and  adminiflration  of  graee ;  which  are  fo  great  and  many, 
that  "  eye  hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  hath  it  entered 
into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  ;"  which  made  the  pfalmift 
David  to  exprefs  himfelf,  as  we  have  it,  Pfal.  xl.  5.  "  Many, 
O  Lord,  my  God,  are  thy  wonderful  works  which  thou  haft 
done,  and  thy  thoughts  which  are  to  us-ward :  they  cannot 
be  ireckoned  up  in  order  unto  thee :  if  I  would  declare  and 
ipeak  of  them,  they  arc  more  than  can  be  numbered." 

8.  Lqftlyj  Contend  for  the  royalties  and  prerogatives  of 
this  throne,  which  are  many  ways  invaded  at  this  day.  At- 
tempts are]  made  to  rob  the  King  of  his  equality  with  the 
Father,  while  they  T^ould  ftrip  him  of  his  independency  and 
felf-exiftence.  Others  invade  his  governtncfnt^  by  appointing 
ceremonies  in  his  worfliip,  which  were  never  ordained  in  his 
word :  others,  by  wrefting  the  rights  of  hia  fubjeAs  fron^ 
them,  particularly  in  the  free  choice  and  eleAion  of  their  paf- 
tors :  others,  by  tolerating  do&rines  inconfiftent  with  the  eter* 
nal  truths  of  his  word.  Now^  I  (ay,  it  is  incumbent  on  all 
the  loyal  fubjeds  of  this  King,  to  contend  for  the  dignities  of 
the  crown,  and  the  liberties  of  his  kingdom,  againft  all  that 
do  invade  the  fame,  following  the  exhortation  of  the  apoftle. 
Gal.  V.  1.  Let  x^  Jiand  fajl  in  the  liberty  wherewith  Chri/i 
hath  made  usfree,  that  we  be  not  entangled  again  with  any 
yoke  of  bondage. 
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Containing  an  IntroduBion  to  the  Main  Purpofe,  with  the 
Method  of  the  following  Difcourfe.  .    \ 

THESEverfes  contain  the  apoftle's  tranfition  from  the 
doctrinal  to  the  praftical  part  of  the  cpiftle.  Having 
ViX  great  length  difcourfed  upon  the  prieftly  ofEce  of  Chriftn 
}n  the  foregoing  part  of  the  epiftle,  he  fums  up,  in  a  few 
words,  the  fcope  and  fubftance  of  all  he  had 'been  faying,  ver. 
19 — 21.  and  then  deduces  a  very  natural  inference  from  the 
>vhole,  ver.  22.  Let  us  draw  near  with  a  true  hearty  in  full  af 
furance  of  faith.  Like  a  wife  builder,  he  firft  digs  till  he 
i^ome  to  the  foundation,  and  then  calls  himfelf  and  others  to 
|>uild  upon  it  with  confidence. 

That  we  may  have  the  more  diftinft  view  of  the  words,  it 
is  expedient  that  we  obferve  in  general,  the  apoftle  here  very 
elegantly  expreffes  New  Teftament  privileges,  in  an  OI4 
Teftament  ftyle  and  dialect.  The  higheij  privilege  of  fallen 
man,  is  to  have  accefs  into  the  prefence  of  God,  his  offendccj 
Lord  and  Sovereign  ;  the  only  way  of  accefs  is  Chrift,  of 
whom  the  temple  of  Solomon  was  an  illuftrioi^s  type.  And 
with  allufion  unto  that  typical  temple,  Chrift  is  prefented  tq 
Cfur  faith  under  a  threefold  view,  ver.  19—21. 

]^,  As  a  gate  or  door^  by  which  we  may  enter  into  the  ho>9 
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Ueftf  and  that  with  boldnefs^  by  virtue  of  his  atoning  blood, 
ver.  19.  Under  the  Mofaic  difpenfation,  Aaron  alone:,  and 
not  the  Ifraelites,  could  enter  into  the  holy  ofholUsy  and  that 
but  once  a  year^  with  the  blood  of  beafts  facrificed  for  hioifelf 
and  them.  But  now,,  under  the  New  Teftament,  througti 
the  death  and  fatisfaAion  of  the  Son  of  God,  the  way  of  ac- 
cefs  to  friendlhip  and  fellowfliip  with  a  holy  God,  both  here 
and  hereafter,  is  made  open  and  patent  to  every  finner,  who 
by  faith  comes  in  tinder  the  covert  of  the  blood  of  Jefus.  No 
fooner  had  Adam  finned,  but  the  door  of  accefs  to  the  majeily 
of  God  was  bolted  againft  him,  and  all  his  pofterity ;  the . 
cherubim  with  tfle  flaming  fword  flood  in  his  way.  But 
n6w  the  flaming  fword  of  juftice  being  quenched  in  the  blood 
of  the  Surety,  the  door  of  accefs  is  again  wide  opened.  I  re- 
member, the  wockian  of  Tekoah,  2  Sam.  xiv.  14.  in  her  pa- 
rabolical addrefs  unto  David,  on  Abfalom's  behalf,  makes 
ufe  of  this  argument  with  David,  to  perfuade  him  to  bring 
home  his  exile  Son,  "  God  (^fays  flie)  doth  devife  means,  that 
his  banifhed  be  not  expelled  from  him."  This  is  remarkably 
tjrue  in  the  cafe  in  hand  ;  God,  in  his  infinite  wifdom,  has  de- 
vifed  a  way  how  his  banifhed  may  be  brought  home  again  to 
his  prefence  ;  and  that  is,  through  the  blood  and  fatisfa£lion 
of  Chrifl,  John  x.  9.  John  xiv.  6. 

2.  To  encourage  us  in  our  approaches  to  God  through 
Chrifl,  he  is  prefented  to  us  under  the  notion  of  a  new  and 
living  way^  confecrated  for  us,  through  the  vail,  that  is  to  fay, 
iisflefhy  ver.  20.  The  inner  vail,  that  fepa rated  between  the 
holy  place,  and  the  holiefl  of  all,  in  the  temple  of  Jerufalem, 
^iras  a  type  of  that  body  of  flefh  afTumed  by  the  Son  of  God, 
whereby  his  Deity  was  vailed ;  and  thro.ugh  the  breaking  or 
rending  of  this  by  his  death  on  the  crofs,  the  way.  to  God  and 
glory  becomes  open  and  patent.  And  this  is  called  a  new  way^ 
either  in  oppofition  to  Adam's  way  by  a  covenant  of  works, 
which  is  fhut  up  ever  fince  the  fall  of  man  ;  or  becaufe  it  ne- 
ver waxes  old,  but  is  ever  frefh,  green,  and  fragrant,  unto  the 
believing  foul.  And  it  is  called  a  living  liiay,  becaufe,  though 
Chrift  was  once  dead,  yet  now  he  is  alive,  and  lives  for  ever- 
more, to  give  life  to  every  foul  that  comes  to  God  through 
him.  And  then,  he  is  a  way  confecrated  for  us,  he  is  dedi- 
<;ated  for  the  ufe  of  finncrs  in  tlieir  dealings  with  God  :  "For 
their  fakes  (fays  he),  do  I  fandify  myfelf."  And  O  what  can 
be  ipore  encouraging  to  a  loft  fini.er,  to  make  ufe  of  Chrift 
by  faith,  than  to  know  that  he  is  juft  devoted  for  this  work 
of  faving  that  which  was  loft  ! 

3.  Whereas  the  fimet  might  object.  That  though  the  do^r 
be  opened^  and  the  new  and  living  way  confecrated  \  yet.  Vv^ 
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is  either  fo  ignorant^  that  he  knows  not  this  vizj  ;  or  To  ivie* 
potent,  that  he  cannot  walk  in  it ;  or  fo  guilty,  that  he  dare« 
not  venture  to  go  into  the  holieft :  therefore,  to  obyiate  all 
thefe,  Chrift  is  prefented  to  us  as  a  great  bigb  prUft  over  the 
houfe  of  Godf  ver.  3i.  O  what  noble  encouragement  is  here 
for  believing  !  Chrift,  as  a  High  Priell,  is  ordained  for  men 
in  things  pertaining  to  God,  Heb.  v.  i.  And  feeing  lie  is  or- 
dained for  men,  may  not  men  make  ufe  of  his  mediation  with 
confidence  and  boldnefs  ?  Heb.  iv*  14.  i6.  And  then,  by 
his  office,  he  is  obliged  to  execute  the  duties  of  his  office 
toward  every  foul  that  employs  him  therein  ;  he  is  obliged, 
as  a  High  Frieft,  to  inftru£t  the  ignorant,  to  ftrengthen  the 
weak,  to  confirm  the  feeble,  and  to  make  reconciliation  for 
the  fins  of  the  people.  And  therefore  let  us  take  courage  to 
employ  and  improve  him,  efpecially  confidering  that  he  is 
both  a  merciful  and  faithful  High  Priefiy  Heb.  ii.  17.  ;  and 
alfo  a  High  Priejl  who  is  over  the  houfe  of  God  ;  /.  e.  he  has 
full  power  and  authority  from  his  eternal  Father,  to  nego- 
ciate  our  affairs,  and  to  render  both  our  perfons  and  perform- 
ance3  acceptable  unto  him.  In  a  word,  the  whole  manage- 
ment  of  the  offspring  and  iffue,  and  of  all  the  veffels  of  cups  and 
flagons f  is  committed  to  him  ;  yea,  *'  all  the  glory  of  his  Fa* 
ther's  houfe  hangs  upon  him,  as  upon  a  nail  faftened  in  a  fure 
place,"  If.  xxii.  24.  And  therefore,  **  feeing  we  have  a  High 
Prieft  (of  fuch  authority  and  intereft),  let  us  come  boldly  unta 
the  throne  of  grace,  that  we  may  obtain  mercy,  and  find 
grace  to  help  in  time  of  need,"  Heb.  iv.  14 — 16.  Whcnr- 
cver  we  have  any  bufinefs  with  God,  whenever  we  would 
enter  into  the  fecret  of  his  prefence,  or  enjoy  fellowffiip  with 
him,  let  us  go  in  at  the  back  of  our  great  High  Prieft,  who  - 
has  led  the  way  before  us,  and  is  appearing  in  the  prefence 
of  God  for  us. 

Now,  I  fay,  the  apoftle  having  thus  prefented  Chrift  under 
the  moft  encouraging  views,  as  the  objeft  of  our  faith,  truft, 
asd  confidence  in  our  dealings  with  the  majefty  of  God,  he 
proceeds  to  recommend  and  inculcate  a  correfpondent  duty  in* 
tfie  words  of  my  text,  ver.  22.  Let  tis  draw  near  with  a  true 
hearty  in  full  assurance  of  Faith,  having  our  hearts 
fprinkledy  &c. 

Before  we  proceed  to  the  more  particular  confideration  of 
the  words,  it  is  very  much  worthy  of  our  notice,  to  obferve 
the  apoftle's  order  and  method  of  doSrine,  and  how  he  knits 
the  believer's  privilege  and  duty  together.  He  would  have 
the  privilege  firft  believed,  and  then  the  duty  performed  :  he 
V^duld  have  us  firft  believe,  that  the  door  of  the  holiefi  is 
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opened  by  the  blood  ofjefusy  that  there  is  a  new  and  living 
way  confecrated  for  us,  that  we  have  a  High'  Frieji  over  the 
h'oufe  of  God,  ready  to  introduce  us  into  his  prefence  5  and, 
upon  riiefe  grounds  of  faith,  he  prefles  and  inculcates  the 
duty.  Let  us  draw  near,  &c.     It  is  pleafant  hence  to  obferve,  "^ 
how  the  method  and  order  of  the  covenant  of  works  is  juft     ? 
inverted  in  the' covenant  of  grace.    In  the  covenant  of  works,      > 
duty  was  the  foundation  of  our  privilege ;  man  was  fitft  to 
perform  duty,  and  upon  his  doing  of  that,  might  expe6l  the 
privilege  in  a  way  of  paftional  debt.     But  now,  I  fay,  the 
very  revcrfe  of  this  is  God's  order  and  method  in  the  cove- 
nant of  grace  ;  for  here  we  are  firft  to  believe  the  privilege, 
or  to  receive  it  as  a  grant  of  fovereign  grace,  and  upon  that 
ground  we  are  to  go  on  to  duty.     This  is  a  thing  that  needs 
to  be  adverted  to  with  the  utmofl  attention,  in  regard  the 
very  benfil  of  nature  runs  in  the  way  of  the  covenant  of 
works,  namely,  to  expefi  the  privilege  on  the  fcore  of  duty, 
and  to  fancy  that  God  is  a  debtor  to  us,  when  we  have  done 
this  and  the  other  duty  required  in  the  law :    whereas  the 
ftream  of  nature  runs  quite  crofs  to  the  order  and  method 
Jaid  in  the  covenant  of  grace,  nainely,  firft  to  receive  the  pri- 
vilege in  a  way  of  grace,  like  beggars  receiving  God's  alms  ; 
and  then  to  perform  duty,  as  a  teftimony  of  gratitude  for  the 
privilege  received,  without  expelling  any  tiling  from  the 
Lord  upon  the  account  of  duty  done  by  us.     Tliis  is  what 
proud  nature  fpurns  againft  with  the  uttermoft  relufiancy. 
What  ?  To  take  all  f ;  eely,  without  money,  and  without  price, 
and  to  reckon  ourfelves  unprofitable  fervants  wiien  we  have 
done  all,  is  what  depraved  nature  cannot  yield  to,  till  the 
heart  be  new-moulded  by  fovereign  and  efficacious  grace, 
**  WDl  the' Lord  be  pleafed  with  thoufands  of  rams,  or  with 
ten  thoufands  of  rivers  of  oil  ?'*  &c.     Wherefore  have  we 
fqfted,  and  prayed,  and  thou  takeji  no  knowledge  /  is  expreffive 
of  our  natural  way  of  thinking.     But  though  this  way  lie 
crofs  unto  nature,  yet  this  is  the  way  in  which  God  will  have 
finners  faved,  or  elfe  they  fliall  never  fhare  of  his  falvation  :  he 
will  have  them  to  receive  eternal  life  begun  here,  and  con- 
fUmmate  hereafter,  as  "  the  gift  of  God  through  Jefus  Chrift 
our  Lord,**  without  regard  to  any  of  our  doings  as  a  founda- 
tion of  our  claim  or  title  thereunto.     Boafting  muft  be  for 
ever  excluded,   that  the  glory  of  our  falvation  may  redound 
allenarly  unto  grace,  which  reigns  through  imputed  righteouf 
nefs  unto  eternal  life,  by  Jefus  Chrijl  our  Lord,     And  there- 
fore, 1  fay,   ftudy  to  rivet  upon  your  minds   the  order  and 
method  laid  by  God  in  the  covenant  of  gracvt,  where  privilege 
jreceived  by  faith  is  made  the  foundation  of  duty^  ^nd  \vckt. 
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duty  the  foundation  of  our  claim  to  the  privilege,  Thia  ii 
the  fcheme  or  order  laid  in  our  Lefler  Catechifm,  by  the 
Weftminfter  Affembly  ;  where,  in  anfwer  to  the  3d  queftion, 
we  are  tqld,  that  the  fcriptures  principally  teach,  firft,  what 
man  is  to  believe  concerning  God,  and  then,  what  duty  God 
requires  of  man,  And^  according  to  this  order,  we  have^ 
firft,  the  obje^s  of  faith,  and  priviliges  of  believers  explained; 
and  then,  the  duties  of  the  moral  law  inculcate  upon  that 
ground.  And  if  this  order  of  do6lrine  be  inverted,  we  de- 
ftroy  the  covenant  of  grace,  and  return  to  a  covenant  of 
works.     So  much  for  the  connection. 

I  proceed  to  the  words  themfelves.  Where  we  may  notice^ 
1.  The  grand  duty  the  apoftle  urges  upon  the  foregoing 
grounds.  Let  us  draw  near.  2.  He  gives  particular  diredions 
how  we  are  to  manage  in  our  approaches  unto  God,  through 
the  new  and  living  way,  viz.  With  a  true  heart,  in  f till  af* 
furance  of  faith,  &c. 

As  for  the  firft,  viz.  the  general  duty  that  is  prefled,  Let 
us  draw  near.  The  apoftle  does  not  tell  us  exprefsly,  whi- 
ther, or  to  whom,  we  are  to  draw  near  ;  but  it  is  plain  from 
the  whole  drift  of  the  text  and  context,  that  he  invites  us  tci 
draw  near  to  God  :  not  to.  God  abfoliitely  confidered,  for  thus 
he  is  inacceflible  by  guilty  finners  ;  but  to  "  God  in  Chrift,  re- 
conciling the  world  unto  himfelf.''  This  is  that  throne  of  grace 
to  which  he  had  ifivited  us  to  ^*  come  with  boldnefs,  that  we 
may  obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need,* 
chap.  iv.  16.  The  Greek  word  is  the  very  fame  both  there 
and  here. 

I^t  is  confid arable,  in  the  manner  of  the  apoftle's  exhorta- 
tion, that,  when  he  is  calling  others  to  draw  near,  he  com- 
prehends himfelf ;  it  is  not.  Do  ye  draw  near,  but.  Let  us 
draw  near,  Minlfters  of  the  gofpel,  when  difpeiifing  the 
truths  of  God,  muft  preach  home  to  their  own  fouls,  as  well 
as  unto  others.  Sirs,  we  do  not  deliver  truths  or  dbftrines 
to  you,  wherein  we  ourfelves  have  no  manner  of  concern  ; 
no,  our  own  fouls  are  at  the  ftake,  and  fliall  either  peri(h  or 
be  faved  eternally,  as  we  receive  or  rejeft  thefe  precious^ 
truths  which  we  deliver  unto  you.  And  truly,  it  can  never 
be  expefted,  that  we  will  apply  the  truths  of  God  with  any 
warmth  or  livelinefs  unto  others,  unlefs  we  firft  make  a  warm 
application  thereof  to  our  own  fouls  ;  and  if  we  do  not'  feed 
upon  thefe  dodrines,  and  praftife  thefe  duties,  which  we  de- 
liver to  and  inculcate  upon  you,  though  we  preach  unto  others, 
we  ourfelves  are  but  caft-aways. 

Tlie  exliortation,  Draw  near,  fuppofes  our  natural  diilance 
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and  eftraogement  from  God :  **  All  we  like  iheep  have  gone 
attray/'  fays  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  ch.  liii.  6.  When  Chrilt 
would  defcribe  our  apoftate  and  lapfed  ftate,  he  doth  it  under 
the  notion  of  a  **  prodigal  going  into  a  far  country,"  Luke  xv« 
Tlaere  are  three  things  we  all  Ipft  and  forfeited  in  the  firfl: 
Adam,  viz.  the  image  of  God,  th^  favour  of  God,  wadi  fellow^ 
Jbip  %vith  God :  yea,  fo  much  have  we  loft  them,  that  the 
apoftle  plainly  tells  us,  that  we  are  alienated  from  the  very 
Ufe  of  God  in  our  natural  ftate.  This  God  iotimatcd  unto 
Adam  immediately  after  the  fall,  in  that  queftion  he  pro- 
pounded to  him,  when  hiding  himfelf  from  his  prefence 
among  the  thickets  of  Paradife,  **  Adam,  where  art  thou?'* 
Gen.  iii.  9.  Non  es  ubi prius  eras,  as  Auftin,  one  of  the  an* 
cient  fathers,  gloffeth  it ;  *  Thou  art  not  where  thou  waft  be- 
fore.* What  is  become  of  the  late  friendfiiip  and  fellowftiip 
that  was  betwixt  me  and  thee?  Of  a  fon  of  God,  thou  art. 
become  a  child  of  the  devil ;  of  an  ally  of  Heaven,  turned 
a  c^federate  of  hell.  Thus  the  breach  and  rupture  is  wide 
like  the  fea.  Can  ever  parties  betwixt  whom  there  is  fuch  a 
natural  and  moral  dift:ance  be  brought  together  again  ?  Yes  ; 
the  apoftle's  exhortation  to  draw  near  plainly  bears,'  that  the 
offended  and  affronted  Majefty  of  heiaven  is  acceffible  "  by  the 
blood  of  Jefus^  by  the  new  and  living  way."  It  was  the 
great  plot  of  Heaven  from  eternity,  to  bring  fallen  man  back 
again  into  fellowftiip  with  his  Maker.  Infinite  wifdom,  ani- 
mated by  infinite  bowels  of  mercy,  has  found  the  way,  and 
the  way  is  Christ,  John  xiv.  6.  The  main  intent  of  his  in- 
carnation, and  of  the  whole  of  his  mediatory  work,  was  to 
bring  us  to  God,  i  Pet.  iii.  18.  To  bring  ftrangers  and  ene- 
mies to  amity  and  unity,  is  a  great  and  mighty  work ;  yet 
this  work  he  accomplilhes  and  brings  about  by  the  ranfom  he 
has  paid  for  us,  and  by  the  operation  of  his  Spirit  in  us. 

This  drawing  near  to  God,  it  does  not  confift  in  any  ap- 
proach unto  the  eflence  of  God  5  for,  effei^ially  confidered, 
**  he  is  not  far  from  every  one  of  us  :  in  him  we  live,  and 
move,  and  have  our  being*"  Neither  does  it  lie  in  an  exter- 
nal or  bodily  attendance  upon  him  in  the  duties  of  his  wor- 
£bip,  "  Bodily  exercife  profiteth  little :"  many  draw  pear  to 
God  with  their  mouths  and  lips,  while  their  hearts  are  far 
removed  from  him.  Neither  does  it  confift  in  a  moral  feri- 
oufnels  ',  though,  alas  I  it  is  much  to  bring  fome  people  even 
that  length.  People  may  he  morally  ferious  about  eternal  - 
concerns,  in  a  legal  way,  like  the  Pharifee,  who  came  to 
Chrift,  faying,  "  Good  Mafter,  what  fliall  I  do  to  inherit 
eternal  life?"  Yea,  Heathens,  and  Mahometans,  and  Jews, 
may  be  morally  ferious  in  their  own  way,  but  they  caYvtwQ\.\i^ 
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faid  to  draw  nigh  to  God.  What  is  it  then,  fay  you,  to 
draw  near  to  God  /  I  anf wer.  It  is  an  acl  of  the  heart  or 
mind,  whereby  the  foul,  under  the  influence  of  the  Spirit, 
fwcetly  and  irrefiftibly  returns  to  a  God  in  Chrift  as  its  only 
centre  of  reft.  The  poor  foul  having  tried  Adam's  way  of 
accefs,  and  finding  that  door  bolted  by  the  law,  jufticc,  and 
holinefs  of  God,  defpairs  of  ever  entering  thereby>  At. 
length  the  man,  when  he  has  wearied  himfelf  in  the  great- 
nefs  of  his  way,  finding  the  door  of  the  holieft  opened  by  the 
blodd  of  Jefus,  the  new  and  living  way  being  difcoveced  to 
him  in  the  light  of  the  word  and  Spirit,  he  cries  out  at  the 
fight  of  it,  O  !  this  is  the  gate  of  God^  by  this  door  will  I  en- 
ter into  his  prefence ;  yea,  "  this  is  my  reft,  here  will  I 
dwell,  for  I  defire  and  like  it  well."  O  what  a  fweet  acqui- 
cfcence  of  foul  is  there  in  God's  device  of  falvation  through 
Chrift  ! '  The  man  cannot  but  applaud  and  approve  of  it,  as  a 
device  e^ry  way  worthy  of  infinite  wifdom,  crying  out  with 
the  apoftle,  O  !  **  it  is  a  faithful  faying,  and  worthy  qf  all 
acceptation,  that  Chrift  Jefus  came  into  the  world  to  fave 
finners."  This  ordinarily  is  the  foul's  exercife,  both  in  its 
firft  and  after  approaches  unto  God,  in  any  duty  of  worfliip. 
There  is  a  conftant  improvement  of  the  merit  and  mediation 
of  Chrift  in  every  addrefs  the  man  makes  .to  the  Majefty  of 
heaven  ;  he,  as  it  were,  fixes  himfelf  in  the  clefts  of  the  Rock 
of  ages  ;  he  gets  into  the  fecret  places  of  that  blefled  ftair,  by 
which  we  afcend  unto  heaven  ;  and  then  he  fliews  his  coun- 
tenance, and  lifts  up  his  voice,  in  drawing  near  to  God,  by 
the  new  and  living  way.  We,  as  it  were,  take  up  the  propi- 
tiation which  God  has  fet  forth,  in  the  hand  of  faith,  hold  it 
•up  to  God,  faying,  **  Behold  the  blood  of  the  covenant :  Be- 
hold, O  God,  our  fliield,  and  look  upon  the  face  of  thine 
anointed."  We  go  quite  out  of  ourfelves,  when  we  draw 
near  to  the  holieft  by  the  blood  of  Jefus  ;  we  overlook  our 
own  duties,  graces,  frames,  attainments,  grounding  our  hope 
of  accefs  and  fuccefs  only  upon  the  merit  and  moyen  of  our 
great  high  prieft,  God  having  *<  made  us  accepted  in  the  Belo- 
ved." And,  in  this  view  of  things,  the  foul  will  readily  ex- 
prefs  itfelf,  as  David  did  in  the  like  cafe,  faying,  "  I  will  go 
unto  the  altar  of  God,  unto  God  my  exceeding  joy^"  And  if 
God  hide  his  face,  the  foul  will  wait,  and  bode  good  at  his 
handj  faying,  "  Hope  in  God,  for  #  fhall  yet  praife  hini ;  He 
will  command  his  loving  kindncfs  in  the  day-time,  and  in  the 
night  his  fong  fliall  be  with  me,"  And  if  the  Lord  fmile,, 
.^nd  grant  an  anf  wer  of  peace,  he  will  not  afcribe  his  fuccefsy 
to  his  own  faith,  frame,  fervency,  but  unto  Chrift  alone,  fay- 
In^,  <*  Not  unto  us;^  O  Lord^  not  unto  us,  but  unto  thy  name 
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be  the  glory.*'     Thus  much  for  the  main  duty,  of  drawing 
near. 

The  apoftle  next  proceeds  to  direft  as  to  the  manner  of  out 
lapproach.     And, 

Firjl^  He  direfts  us  to  draw  near  v)itb  a  true  heart.  This 
is  a  word  fitly  fpoken.  If  he  had  required  us  to  draw  near 
with  a  hear4:  perfedlly  clean  and  pure,  he  might  as  Well  have 
bidden  us  fly  without  wings ;  but  he  bids  us  draw  near  with 
a  true  hearty  u  e.  with  a  heart  truly  concerned  abo(i!it  accep- 
taiice  with  God,  a  heart  truly  approving  of,  and  acquiefcing 
in  the  n^  and  living  way.  In  fhort,  a  true  heart  here,  i% 
oppofed  to  a  double,  doubting,  diilruiling,  and  hypocritical 
heart.  All  diilimulationJs  to  be  avoided  in  our  desdings  with 
him,  who  **  trieth  the  hearts  and  reins,  and  whofe  eyes  are  as 
a  flame  of  fire,  fearching  Jerufalem!as  with  candles.*'  Pfal.  li.  6* 
**  Behold,  thou  defireft  truth  in  the  inward  parts.**  Whc?re- 
as  the  hypocrite,  who  draws  near  with  his  mouth,  and  ho- 
nours God  with  his  lips,  while  his  heart  is  far  removed  from 
him,  fliall  not  Hand  in  his  prefence.  Take  care  then  that 
your  hearts  be  honeftly  miiided  toward  God  when  you  draw 
nigh  to  him.  But  I  pafs  this  alfo,  and  go  on  to  that  which 
1  have  principally  in  view,  w». 

The  fecond  direSion  or  advice  the  apoftle  gives,  in  order 
to  our  fuccefsful  approach  unto  God  by  the  new  and  living 
way,  and  that  is,  to  draw  near  in  full  assurance  of  faith. 
The  original  word  fignifies  to  be  fully  perjuaded^  or  ajfured  , 
of  a  thinj? ;  and  is  oppofed  to  waverings  doubting^  and  uncer^^ 
tainty.  The  apoftle  having  laid  a  firm  foundation  of  accefa 
in  the  preceding  verfes,  he  bids  us  truft  to  it,  and  reft  upon 
it,  with  an  unftiaken  confidence,  and  certain  perfuafion  of  fuc* 
cefs.  What  further  is  neceffary  by  way  of  explication,  will 
occur  in  the  profecution  of  the  following  doftrine. 

DocT.  "  It  is  the  will  of  God,  that  they  who  approach  tQ 
him  in  Chrift,  fliould  dtaw  near  in  full  aflurance  of  faith^ 
or  with  a  certain  perfuafion,  and  confident  expectation  of 
fuccefs  and  acceptance.'** 

The  foundation  of  this  doftrine  is  obvious.  It  is  plain, 
the  apoftle  here  is  not  fpeaking  of  that  affurance  of  grace  and 
falvation  which  follows  upon  believing,  and  is  the  rrfult  of 
the  foul's  refleftion  upon  the  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
•U'ithin  *,  but  of  an  dTurance  lying  in  the  Very  diredl  adt  of 
faith :  for  the  apoftle's  fcope  here  is,  not  to  give  the  mark^ 
and  evidences,  but  to  prefent  the  objeft  of  faith,  viz.  Chrift 
as  the  door  and  way  to  the  holiejl^  «ad  as  a  Ugh  priejl  ready 
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to  introduce  us  ;  and  thereupon  exhorts  to  a  oorrcfpondent 
ad  of  believing,  in  drawing  near  to  God,  namely,  with  full 
ajfurance  of  faith. 

In  difcourfing  this  doftrine,  I  flialJ,  through  divine  aflift- 
ance,  endeavour  to  fpeak, 

I.  Oi faith  in  general. 

II.  Of  the  affurance  of  faith. 

III.  OF  thtfull  affurance  of  faith. 

IV.  Of  the  grounds  that  faith  builds  its  affurance  upon,  vtk 
drawing  near  to  God.  'r 

V.  Apply  the  whole. 


C  H  A  P.    II. 
O/*  Faith  in  General. 

BEFORE  I  go  on  to  difcourfe  thefe  heads,  I  fliall  only 
premife,  that  the  praftical  and  experimental  underftand- 
ing  of  this  fubje6l,  is  a  matter  of  the  higheft  importance  and 
concern,  in  regard,  as  the  apoftle  tells  us  exprefsly,  Heb.  xi. 
6.  "  Without  faith  it  is  impoflible  to  pleafe  God.*'  With- 
out fome  degree  of  faith,  we  can  never  make  a  fuccefsful  ap- 
proach unto  a  throne  of  grace.  What  was  faid  of  the  If- 
raelites  with  relation  to  the  earthly  Canaan,  that  **  they 
could  not  enter  in  becaufe  of  unbelief,*'  the  fame  may  be  faid 
of  the  greateft  part  of  profeffors  under  the  gofpel,  they  can^ 
not  enter  into  the  holieft  of  fellowftiip  with  God  here,  or  ©£ 
iinmediate  enjoyment  hereafter,  becaufe  of  unbelief  And 
therefore,  I  fay,  the  right  underftanding  and  uptaking  of  this 
fubjeft  muft  be  qf  the  greateft  concern  to  them,  who  have  any 
concern  anent  their  acceptance  with  God.  This  premifed,  I 
proceed  to, 

I.  The  frji  thing  propofed  in  the  method,  which  was,  to 
difcourfe  a  little  of  faith  in  general.  I  fliall  not  ftand  upon 
the  diffeient  kinds  of  faith  that  are  commonly  mentioned, 
fuch  as,  a  hifloricaly  miraculous ^  and  temporary  faith,  which 
may  be  found  in  reprobates  and  temporary  believers  :  our  in- 
quiry at  prefentis  particularly  anent  the  faith  of  God'' s  eleB^ 
which  is  .well  defcribed  in  our  Shorter  Catechifm,  thus: 

*  Faith  in  Jefus  Chrift  is  a  faving  grace,  whereby  we  re- 
ceive and  reft  upon  him  alone,  for  falvation,  as  he  is  of- 
fered to  us  in  the  gofpeU* 
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For  deariog  of  which  defcription^  I  o£Eer  the  few  following 
coiifiderations. 

1.  That  faith  is  afaving  grace*  And  it  is  lo  defigned,  be- 
caufe  it  is  ^^  the  free  gift  of  God/'  £ph.  ii.  8.  It  is  not  the 
produft  of  free-will ;  fuch  a  flower  never  fprung  out  of  the 
foil  of  depraved  nature  \  no,  it  is  one  of  the  prime  operations 
of  the  Spirit,  in  effedlual  calling,  upon  the  fouls  of  God's 
ele^i.  It  is  not  bellowed  upon  any  upon  the  account  of  good  > 
difpofitions  or  qualifications  antecedent  to  itfelf ,  faith  is  the 
fird  grace,  or  the  firfi  ad  of  fpiritual  life,  and,  as  it  were,  the 
parent  of  the  other  graces,  becaufe  it  roots  and  graffs  the 
foul  in  Chrift,  of  whom  alone  our  fruit  is  found.  Before  the 
implantation  of  faith,  nothing  but  atheifm,  enmity,  ignorance^ 
and  unbelief,  overfpreads  the  face  of  the  foul,  "  being  aliena- 
ted from  the  very  life  of  God,  through  the  ignorance  tliat  is 
in  us."  And  therefore,  faith  muft  needs  be  a  grace,  ox  free 
gift  of  God,  beftowed  without  any  antecedent  merit,  good 
d^poiicion,  or  qualification  in  us.  Faith  is  a  faving  grace ; 
becaufe,  wherever  true  faith  is,  there  falvation  is  already  be- 
gun, and  fliall  certainly  be  coufummate  in  due  time.  There 
is  an  infeparable  connexion  ftated,  by  the  ordination  of  Hea- 
ven, between  faith  and  falvation  :  John  iii.  16.  **  God  fo  . 
loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that 
whofoever  believeth  in  him,  fliould  not  perilh  but  have  ever- 
lading  life,"  Mark  xvi.  16.  **  He  that  believeth,  fliall  be 
faved."  When  we  preach  the  everlalHng  gofpd,  making 
offer  of  Chrift  and  his  falvation  unto  every  creature,  we  arc 
at  the  fame  time  to  declare,  that  whofoever  he  be  that  gives 
faith's  entertainment  unto  this  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God, 
ihall  be  faved.  So  that  this  promiie,  eflablifliing  the  connec-  \ 
tion  between  faith  and  f  ilvation,  is  as  extenfive  as  the  offer  of  i 
the  gofpel,  and  is  liot  made  to  believers  exclufively  of  others.  ' 
It  is  certainly  true  .of  every  fon  of  Ada-o,  lying  within  the 
joyful  found  of  a  Saviour,  that  if  he  believe,  lie  fliall  be 
faved.  And  this  we  are  allowed  to  declare  in  the  name  of 
God,  as  an  encouragement  to  every  fiuner  to  receive  and  en- 
tertain our  meffage. 

2,  I  remark  from  this  defcription  of  faith,  that  it  hath 
Ghrift  for  its  main  and  principal  obje6l  j  for  it  is  a  faith  in 
ye/us  Cbrifl.  I'here  is  fuch'  a  fibnefs  betwixt  Chrift  and 
faith,  that  they  cannot  be  feparate.  Take  away  Chrift  from 
faith,  then  faith  i?  but  a  cypher,  and  flands  fi)r  nothing  ;  no- 
thing can  fill  the  eye  or  haiid  of  faith,  but  Chrift  only^  Chrift 
is  the  bread  of  lifp,  faith  is  the  mouth  of  t  le  foul  that  eats 
and  feeds  upon  him  :  Chrift  is  the  myftical  hra'zen  ferpent^ 
faith  the  eye  of  the  foul  that  looks  to  liim  for  healing  ;  Chrift 
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is.  thejirong  hold  caft  open  to  the  prifoners  of  hope,  faith  the 
foot  of  the  loiil  that  runs  in  to  him  for  fhelter :  Chrift  is  out 
:  living  altar^  his  fatisfa6lion  and  intercefEon  like  the  two  horns 
■  of  the  altar,  and  faith^^^j  in  thither  for  fafety  from  the  law 
and  juftice  of  God,  which  purfue  the  finner  for  his  life : 
Chrift  is  the  bridegroom^  and  faith,  like  the  bride^  takes  him 
by  the  hand,  faying.  Even  fo  I  take  him.     In  a  word,  faith 
flights  and  overlooks  every  thing  elfe  to  be  at  Chrift,  faying 
with  David,  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  25.  "  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but 
thee  ?  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I  defire  befides  ihee;'* 
and  with  Paul,  *'  I  defire  to  know  nothing  but  Jefus  Chrift^ 
and  him  crucified.   Yea  doubtlefs,  I  count  all  things  but  lofs, 
for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  my  Lord.'* 
3.  1  remark,  that  faith  is  here  defcribed  to  be  a  receiving 
of  Chrijif  according  to  what  we  have,  John  i.  12.  **  But  as 
many  as  received  him,  to  them  gave  he  power  to  become  the 
fons  of  God,"  &c.    For  underftanding  this,  you  would  know, 
that  Chrift,  the  ever-bleffed  objeft  of  faith,  is  prefented  to  us 
in  the  gofpel  under  a  great  many  different  views  and  afpcSs, 
in  a  correfpondence  unto  which  faith  receives  its  denomina- 
tion.    For  iiiftance.  Is  Chrift  prefented  under  the  notion  of 
I  meat    to    the    hungry   foul  ?    then    faith    is   expreffed    by 
eating.       Is    Chrift    held    out    under    the    notion    of   //- 
ving  waters  <?   then  faith  is  called  a  drinking.     Is  he  held  out 
as  a  refuge  /  then  faith  is  railed  z  fleeing  to  him,  Heb,  vi,  18. 
Is  he  held  out  as  a  garment  to  the  naked  ?  then  faith  is  zput-. 
ting  him  on  for  clothing.   Thus,  I  fay,  according  to  the  afpeft 
-^  in  which  Chrift  is  prefented,  faith  receives  its  name ;  as  the 
fea  receives  its  names  according  to  the  different  countries  or 
fhores  it  wafhes,     Juft  fo  here,  when  Chrift  is  prefented  un- 
der the  notion  of  a  gift^  then  faith  is  called  a  receiving  him  ; 
for  giving  and  receiving  are  correlates,  as  you  fee,  John  iii. 
27.  **  A  man  can  receive  (or  as  in  the  margin,  take  unto  him-m 
Jelf)  nothing,  except  it  be  given  him  from  heaven.     *  Re- 
ceiving, or  taking  of  a  thing,  is  but  ftealth  or  robbery,  where  • 
it  is  not  warrant«?d  by  an  antecedent  giving  or  granting  :  fo  our 
receiving  Chrift  would  be  but  prefumption,  and  a  viciousin- 
tromiffion,  if  he  were  not  given  of  God  to  be  received.  -And 
this  giving  of  Chrift  in  the  revelation  and  ofier  of  the  gofpel, 
is  common  to  all,  and  warrants  all  to  receive  hin).     John  vi. 
32.  fays  Chrift  unto  a  promifcuous  multitude,  the  far  greater 
part  of  whojn  were  unbelievers,  as  is  evident  from  Chrift's 
charadler  of  them,  "  My  Father  (fays  he)  giveth  you  the 
true  bread  from  heaven,"  meaning  himfelf.     We  read,  Pfal. 

cxv. 

*  When  Chrift  is  received  by  us,  he  muft  be  tendered,  given,  granted^ 
or  commanlcaUd  uiit©  us.    Q<wen  •»  tbt  ihry  of  Qbri^,^*  \i.v 
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fcxv.  16.  that  "  God  hath  given  the  earth  to  the  foils  of  men,'* 
f .  €.  he  tirade  a  grant  of  it  unto  them,  to  be  ufed  and  poffefled 
by  them  ;  and  by  virtue  of  this  deed  of  gift  or  grant,  before 
the  earth  came  to  be  fully  peopled,  or  flocked  with  inhabit- 
ants, it  was  lawful  for  a  man  to  take  poffefSon  of  it,  and  ufe 
it  as  his  own.     Juft  fo  here,  God  hathyo  loved  the  world  of 
loft  mankind,  that  he  hath  given  his  only  begotten  Son^  that 
whojoever  of  mankind  loft  helieveth  in  him,  or  receiveth  him, 
Jbould  not  perijh^  hut  have  everlajling  life^  John  iii,  16.     Thisj 
will  not  infer  an  univerfal  redemption :  for  1  do  not  now  fpeakj 
ofthepurchafe  or  application  of  redemption,  which,  without  all,; 
doubt,  is  peculiar  to  the  eleft ;  but  of  that  giving  of  Chrift  in  \ 
the  word,  which  warrants  our  receiving  of  him .    And  this,  paft  | 
all  peradventure,  is  common  to  the  whole  vifible  church,  yea,  to  ' 
all  to  whom  the  revelation  of  Chrift  comes  ;  for  if  there  were  j 
not  fuch  a  giving  of  Chrift  as  warrants  all  to  receive  him,  j 
the  unbelieving  world  could  not  in  juftice  be  condemned  for  / 
rejefting  him.     O  then  let  mount  Zion  rejoice,  and  let  the 
daughters  of^udah  (I  mean  the  vifible  church)  he  glad,  and  • 
.  receive  it  as  a  faithful  faying  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation^ 
that  **  unto  us  a  child  is  born,  unto  us  a  fon  is  given,  whofe 
name  is  called  Wonderful,  Counfellor,  The  mighty  God,  The 
everlafting  Father,  the  Prince  of  peace  :*'  for  thefe  are  **  good 
tidings  of  ^reat  joy  to  all  people,"  If.  ix.  6.  Luke  ii.  to.    Re- 
ceive this  Saviour  who  is  given  to  you ;  and  receive  him  with 
gratitude  and  praife,  warbling  out  that  doxology  with  heart 
and  lip,  **  Thanks  be  unto  God  for  his  unfpeakable  gift." 
And  if  you  do  not,  remember  I  tell  you,  you  will  follow  af- 
ter lying  vanities,  and  flight  your  own  mercy. 

4.  Upon  this  defcription  of  faith,  I  remark,  that  faith  is 
callod  not  only  a  receiving,  but  a  rejling  upon  Chrift :  Pfal. 
xxxvii.  7.  **  Reft  in  the  Lord,  and  wait  patiently  for  him." 
We  are  not,  in  my  opinion,  to  think,  that  receiving  is  one 
2JSi  of  faith,  and  refting  another  a6l  of  it ;  they  are  only  dif- 
ferent expreffions  of  the  fame  applicatory,  juftifying  faith, 
or  (as  fome  will  have  it)  the  reft  of  faith  is  a  continuation 
of  the  reception.  There  are  a  great  many  denominations 
of  faith,  of  the  fame  divine  authority  with  thefe  two  men- 
tioned in  the  anfwer  of  the  Catechifm,  fuch  as,  eating,  drink- 
ing, fleeing,  entering,  coming,  trufting,  &c.  But  thefe  are 
not  different  adls,  but  only  diflerent  exprefliQns  of  the  faving 
aft  of  faith,  making  ufe  of,  or  applying  Chrift  in  a  fuitable- 
nefs  unto  the  view  wherein  he  is  prefented  in  the  word  of 
•  God.  Now,'  as  to  this  expreiGon  of  rejling,  it  leads  us  to 
conceive  of  Chrift  as  a  rock  or  a  ftroiig  foundation,  upon 
Vrhich  we  v^j,  and  ftill  ought  to  lay  the  >Ne\^\X  ol  o\xx  e.N^\- 
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laftittg  concerns,  with  the  greateft  confidetice.  A^cn  we  lay 
our  weight  upon  a  rock,  we  are  not  afraid  tbat  the  rock  fink 
•or  fail  underneath  us :  fo,  in  believing,  the  poor,  weary,  bur^* 
dened  foul,  finding  itfelf  unable  to  (land  upon  its  own  legs^ 
leans  and  reils  upon  this  Rock  of  ages,  being  confident  that 
this  Rock  will  not  fail.  Or  the  expreffion  of  rejling  may  al- 
lude unto  a  man's  refting  upon  a  charter  for  an  eftate,  a  bond 
or  bill  for  a  fum  of  money ;  he  reds  upon  it  as  good  and  fuf- 
ficient  fecurity :  fo  the  foul,  in  believing,  refts  upon  the  fide- 
lity and  veracity  of  a  God  in  Chrift,  pawned  in  the  covenant 
of  grace,  and  promifes  thereof.  He  looks  upon  the  fulnefs 
of  grace  and  truth,  of  merit  and  fpirit  treafured  up  in  Chrift^ 
as  they  are  laid  out  in  the  word  of  faith,  faying,  with  David^ 
**  This  is  all  my  falvation,  and  all  my  defire."  On  which  ac^ 
count,  faith,  Heb.  xi.  i.  is  called  "  the  fubftance  of  things 
hoped  for;"  becaufe  it  rejoices  in  the  promife,  as  though  it 
had  the  thing  prqraifed.  This  rejling  is  equivalent  unto  tru/l^ 
ing,  as  is  evident  from  all  thefe  fcriptures  cited  in  the  Gate-* 
chifm  upon  this  head.  I  fhall  notice  further,  before  I  leave 
this  point,  that  both  thefe  expreffions  of  receivirig  and  rejling^ 
whereby  faith  is  here  defcribed,  do,  in  the  very  nature  of  the 
thing  intended,  carry  an  application  and  appropriation  in 
them  :  for  when  I  receive  a  gift,  I  take  it  as  my  own  pro- 
perty ;  and  when  I  reft  upon  a  charter  or  bond,  I  reft  on  it  as 
my  fecurity :  and  if  this  be  not  allowed,  the  relieving  and 
fupporting  nature  of  faith  is  in  a  great  meafure  loft  ;  without 
it  we  could  never  be  **  filled  with  joy  and  peace  in  believing.** 
I  fliall  only  add,  that  both  thefe  expreflions,  pointing  out  the 
nature  of  faith,  do  fo  defcribe  it,  as  to  put  it  out  of  the  rank, 
or  category  of  works  ;  for  when  a  poor  man  receives  his 
alms,  or  when  a  weary  man  I'efts  him,  he  cannot  in  any  pro- 
priety of  fpeech  be  faid  to  work*  God  will  have  man 
faved,  under  the  new  covenant,  by  fuch  a  mean  and  inftru- 
ment,  that  fo  works  and  boafting  may  be  for  ever  excluded, 
and  grace  alone  for  ever  exalted. 

5.  I  remark,  that  faith  receives  Chrift,  and  refts  upon  him 
alone*  The  poor  foul,  before  the  faving  revelation  ot  Chrift, 
was  grafping  at  empty  fliadovvs,  trufting  in  lying  refuges ; 
and,  like  the  men  of  the  old  world,  when  the  waters  of  the 
deluge  were  upon  the  increafe,  was  running  to  tlris  and  the 
other  "mountain,  where  he  might  be  fafe  from  the  fweliing 
deluge  of  God's  wrath  ;  but  finding  the  waters  to  overflow; 
his  hiding-places,  he  quits  them,  and  flees  to  the  Rock  of 
ages,  faying,  **  In  vain  is  falvation  hoped  for  from  the  hills, 
and  from  the  multitude  of  mountains  :  in  the  Lord  only  is 
the  falvation  of  his  people.     There  is  none  oth^  name  under 
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heaven  given  ampng  men  whereby  to  he  faved,  but  the  name 
of  Jefus."     Every  man  by  nature  being  married  to  the  law  \ 
in  Adam»  is  attesopting  to  climb  up  to  heaven  upon  the  bro-  i 
ken  ladder  of  die  covenant  of  works,  and  to  pafs  the  deluge  \ 
.  of  God's,  wrath  by  the  feUen  bridge  of  the  law.     But  as  fure 
as  the  Lord  lives,  your  attempts  this  way  will  fail  you ;  for 
**  by  the  works  of  the  law,  no  flelh  living  fliall  be  juftified." 
God  has  eftablifhed  a  bridge  of  communication  between  hea- 
ven and  earthy  by  the  obedience,  death,  and  intercef)[ion  of  his 
.eternal  Son  ;    and  every  other  parage  to  heaven  but  this,  .is 
fio!pped  by  the  juftice  and  holinefs  of  God.     John  xiv.  .6. 
fays  Chrift  there,  **  I  am  the  way,  and  the  truth,  and  the 
life :  no  man  cometh  unto  the  Father,  but  by  me." 

6.  Faith  receives  Chrift,  and  refts  upon  him  alone  forfat^ 
vation.  This  points  at  the  end  the  (inner  has  before  him,  in 
his  firH  clofidg  with  Chrift ;  he  €ees  unto  him  for  falvatjion.: 
Ads  XV.  II.  •"  We  believe,  that,  through  the  grace  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  we  fliall  be  faved."  By  /alvation  here, 
we  are  not  fimply  to  underftand  an  eternity  of  happinefs  iri 
the  enjoyment  of  God  after  time,  but  a  falvation  begun  in 
.this  prefent  life ;  falvation  from  the  beginning  of  it  in  rege* 
neration,  till  it  be  confummate  in  glory.  The  foul,  in  b&-\ 
lieving,  refts  upon  Chrift  for  pardon,  which  is  falvatipn  from  \ 
the  guilt  of  liQ,  and  condemnatory  fentence  of  the  law :  it  j 
,refts  on  him  for  fanftification,  which  is  a  falvation  from  thp  \ 
filth  and  power  of  fin ;  for  glorification,  which  is  a  falvation  ' 
.from  the  very  inbeing  of  fin.  Alas  !  the  greateft  pact  qf  thp 
.vifible  church  have  np  other  notion  of  Chrift,  but  only  as  ;a 
.Saviour  to  keep  them  out  of  hell,  and  to  deliver  them  from 
vindiftive  wrath.  It  is  true  indeed,  our  Jefus  faveth  from 
the  wrath  that  is  to  come.  But  how  does  he  that  ?  He  does 
it  by  faving  from  fin  in  the  firft  place  :  **  His  name  (faith  the 
angel)  fliall  be  called  Jefus ;  for  he  fliall  fave  his  people  from 
.their  fins."  His. firft  and  great  bufinefs  was  to  condemn  Jin^ 
-that  arqh- traitor,  and  firft*born  of  the  devil,  Rom.  viii.  3. 
**  to  finifli  tranfgreflion,  and  make  an  end  of  fin.'*  And 
therefore  it  is  a  falvation  from  fin,  in  the  guilt,  and  filth,  and 
.power. of  it,  for  which  faith  receives. Chrift,  and  .refts  upon 
him. 

7. .1  remark,  that  faith  receives  and  refts  upon  Chrift,  "  as 
he  is  offered  to  us  in  the  gofpel.*'  This  offer  of  Chrift, 
though  it  be  laft  named  in  this  d^fcription  of  faith,  yet  it  is 
the -firft  thing,  in  the  order  of  nature,  that  faith  believes ; 
ibr  unlefs  one. believe  that  Chrift  is  offered  to  him  in  parti- 
cular, as  the  gift  of  God,  and. as  a  foundation  of  hope  and 
help,  he  .will  never  .receive  him,  or  reft  on  him  for  falvation* 

YoL.  1.  K  k  '^^^a 


i6r         The  AJfurance  of  Faith ^  opened  and  applied. 

This  is  a  believing  in  order  to  believing  j  a  believing  that 
Chriily  and  falvation  in  him,  is  ceallj  offered,  in  order  to  his 
being  accepted  and  received.  And  therefore  be  verilj  per- 
V.  ^  fuaded,  that  Chrift  is  yours  in  the  offer ^  and  *^  that  God  hath 
/  \  given  to  jou  eternal  life  in  his  Son  ;  for  this  is  the  record  of 
God,"  I  John  v.  xi.  And  unlefe  you  believe  this,  you 
*'  make  God  a  liar,  becaufe  you  believe  not  the  record  that 
God  hath  given  of  his  Son,"  ver.  10.  O  Sirs,  believe  it,  that 
**  unto  you  a  child  is  born,  unto  you  a  fon  is  given,  whofe 
name  is  called  Wonderful,"  &c, ;  and  that  God  hath  given 
him  to  a  loft  world,  in  the  gofpel  offer  and  revelation,  that 
**  whofoever  believeth  in  him,  {hould  not  perifli,  but  have 
everlafting  life,'*  John  iii.  16. 

NeXty  you  may  obferve,  that  it  is  in  the  gofpel  that  this  of- 
fer is  made,  and  this  gift  of  God  is  prefented  unto  you.  What 
^s  the  gofpel,  but  a  word  of  grace,  a  word  of  promife,  a  word 
of  faith,  a  word  of  life  and  falvation  ?  and  **  to  you  is  the 
word  of  this  falvation  fent."  And  in  this  word,  Chrift  and 
his  everlafting  righteoufnefs,  and  all-fufHcient  fulnefs,  is 
brought  near  to  you,  in  order  to  y-our  receiving  and  applying 
him  to  your  own  fouls  by  faith.  You  need  not  climb  up  to 
heaven,  or  dig  into  hell,  in  queft  ©f  a  Saviour ;  for  "  the  word 
is  nigh  thee  (and  Chrift  in  the  word\  even  the  word  of 
of  faith  which  we  preach,"  Rom.  x.  6—9.  As  a  fum  of 
money  is  brought  nigh  to  a  man  in  a  bond  that  is  offered  him, 
fo  is  Chrift  brought  nigh  in  the  word  of  promife  unto  us, 
Afts  ii.  39.  The  promife  is  unto  you^  &c.  And  without  this 
word  of  grace  and  promife,  believing  were  a  thing  impoffible, 
in  regard  faith  could  never  faften  on  Chrift,  or  on  God  ih 
him,  without  this  word  of  faith.  If  I  fliould  bid  you  believe 
that  fuch  a  man  will  give  you  a  fum  of  money,  you  would 
think  me  ridiculous,  unlefs  he  had  given  his  word  that  he 
would  do  it  J  your  faith  or  trnft  couldfnot  faften  upon  hiih'Jwith- 
out  his  word  or  writ  as  the  immediate  ground  thereof:  fo 
here,  our  faith,  truft,  or  confidence,  could  never  find  a  founda- 
tion  without  God's  word  of  grace  and  promife ;  and  in  recei- 
ving his  word,  you  receive  himfelf,  and  all  the  treafures  of 
his  grace  laid  up  in  Chrift,  and  laid  out  to  your  hand  in  the 
word. 

Next,  it  is  confiderable  in  this  branch  of  the  defcription, 
that  faith's  reception  and  application  of  Chrift  muft  be  regu- 
.  lated  by,  and  bear  a  proportion  unto  the  offer  that  is  made  of 
him  i'l  the  gofpel ;  for  here  we  are  told,  that  faith  is  a  recei- 
ving and  refting  upon  him  as  he  is  offered,  &c.  This  quali- 
fies our  reception  of  Chrift,  and  diftinguifhes  the  faith  of  true 
believers,  from  that  of  hypocrites  and  formalifts.  And  therei 
I  -  fore 
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fore  notice  this  as  a  thing  of  the  laft  moment  and  confequence^ 
whether  your  faith  comes  up  to  the  offer,  and  correfponds 
thereunto*  I  fliall  illuftrate  this  in  the  four  following  parti- 
culars* 

i^,  Chrift  is  freeiy  offered  in  the  gofpel :  If.  Iv.  i.  "  Ho, 
every  one  that  thirHeth,  come  ye  to  the  waters ;  and  he  that  hath 
no  money;  conae  ye,  buy,  at»d  eat,  yea,  come,  buy  wine  and  milk 
without  money,  and  without  price."  Rev.  ibdu  17. — **  Who- 
focver  will,  let  him  take  the  water  of  life  freely*"  So  faith 
receives  and  embraces  him  as  theyr*^  gift  of  God.  Beware  of 
thinking  to  buy  the  pearl  with  the  money  and  price  of  your 
works,  duties,  and  good  qualifications  ;  as  if  by  thefe  you 
were  fitted  for  receiving  Chrift,  or  as  if  God  made  you  the  more 
welcome  ;  on  the  account  of  thefe,  to  receive  his  unfpeakable 
^ft  ^  no,  no,  remember  that,  in  the  matter  of  believing,  you  are 
to  (hake  your  hands  from  holding  t)f  fuch  bribes ;  for  the 
pearl  of  great  price  cannot  be  bought  in  fuch  a  way.  It  is 
true,  believing  is  called  a  buying^  If.  Iv.  i.  Rev.  iii.  i8* 
But  then  let  it  be  remembered  what  fort  of  a  buying  it  is  ;  it 
is  a  buying  without  money y  and  without  price.  God's  price  ia . . 
the  market  of  the  gofpel  is  juft  nothing  :  and  yet  this  is  fa 
great  a  matter  with  man,  that  the  pride  of  his  heart  will  not 
allow  .him  to  tell  it  down.  We  cannot  think  of  coming  up, 
I  ihould  rather  fay,  cannot  think  of  coming  down  to  God's 
price ;  I  mean,  of  taking  Chrift  and  falvation  in  him  and 
through  him  for  nothing.  Many  fay  to  God  as  Abram  faid  to 
the  king  of  Sodom,  Gen.  xiv.  23.  "  I  will  not  take  any  thing 
that  is  thine,  from  a  thread  even  to  a  Ihoe-latchet,  left  thou 
Ihouldft  fay,  I  have  made  Abram  rich."  Juit  lo  does  the 
proud  felf-righteous  finner  upon  the  ftiatter  fay  unto  God* 
God  comes  in  a  gofpel -difpe fiction,  faying.  Come,  finners,  I 
fee  yon  are  "  wretched,  miferable,  poor,  blind,  and  naked  :'* 
you  have  nothing  to  give  me  as  an  equivalent  for  life,  righ- 
teoufnefs,  arid  falvation ;  and  therefore  I  feek  no  money  or 
price  from  you,  but  make  a  free  gift  of  my  Son,  and  his  wliole 
fulnefs,  for  nothing ;  only  take  him  as  my  free  gift,  and  he 
and  all  that  comes  along  with  him  is  vour  own  for  ever-  No, 
fays  the  pride  of  the  heart,  **  I  am  rich,  and  increafed  with 
goods,  I  ftand  in  need  of  nothing"  at  God's  hand :  if  God 
will  give  me  life  upon  the  terms  of  the  firlt  covenant,  as  it 
was  granted  to  Adam  ;  or  if  (becaufe  I  am  already  a  finner, 
and  incapable  of  yielding  a  perfedl  and  finlefs  obedience)  God 
will  lower  the  terms  of  the  covenant  of  works,  and  grant  me 
an  intereft  in  Chrift  and  falvation  for  my  adl  of  believing,  or 
on  the  fcore  of  n)y  honeft  aims  and  good  meanings,  or  fincere 
endeavours,  I  am  well  content*      But   to  take  Chrift    and 
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eternal  Kfe  for   nothing    is    what   the  proud    legal  heart 
cannot    ftoop    to.      O   what    a    curfed   averfion    is    there 
in  the  heart  of  man  againft  his  being  a  debtor  unto  grace, 
and  grace  only  !    To  buy  without  moneyy  and  without  price, 
is  a  ttijRtry  which  the  felfifh  heart  of  man  cannot  com- 
prehend.    But,  Sirs,  faith  is  a  grace  that  comes  to  get,  and 
/  not  to  give :  or  if  it  give  any  thing,  it  is  the  ills  of  the  foul  ; 
I    but  nothing  of  good  does  it  pretend  to  give.     The  (inner,  ia 
\ '  believing,  upon  the  matter  fays.  Lord,  I  give  thee  nay  Jolly y 
]  and  take  thee  for  my  only  wifdom  ;  \  give  thee  my  gmk'y  that 
(  thou  may  be  the  Lord  my  righteoiifncfs  ;  I  give  thee  my  de*^ 
;  JilementSy  and  take  thee  ior  fanBification ;  I  give  thee  my 
chains  ^nA  fetters^  that  I  may  be  indebted  to  thee  for  redemp- 
tion and  liberty  ;  I  give  thee  my  poverty^  and  take  thee  for 
Tby  only  tiches  ;  I  give  thee  vtif  wieked^  wanderings  hardy  and 
deteitful  hearty  that  thou  mayft  give  me  the  new  heart  and  iiew 
fpirit  promifed  in  thy  covenant,;*  Thus,  I  fay,  Chrift  is  freely 
'  offered,  and  muft  he  freely  received, 

idly^  Chrift  is  offered  wholly ^  an:  undivided  Chrift  is  offer-k 
cd,  and  thus  aifo  he  muft  b6  received.  There  are  fome  who, 
itk  thtii  profdffed  and  pretended  way  of  believing,  do  as  it 
wete  fealv6  aftd  divide  Chrift.  Some  do  fo  far  receive  him  as 
2fpt6phei^  that  they  ftibmit  to  the  teaching  of  his  word,  and 
thereby  tottit  to  at^uire  a  great  deal  of  fpeculative  know- 
ledge in  the  things  of  God  ;  but,  being  unacquainted  with  the 
teaching  <yf  his  Spirit,  they  never  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
^  the  truth  as  it  is  Hi  y^fus.  And  hence  it  comes  that  they  nc* 
ver  flee  to  Mm  as  %  pifopitiation^  or  fubmit  unto  his  autho* 
rify  as  a  KiAg  anfd  a  Law- giver :  for  the  execution  of  the  pro* 
pA^tical  officii,  paves  the  way  for  his  reception  both  as  a  Prieft 
a<id  King.  Soine  again  profeffedly  receive  Chrift  as  a  Priejl, 
tb  fev©  thettf  from  hell  and  the  curfe  ;  but,  by  continuing 
in  their  ignorance  under  a  gofpel-revelation,  and  walking  ac- 
cording to*  the  Courfe  of  this  wotld^  and  not  according  tof  the 
la^s  of  Chrift,  they  do  evidently  rt]e&.  him,  both  as  a  Pro- 
phet and  King.  Others  again,  and  I  fear  too  many  irr  our 
dfty,  dtf  profeffedly  receive  Chrift  as  a  King  and  Law-giver , 
to  the  prejudice  of  his  ptieftly  office,  while  they  imagine,  by 
their  obedience  to  his  Isiw,  particularly  the  new  gofpel-lafv  of 
faith  and  repentance  (as  fonrje  call  it),  to  purchafe  a  title  to? 
falt-atlort ;  by  which  means  they  either  totally  exclude  the 
righteouinefs  of  Chrift,  or  mingle  in  their  own  ads  of  faith 
and  repentance  with  the  righteoufitefs  of  Chrift,  in  the  affair 
of  acceptance  and  juftification  before  God  :  in  both  which 
cafes,  "  Chrift  can  profit  them  nothing ;  tliey  are  fallen  from 
grace,"  as  the  apoftle  exprefsly  declares.  Gal.  v.  2.  4.  Thus, 
4  fay,  many  pretended  believers  halve  and  divide  the  office^ 
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of  Chrift.  But  is  Ghrift  divided  /  No  ;  a  whole,  an  entire 
and  undivided  Chrift  muft  be  received,  or  no  Chrift  at  all ; 
.  there  is  nothing  of  Chrift  that  a  believing  foul  can  want.  It 
is  true  indeed,  the  firft  flight  of  a  poor  awakened  foul,  fleeing 
from  the  face  of  the  law  and  juftice  of  God,  is  to  Chx-ift  as  n 
Priejl }  becaufe  here,  and  here  only,  it  fihds  relief  and  flxclter 
under  the  covert  of  everlafting  righteoufnefs.  But  at  the 
fame  moment  in  which  receives  him  as  a  Prieft  for  juftifica- 
tion,^  it  fubmits  unto  his  kinglj  authority,  faying,  as  the  men 
of  Ifrael  did  unto  Gideon,  **  Rule  thou  over  us  : — for  thoulhaft 
delivered  us  out  of  the  hands  of  our  enemies.  O  Lord  our 
God,  other  lords  befides  thee  have  had  dominion  over  us :  but 
by  thee  only  will  we  now  make  mention  of  thy  name." 

^dljy  Chrift  is  offered  particularly  unto  every  one  of  the 
hearers  of  the  gofpelj  and  accordingly  faith  receives  him  wiih 
particular  application.  The  general  call  and  offer  reaches 
every  individual  perfon  ;  and  God  fpeaks  to  every  finner  as 
particularly  as  though  he  named  him  by  his  name  and  fir- 
name-:  Remiffion  of  fin  is  preached  to  you  ;  we  befeech  you 
to  be  reconciled ;  the  promife  is  unto  you.  And,  for  my 
party  I  do  not  know  what  fort  of  a  gofpel  men  make,  who  do 
not  admit  this.  Now,  I  fay,  faith,  which  is  the  echo  of  the 
gofpel  offer  and  call,  muft  needs  receive  an  offered  Chrift  and 
falvation,  with  particular  •  application  to  the  foul  itfelf.  For 
a  perfon  to  reft  in  a  general  perfuafion  that  Chrift  is  offered 
to  the  church,  or  offered  to  the  eleft,  or  a  perl'ualion  of  God's 
ability  and  readinefs  to  fave  all  that  come  to  Chrift,  is  ftill 
but  a  general  faith,  and  what  devils,  reprobates,  and  hypo- 
crites may  have.  Man,  woman,  Chrift  ftands  at  thy  door, 
thou  in  particular,  even  thou  art  called  and  commanded  to 
believe  in  the  name'  of  the  Son  of  God.  Here  ires  the  great 
pinch  and  ft  rait  of  believing :  the  convinced  and  awakened 
foul,  through  the  policy  of  Satan,  and  the  workings  of  a  de- 
ceitful heart,  thrufts  away  the  word  of  grace  and  faith,  as 
not  pertaining  unto  it ;  till  God,  by  the  power  of  his  Spirit, 
irradiate  the  word,  and  irradiate  the  mind  of  the  finner,  let- 
ting the  man  fee  that  to  him  the  word  of  this  falvation  is  fent : 
and  then  he  believes  with  particular  application,  not  onlv 
good- will  to  man  upon  earth,  but  gpod-will  to  me  ;  Chrift  is 
offered  to  mc^  and  therefore  I  take  him  lor  my  own  Saviour ; 
the  promife  and  covenant  is  directed  unto  ni(,  and  therefore  I 
embrace  it  as  my  fecurity.  But,  perhaps,  more  of  this  under 
tlie  fecond  general  head. 

i^thlyy  God  is  hearty^  and  in  good  carnejl^  \\\  Iiis  offers  of 
Chrift,  and  his  falvation.  O  Sirs  !  do  not  think  that  a  God 
of  truth  idiffembles  with'you,  when  he  makes  offer  of  his  un- 
fpeakable  gifr,  or  that  he  offers  a  thing  to  yov\  \\\\\d\V^\\'3^^ 
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vo  mind  to  give.  He  fays,  yea,  he  fwears  with  the  greatefl 
loleinriity,  by  his  very  life,  that  he  is  in  good  earneft,  and  has 
no  pleafure  in  your  deatii.  And  after  this,  to  think  that  he 
is  not  in  earneft,  what  elfe  is  it,  bat  to  charge  a  God  of  truth 
with  lying  and  perjury  ?  There  cannot  be  a  greater  affront 
offered  to  a  man  of  common  veracity.  How  criminal  then 
muft  it  be  to  impute  fuch  a  thing  to  him,  for  whom  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  lie,  and  wiio  liates  all  fraud  and  diflimulation  in 
others  with  a  perfedt  hatred?  Thus,  I  fay,  God  is  in  good 
earneft  in  his  offers  of  Chrift  ;  fo  faith  is  hearty,  and  in  good 
earneft  in  receiving  and  applying  him  :  "  with  the  heart  man 
believeth  unto  righteoufnefs."  God*s  whole  heart  and  his 
whole  foul  is  in  the  offer  and  promife  of  the  gofpel,  ^er. 
xxxii.  41.  4  atid  is  it  not  reafonable  that  we  fhould  give  him 
a  meeting,  by  believing  with  the  whole  heart  and  foul  ?  It  is 
not  one  faculty,  but  all  the  powers  of  the  foul  do  jointly  con- 
•cur  in  this  bufinefs  of  believing ;  though,  indeed,  to  fpeak  aci-. 
curately,  with  the  learned  and  judicious  Dr  Owen,  *  Faith  is 
in  tlie  uederftanding  in  refped  of  its  being  and  fubfiftence,  in 
the  will  and  heart,  in  refpect  of  its  ededual  operation.*  This 
much  fliall  ferve  for  th^Jirft  thing  propofed,  namely,  ibme 
account  of  the  nature  oi  faith  in  gcneraL 


CHAP.     HI.  1 

Of  the  Assurance  of  Faith. 

|T    *Tn  l^Y^fecond  thing  in  the  method  was  to  fpeak  a  little 
X     of  the  ASSURANCE  of  faith.     And  what  I  have  to 
offer  upon  this  head,  1  fliall  endeavour  to  reduce  under  thefe 
live  propofitions  following* 

Propqfition  i.  Is  this.  That  in  this  faith  (which  I  have 
been  defcl-ibing)  there  is  a  twofold  certainty  or  affurance,  viz, 
of  ajjent  and  application.  Tlie  former  neceffarily  fuppofes  an 
affurance  of  underftanding,  or  of  knowledge.  Col.  ii.  2.  The 
apoftle  there  fpeaks  oi  the  full  affurance  <f  underjlandingy  which 
every  Chriftian  ought  to  breathe  after,  and  which  every  be- 
liever hath  in  a  greater  or  leffer  meafure;  for  it  is  only  "  they 
that  know  his  nanie  that  will  put  their  truft  in  him,"  Pfal.  ix. 
10.  This  affurance  of  underftanding,  as  I  take  it,  lies  in  an 
iiptaking  of  the  reality  and  excellency  of  things  divine  and 
fupernatural  :  there  is  a  beam  of  the  glorious  Sun  of  righte- 
oufnefs  darted  in  upon  the  man's  foul,  who  before  was  fitting 
Uk  darkncfs,  and  in  the  regions  of  the  fliadow  of  death  ;  where- 
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by  he  that  was  darkmfs  in  the  abftr'a^l,  becomes  light  in  the 
Lord.  He  comes  now  to  fee  things  fpiritual  in  another  light 
than  formerly ;  he  enters,  as  it  were,  into  a  new  world  of 
wonders,  upoi\  which  account  we  are  faid  to  be  *'  called  out 
of  darknefs  into  God's  marvellous  light."  Perhaps  th6  maa 
.  had,  before  this,  fome  dreaming,  floating,  fuperficial  notions 
of  thefe  things  ;  he  heard  of  them  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear  : 
but  now  his  eyes  fee  them  ;  and  he  fees  as  great  a  reality  ia 
things  invifible  and  eternal,  as  though  he  faw  them  with  his 
blodily  eyes.'  This  is  called  by  the  apoftle,  Heb.  xi.  i.  thr 
'evidence  of  things  not  feen.  There  is  fuch  a  certainty  here,  as 
amounts  to  a  demonftration ;  fo  that  you  may  as  foon  per- 
fuade  a  man  that  it  is  midnight,  when  the  mid-day  fun  is 
fhining  upon  him  in  full  fplendour,  as  perfuade  a  man  in  the 
lively  exercife  of  faith,  that  there  is  not  a  reality  and  excel- 
lency in  things  fupernaturally  revealed.  This  is  fo  e^entiat 
to  faith,  that  very  commonly  under  the  Old  Teftament,  and 
frequently  alfo  under  the  New,  faith  receives  its  denomina- 
tion therefrom.  If.  liii.  11.  Jer.  xxxi.  34.  John  xvii.  3. 

But,  to  eome  a  little  more  clofe  to  the  purpofe  in  hand,  i^. 
There  is,  I  fay,  in  faith  an  aflu ranee  of  affenty  whereby  the 
man  affuredly  believes  whatever  God  has  faid  in  his  word  t6 
be  true ;  and  that  not  upon  the  teftin^ony  of  men,  of  mini- 
fters,  or  angels,  but  upon  the  teftimony  and  authority  of  th« 
God  of  truth,  for  whom  it  is  impoffible  to  lie,  fpeaking  ia 
his  own  word,  and  faying,  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  But  in  a 
particular  manner  the  foul  gives  its  affent  unto  the  truth  of 
the  gofpel,  and  the  revelation  of  the  word,  concerning  the 
perfon,  natures,  offices,  undertakings,  and  performances  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  the  Redeemer,  Surety,  and  Saviour 
of  loft  finners.  The  man*d  underllanding  being  enlightened 
with  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  and  having  got  a  view  of  him 
by  the  Spirit  of  wifdom  and  revelation,  he  finds  it  to  be  all 
true  that  God  has  faid  of  Chrift  in  the  word ;  fo  that  he  can- 
not fliun  ill  this  cafe  to  join  iflue  with  the  apoftle,  "  This  is  in- 
deed a  faithful  faying,  that  Chrift  Jefus  came  into  the  world  to 
fa  ve  finners,.*'  iTim.  i.  1 5.  He  fees  the  truth  and  veracity  of  God 
fo  much  engaged  in  the  covenant  and  promifes  thereof,  tliat 
they  are  more  firm  than  the  everlaftirig  mountains  and  per- 
petual hills,  If.  liv.  10.  Now,  this  certainty  of  affent  is,  in- 
fcripture-dialedl,  called  a  hcliemng  the  report  of  the  gnfpel^  If. 
liii.  I. ;  a  receiving  the  record  of  God,  1  John  v.  10.  ii.  j  a 
fettingto  the  feal,  that  God  is  true,  John  iii,  33. 

idly.  There  is  in  faith  an  affurnace  of  application,  or  appro- 
priation, expreffed  frequently  in  fcripture  by  a  rcjling,  a  tru[i'- 
ing  or  confining  in  the  Lord,  aad  the  veracity  of  his  wovd  oC 
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grace  and  promife.  Bj  this  aft  of  faith,  the  foul  takes  home 
the  pronaife,  and  embraces  i^  as  a  good  and  fufficient  fecurity 
to  itfelf.  It  is  faid(of  the  Old  Teftament  worthies,  Heb.  ni. 
13.  that  they  were  "  perfuaded  of  the  promifcs,  and  embraced 
them."  Their  faith  in  the  promife  was  a  perfuafion,  or  afient 
with  appropriation  thereof  to  their  own  fouls,  iofomuch  that 
they  looked  upon  the  promife  as  their  fubftance  :  and  hence 
is  that  which  we  )iave  in  the  ift  verfe  of  that  chapter.  Faith 
is  the  fyhjlance  of  things  hoped  for'*  This  applicatory  aft  of 
faith,  wherein  the  very  life,  foul,  and  fweetnefs  of  fa,ith  lies^ 
is  pleafantly  expreffed  and  illuftrate  in  David.  God  had 
made  a  promife  to  him  of  the  crown  and  kingdom  of  Ifrael, 
which  bore  up  his  fpirits,  when,  through  the  rage  and  fury  of 
Saul,  he  was  hunted  like  a  partridge  upon  the  mountains  ; 
and  viewing  the  promife,  and  the  fidelity  of  the  promifer,  hp 
cries  out,  Pfal.  Ix.  6.  "  God  hath  fpoken  in  his  holinefs,  J 
will  rejoice  :"  and  becaufe  I  have  the  fecurity  of  his  promife 
I  dare  fay  it  with  confidence  and  affurance,  '*  Gilead  is  mine, 
and  Manaffeh  is  mine>"  In  like  nxanner,  true  faith,  it  appror 
priates  the  mercy  of  God  in  Chrift  to  the  foul  itfelf  in  par- 
ticular, upon  the  ground  of  the  free  and  faithful  promife  of 
4Sod..  I  might  here  demonftrate,  that  the  ft  ream  of  our  beft 
Proteftant  divines  concur  in  their  fentiments  as  to  this  .mat«- 
ter  :  I  ihall  only  at  prefent  quote  the  definition  of  faith  givea 
hj  the  great  and  judicious  Dr  Owen,  in  his  Catechifm,  or 
Principles  of  the  DoBrine  of  Chrift  ;  where,  having  moved  the 
queftion,  *  What  is  juftifying  faith  ?'  His  anfwer  is,  *' A  gra- 
cious refting  on  the  free  promifes  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus  for 
jnercy,  with  a  firm  perfuafion  of  heart,  that  God  is  a  repon^ 
ciled  Father  jto  us  in  the  Son  of  bis  love.'  For  proof  of  whicb 
he  cites,  i  Tim.  i.  16.  John  xiii.  15.  John  xix.  25.  Rom.  iv^.^^. 
Heb.  iv.  16.  Rom.  viii.  38.  39.  Gal.  ii.  20.  2  Cor.  v.  20,  %i. 

And  on  the  margin  he  has  thefe  words, -*  Of  this  faith 

the'  Holy  Spirit  is  the  eflicient  caufe,  the  word  the  inftrui- 
mental,  the  law  indire£lly,  by  difcovering  our  mifery,  the 
gofpel  immediately,  by  holding  forth  a  Saviour.  Faith  (adds 
he)  is  in  the  underflanding  in  refpeS:  of  its  being. and  fubfift*. 
encc,  in  the  will  and  heart  in  refpe^l  of  its  efFeSual  working.** 
According  to  this  account  of  faith,  this  afiurance  I  fpeak  of^ 
viz.  a  perfuafion  of  the  proniife  with  appropriation  (as  the 
judicious  Calvin  fpeaks),  can  no  more  be  feparate  frpia 
faith,  than  liglit  can  be  feparate  from  the  fun.  It  take» 
home  the  grace  and  mercy  of  God  to  the  foul  in  particular, 
which  before  lay  in  common  in  the  offer  of  the  gofpel.  And 
without  this  particular  application,  the  offer  and  promife  of 
the^oipel  can  ftand  us  in  no  itead  s  but  is  like  a  price  put  m 
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t)xe  band  of  a  fool^  who  has  no  heart  to  it.  Our'  meat  fet  be^ 
lore  us  will. never  ifeed  us,  unlefs  it  be  applied  hj  eating  it; 
fo  ^  except  we  eat  the  fiefb,  and  drink  the  blood  of  the  Son 
,of  man,"  bj  an  applying  faith,  we  have  no  K/e  in  tis.  What- 
ever excellency  there  be  in  Gilead's  balm,  it  will  never  re*- 
tover  the  hurt  of  the  daughter  of  Zion,  unlefs  it  be  ufed  by 
£dth.  Faith  anfwers  and  correfponds  unto  the  word  of  faith, 
as  the  feal  and  the  wax  anfwer  to  one  another,  2^ch.  xiii.  9. 
•*  I  will  fay.  It  is  my  people  ;  and  they  fliall  fay.  The  Lord 
is  my  God."  Faith  wiU  not.  quit  its  My's,  though  all  the 
world  ihould  fay  againft  it.  The  marrow  of  the  gofpel  (as 
Luther  obferves)  is  in  thete  pronouns,  msum,  nostrum,  my 
and  our.  He  bids  us  read  thefe'^^h  great  empbaiis.  TolU 
eneum,  \3  tolk  Deum,  tiys  another,  ^'  Take  away  property, 
and  you  take  away  God,  take  away  Chrift."  It  is  the  com- 
mon dialed  of  faith  in  fcripture,  to  vent  itfelf  in  words  of 
appropriation  ;  it  has  a  peculiar  pleafure  and  fatisfadtion  in 
thefe  words,  my  and  our,  and  rolls  them  in  its  mouth  like  a 
fweet  morfel.  See  how  fweetly  David  harps  upon  this  firing, 
Pfal,  xviii.  1.2.  no  lefs  than  eight  times  in  a  breath  does  he 
repeat  his  appropriating  my,  **  My  ftrength,  my  rock,  my 
fortrefs,  my  deliverer,  my  God,  my  ftrength,  my  buckler, 
the  horn  of  my  falvation,  and  my  high  tower*'*  Yea,  fo  te- 
nacious is  faith  in  this  matter,  that  it  will  maintain  its  my^s 
in  the  face  of  a  hiding  and  frowning  God:    Ffal.  xxii.   i. 

IVty  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me  ?"  J^y  is  a 
word  of  faith,  fays  Flavel  on  the  text.  So  If.  xlix.  14.  ^'  Zi» 
on  faid,  the  Lord  hath  forfaken  me,  and  my  Lord  hath  for- 
gotten me."  But  I  need  not  ftand  to  offer  more  inftanccs  of 
this  kind,  feeing,  as  one  obferves,  faith  in  fcripture  expreff* 
eth  itfelf  by  thefe  two  words,  my  and  our,  no  lefs  than  about 
-three  hundred  tiaies. 

Thus  you  fee  what  kind  of  affurance  there  is  in  faith, 
namely,  an  affurance  or  certainty  of  ajffent  and  applicatioum 
The  firft  may  be  found  in  a  great  meafure,  and  in  fome  fort, 
in  devils  and  reprobates :  the  laft  is  of  a  diftinguiihing  nature, 
and  peculiar  only  to  the  faith  of  God's  eled,  and  of  his  ope- 
ration ;  though  indeed  fome  fliadow  of  it  alfo  may  be  found 
in  the  prefumptuous  faith  of  hypocrites  \  of  which  we  may 
fpeak  afterward.  Knowledge  and  affent  are  preparatory  to- 
ward that  application,  wherein  the  very  foul  of  faving  and 
juftifying  faith  doth  lie.  And  when  we  fpeak  of  them  one 
after  another,  it  is  not  as  if  they  were  really  feparate  in  the 
foul's  exercife ;  for  I  take  them  up  as  one  complex  undivid- 
ed aft  of  the  foul.  In  the  very  firft  view  and  relation  of 
Chrift.  by  the  word  and  Spirit,  the  foul  cannot  {h\xi\  %o  cx-f 
€>jir  with  Thomas,  My  Lord,  and  my  Goct%    1  ^o  \xoX  \Si^^^ 
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•tjbsit  tfie  fotil  tl-vrajfi)  in  the  firft  moment  oF  beiieving^ 
4!bat  lnengtli^  as  to  elxprdfe  itCelf  fo  with  tbo  aomh  ;  bat  C 
«aeaft»  this  is  Wh«t  &idi  waittld  ikjr^  could  it  get  up  k^^^hoMi 
ftom  under  the  Tosd-  «tf  tmbelkf  and  iadwellag  «otjrupcioiv 

herewith  k  is  oTerpowetedv 

Jhtrjpoj/ktBn  2.  I  ofier,  is  this.  That  there  i»  a  great  diS^ 
itftthot  betwixt  the  fifftftmiice  of  J^i,  (wliidi  I  have  wm 
•4eicribed)>  and  the  ftfluvanee  <^  fet^^^  which  foUaws  n^iem 
fkn^.  llie  aSut^ance  ^  fftith  is  a  i»^f^;,  but  the  ttTwsnoe  cC 
ftfife  ifs  ft  r{^  aA  ^f  the  foul.  The  afiurance  of  faith  kacb 
its  ebjeft  and  IbutirdAtion  from  wiiBeui,  bat  that  of  fenfe  h«(ft 
them  wilBin.  The  <>bjeA  of  the  affnraMce  of  &ith  is  a  £!ft*^ 
Tnealed,  promi/edj  and  ^ff^ed  in  the  w&rd  ;  the  objed  of  the 
fiffftrancte  of  fe^fe  is  a  Cbrifi  farmed  witUn^  ut  iy  tie  iSTo^^ 
Spkit.  The  aifuvahoe  of  fakh  is  the  vaufi^  that  of  fenfe  ift 
«^e  effhB\.  the  Srft  is  die  r&or;  and- the  other  is  the  Jhdii, 
The  affisranteof  fouh  eyes  the  ptt)mife  in  \ts  J^iKtj^  flow^ 
fegfrom  tht  wraeitydt^  promifer ;  the  aflutaiiee  of  fenfi^ 
jkeyes  the  promise  in  its  ttiitml  ^ccompHJhfnent^  Ry  the  aC^ 
France  of  fakb,  Abtidiam  bdie<red  that  he  ihouSd  hkv^  a  &l^ 
in  his  t>ld  age,  becanfe  God  who  cannot  lie  had  ppomifed  ^ 
iJttt  by  die  afluranee  of  fonicy  he  believed  k  when  he  go^ 
ffaac  in  his  armsv  By  the  fitft,  Noah  was  fore  that  he  and;. 
h\&  family  flronld  not  peri&  in  the  waters  of  thedehige ;  buJt 
hy  the  laft^  he  was  aifiired  of  it^  when  the  arkb  lefled  upon' 
Che  mountains  of  Ararat,-  and  the  wateiv  were  withdrawn 
again  iato  iheir  proper  ehamieli^^  By  the  foittier,  the  betiei- 
•ving  IftaeKtes  were  affured,  that  Canaan  fliould  be  their  pO& 
feffion,  becanfe  God  had  made  a  grant  and  a  deed  of  gift  of 
it  to  thcrn  in  hrs  promrfc  5  by  the  iatter  they  were  aSured  of 
hy  when  they  paflSwl  Jordan^  overthrew  the  old  inhabitaiKs;.  ■ 
and  divided  the  good  land  by  lot,  as  the  inheritance  of  the 
tribes  of  Ifrad.  Tinnc  would  fail  nie>  to  illuftrate- this  mat- 
ter l^y  inllances  that  ftand  tipon  record  in  the  facred  oracles • 
Faith  aflerts  its  intereft  in  a  futurt  goody  becaufe  ptomiftSi 
fenfe  aflfeiPts  its  intereft  in  a  prefint  goody  becaufe  pejffeffed^ 
Faith  fays.  My  Gefd  *a>iil  hear  me  ;.  fenfe  fajrs,.  "  My  God 
hath  heard  me/'  Faith  faysy  "  He  will  bring,  me  &rth  to 
the  light,  and  I  {hall  behold  his  rightcoufiicfs ;"  fenfe  fays,  • 
**  He  hath  brought  nwe  forth  to  the  light,  and  I  do  behold  his^ 
righteoufnefs."  Again,  faith  is  converfant  about  things  that 
are  notfeen^  and  hoped  for  ;  feiife  is -converfant  about  thing* 
feefiy.  and  a^ually  enjoy edp  Faith  fays,  **  He  is  my  God,  be- 
caufe he  has  faid  in  the  covenant,  /  wiG  he  their  God  ;^^  fenfe 
again  fays,  **  He  is  my  God,  becaufe  /  know  my  foul  haa 
iaid  unto  the  Lord^  He  is  my  Lord.'^    Faith  afTureS'  the  fou£ 
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<irFthe  remiiEoA  of  fios  in  the  bkod  of  the  l.amby  becaufis  God 
lias  fadd,  ^  1  wilt  he  merciful  to  their  njirigh^oii&ifsy  and 
^tbcir  fins  and  thetf  ioiqutties  will  I  remember  na  more;** 
•feafe  again  aflures  the  foul  of  remiffiony  beeaoie  of  the  »& 
matitms-  of  pardon  hi  fome  finfiih  fmiles  of  the  Lord*&  coiuw 
iBRance,  and  fome  &viag  operations  of  hi^  grace.  By  fnith  I 
^liove  mj  falvation^  becatffe  it  is:  fitrchaji^  prami/edy  and 
;pOjffijffidhj  mj  gleriotts  head  Chrift  Jefus:  bat  by  ienfe  i 
believe  mj  falmuioBy  beeaafe  IJUidihis  &lvatian  sriready  fo« 
jptm  in  a  work  of  regeneration,  and  advuncmg  in  a  vioxk,  of 
fiuiAification»  ^  being  confident  of  this  very  tbing,  that  he 
^Krhich  hath  begun  the  good  work,  will'  pec^fbrna  it  nntil;  the 
Ay  of  JeftisChrtft." 

Propo/Uion  3.  The  aSbrance  of  faith  wiH  ftand  its  ^oundl^ 
-wheoi  the  affiiraace  of  Jfenfe.  is  quite  \o9L  and  gone.  A  clear 
'inftaace  ef  this  we  have  in  Chrift,  when  there  was  a  total 
•edipfe  of  £enfible  manileftations,  yea,  nothing  bat  a  lowering 
oload  of  vlndiflive  wrath  >fmrounding  and  breaking  upooi 
iiim  aa  aor  Surety^  yet,  at  that  fame  tin»^  the  afluraiiee  of 
fiutk  maintains  the  claim,  and  repeats  it,  fajring.  My.-  Gody  myt 
'^OoiL;  upoathe  ground  not  only  of  his  eternal  Sonfliip,  biiit 
cf  the  pronaife  the  Father  had  made  to  him,  PfaL  Ixxxis  2& 
"^  He  ihaU  cry  unto  me,  Thou  art  my  Father,  my  God;  and 
4berock  of  n^y  ialTati^a***  And  left  you  ihonU  tlunk  this 
waa  a  thin^;  peculiar  unto  the  btad^  fee  an  irtftance  of  it  alfo 
itt  iht^'hurcky^  which  is  his  body,  If.  xlix.  14^  ^  ^ibn  £ud^ 
^e  X4)rd  hath  fdriaken  me,  and  my  Lord  hath  forgotten  me^* 
Ilpoa  which  the  holy  Ruthecford  fweetly  g^lofles  to  this  pur* 
Jiofe ;  ■*■  He  may  be  a  forgetting  and  withdrawing  God  to  my 
■foelkig;  and  yet  to  my  ^h,  MX  Goi^  and  MX  LfUia :  even 
^as  the  wife  may  bdieve  the  angry  and  farfaking  hufband  is 
ikiH  her  htt&and.'  Heman,  Pf^U.  IxscsviiL  is  fo  far  deferted 
aa  to  ieafible  prefence,  that  he  is,  as  to  riis  own  feeling,  ^  laid 
isk  the  loweft  pit,  in  darknefs,  in  the  deeps,'*  .ver.  6»  Yea^ 
wtu  7..  hjs  adds,  ^  Thy  wrath  lieth  hard  upon  me.;  and  thoa 
haft- afflided  me  with  aU  thy  waves.*'  And,  vez.  £5.  .16.  17V 
■**  Whik  1  fitfier  thy  terrors,  1  am  diftra^edi  Thy  fierce 
locoath  goeth.  aver  tne^  thy  terrors  have  out  me  off.  '^^^ 
•cam^  found  about  me  daily  like  water,  tbey  compstdedi  me 
aboat  together^'"  What  lower  could  a  child  of  God  be 
brought,  on  thi&  fide  of  hell  ?  and  yet  faith,  amidil  all  thefe 
vcloods,  Heps  in  with  its  appropriating  mjy  ver..  i.  ''  Q  Lord 
God  of  my  falvatiofii."  And^uly,  if  there  were  not  fome 
lexhilerating  certainty  in  feith,  a^ingupon  the  unalterable 
tfovenant,  in  fuch  cloudy  and  difmal  difpenfations,  I  know 
SMt  what  could  ke^p  the  believer  from  running  into  utter 
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defpair.  Biit  the  grace  of  faith  will  venture  the  foul'd  &G^ ' 
ty  upon  the  ftrong  plank  of  the  promifc^  even  when  feiifible 
confolations  are  quite  dafhed  to  pipoes,  hj  the  angry  billows 
of  outward  and  inward  trouble,  Ukc  two  feas,  meeting  upon 
the  believer.  David  had  the  experience  of  this,  Pfal.  zxvii. 
13.  '^  I  had  fainted,  unlefs  I  had  believed  to  fee  the  good« 
iicfe  of  the  Lord  in  the  land  df  the  living."  Hence  alfo  it  is, 
that  th6  Lord  direAs  his  people  to.  the  exercife  of  faith  in 
fnch  a  cafe.  If.  1.  io.  ^'  Who  is  amcmg  jou  that  feareth  the 
I^rd,  that  obeyeth  the  voice  of  his  fervant,  that  walketh  in 
darknefs,  and  liath  no  light  ?  let  him  truft  in  the  name  of  the 
I«ord,  and  ftay  upon  his  God." 

Propqfition  4.  When  we  fpeak  of  the  aflurance  of  faith,  it 
is  not  to  be  fo  underftood,  as  if  every  one  that  has  faith  were 
pcrfcdly  free  of  doubting.  This,  1  apprehend,  is  what  icares 
many  at  this  doftrine  of  the  aflurance  of  faith.  They  think, 
that  if  there  be  an  afiurance  in  the  eflence  of  faith,  then  it 
"Would  follow,  that  every  true  believer  behoved  always  to 
liave  fuch  aflurance  as  to  be  free  of  doubting ;  which  lies 
crofs  to  the  experience  of  the  generation  of  the  righteous* 
But  this  objedion  goes  upon  a  palpable  miflake,  as  if  faith 
and  a  believer  were  one  and  the  fame  thing.  Wc  do  indeed 
afiert,  that  there  is  no  doubting  in  faith ;  for  faith  and  doubt- 
ing are  commonly  in  fcripture  dire&ly  oppofed  one  to  aBO« 
ther :  but  though  there  be  no  doubting  in  faith,  yet  there  is 
much  doubting  in  the  believer,  by  reafon  of  prevailing  un- 
belief and  indwelling  fin.  If  it  were  true  that  ajjurance  is 
not  of  the  nature  of  faith,  becaufe  the  believer  is  not  always 
afifured ;  by  the  fame  way  of  reafoning  it  would  follow,  that 
rejling  is  not  of  the  nature  of  faith,  becaufe  the  believer  is  not 
always  aftually  ftaying  and  refling  himfelf  on  the  Lord ;  or 
that  trujling  is  not  of  the  nature  of  faith,  becaufe  the  believer 
is  not  always  trufting.  It  may  be  as  well  argued,  that  feeing 
is  not  of  the  nature  of  the  eye,  becaufe  fometimes  the  eye-lids 
are  clofed ;  or  that  heat  is  not  of  the  nature  of  fire,  becaufe 
its  heat  is  not  perceptible  by  reafon  of  the  alhes  wherewith 
it  is  covered ;  or  that  light  is  not  of  the  nature  of  the  fun, 
becaufe  fometimes  it  is  eclipfed  by  the  interpofing  moon. 
Kemove  the  aflies,  and  the  heat  of  the  fire  will  appear  j  re- 
move  interpofing  bodies,  and  the  fun  will  have  light ;  open 
the  eye-lids,  and  the  eye  will  fee :  fo  do  but  remove  igno- 
rance, unbelief,  and  other  incumbrances  of  corruption  from 
faith,  and  fee  what  the  nature  of  it  is  then.  For  it  is  of  the 
nature  of  faith  in  the  abftraft,  that  the  prefent  queftion  is, 
and  not  what  lodges  in  the  believer  who  hath  faith*  In  the 
believer  there  i%  at  i$  were  the  company  of  two  armies^  g^^^ 
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«nd  conniption^  love^and  entnitj,  repentance  and  impenitence, 
fidtfa  and  luibelief ;  but  thefe  are  not  to  be  confounded  toge- 
ther^ becaofe  thej  are  in  the- fame  fubjed.  We  mud  not  ex- 
dude  complacency  and  delight  in  the  Lord  out  of  the  nature 
of  love,  bei^ufe^  through  remaining  enmity  and  corruption^ 
his  love  is  fo  overpowered,  that  he  cannot  perceive  any  fuch 
thing  in  him»  but  rather  the  reverfe  of  love.  The  fame  may 
be  laid  of  other  graces.  So  here  we  mull  not  conclude,  thac 
there  is  nothing  of  this  applicdtory  aflurance  in  faith,  becaufe 
of  prevailing  unbelief,  and  doubts  flowing  therefrom.    / 

Propofition  5*  is  this.  That  as  there  is  a  great  difference 
betwixt  the  my  of  faith,  and  the  my  of  fenfe ;  fo  there  is  yet 
a  far  greater  difference  between  the  my  of  faith^  (or  of  true 
fenfe  flowing  from  it),  and  the  my  oi  prefumption.  Pre- 
famptuous  confidence  has  its  my'sf  as  weU  as  faith  and  well-  - 
grounded  experience ;  as  we  fee  plain  in  the  cafe  of  Balaam, 
Numb.  xxii.  18.  ^*  If  Balak  would  give  me  his  houfe  full  o£ 
filver  and  gold,  I  cannot  go  beyond  the  word  of  the  Lord  my 
God."  Now,  fay  you,  fince  a  prefumptuous  confidence  may 
fpeak  in  the  dialed  of  true  faith  and  experience,  wherein  lies 
the  difference  ?  This  is  a  very  material  and  momeatuous 
qoeftion  ;  and,  with  a  dependence  on  the  Father  of  lights,  I 
fliall  attempt  a  refolution  of  it  in  the  few  following  particu- 
lars. 

ifiy  The  affurance  of  faith  receives  and  applies  Chrifl  to 
the  foul  in  particular,  as  he  lies  in  the  revelation  and  grant 
that  is  made  of  him  to  finners  in  the  word^  which  is  the  im« 
mediate  ground  of  faith  ;  whereas  prefumptuous  confidence, 
though  it  claims  an  intereft  in  him,  yet  does  it  not  upon  this 
bottom,  or  in  God's  method  and  way  of  conveyance.  The 
apoftle  tells  us,  Rom.  x.  8.  that  Chrifl,  and  his  righteoufnefa 
and  falvation,  is  brought  nigh  unto  us  in  the  word  of  faith. 
What  is  the  defign  of  a  covenant  of  grace,  and  of  thefe  de,» 
clarations,  offers,  and  promifes  of  grace,  that  are  made  to  us 
an  the  glorious  gofpel,  but  jufl  to  bring  Chrift  fo  near  to  us, 
fu  we  by  believing  may  come  to  apply  him  and  his  whole 
fulnefs  to  our  own  fouls?  John  xx.  31.  **  Thefe  things  are 
3¥ritten,  that  ye  might  believe  that  Jefus  is  the  Chrill  the 
Son  of  God,  and  that  believing  ye  might  have  life,  through 
his  name."  If  we  would  find  Chrift,  and  eternal  life  in  him, 
we  need  not  hfcend  into  heaven^  or  defcend  into  hell,  in  fearch 
for  him,  as  the  apolile  fpeaks,  Rom.  x.  6.  7.  But  we  are  to 
feafch  for  him  in  the  "  fcriptures,  for  they  are  they  which 
teftify  of  him."  Chrift  is  brought  near  to  as  in  the  tejlimo^ 
ny  or  record,  of  God  in  the  word,  where  "  he  gives  us  eter- 
nal life,  in  bis  Son  Chrift  Jefus,"  i  John  v.  11.    Now,  faith. 


in  its  direft  aft,  I  fay,  takes  Chrifl,  and  claims  bim  upoa  Him 
:grant  and  gift  that  is  made  of  bim  in  the  ^iword  of  ^raee  4  and 
«pon  no  'Other  foundation  will  it  adventure  to  aSert  its  int^sreft 
in  him.  Like  an  heneft  man,  wba  iviH  not  intermeddle  witk 
goodsy  monej^^  or  the  eftate  of  another,  unlefs  he  have  a  ebar« 
ter,  bond,  teflciment,  promife,  or  fbme  fuch  feeurity,  42po» 
ivhkh  he  may  do  it  warrantably,  without  vicious  intromit. 
£on:  whereas  the  thief  and  robber  puts  to  his  hand,  withont 
looking  after  atiy  fuch  wairant  \  if  he  gets  what  he  has  a 
mind  for  any  how^  he  is  eafy  ^.  Here  lies  a  fatal  flaw  in  tbo 
faxih  of  many  hearers  of  the  gofpel ;  they  grafp  at  ChriA  and 
liis  ftdvatioo,  but  they  trvcerteap  the  gijt  and  grant  of  him.  ia 
«he  word,  as  the  immediate  foundation  of  their  faith.  If  wa 
<onfultthe«xporience  of  the  faints  In  fcripture,  we  fiidl  find 
their  faith  terminating  immediately  upon  the  word^:  JhtJUt 
word  do  I  hopey  iays  I>avid.  ^*  Hemember  the  word  upon 
which  thou  ha(lx;aufed  me  to  hope.  1  rejoice  at  thy  word,  aa 
'One  that  ^ndeth  great  fpoiL"  Their  faith  did  come  by  hear- 
ing or  reading  the  word.  This  is  the  chariot  in  whicb  tha 
i^ord  rides,  when  he  prcfents  hirofelf  to  lis  as  the  objeA  of 
•our  faith  tind  tvuft  :  and  therefore  that  faith  which  overlooks 
the  promife  and  offer  of  the  gofpe]^  i^  but  a  ptefumptuoiu 
ifaith.  ^*  Cxilead  is  mine,  and  Mai^aSeh  is  mine,*'  £iys  D%« 
vid,  in  that  forccited  Ixth  pfolm,  becaufe  ^*  <»Jod  hath  ^okea 
in  his  holinefs."  So  fays  an  applying  Isiith,  pardon  is  i^lnq^ 
peace  is  mine,  grace  is  mine,  glory  is  mine  in  Chrifi,  yest^ 
Kxod  himfelf  is  my  Gods  becaufe  ^od  hath  made  otrer  bim* 
Celf^  and  all  thefe  things  in  Chrift  to  me,  in  the  covenant  of 
promife,  or  teftament  ^f  my  elder  Brother,  feakd  and^con&rnw 
od  by  his  blood.  But,  fay  you,  may  net  a  prefumptu^us  by* 
pocrite  pretend  to  bottom  his  faith  upon  the  promi^  and 
claim  an  intereft  in  him,  even  ^poa  that  ground  ^  Aa  anfwev 
to  this,  leads  me  to  a         . 

2d  JDifference  between  the  fny  of  faith,  and  the  my  of  pre- 
fumptuous  confidence,  namely  this.  That  though  the  pre-» 
iumptuous  perfon  m^Ly  run  away  with  the  promiie,  yet  he 
does  not  embrace  the  promife  as  it  is  in  Jtfus^  eruisyejus  is- 
in  it.  This  is  a  myflery  which  only  can  be  explained  to  pUF<- 
pofe  by  bim  who  **  openeth  the  book,  and  loofes  thoiev^a 
Teals  thereof.'*  The  view  1  have  of  it,  you  may  take  up  as 
follows,  ThexDvenant,  and  all  the  prom ffes  of  it,  aa:'e  made 
to  Chrift  as  the  firft  heir,  both  by  Vath  and  purchafe :  he  is 
God!^s  Jtrft^hortiy  and  therefore  the  ^eir  of  the  inheritanee  of 
eternal  life.  But  bcfides,  :as  the  Jecond  Adam^  by  his  'obedi- 
«nce  and  death,  having  fulfilled  the  law,  and  fatifsfied  juftice) 
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"tfie  pi^MBifeof  lifey.  which  was  farfieited  bj  the  &a  and  difobe<^ 
4ieoce  of  Uta^fa^Jl  Adam^  cotnes  to  be  Settled  upon  him,  aad 
lus  feed  im  him.  Now^  matters  ftaoding  thiis^  the  fbul^  in  z;^ 
plytog  of  Che  promife^  takes  its  tkle  thereto^  not  tipoa  the 
gnmnd  of  anj  thing,  in  itiei^  but  comes  m  only  upon  Chrift*a. 
right  and  tide ;  his  rij^eott^Defs  is^  the  onlj  proper^  entitling^ 
neritorioiis  cooditioa  of  the  covenant^  and  of  all  the  promifes- 
theieof.  Here  lies  tlie  failufe  in  prefumptuoufr  ccmfidence,  tfiat 
the  man  being  nevev  cleanly  beat  ofF  from  Adam's  covenaat,  he 
it  always  feeking  to  found  his  title  to  the  promife  ia  himfelf^ 
Jbaae  good  eondilioa  or  qualificatioa  wrought  in  him^  «r 
ifciie  by  him..  Thu»  many  attempt  to  enter  themfelves  heir&  . 
to  tbe  prom&s,.  and  to^  eternal  life,  but  fhall  ne^er  be 
able :  Why  ?  Becaufe  they  do*  not  by  faith  enter  themfelvc^ 
heirs  in  Chrif^,  or  upon  his  right  and  title  .*  add  '^  another 
feundadoa  can  no  man  lay ;  for  the  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life^ 
Cbrottgh  Jdbs  Chrid  our  Lord/'  Thus^Ifay^prefumpcuousi^ 
laith  does  not  embrace  the  promife  ^  as  it  is  in  Chrift,  itk 
whom  all  the  promises  of  Grod  are  yea,  and  in  him  amen/*"  * 
And  then^  I  fay,  he  does  not  embrace  the  promife  a^  y^fui  h 
init  S  for  as^  all  the  promifes  are  in  Chrvftj  fb  Chrift  is  in  aX 
the  prumijet.  What  is  it  that  is  bequeath^  in  his*  Ceftament^ 
kat  himfelf  and  all  his  fuinefs  ?  He  was  the  great  mercy  pro* 
mifed  to  the  fiai^ers.  When  the  covenant  was  promulgate 
onto  Adam,  and  sifterward  unto  Abraham^  what  el(e  was  it^ 
but  juft  a  promife  of  Ghrift  ?  And  when,  in  procefs  of  time^ 
the  covenant  of  grace  came  to  be  further  opened^  in^  a  variety 
of  pFomi&s,  what  were  they  air^  but  Chrift,  and  the  grace  that 
is  in  him,,  parcelled  out  to  us,  that  we  by  faith  mi^c  apply^  - 
htm,  and  the  grace  that  is  in  him,  according  to>  our  need  }: 
And  hence  it  is  that  the  believer,  in  applying  the  pix^mife^ 
finding  Chrift  in  it,  he  mts  it,  and  it  is  to  him  the  joy  and  re^ 
jaicifi^  of  his  heart ;  he  finds  the  Lord  in  hia  own  word  oT 
grace,  and  this  makes  it  relieving  and  comforting  to  his< 
fi>ttl  'y  he  drinks  in  the  Jincere  milk  of  the  ^Mord  becaufe 
therein  he  tajies  that  the  Lord  is  gracious.  But  now  pre- 
fiimptoous  faith  is  more  taken  up  with  the  naked  promifes,. 
than  with^^i^^g-  the  foul  with  Chrift  in  and  by  the  promife,, 
A  man  that  is  pofleifi^d  of  Chrift  by  faith,  he  has  not  Chrifl 
and  his  promife  by  him,  as  a  man  iiaa  money  lying  by  him 
in  his  coffer  ;  he  has  not  the  covenant  and  promifes,  as  a  man 
has  his  bonds  and  charters  in  his  cabinet,,  winch  perhaps  I)e 
will  not  look  to  once  in  a  year :  no,,  but  he  has  Chrift  in  tlie 
word  of  grace,,  as  a  man  has  his  bread  by  him,,  which  he  iS' 
daily  feeding  and  living  upon  •  hence  this  applicatory  faith  is 
mJied  an  **  eating  the  fleih,  and  a  dsinkiug  tk<t  blood  oi 
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Chrift  9"  which  expref&on  implies  fuch  an  applicatioo  of 
Chriil  to  ourfelves,  as  carries  fouUnouriflunent  along  mth 
it.  True  faith  roots  the  foul  in  Chrift^  juft  as  atresia 
rooted  in  the  ground ;  the  prolific  virtue  of  the  earth  enters 
into  the  tree,  and  the  tree  at  the  fame  time  firikes  and  fpreads 
its  fibres  into  the  earth,  and.draws  fap  and  moifture -therefrom, 
fending  %  digefled  nouriihment  through  the  whole,  whereby 
it  is  made  to  grow  and  bring  forth  fruit.  So  here,  in  belie- 
ving, the  Spirit  of  life  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus  enters  into 
the  iow\  ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  there  is  as  it  were  4  fprig  ftnd 
fibre  paffing  from  every  faculty  of  the  foul,  ftriklng  into 
Chrift,  and  drawing  a  digefted  lap  from  him,  whereby  the  (bul 
is  made  to  grow  and  flourifli  in  grace  and  bolinefs.  H^oce 
we  are  faid  to  be  >'  his  workmanfliip,  created  in  Chrift  Jefus 
unto  good  works/'  And,  **  Thofe  that  be  planted  in  the 
houfe  of  the  Lord,  do  flourifli  in  the  courts  of  our  God.'^ 

^dly^  True  faith  receives  and  applies  Chrift  according  to 
the  order  that  God-has  laid  in  his  offices  ;  but  .prefumptuc^is 
faith  inverts  that  order.  The  order  that  God  has  laid  in,  the 
execution  and  application  of  the  offices  of  Chrift,  is  this« 
Chrift  comes  by  his  word  and  Spirit,  as  a  Prophet^  enlighten- 
ing the  finner's  mind  with  the  knowledge  of  his  loft  eftate  by 
nature,  and  the  way  of  his  recover  jr  through  his  atoning  blood 
and  fatisfadion :  upon  which  the  foul,  by  faith  turns  in  to 
him  as  a  Priejl^  taking  fanduary  under  the  covert-  of  his 
everlafting  righteoufnefs ;  and  fo  fubmits  unto  him  as  ^Ki^g9 
receiving  the  law  from  his  mouth,  and  yielding  itfelf  unto  his 
government,  from  a  principle  of  gratitude  to  him  who  1^ 
bought  it  with  a  price.  But  now,  the  prefumptuous  fiiith 
of  the  legalift  inverts  and  difturbs  this  comely  order  laidJiy 
infinite  wifdom  among  the  offices  of  Chrift  :  for  in  his.«way 
of  applying  Chrift,  he  begins  with  the  kingly  office,  pretend- 
ing to  obey  him  as  a  Law-giver;  and,  upon  this  grouiyl^  ex- 
perts that  Chrift  will  fave  him  as  a  Priejl  by  his  rightcooif- 
ne(s  y  and  thus  makes  his  own  obedience  the  ground  of  the 
imputation  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  And  what  ^fjs  is 
this,  but  to  bring  money  and  price^  contrary  to  the  exprefs 
command  of  God,  If.  Iv.  i.  ?  Nothing  can  be  of  a  ot^ore  per- 
nicious tendency  toward  the  overthrow  of  the  freedom,  of 
God's  grace,  in  the  great  affair  of  juftification  and  falvation. 
Hence  it  is  the  apoftle  fo  much  inveighs  againft  this  method 
of  feeking  juftification,  in  the  Galatians;  infomuch  that  he 
tells  theui  exprefsly,  that  by  this  way  they  made  themfelves 
**  debtors  to  do  the  whole  law ;  yea  (fays  he),  Chrift  is  becpme 
of  no  efftft  unto  you,  whofoever  of  you  are  juftified  by  A« 
lawi^e  are^falkn  from  grace,"  Gal.  v.  2.— 4.     This>:ine- 
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Hiod  of  ioverting  the  order  of  Ghrift's  offices,  and  making  the 
firft  JBL&  of  faith  to  terminate  upon  him  as  a  iUng,  as  it  is  a 
ivay  of  thinking  mod  agreeable  to  nature,  which  runs  with  a 
mighty  bias  towards  A'dam's  covenant ;  fo,  I  judge,  nature 
IS  much  fortified  in  this  way  of  taking  up  the  method  of  fal- 
vation  by  Chrift^  by  the  (train  of  fome  men's  dodrine  in  our 
day,  who  inculcate  /attb  and  repentdtice  as  new  precepts  given 
out  by  Chrift  in  the  gofpel,  which  were  never  required  in 
the  moral  law  of  the  ten  commandments.  For  if  this  be  fo, 
then  inevitably  we  muft  firft  obey  Chrift  as  a  king^  by  repent- 
ing and  believing,  in  order  to  our  being  juftified  by  him  as  a 
prkft  ;  befides  many  other  dangerous  confequences  which  are 
unavoidable  upon  this  new  law-fcheme.  All  which  are 
avoided,  by  teaching,  with  the  ftrain  of  orthpdoz  divines^ 
that  there  are  no  precepts  in  the  gofpel  ftriftly  taken ;  and 
that  Chrift  in  the  gofpel  giveth  no  new  laws^  but  infbrceth 
tht  old  laWy  viz.  the  moral,  which  being  adopted  unto  the 
gofpel-difpenfation,  obligeth  us  to  believe  in  Chrift  upon  his 
being  revealed  to  us  in  the  gofpel,  and  confequently  to  repent 
alfo  in  an  evangelical  manner.  For  that  thefe  duties  of  faith 
and  repentance,  as  to  their  efTence,  are  required  in  the  very 
firft  commandment  of  the  moral  law,  is  indifputably  evident ; 
and  I  do  think  it  ftrange,  to  find  it  controverted  by  any  who 
embrace  and  own  the  doflrine  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  par- 
ticularly  the  Larger  Catechifm,  where  that  point  is  plainly 
determined,  in  the  explication  of  the  forefaid  firft  command- 
ment. But  it  is  not  proper  to  infift  on  this  controverfy  .in 
-a  difcourfe  of  this  nature  j  if  need  be,  it  may  be  difcourfed 
apart. 

4tbfy^  Another  difference  betwixt  the  my  of  faith,  and  the 
-  my  of  prefumption,  is  this.  That  the  aftiirance  of  faith  will 
maintain  its  claim,  and  humble  confidence,  even  "under  fad 
challenges,  and  a  deep  and  abafihg  fenfe  of  much  prevailing 
iniquity;  whereas  prefumptuous  confidence  fuccumbs  and 
£iils  upon  the  prevalency  of  fin.  The  reafon  of  this  is,  be- 
caufe  the  ground  of  prefumptuous  confidence  is  within  the 
ihan ;  forae  good  difpofition  and  qualification  which  he  finds 
within  him,  as  he  apprehends,  which  being  daflied  by  the 
eruption  of  his  reigning  lufts,  he  has  no  more  to  look  to,  the 
foundation  of  his  cohfidence  is  gone.  But  now,  faith  builds 
and  bottoms  its  confidence,  not  within,  but  on  fomething 
without,  namely,  the  everlafting  righteoufnefs  of  the  Lord 
Jefus,  and  the  mercy  of  God  running  in  this  channel,  exhi- 
bit in  the  Word  of  grace.  Here  it  is  that  faith  fets  down  its 
foot,  and  upon  this  foundation  it  ftands,  againft  which  the 
gates  of  hell  cannot  {>revail.     And  thus,  having  the  ground 
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of  its  confidence  from  without,  it  is  not  fkaken  with  every- 
infurre&ion .  from  within*  An  inilance  whereo€  we  Tee  ia 
David,  Pfal.  Ixv.  3.  The  holy  man,  in  the  firft  part  of  the 
verfe,  cries  tot,  under  a  fenfe  of  the  ftrength,  power,  j^vA 
guilt  of  fin,  ^  Iniquities  prevail  againft  me.''  Well,  but  what 
fajrs  faith  in  fuch  a  cafe  ?  /^  As  for  our  tranfgreffions,  thoa 
fiialt  purge  them  away."  Another  inftance  ^  the  tike  na-r 
ture,  we  fee  in  the  fame  holy  man,  Pfal.  cxxx.  We  find 
bim,  ver.  3.  under  fuch  a  fenfe  of  fin  and  guilt,  that,  viewing 
bimfelf  as  he  flood  in  the  eye  of  the  law  and  juflice,  he  can- 
not fhun  to  own,  ''  If  thou.  Lord,  fhouldft  mark  iniquities  : 
O  Lord^  who  fhall  fland  ?"  Well,  but  where  does  David's 
fiaith  find  a  flanding  in  fuch  a  cafe  ?  Only  in  the  mercy  and 
grace  of  a  reconciled  God  in^Chrift ;  and  therefore  he  addv 
ver.  4«  <*  But  there  is  forgivenefe  with  thee,  that  thou  m«y« 
eft  be  feared ;  and  plenteous  redemption,  that  thou  mayeft  be 
fought  unto."  I  do  own,  that  a  real  believer  marjr  be  fadly 
IhakeUy  as  to  the  confidence  of  his  intereft  in  Chrift,  undcar 
prevailing  iniquity  %  but  this  certainly  is  his  infirmity,  and 
not  his  faith.  Many  real  believers  live  more  t>y  fenfe  thaa 
by  faith ;  and  hence  it  comes  that  they  are  foon  fbaken^ 
whenever  fenfible  experience  is  overclouded,  under  the  fenfe 
of  |i»evailing  iniquity ;  though  the  pain  of  it  is  a  juft  correc* 
iion  of  their  folty.  Whenever  faith  recovers  from  under  the 
fit  of  unbelief,  and  views  what  the  foul  is,  and  has,  in  Chrift^ 
and  in  the  covenant,  it  recovers  its  ftability  and  confidence^ 
and  withal,  brings  into  the  foul  ftrength*againft  corruption^ 
lb  that  it  goes  out  againft  it  like  a  giant  refrefhed  with  wine* 
But,  fay  you,  may  not  prefumptuous  faith  recover  its  confi- 
dence alfo  ?  I  anfwer,  No  doubt  it  may :  but  then  the  difiexw 
epce  lies  here<^— Tr«ie  faith  goes  to  work  in  a  quite  different  ^ 
way,  in  oAler  to  the  foul's  recovery,  from  that  which  the  pre- 
fumptuous  legalift  takes.  When  the  terrors  of  the  law,  of 
challenges  of  confcience,  have  at  any  time  battered  down  pre« 
fumptuous  confidence,  the  man  goes  to  work,  and  fills  up  tfie 
bole  that  the  law  has  made  in  his  foul,  with  the  new,  earth  of 
his  own  obedience,  reformation,  duties,  and  the  like,  and  with 
this  untempered  mortar  he  daubs  and  makes  up  the  breach 
made  in  his  confcience.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  though  the 
believer  be  as  diligent  in  the  way  of  diity  as  the  other,  yet 
nothing  in  heaven  of  earth  can  fatisfy  him  under  challenges^ 
or  afford  him  eafe  or  quiet,,  but  Chrift  himfelf,  and  his  righ- 
teoufnefs  apprehended  and  applied  by  faith:  no  ^^/m  but  that 
of  Gf/fo^  can  cure  his  wound ;  he  fetches  his  healing  only 
from  under  the  wings  of  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs ;  all  is  bat 
lofs  and  jbing  in  comporifon  of  tbis^  Phil.  iii«  8.  9* 
■         z  There 
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There  are  feveral  other  differences  might  be  given  between 
die  my  of  faith,  and  the  my  of  prefumptiony  if  I  were  not 
afiraid  of  being  tedious.  Only,  in  Ihort,  the  more  of  the  a£- 
fnrance  of  faith,  or  jet  of  welT-grounded  experience,  the  more 
Idwlinefsy  humilitj,  and  felf-abafement.  llie  higher  that  the 
fsul  is  exalted  in  and  by  Chrift,  the  lower  does  it  fink  in  its 
own  ejesy  faying  with  David,  when  God  promifed  to  build 
him  a  fure  houfe,  and  that  the  MeiEah  ihould  fpring  of  his 
loins, -^  Who  am  I,  O  Lord  God?  and  what  is  mj  houfe, 
that  thou  haft  brought  me  hitherto?''  The  poor  believer,  in 
this  cafe,  fees  himfelf  to  be  fuch  a  miracle  of  rich  and  fove- 
feign  grace,  diat  he  is  even  wrapped  up  in  a  filent  wonder, 
«nd  put  to  an  everlafting  ftand,  that  he  knows  not  what  to 
faj^  ''  And  is  this  the  manner  of  man,  O  Lord  God?''  And 
what  can  David  fay  more  ?  But  now,  the  more  of  a  pre- 
(amptuous  confidence,  the  more  pride  and  feI£-conceit,  like 
Laodicea,  ^*  I  am  rich,  and  increafed  with  goods,  and  have 
need  of  nothing  ^"  .  accompanied  with  an  undervaluing  of 
cMihers  in  comparifon  of  themfelves,  like  the  proud  Pharif^ 
''  God,  I  thank  thee,  that  I  am  not  as  other  men,  or  even  as 
dxis  publican.^' 

Again,  prefumptuous  afiurance  cheriihes  Ibme  fecret  and 
beloved  idol :  the  man  fpares  fome  right-hand  or  righMye 
fin ;  and  commonly  his  deceitful  heart  argues  fov  its  beipg 
fpared,  becaufe  grace  doth  abound*  But  now,  true  faith  and 
experience  purifies  the  heart,  and  engages  the  man  to  an  ino* 
partial  and  univerfal  oppofition  to  ail  fin,  as  diflionourable  to 
God,  and  grieving  to  his  Spirit  \  and  readily  he  bends  his 
principal  force  againft  thefe  fins,  which  receive  the  greateft 
sdvantages  againft  him,  by  interefl,  cuftom,  conftitution,  or 
education ;  and  the  confideration  of  abounding  grace  is  fo  far 
from  encouraging  him  in  fin,  that  it  teaches  him  to  ^*  deny 
all  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  lufts,  and  to  live  foberly,  righ« 
teonfly,  and  godly  in  this  prefent  world." 

Li^iy,  The  my  of  faith,  or  folid  experience,  is  always  ac- 
companied with  nluch  love  to  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  and  refig- 
nation  of  foul  to  him  ;  iotjaitb  worietb  by  love.  And  there* 
fore,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  foul  is  enabled  to  fay.  My  be^ 
iov§d  is  mine,  it  cannot  fhun  to  add,  y^nd  I  am  his.  OneJhaU 
Jay,  I  am  the  Lord's.  The  man  presents  hiiiifelf  **  a  living 
j&crifice,  holy,  acceptable  unto  God,  which  is  his  reafonable 
iervice.'*  But  now,  as  one  well  obferves,  prefumption  is 
lame  of  one  hand :  it  has  a  hand  to  take  pardon,  to  take  hea- 
ven, and  the  benefits  of  Chrift  ;  but  as  it  has  no  true  love  to 
bis  perfoD,  fo  it  has  not  a  hand  to  give  or  refign  the  whole 
man  to  the  Lord,  to  be  for  him,  and  not  for  another :  and  the 
M  m  2  \\*»xv. 


&8o  Tie  Affiiranci  of  Faitb,  opened  and  appKed. 

plain  reafon  of  this  is,  that  the  power  of  nWral  enmity  was 
never  broken,  4U)d  the  man  is  married  to  the  law,  and  to  his 
luiU  allbu    But  pafling  this,  I  proceed  to 


CHAP.     IV. 

Of  the  Full  Affurance  of  Faith. 

Yjr  •"■  ^HE  third  general  head  propofed  in  the  method^ 
•  X  was  to  fpeak  a  little  of  the  full  affurance  of  faith  / 
ioi  there  is  a  plain  gradation  in  ihe  apoftle's  way  of  fpeak- 
ing ;  there  isfaiih^  then  the  affurance  of  faith,  and  then  the 
ftJl  affurance  (of  faith.  Having  fpoken  of  the  two  firft  de- 
grees, I  proceed  now  to  the  laft  and  highefl  degree  of  faith. 

Before  I  go  on  diredly  to  fliew  what  this  full  affurance  of 
faith  is,  I  premife  thefe  two  or  three  things,  which  I  conceive 
to  be  imported  in  this  expreffion  of  the   Spirit  of  God. 

•  (i.)  I  premife,  that  the  faith  of  every  believer  is  not  of  the 
fame^af^  ^xAJlrength.  Some  have  zflrong^  and  others  have 
a  weajk  faith :  yea,  the  faith  of  the.ftrongeft  believer,  like  the 
moon,  has  its  waxings  and  wanings  ;  or,  like  the  fea,  its  ebb- 
ings  arid  Sowings.  Although  every  believer  be  in  Chrift, 
y^t  every  believer  has  not  the  fame  meafure  of  faith  ;  as  cv^^ 
Tj  ftar  is  in  the  heavens,  though  every  flar  be  not  of  the  fame 
magnitude.  The  rounds  of  JacoS's  ladder  were  not  all  at 
the  top,  though  every  rornd  was  a  ftep  towards  heaven  ;  fo, 
though  every  faith  he  not  triumphing  in  a  full  affurance,  yet 
every  true  feith  is  bending  towards  it.  You  may  fee  one  be- 
liever under  a  full  gale  of  the  Spirit  of  faith,  crying,  with 
Job,  chap.  xix.  25.  **  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth  :**^ 
while  another  labours  under  fuch  difcouragements,  that,  like 
the  publican,  he  flands  afar- off ^  with  the  tear  in  his  eye, 
crying,  "  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  finner."  You  may  fee 
one  faying  with  Paul,  **  He  loved' me,  and  gave  himfelf  for 
me  ;"  another,  through  the  prevalence  of  unbelief,  faying, 
^*  Is  his  mercy  clean  gone  for  ever  ?  Hath  he  forgotten  to  be 
gracious  ?"  Perhaps  you  fliall  find  one  believer  furmountmg 
all  fears,  faying  with  the  apoftle,  "  Who  (hall  feparate  me 
from  the  love  of  Chrift  ?"  &c.  while  another  is  pombating 
with  many  doubts,  ready  to  raze  foundations,  faying,  **  I  am 
caft  out  of  thy  fight ;"  and  all  men  are  liars  that  will  fay 
otherwife,  the  prophets  of  God  not  excepted.     It  is  with  be- 

h'evers,  as  it  is  with  children  in  a  family  •,   one  perhaps  is  ly- 
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ing  ia  the  cradle,  another  led  by  the  mother  or  nurfe,  ano- 
.ther  can  walk  alone,  a  fourth  come  to  fuch  full  ftrength  that 
he  is  able  for  work  and  bufinefs.  Thus  in  the  houfehold  of 
Crod  there  are  babes^  young  tneny  and  fathers  *  (2.)  I  pre- 
mife,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  believer,  yea,  of  the  weak- 
eft,  to  prefs  after  faith  in  the  highejl  degree  of  it.  Hence  it 
is  that  Chrift  frequently  checks  his  difciples  for  the  weak- 
nefs  of  their  faith,  "  Why  are  ye  fearful,  O  ye  of  little  faith  ? 

0  thou  of  little  faith,  wherefore  didft  thou  doubt?"  True 
"  faith  is  a  progreffive  thing,  it-  goes  on  from  one  degree  to 

another:  hence  is  that  expreffion  of  the  apoflle,  Rom.  i.  17. 
**  The  gofpel  is  the  power  of  God  unto  falvation  ;  for  there- 
in is  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  revealed  from  faith  to  faith.** 
Faith  in  its  firft  and  weaker,  and  faitbin  its  repeated  and 
ftronger  a&ings,  feeds  and  centres  upon  the  righteoufnefs  of 
God's  operation  and  imputation,  for  acceptance,  pardon,  and 
falvation.  It  is  of  the  nature  of  all  true  grace,  particularly 
of  the  grace  of  faith,  to  breathe  after  its  own  increafc  and  pcr- 
£eftion  :  hence  is  that  prayer  of  the  difciples,  •'  Lord,  increafe 
our  faith;"  and  that  of  the* poor  man  in  the  gofpel, ,"  Lord, 

1  believe ;  help  thou  mine  unbelief."  We  muft  forget  things 
that  are  behind,  and  reach  forth  unto  tilings  that  are  before : 
^*  The  path  of  the  juft  is  as  the  ihining  light,  that  fhineth 
more  and  more  unto  the  perfeft  day."  (3O  -^  premife,  that 
the  certainty  or  afltirance  of  application^  as  explained  above, 
ebbs  or  flows  according  to  the  ftrength  or  weaknefs  of  the 
qjfent  of  faith.  That  there  are  degrees  of  aflurance,  will  be 
controverted  by  none,  who  have  any  knowledge  either  of  di- 
vinity or  philofophy.  The  very  words  of  the  apoftle  in  the 
text  import,  that  we  are  not  to  reft  in  a  lower,  but  ought  to 
prefs  after  the  higheft  degree  of  the  affurance  of  faith :  and 
the  apoftle  accounts  it  a  great  bleffing  to  the  Theflalonians, 
that  they  had  much  affurance,  i  Theff.  i-  5. ;  plainly  intima- 
ting, that  fome  true  aflurance  might  be  in  a  lefs  degree.  Now, 
I  fay,  this  aflurance  of  application  bears  a  proportion  unto 
faith's  aflent,  and  waxes  or  wanes  as  it  is  ftrong  or  feeble ; 
fo  that  a  ftrong  aflent  lias  a  ftrong  application,  and  a  weak 
aflent  a  weak  application. 

Thefe  things  premifed,  I  proceed  to  inquire  what  thzs /ull 
affurance  of  faith  is,  or  wherein  it  'conlifts.  And,  in  one 
word,  1  conceive  it  lies  in  fuch  *  a  firm  and  fixed  perfiiafion, 
confidence,  or  truft  in  the  faithfulnefs  of  a  God  in  Chrift, 
pledged  in  his  covenant  or  promife,  as  overcomes  and  tramples 
upon  all  difficulties  and  improbabilities,  all  doubts-  and  fears 
as  to  the  actual  performance  of  wKat  is  promifed  in  God's  time 
^d  way  ;  and  all  this  with  particular  application  to  the  foul 
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itfelf.'    This  defcription  I  i^^ould  ilhiftrate  and  explain  la  kfc 
fereral  branches/were  it  aotdone  upon  the  matter  on  theformer 
twoheadsy  this  being  nothiAg  but  a  higher  degree  of  thefelf-fiune 
faith  formerly  defcribed.  Such  an  ad:  of  faith  we  find  put  forth 
bjr  AbrahaiPy  Rom.  ir.  ao.  ai.  where  we  are  told  tbat  ^  he 
fiaggered  not  at  the  promife  of  God  through  unbelief;  hot 
was  ftrong  in  faith  giving  glory  to  God :  being  fully  per- 
-.  fuaded  that  what  he  had  promifed,  he  was  abk  alfo  to  per* 
form.^     This  full  aflurance  of  faith,  though  mountains  of 
impediments,  were  in  its  way,  yet  it  makes  no  more  of  them 
Ihan  if  they  were  a  plain ;  it  overleaps  and  overlooks  them 
all,  fixing  its  eye  only  upon  the  power  and  faithfulnefs  of  tbe 
blefied  Pr<^mifer  ;  as  we  fee  clearly  exemplified  in  the  caTe  of 
Abraham.     His  owp  body  was  dead,  and  incapable  of  pro^ 
creation  ;  Sarah's  womb  was  barren,  and  incapable  of  ooncep- 
tion :   fenfe  and  reafon  in  this  cafe  would  have  been  ready  to 
conclude,  that  it  was  impofiible  ever  Abraham  (hould  have  a 
fon.     But  we  are  told,  ver.  19.  that  be  entirely  abftradcd- 
from  aH  confideratiens  of  that  kind,  ''  Beibg  not  weak  itk 
faith,  he  confidered  not  his  own  bUy  now  dead,  when  he  was 
about  an  hundred  years  old,  neither  yet  the  deadnefs  of  Sa*, 
ra's  womb.".    He  would  not  fo  much  as  liften  unto  the  fur* 
mifes  of  carnal  reafon ;  flefli  and  blood  are  put  out  of  doors ; 
and  he  refts  with  an  affared  confidence,  without  any  doubting 
or  hefitation,  upon  the  fidelity  of  the  Promifer,  being  certain 
that  God  would  do  to  him  in  particular  as  he  had  faid,  when 
the  time  of  the  vifion  fhould  come.     In  like  manner  we  find^ 
that  after  Abraham  had  gotten  his  beloved  Ifaac,  the  fon  of 
the  promife,  what  a  terrible  fhock,  may  one  think,  would  it 
be  to  his  faith  in  the  promife,  when  Grod  commanded  him  to 
take  Ifaac,  of  whom  the  promifed  feed  (Chrifl)  was  to  come, 
and  offer  him  upon  one  of  the  mountains  of  Moriah  !  Gen« 
xxii.     Reafon  here  might  be  ready  to  objed,  and  that  not 
without,  great  colour  of  religion.  Can  God,  who  has  fo  fcverely 
forbidden  murder,  require  me  to  imbrue  mj  hands  in  the 
blood  of  my  own  fon  ?    Will  not  fuch  a  thing  be  an  eternal 
reproach  to  Abraham  and  his  religion  ?    What  will  the  E- 
gyptians  fay,  and  the  Canaanites,  and  the  Perizzites,  which, 
dwell  in  the  land  ?  What  will  Sarah  £ay,  and  how  fliall  I  ever 
look  her  in  the  face  ?  But  efpecially  what  ihall  become  of  the 
promife,  and  the  veracity  of  him  that  made  it,  faying.  In 
Ifaac  fball  thy  feed  he  called  .<?    Surely  might  unbelief  and 
fenfe  fay,  either  this  command  is  a  delufion,  or  elfe  the  pro- 
mife is  a  lie.     But  Abraham  had  a  full  aflurance  of  £iith  as 
to  the  (lability  of  the  promife ;  and  therefore  he  would  upon . 
all  hazards  obey  the  command  of  a  promiiing  God :  he  was 

fully 
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folly  perfuadedy  that  though  Ifaac  were  facrificed  and  burnt 
into  afliesy  jet  out  of  the  very  aihes  of  his  facrificed  fon,  Gdd 
couldy  and  aftuallj  would  raife  up  Ifaac  again^  and  fo  accon>- 
pliih  his  own  word  of  promife.  Abraham,  on  the  account  o£ 
this  his  noble  and  gallant  faith,  is  fitly  called  the  father  of  the 
faithful^  his  iAxh  being  propofed  as  a  pattern  to  all  others  for 
their  imitation  ;  and  ^very  true  believer  is  on  this  fcore  a 
child  of  Abraham.  And  let  none  imagine  that  they  are  not 
^liged  to.  believe  with  fuch  a  faith  as  Abraham  had ;  far 
the  apoftle  exprefsly  tells  us,  that  the  hiflory  ;of  his  faith  ftands 
upon  record  in  fcripture,  **  not  for  his  fake  alose,  but  for  us 
nUb/*  that  we,  after  his  example,  may  be  encouraged  to  **  be* 
lieve  on  him  that  raifed  up  Jefus  our  Lord  from  the  dcttd^ 
Rom.  iv«  93.  24. 

ObjeSi*  O,  fay  you,  if  I  had  as  good  a  ground  foi"  my  £aith 
ms  Abraham  had  ;  if  I  were  as  fure  that  the  proaaife  were  to ' 
me^  as  Abraham  was,  I  think  I  could  believe  with  a  ixiXL  alTiiu 
ranee  of  faith,  as  he  did :  but  there  lies  the  ftrait.  I  anfwer^ 
You  and  I  have  as  good  a  ground  of  faith  as  ever  Abrahaok 
had.  Abraham  had  a  promifing  God  in  Chrift  to  truft,  and 
lb  have  we,  you  have  the  fame  God,  the  fame  Chrift,  the 
fame  covenant,'the  fame  promife,  as  Abraham  had.  Sut,  fay 
you,  God  fpake  to  Abraham,  in  particular y  by  name,  when  he 
gave  him  the  promife,  faying.  "  In  thy  feed  fhall  all  the  na« 
tions  of  the  earth  be  bleffed.'^.  I  anfwer.  Although  you  be 
not  ^&gned  by  name  and  firname,  as  Abraham  was,  yet  a 
promifing  God  in  Chrifl  addr^fies  bimfelf  as  particularly  t# 
you  in  the  word  of  grace,  and  difpenfation  of  the  covenant 
and  promife,  as  though  he  called  to  you  out  of  heaven  by 
name  and  firname,  faying,  "  To  you  Ci.  e.  to  you  finners  of 
Adam^s  race)  is  the  word  of  this  falvation  fent.  The  pro. 
mife  is  )uito  you  that  are  afar  o£F,"  g^c.  And  not  oiily  is  the 
promife  prefented,  but  an  exprefs  command  of  believing  fu- 
peradded,  requiring  and  binding  every  particular  pcrfon,  to- 
take  hold  of  it,  and  embrace  it :  fo  that,  whatever  Ihifts  and 
evafions  the  unbelieving  and  deceitful  heart  may  make,  the 
promife  of  God  comes  as  clofe  and  home  to  every  individual 
hearer  of  the  gofpel,  as  that  promife  did  to  Abraham,  when 
God  befpoke  him  with  an  audible  voice  out  of  heaven  ;  yea, 
**  we  have  a  more  fure  word  of  prophecy,  unto  which  we 
would  Ao  well  to  take  heed,  as  unto  a  light  that  fhineth  in  a 
dark  place."  Further,  let  it  be  confidered  that  that  promiiic 
was  firll  prefented  unto  Abraham  as  the  objeft  and  founda- 
tion of  his  faith,  before  he  could  believe  it ;  and  by  believing 
it,  became  his  in  poffeffion  ;  or  in  believing  it,  he  was  poffefs- 
ed  of  it  as  his  oum  ;  for,  upon  a  fuppofition  that  he  had  not 
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believed,  he  had  never  been  pdfleffed  of  the  promifed  bleffing. 
In  like  manner,  the  promife  is  prefented  to  you  as  the  imnae-* 
diate  grbund  of  believing ;  and  in  believing,  you  come  to  be 
polTeffed  of  the  great  things  contained  in  the  promife ;  but  if 
you  do  not  believe,  you  fliall  not  fee  the  falvation  of  God« 
Thus  you  fee  that  you  have  the  fame  ground  of  faith,  and  the 
fame  warrant  for  believing,  that  Abraham  had  :  and  there  is 
nothing  to  keep  you  from  a  full  affurance  of  faith,  or  a  be- 
lieving without  llaggering  at  the  promife,  like  Abraham,  un-» 
lefs  it  be  your  own  ignorance  and  unbelief.  ' 

I  do  own,  as  was  hinted  already,  that  every  true  believer 
does  not  come  the  length  of  Abraham,  to  believe  without 
llaggering ;  but  that  is  not  the  queftion.  The  prefent  quef* 
tion  is.  If  we  hava  not  now  as  good  and  firm  a  ground,  and 
as  good  a  right  to  believe  the  promife  as  Abraham  had  ?  If 
Chriil,  and  his  falvation  and  righteoufnefs,  be  not  brought  aa 
near  to  us  in  the  word  of  faith^  as  it  was  unto  him  ?  T)iis  is 
what  none,  who  underftand  the  privilege  of  a  New  Teftament 
difpenfation,  will  adventure  to  deny  ;  yea,  I  wiU  adventure  to 
fay,  that  the  ground  of  faith,  is  laid  before  us  under  the  New 
Teilament,  with  a  far  greater  advantage  than  ever  Abrahabi 
had ;  inafmuch  as  the  gofpel-revelation  is  much  more  clear, 
and  brings  Chrift  and  his  falvation  much  nearer  to  us,  than 
ever  he  was  under  any  period  of  the  old  Teftament  difpenfa- 
tion. Abraham  faw  bis  day  only  ajar  off;  whereas  we  live 
in  that  very  day  which  he  faw  at  fuch  a  prodigious  diflance  : 
and  therefore  we  have  much  more  ground  to  believe  without 
llaggering  than  he  had.  And  therefore,  y^wV/g-  we  have  bold» . 
nefs  to  enter  into  the  holiejl  by  the  blood  ofjefus;  ^ax^  feeing 
we  have  a  new  and  living  way  confecrated  for  usy  through  the 
vail  ofhisflefb  ;  and  feeing  we  have  an  High  Priefl  over  the 
houfe  of  God :  let  us  draw  near  with  a  true  hearty  in  full 
ASSUR-^NCE  offaithf  &C. 


CHAP.     V. 
Of  the  Grounds  ofFaitVs  Affurance. 

Y\r  ^  I  ^  UK  fourth  thing  propofed  in  the  method,  was  to 
X  inquire  into  the  grounds  of  this  do6irin£ ;  or  what 
it  is  that  faith  has  to  build  its  confidence  tipon^  in  drawing^ 
near  to  God  with  full  affurance  of  acceptance.  In  anfwer  to 
this  quef\ion,  I  fliall  not  at  prefertt  enter  upon  the  particular 
grounds  fpeciAed  by  the  apoftle  lu  rtv^'pitc^toxv^N^xfe^,  ha- 
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wig  difomrftd  on  them  apart  in  feveral  fermons,  where  he 
fiiews  that  evety  har  and  impediment  on  the  parf  of  law  and 
jttftice  are  fnllj  removed^  through  the  complete  fatisfadioil 
and  prevalent  mediation  of  the  Son  of  God,  as  our  great  High 
Prieft  ;  upon  Arhich  a  promife  of  welcome  and  hearty  accepts 
^ce  comes  forth  from  a  reconciled  God,  to  every  one  who 
l^itl  cohie  to  him  in  this  new  and  living  way,  for  grace  and 
mercy  to  help  ih  a  time  of  need.  Thus  you  will  fee  the 
apaille*s  argument  runs,  by  comparing  this  and  the  preceding 
vcrfes,  with  the  rerfe  immediately  following,  particularly  the 
laft  claufe  of  it,  "  For  faithful  is  he  that  hath  proirifed  ;". 
yrhich  claufe,  included  in  a  parcntheiis,  I  conceive  ilands  con- 

.  nested,  not  linly  with  the  words  immediately  preceding  in  the 
fame  vferfc,  but  with  the  words  of  my  text  alfo :  and  the  fcope 
of  the  apodle  is,  as  if  he  faid,  Let  us  draw  near  with  a  true 
heart  m  full  ajfurance  of  faith  ^  Stc,  Why  ?  For  faithful  is 
he  that  bath  promife d  us  welcome  into  the  holiefl,  by  the  blood 
Qfjefus  :  faithful  is  he  that  hath  promifed  acceptance  in  the 
nw  pnd  living  way^  which  he  bath  confe  crated  for  us  :  faith- 

'fill  is  he  that  hath  promifed  to  pity,  pardon,  hear,  and  help, 
through  the  mediation  of  the  great  High  Prieji  over  the  hou/e 
of  God.  And  therefore,  feeing  his  faith  fulnefs  is  pawned  to 
receive  us  in  this  way  of  his  own  devifincp,  let  us  anfwer  his 
faid^fuhiefs,  by  drawing  near  in  full  ajfurance  of  faith,  or 
with  a  full  and  certain  perfuaiion,  that,  according  to  his  pro-* 
mife,  we  (hall  be  accepted  in  the  beloved,  who  is  the  door  to 
the  faolieft,  the  new  and  living  way,  and  the  High  Priejl  over 
tie  htmfe  of  God. 

'  So  that  you  fee  the  next  or  immediate  ground  of  faith,  or 
full  affurance  thereof,  in  drawing  near  to  God,  is,  God's  own 
promife  of  acceptance  through  Jefus  Chrift  :  with  which  pro- 
imfes  the  word  every  where  abounds.  If-  Ix.  7.  If.  Ivi.  7. 
Mark  xi*  24.  Matth.  vii.  7.  John  xiv.  13.  14.  Now,  faith, 
eyeing  and  pleading  the  promife  of  God  in  Chrift,  has  many 
things  to  bear  it  up  into  a  full  afTurance  ;  I  fliall  inilance  a  few 
pi  many. 

I.  The  grace,  mercy,  and  goodnefs  of  a  promifing  God,  re- 
vealed and  proclaimed  in  the  word,  is  a  noble  ground  for  fin* 
nets,  and  yet  more  for  faints,  to  truft  him,  and  draw  near  to 
him  through  Chrift,  with  a  full  affurance  of  faith  :  Pfal. 
XXX vi.  7.  ^*  How  excellent  is  thy  loving  kindnefs,  O  God  ! 
therefore  the  children  of  men  put  their  truft  under  the  fha- 
dow  of  thy  wings."  It  is  crofa  to  the  very  dilates  of  nature, 
for  a  man  to  truft  one  whom  he  apprehends  to  be  an  enemy  ; 
yea,  if  we  have  but  a  jealoufy  that  one  beat^  \\s  ?.w*^-^"^, 
0r  deBgm  our  hurt,  we  will  not  truft  or  coi\ft.d^  m  \\\vw\  \i>aX- 
Voz»  L  N  n  -"^qx^vn:^^^ 
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perfaade  a  roan  once  that  fnch  a  one  k  his  friend,  that  he 
hath  an  entire  love  and  kindnefs  for  him,  and  wants  only  an 
opportunity  to  do  hinnf  the  greateft  fer vices  he  is  capable ;  in 
that  cafe,  he  will  truft  him  without  hcfitation,  Juft  fo  is  it 
in  the  cafe  in  hand  :  fo  long  as  we  conceive  God  to  be  an  im« 
placable  enemy,  our  prejudice  and  enmity  againft  him  will 
remain  ;  and  while  enmity  againft  God  ftands  in  its  full 
ftrength,  it  is  abfolutely  impoflible  we  can  have  any  truft  ,or 
confidence  in  him ;  inftead  of  drawing  near  to  him  with  full 
afturance  of  faith,  we  flee  from  liim  like  our  firft  parents, 
under  the  awful  apprehenfions  of  his  wrath  and  vengeance  : 
but  let  us  once  be  perfuaded  that  he  is  a  God  of  love,  grace, 
pity,  apd  good-will  in  Chrift,  then,  and  never  till  then,  will 
we  put  our  truft  under  the  fhadow  of  his  wings.  And  there-^ 
fore,  to  break  the  ftrength  of  our  enmity  and  prejudice^  and 
fo  to  concilia'te  our  truft  in  him,  he  is  at  the  greateft  pains 
imaginable  to  perfuade  us,  that  he  bears  a  hearty  liking  and 
good- will  toward  us  in  Chrift.  And  there  are  more  efpe- 
cially  thefe  three  ways  God  takes  to  convince  us  of  his  good«- 
will  toward  men  upon  earth.  v 

ijly  By  folemn  proclamations  and  declarations  of  his  mer- 
cy and  grace  ;  E^od.  xxxiv.  6.  7;  there  the  Lord  pafled  by 
Mofes,  and  proclaimed  his  name  to  him  ;  and  what  is  it  2^ 
^*  The  Lord,  the  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious,  long-faf- 
fering,  and  abundant  in  goodnefs  and  truth,  keeping  tadtcy 
for  thoufands,  forgiving  iniquity  and  tranfgreffion,  and  *fin, 
and  that  will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty  ;'*  or,  as  fome  read 
it,  in  clearing  he  will  deary  u  e.  in  clearing  the  finner  of  guilt 
by  pardoning  grace,  he  will  clear  himfelf  of  injuftice  ;  he  will 
make  it  appear  that  he  is  juft,  when  he  is  the  juftifier  of  him 
that  believes  in  Jefus.  Eyery  where  in  fcripture  is  the  par- 
'  doning  mercy  of  God  proclaimed  and  prefented  as  an  encou- 
ragement to  finners  to  truft  in  him,  Pfal.  cxxx-  7.  **  Let  Ifrael 
hope  in  the  Lord :  for  with  the  Lord  there  is  mercy,  and 
with  him  is  plenteous  redemption." 

•  idly^  By  folemn  oath.  Left  we  fhould  diibelieve  his  word, 
he  fuperadds  his  oath,  to  convince  us  that  he  has  no  ill-will, 
but  a  hearty  good-will  toward  our  falvation  and  happinefs^ 
through  the  new  and  living  way  :  Ezek.  xxxiii.  11.  **  As  I 
live,  faith  the  Lord  God,  I  have  no  pleafure  in  the  death  of 
the  wicked,  but  that  the  wicked  turn  from  his  way  and  live: 
turn  ye,  turn  ye  from  your  evil  ways  ;  for  why  will  ye  die, 
O  houfe  of  Ifrael  ?"  An  oath  among  men  is ybr  confirmation 
of  a  controverted  truth,  arid  is  to  them  an  end  of  alljirifey 
(^fays  the  apofde),  Heb.  vi.  16.  Well,  Sirs,  ftiall  the  oath  of 
^  man  be  (o  mugh  regarded,  as  to  determine  controverfies 
Z  among 


TTbe  Ajjurance  of  Faith y  opened  and  applied.  187 

tiDQong  men  ?  How  much  more  is  the  oath  of  the  great  God 
to  be  regarded^  pawning  his  verj  life  upon  it,  that  he  is  not 
Willing  th^t  any  ihould  perifli,  that  he  bears  a  hearty  good-^ 
will  toward  our  falvation  through  Ghrifl  ?  Shall  this  be  any 
•  more  a  controverfy  with  us  ?  To  entertain  a  doubt  or  jealoufy 
of  what  he  fays,  is  to  make  him  a  liar ;  and  to  doubt  and  dif- 
believe  what  he  fwears,  is  to  charge  a  God  of  truth  with  per* 
jury.  And  beware  of  looking  upon  it  as  a  matter  of  indiffer- 
cncy,  whether  you  believe  this  declared  good-will,  mercy, 
and  grace  of  God,  or  not ;  for  it  muft  needs  be  a  matter  of 
vaft  importance,  whereio  God  interpofes  the  fol^mnity  of  an 
oath ;  and  to  think  otherwife,  is  to  charge  the  eternal  Gqd 
with  a  profanation  of  his  own  name,  which  he  will  not  fuSer 
in  others  without  the  highefl  refentment. 

3^/^,  As  if  his  word  and  his  oath  were  not  enough  to  con- 
vince us  of  his  mercy,  love,  and  good-will  toward  us,  he  hath 
given  the  mod  convincing  and  practical  demonftration  of  it 
that  was  poifible  for  God  to  give,  and  that  is,  by  giving  him- 
felf,  in  the  perfon  of  his  eternal  Son,  to  be  incarnate,  or-  ma* 
nifeiled  in  our  nature;  yea,  to  be  made  like  unto  us  ia 
»11  things,  fin  only  excepted.  O  how  great  is  this  myftery 
of  godlinefs,  God  manifefted  in  the  fleih  !  Without  contro- 
verfy, great  and  unfearchable  is  the  myftery  of  love  and 
goodoWill  that  fhines  with  a  meridian  luftre  in  an  incarnate 
Deity.  If  God  had  not  loved  us,  and  borne  fuch  a  hearty  defire 
after  our  happineds  ani  falvation,  would  he  even  made  fuch 
a  near  approach  -to  us  as  to  dwell  in  our  nature,  when  he 
pafled  by  the  nature  of  angels  ?  Yea,  he  was  not  content  to 
become  one  with  us  in  nature  ;  but  he  goes  further,  and  be- 
comes one  in  law  with  us  ;  he  puts  his  name  into  our  debt- 
•bond,  and  becomes  ^^  fin  for  us,  that  we  mig;ht  be  made  the 
righteoufnels  of  God  in  him ;"  he  becomes  "  a  curfe  for  us, 
tliat  we  might  inherit  the  bleffing."  It  was  a  view  pi  this 
defign  of  love  to  man,  (hining  in  the  incarnation  of  the  Son  of 
God,  which  made  the  angels  at  his  birth  to  break  forth  with 
that  celeftial  anthem,  **  Glory  to  God  in  the  higheft,  and  on 
earth  peace,  good-will  towards  men,"  Luke  ii.  14.  Now, 
this  love,  and  good- will  of  God  toward  man,  in  the  incarna- 
tion of  his  eterfial  Son,  is  propofed  in  the  gofpel- revelation,  as 
the  greateft  encouragement  iniaginable  for  guilty  rebellious  fin- 
ners  to  lay  afide  their  enmity  and  prejudice  againft  God,  and  fo  to 
put  their  truA  and  confidence  in  him  ;  as  is  plain,  like  a  fun- 
beam,  from  that  great  text,  John  iii.  i6;  "  God  fo  lo^ed  the 
world  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son  :"  Why,  what  was 
God's  defign  in  all  this  good- will  ?  "  That  whofoever  belie- 
veth  in  him,  fliould  not  perifli,  but  have  everlailing  life." 
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BecauCs  of  the  excellency  of  this  love,  the  fotis  of  men  do  pot 
their  truft  under  the  fhadow  of  his  wings.  Now,  I  fay,  faith, 
in  drawing  near  to  God,  it  takes  a  view  of  this  mercy  and 
love  of  God  in  Chrifl,  ai^d  upon  this  ground  raifes  itfelf  up 
focnetin^es  fo  high,  as  to  draw  near  in  full  aflurance  of  ac- 
ceptance :  for  ftill  it  would  be  remembered,  that  faith,  under 
the  conduct  of  the  Spirit,  takes  up  this  revealed  love  and 
mercy  of  God  to  finners,  with  particular  application  thereof 
to  t!)e  foul  itfelf,  as  was  before  hinted.  And  what  can  be 
more  encouraging  to  a  truil,  without  doubting  of  acceptance? 

0  then,  "  let  Ifrael  hope  in  the  Lord  ;  for  with  the  Lord  there 
is  mercy."  O  do  not  entertain  jealoufies  of  a  God  of  love,  ad 
though  he  were  difpleafed  or  diiTatisfied  with  yop  for  your 
trufting  in  his  mercy  ;  for  "  the  Lord  taketh  pleafure  in  thei^ 
that  fear  him,  in  thofe  that  hope  in  his  mercy."  ^ 

«.  Faith  grounds  its  aflurance  upon  the  m&nite  fewer  of  n 

promifingGod.  Being  once  perfuaded  of  his  love,  mercy,  and 

.  good- will  in  Chrift,  it  proceeds  to  faften  its  foot  upon  everle^l^ 

ingjirength,  as  fully  able  to  fulfil  what  he  has  promifed,  faying, 

1  know  that  thou  can  do  every  thing,  and  there  is  nothing  too 
hardjor  thee.  Indeed,  infinite  power,  armed  with  wrath  and 
fury,  is  the  terror  of  a  guilty  finner ;  but  infinite  power,  ani* 
mated  with  infinite  love,  proclaiming.  Fury  is  not  in  me^ 
through  the  r/anjpm  that  /  have  fonndy  is  a  noble  grpand  of 
truft,  and  may  embolden  a  guilty  finnf  r  to  "  take  hold  of  his 
ftrengthy  that  he  may  make  peaee  with  him."  Hence  it  is, 
that  the  power  of  God  in  Chrift  is  frequently  prefentcd  in 
fcripture  as  a  ground  of  truft.  If.  xxvi.  4.  •'  Truft  ye  in  the 
Lord  for  ever :  for  in  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  everkfting 
ftrength;'*  The  faith  of  Abraham  founded  itfelf  upon  this 
rock  of  the  power  of  God,  in  that  forecited  inftance,  Rom.  iv« 
when  he  believed  without  ftaggering  at  the  promife.  Being 
firft  perfuaded  of  God's  good- will  toward  him,  in  giving  him 
a  promife  of  the  MefEah  to  fpring  of  his  loins,  "  in  whom  all 
the  nations  of  the  earth  fliould  be  blefled  ;"  he  next  fixes  the 
eye  of  his  faith  upon  the  power  of  this  promifing  God,  $md 
was  **  fully  perfuaded,  that  what  he  had  promifed,  he  was 
able  alfo  to  perform."  So,  Matth.  ix.  27,  we  read  of  two  blind 
men  following  Chrift,  fending  their  cries  after  him,  **  Thou 
fon  of  David,  have  mercy  on  us."  They  firft  believed  that 
Chrift  was  the  promifed  Meffiah,  the  fon  of  David ;  and'  in 
this  they  faw  mercy  and  good- will  to  man  upon  earth,  he  be- 
ing the  feed  of  the  woman,  t!iat  fliould  bruife  the  head  of  the 
ferpent.  Well,  Chrift  leads  them  on  next  to  take  a  view  of 
the  power  of  God  in  him,  as  a  further  ""ground  of  ttuft  and 
confidence,  vcr.  28.  "  Jefus  faith  unto  tljcm,  Believe  ye  that 
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I  atn  able  to  do  this ?**  They  anfwer.  Tea,  Lord:  and  there- 
upon CSirift  fays  unto  tbem,  ver.  29.  **  According  to  your 
^th,  be  it  unto  you."  Thus,  1  fay,  faith  grownds  its  truft, 
confidence,  or  afTurance,  in  drawing  near  to  God  through  the 
flaw  and  living  way,  upon  the^e>a;^r  of  a  promiliug  God. 

O,  Sirs^  there  is  no  fuch  diitance  betwixt  God's  fajing  and 
bis  doing,  as  there  is  among  men  ;  for  his  faying  is  doing : 
Pfal.  xxxiii.  9.  "  He  fpake,  and  it  was  done  ;  he  command- 
ed, and  it  ftood  faft."  There  is  an  omnipotence  or  almighti- 
nefs  both  in  his  word  of  command,  and  in  his  word  of  pro- 
inife ;  therefore  it  is  called  the  word  of  his  power,  Heb.  i.  3. 
Aad  by  this  powerful  word,  he  upholds  th^  grcit  fabric  of 
^  be^^en  and  earth,  that  they  do  not  return  Unto  their  original 
nothing  ?  and  may  not  our  faith  venture  to  Hand  upon  that 
bottom,  on  which  heaven  and  earth  (lands  ?  We  are  not  afraid 
that  this  ponderous  globe  of  earth,  which  hangs  in  the  liquid 
aif j  Aide  away  from  under  our  feet  with  its  own  weight : 
Wby  ?  Beeaufe  we  believe  that  the  word  of  God's  power  has 
filcedit'ih  its  proper  place,  that  it  fliall  not  be  removed  for 
ever.  •  Why  fkould  we  not  reft  with  as  much  affured  confi- 
denee,  as  to  everlafling  concerns,  upoa  God*s  covenant  and 
premife,'  feeing  the  fame  power  of  God  is  in  the  word  of  pro- 
mUe,  as  in  that  word  which  upholds  the  earth  ?  Yea,  "  the 
fafliiont>f  this  world  paffeth  away,  but  the  word  of  the  Lord," 
his  Word  of  grace  and  promife,  the  foundation  of  faith  and 
truft,  *'  endurcth  for  ever*"  This  is  a  conQderation  which  at 
once  Q^oves  the  principal  difcouragements  that  faith  labours 
under..  What  is  it  that  weakens  our  faitli,  and  keeps  it  from 
arriving  at  a  full  affurance,  as  to  the  performance  of  the  pro- 
mife, but  one  of  thefe  two  ?  Either  we  look  upon  the  perform- 
ance of  the  promife  as  difficult,  or  uncertain.  Now,  faith 
eyeing  the  power  of  a  promifing,  reconciled  God  in  Chrift, 
can  eiSly  furmount  both,  and  eonclude,  that  the  performance- 
of  the  promife  is  both  eafy  and  certain,  (i.^)  It  \%  certain, 
for  it  depends  upon  the  will  of  an  unchangeable  God,  tlie 
promife  being  a  declaration  of  God's  purpofe  or  will  of  grace; 
he  was  willing  to  promife,  for  he  has  adually  done  it,  **  the 
word  is  gone  out  of  his  mouth  ;"  and  he  is  willing  to  perform, 
for  he  is  a  God  of  truth,  always  yea,  and  amen,  (2.)  Faith 
viewing  the  power  of  God,  fees  the  performance  to  be  eafy. 
What  more  eafy  than  a  word  fpeaking  ?  and  yet  one  word 
from  the  mouth  of  God,  can  give  being  and  accompliflimeiit 
to  all  the  promifes,  without  any  pain,  coft,  trouble,  or  ha- 
zard. The  covenant  of  grace  may  be  refcmbled  unto  a  tree, 
the  promifes  to  the  branches  of  the  tree,  b^.den  with  all  man- 
ner of  precious  fruit.     NoW;  the  kail  word,  the  lead  bre^tK 
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'  from  the  mouth  of  God,  ihakes  the  tree,  and  makes  all  the 
fruit  of  it  to  drop  down,  as  it  were,  into  the  believer's  bo- 
fom.  '  And  O,  niay  the  believer  argue,  will  not  he,  who  fo 
lovjed  a  lofl  worldy  as  to  gin)e  his  only  begotten  Son,  and  who 
loved  me,  and  gave  him/elf  for  me,  will  not  he  ware  a  word, 
or  the  breuh  of  his  mouth,  on  me  ?  Believe  it,  there  is  no- 
thing but  a  word  between  you  and  all  the  fure  mercies  of  Da^ 
vid :  yea,  the  word  is  already  paffed  out  of  his  mouth,  I 
mean,  the  word  of  grace  and  promife  ;  and  there  remains  no- 
thing but  for  you  to  believe,  truft,  and  confide  in  it,  acd  him 
that  made  it ;  and,  in  your  fo  doing,  all  the  fure  mercies  of 
the  promife  are  your  own  in  Chrift.  I  fuppofe  you  do  not 
doubt,  but  that  God  who  cannot  lie  has  promifed.  Now, 
there  is  as  much  reafon  to  believe  that  he  will  Jjerform,  as  to 
believe  that  he  has  paffed  his  promife  ^  for,  as  wa3  hinted 
above,  to  promife  and  perform,  to  fay  and  to  do,  are  all  one 
thing  with  him.  Indeed  when  men  promife,  there  is  much 
ground  to  doubt  the  performance,  becaufe  frequently  things 
caft  up  afterward,  which  render  it  impra6ticable  for  them  to 
do  as  they  have  faid.  But  no  fuch  thing  can  happen  unto, 
him,  who  perfe6tlyforefees  all  future  events,  and  who  com- 
mands things  that  are  not,  as  if  they  were.  Now,  I  fay, 
faith  fees  all  this,  and  thereby  raifes  itfelf  up  unto  a  foil  af- 
furance,  at  ieaft  there  is  ground  here  for  a  full  affurance  of 
faith,  and  no  ground  at  all  for  doubting  and  wavering.  And 
were  not  our  faith  pinioned  with  ignorance  and  unbelief,  it 
could  not  mifs  to  believe  without  ftaggering  upon  this  ground, 
as  did  the  faith  of  Abraham.  , 

3.  The  veracity  2LTid  faithfulnefs  of  a  God  in  "Chrifl:,*pawn- 
edin  the  prpmife,  is  another  ground  upon  which  faith  builds, 
when  it  draws  near  with  a  full  affurance.  Faithfulnefs  in 
God,  and  faith  in  man,  are  correlates ;  and  there  is  fuch  a 
iibnefs  and  relation  betwixt  thefe  two,  that  our  faith  cannot 
fubfift  without  faithfulnefs  in  God.  And,  on  the  other  hand, 
a  revelation  of  God's  faithfulnefs  would  have  been  needlefs, 
if  there  were  not  fome  to  believe  him.  The  light  would  be 
ufelefs,  if  there  were  not  an  eye  to  fee  it ;  and  the  eye  would 
be  ufelefs,  if  there  were  no  light.  To  an  unbelieving  finncr, 
the  Revelation  of  the  divine  faithfulnefs  is  as  unprofitable,  as 
light  is  to  a  blind  man  ;  and  our  faith  would  be  like  an  eye 
without  light,  if  there  were  not  faithfulnefs  in  God.  Yea, 
faithfulnefs  in  God  is  the  very  parent  of  faith  in  man.  Faith 
is  at  firfl  begot  and  wrought  in  the  foul  by  fome  difcovery  of 
the  divine  faith fuliicfs  in  the  word  of  grace  j  and  it  is  main- 
t«iined  and  increafed  in  the  fame  way  and  manner.  Whence 
is  it  that  fome  do  believe,  and  others  not,  who  equally  enjoy 

the 


Th  AJfurance  of  Faith j  opened  and  applied.  19  x 

the  fame  revealed  warrants  and  grounds  of  faith  ?  The  mat-* 
ter  is  this,  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  in  the  covenant  and  pro- 
mife  is  revealed  bj  the  Spirit  to  the  one,  and  vailed  and  hid 
from  the  other,  **  the  god  of  this  world  blinding  the  minds 
of  them  which  believe  not."  And  whence  is  it,  that  at  one 
time  a  believer  is  "  ftrong  in  faith,  giving  glory  to  God ;" 
and  at  another  time,  "  ftaggers  through  unbelief  ?'*  The  rea- 
fon  is  this,  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  at  one  time  is  fo  vifible  to 
him,  that  he  fees  it  to  be  like  a  mountain  ofhrafs  under  hina : 
at  another  time  his  light  is  fo  dark  and  dim,  .that  he  imagineii 
the  promife,  and  the  faithfulnefs  of  the  Promifer,  to  be  but 
like  a  broken  reed,  not  able  to  bear  his  Weight.  Rut,  O  Sirs, 
what  can  be  .ground  of  affurance,  yea  of  the  higheft  and  fulled 
aflurance  of  faith,  if  not  the  veracity  of  that  God,  who  hath 
**  righteoufnefs  for  the  girdle  of  his  loins,  and  faithfulnefs  for 
the  girdle  of  his  reins  ?" 

Let  us  but  take  a  view  of  the  hi^  fecurities  by  which  the 
dWiviQ faithfulnefs  is  engaged,  as  to  the  outmaking  of  his  pro-^ 
mife^  and  fee  if  there  be  not  ground  for  a  full  affurance  of 
faith.  The  moll  jealous  and  fufpicious  heart  in  the  world, 
could  not  defire  greater  fecurity  from  the  moft  treacherous 
perfon  on  earth,  than  a  God  of  truth  has  granted  unto  us,, for 
our  encouragement  to  believe. 

l^.  Then,  Let  it  be  confidered,  that  the  hare  promife^ 
though  there  were  no  more,  is  abundance  of  fecurity,  'efpe- 
cially  if  we  confider  whofe  promife  it  is;  it  is  "  God  that 
cannot  lie,  who  promifes."  A  gracelefs  Balaam  gives,  him 
this  teftimony,  **  God  is  not  a  man,  that  he  fliould  lie,  nei- 
ther the  fon  of  man,  that  he  fhould  repent ;  hath  he  faid,  and 
ihall  he  not  do  it  ?  or  hath  he  fpoken,  and  fliall  he  not  make 
it  good  ?"  We  will  adventure  to  truft  the  word  of  a  man  like 
ourfelves,  efpecially  if  he  be  a  man  of  integrity  and  honelly, 
who,  we  think,  will  not  falfify  his  word :  and  fliall  we  have 
truft  and  credit  to  give  to  a  man  that  may  lie  and  repent,  and 
ye^  no  credit  or  truft  to  give  to  him  for  whom  it  is  impofjible 
to  lief  'God  has  fo  great  a  regard  to  his  word  of  promife, 
that  it  is  of  more  worth  in  his  reckoning  than  heaven  and 
earth,  and  all  the  vifible  creation  ;  yea,  "  Heaven  and  earth 
fliall  pais  away,  but  one  jot  or  one  tittle  of  what  he  hath  fpo- 
ken fliall  never  fall  to  the  ground."  Yea,  I  will  adventure 
to  fay  further,  that  the  divine  faithfulnefs  is  fo  much  enga- 
ged in  the  promife,  that  his  \Qrybei71g  is  concerned  therein. 
Man  may  break  his  word,  and  continue  to  be  man  ftill ;  but 
God  could  not  be  God,  if  he  were  not  faithful  and  true,  be- 
caufe  faithfulnefs  is  effential  to  his  very  nature  and  being. 
Now^  is  not  that  word  a  fufEcient  ground  of  faith,  and  of  full 


Bfiuraoce,  as  to  the  perfonnance  of  Trhieh  the  very  bMg-^l 
a  God  of .  troth  is  lb  mucb  conceraed  ?  Bitt  this  is  mot  sA  % 
for,  -         .      ,     . 

2dly^  Not  only  is  the  word  of  protnife  pafled  out  of  Wd 
lipsy  but  it  is  entered  and  rtgifirate  ia  the  wdmrne  of  hit  boot. 
You  know^  the  bare  word  of  an  hoDcfk  man  is  gcMod,  but  his 
written  and  regiftrats  word  or  promife  is  better.  Whea  wo 
pat  a  man's  bond  in  the  regiiler  of  human  courts,,  it  is  in  of^ 
det  to  our  better  fecuritj,  and  getting  the  more  fpeedj  diK* . 
gence  thercupoti.  Now,  God'  has  confented  to  the  regiftra^ 
tioQ  of  4iis  wordof  prosiifr,  jpca,  it  is  actually  enroUcdand 
regiflrate  in  the  fcriptures  of  truth  ;  and  is  not  this  a  high 
engagemeut  of  the  faithftilneis  of  God?  Perhaps  you  may 
think,  if  you  had  voices,  viiions,  and  rerelations  from  heaveii 
immediat^,  you  could  believe ;.  but  1  can  aflure  you,  in  the 
name  of  God,  that  the  Bible,  the  book  of  God,  which  you 
hare  among  your  bands,  is  a  far  better,  a  much  more  fblid ' 
ground  of  faith  and  truft,  than  any  thing  of  that  kind.  The 
apoftle  Peter  telb  us^  a  Pet.  i.  17.  that  he  wa^  taken  up  Int« 
mount  Tabor,  at  Chrlft's  transfiguration,  and  there  he  heard 
a  voice  coming  forth  from  the  excellent  glory,  faykig,  '*  This 
is  my  beldved  Son,  in  wboim  I  am  well  pleafed."  This  was 
a  rare  privilege,  and  a  notable  encouragement  to  believe j 
but  yet,  feys  he,  vcr.  19*  **  We  have  a  more  fure  Wold  of 
prophecy:  whereunto  ye  do  well  that  ye  take  Kced,*^  &^ 
O,  Sirs,  think  on  this,  and  prize  and  improve  your  Bibles* 

idly^  The  fELithfilloef^  of  God  is  io  much  engaged  in  tho 
promife,  that  it  is  »  fealed  deed.  The  great  and  infinite 
Jehovah,  in  the  perfon  of  his  eternal  Son,  has  fettled  the  pro*' 
mife^  yea  fealed  it  with  hi&  bloods  Dan.  ix.  27.  we  are  toM 
ccMicerniag  tJbeMefikih,  that  he  fliould  cvnfirmlhi  covemtnt' 
V)itb  many.  And  how  doth  he  confirm  it^  but  by  his-de^th? 
Hence  the  bfood  of  Ch rift  is. called  .<*  the  blood  of  the  covc^ 
nant:*'  fo  Hob*  ix.  16.  17.  "  Where  a  teftament'  is,  there 
muft  alfo  of  neceffity  be  the  death  of  the  tcftator.  For  a  tef- 
tameat  is  of  force  after  iti en  arc  dead :  cthcrwife  it  »fs  cf  no 
ftrength  at  all  whilft  the  teftatoar  lireth/'  Thus,  I  fay,  the 
promife  is  fealed.  and  confirmed  by  the  blood  of  t!^  Lamby 
the  moft.vaUuble  feacl  that  ever  was  appended  to  any  deed 
in  the  world.  And,  in  token  and  teftimotty  oi  its  being  feal- 
ed by  a  Redeemer's!  blood,  God.  has  append^  two  other  vi- 
fible  fcala  luito  his  covenant  of  promife^  viz,  baptifm  and  tha 
Lord's  fupper,  which  are  "  feals  of  the  rightecufneliJ  of  faith  •,** 
that  is,  as  I  take  it,  feals  of  that  covenant  where  God  pro- 
mifes  peace  and  pardon,  gr;ice  and  gk)ry,  on  the  fcore  of.  ther 
imputed  righteouihcfs  of  Chrift,  apprehended  by  faith.    And 

whenever 


9%  Jfffurdna  of  Faith,  opened  and  appiied.         ^^ 

Whene^rer  thefe  fiicraments  are  difpenfed  to  ns^  according  to 
God's  appoiattlienty  we  have  a  feaied  and  confirmed  promife 
and  tefiament  put  into  Our  hands,  for  our  faith  to  feed  and 
feaft  upon. 

A/tbly^  The  faithfulne&  of  Grod  is  fo  far  enga^d  in  the 
prondife,  that  his  oalh  islnterpofed:  Heb.  vi.  13 — 18.  there 
we  read  of  **  two  immutable  things,  in  which  it  is  impoflible 
for  God  to  lie."  His  word  is  immutable,  for  it  is  always 
yea*  But  that  we  might  have  ftrong  confolation,  by  having 
a  ftrong  ground  of  faith  and  confidence,  he  fuperadds  his  im- 
mutable oath  :  he  not  only  fpeaks,  but  fwears.  Now,  ob- 
fcrve  how  the  apoftlc  fpeaks  of  the  oath  of  God,  ver.  i3, 
"  Becaufe  he  could  fwear  by  ^o  greater,  he  fware  by  him- 
felf ;''  q«  d.  If  God  could  have  gone  higher  in  his  oath,  lie 
Would  have  done  it.  The  foxm  of  God's  oath  is  peculiar  to 
himfel^  As  I  live  ;  he  fwears  by  his  life,  he  fwears  by  his' 
hofinefs,  he  fwears  by  his  being  and  Godhead*  As  true  as 
I  am  C5od,  /  viiU  hUfs  tbee,  fays  the  Lord  to  Abraham,  ver.' 
14*  But,  may  a  poor  foul  fay,  what  is  tliat  to  me  ?  ^har 
intereft  or  concern  have  1  in  God*s  oath  to  Abraham  ?  O  yes, 
fays  the  apoftle,  this  concerns  you  and  me,  **  who  have  fled 
few  refuge  io  lay  hold  upon  the  hope  fet  before  us,"  ver.  i8, 
Q^  d«  This  concerns  every  poor  foul,  tl^at  has  a  mind  for  fal- 
vacion  in  the  "  new  and  living  way  confecrated  for  us."  He 
HUiy'fay,  and  ihould  fay  in  himfelf.  As  fure  as  God  faid  and 
fware  to  Abrahaib,  fo  furely  hath  God  faid  and  fworn  that 
I  fliall  be  faved,  in  fleeing  for  refuge  to  Ghrift,  who  is  our 
hope^  As  if  the  Lord  (hould  fay,  O  finner,  1  fet  my  own 
Son  before  thee  in  the  gofpel,  as  thy  only  refuge  and  fanftu. 
aiy ;  I  fct  him  forth  as  a  propitiation  through 'faith  in  bis 
blood ;  O  flee,  flee  to  him  for  thy  life,  **  Turn  ye  to  your 
jlroog  bold,  ye  prifoners  of  hope ;"  for  as  fure  as  I  am  Grod, 
thou  (halt,  be  (aved  in  him:  **  Ifrael  fhall  be  fav^  in  the 
Lord  with  an  everlafling  falvation."  O  what  a  great  matter 
is  this,  the  oath  of  God !  What  will  we  ever  believe,  or 
whom,  will  we  believe,  if  we  do  not  believe  a  God  of  trutli 
fweiring  by  his  life  ?  Do  not  fay,  you  are  not  concerned 
with  his  oath  ;  for  as  by  believing  you  fet  to  your  feal,  that; 
he  is  true  in  what  he  fays  and  fwears  ;  fo  by  your  unbelief 
you  call  him  a  liar^  and,  upon  the  matter,  charge  him  with 
perjury^  as  was  already  hinted.  And  for  you  who  have  ac- 
tually fled  by  faith  unto  his  Son,  you  ihall  be  as  fure  of 
God's  blefling  through  eternity,  as  ever  Abraham  was,  when 
he  heard  God  fWearing  to  him,  <*  Surely,  blefiing  I  will  blefs 
ihee,  and  multiplying,  I  will  multiply  thee." 

Sthiy,  The  faithfulnefs  of  God  is  yet  further  engaged  to 
Vol.  I.  0  o  ^^Vv^N^x-s 
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l^elievcrs  in  the  promifr,  bj  giving  a  pledge  or  arls  of  the  fiill 
performance :  and  the  pledge  he  gives,  is  of  more  worth  than 
heaven  and  earth.  O,  fajyou,  what  is  that  ?  1  anfwer.  It  is 
the  "  holj  Spirit  of  promife,  which  is  the  earned  of  the  inhe- 
ritance," Eph,  i.  13.  14.  If  ever  thou  felt  the  holy  Spirit 
breathing  on  thee,  by  his  faving  influences  and  operations, 
thou  haft  the  earneft  of  the  inheritance,  a  pledge  that  all  the 
.promifes  fliall  be  fully  accompliflied  in  God*s  time.  You 
know,  if  a  man  give  a  pledge,  it  is  a  fecurity  for  the  full 
bargain  ;  and  if  a  man  do  not  fulfil  his  bargain,  he  lofes  hia 
pledge  :  fo  here,  God  will  as  foon  forfeit  his  Spirit,  as  break 
his  word.  And  is  not  this  notable  fecurity  to  the  believer? 
Is  not  this  a  high  engagement  of  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  ?  • 

6thlyy  The  faithfulnefe  of  God  is  yet  further  engaged  in 
the  promife,  by  the  concurring  declaration  of  the  moft  fa» 
moos  witnejjes  that  ever  bore  teftimony  in  any  caufe,  jointly 
attefling  the  truth  of  the  promife,  and  veracity  of  the  Promi- 
ijsr,  I  John  v.  7.  **  There  are  three  that  bear  record  in  hea- 
ven, the  Father,  the  Word,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft :  and  thefe 
three  are  one.''  The  eternal  Father  attefts  the  truth  of  the 
promife  with  a  <^  Thus  faith  the  Lord."  The  Son  attefts  it, 
vho.is  the  effential  and  fubftantial  Word ;  for  he  is  "  the 
truth,  the  Amen,  the  faithful  and  true  witiiefs,  who  fpeaks 
in  righteoufnefs."  The  Holy  Ghoft  attefts  it;  for  he  is 
**  the  Spirit  of  truth,  leading  into  j^ll  truth  ;'*  he  is  the  holy 
Spirit  of  promife^  not  only  becauC?  h^  himfelf  is  promifed,  but 
becaufe  he  teftifie^  of  the  truth  of  the  promife,  and  faithful- 
uefs  of  the  Promifer ;  J^nd,  by  his  power  and  efficacy,  feals 
and  ftaraps  thefe  upon  the  foul,  whereby  he  vforks  faith  or 
believing.  Now,  all  thefe  three  witnelTcs  are  o«^/  not  only 
ene  in  effence,  but  one  in  their  teftimony.  And  what  is  th© 
teftimony  and  record  of  a  Trinity?  It  i^  this,  ver.  11. 
^hat  God  hath  given  (i.  e.  granted  in  his  covenant  of  grace 
and  promife)  to  us  eternal  life  ,•  and  this  life  is  in  his  Son. 
And  when  this  record  or  teUimony  of  a  Trinity  is  not  belie- 
ved, we  make  God  a  lia^r.  From  the  whole,  you  fee  what 
high  and  deep  engagements  the  divine  faithfulnefs  is  come 
under  for  the  ou^nakipg  and  accoir.pliftiment  of  the  promife. 
O,  then,  *^  let  i^s  draw  i^ear  with  a  true  heart,  in  full  afiu- 
rance  of  faith  ;  for  faithful  is  he  that  hath  promifed  accejp- 
tance  in  the  behoved." 

But  now,  afi^r  all. that  has  been  faid,  fome  may  be  ready 
to  objeft.  It  is  true,'  the  good-will,  power^  and  veracity , of 
the  Promifer,  are  excellent  erxcuragements  to  thefe  whp  have 
a  right  to  the  promife-  to  draw  near  to  God  in  Chrift  'vitlx 
full  aHurance  of  faith ;  but  that  1$  my  ft  rait  and  diiH(;ul';- ,  I 
^  doubt 
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4oubt  and  fear,  left  I  have  no  claiip  or  title  to  the  promife  oi 
Welcome  into  tfte  holieft  by  the  blood  of  Jefus,  by  that  new 
ind  living  way.     An  anfwer  to  this  leads  me  to, 

4.  A/ourtb  ground  (taken  in  cdnneftion  with  die  former) 
upon  which  faith  may  build  its  affurance,  ii;  drawing  near  to 
God  by  the  new  and  living  way,  and  that  is,  the  itidorfement 
or  direBion  of  the  promife  of  welcome  through  Chrlft.  To 
whom,  fay  you,  is  the  promife  indorfcd  ?  I  anfwer.  It  is  di- 
re6ted  to  every  man  to  whom  the  joyful  fotund  of  this  ever- 
lafting  gofpel  reacheth,  John  iii.  16.  There  you  fee  that  the 
promife  of  acceptance,  and  of  eternal  life  through  Chrift, 
reaches  forth  its  arms  to  a  loft  world :  "  Whofoever'belie- 
veth  in  him,  fliall  not  perifh,  but  have  everlafting  life."  So 
here,  Whofoever  draweth  near  to  the  holieft  by  the  blood  of 
Jefus,  by  the  new  and  living  way,  t^hrough  the  mediation- o£ 
the  great  high  prieft,  fliall  obtain  grace  and  mercy  to  help 
them  in  time  of  need.  The  covenant  of  grace,  and  proniifes 
thereof,  are  fo  framed  by  Infinite  Wifdom,  in  the  external  dif- 
penfation  of  the  gofpel,  that  they  look  to  every  man  and  wo- 
iman,  and,  as  it  were,  invite  them  to  believe,  and  encourage 
them  to  enter  into  the  holieft.  He  that  fits  on  a  throne  of 
grace,  caUs  every  one  within  his  hearing,  to  come  for  grace 
and  mercy,  afluring  them,  that  come  to  him  who  will,  **  he 
win  in  no  wife  caft  out.**  '  And  we  that  are  the  heralds  and 
nainifters  of  the  great  King,  whofe  name  is  **  the  Lord,  mer- 
cifiil  and  gracious,"  have  warrant  and  commifiUcn  to  proclaim^ 
that  to  you^  men^  and  the  Jons  of  man ^  is  the  word  of  this  faU 
vationfent :  The  promife  is  dire£ted  unto  you^  as  a  ground  oi. 
faith,  even  **  to  you,  and  to  your  feed,  and  to  all  that  are  afar 
offi  even  as  many  as  the  Lord  our  God  fliall  call."  There  is 
not  the  leaft  peradventure,  but  the  call  or  command  of  belie- 
ving is  to  every  01.  e,  othcrwife  unbelief  could  not  be  their- ' 
finl  Now,  the  promife,  in  the  indorfement  and  direftioa 
thereof,  muft  be  as  extenfive  as  the  commai.d :  thefe  two  are 
infeparably  linked  together,  both  in  the  external  difpenfa- 
tion,  and  in  the  inward  application  of  the  Spirit ;  infomuch 
that  whofoerer  is  commanded  to  believe,  has  right  to  the 
promife,  as  the  immediate  ground  of  h^  faith  ;  and  Tvhofo- 
ever  actually  believes,  and  builds  upofi  this  ground,  has  the 
promife  in  his  pofleflion.  Take  away  the  promife  from  the 
command  of  believing,  you  feparate  what  God  has  joined  to- 
gether, and,  in  effedt,  command  men  to  build  without  a  foun- 
dation. It  is  true,  Chrift  is  the  objeft  of  faith  ;  but  it  is  as 
true,  that  he  can  only  be  the  obje^  of  faith  to  us,  as  he  is 
brought  near  in  the  word  of  faith  or  promife,  Rom.  x.  8. 
And  therefore:,  feeing  the  promife  is  to  you  and  me,  and  eve-* 

0  o  z  \^ 
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xj  one  wjtw)  liears  this  go^pfeU  I.  o^ay  w»ri;^uUly  fay  wkfc 
the  ^podie,  Heb«  iv.  x.  *'  X^t  V3  fear,  left  a  pxQmife  bem^ 
left  us  of  entering  in^o  hi»  refty  »qy  of  you  flioul4  iiseiB  to 
fQOie  ibon  of  it."  Fro^i  wjiicb  text  it  19  piaio^  that  th^ 
promife  of  an  everlafting  v^  in  and  through  Chrift,  n  l^i 
even  to  thefe  who,  like  the  Ifraelites,  may  i!omi  Jhort  of.  M 
through  unbelief*  And  how  is  it  left  us,  but  to  be  applie4 
by  fajtb  ?  Cbrift  our  elder  brother  hay  left  his  confirm^  teL 
tament  ia  our  hands,  to  be  improveja  and  ufed  in  a  way  of 
believingy  in  prder  to  our  being  actually  entitled  to^  and  in 
due  time^  fully  poiFefled  of  t.bat  reft,  which  is  the  purchafe  ol 
his  death  and  blood.  O,  then,  let  us  fe^r,  left,  when  the  pro^ 
^ife  is  thi^s  left  Us,  we  ibould  feem  to  come  ihort  of  the  pofii 
jfepioQ ;  for  the  pronaife  can  never  be  ours  in  pofteifion^  tbougb 
l^t  us,  unlefs  we  believe ;  as  is  plain  from  the  words  im^me^^ 
i^at^ly  following,  ver.  2.  where  it  15  added,  concerning  the 
unbelieving  Jews,  "Tie  word  preached  (viz.  the  proroife  o£ 
iflterittg  u$to  bis  re^,  as  is  plain  from,  the  connexion)  did  n9t 
profit  tbem^  not  being  mixed  with  faith  in  them  that  beard  it* 
A  king's  proclanaation^  ^jid  promife  of  pardon  to  a  company 
of  n;bd8|  cannpt  profit  anj  of  them  but  fuch  as  accept  of  it« 
A  legacy  left  by  latter-will  of  a  rich  and  wealthy  friend,  ta 
a  certain  fztfxUj,  without  fpecifying  one  individual  perfon  of 
.^he  familyi  can  only  profit  that  perfon,  or  thefe  branches  o£ 
tjie  family  who  claim  right  to  the  legacy,  upon  their  friend'9 
tefi^ment  -^  but  to  the  reft  it  is  unprofitable,  becaufe,  tbroughk 
pride,  or  ignorancej  or  {lotb>  they  forfi^e  their  own  merejit 
Or,  fuppofe  91  letter  fliQuld  come  indorfed  to  me,  cont9^nin^ 
a^  bank-note  of  50,  iqo,  or  xooo  pounds  fterling,  or  more  i^ 
you  will ;  the  indorfement  of  the  letter  to  me#  gives  one  a 
right  to  carry  the  bill  to  the  bank,  and  aik  payment :  bnt  if, 
tltrough  p^ide  and  conceit  that  I  am  rich,  and  increafed  with 
goods,  I  will  not  receive  the  letter,  nor  aik  payment  of  tho 
Ivim,  in  that  cafe  I  coine  fiiort  of  my  own  privilege,  an4 
it.  Uecoine^  unprofitable  to  me.  I  own,  that  in  every  one 
qi  %l^tie  finvilitudes^  there  is  a  diffimilitude ;  the  only  ufe  % 
make  of  them  is,  to  ftiew  how  near  Cbrift  and  his  falvation 
is.bfpixght  uQto  us  m  the  word  of  faith  or  promife,  tha^ 
thereby  we  may  be  encouraged  to  draw  near  by  the  blood  o£ 
jefus„  with  full  afturance  of  faith,  feeing  he  is  faithful  that 
b^th  promifed  acceptance  in  this  new  and  living  way.  Tot 
all  that  is  faid,  I  fliall  only  add, 

5.  Let  it  encourage  us  to  draw  near  in  fvril  aflurance  of 

'  faith,  that  there  is  no  lawfid  impediment  to  hinder  pur  accef» 

5/7J  /zicceis,  ill,  entering  with  boldnefs  into  the.  holieft  by  the 

blood  o//efu^.    £very  bar  ^nd  hiud^t^^c;^  ti^v^  ilt^^^^W  ^^t 
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^M^  ]»'  ipercif qUy  removed  by  our  gr§at  high  priejl^  wbo  is 
OT«r  tbi  boufi  of  God,  All  the  impediments  that  can  be 
pleaded  on  God's  part,  ^re  the  law^  jujlice^  and  bolinefs  of 
God  \  and  all  the  idopediment  that  can  be  pleaded  ou  our 
part  is  Jin.  Now,  none  of  thefe  ought  to  hinder  our  draw- 
ing near  ia  this  new  and  living  waj^  with  full  aflurance  of 
&ith. 

A4.  for  die  hwy  that  cannot  be  a  juft  impediment  to  binder 
i^r  accefs  ;  for  that  moment  the  foul  enters  by  Chrifi,  as  th« 
HfHiy  to  the  Father,  the  law  get<;  its  end,  Chrift  being  **  the 
cad  of  the  law  for  righteou&efs  to  every  one  that  believeth." 
I<Icw,  can  the  law  be  againU  its  own  end,  or  that  which  gives 
k>its  due?  All  that  the  law  demands  is  a  perfect, and  finlefs 
ligfateoufiaefs )  give  it  that,  and  it  has  no  >rore  to  feek.  Now,. 
ibis  the  law  gets,  that  moment  that  a  fi.iner  believes,  or 
4t«ws  ioai:  by  the  blood  of  Jefus.  "  What  the  law  could 
Hot  do,  iQ  that  it  -was  weak  through  the  fleih,  God  fending 
his  own  Son,  in  the  likenefs  of  fintul  flefb,  and  for  iin  condemn«- 
ed  fia  in  the  ftefli:  that  the  righteoufuefs  of  the  law  might  bo  . 
fulfiUfd  in  us,  who  walk  not  after  the  fle&,  but  after  the  Spi- 
rit,'* R^m,  viii.  3.  4«  From  whence  it  is  plain,  that  every 
foul  that  believes  in  Chrift,  is  that  moment  vefted,  by  irnpu* 
tatioa,  with  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Son  of  God,  whereby 
^<  the  law  is  magnified,  and  made  honourable,^'  And  there* 
fere,  in  drawing  near  by  the  blood  of  Jefus,  iDi1;ead  of  having 
the  lew  againft  us,  we  have  the  law  for  us,  and  on  our  fide ; 
we  have  a  perfeft  law-righteoufaefs  to  plead  upon. 
:,  Agaio^  as  for  the  fuJHct  of  God,  this  is  ready  to  fcare  us, 
iMho  ate  guilty  finners,  from  fo  much  as  looking  toward  the 
holieft,  or  the  place  where  God's  honour  dwells.  But  this 
ean  be  no  impediment  either  to  our  drawii^g  near  by  the 
Uood  of  Jefus,  with  full  aflurai>ce  of  faith  :  Why  ?  That 
which  juftice  demands,  is  a  complete  fatisfaflion  for  the  in^ 
jury  done  to  the  honour  and  authority  of  God,  by  the 
breach  and  violation  of  the  holy  and  righteous  law,  wl.icb 
was' a  tranfcript  of  the  purity  and  equity  of  his  nature  :  now, 
when  a  iianer  draws  near,  or  enters  into  the  holiefl  by  the 
blood  of  Jefus,  he  gives  juilice  that  which  it  wants  alfe, 
namely,  a  ranfotn  of  infinite  value,  even  the  ranfom  that  God 
h^Afiund^  xYiQ  propitiation  that  God  has  fet  forth  in  the  gof^ 
pel,  to  be  received  by  faith.  Tl)e  man,  in  believing,  he,  as  it 
Were,  prefents  this  ranfom  unto  juftice  for  the  fin  of  his  (oul ; 
and  whenever  juftice  fees  this  ranfom  of  the  blood  of  Jefus 
in  the  hand  of  faith,  it  affoiliies  and  acquits  the  foul  from  all 
law- penalties,  declaring  that  noiv  there  is  no  Condemnation  t^ 
that  map,  Rom.  viii,  z,  ict  none  fxQnx  heucefouYv  **  Va-l  ^^1 
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thitig  to  his  charge  :  for  it  is  God  that  juftiiSeth  ;  who  thcrf 
is  he  that  fliall  condemn  ?  It  is  Chrift  that  died,  yea  rather^ 
that  is  rifcn  again,  who  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  wha 
alfo  maketh  interceffion."  Thus  juilice,  inftead  of  barring', 
our  way  to  the  holieft,  becomes  our  friend,  and  cafts  open  the 
door  of  acccfs  to  us  :  for  God  is  jujl^  when  he  is  *^  the  jufti^ 
fier  of  them  that  believe  in  Jefus." 

As  for  the  holinefs  of  God,  that  feems  to  ftand  as  an  infu- 
perable  bar  in  our  way  of  entering  into  the  holieft,  by  reafon  . 
of  the  blot,  defilement,  and  pollution  of  fin,  which  renders  ua* 
utterly  loathfome  in  the  fight  of  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael.  But, 
glory  to  God  in  the  higheft,  this  bar  is  alfo  removed  by  the 
blood  of  Jefus  ;  for,  that  moment  a  finner  comes  under  th^ 
covert  of  this  blood,  and  draws  near  to  God  under  this  cover« 
ing,  he  hath  his  heart  thereby  "  fprinkled  from  an  evil  con- 
fcience,  and  his  body  wa(bed  with  pure  water."  That  fame 
ifioment  that  the  righteouiiiefs  of  the  fecond  Adam  is  extend- 
ed to  us  for  juftification,  his  Spirit  enters  into  us  for  fan6tifi- 
cation,  renewing  us  in  the  whole  man,  after  the  image  of 
God.  And  the  blood  of  Jefiis  not  only  cancels  the  guilt  of 
fin,  which  made  us  obnoxious  to  the  Hw  and  juftice  of  God  5 
but  it  hides  and  covers  the  filth  of  fin,  from  the  eyes  of  im«- 
maculate  holinefs.  Yea,  holinefs  is  fo  much  the  finner'a 
friend,  in  drawing  near  through  the  blood  of  Jefus,  that  this 
attribute  of  the  divine  nature  is  pawned  in  the  promife  of  ao. 
ceptance  made  to  Chrift  and  his  feed,  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  2.  35.  On 
which  account  1  may  exhort  all  true  believers,  in  the  words 
of  the  pfalmift,  PfaL  xxx  4.  ^^  Sing  unto  the  Lord,  O  ye  faints 
of  his,  and  give  thank§  at  the  remembrance  of  his  holipefe.'* 
Thus  then,  I  fay,  all  impediments  and  bars  on  God's .  part, 
that  might  hinder  our  accefs  into  th^  holieft,  are  removed  by 
the  blood  of  Jefus  ;  and  therefore,  kt  us  draw  near  with  q  true 
hearty  in  full  ajfurance  of  faiths  . 

As  for  impediments  on  our  part,  they  may  be  more  par- 
ticularly fpoken  to  in  the  application.  I  fhall  only  fay  at; 
the  time,  that  the  fum- total  of  them  all  amounts  to  this,  that 
we  ^v^Jinners,  and  fo  wretched,  mil'erable,  poor,  blind,  and 
naked,  that  we  canhot  think  that  ever  God  will  receive  or 
welcome  U9#  But  at  once  to  roll  away  this  impediment,  let 
it  be  confidered,  that  this  new  and  living  way  of  accefs  intor 
the  holieft,  is  only  calculate  for  finners  :  **  Chrift  call^ 
not  the  righteous  (or  innocent),  but  finners,"  to  enter  by 
him,  as  the  way  to  the  Father.  If  you  were  not  finners,  but 
righteous,  as  Adam  was  before  the  fall,  you  would  not  need 
to  enter  hy  the  blood  of  Jefus.  But  feeing  the  way  ani  door 
to  the  holieft  is  juft  fhaped  and  calculate  for  the  finner,  let  no& 
.       '  the 
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Ijic  finner  fcare  to  enter  by  it  into  the  prefence  of  God ;  efpe- 
cially  when  he  calls  us,  who  are  finnersy  to  draw  near  with  a 
true  heart  in  futl  ajfurance  of  faith.  Faithful  is  he  tliat  hith 
promifed  acceptance  in  the  beloved. 


CHAP.     VI. 

Containing  the  ArrLlCATloN  of  the  preceding  Do&rine. 

I  Proceed  now  to  wind  up  the  whole  of  this  difcourfe  in 
fome  praftical  improvement  thereof ;  which  I  fliall  en- 
deavour to  manage,  as  briefly  as  I  can,  in  the  few  following 
inferences. 

Inf.  1.  From  what  has  been  faid,  we  may  fee,  that  there  is 
a  myftery  in  believing,  which  the  world  does  not  uncferftand, 
yea,  which  noije  can  know  without  "  that  Spirit  which  is  of 
God,  whereby  we  know  the  things  that  are  freely  given  to  us 
of  God.'*  The  apoftle,  i  Tim.  iii.  9.  fpeaks  of  the  myjlcry 
ef  faith.  And  indeed  every  thing  about  it  is  a  mjllery. 
The  way  of  its  produdion,  or  how  it  is  wrought  in  the  foul, 
by  the  power  of  the  eternal  Spirit,  is  a  myftery  :  "  Who  can 
tell  how  the  bones  are  formed  in  the  womb  of  her  that  is 
with  child  ?"  far  lefs  are  we  capable  to  account  for  the  way 
and  manner  of  the  Spirit's  operation  in  forming  and  creating 
iis  in  Chrift  Jefus  by  faith.  Hence  is  that  of  Chrift  to 
Nicodemus,  John  iii.  8.  "  The  wind  bloweth  where  it  lifteth, 
and  thou  heareft  the  found  thereof,  but  canft  not  tell  whence 
it  cometh,  and  whither  it  goeth  :  fo  is  every  one  that  is  borft 
of  the  Spirit.**  How  the  Spirit  0^  God  drops  intO'  the  heart 
the  incorruptible  feed  of  his  own  word,  and  impregnates  it 
there,  fo  as  to  turn  it,  though  in  itfelf  but  a  dead  letter,  into 
a  living  principle,  purifying  the  heart,  debafing  felf,  and  car- 
rying the  foul  diredly  into  Chriil  for  all,  is  a  myftery  which 
we  cannot  comprehend  or  account  for.  And  then  the  objeft 
of  faith  is  a  great  myftery.  G  'd,  the  ultimate  objeft  of  ir, 
is  ah  awful  myftery :  "  Who  can  by  fcarching  find  l)im  out,'* 
cither  in  his  efpnce,  operations,  or  manner  of  his  exiftence. 
One  in  three,  and  three  in  One  ?  Chrift,  the  more  immediare 
pbjecl  of  faith,  is  a  great  myftery,  an  incan  ate  Dtity : 
**  Without  controverfy  great!  is  the  myftery  of  godlmefs  : 
God  was  manifrft  in  rh"  flefti/*  The  go Ipel- covenant,  by 
which  ve  believe  1^  Cnriii,  is  a"  inyfteiy  which  hath  been 
|iid  from  ages,  s^:.d  from  gt»,erations,  but  uow  is  made  mani- 

■■      feit 
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fefl:  to  the  faints.^  And,  laflljr,  the  aftings  of  ISaith  upoti  its 
obje&s  is  a  great  mjrftery ;  how'  the  poor  believer  on  earth 
can  receiire  Chrift  in  heaven,  at  the  right»hand  of  God  :  how 
he  applies  hin»  as  his  own  Savionr,  his  own  I^fOphet,  Prieft, 
and  King,  upon  the  indefinite  grant  that  is  made  of  him  ia 
the  new-covenant,  where  the  man  is  neither  defigiied  by  name- 
or  firname :  how  faith  makes  ufe  of  Chrifl  and  his  fulnef?^ 
with  as  great  freedom  as  a  man  makes  ufe  of  meat  and  drink 
that  is  fet  before  him,  on  which  account  it  is  faid  to  "  eat 
the  flelh  and  drink  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  man  :  how  it  puts 
on  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  and  glories  in  the  obedience 
of  another,  as  though  the  man  had  fulfilled  the  law  in  his  owa 
perfon :  how  it  draws  forth  the  fulnefs  of  the  Gk>dhead, 
dwelling  bodily  in  Chrift,  and  thus  fills  the  foul  with  the  fid^ 
ne/s  of  God :  how  it  will  take  a  bare  word,  dropping  frbOi 
God's  mouth,  and  rejoice  in  it  as  one  that  findeth  great  fpoils  : 
how  it  will  take  this  word,  and  draw  near  to  him  in  the  ntW 
and  living  way,  with  full  aflurance  of  acceptance.  Thefe 
things  are  myfteries  which  fleOi  and  blood  cannot  reVeal :  knd 
yet  to  every  true  believer  it  is  given,  in  lefs  or  more,  to 
know  thefe  myfteries  of  the  kingdom. 

Ifif,  2.  From  this  doftrinc  we  may  fee  the  excellency  o£ 
the  grace  of  faith.  When  it  takes  a  view  of  the  b/ood  o/yt-^ 
fus,  of  the  new  and  living  way^  and  of  the  High  Prieft  6ver  tht 
houfe  of  God,  it  can  draw  near  to  the  holiefl  with  full  ajfu^ 
ranee  of  welcome.  And  it  is  not  without  warrant  that  faith 
promifes  itfelf  welcome  from  the  Lord  in  its  approaches  to 
him  through  Chrift ;  God  has  made  the  fame,  yea,  much 
greater  grant  to  the  grace  of  faith,  as'  AJhafuerus  made  unto 
Efther,  chap.  ix.  12.  **  What  is  thy  petition  ?  and  it  dall  be 
granted  tl\ee :  or  what  is  thy  requeft  ?  and  it  fliall  be  done.^* 
Compare  this  with  John  xiv.  13.  14.  **  Whatfoever  ye  fliall 
aik  in  my  name,  that  will  1  do,  that  the  Father  may  be  glori- 
fied in  the  Son.  If  ye  fliall  alk  any  thing  in  my  name,  I  will 
do  it."  So  Mark  xi.  24.  **  What  things  foever  ye  defire 
when  ye  pray,  believe  that  ye  receive  them,  and  ye  fliall  have 
them."  As  Ahafuerus  put  a  peculiar  honour  upon  Efther, 
and  preferred  her  above  all  the  maids  in  his  kingdom  \  fo 
God,  the  King  of  kings,  ftamps  a  peculiar  honour  and  excel- 
lency upon  the  grace  of  faith,  preferring  it  above  all  the 
other  graces ;  on  which  account  it  may  fay  with  Mary,  Luke 
1.  48.  **  He  hath  regarded  the  low  eftate  of  his  hand-maiden." 
Though  God  be  high,  yet  hath  he  a  rcfpeft  unto  the  lowly : 
though  he  .be  the  high  and  lofty  One  that  inhabiteth  eternity^ 
yet  he  dwells  with  the  humble:  he  delights  to  choofe,  and 
put  honour  upon  the  foolifli,  weak,  bafe,  and  defpifed  things 
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of  this  world;  jea^  be.cboofes  ^*  things  which  ure  not,  to 
bring  to  nought  things  that  are."     Faith  is  the  cneaneft  and 
Ibweft,  the  pooreft  and  moft  beggarl  j  of  all  the  other  graces ; 
for  all  the  other  graces  they  give  fomething  unto  Ood,  whereas 
faith,  like  a  mere  beggar,  comes  not  to  give  anj  thing,  but  to 
get    and  receive  all :    and  yet  God  take^  this  beggar,-  and 
fets  it  among  princes^  to  allude  unto  that  expref&on,  Pfal» 
cziii*  7*  8.    Such  honour  and  preferment  does  God  put  upon 
this  grace,  that  though  he  has  faid,  *^  He  will  not  give  his 
glory,  to  another ;"  yet  fo  little  jealoufy  has  he  of  the  grace 
of  faith,  that  he,  as  it  were,  fets  it  upon  the  throne  with  him- 
feij^  afcribing  things  to  it,  which  are  proper  and  peculiar  unto 
him&lf  only  :  he  lets  the  jewels  of  his  crown  upon  the  head  of 
faith.    The  falvatiop  of  a  lod  fiinner  is  Crod's  prerogative ;  he 
sdone  is  *^  the  God  of  falvation,  to  whom  belong  the  iflues 
from  death  i"  and  yet  we  find  this  attributed  unto  the  grace 
of  £aith^  **  Thy  faith  hath  faved  thee,  (fays  Ghrift) ;  go  in 
peace."     Juftification  is  peculiar  unto  God  only,  //  is  God 
that  ju/lifietbf  (ays  the  apoflle  ;  and  yet  the  fame  apoille  af- 
cribes  the  juftification  of  a  finner  unto  fiuth.     "  A  man  is 
juftified  by  faith  without  the  deeds  of  the  law."     God  alone 
is  the  Lordoflifty  who  kills ^  and  makes  alive  ;  and  yet  life  is 
afcribeduntofaith,  J'bejufijbaillivebj  bis  faith.  Omnipotency 
is  God's  peculiar  prerogative,  he  is  tbe  Almigbty  ^  and  yet 
there  is  almightinefs   attributed   ucto  faith.  All  tbings  are 
pojjihle  to  bimtbat  believetb*     Ifvfc  bavc  faitb  as  a  grain  of 
muftard'feedy  we  may.  fay  unto  this  and  the  other  mountain^ 
Serfbou  removed,  cmdit  JhaUbe  done.     If  we  r^ad  the  ixth 
chapter  of  the  Hebrews,  we  Ihall  find  things  afcribed  to  faith, 
which  nothing  but  Omnipotency  itfielf  could  effe£l,  fucli'  «s 
the  **  Hopping  the  mouths  of  lions,  quenching  the  violence  of 
fire,  rafiing  tbe  dead,"  and  the  like.     Now,  would  you  know 
why  God  doth  thus  attribute  works  and  perfedions  to  faith, 
which  are  proper  to  hinifelf  alone  ?    The  plain  reaibn  is,  be- 
caufe  £siith  is  fuch  a  low,  meaii^  felf-denied  grace,  that  it  is 
juft  the  genius  aod  nature  of  it  to  exclude  felf,  yea,  to  exclude 
itfelf,  to  glory  in  the  Lord  alone,  and  to  give  him  the  glory 
due  .unto  hi»  name,  faying,  ''  'Not  unto  us,  O  Lord,  not  unto 
us,  but  unto  thy  name  be  the  glory.'*     Does  faith  fave  us  ? 
Yes  it  does:    but  then  it  turns  the  glory  of  falvation  over 
upon  .the  author  thereof,  faying.  Our  God  is  tbe  God  offaU 
tfati^n.     Does  the  juft  man  live  by  faith  ?    Yes :  but  then 
faith  flcps  in  with  It  is  not  I :  Gal.  ii.  ao.  J  live  ;  yet  not  I, 
but  Cbrijl  livetb  in  me.     Does  faith  juftify  ?    Ycii,  it  d6th  : 
but  then  its  language  is.  Surely  in  the  Lord  have  I  righteouf- 
nefsj  in  bim  wiU  I  bfijujlified^  and  in  him  alone  will  1  glory. 
Vol.  I.  P  p  C^^ 
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Can  faith  do  every  thing  ?  Yea,  but  it  is  by  leaning  on  tficr 
arm  of  omnipotency.  ^'  I  can  do  all  things  through  Chrift 
which  ftrengtheneth  me.'*  Thus,  I  fay^  faith  it  arrogates  and 
claims  nothing  to  itfelf,  but  gives  unto  the  Lprd  the  glory 
due  unto  his  name.  And  fo  zealous  is  faith  to  have  God 
alone  exalted,  particularly  the  freedom  of  his  grace  in  the 
juftification  and  falvation  of  a  finner,  that,  though  believing 
be  the  higheil  and  greateft  aft  of  obedience  that  a  perfon  caa 
yield  unto  the  moral  law,  yet  that  boafting  njay  be  for  ever 
excluded,  it  excludes  and  ihuts  out  itfelf  from  the  rank  and 
category  of  works,  or  afts  of  obedience,  Rom.  iv.  5.  **  To  him 
that  worketh  not,  but  believeth  in  him  that  juftifieth  the  un- 
godly, his  faith  (objefiively  confidered)  is  counted  for  righte- 
oufnefs/*  It  is  the  peculiar  excellency  o^  faith,  that  it  (inks 
its  own  ad,  that  its  bleiTed  objed,  Christ,  may  be ''  all  in  all ; 
it  rejoices  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and  triumphs  always  in  him*'* 
And  though,  as  I  was  faying,  it  be  the  poorefi,  loweft,  and 
xnoft  beggarly  of  all  the  other  graces  ;  yet  it  is  a  grace  that 
prides  itfelf  in  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  by  his  blood  enters  with 
boldnefs  into  the  holieft. 

Infn  3.  If  it  be  the  will  of  God  that  we  fliould  draw  near 
with  full  afiurance  of  faith ;  hence  I  infer,  that  unbeliei^  whe- 
ther reigning  in  the  wicked,  or  remaining  in  the  faints,  cannot 
fhun  to  be  moft  difpleaiing  and  offenfive  unto  him. 

Ji.  I  fay,  reigning  unbelief  in  the  wicked  is  a  flat  contra- 
didlibn  to  the  will  of  God.  The  man  under  the  power-  of 
unbelief,  inftead  of  drawing  near  with  the  aiTurance  of  faith, 
departs  from  him,. through  a  diftruft  and  jealoufy  of  his  grace, 
power,  and  veracity.  Solomon  tells  us,  Prov.  vi.  34.  y^pfl- 
ioufy  is  the  rage  of  a  man*  If  we  fliall  entertain  and  exprefs 
a  jealoufy  or  diftruft  of  a  man's  veracity,  it  is  enough  to  ex- 
afperate  and  enrage  him  againft  us  :  why  ?  when  we  exprefs 
a  jealoufy  of  him,  we  in  eifedb  call  him  a  liar.  And  if  man 
who  is  vanity,  and  the  fon  of  man  who  is  a  lie,  reckon  it 
fuch  an  indignity  to  have  their  veracity  or  kindnefs  called  in 
queftion  ;  how  much  more  is  it  an  indignity  done  to  him,  for 
whom  it  is  impojEble  to  lie  ?  O  Sirs  !  unbelief  offers  the  paoft 
fignal  affront  to  a  God  of  truth,  that  is  poffible  for  a  creature 
to  do.  God,  as  you  were  hearing,  to  encourage  our  faith  and 
confidence  toward  him,  has  given  all  the  fecurities  which  he 
could  poiHbly  grant ;  yea,  the  moft  jealous  heart  in  the  world 
could  not  afk  better  fecurity  from  the  moft  treacherous  per- 
fon on  earth,  than  God  has  granted  in  his  yord :  for  though 
his  bare  word  of  promife  be  enough  to  command  faith  from 
all  mankind,  yet,  befide  his  word,  he  has  given  his  writ ;  be- 
fide^his  writ,^  he  has  ^iven  his  fecred  oath ;  belide  his  oath,  he 
1  has 
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I1&S  given  a  Surety ;  befide  a  Surety,  he  has  appended  fotenm 
fealsy  and  ratified  all  bj  the  joint  teftimonj  of  the  three  that 
bear  record  in  heaven.  Father,  Word,  and  Spirit.  Now,  af- 
ter all  thefe  fecurities,  to  entertain  a  jealoufy  of  him,  as  if  ho 
"werel  Aot  fiiithful  to  his  promife  of  welcome  and  acceptance 
in  the  beloved,  what  eUe  is  this  but  to  naake  him  a  liar  ? 
¥aithfblnels  and  truth  are  tht  girdle^  of  bis  loins  and  reini  / 
bat  unbelief  does  its  utmoft  to  flrip  him  of  his  girdle,  char* 
ging  him  with  treacherj  and  unfaithfuloefe*  You  would 
reckon  it  an  imputation  of  a  very  high  and  horrid  nature,  for 
any  man  to  charge  you  with  Uafphemy  againft  God ;  and 
yet  I  will  be  bold  to  fay,  every  unbeliever  is  a  blafphemer  of 
God«  Why,  can  there  be  greater  blaiphemy  under  heaven, 
than  to  make  God  a  liar  ?  it  is  indeed  moft  certain,  that  God 
will  be  found  true,  and  every  man  a  liar :  but  yet  the  unbe* 
iiever  does  his  uttermoft  to  make  him  a  liar,  by  refufing  cre- 
dit to  his  word.  And^  after  all,  is  it  any  wonder  though  a 
holy  and  jealous  God  be  fo  enraged  againft  the  fin  of  unbelief^ 
as  to  declare,  that  **  he  who  believeth  not,  is  condemned  al. 
T«ady,  and  the'  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him'P"  Believe  it, 
4Sirs,  if  you  continue  to  blafpheme  God  by  your  unbelief 
here,  you  (hall  hai^e  time  to  blafpheme  him  in  hell  with  devils 
and  damned  fpirtts,  through  the  endlefs  ages  of  eternity: 
John  viii.  24-  ^  If  ye  believe  not  that  1  am  he,  ye  fiiall  die 
in  your  fins.'*  John'xv.  22.  '^  If  I  had  not  come,  and  fpokea 
unto  theT,  thiey  had  not  had  fin:  but  now  they  have  no  cloke 
for  their  fin,'* 

2.  This  dodrine  not  only  condemns  the  reigning  unbelief  of 
the  greateft  part  of  the  hearers  of  the  gofpel,  but  alfo  the  re.- 
tnnning  unbelief  of  believers  th^mfel^es.  God  knows  how 
many  unbeUeving  believers  there  are  among  us.  There  are 
vcrjr  few  believers,  but  are  guilty  often,  if  not  twenty  afts 
of  unbelief,  for  one  ad  of  fair  h.  O  that  I  could  fhame  even 
i>elievers  out  of  their  unbelief  i  I  fliall  only  fay  that  your  un- 
belief is  tn«ich  more  unaccountable  and  ioexcuiable  than  the 
unbelief  of  other  men  :  why  ?  God  has  not  only  given  you  a 
ground  of  faith,  as  he  has  given  others,  but  he  has  given  you 
^the  grace  of  faith  ;  and  not  to  believe  in  that  -cafe,  is  a  crime 
of  a  meft  bladi  and  aggravated  nature.  If  a  child  who  is 
fprung  out  of  his  parent's  bowels,  ar^  who  is  the  objeft  of 
Ihs  moil  endeared  aiFedicn,  fhould  call  his  father  that  begat 
him  a  liar,  would  not  this  give  a  more  fenfible  wound  to  the 
•parent's  heart,  than  if  he  had  been  fo  treated  by  any  other 
•parfon  ?  This  is  the  very  cafe  with  you,  believers  ;  God  has 
tak^n  you  into  his  family,  given  you  the  name  of  fons  and 
adaaghters,  and  he  fays  to  you  in  effeft,  as,  Jer.  iii.  4.  "  Wik 
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thou  not  from  henceforth  cry  uwto  roe,  My  Father  ?"  WUt 
thou  not  from  henceforth  draw  near  to  me  as  a  Father,  aiu| 
as  your  Father  in  £hrift  v^ith  full  aflurance  of  faith  ?  And 
yet,  after  all,  to  call  him  a  liar  by  your  unbelief^  and  to  fay, 
that  his  promife  fails  for  evermore,  or  that  he  ha9  forgotten 
to  be  gracious  ;  O  what  a  deep  wound  may  you  think  doth 
this  give  unto  the  heart  of  your  heavenly  Father  !  ThQ  pyo- 
vocatipns  of  £6ns  and  daughters,  particularly  this  provocation 
of  unbelief,  touches.him  in  the  tendered  part. 

"^u  may  readily  afk,  Wherein  doth  the  unbelief  of  beli^ 
vers.difcovcritfclf  ?   1  anfwer, 

ijl.  It  difcovers  itfelf  in  their  frequent  pleading  the  caufe 
of  unbelief,  and  that  under  the  fpecious  pretext  of  humility. 
O^  will  the  man  fay,  it  would  be  too  great  a  thing  for  the 
like  of  me  to  venture  into  the  holieft  ;  it  would  be  prefump- 
tion  in  me  to  draw  near  with  full  aflu  ranee  of  faith,  aiking 
peace  and  pardon,  grace  and  glory ;  I  dare  not  meddle  with 
the  gift  of  God,  or  take  hold  of  his  covenant ;  mj  fingers  are 
too  foul  to  touch  fuch  holy  things.  Here  indeed  is  a  fair 
maik  and  ihew  of  JbumUity.  But,  Sirs,  It  is  nothing  elfe  than 
the  devil  of  unbelief  wrapped  up  in  Samuel's  mantle  ;  it  is  a 
pleading  the  caufe  of  unbelief,  and  a  refuting  to  obey  the  ex- 
prefs  command  of  God,  under  a  pretence  that  you  are  not  fit 
enough  lor  believing,  that  you  want  this  and  that  and  the  other 
qualification  :  and  what  is  this  but  a  tang  of  the  old  Adam, 
a  tindure  of  the  covenant  of  works  ?  Whatever  carnal  reafon 
may  imagine,  true  faith,  though  it  be  the  boldeft,  yet  it  is 
the  moft  humble  and  felf- emptying  thing  in  the  world  ;  and 
the  more  of  the  boldnefs  and  aiTurance  of  faith,  always  the' 
more  humility*  And  the  rcafon  of  this  is  plain,  becaufe  faith 
in  its  dealings  with  GkkI,  defpifes  fo  much  as  to  caft  an  eye 
upon  any  grace  or  qualification  in  the  foul  itfelf,  excepting  it 
be  its  emptinefs,  mifery,  poverty,  &:c,  and  builds  its  whole 
confidence  upon  a  ground  without  itfelf,  namely,  the  noble 
qualifications  of  the  great  High  Prieft  over  the  houfe  of  God. 

%dlyy  The  unbelief  of  believers  difcovers  itfelf  in  a  faint, 
languid,  and  timorous  way  of  l)eUeving,  as  if  the  ground 
they  fiand  upon  were  not  able  to  bear  them.  Much  like  a 
man  walking  upon  weak  ice,  though  he  ventures  his  weight 
upon  it,  yet  every  moment  he  is  afraid  left  the  ice  break  un- 
derneath him,  and  leave  him  in  the  deep.  Jufl  fo  is  it  wkh 
many  believers,  they  venture  upon  Chrift,  upon  his  righte- 
oufnefs,  and  upon  the  faithful nefs  of  God  pawned  in  the  pro- 
mife, with  a  kind  of  erphing,  as  though  they  would  fail  un- 
derneath them/  and  leave  them  to  periih  for  ever.  And  what 
clfe  h  this  but  unbelief,  or  a  fecret  diftrufting  of  the  fufficiett^ 

cy 
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cy^of  God's  {aithfplne&y  or  of  Cbr ill's  righteoufaefs^  to  bear 
up-the  foul  in  its  eternal  concerns  !  . 

Sdlyf  The  unbdief  of  believers  appears  in  their  being  too 
much  addicted  to  a  way  of  living  by  fenfe.  Senfe,  unlefs  it 
have  the  flock  in  its  own  band,  it  does  not  retkon  the  pro- 
mife  of  God  worth  a  farthing  i  but  faith,  it  rejoices  in  the 
pronpife  as  its  fubfiftence  even  when  fenfe  is  out  of  doors. 
The  believer  who  lives  by  fenfe,  he  will  not  believe  the  pro* 
mife,  or  credit  the  veracity  of  the  Promifer,  unlefs  he  be 
Jiired  and  bribed  with  fenfible  confolations  and  manifeftations ; 
much  like  Thomas,  John  xx.  25,  *'  Except  I  {hall  fee  in  his 
hands  the  print  of  the  nails,  and  put  my  finger  into  the  print 
of  the  nails,'  and  thruft  my  hand  inta  his  fide,  I  will  not  be^ 
lieve/'  It  is  with  many  believers,  as  it  is  with  fome  unikil- 
ful  fwimmers,  they  will  venture  into  the  deep  waters  if  you 
will  undertake  to  bear  their  heads  above,  but  not  otherwife  : 
but  tliis  is  not  true  fwimming;  true  fwimming  is  for  r.  man 
to  venture  the  weight  of  his  body  into  the  water,  and  by  the 
itreagth  of  the  water,  and  the  waving  of  his  hands  and  limbs, 
to  bear  himfelf  up  from  finking.  So  true  believing  is  not  fco: 
s^  man  to  truft  God  and  his  promife  only  when  he  is  borne  up 
with  fenfible  confolations  j  but  for  a  man  to  rei^,  ilay^  and 
bear  up  his  foul  upon  the  bare  promife  of  God,  even  when 
thefe  props  are  withdrawn  :  it  is  to  *^  truft  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  and  to  ftay  ourfelves  upon  him  as  our  God,  when  we 
walk  in  darknefs,  and  fee  no  light.'' 

In/i  4»  This  doctrine  ferves  to  difcover  what  is  the 
llrcDgth'  or  ftature  of  our  faith  ;  for  the  expreflion  of  the 
apoftle  in  the  text,  as  was  already  hinted,  plainly  imports, 
that  there  are  believers  of  different  fixes  in  God's  family. 
Now,  in  enlarging  this  infe'renc<^,  there  are  two  or  three 
pra£Ucal  cafes  which  I  flball  endeavour  briefly  to  refolve. 

I.  What  are  the  ufual  fj'mptoms  of  a  ftrong  faith  ? 

a.  What  are  the  ufual  attendants  of  a  weak  faith  ? 

3.  How  may  the  reality  of  faith  be  known,  though  it  were 
in  the  loweft  or  weakeft  degree  ? 

^eft.  !•  What  are  the  figns  or  evidences  of  a  ftrong 
•  faith? 

yinf.  I.  The  more  that  the  legality  of  the  heart  is  over- 
come, the  fi:rdnger  is  a  man's  faith.  Every  man  is  naturally 
married  to  the  law  as  a  cover*ant ;  and  while  there  is  any 
thing  of  nature  in  the  believer,  he  will  find  a  ftronq;  bias  in 
his  hqart,  turning  hinfi  into  the  works  of  the  law,  as  a  ground 
of  acceptar.cc  before  God.  And  Oj  how  eafily  and  infen- 
fibly  do  bur  fpirits  glide  into  this  old  covenant-channel,  ima- 
gining  that  God  accepts  of  us  the  better,  on  the  ficore  of  our 
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inherent,  holinefs,  or  external  aSs  of  obedience!  Now, 
I  fajy  the  more  that  this  bias  of  the  heart  is  conquered,  the 
Aronger  is  our  faith,  A  vigorous  and  livelj  faith,  it  over- 
looks all  graces,  duties,  attainments,  aind  experiences,  as 
grounds  of  acceptance ;  and  founds  its  confidence  allenarlj 
tipon  the  blood  of  Jefus,  the  merit  and  mediation  of  the  great 
high  pried  over  the  houfe  of  God,  by  virtue  of  the  covenant 
of  grace,  and  free  promife  of  acceptance  in  him.  The  ftrong 
believer  cafts  out  the  bond-woman,  and  her  feed  of  legsd 
works  and  doings,  owning  himfelf  only  a  fon  of  the  free- wo* 
nian,  an  heir  of  the  promife  of  grace  and  glory,  through 
Chrifl  and  his  imputed  righteoufnefs.  Upon '  this  rock  he 
drops  his  anchor,  upon  this  foundation  he  builds  his  hope, 
'difclaiming  his  goodnefe  as  a  thiqg  that  extendeth  not  to  the 
Lord,  accounting  his  own  righteoufnefs,  whether  legal  or 
tevangelical,  before  or  after  converfion,  as  **  lofs'and  ddng, 
that  tie  may  bis  found  in  Chrift,  having  the  righteoufnefe 
^hich  is  through  the  faith  bf  Chrift.*'  He  will  not  take  fo 
much  as  a  done  or  little  pinning  of  the  works  of  the  law,  to 
help  up  the  new  fabric  of  grace ;  no,  it  ftiall  be  all  grace  from 
top  to  bottom,  and  through  every  part  of  it,  and  grace  reign- 
ing through  imputed  righteoufnefs  alone :  Eph.  ii.  8.  9.  **  By 
grace  are  ye  faved,  through  faith  ;  and  that  not  of  yourfelves: 
it  is  the  gift  of  God :  not  of  works,  left  ^^nj  man  ihould 
boaft,'' 

n.  Strong  faith  will  build  its  confidence,  as  to  great  mat- 
ters, upon  a  naked  word  coming  from  the  mouth  of  Chrift, 
even  thou|;h  fenfe  and  reafon,  yea,  the  ordinary  courfe  of 
providence,  be  againft  it.  This  we  fee  exemplified  in  the 
cafe  of  Abraham,  forriVerly  mentioned,  Rotb.  iv.  Though 
<very  thing  rccmed  to  make  againft  hiin,  yet  *^  ht,  ftaggered 
not  at  the  promife  thorough  unbelief^  bu^  was  ftrong  in  faith, 
giving  glory  to  <Jod.**  Yea,  ftrong  faith  will  catch  at  the 
Jeaft  hint  of -encouragement  from  the  Lord,  and  build  its  af- 
farance  thereupon,  as  to  the  defired  event :  Matth.  viiL  5* 
to  13.  the  centurion  comes  to  Chrift  on  behalf  of  his  fervant, 
who  was  ftricken  with  a  paHy,  and  grievoufly  tormented* 
Chrift  anfwers,  ver .  7,  "  I  will  come  and  heal  hinu**  WeM, 
the  man's  faith  fixes  upon  this  fimple  word  of  promife,  and  is 
fo  much  aCkred  of  the  good-will,  power,  and  faithfulnefs  of 
,  the  Promifer,  that  he  makes  no  more  doubt  of  his  fervant's 
recovery,  than  if  it  were  already  done,  being  peifuaded,  that 

.    difeafes  and  diftempers  were  as  much  at  Chrift's  beck,  and 

much  more,  thai^  his  foldiers  or  fervants  were  at  hris  ;    and 

ihat  ChriA^B  woVd  of  command  could  as  effeftually  heal  at  a 

4fi/Unce,  as  though  he  were  prefect ;  wVwrew^Qxv,  N^t,  \o.  ^fc 


The  ^JUlurance  of.Fatth^  opened  and  applied.  jcj 
ate  told,  that  Jefus  marvelled,  faying,  "  1  have  not  found  fa 
great  faith,  no  not  in  Ifrael." 

3.  Strong  faith  is  ordinarilj  attended  with  a  firn>  and  fixed 
refolution  to  ha,og  on  the  Lord,  till  it  gfet  the  errand  it  comes 
for :  and  no  fuppofable  difcovragements  Ihall  make  it  quit 
ita  gripe.  Jacob,  was  a  flrong  believer,  and,  by  the  fir^ngth 
of  his  faith,  •*  he  had  power  with  God  j  yea,  he  had  power 
over  the  angel,  anid  prevailed.**  Wc  read^  Gen.  xxxii.  after 
a  long  night's  wreftling,  the  Lord  fdys  to  him,  *^  Let  me  go, 
for  the  day  breaketh:"  Jacob  anfwers,  "  I  will  not  let  thee 
go,  except  thou  blefe  me/'  This^  one  would  think,  looked 
like  rudeneis  and  ill  manners  in  Jacob,  to  fpeak  fo  to  God  s 
no;  it  was  not  rudenefs,  but  only  the  refolution  of  his  faiths 
Lord,  might  Jacob  fay,  if  thou  afk  my  leave  .to  go,  I  can  by 
no  means  yield  to  it ;  let  the  day  break  and  pafs  ouy  let  night 
come,  and  the  next  day  break  again,  lame  Jacoh,  and  the  li-r 
ving  God,  fliall  never  part,  till  I  get  the  blelfing  ;  and  his  re- 
fplute  feith  like  a  prince  prevailed.  O  let  all  the  true  feed 
of  Jacob  follow  his  example,  and  they  ihall  be  ic6,  with  the 
heritage  of  Jacob  their  father.  The  like  inftance  we  fee  in 
the  Syrophenician  woman,  Matth.  xv.  22.-28.  Her  faith 
breaks  through  all  difcourftgements,  yea,  improves  feeming 
difcouragements  as  arguments  to  fortify  her  fuit ;  whereupon 
Chrift  at  length  anfwers,  **  O  woman,  great  is  thy  faith.** 
Strong  faith  will  rather  die  upon  the  fpot,  than  quit  its 
gripe :  **  Though  he  flay  me,  (^fays  Job),  yet  will  1  trufl:  in 
him." 

4.  Strong  faith,  though  it  may  be  troubled  at  the  hiding 
of  the  Lord's  countenance,  yet  it  will  not  be  caft  down  at 
every  cloud,  as  though  the  Lord  had  forgotten  to  be  gra- 
cious :  no>  it  prefently  calls  its  eyes  on  the  covenant,  and 
reads  low  in  God's  words,  when  it  cannot  fee  them  in  his 
looks  ;  flying  with  the  church,  in  Mic.  vii,  8.  9.  **  Though 
I  fit  in  darknefs,  the  Lord  will  be  a  light  unto  me  :— -he  will 
bring  me  forth  to  the  light,  and  I  fhall  behold  his  righteouf- 
nefs."  Why?  He  has  faid,  and  his  word  is  fure,  that  his 
goings  forth  are  prepared^  or  fecured,  as  the  outgoings  of  .the 
morning-Ax^xt^  Hof.  vi.  3  ;  and  therefore  1  no  more  doubt 
of  the  Lord's  return,  than  i  dotlbt  of  the  return  of  the  fun  ia 
the  morning,  when  he  fets  out  of  fight  in  the  evening.  How- 
ever dark  the  night  may  be,  yet  the  day  will  break,  and  the 
ihadows  will  fly  away :  "  Weeping  may  endure  for  a  night, 
but  joy  cometh  in  the  morning."  And,  as  ftrong  faith  keeps 
up  the  heart  from  finking  under  tlie  clouds  of  defertion,  temp- 
tation, and  inward  trouble  j  fo  it  keeps  th^  fipulx.  ol  -bi  TCi-accL 
in  ;m  equal  poife,  under  alJ  the  viciffitude3  o£  Uuv^,  lo  'Ocv-jol  . 
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'*  he  fhall  not  be  afraid  of  evil  tidings,  bis  heart  being  fixed^ 
trufting  in  the  Lord,  Although  the  fig-tree  fhould  not  blof- 
fooiy  &c.  yet  will  he  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  and  be  glad  in  the 
God  of  his  falvation/'  Hab.  iii.  17.  18.  Heroic  faith  hath 
t^e  moon  of  this  world  under  its  feet ;  it  tramples  upon  all  , 
the  changes,  of  time,  faying  with  the  apoflle,  '^  I  have  learn« 
ed  in  whatfoever  ftate  I  am,  therewith  to  be  content,"  &c. 
However  matters*  may  be  fituate  in  the  conduft  of  providence, 
yet,  a  lively  faith  can  fee  that  there  are  no  changes  in  Grod^s 
covenant,  no  change  of  his  love  or  purpofe  of  grace. 

5.  The  more  fruitful  a  perfon  is  in  the  exercife  of  other 
graces,  the  ilronger  is  his  faith.  You  know  the  plenty  and 
bignefs.  of  the  fruit  of  a  tree,  flows  from  the  abundance  of  (ap 
and  ftrength  in  the  root :  fo  here,  faith  is  the  radical  grace, 
the  root  upon  which  the  other  graces  grow  ;  and  therefore, 
the  more  that  a  perfon  abounds  in  love,  hope,  repentance, 
inceknefs,  humility,  and  other  graces,  the  more  vigorous  is 
his  faith :  for  as  the  tree  flrikes  its  roots  into  the  ground, 
and  from  thence  draws  and  fends  a  digefted  nouriifament 
through  the  feveral  branches,  whereby  they  are  made  to 
bloflbm  and  bring  forth ;  fo  faith  unites  the  foul  to  Chrift, 
through  the  word  of  grace,  and  fetches  out  fap  and  ftrength 
from  that  true  olive,  whereby  the  foul  is  made  to  "  revive 
as  the  corn,  to  grow  as  the  vine,  and  the  fcent  and  favour 
thereof  to  be  as  the  wine  of  Lebanon." 

The  fecond  queftion  was.  What  are  the  ufual  attendants  rf 
a  weak  faith  ?  An  anfwer  to  this  queftion  may  eafily  be  de- 
duced from  what  has  been  already  fuggefted  in  anfwer  to-  the 
former  ;  a  weak  faith  having  the  oppofite  fymptotns  of  «  , 
ftrong.  However,  befide  what  may  be  gathered  this  way,  I 
fliall  fuggeft  the  two  particulars  following.  ;, 

I.  Frequent  doubting,  ftaggering,  and  waverii^  of  riie 
heart,  is  a  concomitant  of  weak  faith.  You  know,  there  is 
a  great  deal  of  fmoke  goes  up  from  the  fire,  while  it  is  weak, 
-not  thoroughly  broken  up ;  fo  the  more  of  the  fmoke  of  un- 
believing doubts,  fears,  and  jealoufies,  there  is  the  lefs  faith. 
Hence  doubting  and  believing  are  oppofed,  "  Wherefore 
didft  thou  doubt,  O  thou  of  little  faith  ?'*  A  ftaggering  at  the 
promife  through  unbelief  is  oppofed  to  the  ftrength  of  faith, 
Rom.  iv.  20.  The  word  is  borrowed  from  a  man  walking, 
whofe  feet  through  weaknefs  hit  one  another,  which  makes 
liim  alter  his  pace,  one  ftep  is  quick,  and  another  flow :  fo 
here,  the  way  of  weak  faith  is  not  equal.  Perhaps,  under  a 
fenfible  enjoyment,  he  is  this  hour  triumphing  in  his  high 
places;  but  anon  the  enjoyment  is  withdrawn,  and  he  alters 
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hit  pace^  tnd  ftaggers  through  uabelief,  flyings  '^  His  pro* 
sufc  fkiU  fonevcrfspre;  he  hath  forgotten  to  be  gnicious.*' 

a«  Tlie  more  hfifty  and'iaipatieot  the  Coul  is  u^der  delj^ys^ 
thcTfietkor/M  it^  ftutb.  This  I  gather  £foib  Up  x^EKriii^  zl5. 
^  He  tlttt  believ«th  Qiall  not  make  hafte/'  Weak  faith  is  fp 
]uift7^  diat  it  will  ^iOKym  of  no  time  to  iatervene  b^wixt  the 
petitiaa'and  its  anfwer^  bciitwi;ct  theprooiiie  iua4  the  acoompUfbr 
flkest^  If  the  abfwer  do  aot  cocoe  preUentljry  the  maa  is  ready 
to  CDodudey  '^  The  Lord  doth  not  he;ar«  neither  doth  the  God 
sf  Jacob  regards"  But  now,  ftromg  faixh  make3  the  foul  to 
wak  4Grod's  time  and  leifur e,  fayiagy  ^^  I  will  dired  my  praye;^ 
unto  thee,  aod  will  look  op.  I  will  look  uoito  the  Lord  :  { 
will  wait  for  the  God  of  my  falv^tion :  xxxj  God  will'  he^ 
me." 

The  iUrd  qHcfiioa  was  this.  How  may  the  truth  and 
feriity  of  faith  be  knoiv^,  though  it  be  in  the  weakeft  and 
bweft  degsaee^  1  anfwer, 

1.  True  faith,  even  in  the  w«akeft  meafure,  will  look  on 
fin  AS  ah  enemy,  though  it  perhaps  dare  not  lay  claim  to 
Chrift  as  a  friead.  *  True  faith  is  faid  to  purify  tbi  heart ; 
AAb  XV.  9*  It  is  a  living  principle  in  the  foul,  whidi  is  aL- 
always  oppofing  the  motions  of  indwelling  corruption.  Al- 
though indeed,  fometimes,  through  {he  prevalency  of  fin,  it 
caoaot  be  difoemed,  more  than  the  living  fpring  at  the  bot- 
tom of  .the  well,  wbeo  the  waters  are  muddied ;  yet,  like  the 
living  fpring,  it  is  always  working  out  the  mud  and  filth,  till 
the  wateas-be  perfeAly  clear.  Perhaps  the  £bul  is  fo  far  from 
perceiving  any  real  grace,  any  actual  interefl  in  Chrift,  that  it 
can  £tt  nothing  but  atheifm,  enmity,  unbelief,  ignorance,  pride, 
and  fuch  veraoiine  of  iiell,  crawUng  in  every  corner^  and  yet 
at  the  fame  •time  t1ie  living  principle  of  .&ith  at  the  bottom  of 
tbe  heart  will  be  working  and  wreiUi^g  againft  thefe,  ibme-^ 
times  by  groans,  '^  Wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  fhall  deli- 
vet  aa£^"  fometimes  by  coniplaints,  **  Iniquities  prevail 
agaioft  me :''  ibmetimes  by  looks  to  heaven  for  relief^  "  X 
k^w  not  what  to  do,  hut  mine  eyes  are  upon  thee  :"  fome- 
tiflKS  by  .cries  to  heaven,  **  I  am  opptrefled,  undertake  for  me  :" 
focnfitimes  .by  breathing  defires  after  more  bolinels,  *^  Create 
in  me  a  dean  heart ;  Let  my  heart  be  found  in  thy  ftatutes ; 
O  that  my  ways  wene  4ire£led  to  keep  thy  ftatutes  !"  By  £uch 
things  as  lihefe,  the  truth  and  reaUty  of  faith  may  be  difco** 
vered,  even  inits  weakeft  meafujse  and  degree. 

2.True£iAth,  though  never  fo  weak,  will  have  a  high  efii* 
mate  and  valuation  of  Chrift,  and  the  habitual  bent  and  bias 
of  the  foul  will  be  toward  him,  i  Pet.  ii.  7.  "Unto  you  which 
believe,  he  is  precious.*'  If.  xxvi.  S.  "  The  deSre  of  our  foul 
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is  to  thy  name,  and  to  the  remembrance  of  thee.**  Weakfaitft 
perhaps  dare  not  go  the  length  of  faying  with  the  fponfe, 
**  My  beloved  is  mine,  and  1  am  his :"  yet  it  will  be  often 
faying,  O  that  he  were  mine  !  "  O  that  thou  wcrt  as  my  bro- 
ther that  fucked  the  breafts  of  my  mother  !**  And  if  it  could  get 
out  its  breath,  it  would  even  cry,  **  Abba,  Father  ;  My  Loni, 
and  iny  G<)d  :"  but  it  is,  as  it  were,  fuppreffed  and  fmothered, 
when  it  would  fay  fc,  with  prevailing  unbelief.  Where  true 
faith  is,  there  is  a  void,  emptinefs,  and  reftleffnefs  of  the  foul^ 
like  the  fifli  out  of  its  element,  or  a  bone  out  of  joint,  till  fome 

,  view  of  Chrill  come,  and  then  indeed  it  returns  unto  its  rcft» 
I  remember,  after  the  creation  of  Adam,  God  caufed  all  the 
creatures  to  pafs  before  him  :  but  among  tjhem  all  there  was 
not  found  an  help  meet  for  him  :  there  was  fomething  dis- 
agreeable and  unfatisfying  in  all  the  inferior  creatures  ;  fo 
that  thoagh  he  had  them  all  at  his  command,  yet  ftill  man 
was  in  a  folitary  condition.  Gen.  ii.  20.-  But  fo  foon  as  ever 
the  woman  was  prefented  to  him,  he  fays,  ver.  23.  **  This 
is  now  bone  of  my  bone,  and  flefh  of  my  flefh  ;"  this  indeed  is 
a  help  meet  for  me.  Juft  fo  is  it  with  the  foul  in  whom  there 
is  a  principle  of  true  faith  ;  prefent  riches,  profits,  pleafures^ 
and  all  worldly  contentments  to  him^  he  ilill  finds  fomething 
nnfuitable  and  unfavoury  in  them  all ;  but  let  Chrift  be  re- 
vealed to  him,  immediately  he  cries  out,  O  this  is  a  help  meet 
for  me  indeed  !  If.  xi.  10.  **  To  him  fliall  the  Gentiles  feek, 
for  his  reft  is  glorious."  Pfal.  Ixxiii,  25.  "  Whom  have  I  ia 
heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I  defire 
befides  thee."  •  ' 

3.  True  faith,  though  in  the  loweft  degree,  will  not  reft 
there,  but  breathes  after  higher  degrees  of  faith.  Set  the 
higheft  degree  of  faith  before  a  weak  believier,  tell  him 
of  the  faith  of  Abraham,  how  he  believfed  without  ftaggeu- 
ing ;  the  roan  will  indeed  be  humbled  under  a  fenfe  of  his 
fliortcomings,  and  lament,  his  own  unbelief;  yet,  at  the  fame 
time,  he  will  find  a  breathing,  and  eager  defire  in  his  fcfol  to 
win  fuch  a'  length  of  believing.  Thus,  like  Paul,  he  **  for- 
gets thofe  things  which  are  behind^  and  reacheth  forth  unto 
thofc  things  which  are  before,"  &c.  When  the  weak  be- 
liever hears  of  the  full  affuranee  of  faith,  his  language  is, 
**  Lord,  help  my  unbelief  j  Lord,  increafe  my  faith.  I  might 
tell  you  of  many  other  evidences  of  faith  in  its  truth  and 
reality,  though  weak,  as,  that  it  works  by  love  ;  it  empties 

'  the  foul,  and  humbles  it ;  though  the  m^n  cannot  fee  himfelf 
great  in  God's  ej^s,  yet  he  fees  himfelf  nothing  in  his  own 
eyes  ;  as  he  values  Chrift  highly,  fo  he  values  himfelf  lefs 
than  the  leaft  of  2SI  God's  mercies.     But  I  do  not  iniifl. 
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inf.  5.  Is  it  the  will  of  God  that  we  fliould  draw  near  to  ' 
!hina  in  Chrift,  with  full  afliyance  of  faith  ?  thea  let  us  ftudj 
to  do  the  will  of  God  in  this  matter.  Seeing  the  door  of  the 
holieft  is  ppen^  the  viay  confecrated  for  us^  and  the  High  Priejl 
entered  within  the  vail ;  let  us  draw  near  with  a  true  hearty  in 
fuU'affurance  of  faith,  I  exhort  you  not  only  to  believe^  but 
to  h^^rong  in  the  faith.  Study  to  have  a  faith  proportioned^ 
ia  feme  meafure,  to  the  grounds  of  faith  already  mentioned. 

But  here  a  quieflion  will  readily  be  moved.  Is  it  tiie  duty 
of  all  the  bearers  of  the  gofpel,  at  firft  to  believe  after  this 
manner,  or  to  draw  near  with  a  full  afiurance  of  faith  ?  For 
aafwcr, 

1,  I  grant,  that  the  firft  approaches  of  a,  finner  to  God  ia 
Cbrift  by  faith,  aije  for  the  tmoft  part  weak  and  feeble,  at- 
tended with  much  fear  and  trembling,  through  the  prevalency 
and  ftrength  of  unbelief,  a  fenfe  of  utter .  unworthinefs,  and 
awful  impreffions  of  the  glorious  majefty  of  God  ;  all  which 
readily  makes  him,  with  the  publican,  to  ^^  ftand  afar  o^m 
fmiting  on  his  breaft,  crying,  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  finner.  - 
But  yet, 

2,  I  affirm,  that  there  is  a  fufficient  ground  laid,  in  the  go- 
fpcl  revelation  and  promife,  for  a  finner,  even  in  his  firft  ap- 
proach to  God  in  Chrift,  to  come  with  full  affurance  of  faiths 
This  will  evidently  appear,  if  we  confider,  that  by  the  glo- 
rious gofpel,  a  wide  door  of  accefs  is  caft  open  unto  all  with- 
out exception  ;  all  grounds  of  unbelief  and  diftruft  are  remo- 
ved, every  bar  and  ipipediment  which  might  make  them  to 
halt  and  hefitate  is  rolled  ^ay.  This  is  gi^^en  in  commiffion 
to  minifters,  to  "  prepare  the  way  of  the  people,  to  caft  up, 
caft  up  the  high-way,  to  gather  out  the  ftones,  and  lift  up  a 
ftandard  for  the  people,"  If.  Ixii.  10.  When  we  call  finners 
to  believe,  we  do  not  call  them  to  come  with  a  weak  faith, 
or  with  a  doubting,  difputing  faith  ;  but  we  invite  and  call 
them  to  come  with  affurance  of  acceptance  and  welcome, 
grounded  upon  his  infallible  word  of  promife,  "  Him  that 
Cometh  to  me,  I  will  in  no  wife  caft  out," 

3,  I  find  the  Lord  direfting  finners,  even  in  their  firft  ap- 
proaches, to  draw  near  to  him  in  Chrift,.  with  full  affurance 
of  faith,  Jer,  iii.  19.  "  But  I  faid.  How  fliall  1  put  thee 
among  the  cbildreh,  and  give  thee  a  pleafant  land,  a  goodly 
heritage  of  the  hofts  of  nations  ?"  Here  is  a  very  puzzling 
queftion,  fuch  as  none  can  aiifwer  but  God  liimfelf.  Well, 
but  what  is  the  anfwer  which  the  Lord  puts  in  the  finnei's 
mouth  ?  *'  Thou  {halt  call  me,  My  Father,  and  (halt  r.or  rurn 
laway  from  me."  The  firft  breath  of  rhe  Spirit  of  adoption  is, 
jUbOf  Father f  Rom.  viii.  15.  a  word  of  faith  or  confidence, 
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Ghrift  puts  wotds  of  alTufftnce  in  our  liioiiths^  teaching  as. 
jVhen  we  j^ta^f,  to  fay.  Out  Father  which  art  M  heaven.  Ana 
every  one  apart  is  to  fajj  Mf  Father  which  art  in  teawa,  £cc» 
Agteeabk  udto  which  is  the  direftion  given.  Jam.  i.  6,  W«  ' 
are  t6\d,ver.  $.  that  **  that  if  any  insui  (be  he  a  faint,  or  • 
fintier)  lack  wifdofli,  let  him  a&  of  God,  that  gi^eite  to  itl 
men  liberally,  and  npbraideth  not ;  and  it  Ihall  be  given  hxtn." 
Well,  here  is  noble  encouragement  to  aU ;  but  they  wha 
Would  fpeed  Well,  ate  ordered  to  com^  in  the  foil  sfforadceof 
faith,  ver^  6.  '*  But  let  hion  aik  in  fsdth,  nothing  wavering,'* 
&c.  * 

4*  I  find  iinners  in  their  firft  approaches,  fometimes  pmc* 
tifing  thi9'dired.ion,  and  coming  with  words  of  aifnrance.  Jar. 
iii.  2t.  ikys  the  Lord,  **  Return  ye  backfliding  children,  tnd 
1  win  heal  your  backflidings/'  And  what  is  the  firft  echo  of 
faith  unto  this  call  ?  **  Behold  we  come  unto  thee,  for  thott 
at^  the  Lord  our  God."  So  Zech.  xiii.  9.  ''  I  will  fay.  It  la 
jpy  people  ;^  there  is  the  wotd  of  grace,  and  ground  of  faith  i 
mnd  the  language  of  faith,  correfpondent  thereunto,  immedi* 
ately  follows,  "  They  ihall  fay.  The  Lord  is  my  God."  If. 
xW.  I4.  "  Surely  ihall  ode  fay,  In  the-Lord  have  I  righteouf- 
nefs  and  ftrength/*  Befides  all  this,  none,  I  think,  can  doubts 
but  it  is  the  finner*s  duty,  at  firft,  in  obedience. to  the  firft 
commandment,  to  know  and  acknowledge  the  Lord  as  God^ 
and  ac  6ur  Grod ;  and  how  this  can  be  done  but  by  believing^ 
I  cannot  tell. 

Well  then,  feemg  there  is  fuch  a  door  of  &ith  opened  to 
Sutlers  in  the  gofpel,  let  finners  enter  in  with  boldnefs,  and  be 
faved :  John  X.  9.  **  I  am  the  door,  (fays  Chrift)  ;  by  me  if 
any  man  enter  in,  he  ftiall  be  faved^  and  ftiall  go  in  and  out^ 
and  find  pafture." 

Ohjeff.  t.  May  th6  finner  fay,  How  (hall  I  adventure  to 
draw  near  with  affurance  of  acceptance  ?  I  have  fuch  a  burdeti 
of  fin  and  guilt  lying  up(ki  me,  and  it  has  fuch  a  prevalency 
and  afcendant  over  me,  that  my  confidence  is  quite '^ marred : 
for  my  part,  I  may  well  fay  with  David,  Pfal.  xl.  ii.  •*  In- 
numerable evils  have  compafted  me  about,  mine  iniquities 
have  taken  hold  upon  me,  fo  that  I  am  not  able  to  look  ap : 
they  are  more  than  the  hairs  of  mine  head,  therefore  my  heart 
faileth  me,*'  To  this  I  anfwer,  (t.)  By  way  of  conceiEon, 
that  it  is  indeed  impoftible  for  a  perfon  living  in  the  love  and 
pradice  of  fin,  to  draw  near  to  God  with  the  confidence  of 
faith ;  for  in  the  very  aft  of  drawing  near,  the  heart  is  pari" 
Jied  hy  fahh^  in  the  blood  of  Jefus  ;  or,  as  it  is  exprcffed  in 
the  latter  daiife'  of  the  text,  he  hath  his  "  heart  fprinkled 
from  an  ^il  confctence^  and  his  body  waftied  with  pure  wa* 
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ttrJ"  In  believxDg  we  **  ceafe  to  do  evil,  and  learn  to  do 
well.*'  Faith,  apprehending  the  mercj  of  God  in  ChriH^ 
taro$  the  foul  from  fin  nnto  God.  So  that  it  is  as  impoilibk 
for  a  perforf  to  draw  near  to  God  with  the  confiflence  of  faith^^.j 
while  he  livt9  in  the  love  and  praftice  of  fin,  as  it  is  for  a 
perfion  to  come  to  jou,  and  go  from  you,,  at  the  fame  inftant 
of  time.  While  the  heart  is  in  league  with  fin,  it  is  depart* 
iagfrom  the  Lord :  how  then  in  this  cafe  can  the  finner  draw 
near  to  God  ?  far  leCs  can  he  draw  near  with  afiurance  of  ac- 
ceptance. There  is  a  great  difference  betwixt  iniquity /ir^- 
vailing  in  the  heart,  and  iniquity  regarded  in  the  heart-  In 
the  laft  cafe,  a  perfon  cannot  draw  near  with  acceptance : 
Pfal.  Ixvi.  i8.  *«  If  I  regard  iniquity  in  my  heart :  the  Lord 
will  not  bear  me."  Q^  d.  If  I  love  it,  or  give  it  kindly  har^ 
boar  in  my  heart,  God  will  not  accept  of  me,  or  my  prayers ; 
becaufe  in  that  cafe  he  could  not  draw  near  with  a  true  heart, 
which  is  an  infeparable  concomitant  of  the  afiurance  of  faith* 
But  in  the  former  cafe,  viz.  of  prevailing  iniquity,  it  is  not 
only  pofiible,  but  aftually  precedented,  for  a  perfon  to  draw 
near  with  the  full  aflurance  of  faith  ;  as  we  fee  in  the  inftance 
of  David,  Pfal.  Ixv.  3.  "  Iniquities  (fays  he)  prevail  againft 
me.**  But  what  follows  ?  "  As  for  our  tranfgreffions,  thou 
ihalt  purge  them  away."  Now,  this  being  the  cafe  pointed 
at  in  the  objection,  it  ought  to  be  no  prejudice  or  hinderancc 
to  your  drawing  near  unto  the  holieil  by  the  blood  of  Jefus, 
with  full  aiTurance  of  faith,  feeing  he  is  faithful  who  hath 
promifed  acceptance  in  the  beloved.  (2.)  Whereas,  O  finner, 
.  thou  complains  of  a  burden  of  fin  and  guilt  lying  upon  thee, 
which  mars  thy  confidence ;  I  only  afk.  For  whom,  thinks 
thou,  was  the  way  to  the  holieft  opened  by  the  blood  of  }©• 
fus  ?  was  it  for  the  righteous,  or  for  guilty  finners  ?  An  in- 
nocent or  holy  perfon  needs  no  fuch  way  of  accefs :  it  is  only 
caJculate  and  fiiapen  for  the  guilty  criminal  and  tranfgiefibr, 
fuch  as  thou  art ;  and  **  though  thy  fins  be  as  fcarlet,  they 
&all  be  as  white  as  fnow ;  though  they  be  red  like  crimfon, 
they  fliall  be  as  wool,"  that  moment  thou  enters  in  by  the  blood 
of  Jefus  :  and  therefore,  let  tif  draw  near  with  a  true  hearty  ii 
full  ajfurance  of  faith.  Whither  can  a  gujjty  finner  go,  but 
to  the  Lord  pardoning  iniquity,  tranfgreflj^  and  fin  ?  Whi- 
ther con  a  polluted  finner  go,  fave  to  the  fountain  opened  for 
fin  and  for  uncieannefs  ?  (3.)  The  boldnefs  and  aflurance  of  • 
faith  is  not  only  confident,  but  is  always  accompanied  with  a 
foul-abafing  fenfe  of  utter  unworthinefs,  becaufe  of  the  guilt, 
and  filth,  and  power  of  fin.  And  the  reafon  of  this  is  plain, 
becaufe,  in  believing,  the  man,  through  an  uptaking  of  fin 
and  guilt,  is  carried  out  of  himfelf  to  feek  his  ftanding  and 
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the  ground  of  his  confidence  in  another,  even  in  Chrift,  and 
the  mercy  of  God  in  him.  So  David,  Pfal.  cxxx.  3.  4/  "  If 
thou.  Lord,  fhouldil  mark  iniquities,  O  Lord,  who  fhali 
'  iland  ?  But  there  is  fprgiven^fs  with  thee,  that  thou  majeft 
he  feared,"  &c-  And  therefore,  let  a  fenfe  of  fin,  in  iti 
guilt  and  prevalcncy,  carry  thee  out  of  thyfelf,  to  draw  near, 
by  the  blood  of  Jefus,  with  full  afl'urance  of  faith.  It  was  a 
prepofterous  way  of  reafoning  in  Peter,  to  fay,  **  Lord,  de- 
part from  me,  for  I  am  a  finful  man."  He  fhould  rather  have 
faid.  Lord,  come  to  mc,  for  I  am  ^  finful  man ;  for  where 
can  a  finner  be  better  than  with  the  Saviour  af  firiners  ? 

OhjeB,  2-  You  caU  us  to  draw  near  with  the  alTurance  of 
iaith  :  but,  alas  i,  how  can  I  do  this,  feeing  I  am  in  the  dark 
about  my  intereft  in  Christ  ?  If  1  knew  that  I  had  peace  with 
Ood,  my 'fin  pardoned,  my  perfon  accepted,  and  that  I  were 
in  a  ftate  of  1  grace  and  favour,  in  that  cafe  I  could  draw  near 
with  confidence  indeed.  Bui  the  >cafe  is  quite  otherwife : 
clouds  and  darknels  are  round  about  me ;  1  doubt  if  ever 
God  dealt  with  my  heart  efFeftually  by  his  grace  :  How, 
then,  can  I  draw  near  with  the  confidence  of  faith  ?  Anfw. 
If  you  never  draw  nrar  to  God  with  the  aflurance  of  faith, 
till  you  <iome  to  a  ienfible  aflurance  of  your  intereft  in. 
Chrift,  and  of  your  being  iq  a  fiate  of  grace,  you  will  ne-- 
ver'draw  -near  to  him  in  your  life  :  and  the  r^afon  of  this 
is,  becaufe  a  fenfiUe  aflurance  of  an  intereft  in  Chrift,  is  the 
fruit  and  e£Fe£l  of  the  foul's  drawing  near  by  faith  ;  and  the 
cffeft  can  never  go  before  its  caufe..  The  way  to  come  at 
that  aflurance  of  a  ftate  of  grace,  is  to  draw  near  with  the 
aflurance  of  faith,  grounded,  not  upon  any  gracious  work 
within  you,  but  upon  the  gracious  promife  of  God  in  his 
word,  and  the  mediation  of  the  great  High  Prieft  over  the 
houfe  of  God  :  Heb.  iv.  14.  16.  **  Seeing  we  have  a  great 
High  Prieft,  that  is  pafled  into  the  heavens,  Jefus^  tl^e  Son  of 
tjod, —  let  us  therefore  coote  boldly  unto  the  throne  of  grace,'* 
&c.  Faith  (as  I  faid  juft  now)  ftill  feeks  a  ground  of  confi- 
dence, not  in  grace  received,  or  any  thing  within  the  man, 
but  only  in  Chrift,  and  the  gracious  promife  of  acceptance 
through  him  ;  .  a^ui  therefore,  the  beft  way  in  the  world  to 
win  above  all  thejfcdoubts,  fears,  and  perplexities,  anent  your 
gracious  ftate,  is,  by  a  dired  a^  of  faith,  to  go  in  to  God 
by  the  new  and  living  way,  afluring  and  perfuading  your 
ovrn  fouls,  that  a  God  of  grace  and  lOve  "  hates  putting  a- 
\vay,"  If.  1.  10.  He  that  "  walketh  in  darknefs,  and  hath 
110  light,'*  what  courfe  is  he  tOstake  ?  "  Let  him  truft  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  and  ftay  himfftflf  upon  his  God :"  v/here^ 
by  the  siame  of  the  Lord^  we  are  to  underftand  the  grace  and 

mercy^ 
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merely  power  and  faithfulnefs,  of  God,  pawned  in  the  pro-i 
mifes  of  the  covenant.  Here  we  are  to  cafl  anclior ;  upon' 
thefs  we  are  to  build  the  confidence  and  alTurance  of  faith^ 
when  we  have  nothing  to  look  or  truft  to.  Faith,  both  in  its 
firft  aft,  and  in  its  after-a&ings,  £dleus  upon  this  name  of  the 
Lord :  when  at  firft  it  fetches  the  foul  out  of  the  darknefs  of 
a  naturial  ftate,  and  when  afterwards,  by  its  t?enewed  adings^ 
it  brings  the  foul  fron:  under  the  dark  and  black  clouds  of 
4efertion,  temptation,  and  defpondency,  it  dill  truds  ;in  the 
name  of  God,  as  it  is  fet  in  Chrid,  and  fet  forth  in  the  cove- 
nant, particularly  in  the  abfolute  promifes  thereof.  And 
therefore,  though  indeed,  in  the  duty  of  felf-examination^ 
we  are  to  look  inward  for  the  marks  and  evidences  of  grace^ 
in  order  to  our  arriving  at  an  affurauce  of  jfenfe ;  yet,  in  the 
duty  of  believing,  and  in  order  to  our  coming  at  the  alTurance 
of  faith,  we  mud  look  wholly  outward  to  the  promife,  and 
the  name  of  God  pledged  therein.  Thus  did  Abraham,  .the 
father  of  the  faithful,  Rom.  iv.  20.  ai. ;  and  £b  mud  we,  if 
we  would  be  the  true  feed  of  Abraham. 

OhjeB.  3.  You  call  finners  to  believe,  and  to  believe  with 
an  aflured  faith  :  But  to  what  purpofe  is  all  this  ?  may  one 
fay  :  faith  is."  the  gift  of  God,"  the  work  of  his  Spirit ;  I 
have  no  power  to  believe,  till  God  work  it  in  me :  and  there- 
fore all  this  labour,  in  perfuading  us  to  believe,  might  lie 
fpared.  I  anfwer.  Your  own  inability  to  believe,  by  any 
drength  or  powei:  of  yours,  is  fo  far  from  being  a.i  argument 
againd,  that  it  is  one  of  the  dronged  arguments  why  yoiA 
ihould  believe  :  for  when  we  call  yOu  to  believe,  we  do  not 
call  you  to  work  or  do  any  thing  by  your  own  power  ;  but, 
becaufe  you  have  no  power,  to  trud  in  the  doings  and  drength 
of  another,  who,  as  he  has  wrought  all  your  works  for  you^ 
fo  he  engages  hinifelf  by  promife,  to  work  all  your  works  im 
you  ;  and  particularly,  being  "  the  Author  and  Finiftier  of 
faith,"  is  ready  and  willing  to  **  fnlfil  in  you  all  the  good 
pleafure  of  his  goodnefs,  and  the  work  of  faith  with  power*^ 
Every  creature  anfwers  its  name ;  and  will  God  be  wanting 
to  anfwer  his  ?  No,  furely  ;  the  name  that  he  takes  to  him- 
felf  is  declarative  of  his  nature :  and  therefore,  fince  be  has 
taken  this  name  to  himfelf,  of  being  the  Author  of  Faitl^, 
and  the  FiniJJocr  thereof,  we  ma}',  with  the  greated  affiuance 
of  faith,  "  trud  iii  this  name  of  the  Lord,"  that  he  will  both 
begin  the  good  work,  and  carry  it  on  to  the  day  of  the  Lord 
Jefus.  And  this  very  committing  of  the  work  of  faith  unto 
him,  from  a  fenfe  of  your  own  inability,  is  that  Wievinj^ 
which  we  urge  and  call  you  to.  Faith  is  a  grace  whicli  jnd 
fprings  out  of  the  ruin  of  all  felf-fu3iciency  and  excellency ; 
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finding  neither  righteoufiiefs  nor  ftrength  witiiin,  it  looks 
abroad,  and  cries,  ^*  Surely  in  the  Lord  have  1  righteolifiic& 
^  nd  ftrength." 

UnbelieF  and  carnal  reafoa  are  read  j  Co  argney  Becanfe 
God  by  his  Spirit  maft  do  all,  therefore  i¥e  xviU  uc  itiU  and 
do  nothing.  But  the  Spirit  of  God,  wbofe  xesdbniBgs  I  aa 
ft^re  are  infintteiy  better,  argues  after  a  quite  different  xnan* 
ner;  Phil.  ii«  Z2.  13.  **  Work  out  the  work  of  jour  ialTatioa 
^kh  fear  and  trenabling;  for  it  is  God  which  worketh  in  yon, 
both  to  will  and  to  do  of  bis  good  pleafure."  O  what  ^o- 
riotts  encour^geineat  is  here  for  a  poor  impotent  £nner  to 
eflay  and  miat  at  believing  !  Here  is  the  arm  of  Omnipo- 
iency,  reaching  forth  itieif  for  thy  help  and  throughbeaxing 
in  the  work  he  calls  thee  to.  Up  therefore,  and  be  doing, 
iov  ^  thy  God  commands  thy  ftrength  ^"  and  therefore  hex. 
hiip  be  "  the  glory  of  thy  ftrength.'* 

But,  fay  you,  feeing  we  cannot  work  the  woric  of  faith, 
why  does,  he  yet  command  it  ?  Is  it  oot  a  hanUhip  to  i:e<]iiire 
of  us  what  we  have  no  ability  to  do  ^  Anjw.  Why  do  yoa 
fend  yonr  little  children  to  fchool  with  the  A,  B,  G,  m  tkeir 
hands,  ^J^efore  they  can  read  one  letter  ?  You  do  not  think 
it  a  hardfliip  to  put  the  book  in  their  hand,  .and  bid  them 
read,  tho<ugh  they  know  not  a  letter,  becaufe  you  oflfer  to 
teach  them  yourfel^  or  by  another  in  your  place.  80  here, 
we  are  commanded  to  •*  work  the  work  of  God  ;*  which^ia 
to  '^  believe  on  him  whom  he  hath  fent  \*  which  yet  is  no 
tiardfhip,  notwithftanding  of  utter  inability  for  it  in  oar- 
felves  \  becauie,  at  the  ^me  time  that  he  commands  bdio- 
Ting,  he  tells  us,  lor  our  encouragement,  that  he  himfelf  ia 
the  Author  of  faith,  and  is  teady  to  work  in  us  both  to  will 
4bad  to  do.  if  a  mafter  Ihouid  command  a  fervant  to  poife  ov 
lift  a  burden  which  he  is  not  able  to  move,  or  to  work  a  tura 
which  he  has  no  ikill  to  manage ;  it  might  indeed  difoourage 
the  fervent  from  attempting  it,  if  he  were  required  to  do  it 
by  his  own  ftrength  or  ikill  9  but  when  the  nrafler  tells  him^ 
I  will  affift,  I  will'dired,  I  will  do  all,  only  put  to  thy  hand, 
what  fervant  would  refufe  or  decline  the  fervice  in  this  cafe*? 
or  if  he  foould,  do  you  not  think  he  would  dcCerve  to  be 
beaten  with  many  ftripes  ?  The  application  is  obvious  :  It 
is  God's  ordinary  Way  to  come  and  join  with  the  poor  fiynl, 
and  enable  it  to  believe,  while  in  obedience  to  his  commaBd, 
it  is  minting  to  believe  in  Chrift.  Like  a  kind  mafter  of  « 
fchool,  when  the  child,  in  obedience  to  him,  takes  the  pen 
in  his  hand,  and  fcribbles  the  beft  way  he  can,  the  matter 
takes  his  hand  in  his,  and  leads  and  learns  him  to  write:  fo, 
when  we  take,  as  it  were,  the  pen  in  oar  hand,  and  ofifer  to 
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write,  fit  his  command^  he  takes  our  hand  in  his,  direfting, 
ftrength^ning,  and  enabling  us  to  believe :  fo  that,  if  there 
be  but  a  willing  mind  to  this  work,  it  is  accepted :  where  he 
gives  to  willy  he  will  alfo  give  to  do,  of  his  good  pleafure  ; 
thefe  two  are  infeparably  connected  in  the  order  of  God's 
covenant. 

But  you  may  ftill  objed.  All  the  endeavours  of  a  natifisil 
man  are  (liU  but  natural  and  .finful  a&ions  ;  and  will  ever 
God  concur  by  his  almighty  power  with  the  ads  or  endea** 
vours  of  nature.  Anfw.  Although  God  be  not  obliged  to 
concur  with  the  endeavours  of  nature;  yet,  fuch  is  his 
grace,  love,  and  good- will,  towards  man  upon  earth,  fucli 
is  the  ftrength  of  his  defire  after  our  falvation,  fuch  plea- 
fure has  he  in  a.finner's  believing,  fuch  a  regard  has  he  to 
what  he  himfelf  has  commanded,  that  we  find  him  many 
times  aftually  concurring  with  the  poor  helplefs  iinner,  in  his 
impotent  mints  at  obedience  to  what  he  calls  for.  It  was  no 
gracious  principle  that  moved  Naaman  the  Syrian  to  go  waih ' 
in  the  waters  of  Jordan ;  yet,  becaufe  he  did  what  was  com- 
manded, God  was  pleafed  to  concur  with  the  mean  of  his 
own  appointment,  and  cured  his  leprous  body,  and,  for  ought 
I  know,  his  foul  alfo.  Let  us  believe  as  we  can,  in  obedience 
to  Ged'^command,  and  in  a  dependence  upon  his  almighty 
power ;  -%94  while  we  are  doing  fo,  although  the  ad  be  at 
the  beginniii;  but  natural,  yet,  in  the  very  afting,  promifed 
and  purchafied  grace  flrikes  in,  and  turns  it  into  a  fupematural 
a£l  of  believing.  As  when  Chrift  was  about  to  work  that 
famous  miracle  at  Cana,  in  Galilee,  he  does  not  firft  turn  the 
water  into  wine ;  but  he  firft  bids  them  pour  out  the  water^ 
and,  in  pouring  of  it  out,  the  water  was  changed  into  wine : 
fo  the  loaves  were  multiplied,  while  the  difciples,  in  obe- 
.dience  to  the  command  of  Chriil,  were  dividing^ them  ^mong 
the  multitude.  Juft  fo  here,  while  the  poor  foul,  in  a  fubor- 
djnation  to  the  divine  power,  and,  in  obedience  to  the  divine 
command,  is  attempting  to  believe,  a  God  of  graee  changes 
the  attempt  into  a  tree  genuine  faith  \  fo  that  the  foul^ 
through  the  mighty  power  of  God,  ere  ever  it  is  aware,  is 
brought  really  to  believe,  and  that  in  a  way  it  knows  not 
how:  for  ''  the  wind  bloweth  where  it  liflelh,  and  thou, 
heareft  the  found  thereof,  but  canft  not  tell  whence  it  cometh^ 
and  whither  it  goeth :  fo  is  every  one  that  is  born  of  the 
Spirit.'' 

Thus,  I  fay,  in  the  very  afting  of  faith  we  are  enabled  to 
a£l  it ;  when  we  take  the  pen  in  our  hand,  God  takes  us  by 
the  hand,  and  writes  for  us,  leading  us  in  the  *•  way  we  know 
not."     It  is  with  us  in  believing  many  times,  as  in  praying, 
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The  man  goes  to  prayer  with  his  heart  as  cold  as  the  ice^ 
and  as  hard  as  the  nether  millflone  ;  he  cannot  open  a  mouth 
'  before  the  Lord  ;  his  tongue  is  tacked,  his .  heart  is  locked 
up  :  but  yet,  while  the  poor  foul  is  minting  to  pour  out  its 
heart  into  God's  bofom,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  falls  on  hiro, 
even  the  Spirit  of  grace  and  fupplication,  whereby  his  bonds 
af^  loofedy  and  his  foul  made  )ike  the  chariots  of  Ammina- 
dib.  So,  while  the  poor  foul  is  minting  at  believing,  the 
Spirit  of  faith  comes  and  concurs  with  it,  exerting  that  ez<« 
ceeding  great  and  mighty  power  which  raifed  Chrift  from 
the  dead,  whereby  he  comes  to  be  *^  fille'd  with  joy  and  peace 
in  believing." 

Perhaps  you  may  fay.  You  urge  us  much  to  effay  belie- 
ving ;  but  pray  give  us  your  beft  advice  how  to  manage  in 
this  matter.  O  that  the  Spirit  of  God  may  corfcfir  !  There 
are  thefe  two  or  three  things  1  offer,  by  way  of  advice,  to  you 
who  are  in  good  earneft  ;  and,  O !  what  inan  is  there,  that " 
has  a  foul  to  be  faved,  and  who  looks  forward  to  a  vaft  eter- 
nity of  well  or  wo,  that  fiiould  not  be  in  good  earneft  as  to 
this  matter !  ' 

I.  My  Jirji  advice,  then,  is  this.  Study  to  have  your  heafts 
well  ftored  with  all  thefe  cotifiderations,  which  are  fit  fuel 
and  matter  whereby  faith  is  ingenerated,  or  begotttfo^'in  the 
liearts  of  finncrs.  Although  the  aft  of  faving  t^kttk  be  the 
cffefl:  of  the  divine  power  and  grace  ;  yet  it  is  ji^^the  power 
of  nature,  by  a  common  concourfe,  to  flock  kdd  ftore  the 
mind  with  thefe  things  which  are  the  feed  of  faith.  The  huf- 
bandman,  though  he  cannot  make  one  grain  of  corn  to  grow^ 
yet  he  can  plow  knd  fow  his  ground ;  and  when  he  has  done . 
his  part,  he  leaves  the  feed  under  the  clod,  and  looks  up  to., 
heaven  for  the  waterings  of  the  earlier  and  latter  rains  ;  and 
acx:ording]y,  God  for  ordinary  crowns  his  end^vours  with 
fuccefs,  making  the  heavens  to  hear  the  earth,  and  the  earth 
to  hear  the  corn,  whereby  it  brings  forth  ten,  twenty,  or  air 
hundred  fold.  So  here,  let  us  do  what  is  incumbent  on  us^ 
and  what  we  have  power  in  an  ordinary  way  to  do  ;  let  us 
fow  the  feeds,  I  mean,  let  us  (lore  our  minds  with  the  pure 
and  precious  truths  of  God,  and  acquaint  oiirfelves  with  thcfc 
things  which  are  to  be  believed,  as  they  are  laid  before  us  in- 
the  holy  oracles  of  the  fcriptures  of  truth  ;  and  having  thus 
laid  in  the  feed  into  the  ground  or  foil  of  our  hearts,  let  us 
look  heavenward,  and  wait  for  a  fhower  of  the  Spirit's  in* 
fluences,  actording  to  that  word  of  grace  or  promife,  Ifa. 
xliv.  3.  "  I  will  pour  water  upon  him  that  is  tliirfty,  and 
floods  upon  the'dry  ground.'*  You  know,  they  that  offered 
facrifices  of  6ld,  though  they  could  not  make  fire  comedown 
2  .     from 
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ftom  heaven  to  confutne  their  facrifices  ;  jet  they  isould  fetch, 
the  bullock  out  of  the  flail,  or  the  lamb  out  of  the  fold  ; 
they  could  bring  it  to  the  altar«  and  bind  it  with  cords  to  the 
borns  of  the  altar ;  they  could  gather  theit  ilicks,  and  lay 
in  proper  fucjl;    and  having  done  their   part,  they  looked 
up  to  heaven  for  the  celeilial  fire  to  fet  all  on  a  flame  together. 
In  like,  manner,  I  fay,  do  what  is  incumbent  on  you  i  gather 
your  ilicks,  lay  in  the  pi^per  fuel  of  faith,  flore  your  minds 
with  the  materials  oJF  believing,  which  you  are  daily  reading 
or  hearing  in  the  word.     Study  to  imprefs  your  fouls  with 
the  dodriues  of  your  16ft  eftate  in  the  firft  Adam,  and  the 
way  of  your  frilvation  by  grace,  in  and  through  the  fecond 
Adam,  Jefus  Chrift.     Think  upon  the  near  approach  that 
the  high  and  lofty  One  has  made  to  us   in  the  perfon  of  his 
eternal  Son,  by  his  manifeftation  in  our  nature,  when  he  paff- 
ed-by  the  nature  of  angels.    O  think  on  the  excellency  of  his 
perfon,  as  he  is  Immanuel,  God-man,  God  with  us,  God  oa 
our  fide,  to  bruife  the  head  of  the  old  lerpeht,  who  hadfpoiled 
and  ruined  us.     Think  upon  his  furetyfhip  and  fubftitutioa 
in  our  room ;  how  he  was  **  made  fin  for  us,  that  we  might 
be  made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him ;"    how  he  was 
**  made  a  curfe  for  us,  that  we  might  be  redeemed  from  the 
curfe  ;"  how  he  was  "  delivered  for^  our  offences,  and  raifed 
again  for  our  juftification."     Think  upon  the  fulnefs  of  grace 
and  truth,  of  merit  and  Spirit,  that  is  in  him  ;   and  how  all 
that  fulnefs  of  grace  that  is  laid  up  in  him,  is  laid  out  to  us 
in  a  covenant  of  grace  and  promife,  and  that  promife  or  co- 
venant left  to  us,  and  put  in  our  hands,  and  we  required  to 
take  hold  of  it,  to  make  ufe  of  it  in  a  way  of  believing. 
Thefe  are  fome  of  the  materials  of  faith;    faith  comes  by- 
hearing  of  thefe  things,  and  by  thinking  and  meditating  upon 
them  :  "  By  thefe  things  do  men  live  ;  and  yi  all  thefe  things 
is  the  life  of  our  fpirits,"  Ifa.  xxxviii.  i6.    And  therefore  re- 
volve them  in  your  minds,  roll  them  like  a  fweet  morfel  un- 
der your  tongues,  think  and  think  again  upon  them,  and,  in 
thinking,    prefent  them   to  your  underftanding,    as  things 
wherein  your  eternal  flate  is  concerned.     You  have  as  good 
ground  to  expe£l  the  concurring  power  of  the  Spirit  of  faith 
in  this  way  and  method,  to  fulfil  in  you  the  work  of  faith  . 
with  power,  as  ever  they  of  old  had  to  look  for  the  celeftial 
fire  to  come  down  and  confume  their  facrifices,  as  a  teftimony 
of  the  divine  acceptance,  when  they  had,  according  to  the 
command  of  God,  done  what  was  incumbent  on  them,  ia 
preparing  their  materials. 

2.  Another  advice  I  give  you  is  this.  Study  not  only  to 
gather  thefe  materials  of  faith,  but  to  be  fully  perfuaded  of 
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the  truth  and  certwnty  of  every  thing  that  (Jed  has  reveftkdF 
in  his  word,  cfpcciallj  of  thefe  things  which  rekte  more  im- 
jncdiatcly  to  the  myftery  of  falvation  through  Chrift.  We 
xnuft  n^eds  helieve  the  report  of  the  gofpel,  and  {et  our  feal 
to  the  record  of  God  in  his  word.  Particularly,  he  fully 
perfuaded  ;hat  you  are  bankrupt,  ruined,  and  loft,  to  all  in- 
tents and  purpofes,  by  the  breach  of  the  firft  covenant^  being 
tinder  the  wrath  of  God,  the  curfe  of  the  law,  and  the  power 
of  Satan  ;  and  that  you  have  no  more  power  to  relieve  your- 
felves  out  of  this  miferable  condition,  than  the  new-bom  in- 
fant caft  out  into  the  open  field,  Ezek.  xvi.  And  in  digging 
into  this  rock  whence  you  were  hewn,  be  not  afraid  to  go  to 
the  bottom,  I  mean,  to  know  the  worft  of  yourfelve* ;  for  true 
£aith  fprings  out  of  the  ruin  of  felf.  Defpair  and  felf-loathing 
make  way  for  a  fuitable  prizing  and  improving  of  the  blefled 
remedy.  Want  of  neceffaries  at  home  oblige  men  to  go 
sibroad,  either  to  beg  or  buy  where  they  D>ay  have  them, 
the  denial  of  felf,  in  point  of  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength, 
lands  the  foul  in  Chrift,  faying,  "  Surely  in  the  Lord  have  I 
^  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength.*'  Again,  ftudy  to  be  fully  afturced^ 
that  there  is  no  help  or  relief  for  you  out  of  your  loft  condi- 
tion, but  6nly  by  faith's  acceptance  and  application  of  Chrift^ 
upon  the*  warrant  of  God's  word  of  grace;  there  is 'no  co- 
ining to  the  Father  but  by  him,  no  other  name  whereby  men 
^can  be  faved ;  every  other  door  of  accefs  is  barred  and  con^ 
demned  fince  the  fall.  Be  convinced  of  Chrift  *s  ability  and 
fuiEciency  to  fave  you  from  fin,  and  all  its  difmal  train  of 
miferies  ;  he  is  a  mighty  Redeemer,  on  whom  God  hath  laid 
our  help,  able  to  fave  to  the  very  uttermoft.  Be  perfuaded, 
that  he  is  a  Saviour  every  way  calculated  and  fuited  unto  thy 
neceffity,  being  made  of  God  unto  us,  wifdom,  righteoufnefs, 
fandiification,  and  redemption  i  and  that  his  office  as  a  Sa- 
viour, as  well  as  his  own  promife,  obliges  him  to  fave  every 
one  that  comes  to  him  in  a  way  of  believing:  that  everlafting 
life  is  yours,  and  yoti  aftually  have  it,  that  moment  you  re- 
ceive him  as  the  free  gift  of  God ;  *<  he  that  hath  the  Swj 
hath  life:"  that  there  is  no  condition  or  qualification,  no  work 
or  duty,  required  in  the  word  of  God,  in  order  to  procure 
a  right  and  title  to  eternal  life ;  but  that  you  are  to  come  in 
upon  Chrift's  title.,  who  is  the  righteous  heir,  and  who  has. 
made  a  difpofition  or  affignation  of  his  right  to  us  in  his  tefta- 
ment,  without  any  clogs  or  conditions.  And  if  you  adventure 
to  make  your  works,  duties,  or  any  good  thing  in  you,  the 
condition  of  Chrift's  latter-will,  you  alter  the  will  of  the  dead; 
YOU  in  effect  deftrpy  the  fl^eedo^i  of  9  coveusint  of  grace,  and 
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build  up  a  partition- wall  between  Chrift  and  you,  which  you 
fliall  never  be  able  to  climb  over. 

3.  Another  advice  I  give  y6u,  is  this.  Believe  that  it  is 
your  duty  to  believe,  in  obedience  to  the  exprefs  command  of 
God,  with  an  eye  to  his  proraifed  Spirit.  Firft  view  the 
grounds  that  your  faith  has  to  go  upon,  already  fpoken  to ; 
and  then  caft  your  eye  upon  the  divine  command  and  call, 
warranting,  encouraging,  and  requiring,  yoil  to  venture  upon 
thefe  grounds ';  and  fo  long  as  thefe  are  kept  in  view,  tliere  is 
no  fear  of  prefumption  ;  how  can  it  be  prefumption  to  obey 
the  exprefs  command  of  Heaven  ?  yea,  the  greateft  command 
that  ever  was  iffued  out  to  man  from  the  throne  of  glory 
above,  i  John  iii.  23.  He  fpeaks  as  if  there  were  no  other 
eommahd  in  the  word  of  God ;  becaufe  we  fulfil  the  whole 
law  as  a  covenant,  in  the  very  firft  a£i  of  believing,  by  re- 
nouncing our  own,  and  fubmitting  to  the  law  -bidding  and  law- 
inagnifying  righteoufnefs  of  the  Son  of  God ;  and  thereby 
our  perfonal  obedience  alfo  to  the  law  as  a  rule,  is  fet  upon 
fuch  a  footing  as  to  be  accepted  in  the  beloved  ;  for  let  us  do 
what  we  will,  we  fliall  never  pleafe  God,  or  be  accepted  of 
him,  till  we  believe  in  the  name  of  his  Son,  Heb.  xi.  6.  And 
therefore  1  fay  again,  mint  at  believing,  in  obedience  to  the 
command  of  God.  It  is  as  much  your  duty  to  believe,  as 
to  obey  any  command  of  the  moral  law ;  and  difobedicnce  to 
this  command  of  believing,  will  damn  you  eternally,  yea,  do 
it  more  effeftually  than  murder,  adultery,  theft,  or  any  other 
breach  of  the  law  that  I  can  name.  Pray  tell  me.  Sirs,  why 
do  you  ever  bow  a  knee,  or  open  a  mouth  to  God,  in  prayer  ? 
Do  you  fet  about  this  duty,  becaufe  you  have  power  and 
ftrength  in  yourfelves  to  pierce  heaven  by  your  prayers,  or  to 
order  your  caufe  before  God  ?  No,  furely,  but  becaufe  God 
has  commanded  you  to  call  upon  him,  therefore,  powerlefs 
as  you  are,  though  you  know  not  how  to  pray,  or  what  to 
pray  for,  yet  you  effay  it.  Now,  why  do  you  not  the  fame 
in  the  cafe  of  believing,  as  in  praying,  fince  the  one  is  com- 
.  manded  as  well  as  the  other  ?  for  I  fay,  you  have  as  little 
power  in  yourfelves  to  pray  aright  as  to  believe  aright. 
There  are  many  who,  as  I  was  faying  before,  fhift  oflF  the 
great  duty  of  believing  from  day  to  day,  under  this  pretext, 
that  they  want  power  to  believe.  But  this  is  an  objection 
that  militates  againft  all- duties,  as  well  a«  that  of  believing. 
We  are  not  fufficient  of  ourfelves  to  think  any  thing  as  of 
ourfelves,  as  the  apoftle  affurcs  us  ;  but  \yill  you,  for  this 
reafon  defift  from  any/fffajMip  think  upon  what  is  good  and 
beneficial  to  your  fouls  ?  W) ;  we  try  meditation,  we  mint 
tg  think  on  what  is  good,  and,  in  mufing,  the  fire  bums : 
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God  comes  in  with  the  breathings  of  his  Spirit,  and  then  our 
meditations  of  hiip  are  fweet,  ahd  we  are  glad  in  the  Lord* 
So,  while  the  foul,  from  a  fenfe  of  its  loft  eftate,  is  minting 
to  roll  and  reft  itfelf  on  Chrift,  in  obedience  to  the  command 
of  God,  God  comes  in  with-  his  Spirit  of  faith,  and  fills  us 
with  J07  and  peace  in  believing. 

4.  Although  you  flioulid  not  find  any  fenfible  concurrence 
of  the  power  of  God  coming  alonr;  with  your  mint  at  obe* 
dience  to  the  command  of  believing,  yet  give  it  not  over,  but 
ftill  continue  the  attempt :   "  Wait  on  the  Lord ;  be  of  good 
courage,  and  he  (hall  ftrengthen  thine  heart :  wait,  I  fay,  ou 
the  Lord."  OhjeB,  I  have  often  attempted  to  believe,  but  yet 
I  am  as  far  from  it  as  ever ;  the  power  of  God  does  not  come 
along  ;  and  therefore  I  rtiay  quite  give  it  over.     For  anfwer, 
I  refer  you  to  a  word,  Heb.  x.  36.  37.  "  Ye  have  need  of  pa« 
tience  ;  that  after  ye  have  done  the  will  of  God,  ye  might  re^ 
ceive  the  promife.     For  yet  a  little  wliile,  and  he  that  (hall 
come  will  come,  and  will  not  tarry.'*     In  trying  to  aft  faith 
in  obedience  to  the  divine  command  ye  have  need  of  patienOe ; 
for  "  he  that  believeth  doth  not  make  hafte."    You  muft  re- 
folve  to  believe,  and  wait,  and  wait,  and  believe,  and  never 
give  it  over :  and  when  ye  have  done  the  will  of  God  in  this 
matter,  as  you  can,  you  muft  hold  on  with  them  that  have 
clean  hands,  even  though  you  find  no  fenfible  influence  con- 
curring ;  for  it  is  the  command  of  God  in  liis  word,  and  not 
the  influence  of  the  Spirit,  that  is  the  rule  and  meafure  of 
your  duty.     And  if  you  continue  doing  the  will  of  God  in 
this  matter,  with  an  eye  to  him  who  is  the  author  and  finifher 
of  faith,  you  may  alTure  youirfelves,  that  **  in  a  little  while, 
he  that  ihall  come  will  come,  and  will  not  tarry."     It  is  the 
willqfGody  and  the  work  of  Gody  which  thou  art  aiming  at, 
even  to  believe  in  him  whom  he  hathfent;  and  will  not  a  Gs>d 
of  grace  and  love,  with  whom  compaflions  flow,  put  to  his 
hand  to  his  own  work,  and  help  a  poor  creature  to  do  what  is 
his  own  will  ?  yea,  furely,  thou  may  be  confident  of  this  very 
things  when  he  has  pafled  his  word  for  it,  tliat  he  will  "  work 
in  thee,  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  own  good  pleafure.'* 
There  is  nothing  in  all  the  world  fo  pleafing  to  God,  as  to  fee 
a  poor  foul  aiming  to  clofe  wi,th,  and  accept  of  his  Chrift  :  he 
is,  as  it  were,  pained  at  the  heart,  when  finners  are  backward 
to  believe  in  his  Son  ;  and  will  he  not  then  be  forward  to  help 
a  poor  foul  that  is  aiming  at  it  ?    You  know,  an  indulgent 
mother,  when  her  breafts  are  full  and  fwelled  with  milk,  will 
be  ready,  not  only  to  draw  oiU^er  breaft,  but  to  help  her  > 
poor  infant  toward  it,  when  in^Rmt  of  milk  or  minting  to 
fuck.     Has  a  mQther  fucU  compaffion  toward  her  fucking 
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6hild;  and  is  there  not  infinitely  more  compaffi^n  with  the 
Father  of  mercies,  toward  a  poor  foul  that  is  minting  to  fuck 
the  full  breafts  of  his  grace  and  mercj  drawp  out  to  all  in  a 
gofpel-difpenfacion  ?  He  whofe  bowels  are  fending  out  a  found 
after  finners  in  the  gofpeUcall,  will  not  be  wanting  to  lend  his 
helping  hand  to  enable  you  to  believe ;  and  therefore  fay  with 
Davidy  Pfal.  xlii.  5.  '^  Hope  tkou  in  God,  for  I  fhall  yet 
praife  him  for  the  help  of  hjs  countenance." 

OhjeEi*  I  have  tried  believing  fo  long  and  fo  often,  that  I 
am  quite  wearied,  my  (Irength  is  gone,  and  yet  no  power 
from  above ;  what  fliall  I  do  ?  God  takes  no  notice  of  me. 
Anfvy.  If.  xl.  27.  28.  8tc.  "  Why  fayed  thou,  O  Jacob,  and 
fpeakeft,  O  Ifrael,  My  way  is  hid  from  the  Lord,  and  my 
judgement  is  paffed  over  from  my  God?  Haft  thou  not 
known  ? .  haft  thou  not  heard,  that  the  everlafting  G^d,  the 
Lord,  the  Creator  of  the  ends  of  the  earth,  fainteth  not,  nei- 
ther IS  weary  ?  there  is  no  fearching  of  his  uuderftanding. 
He  giveth  power  to  the  faint;  and  to  them  that  have  no  might,  * 
he  increafeth  ftrength,"  Thou  imagines  that  God's  helping 
hand  is  withdrawn,  and  that  he  takes  no  notice  of  thy  mints 
to  believe.  But  why  fayeft  thou  fo  ?  He  is  nearer  than  thou 
apprehends :  Behold  he  ftandeth  behind  our  wall,  ready  to 
give  grace,  and  mercy  to  help  in  time  of  need,  ready  to  give 
power  to  the  faint,  and  ftrength  to  them  that  have  no  might : 
and  power  from  on  high  to  believe  is  neareft,  when  we  are 
moft  carried  out  of  ourfelves  in  point  of  ftrength  and  fuffi- 
ciency.  And  therefore  give  it  not  over  :  **  Wait,  1  fay,  on 
the  Lord ;  for  they  that  wait  upon  him  fhall  renew  their 
ftrength."  It  is  only  the  weak  man  that  will  lean  to  the  help 
of  another :  now,  faith  is  a  leaning  on  Chrift  when  we  cannoC* 
fiand  alone.  Cant.  viii.  5.  ••  Who  is  this  that  cohieth  up  from 
the  wildemefs,  leaning  upon  her  beloved  ?"  It  is  only  the 
wearied  man  that  will  fit  down  and  reft  him :  now,  faith  is 
the  foul's  refting  in  or  upon  Chrift,  Pfal.  xxxvii.  7.  "  Reft 
in  the  Lord,  and  wait  patiently  for  him,"  Heb.  iv.  3.  "  We 
which  have  believed  do  enter  into  reft."  When  a  man  can 
do  nothing  elfe,  when  he  is  fo  feeble  that  he  cannot  put  his 
band  to  a  turn,  yet  he  can  reft  hirn  :  fo  here,  becaufe  thou 
art  weak,  and  without  ftrength  for  any  work  cf  the  law, 
therefore  the  Lord  calls  thee  to  reft  thy  weary,  finking  foul 
upon  the  Lord  Jefus,  on  whom  lie  has  laid  thy  help.  And 
therefore  let  thy  weaknefs  encourage  thee  to  revive,  inftead 
of  difcouraging  thee. 

But  now,  1  come  to  offer  a  word  of  exhortation  to  thefe 
whofe  hearts  do  fall  in  with*  the  foregoing  exhortation.  I)o 
ye  now  believe,  though  in  the  weakeft  degree  ?    Let  me  exhort 

you 
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you  not  to  neft  in  a  low  meafure  of  faith,  but  pvefs  a&er  tha 
higbed  degree  of  it.  Forget  things  behind,  reach  forth  unto 
things  that  are  before ;  believe  better  than  ye  have  yet  done« 
Go  on  from  faith  to  faith,  and  thus .  learn  to  draw  near  with 
a  true  hearty  in  ruLL  assurance  of  faith  ;  artd  thus  you 
fliall  be  the  children  of  faithful  Abraham,  who  "  ftaggered 
not  at  the  proinife  through  unbelief;  but  was  ftrong  in  faith,^ 
giving  glory  to  God;  being  fully  perfuaded,  that  what  he 
had  promifed,  he  was  able  alfo  to  perform."  You  fee  wliat 
w?i6  the  ground  of  Abraham's  faith,  by  which  he  believed 
without  itaggering  ;  it  was  nothing,  elfe  but  the  promife  o^ 
life  and  falvation,  through  a  Meffiah  to  come.  Well,  you 
have  the  very  fame  ground  ot  faith  laid  before  you,  with  a 
fiar  greater  advantage  now  under  the  New  Tcftament,  namely, 
the  promife'  of  acceptance,  peace,  pardon,  grace  and  glory, 
through  a  Meiliah  who  is  already  come,  and  finiflied  the  work 
which  the  Father  gave  him  to  do ;  and  therefore  believe  with^ 
out  (daggering,  as  he  did. 

Tliat  I  may  quicken  you  to  prefs  after  a  higher  meafure 
of  faith,  I  offer  the  following  confiderations. 

I.  Little  faith  is  not  eaiily  difcerned  ;  it  is  but  like  a  grain 
of  mullard  feed  lying  in  the  ground,  which  one  can'fcarce  dif« 
tinguifh  from  the  dull  which  lies  under  his  feet ;  and  whea 
faith  is  not  difcerned,  God  lofes  the  glory  of  his  own  gitar^ 
and  you  alfo  lofe  the  comfort  of  it.  .  • 

1.  The  world  we  live  in  requires  a  ftrong  faith.  It  is  a 
den  of  lions,  and  a  mountain  of  leopards  ;  the  roaring  lion  is 
going  about  feeking  to  devour ;  Red  feas  and  Jordans  of 
trouble  lie  in  our  way  to  Canaan,  through  the  howling  wil- 
dernefs.  Storms  and  tempefts  of  perfecution  and  tribulation 
may  blow,  which  will  make  the  ftrong  believer  to  ftagger 
and  fiiake :  and  if  fo,  has  not  the  weak  believer  reafon  to  for- 
tify himfelf,  by  ftudying  to  believe  better  than  he  has  done? 
for  it  is  by  faith  that  we  ftand  in  an  evil  day. 

3.  Contentment  with  little  faith,  is  no  good  fign  of  the  reality 
of  faith  ;  for  (as  was  hinted  before)  it  is  of  the  nature  of  true 
grace,  to  breathe  after  its  own  perfedtion.  They  who  have 
the  leaft  degree  of  it,  prefs  after  the  higheil.  They  that  know 
the  Lorrl,  follow  on  to  know  him. 

4.  Confider  the  advantages  of  a  ftrong  faith,  beyond  a  weak. 
ijly  A  ftrong  faith  hath  a  firm  and  folid  peace  coming  along 
with  it :  If.  xxvi.  3.  "  Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perfcdt  peace, 
v/hofe  mind  is  ftayed  on  thee,"  But  weak  faith  has  its  peace 
difturbed  at  every  turn  of  providence.  ^^/y>  Strong  faith 
brings  great  joy  with  it ;  hence  we  are  faid  to  be  **  filled 

with  jay  and  peace  in  bcVievinj  *,'*  ye?i,  ttve  ^oy  of  a  lively 
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fiiith  is  a  "joy  unfpeakable,  and  full  of  glory/*  i  Pet.  i.  8, 
But  now  the  weak  believer,  though  he  may  perhaps  fome- 
,  times  be  filled  with  the  joy  of  fenfe,  yet  he  has  but  little  of 
the  joy  of  believing.  Hence  it  is,  that  whenever  fenfe  is 
withdrawn,  he  is  in  the  very  fuburbs  of  hell,  crying,  "  The 
Lord  Iiath  forgotten  to  be  gracious,  his  proinife  fails  for  ever- 
more." idly.  Strong  faith  is  more  Heady  in  a  itorm  than  a 
weak  faith  is.  Strang  faith,  when  the  fiorm  blows,  cafts 
out  the  anchor  of  hope,  and  rides  in  fafeiy,  crying,  "  1  will 
not  be  afraid,  though  the  earth  be  removed,  and  though  th^ 
mountains  be  carried  into  the  midft  of  the  fea,  and  though 
the  waters  thereof  roar."  But  now,  weak  faith,  like  Peter 
walking  on  the  waters,  is  ready  at  every  billow  to  cry  out, 
*•  Matter,  I  perifli."  When  created  coa)f;jrts  fail,  when  th6 
fields  yield  no  incrcafe,  weak  faith  is  ready  to  fay,  I  and  my 
£simily  will  perifli :  but  ftrong  faith  will  fay.  Up  tiie  heart, 
there  is  no  fear  ;  **  my  bread  Ihall  be  given  me,  my  waters 
fliall  be  furej"  becaufe  a  God  oi  trutli  hath  faid  it,  whole  is  the 
**  earth,  and  the  fulnefs  thereof."  He  t}iat  *'  feeds  the  ra^- 
vens,*'  will  not  let  his  children  ftarve  ;  he  that  "  clothes  the 
lilies,''  will  not  let  me  go  naked,  ^tb/y.  Strong  faith  has 
noore  confidence  and  boldnefs  in  entering  into  the  holieft, 
more  moyen  and  intereft  in  heaven,  than  weak  faith  has,  John 
xiv.  13. 14.  Mark  xi.  24.  James  i.  6.  Weak  faith,  although 
God  will  not  rejcft  its  fuit,  yet  its  returns  are  not  fo  clear 
and  full ;  yea,  I  will  adventure  to  fay,  that  unbelieving 
doubts,  and  fears,  and  jealoufies,  mar  the  fucoefs  of  many  a 
good  petition.  S^^fy  ^^i^ong  faith  makes  the  approaches  of 
death  mo^rc  eafy  than  they  are  to  the  weak  believer.  Strong 
faith  takes  up  the  telefcope  of  the  promife,  and  looks  beyond 
death,  to  the  land  afar  off,  and  rejoiceth  in  the  hope  of  the 
glory  of  God,  faying,  as  the  head  Chrift  did,  Pfal.  xvi.  9. 
**  My  heart  is  glad,  and  mj  glory  rejoiceth  ;  my  flefli  alfo 
fttall  reft  in  hope :"  for  he  hath  "  (hewed  me  the  path  of 
life,"  the  new  and  living  way  to  thefe  "  rivers  of  pleafures,"' 
and  that  "  fulnefs  of  joy,"  which  are  "  at  God's  right-hand. 
for  evermore."  Strong  faith  viewing  an  exalted  Redeemer, 
it  fees  death  and  hell  among  the  trophies  of  his  victory,  and 
thereupon  triumphs  over  it  as  a  vanquiflied  aad  (lain  enemy, 
laying,  "  O  death,  where  is  thy  fting  ?  O  grave,  where  13 
thy  victory  ?  Thanks  be  to  God,  who  givetii  me  the  victory, 
through  Jjfus  Chrift  my  Lord."  But  now,  weak  faith  flii- 
vers  and  trembles  at  the  approaches  of  death,  left  it  jfhould 
be  fwallowed  up  in  the  fweUings  of  that  Jordan.  Let  thefc 
confiderations,  1  fay,  quicken , you  to  breatlie  2&.^x  \.\\^  \\\- 
Vol.  L  S  s  c^^-^^-?-.^ 
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creafe  of  your  weak  faith,  that  you  tnay  draw  near  with  ftiH 
affu ranee  of  faith, 

I  conclude 'this  whole  difcourfe  with  a  word,  i.  of  endou-« 
ragement  j  and,  2.  of  advice,  to  weak  believers ;  for  our 
glorious  Matter  has  commanded  us,  to  **  ftrengtheo  the  weak 
hands,  to  confirm  the  feeble  knees;"  and  to  *^  fay  to  them 
that  are  of  a  fearful  fpirit.  Be  ftrong,  fear  not. 

!•  A  word  of  comfort  and  encouragement  to  the  poor  ten-' 
der  lambs  and  weaklings  in*  God's  flock,  who  are  frequently 
halting*  and  ftaggering,  through  the  prevalency  of  unbelief. 

(i.)  Know,  for  thy  comfort,  that  the  weakeft  believer  is 
as  nearly  related  to  God  as  a  Father,  as  the  ftrongett  believer 
is.  The  weak^eft  and  youngeft  babe  in  a  family  is  as  fib  to  the 
father  as  the  firft-born,  or  the  ifon  who  is  come  to  his  full 
ftrength  and  fiature.  Every  branch  of  a  tree  is  not  alike 
Urong  or  big  ;  and  yet  the  tendered  twig  is  as  really  united 
to  the  root,  and  as  really  partakes  of  the  fap  of  the  rodt,  as 
thf  ftrongeft  and  moft  principal  branch.  So  here,  the  weakeft 
believer  is  in  Chrift,  and  partakes  of  his  Spirit,  as  well  as  the 
ilrqpgeft. 

(2.)  The  weak  believfer  is  clothed  with  the  white  raiment 
of  Chrift's  righteoufnefs,  and  is  as  much  juftified  thereby,  as 
the  ftrongeft.  Our  great  High  Prieft  is  clothed  with  a  gar- 
ment down  to  his  feet,  whereby  every  member  of  hi5  body 
myftical  is  equally  covered.  It  is  equally  true  of  every  be- 
liever, that  *^  there  is  no  condemnation  to  them  which  are  in 
Chrift,"  Rom.  viii.  i. 

C3r)  The  leaft  and  weakeft  degree  of  faith  fliall  hold  out 
to  the  end.  They  are  all  '^  kept  by  the  power  of  God,  through 
faith  unto  falvaticfti."  He  will  not  break  the  bruifed  reed,^ 
nor  quench  the  fmoking  flax  ;  where  the  good  work,  is  begun, 
})is  faithfulnefs  is  engaged  to  carry  it  on  to  the  day  of  Chrifl, 
The  weakeft  degjee  of  faith  has  glory  and  falvation  knit  to 
It  by  God's  promife,  as  well  as, the  ftrongeft:  It  is  not,  He 
that  hetieves  ftrongly  Jhall  he  faved ;  but.  He  that  beHeves^ 
indefinitely,  -whether  his  faith  be  weak  or  ftrong. 

(4.)  Our  blefled  Redeemer  for  ordinary  vents  his  afiedion 
in  a  more  tender  and  fenfible  manner  toward  weak  believers, , 
than  toward  the  ftrong.  The  good  Shepherd  of  Ifrael,  he 
^*  carries  the  lambs  in  his  bofom,  and  gently  leads  them  that 
are  with  young.'*  Hence  it  comes,  that  weak  believers  have  ^ 
commonly  more  fenfible  ravifiiing  joys  and  confolations  than 
,ftrong  believers.  Much  like  a  wife  and  affedlionate  parent, 
who  will  take  his  young  infant  on  his  knee,  dandle  it,  and  hug 
/r  in  his  hoiom,  while  he  wiU  not  allow  his  afli^dions  to  run 
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omt  after  facfa  a  manner  toward  his  fon  of^age  and  ftature^  for 
that  were  to  make  a  fool  of  him^ 

Maj  the  poor  weak  believer  faj,  Thefe  are  ftrong  confolations 
indeed,  if  I  might  laj  claim  unto  them :  but  that  is  what  I 
ftill  fear,  that  I  have  no  faith  at  all,  no,  not  like  a  grain  of 
muftard  feed.  Befide  what  was  faid  to  this  in  the  former 
part  of  the  difcourfe,  I  fliall  only  afk  thefe  two  queilions :  ifl^ 
Does  not  thj^  "heart  throb  and  faint  within  thee,  when  thou 
thinks  of  a  parting  with  the  Lord  Jefus?  If  fo,  this  fajs^ 
that  his  lore  is  flied  abroad  in  thy  heart  by  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
and  confeqijfently  a  root  and  principle  of  faith,  from  whence 
it  flows,  cleaving  to  the  Lord  like  the  iron  touched  with  thfe 
loadfione.  And  I  tell  thee  good  news,  that  as  thou  hates  to 
be  put  awa^  from  him,  fo  "  he  hates  putting  away ;''  and 
therefore  there  never  fhall  bejia  feparation.  2^/^,  Doft  thou 
not  find  areftleffnefs  in  thy  fpirit,  an  uneafinefs  in  thy  bofom>  . 
when  the  Lprd  withdraws,  like  a  bone  out  of  joint,  or  a  fifli 
out  of  its  ^lement  ?  If  fo,  the  root  of  faith  is  within  ; 
Chrift.has  b^en  with  thee  in  a  way  of  grace  and  love,  other- 
wife  thou  couldft  not  diilinguiih  between  abfence  and  pre^ 
ijence.  And  if  ever  Chrift  made  thee  a  viflt,  his  firft  vifit 
ihall  not  be  his  laft  ;  for  **  his  goings  forth  are  prepared  (or 
fecured)  like  the  morning." 

2,  I  come  to  fliut  up  all  with  a  few  advices  to  weak  be-* 
lievers,  in  order  to  the  increafe  of  their  faith  toward  a  full 
aiflurance. 

.    (i.)  Be  humbled  under  a  fenfe  of  remaining  unbelief,  and 
the  weaknefs-  of  your  faith  ;   for  "  the  Lord  giveth  grace 
(and  more  grace)  to  the  huhible."     The  more  that  felf  is  • 
pulled  down,  the  higher  is  Chrifl  exited  in  a  way  of  be* 
lieving. 

,  (2,)  Be  greedy  of  more  faith*  Covetoufnefs  in  other 
things  of  this  world  is  idolatry :  but  this  is  among  the  beil 
things  which  you  are  allowed  earneftly .  to  covet  *,  and  the 
jnore  you  covet  and  defire  of  the  Spirit  of  faith,  the  more 
you  fliall  get ;  for  "  he  fatisfieth  the  longing  foul,  and  filletli 
the  hungry  foul  with  goodnefs.  Open  thy  mouth  wide,  and 
I  will  fill  it," 

(3.)  Be  well  acquainted  with  the  grounis  of  faith,  as  they 
are  laid  in  the  gofpel- revelation,  fome  of  which  1  have  point- 
ed at  in  the  preceding  difcourfe,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  one 
great  reafon  why  fo  many  do  not  believe  at  all,  and  why 
the  faith  of  many  real  believers  remains  fo  weak,  is  their 
unacquaintednefs  with  the  ftrong  and  fure  grounds  that  their 
faith  has  to  build  upon.  Weak  timorous  believers,  fixed  upon 
the  foundation  God  hath  laid  in  Zion,  ^x^  '^\A\^^  "a^  'ov^'^ 
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ftanditig  on  a  firm  itAtnoTeable  rdck^  bis  bead  turns  fiAif^ 
and  he  imagines  that  the  rock  is  turning  upfide  down  with 
hitUy  wbile  the  failure  is  not  in  the  rock,  but  in  his  own  head. 
Out  faith  fails  u&y  through  our  unacquaintednefs  with  the  fla-^ 
bility  of  God's  covenant  and  promife.  And  therefore,  1  fay, 
ftudy  to  be  better  acquainted  with  tbb  promife  and  faithful* 
neTa,  power  and  love,  of  the  protnifer. 

(4,)  If  you  would  have  weak  faith  increafed  and  ftrengtb- 
ened,  then  be  frequently  exercifing  ftny  weak  faith  you  have  ; 
fbt  gracious  as  well  as  natural  habits  ate  increafed  and  im-* 
proven  by  repeated  a^s  :  **  To  him  that  hath,"  lind'impro- 
veth  well  what  he'  hath^  "  fhall  be  given."  This  is  the  way 
to  have  your  tnite  turned  into  a  talent ;  add  ybur  talent  of 
faith,  by  frequent  exercife,  iball  in  due  time  become  as  tea 
talents. 

(5.)  When  yoti  get  any  fenfible  experiences  of  the  Lord's 
love,  iitrprove  them,  not  as  the  grounds  of  your  faith,  but  at 
entouratements  to  go  on  in  trufting  and  believing,  upon  the 
grounds  of  faith  laid  before  you  in  the  Wotd.  Thefe  fenfible 
taftes  of  the  Lord's  loving-kindnefs  are  given  you,  not  that 
you  fliould  doat  upon  the  fweetnefs  of  them,  but  to  encou- 
t&gt  and  further  you  in  ti*uiling  and  believing :  Pfal.  xxltvi» 
7.  "  How  excellent  is  thy  loving- Ipndnefs,  O  God  !  there- 
fbre  the  childrfe?*  of  mwi  put  their  truft  under  the  ihadbw  of 
thy  wings*'*  It  is  a  common  fault  among  many  believers  in 
our  day,  when  they  find  any  thing  of  fenfible  prefence,  then 
indeed  they  rejoice,  and  they  have  good  reafon  fo  to  dp  ;  but 
no  ioorier  doth  a'cloud  cdme,  but  their  faith,  as  well  as  their 
joy,  evanifhes,  and  they  have  as  little  truft  to  put  in  the  word 
and  pron)ife  of  the  God  of  their  life,  when  his  back  is  turn- 
ed, or  he  out  of  their  fight,  as  though  they  never  had  received 
a  kindi^efs  at  his  hand.  And  this  is  a  reafon,  I  am  convinced, 
why  it  fares  fo  ill  with  many  of  us  at  this  day  ;  arid  there^ 
fore  let  us  amend  it.  And  what  comfort  and  joy  we  find  in 
his  prefence,  let  it  encourage  and  engage  Us  to  truft,  and  hope, 
and  wait,  and  believe'  in  him,  when  abfent  to  our  fenfe.  And 
if  yv'6  tlius  improve  the  iparks  of  grace  and  confolations  of 
his  Spirit,  the  joy  of  the  Lord  fliall  be  our  ftrength  ;  and  out 
i)ath  fliall  be  indeed  **  as  the  path  of  the  jntt,  and  as  the  di- 
ning light,  which  ftiineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfbf): 
day." 

GOD 


(    8»9    ) 


OOD  IN  CHRIST,  A  GOD  OF  LOVE. 


.  A    SERMON, 

t  ■  »  • 

fRCAdHBD  IMMEDIATELT  BEFORE  THE  CELEBRATION  OF  tHE 
SACRAMEKT  OF  THE  LORD'S  SUPPER,  AT  FORTMOAK,  JULT 
17,  1726.. 

I  John  ir.  16.— -Goi  is  love. 

MYfnendsi,  the  gofpel  is  called  ^oorf  news^^ind,  ^joyful 
found  ;  and  1  do  not  know  what  better  news  could  be 
brought  into  a  company  of  finners  of  Adam's  fainily,  who 
arejjing  under  the  featence  of  death,  and  co-idemned  from 
heaven,  and  under  the  awful  apprehenfions  of  the  wrath  and, 
vemgeance'of  the  great  God,  than  to  tell  jou,  that  God  is  love. 
And  I  am  fure,  that  if  this  report  of  a  God  in  Chrift  were 
but  received  and  entertained  in  a  waj  of  believing,  it  would 
make  every  one  of  this  afle-obly  join  iflue  with  the  angels  at 
Ihe  birth  of  Chrift,  faying,  "Glory  to  God  in  the  higheft^ 
and  on  earth,  peace,  good-will  towards  men.'*  God  is  love. 
This  i$  not  to  be  underftuod  of  God  eflentially,  but  manifefta- 
tively,  in  the  manifeftation  that  he  has  made  of  himfelt  in 
Chr&  :  he  is  love,  or  love  is  the  fwaying  attfibute  of  his  na» 
ture. 

We  are  this  day  called  to  celebrate  a  love-feaft  :  I  have 
therefore  chofen  to  difcourfe  a  little  at  this  time  on. that  at- 
tribute and  perfection  of  the  divine  nature,  which  is  moft  fig- 
nally  and  remarkably  difplayed  in  this  ordinance,  which  is  the 
very  fame  with  that  by  which  God  is  defcribed  in  the  words 
of  my  text,  God  is  love. 

It  is  a  great  queilion  which  you  have  in  your  Leffer  Cate- 
chifm.  What  is  God?  It  puts  men  and  angels  unto  aa  ever- 
laftingftand  and  nonplus,  to  tell  what  he  is.  **  Who  can  by 
fearching  find  out  God  ?  who  can  find  out  the  Almighty  an* 
to  perfeftioii  ?"  who  is  capable  to  tell  the,  fir  ft  letter  of  his 
glorious  and  ever-blefied  na  ne  ?  The  higheft  ferap;»im  in 
heaven  cannot  fmroi  an  adequate  conception  of  him,  and  theie- 
for«  is  not  capable  to  give  a  full  defcription  of  uim:  it  is  only 
fome  of  the,  back  parts  of  hi-  glory  th.it  .?re  O-j".  or  known  by 
created  beings,     i  remember  to  have  heard  of  a  certcvn  phi- 

lofopher. 
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lofopher,  who,  being  aiked  What  God  is,  deiired  time  to  an<» 
fwer  it ;  when  that  time  was  come,  defired  a  longer";  and 
when  that  was  come,  defired  yet  a  longer;  and  fo  on: 
and  being  afked  the  reafon  why  he  protrafted  the?  time,  and 
deferred  his  anfwer,  he  replied,  That  the  more  he  thought 
on  God,  the  more  iie  was  fwallowed  up,  and  nonplufled  how 
to  defcribe  him.  And  fo  will  it  be  with  every  finite  iinder- 
'ftanding,  that  thinks  to  find  him  out  to  perfedion  :  it  is  only 
God  himfelf  who  can  refolve  the  queftion,  and  tell  what  he  isi 
And  I  remember  of  a  three-fold  anfwer  that  the  Spirit  of 
God  gives  unto  this  queftion  in  fcripture,  What  is  Ood P 
One  you  have,  John  iv.  24.  God  is  a  Spirit ;  2l  fecond  you 
have,  I  John  i.  9.  God  is  light ;  a  third  you  have  in  the 
words  of  my  text,  God  is  love*  The  firft  two  tell  what  God 
is  in  himfelf^  but  this  tells  us  what  God  is  to  us.  . 

If  the  queftion  was  afked.  What  is  God  to  a  guilty  finner, 
that  has  violate  his  law,  trampled  upon  his  authority,  and 
lifted  up  rebellious  arnis  againft  his  Sovereign  ?  one  would 
think  the  anfwer  would  be,  God  is  a  CJod  of  fury,  God  is 
wrath,  God  is  hatred,  God  is  vengeance  :  but,  to  the  eternal 
furprife  of  men  and  angels,  the  very  reverfe  !  the  anfwer  is, 
God  is  love. 

The  text  you  fee  is  fhort,  but.  Oh  !  it  is  mafly,  full  to  a 
wonder :  it  is  l?ut  one  fimple  propofition.  Where  notice, 
(i.)  The  fubjeft  of  the  propofition,  God,  whofe  name  com- 
mands reverence  and  adoration  among  men  and  angels.  I 
cJonceive  that  God  is  not  fpoken  of  perfonally  here,  but  effen- 
tiadly,  as  having  a  refpedt  unto  all  the  perfons  of  the  adorable 
Trinity,  who  are  one  in  efTence,  will,  and  operation ;  fo  that 
the  meaning  is,  the  Father  *is  love,  the  Son  is  love,  and  the 
Holy  Ghoft  is  love.  (2.)  We  have  the  predicate  of  the  pro- 
pofition, or  the  thing  aflerted  concerning  him,  he  is  love. 
1  here  is  a  height  and  a  depth  in  this  expreflion,  which  furpafles 
our  comprehenfion  :  and  we  cannot  give  a  juft  commentary 
upon  it ;  for  we  do  but  darken  counfel  by  words  without 
knowledge,  when  we  fpeak  of  God.  All  I  fliall  fay  of  it  by 
livay  of  explication,  is  only  to  tell  you,  that  God  is  one  fimple 
and'uncompounded  Being,  and  the  divine  attributes  and  per- 
fections are  all  one  in  him  ;  his  wifdom  is  nothing  elfe  but  the 
infinitely  wife  God ;  his  power  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  omni- 
potent or  almighty  God  ;  his  holinefs  is  nothing  elfe  but  the 
infinite  holy  God  ;  his  juftice  is  the  juft  and  righteous  God  j 
fo  here  love  denotes,  the  loving  God,  or  a  God  of  love.  I 
fhall  only  notice  further,  that,  God*  here,  in  this  defcription 
he  gives  of  himfelf,  is  prefented  to  our  view,  not  in  the  law, 
but  in  the  gofpel-revelation  of  himfelf.   When  CJod  is  viewed 


God  in  Chrift^  a  God  of  Love.  33  e 

bj  a  guHty  finner  in  the  law-revelation,  his  juftice  and  wrath 
imm^iately  appears  ready  to  take  vengeance  on  the  workers 
of  iniquity  ;  hence  the  holieft  of  the  faints  of  God,  when  they 
view  him  in  this  glals,  cannot  mifs  to  fall  a^-trembling :  /  rf- 
mewbered  God,  (fays  the  holy  man),  Pfal  Ixiicvii.  3.  and  war 
troubled.  But  when  God  is  viewed  in  the  gofpeU revelation^ 
or  as  he  is  in  Chrift,  not  imputing  their  trefpafles  unto  thea>». 
then  grace  and  love  and  good-will  prefent  themfelves  to  the 
finner's  view.  And  in  this  view  God  is  to  be  confidered  in 
this  defcription  we  have  of  him,  God  is  love.  Froiii  the 
words  thus  briefly  opened,  the  obferve  I  offer  is  this. , 

DoCT.     **  That  God  manifefting  himfelf  in  Chrift  is  a  God  • 
of  love." 

Now  in  profccuting  this  doftrine,  I  fliall  endesgrour, 

I.  To  premife  two  or  three  things  for  clearing  the  way. 

II.  Prove  that  God  in  Chrift  is  a  God  of  love. 

III.  Offer  you  a  view  of  the  love  of  Gk>d  in  Chrift. 

IV.  Inquire  whence  it  is  that  God  in  Chrift  fliould  be  a 
God  of  love.     And, 

V.  Apply  the  whole. 

I.  The  Jirjl  thing  i?,  to  premife  two  or  three  things  for 
clearing  this .  do&rinc. 

1.  Know,  that  the  goodnefs,  fweetnefs,  and  pleafantnejfs  of 
Qod's  nature,  is  the  foundation  of  his  love  ;  he  has  a  heroic 
difpofition  of  communicating  of  himfelf  to  others,  and  from 
thence  flows  his  love  to  mankind.  Hence  it  is,  that  when 
G^  had  a  mind  to  make  known  his  love  unto  Mofes,  he  tells 
him,  that  he  would  make  all  his  goodnefs  to  pafs  before  him ; 
and  accordingly  he  proclaims  himfejf  to  be,  •<  The  Lord,  the 
Lord  Qod,  merciful  and  gracious,  long-fufFering,  and  abund- 
ant in  goodnefs  and  truth."  And  with  this  view,  I  think 
our  divines,  in  the  4th  -queftion  of  the  Lefler  Catechifm,  fpeak 
neither  of  the  love,  mercy,  nor  grace  of  God,  but  wrap  them 
^p  in  that  general  of  goodnefs,  wifdom,  power,  holinefs,  juf- 
tice, and  truth. 

2.  I  premife,  that  love  is  the  regnant  or  prevailing  attri- 
bute of  the  divine  nature,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak.  So  much  feems 
to  be  pointed  at  in  the  expreffion  of  the  text,  God  is  love,  I 
do  not  find  any  other  attribute  of  the  divine  nature  fo  exprefled 
in  the  fcripture  ;  we  do  not  find  it  is  faid,  God  is  mercy,  God 
\^  juftice,  God  is  holinefs,  God  is  power,  or  God  is  wifdom  : 
no  ;  the  expreffion  in  this  attribute  has  fomething  peculiar  in 
it,  God  is  love.  And  I  conceive  it  plainly  bears  this  much, 
^fit  love  i^  ^  it  were  the  imperial  or  commanding  attribute^ 
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of  the  divine  nature,  lafomuch  that  every  other  attribute  re- 
ceives a  dye  and  tindure  of  love  from  it :  there  is  a  drain  of 
love  runs  through  every  one  of  them,  and  it  is  as  it  were  the 
fpring  that  fets^all  on  work.  What  but  love  fets  wifdom  on 
work  to  contrive  our  redemption  ?  what  but  love  annates 
infinite  power  to  execute  that  contrivance  ?  what  but  love 
fets  the  bowels  of  mercy  a-rolling  towards  the  miferable  fin- 
ncr  ?  Thus,  I  faj^,  love  is  the  firft  wheel  as  it  were  that  fets 
all  the  other  wheels  a-going. 

.  3.  The  gift  of  Chrift  unto  a  loft  world  is  the  moft  fignal 
and  glorious  difpky  of  the  love  of  God  that  ever  heaven  or 
e^rth  heard  t^U  of:  heace  is  that  of  the  apoftle,  in  the  loth 
verfe  of  this  chapter  where  my  text  lies,  "  Herein  is  love, 
not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  he  loved  us  :  ^but  how  was 
this  love  manife&ed  ?).  He  fcnt  his  Son  to  be  the  propitiation 
for  our  fins."  To  the  fame  purpofe  is  that  which  you  have, 
John  iii.  16.  *<  God  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only 
begotten  Son,  that  whofoever  believeth  in  him,  ihould  not 
perifli,  but  have  everlafting  life.'*  The  love  of  God  to  fin- 
ners  lay  hid  as  it  were  under  a  vail  of  wrath  and  juftice,  tilt 
Chrift  appeared,  undertaking  to  fatisfy  juftice,  and  to  hear 
th^  wrath  of  his  Father  in  our  room  ;  then  indeed  the  kind- 
nefs  and  love  of  God  to  man  appcuied,  venting  itfelf  in  a 
xpoft  glorious  and  triumphant  manner,  infomuch  that,  in  and 
through  Chrift,  grace  and  love  **  reign  through  righteoufneft 
unto  eternal  life,  by  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord."  But  this  leads 
to, 

IT.  The  fecond  thing  in  the  method,  which  was,  to  ?naJ^e  if 
a  little  more  evidenty  that  God  in  Chrift  is  a  God  of  love* 
This  will  be  abundantly  clear,  if  we  confider  thefe  few 
things. 

1.  God  in  Chrift  is  a  reconciled  God,  a  God  of  peace,  thtit 
has  received  the  atonement:  2  Cor.  v.  19.  "  God  was  in 
Chrift,  reconciling  the  world  unto  himfelf."  Rom.. v.  10. 
**  When  we*  were  enemies,  we  were  reconciled  to  God  by  the 
death  of  his  Son."  He  both  finds  the  ranfom,  and  accepts  of 
the  ranfom  that  he  has  found ;  and  having  accepted  of  the 
ranfom,  of  the  Surety,  he  proclaims  himfelf  to  be  "  the  God 
of  peace,  that  brought  again  from  the  dead  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift."  Oh  Sirs  !  does  not  this  fay  that  God  is  love  P  what 
greater  evidence  of  it  could  God  give,  than  to  provide  a  ran- 
fom, and  to  receive  it,  than  to  cry,  **  Deliver  them  from  go- 
ing down  to  the  pit,  for  I  have  found  a  ranfom  ?" 

2.  God  in  Chrift  is  apromifing  God  \  and  does  not  this  fay 
th^t  he  i^  a  God  of  love?    God  ^ii^tiafisX^  c^v\^\^^\^\  \^  al 
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threatening  Cod^  a  revenging  God  $  but,  in  Ghrifty  a  pro** 
XDifing  God  )  and  we  find,  1  Cor*  i.  20.  that  all  the  promiiea 
of  God  are  in  Chrift^  and  "  in  him  yea  and  amen."  Whenever 
you  meet  with  any  promife  in  the  Bible,  of  grace  or  of  glory, 
of  peace  or  of  pardon,  or  be  what  it  will,  you  would  ftill 
take  it  up  as  a  promife  of  a  God  in  Chrift  :  Ghrilt  having 
fulfilled  the  condition  of  the  promife  of  eternal  life,  by  his 
^bedience  and  death,  the  promifes  are  given  out  to  us,  through 
him,  as  the  immediate  ground  and  foundation  of  our  faitb^ 
with  an  intimation  and  advortlfement,  ^^  The  promife  is  unto 
you,  and  to  your  feed^  and  to  all  that  are  afar  off,  even  as 
many  as  the  Lord  our  God  ihall  call."  Sirs,  if  any  man 
fhould  prefcnt  to  you  a  bond,  bill,  or  fecurity,  for  a  vail  fum 
of  money,  which  would  enrich  you  for  all  your  days,  you 
would  look  upon  it  as  a  great  and  indifputable  evidence  of  his 
love  to  you.  Well,  this  is  the  very  cafe  between  God  and 
you ;  through  Chrift>  he  is  a  promifing  God  ;  he  comes  in  a 
gofpfel-difpenfation,  feying,  "  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within  you ; 
I  will  be  merciful  to  their  unrighteoufhefs,  and  their  fins  and 
their  iniquities  will  I  remember  no  more,^'  &Ck  Thefe  promifes 
are  prefented  to  you  as  the  gnpond  of  your  faith  ;  and  that 
very  moment  you  take  hold  of  them  in  a  way  of  believing, 
you  come  to  be  pofi[efi*ed  of  them,  and  all  the  benefits  of  his 
purchafe,  according  to  that,  If.  Iv.  3.  "  Hear>  and  your  foul 
ihall  live,  (it  is  the .  hearing  of  faith  that  is  intended)  ^  and  I 
will  make  (or  eftablifli)  an  everlafting  covenant  with  you^ 
even  the  fure  mercies  of  David."  Oh  Sirs  !  does  not  this  fay 
that  God  is  love  ^ 

3.  God  in  Chrift  is  a  God  fitting  upon  a  throne  of  grace  : 
and  does  not  this  fay,  that  God  is  Ixyoe  /  God  has  a  three* 
fold  thronei-^-a  throne  of  glory,  a  throne  of  jullice,  and  a 
throne  of  grace.  The  firft  of  thefe,  his  throne  of  glory,  is 
fo  bright,  that  it  dazzles  the  eyes  of  angels,  and  they  cover 
their  faces  with  their  wings  when  they  approach  it.  The  fe- 
cond,  viz.  his  throne  of  juftice,  is  clothed  with  red  ven- 
geance ;  and  it  is  fo  terrible,  that  the  moft  holy  faints  tremble 
when  they  behold  it,  ^'  If  thou.  Lord,  fliouldft  mark  iniqui- 
ties, O  Lord,  who  fball  ftand  ?  In  thy  fight  fiiall  no.  man 
living  be  juftified."  And  becaufe  we  were  not  able  to  ftand 
here,  he  has  erefted  another  throne,  namely,  a  throne  o£ 
grace,  from  whence  he  iflues  out  ads  of  grace  and  mercy  to 
guilty  finners ;  and  fo  foon  as  he  is  feen  fitting  upon  this 
throne,  he  is  taken  up  as  a  God  of  love  ;  and  thereupon  the 
poor  firmer,  that  was  trembling  at  the  thoughts  of  being  cited 
before  the  throne  of  juftioe,  flees  for  his  life  to  the  throne  o£ 
grace,  faying  with  the  apoftle,  Heb,  i^,  i6*  "  "L^X.  u^  x>\^x^- 

Vol.  L  Tt  "^^"^^ 


334  G^^  ^^  Chrifif  a  bodof  Ltyoe. 

fore  come  boldly  unto  the  throne  of  grace,  that  we  may  ob* 
tain  mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need." 
'  4.  God  in  Chrift  is  a  God  matching  with  us,  and  betrothing 
us  Unto  himfelf  in  loving  kindnefs  ;  and  does  not  this  fay, 
that  he  is  a  God  of  love  ?  There  is  a  twofold  match  that  the 
great  and  infinite  Jehovah  has  made  with  Adam's  family.  (1*) 
He  matches  with  our  nature  by  a  perfonal  union  in  the  perfon 
of  his  eternal'  Son :  he  marries  our  nature ;  and  thus  be  be^ 
comes  fib  to  the  whole  family  of  Adam,  an  honour  that  the 
angelic  family  was  never  dignified  with  ;  for  "  he  takes  not 
on  him  the  nature  of  angels,  but  the  feed  of  Abraham." 
Oh  Sirs  !  what  fliall  I  tell  you  ?  ftrange  and  furprifing  news 
indeed,  "  God  is  manifefted  in  the  flefli !"  The  great  God 
becomes  fib  to  us  in  Chrift ;  for  he  is  clothed  with  our  na- 
ture ;  he  is  become  bone  of  our  bone,  and  flefli  of  our  flefli ; 
and  what  is  the  language  of  this,  but  that  of  the  angels  at 
his  birth,  *'  glad  tidings  of  great  joy,  good- will  and  peace 
towards  men  upon  earth  ?*'  (2.^  Another  match  he  makes 
with  us,  is,  by  taking  us  aftually  under  the  bond  of  a  mar- 
riage-relation. The  match  is  propofed  to  all  in  the  call  and 
offer  of  the  gofpel :  but  you  kfnow  the  bare  propofal  of  mar- 
riage does  not  make  marriage,  till  once  the  confent  of  the 
bride  be  obtained ;  and  that  moment  the  foul  gives  its  aflfent 
and  confent  unto  the  propofal  made  in  the  gofpel,  he  betrothes 
that  foul  to  himfelf  in  loving-kindnefs  and  in  mercy,  in  righ- 
teoufnefs  and  in  judgement ;  and^  the  Lord  rejoices  over  that 
foul,  as  a  bridegroom  rejoices  over  the  bride,  faying  to  it, 
**  Thy  maker  is  thine  hufband,  the  Lord  of  hofts  is  his  name,'* 
If.  liv.  5.  And,  Oh  Sirs  !  does  not  this  fay,  that  God  is  love^ 
Becaufe  the  diftance  between  him  and  us  was  too  great  (ab- 
ftradly  corifidered),  therefore  he  firft  comes  on  a  level  with 
us,  by"  taking  on  our  nature,  that  fo  the  inequality  of  the 
perfons  might  be  no  fk)p  :  he  becomes  our  hufband,  and  we 
his  fpoufe  and  bride. 

5.  God  in  Chrift  is  a  God  with  us,  on  our  fide,  our  friend, 
and  takes  part  with  us  againft  all  deadly  or  danger :  and  does 
not  this  fay,  that  God  is  love^  as  he  is  in  Chrift  ?  Oh  Sirs  ! 
God  out  of  Chrift  is  a  God  agi?iiift  us  :  hence  be  is  faid  to  be 
'*  angry  with  the  wicked  every  day  ;"  he  whets  his  glittering 
fword,  and  his  hand  takes  hold  on  judgement,  to  render  ven- 
f^eance  unto  every  tranfgreflbr  of  his  holy  law.  But,  Oh  J 
God  in  Chrift  is  not  a  God  againft  us,  but  a  God  with  us,  or 
a  God  for  us  ;  the  name  Immanuel  imports,  God  with  us. 
And  every  one  that  takes  a  God  in  Chrift  for  their  God,  they 
may  fay,  upou  warrantable  grounds,  with  the  church,  Pfal. 
sdvi,  7.  "  The  Lord  of  hofts  is  with  us,  the  God  of  Jacob  is 
2  our 
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«ur  refuge."  And  they  may  fay  it  upon  a  covenant  ground, 
for  God  in  Chrift  has  faid,  If.  xliii.  2.  **  When  thou  paffeft 
through  the  waters,  I  will  be  with  thee ;  and  through  the 
rivers,  they  fliall  not  overflow  thee.  1  will  never  leave  thee, 
nor  forfake  thee." 

6.  God  in  Chrift  is  a  pardoning  God :  and  doea  not  this 
declare  hioi  to  be  a  God  of  love  ?  "  I,  even  I,  am  he  that 
blotteth  out  thy  tranfgreffions  for  mine  own  fake,  and  will  not 
remember  thy  fins.  1  will  be  merciful  to  their  unrighteouf- 
ncfs,"  Sec. 

7.  God  in  Chrift  is  a  pitying  God ;  he  pities  Chriftlefs 
and  unbelieving  finners,  and  is  loath  at  his  very  heart  to 
give  up  with  them  :  Hof.  xi.  8.  **  How  fliall  I  give  thee  up, 
£phraim  ?  how  fliall  1  deliver  thee,  Ifrael  ?  how  fliall  I  make 
ihec  as  Admah  ?  how  fliall  1  fet  thee  as  Zeboim  ?  Mine  heart 
is  turned  within  me,  my  repentings  are  kindled  together,'* 
And,  Oh  !  how  great  is  his  pity  to  the  foul  that  believes  ia 
him !  His  pity  to  them  is  like  the  pity  of  a  father  to  his 
fon :  Pfal.  ciii.  13.  "  Like  as  a  father  pitieth  his  children, 
fo  the  Lord  pitieth  them  that  fear  him.''  It  is  like  the  pity 
of  a  fond  mother  to  a  fucking  child  :  If.  xlix.  15.  ^*  Can  a 
woman  forget  her  fucking  child,  that  ihe  fliould  not  have 
compaflion  on  the  fon.  of  her  womb  ?  yea,  they  may  forget, 
yet  will  I  not  forget  thee," 

8.  God  in  Cijrilt  is  a  God  of  infinite  boutity  and  liberality, 
and  a  prayer- hearing  God;  (I  caft  things  together,  that  I  may 
not  j^e  tedious).  Oh  Sirs  !  his  heart  is  free,  and  his  hand  is 
full  and  open  ;  open  hearted,  open  handed  :  "  If  ^ny  man 
lack  wifdom,  let  him  afls:  of  God,  that  giveth  to  all  men  li- 
berally, and  upbraideth  not.'*  Such  is  his  bounty  and  libe- 
rality, that  it  is  nothing  but  aflc  and^have  with  him  :  "  Afl^, 
and  it  fliall  be  given  you  ;  feek,  and  ye  fliall  find ;  knock,  and 
it  fliall  be  opened  unto  you„'*  Matth,  vii.  7.  When  we  have 
aflced  great  things  of  him, 'he  quarrels  us,  as  if  we  had  aflsied 
nothing  :  he  does  not  deal  with  a  fcrimp  or  a  fparing  hand : 
no,  no  ;  *«  ASky  and  ye  fliall  receive  (fays  he),  that  your  joy 
may  be  full. '  Yea,  fuch  is  his  bounty,  that  he  is  ready  to 
do  for  us  exceeding  abundantly  above  what  we  can  either  afk 
or  think  ;  yea,  fuch  is  his  bounty,  that  he  prevents  us  with 
the  bleflings  of  his  goodnefs  :  his  goodncfe  and  mercy  is  like 
the  rain  or  dew,  that  do  not  wait  for  the  fons  of  i6en  : 
If.  Ixv.  24.  **  And  it  fliall  come  to  pafs,  that,  before  they  call, 
I  will  anfwer,  and  while  they  .are  yet  fpeaking,  I  will  hear." 

9.  God  in  Chrift  is  an  inciting  God,  an  intreating  God, 
to  tinners  :  and  does  not  this  fay,  that  he  is  a  God  of  love  ? 
Jie  invites  us  to  come  to  him  for  all  needful  grace;    If.  Iv.  i, 

«Ho^ 
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'<*  Ho,  every  one  that  thirfteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters,  and 
he  that  hath  no  money  ;  come  ye,  buy  and  eat ;  yea,  come, 
buy  wine  and  milk  without  money,  and  w  ithout  price.'*  He 
is  an  intreating  God  in  Chrift  :  2  C.or,  v.  20.  **  We  are  am«<. 
baffadors  for  Chrift,  as  though  God  did  befeech  you  by  us  : 
we  piay  you  in  Chrift's  ftead,  be  ye  reconciled  to  God,'*  He 
complains  of  the  backwardnefs  of  finners  to  come  to  him  : 
**  Ye  will  not  come  to  me,  that  ye  might  have  life.''  He  ex- 
poitulates  with  them  on  this  account ;  ^*  O  my  people,  what 
have  I  done  unto  thee,  and  'wherein  have  I  wearied  thee  ?  ' 
teftify  againft  me."  He  waits  for  an  anfwer;  he  will  not 
take  a  repulfe,  "  Behold,  I  ftand  at  the  door,  and  knock." 
And  he  ftands  knocking  till  his  locks  are  wet.  Oh  I  doeai 
not  all  this  fay,  that  God  in  Chrift  is  love  ? 

10.  God  in  Chrift  is  our  God  (to  crown  all).  He  makes 
a  grant  of  himfelf  in  the  covenant  as  fuch,  "  I  will  be  their 
God  :"  and  he  allows  us  to  claim  him  by  faith  as  our  God,i 
Upon  this  very  gr?int  he  makes  of  himfelf  to  us  in  Chriftji 
Xech.  xiii.  9.  *^  I  will  fay,  It  is  my  people ;  and  they  fliall^ 
fay.  The  Lord  is  my  God."  And,  Oh  !  happy  that  foul  that 
is  enabled  to  give  faith's  echo  to  this  covenant  grant,  and  fay, 
**  This  God  is  my  God  for  ever  and  ever  ;  and  he  fhall  be 
my  Guide  even  unto  death."  In  a  word,  God  in  Chrift  is 
our  Father  ;  for  it  is  only  a  God  in  Chrift  that  fays,  **  I  will 
be  unto  them  a  Father,  and  they  {hall  be  unto  me  fons  and 
daughters."  He  hkth  taught  us  to  fay,  **  Our  Father  which 
^rt  in  heaven."  And  he  is  difpleafed  with  us,  when  we  are 
•ftiy  with  him,  through  unbelief,  to  call  him  by  this  endearing 
title  ;  Jer.  iii.  4.  **  Wilt  thou  not  from  this  time  cry  unto 
me.  My  Father,  and  not  turn  away  from  me  ?"  Qh  !  what 
but  the  infinite  bowels  of  love  could  fpeak  in  fuch  a  ftile  and 
dialeft  !  Now,  from  all  this  I  think  the  truth  of  the  doc-« 
trine  is  abi^nd^ntly  evident,  that  God  in  Chrift  is  a  God  of 
love. 

ni.  The  third  thing  i^  the  method  was,  to  cffer  you  fome 
views  of  the  love  of  this  God  in  Chrifl,  And  there  is.  only  a 
threefold  view  of  it  that  I  fliall  prefent  you  with.  1.  View  it 
in  the  kinds  of  it.  2.  View  it  in  the  dimenfions  of  it.  3.  In 
its  qualities. 

Firft^  I  fay,  let  us  view  the  love  of  a  God  of  love,  in  the 
different  kinds  of  it. 

I .  Then,  He  hath  a  love  of  benevolence,  or  good- will,  which 
he  bears  towards  men,  particularly  towards  the  whole  vifible 
church.     The  lifting  up  of  the  brafen  ferpent  in  the  camp  of. 
//rae/j,  tfcat  whofoeyer  looked  to  it  t»a^\x.  ^^^  V-al^^^  'w^a  a, 
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dear  evidence  of  his  good-*will  unto  the  ^¥hoIe  camp :  fo  the 

xx3P.nifeftation  of  Chrift  in  the  nature  of  man,  and  the  revela- 

^ion  of  him  in  the  gofpel,  is  an  evidence  of  the  good- will  he 

bears  unto  the  falvation  of  all,  Jphn  iii.  15.16.     He  declares 

X  ^  on  his  wordy  that  he  is  **  not  willing  that  any  fhould  periih, 

~   ^iit  that  all  ihould  come  to  repentance;"  and  left  his  word 

aouldr  not  be  believed^  he  has  confirmed  it  with  his  oath^' 

.zek.  xxxiii.  11.  **  As  I  live,  faith  the  Lord  God,  I  have  no 

»1cafure  in  the  death  of  the  wicked,  but  that  tlie  wicked  turn 

KTom  his  way  and  live." 

2.  He  has  a  love,  not  only  of  benevolence,  but  of  benefi- 

^nce ;  he  not  only  wiflies  you  ^ell,  but  does  well  unto  you. 

•h  Sirs  !   many  a  good  turn  has  he  done  you,  particularly 

^^ou  who  are  members  of  the  vifible  church ;  he  gives  you 

^ne  upon  line,  precept  upon  precept ;  he  makes  you  to  hear 

"*i1ie  joyful  found,  the  voice  of  the  turtle  :  many  a  minifter  has 

^■^e  fent  you ;  many  an  offer  of  Chrift,  and  of  life  through 

^"^im,  has  he  made  to  you  ;  many  a  time  has  he  knocked  at 

"^tliy  door,  by  word,  by  confcience,  and  the  motions  and  whif- 

^^sers  of  his  Spirit ;  fo  that  he  may  fay  to  us,  as  he  did  of  his 

"'^i^incyard,  If.  v.  4.  **  What  could  have  been  done  more  for 

^thcm,  that  I  have  not  done  ?"    And  becaufe  of  your  obfti- 

^nacy  in  unbelief  and  fin,  he  may  challenge  you  as  he  did 

^frael,  and  fay,  Mic.  vi.  3.  "  O  my  people,  what  have  I  done 

"^Qto  thee,  and  wherein  have  I  wearied  thee  ?  teflify  againft 

3I1C.    Was  I  ever  a  barren  wildernefs,  or  a  land  of  darknefs  ?" 

"Thus,  I  fay,  God's  love  of  benevolence  and  beneficence  is,  ia 

ibme  refpeds,  extended  unto  all. 

r  3.  There  is  a  love  of  complacency,  or  delight  and  fatis- 
iUtion,  which  is  peculiar  only  to  believers  ;  who,  becaufe  of 
the  excellency  of  his  loving-kindnefs,  do  put  their  truft  un- 
der the  fhadow  of  his  wings.  Oh  believer,  the  Lord  loves 
thee,  a  Gad  of  love  loves  thee,  not  only  with  a  love  of  bene- 
volence and  beneficence,  as  he  doth  others,  in  feme  refpefts, 
bat  he  loves  thee  with  a  complacential  love,  as  fo  to  take 
pleafnre  in  thee :  ^«  The  Lord  taketh  pleafure  in  his  people  : 
he  will  beautify  the  meek  with  falvation.**  He  loves  thee 
with  a  love  of  eftimation  :  he  puts  fuch  an  high  value  and 
cftimate  upon  thee,  that  thou  art  precious  in  the  fight  of  the 
Lord,  thou  art  his  treafure,  and  his  peculiar  treafurc  :  **  The 
Lord's  portion  is  his  people  :  Jacob  is  the  lot  of  his  inherit- 
ance.** He  loves  thee  with  a  love  of  union  ;  he  defires  thy 
company,  and  to  hear  thy"  voice,  and  to  fee  thy  countenance  ; 
Cant.  ii.  14.  "  O  my  dove  that  art  in  the  clefts  cf  the  rock, 
jn  the  fecret  places  of  the  ftairs,  let  me  fee  thy  countenance, 
^  Ht  me  hear  th^  voice ;  for  fwcet  is  thy  voice,  aiv^  t\v^"  cc^xix^- 
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tppance  is  comeljr."  He  loves  thee  with  an  ecftatical  love : 
his  love  runs  out  into  a  kind  of  ri^pture  and  ecftafj.  Cant. 
iv  9.  twice  with  one  breath  he  cries  out,  "  Thou  haft  ra- 
v.j}jed -iviy  heart,  my  fifter,  my  fpoufe ;  thou  haft  raviihed 
Try  I.eart  with  one  of  thine  eyes,  with  one  chain  of  thy  neck." 
]S'o  wliere  is  the  word  ufed  m  fcripture  but  here ;  **  Thou 
haft  raviflicd  my  heart."  New  words  are,  as  it  were,  coined 
to  expiefs  the  iiiexpreflible  love,  that  a  God  in  Chrift  bear& 
towards  his  people.  The  word  fignifies,  thou  haft  uniieart- 
ED  ME  :  it  is  an  aliufion  unto  that  which  is  a  weaknefs  in  us,. 
Wiien  our  afFedions  run  fo  much  out  to  any  particular  objeft, 
as  to  become  iieartlel's  of  any  thing  elfe.  Some  render  the 
words,  *^  Thou  haft  wounded  or  pierced  my  heart.  Oh  my 
fifter,*  &:.  The  love  of  God  ru'^s  fo  deep,  that  he  was  con- 
tent, ii»  theperfon  of  his  eternal  Son,  to  be  **  wounded  for  our 
tranfgreflions,  and  bruifed  for  our  iniquities." 

Now,  tiie  cotnplacential  love  of  God  to  his  people,  is  va* 
rionflv  exprefled  in  fcripture.     As, 

«^,  His  love  is  faid  to  be  a  paftoral  love,  or  the  love  a 
fliepherd  hath  to  his  flock:  If.  xl.  11.  "  He  fliall  feed  his 
flock  like  a  fliepherd,*'  &c. 

2dlyy  His  love  is  a  friendly  love :  '*  Ye  are  my  friends, 
(fays  he)  if  ye  do  whatfoever  I  command  you.''  And  like 
a  true  friend,  he  communicates  his  mind  to  them,  John  xv, 
15.  "  Henceforth  I  call  you  not  fervants  ;  for  the  fervant 
knowethnot  what  his  Lord  doth :  but  1  have  called  you  friends  ; 
for  all  things  that  I  have  heard  of  my  Father,  1  have  made 
known  unto  you.  Unto  you  it  is  given  to  know  the  royfte-i 
ries  of  the  kingdom  ;  but  to  -others  it  is  not  given." 

3^/^,  His  complacence  ip  them  fometimes  runs  out  into  a 
conjugal  love  :  If.  liv.  5,  "  Thy  Maker  is  thine  hufl^and,  the 
Lord  of  hofts  is  his  name,"  &c. 

^thly^  Sometimes  it  runs  out  into  a  paternal  love,  '*  I  will 
be  to  them  a  Father,  atid  they  fliall  be  my  fons  and  daughters, 
faith  the  Lord  Almighty."  iiut  why  do  1  ftand  on  this  ?  In 
one  word,  his  love  is  the  love  of  a  God  ;  his  love  cannot  be 
exprefled  by  any  fimilitude,  for  God  is  love  ;  he  is  as  it  were 
all  one  flame  of  love  to  the  believer.  Love  is  in  him  in  its 
perfe6tion,  and  perteft  love  cafts  out  hatred  :  his  heart  is  juft 
the  very  centre  of  love  ;  and  whatfoever  fparks  of  love  are  to 
be  found  in  any  of  our  hearts,  they  are  all  kindled  at  this 
fire.  As  all  the  waters  that  are  in  the  rivers  come  originally 
from  the  fea,  and  return  back  to  it  again;  fo  any  drop,  of 
Jove  that  is  to  be  found  in  any  of  our  hearts,  it  is  jtlft  an 
emanation  of  his  love,  returning  back  again  into  its  proper 

centra 
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«cntre  from  whence  it  came.     And  thus  much  for  the  differ- 
ent kinds  of  his  love. 

Secondty^  Let  us  view  the  love  of  God  in  its  dimenfions. 
Among  corporeal  beings  there  are  only  three  dimenfions  rec- 
koned ;  but  the  apoftle  fpeaking  of  the  love  of  God  in  Chrift,  * 
he  admits  of  a  fourth,  Eph,  iii.  17.  18.  He  there  fpeaks  of 
the  height,  the  depth,  the  breadth,  and  length,  of  the  love  of 
God,  which  paffes  knowledge. 

1.  It  is  fo  high,  that  the  height  of  it  can  never  be  reached; 
no,  not  bj  the  moll  foaring  angel  or  feraphim  in  heaven.  \V^e 
find,  that' the  Spirit  of  God,  when  he  would  exprefs  his  love, 
he  runs  above  the  height  of  the  higheft  heavens  to  borrow  a 
fimilitude  for  the  illuftration  of  it,  comparing  it  unto  the  love 
\vhich  the  Father  bears  unto  the  Son,  John  kv.  pr  "  As  the 
Father  hath  loved  me,  fo  have  I  loved  you."  Oh  !  who  can 
tell  how  the  Father  loves  the  Son  !  there  is  more  here  than 
all  the  angels  in  heaven  are  capable  either  to  conceive  or  ex- 
prefs ;  yet  fuch  is  the  love  of  a  God  of  love  to  believers. 

2.  He  fpeaks  not  only  of  a  height,  but  a  depth  in  this  love. 
The  heart  of  man  is  a  great  depth,  that  none  knows  it,  but 
he  that  knows  all  things  ;  and  if  the  heart  of  man  be  fuch  a 
great  depth,  what  muft  the  heart  of  God  be  ?  Yet  this  love 
is  rooted  in  the  very  heart  of  God ;  fo  much  is  implied  in  the 
very  expreflion  of  the  text,  God  is  love.  His  love  is  a  heart 
of  love.  He  loves  with  the  whole  heart,  and  with  the  whole 
foul.  So  deep  is  this  love,  that  it  defcended,  as  it  were,  to 
the  depth  to  help  arid  relieve  us  ;  it  defcended  unto  the  depth 
of  hell,  in  tfie  dying  agonies  of  the  Son  of  God,  to  bring  us  up 
from  the  depth  of  mifery  and  diftrefs  into  which  we  had 
plunged  ourfelves. 

3.  This  love  of  a  God  of  love  hath  alfo  a  breadth  with  it,  ' 
which  can  never  be  meafured.  So  broad  is  this  love,  that 
in  the  word  of  grace,  and  external  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel, 
it  reaches  forth  its  arms  to  embrace  a  loft  world:  John  iii.  16. 
**  God  fo  loved  the  worid,  that  he  gave  his  only -begotten 
Son,  that  whofoever  belie veth  in  him,  fliould  not  perilh,  but 
have  everlafting  life.''  So  broad  is  it,  that  it  takes  in  Jew 
and  Gentile,  Barbarian,  Scythian,  bond  or  free  ;  it  takes  ia 
thefe  that  lived  before  the  law,  tiiefe  that  lived  under  the 
law,  thefe  that  live  under  the  gofpel,  *  Oh  Sirs  I  the  love  of 
God  is  broad  ;  bis -heart  is  wide  and  capacious  ;  you  need  not 
fear  as  if  there  were  no  room  for  you  ;  no,  no,  for  all  the  in- 
numerable multitude  that  his  love  has  grafped,  there  is  yet 
room  for  you,  room  for  me,  and  room  for  all  tlie  world  that 
come  to  him  through  Chriit. 

4.  The  apoftle  yet  adds  another  di-iaenfion  to  this  love,  and 

that. 
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that  is,  the  length  of  it ;  and  in  fhort^  it  is  as  long  as  eternitjr^ 
Look  back  to  an  eternitj  paft,  and  we  ihall  find,  that  his  lovd 
like  himfclf  never  had  a  beg'rnning :  "  I  have  loved  thee  with 
an  everlafting  love."  And  let  us  look  forward  to  an  eternitj 
to  conniey  and  we  ihall  find  that  his  love  ihall  never  have  an 
end ;  for  it  is  from  everlafting  to  everlafting ;  he  refts  in  his 
love,  and  changes  not :  **  The  mountains  ihall  depart,  and  the 
hills  be  removed,  but  mj  kindnefs  ihall  not  depart  from  thee^ 
neither  ihall  the  covenant  of  my  peace  be  removed,  faith  the 
Lprd,  that  hath  mercj  on  thee."  Thus  you  fee  its  dimen<^ 
fions. 

Thirdly y  Let  us  take  a  view  of  the  love  of  a  God  of  love 
in  its  qualities  and  properties. 

I.  His  love  is  a  free  love  :  Hof.  xiv.  4.  **  I  will  heal  tbcit' 
backfliding,  I  will  love  them  freely."  This  love  is  free  in 
its  firft  fountain,  viewing  it,  I  mean,  as  it  lies  in  the  heart  of 
God.  What  made  him  to  fct  his  love  upon  any  of  Adam's 
pofterity,  and  to  choofe  them  from  eternity  ?  The  caufe  of  it 
is  not  to  be  found  in  the  creature,  but  in  himfelf ;  only  his 
own  fovereign  will  and  grace  is  the  caufe  of  it ;  for  he  **  pre- 
dcftinated  unto  us  unto  the  adoption  of  children  by  Jefus 
Chrift  to  himfelf,  according  to  the  good  pleafure  of  his  will,'* 
Eph.  i.  5.  **  He  hath  faved  us  and  called  us  with  an  holy  calU 
ing,  not  according  to  our  works,  but  according  to  his  owd 
purpofe  and  grace  which  was  given  us  in  Ghrlft  Jefus,  befete 
the  world  began,  2  Tim.  i.  9.  And  then  again,  tliis  love  ia 
free,  not  only  in  its  firft  fountain,  but  free  in  the  offer,  reve- 
lation, and  liianifcftation  of-  it  in  the  word  ;  and  the  lov6  of 
God,  as  it  is  in  the  word  of  grace,  is  a  common  love,  common 
to  all  the  hearers  of  the  gofpel,  in  regard  it  comes  to  every 
man's  door,  and  offers  itfelf  unto  him  :  "  Ho,  every  one  that 
thirfteth,  come.  Whofoever  will,  let  him  come,"  &c.  **  Unto 
you,  O  men,  I  call,  ai^d  my  voice  is  to  the  fons  of  man." 
And  then  it  is  a  free  love,  in  regard  of  the  application  of  ic 
to  the  cleft  foul  in  a  day  of  power  ;  the  love  of  God  is  mani*' 
fefted  in  the  word  of  grace  taken  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and 
ihcd  abroad  upon  the  finner's  heart,  and  that  without  regard 
to  any  good  qualification  or  wotk  of  righteoufnefs  in  us.  In 
a  word,  this  love  of  a  God  of  love,  it  is  free,  in  oppofition  to 
merit.  That  which  donciliates  love  among  men,  is  either 
beauty,  ftrer.gth,  wifdom,  riches,  or  fome  fuch  qualification 
or  inducement :  but  no  fuch  thing  is  to  be  found  in  any  of 
Adam's  pofterity  ;  "  When  thou  waft  in  thy  blood,  I  faid 
unto  thee,  Live  ;  and  thy  time  was  a  time  of  love."  Inftedd 
of  be  duty,  nothing  but  deformity  ;  inftead  of  ftrength,  no- 
thing but  weaknefs  ;  inftead  of  riches,  nothing  but  poverty* 

And 
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And  as  it  is  free  in  oppofition  to  merit,  fo  it  is  free  in  oppo* 
fition  to  any  conftraint  or  force.     Love  is  a  thing  that  cannot 
be  forced  ;  no,  it  is  voluntary,  and  of  its  own  accord.     God's 
love  is  only  owing  to  the  freedom  of  his  own  ^ill,  Eph.  i.  9. 
a.  The  love  of  this  God.  of  love,  it  is  a  ftrong  and  invin- 
cible love.    Before  his  love  could  reach  us  in  the  application 
of  it,  it  had  mountains  to  level :  but,  '^  behold,  he  cotheth^ 
leaping  upon  the  mountains,  and  ikipping  upon  the  hills." 
There  were  deep  feas  and  floods  in  the  way  of  his  love,  but 
many  waters  could  not  quench  it,  neither  were  all  floods  able 
'  ^to  drown  it :  it  runs  through  every  difficulty,  it  encounters 
every  impediment  in  its  way.     The  infinite  diftance  between 
God  and  a  creature,  was  a  bar  in  the  way  of  this  love :  but 
he  conquers  this  impediment ;  for  **  God  is  manifefted  in  tjie* 
fieOu     The  nwral  diftance  between  a  filthy  guilty  finner  is  an 
impediment  in  the  way  of  this  love :  but  he  breaks  this. bar  alfo  j 
for  the  Son  of  God  is  not  only  manifefted  in  the  flefli,  but 
**  made  in  the  likenefs  of  finful  flefli,  yea,  made  fin  for  us." 
The  curfe  of  the  law,  was  a  bar  in  the  way  :  but  this  bar  he 
breaks  ;  for  Chrift  was  "  made  a  curfe  lor  us,  that  we  might 
be  redeemed  from  the  curfe  of  the  law."  Sin  in  its*  guilt,  and 
filth,  and  power,  lay  in  the  way  of  his  love :  but  love  breaks 
through  this,  and  "  finiflies  tranfgreflion,  and  mekes  an  end 
of  fin."     Ignominy  and  difgrace  lay  in  its  way,  grief  and  for- 
x<ow  :  but  this  love  conquers  that :  for  he  was  content  to  en-' 
dure  the  crofs^  and  love  defpifes  thejha?ne  of  it ;  he  is  content 
put  of  love,  to  become  "  a  man  of  foryows  and  acquainted 
with  grief."     And  then,  when  this  love  comes  to  the  finner, 
in  order  to  converfion,  it  finds  him  dead,  dead  in  trefpajfes 
and  fins :  the  man  has  perhaps  lain  20,  30,  40,  or  60  years 
in  the  grave  of  fin,  fo  that  lo  he  ftinketh  :    Oh,  what  an  ob- 
jcft  is  he  !    he  is  an  object  of  loathing  inftead  of  love  :  but 
yet  this  love  of  a  God  of  love  conquers  this  impediment  alfo : 
for.'*  when  we  were  dead  in  fins,  for  the  great  love  where- 
with he  loved  us,  he  quickened  us."    ^And  then,  after  this 
Jove  has  aftually  griped  the  foul  in  eiSedual  calling,  how  ma- 
ny provocations  gets  it  by  the  whoredoms  of  heart    and 
lifed-eparting  from  the  Lord  ?    and  yet  fuch  is  the  invin- 
cible nature  of  this  love  that  it  overcomes  all,  and  abideth 
firm  unto  the  end  ;  hence  is  that  of  the  apoftle,  Rom.  viii. 
35'  SI*  "  Who  fliall  feparate  us  from  the  love  of  Chrift  ? 
ftiall  tribulation,  or  diftrefs,  or  pcrfecution,  or  famine,  or  na- 
kednefs,  or  peril,  or  fword  ?    Nay  in  all  thefe  things  we  are 
more  than  conquerors,  through  him  that  loved  us."     It  is 
becaufe|his  love  is  invincible,  that  we  are  more  than  conquer- 
ors through  him  that  loved  us  :  becaufe  his  love  is  ftrong  as 
Vol.  I,  U  u  ^^^x\\^ 
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deadly  therefore  death  Iball  not  feparate ;  becaufe  It  is  ftrong 
as  helly  therefore^  neither  hell  nor  devils  ihall  be  able  to  mak^ 
SI  feparatipn. 

.  3.  TThe  love  of  this  God  of  love,  it  is  an  incomparable,  jea^ 
'  91  fuperlative  love«  Let  us  but  view  here  how  much  a  God  in 
Chrift  loves  them  who  truft  under  the  fhudow  of  his  wingSj 
becaufe  of  the  excellencj  of  his  loving- kindoefs.  (i,)  He 
loves  them  nK)re  than  he  loves  all  other  men :  If.  xliii.  3.  4^ 
^'  I  will  give  men  for  thee,  and  people  for  thy  life."  (2.) 
He  loves  believers  more  than  he  loves  angels.  Angels  are 
his  fervantSy  believers  are  his  fons  ;  angels  are  his  fubjefls, 
believers  are  his  bride.  (3.)  He  loves  them  more  than  he 
loves  the  whole  world.  The  world  confifts  of  heaven  and 
'earth.  As  for  the  earth,,  he  did  not  value  that,  for  the  love 
he  had  to  his  people :  when  the  devil  proffered  him  all  the 
kingdoms  of  the  world,  and  the  glory  of  them,  he  contemns 
them  all,  out  of  love  he  had  to  them.  As  for  heaven,  he  left 
the  glory  of  the  higher  houfe,  to  dwell  with  men  upon  earth. 
Yea,  I  Ihall  add,  (4.^  The  love  of  an  incarnate  Deity  is  gresu^r 
to  his  people  than  to  himfelf.  He  loved  their  life  and  fa&tjr 
more  than  his  own  ;  for  he  laid  down  his  life  for  his  friends, 
that  they  might  not  die ;  he  prayed  more  for  them  than  he 
did  for  himfelf,  as  you  may  fee,  John  xvii.  throughout.  In 
9  word,  out  of  love  he  bore  to  us,  he  parted  with  diefe  things 
that  are  reckoned  moft  valuable  among  men.  Men  make  a 
'great  account  of  their  good  name ;  but,  out  of  love  to  us  he 
becamp  a  reproach  of  men.  Men  make  a  great  account  of 
their  riches  ;  but  "  though  he  was  rich,  yet  for  our  fakes  ha 
became  poor.*'  Men  make  a  great  account  of  their  life  $ 
<^  Ikin  for  ikin,  yea,  all  that  a  man  hath  will  he  give  for  his 
life ;"  but  Chri^  parted  with  this,  *'  He  loved  me,  and  gave 
himfelf  for  me."  Men  do  or  ihould  make  a  great  account  of 
their  fouls  ;  and  yet,  out  of  love  to  us,  he  made  his*  foul  an 
offering,  "  My  foul  is  exceeding  forrowful  even  unto  death/* 
Men,  I  mean  holy  men,  faints,  they  make  a  greater  account 
of  the  love  of  God  than  of  their  life,  <*  Thy  love  is  better  than 
life,"  fays  David ;  and  yet  Chrift  was  content  to  loie  the 

enfe  of  that  for  a  while,  out  of  love  to  us  ;  and  it  was  with-i* 
drawn  from  him,  to  that  degree,  that  he  cried  out  on  the 
crofs,  "  My  Grt)d,  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me  J**  . 
Thus  much  for  a  view  of  the  love  of  a  God  of  love. 

P  IV.  ^V)^^  fourth  thing  in  the  method  was,  to  inquire  whence 
it  is  that  in  Chrift  Godjhould  be  a  God  of  love  to  loft,  and 
undone,  and  rebellious  Jinners  F  Whence  comes  this  ftiangc^ 
alteration^i  that  a  God  of  veDgeange^  who  w^s  ready  to  de^ 
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fktoy  all  Adatx^'s  pofteritj  becaufe  of  fin,  £hoiild  lay  afide  his' 
garments  of  vengeance,  and  appear  to  us  as  a  God  of  grace 
and  love  ? 

jinfw.  I.  An  offended  and  angry  God  is  a  God  of  love  to 
tts  in  Chrifty  becaufe  in  him  jaliice  is  fatisfied  \  a  ranfom  of 
infinite  value  is  paid  in  the. Redeemer's  blood.  The  juflice 
of  God  ftood  as  an  eternal  bar,  in  the  way  of  the  roanifefla^ 
tion  of  love  to  any  of  Adam's  race  ;  but  no  fooner  did  juflicd 
get  a  perfed  fatisfa£tion  in  the  death  of  the  Surety,  but  love 
vents  itfelf  with  infinite  delight  and  fatisfadion,  aod  God  pro- 
claims himfelf,  is  an  Exod.  xxxiv.  6.  **  The  Lord,  the  Lord 
Crod,  merciful  and  gracious,  long-fufiering,  and  abundant  ia 
goodnefs  and  truth." 

2.  In  Chriil  the  law  is  fulfilled ;  its  command  is  o1>eyed, 
and  its  curfe  is  abolifhed.  The  violation  of  the  holy  law,  by 
the  firft  fin  of  Adam,  was  the  thing  that  incenfed  the  Majefty 
of  heaven  againft  us  \  but  now  Chrifi  repairs  the  honour  of 
the  divine  law,  yea,  he  '*  magnifies  it  and  makes  it  honour- 
able :"  and  hence  it  is,  that  in  Chriil  God  is  a  God  of  love  ; 
for  he  is  **  well-pleafed  for  his  rigHteoufnefs  fake." 

3.  In  Ghrifl  God  is  a  God  of  love,  becaufe  in  him  that 
archotraitor  againft  Heaven  is  condemned  and  deftroyed.  No 
fooner  did  fin  enter  into  the  world,  but  Heaven  cried  out  for 
yengeance  upon  it  and  the  finner.  Now,  Chrift  undertakes* 
to  **  finiih  tranfgrefiion,  and  make  an  end  of  fin,  Dan«  iz.  24.1 
and  accordingly,  for  this  purpofe  the  Son  of  God  was  mani- 
fefted,  to  take  away  the  fin  of  the  world  ;  he  **  condemned  fin 
in  the  flefh,"  Rom.  viii.  4*  And  hence  it  is,  that  God  is  a 
Grod  of  love  to  finners. 

4.  In  Chrift,  the  holinefs  of  God  is  vindicated,  and  his  fo* 
vereignty  is  maintained,  and  all  his  other  attributes,  which 
were  affronted  by  the  fin  of  man,  they  are,  as  it  were,  illu- 
ftratedy  and  fet  in  a  pure  light.  Never  were  the  perfeSions 
>of  God  fo  glorioufly  manitefted  as  they  are  in  Chrift  \  he  i& 
**  the  brightnefs  of  the  Father's  glory,  and  the  exprefs  image 
of  his  perfoa.  There  is  a  conftellation  of  all  the  divine  attri- 
butes in  him,  which  were  obfcured  by  the  fin  of  man.  And 
hence  it  is,  that  God  in  him  is  a  God  of  love. 

5.  Becaufe  in  him,  and  by  him,  the  image  of  God  in  man, 
which  was  defaced  by  the  fall,  is  again  reftored.  This  we 
loft  in  the  firft  Adam  ;  but  it  is  again  reftored  in  Chrift  the 
fecond  Adani ;  for  through  him  we  are  "  renewed  in  know*- 
ledge  after  the  image  of  him  who  created  us  J'  But  1  do  not 
ftay  further  upon  this  head.     I  proceed  now  to, 

V,  The^^A  thing  in  the  method,  whicK  was  ^^applica- 
4ion  of  the  whole. 
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of  love :  hence  it  is,  that  vnworthy  communicants  are  (aid  ttf 
•*  eat  and  drink  judgement  to  themfelves,**  and  to  be  **  guilty 
of  the  bodj'and  blood  of  the  Lord." 

7.  See  whence  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief  caufes  us  to  depart 
from  the  living  God  :  Why,  the  plain  reafon  is,  unbelief^ 
like  the  fpies  that  were  fent  up  to  Canaan,  it  brings  up  an 
evrl  report  of  a  God  of  love  ;  it  reprcfents  him  as  a  God  bf 
hatred,  wrath,  or  anger ;  it  fays,  that  there  'is  no.  love  otf 
kindnefs  in  his  heart ;  that  God  hath  forgotten  to  be  gra* 
cious  ;  that  he  has  in  anger  fliut  up  his  tender  mercy  j  it  will 
not  believe  the  report  of  the  gofpel,  that  God  is  a  God  of 
love ;  it  entertains  jealoufies  of  his  grace,  love,  and  faithful* 
nefs :  and  hence  it  is,  that  it  turns  us  away  from  him.  So 
long  as  we  through  unbelief  take  up  God  as  an  enemy,  wc 
cannot  mifs  to  turn  away  from  him  ;  for  it  is  but  natural  for 
any  man  to  turn  away  from  an  enemy,  or  to  fly  his  company 
or  prefcnce,  as  Adam  did. 

8.  See  hence,  how  it  is  by  faith  we  draw  near  to  God« 
As  unbelief  turns  us  away  from  him  ;  fo  it  is  by  faith  we 
come  to  him,  and  have  accefs  unto  his  prefcnce  :  Why, 
faith  believes  the  gofpel-report  of  a  God  in  Chrift  ;  that  he 
is  a  God  of  love,  a  reconciled  God,  a  God  fitting  upon  a 
throne  of  grace,  a  God  matching  with  our  nature,  making 
propofals  of  marriage  to  us  ;  a  God  with  us,  a  pardoning 
God,  a  pitying  God,  a  prayer-hearing  God,  a  liberal  God ; 
yea,  it  takes  him  up.  as  our  God  in  Chrift,  faying,  **  My 
God,  my  Father,  and  the  Rock  of  my  falvation,"  Now,  I 
fay,  this  is  the  view  in  which  faith  prefents  God  to  the  foul ) 
and  this  makes  the  foul  to  follow  hard  after  God,  and  the 
defire  of  the  foul  to  be  to  him^  and  the  remembrance  of  his 
name. 

9.  See  from  this  doftrine,  whence  it  is  that  God's  com- 
mandments are  not  grievous,  why  his  yoke  is  eafy,  and  his 
burden  is  light :  Why,  the  believer  fees  them  to  be  the  com- 
mandments of'  love ;  and  love  iweetens  every  thing,  and 
makes  every  thing  eafy  and  pleafant.  The  love  that  Jacob 
had  to  Rachel,  made  his  feven  years  fervice  to  appear  but  a 
few  days  :  fo  here  it  is  love  that  commands,  and  love  obeys  ; 
and  this  makes  obedience  fweet  and  eafy  :  stnd  it  is  the  want 
of  due  uptakings  of  God  as  a  God  of  love,  and  of  his  com- 
mandments as  the  commandments  of  love,  that  makes  them 
intolerable  and  burdenfome  unto  the  wicked  and  imgodly. 
Why  do  they  break  his  bands,  and  caft  away  his  cords  from 
them  ?  Why,  they  have  no  confideration  of  God  as  a  God  of 

love ;  they  take  hina  up  as  an  eneta-y  ^atA  Ca^i^iort^  «a^  obc- 
dience  they  give  hioi  is  but  ftaVvfla.% 


vo% 


God  in  Chriflf  a  God  of  Love •  347 

10.  See  from  this  doArine,  what  a.lightibme  and  heart<« 
foxne  dwelling-place  the  believer  has  :  Why,  he  dwells  in 
God ;  God  is  his  dwelling»place  :  "  He  dwells  in  the  fecrct 
place  of  the  Moft  High,  and  abides  under  the  fliadow  of  the 
Almighty :"  and  that  is  in  the  midft  of  love ;  for  Go4  is 
love,  "  and  he  that  dwelleth  in  love  dwcUeth  in  God.''  Oh 
what  a  lightfome  dwelling  is  the  bofom  of  infinite  love  !  and 
be  carries  hip  lambs  in  his  bofom.  Perhaps,  believer,  you 
fojourn  in  Mefech,  and  dwell  iji  the  tents  of  Kedar,  thy  ibul 
dwells  with  them  that  hate  peace :  But  here  is  thy  com- 
fort J  thou  dwelleft  in  love,  dwelled  in  God,  who  is  love  ; 
thou  lieft  in  his  bofom :  and  this  may  bear  up  thy  fpirits  ; 
for  though  in  the  world  thou  may  eft  be  hated,  and  have  tri- 
bulation, yet  in  him  thou  hail  peace. 

11.  See  from  this  doftrine  the  difference  between  the  law 
and  the  gofpel ;  Why,  the  law  prefents  God  as  an  ahfolute 
God,  in  vvhich  refpeft  he  is  a  confuming  fire  to  the  workers 
of  iniquity  j  he  is  a  revenging  God :  but  the  gofpel  prefents 
God  to  our  view  as  a  God  of  love  and  grace,  with  whom 
compaflions  flow  towards  miferable  iinners.  Indeed,  we  that 
are  minifters  of  the  gofpel  are  bound  to  preach  the  law,  to 
ft  and  upon  Mount  Sinai  and  £bal,  and  to  proclaim  the  curfes 
of  the  broken  covenant  of  works  againft  Chriftlefs^ iinners  ; 
but  when  we  do  fo,  our  defign  is  juft  to  fcare  you  from  the 
la^  as  a  covenant,  to  lead  you  off  from  the  mount  that  burns 
with  fire,  from  blacknefs,  and  darknefs,  and  tempeft,  that 
you  may  fly  to  Mount  Zion,  and  to  the  blood  of  fprinkling^ 
and  in  him  to  God,  the  Judge  of  all,  that  through  his  atoning 
blood  you  may  find  him  to  be  a  God  of  love. 

Vi^fecond  of  this  do6lrine,  is  by  way  of  exhqrtation. 

1.  Is  it  fo,  that  God  is  levef  Is  God  in  Chrift  a  God  of 
love :  Oh  I  then.  Sirs,  believe  the  report  of  the  gofpel  : 
Oh  !  receive  it  as  a  faithful  fajring,  and  worthy  of  all  ac- 
ceptation, that  God  in  Chrift  is  love ;  and  do  not  receive 
it  upon  my  teftimony,  but  receive  it  upon  the  teftimony  or 
the  record  of  the  three  that  bear  record  in  heaven,  the  Fa- 
ther, the  Word,  and  the  Spirit :  a  Trinity  of  perfons  is  wit- 
neffing  and  declaring  to  you,  that  God  is  love  ;  and  therefore 
fet  to  your  feal  that  God  is  true  of  what  he  fays  of  him- 
felf ;  and.  Sirs,  remember,  that  if  you  do  not,  you  make  God 
a  liar,  becaufe  you  receive  not  the  record  that  God  has 
given  of  hinnfelf. 

2.  My  exhortation  is,  not  only  to  believe  this  truth  con^ 
cerning  God,  but,  Oh  !  eat  it  (as  Jereroij^h  did),  and  let  it 
be  "  the  joy  and  rejoicing  of  your  heart."     E*?^.  k^  ^-aj^  1^^\ 
what  i$  th^t  ^  how  cai)  we  eat  it  ?     \  ant^'^t^  T\x^  N^-a.-^  ^^ 
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cat  it,  IS  to  apply  and  bring  it  home  to  your  own  fouls.  Oh 
Sirs,  there  is  meikle  feeding  for  faith  in  this  little  word, 
God  is  love.  Oh  !  may  faith  fay,  is  God  love  ?  then  furely 
he  will  make  me  welcome  to  his  table :  he  is  a  God  of  infinite 
bounty  and  liberality  in  Chrift,  and  he  will  give  that  which 
is  good  ;  a  God  of  love  he  will  give  grace.  ar.d  glory,  and 
no  good  thing  will  he  with-hold  from  his  people. 

3.  Is  God  in  Chrifl  a  God  of  love  ?  yea,  love  itfelf  ?  Oh  ! 
then,  put  your  truft  in  him.  This  is  the  ufe  the  Spirit  of 
God  would  have  you  to  make  of  this  dodrine,  Pfal.  xxxvi. 
7.  (a  fweet  and  remarkable  word),  "  How  excellent  .is  thy 
loving- kindnefs,  O  God  !  therefore  the  children  of  men  put 
their  truft  under  the  fhadow  of  thy  wings."  Oh  finnersj!  the 
wings  of  a  God  of  love  are  fpread  out  tg  you,  ana  his  bowels 
are  fending  out  a  found  after  you  in  this  glorious  gofpel ;  and 
his*  hand  is  ftretcbed  out  to  you  in  this  gofpel,  faying,  "  Be- 
hold me,  behold  me."  Oh  !  do  not  run  away  from  him  as 
an  enemy,  but  truft  him  as  a  friend  that  bears  gootl-will  to- 
wards you.  What  is  it,  O  man,  that  a  God  of  love  in  Chrift 
is  not  ready  to  grant  unto  thee  ?  Wants  thou  garments  to 
cover  the  ftiame  of  thy  nakednefs  ?  a  God  of  love  is  re^dy 
to  grant  thee  this.  Perhaps  thou  haft  fome  thoughts  of  co- 
ming to  a  communion-table  ;  but  thou  art  afraid  left  thou 
be  found  naked  in  his  pirefence,  and  the  Mafter  of  the  feaft  fay 
unto  thee,  "  Friend,  how  camcft  thou  in  hither,  not  having 
a  wedding- gar mei»  ?"  Is  this  thy^cafe  ?  O  put  your  truft 
in  a  God  of  love  through  Chrift,  and  he  will  clothe  you  with 
the  garments  of  falvation,  and  with  the  robes  of  righteouf- 
nefs.  Wants  thou  a  pardon  for  fin?  art  thou  a  broken 
bankrupt,  that  owes  thoufands  of  talents  to  the  law  and 
juftice  of  God  ?  Art  thou  crying,  "  Mine  iniquities 
are  gone  over  mine  head ;  as  an  heavy  burden,  they  are 
too  heavy  for  me  ?"  Well,  a  God  of  love  is  a  pardoning 
God  ;  and  therefore  truft  him  for  the  pardon  of  thy  fins  ;  for 
he  fays,  **  I,  even  I,  am  he  that  blotteth  out  thy  tranfgrefl[ions 
for  mine  own  fake,  and  will  not  i;emember  thy  fins."^>  Oh! 
may  you  fay,  1  am  a  poor  captive,  I  am  in  chains,  under  the 
fetters  of  captivity  to  my  fpiritual  enemies  ;  the  bonds  of  ini- 
quity are  wreathed  about  my  fouH  Well,  a  God  of  love 
proclaims  **  liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the 
prifon  to  them  that  are  bound  :"  and  therefore,  O  truft  him,  . 
and  he  will  riiake  thee  to  fliate  of  the  glorrous  liberty  of  his 
own  children  ;  he  will  make  thy  chains  and  fetters  to  fall  off 
from  thee.  Art  tliou  a  black  and  ugly  finner,  by  lying  among 
the  pots,  bhck  iike  the  ILlbiopiau,  (i^oUtd  Uke  the  leopard  ? 
IVelJ,  put  thy  truft  under  the  wuj^^  oi  ^*Oo^ ^l  Vss^s  ix^ii 
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he  fajTS,  ^  though  thou  haft  lien  among  the  pots/ J  will  make  ' 
thee  as  the  wings  of  a  dove  covered  with  fiiver,  and  her  fea*- 
Ihers  with  yellow  gold.  I  will  fpriokle  clean  water  upon 
J0U9  and  ye  ihall  be  clean."  Art  thou  a  difeafed  finner,  full 
of  bruifes  and  putrifying  fores  !  •  Well,  put  thy  trufl.  in  a 
God  of  love  in  Ciurift ;  for  his  name  is  Jehovah  Kofhi,  '^  I 
am  the  Lord  that  healeth  thee.''  Art  thou  a  poor  wandering 
bewildered  finner,  that  haft  loft  thy  way  to  heaven,  and  haft 
gone  aftray  like  a  loft  (beep  ?  Well,  come  put  your  truft  in  a 
God  of  love :  for  he  has  ''  pity  on  the  ignorant,  and  o&  them, 
that  are  out  of  the -way  ;"  a  God  of  love  in  Chrift  has  faid^ 
that  he  will  <<  lead  the  blind,"  &c.  and  that  he  will  make 
**  the  way-faring  man,  though  a  fool,  to  walk  without  err- 
ing." Art  thou  a  treacherous  dealer,  thou  haft  gone  a-who« 
ring  after  other  lovers,  proftrated  thy  (elf  unto  every  vile  luft? 
Well,  come  yet  and  put  thy  truft  under  the  wings  of  a  Grod 
<Kf  love  5  for  his  voice  unto  you  is,  Jer.  iiu  i.  **  Though  thou 
haft  played  the  harlot  with  many  lovers,  yet  return  again  to 
me."  He  is  crying  from  the  top  of  the  high  places  this  day, 
'*  Return,  O  backfliding  Ifrael ;  for  I  am  married  unto  thee» 
For  I  will  heal  thy  backflidings,  and  love  thee  freely,  and  re* 
oeive  thee  gracioufly."  So  then,  I  fay,  whoever  thou  art,  or 
whatever  thou  art,  1  invite  and  call  you  to  truft  under  the 
wings  of  a  God  of  love,  becaufe  of  the  excellency  of  his  lo« 
ving-kindnefs.     And  for  motives,  confider, 

\fl^  That  you  cannot  do  a  God  of  love  a  greater  pleafure* 
Would  you  pleafe  God  to-day,  or  oblige  his  very  heart  ? 
Well,  truft  him  as  a  Gk>d  of  love ;  for  "  he  taketh  pleafure 
in  them  that  fear  him,  in  thofe  that  hope  in  his  mercy,"  or 
that  truft  in  him  as  a  God  of  love. 

.  idlyy  Would  you  be  fed,  yea,  feafted,  this  day  at  a^com- 
tnunion-table,  with  the  fatnefs  of  God's  houfe,  with  £at 
things  full  of  marrow  ?  Oh  I  then,  here  is  the  way  to  it ; 
put  your  truft  in  a  God  of  love,  come  in  under  his  wings  : 
Pfai.  xxxvii.  3.  '*  Truft  in  the  Lord,  and  do  good.;  fo  (halt 
thou  dwell  in  the  land,  and  verily  tr.ou  (halt  be  fed."  You  fee 
you  have  not  only  his  promife,  that  you  (hall  be  fed,  but  his 
pfomife  fupported  and  ratified  with  a  ftrong  afteveration,  Ve» 
rily  thouJhaU  bt  fed.  Would  you  be  fed  with  the  blcffings 
of  heaven,  the  bleffings  of  a  well-ordered  covenant,  the  fure 
mercies  of  David  !  Qh  \  then,  truft  in  a  God  of  love ;  for 
**  bleflfed  are  all  they  that  truft  in  him,"  Pfal.  Ixxxiv.  12. 
Would  you  have  languifliing  grace  revived,  brought  into  a 
thriving  and  blooming  condition?  Oh!  then,  truft  in  a 
God  of  love,  Jer.  xvii.  7.  8.  "  Bleffed  is  the  man  that 
truftetb  in  the  X-ord,  and  whofe  ho^  x)it^lLAtdLVSi%  ^oxV^ 
Vol.  L  X  X  "i^"^ 
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UNBELIEF  ARRAIGNED  AND  CONDEMNBO  AT  THS 
BAR  OF  GOD. 


A    SERMON, 

nEACHEB  IN  THE  TOLBOOTH-CHURCH  OF  EDIKJMTRC^ 
If  ARCH  2.  1727* 


John  xvi.  8.  t^.^-^And  when  he  is  come,  he  will  cormnee  the 
world  of  Jiiiy  and  of  righteoufnefs,  and  of  judgement :..  of 
Jvn^  becaufe  they  believe  not  on  me. 


John^iii.  iZ.-^He  that  believeth  tiot,  is  condemned  already* 


CHRIST  having.  In  the  preceding  yerfc,  declared  the  gfeat 
end  and  defign  of  his  miffion  bj  the  Father,  or  of  hiis 
manifeflation  in  our  nature ;  nameljr,  hot  that  he  {hould 
''condemn  the  world;  but  that  the  world  through  him' 
might  be  faved ;"  in  the  verfe  wkere  my  text  lies,  deduces  a 
two-fold  inference  tfiercfrom.  The.  firft  is  very  fweet  and 
comfortable,  in  the  former  part  of  the  verfe,  **  He  that  be- 
lieveth  on  him,  is  not  condemned ;"  that  is,  he  who  falls  in  with 
the  great  end  of  mj  manifeflation  in  the  nature  of  man,  he  wha 
gives  me  my  errand,  by  intruiling  his  loft  and  ruined  foul 
into  my  hand,  although  he  be  a  finner,  and  a  great  finner, 
though  the  law  and  juftice  of  God  be  purfuing  him,  for  the 
many  millions  of  talents  he  is  owing ;  yet  the  procefs  ihall 
be  ftopped,  the  judgement  arrefted,  the  fentence  of  the  broken 
law  cancelled,  infomuch  that  .he  cannot  come  into  condemna* 
tion ;  and  if  he  be  not  condemned,  he  mufl  be  abfolved  and 
acquitted..  I,  as  his  Surety,  have  paid  the  debt,  and  obtained 
the  difcharge  under  the  hand  of  juftice  ;  I  was  made  Jin  for 
him,  that  he  might  he  made  the  righteoujhefs  of  Cod  in  me; 
and  therefore,  who  can  lay  any  thing  to  his  charge  ? 

The  fecond  inference,  drawn  from  the  defign  of  the  incar- 
catioa  of  the  Son  of  God,  is  very  texiWiia  ^iiA  vnWL-^  ^ndyou 
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have  it  in  tYi%  woids  I  defign  to  infill  a  little  upon.  He  that  • 
bilievetb  not  is  condemned  already.   For  which  there  is  a  verj 
relevant  reafongiveny  in  the  clofe  of  the  verfe,  ^^  Becaufe  he 
hath  not  believel  in  the  name  of  the  only  begotten  Son  of 
God.»; 

It  it  the  middle  claufe  of  the  verfe  I  am  to  fpeak  to.  He 
ihmt  helieveth  not,  is  con^mned  already.  Where  we  may  no« 
doe,  (i*)  ^  capital  crime  chargeable  upon  moft  of  gofpel- 
heaters,  not  believing^  (2.)  An  awful  fentence  pafl*ed  againft 
the  criminal ;  be  is  condemned.  (3.)  The  quality  of  the  fen* 
tence,  implied  in  that  expreffion,  condemned  already.  Which 
may  point  either  at  the  certainty  of  the  unbeliever's  condemna- 
tion :  it  is  not  fimply  a  thing  future,  or  to  be  done  ;  but  it  is 
done  already.  The  fentence  is  pronounced  and  gone  forth 
againft  him,  from  the  mouth  of  the  righteous  Judge-;  yea,  not 
only  is  fentence  pafled,  but  is  partly  execute,  the  law  having 
delivered  him  over,  in  a  way  of  righteous  judgement,  into 
the  power  and  dominion  of  fin,  which  is  fpirituai  death.  Or 
Ae  word  already  may  point  at  the  feverity  of  the  unbeliever's 
fentence ;  his  fin  is  of  fueh  a  deep  dye,  of  fuch  a  criminal  na« 
ture,  that  the  Judge  cannot  fit  with  it,  as  hedoth  with  other  . 
fins,  PfaL  1.  21.  It  ofiers  fuch  indignity  to  his  beloved  Son,  . 
the  darlbg  of  his  foul,  that  he  cannot  fhun  to  adjudge  the 
pannel  to  immediate  death*  Or  the  word  may  intimate  this 
much  to  us,  that  the  fentence  of  the  broken  law  (lands  in  full 
'ibrce  and- vigour  againft  the  unbelieving  finner,  for  all  his 
other  fins  :  he  defpifes  the  only  remedy,  the  only  facrifice  for 
fin  ;  and  therefore  every  finful  thought,  word,  and  aftion,  ex- 
pofes  him  to  the  juft  vengeance  of  a  righteous  God,  in  timc^ 
and  through  endlefs  eternity. 

My  doArine  is,  **  That  every  unbeliever  is  a  fentenced  and  c«n« 
demned  criminal  before  God.  Or,  take  it,  if  you  will,  in  the 
.  very  words  of  the  text,  He  that  believetb  not,  is  condemned 
already:^ 

Here  through  divine  affiilance,  I  fliall  fpeak^ 
I.  Of  the  crime. 
ir.  Of  the  fentence. 

III.  Of  the  grounds  on  which  the  fentence  is  founded. 

IV.  Deduce  fome  inferences  from  the  whole. 

I.  I  vfOvXAfpeai  a  little  of  the  crime,  ivbicb  is  unbelief ,  by 
giving  fome  account  of  it,  i.  In  its  nature,  2.  In  its  caules. 

As  for  the^r^,  viz.  the  nature  of  unbelief.  BeCoce  I  ^^x^^ 
ceed  to  Ihcw  whereia  it  cojjfifts,  to  preveuX  tXiA^vft^>\^'^ 
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name  a  few  things,  which  will  not  amount  unto  this  hcKry 
charge  in  God's  reckoning,  whatever  thej  may  fometixnes  dki 
in  the  court  of  an  erring  or  miiinformed  confcience* 

1.  Unbelief  does  not  lie  in  a  perfon's  being  in  the  dark  as 
to  his  aAual  union  with  Chrift,  or  intereft  in  him.  A  real 
believer  may  want  the  fenfible  aflurance^of  Grod's  love,  and 
yet  at  the  fame  time  be  afting  faith  with  an  afluxance  of  ap- 
propriation upon  the  promife  of  a  reconciled  God  in  Chrift. 
Senfe  may  be  faying,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Heman,  Ffal.  bcxxviii. 
''  Thou  haft  laid  me  in  the  loweft  pit,  in  darknefs,  in  the 
deeps.  I  am  affiifted  and  ready  to  die,  from  my  youth  up : 
while  I  fuffer  thy  terrors,  I  am  difiradied."  And  yet  faith 
breathing  out  its  appropriating  aft,  and  faying,  ^'  O  Lord 
God  of  my  falvation  ;"  it  v^oU  look  in  th^  face  of  a  hiding  and 
fmiting  God,  and  fay,  **  Though  he  ihould  kill  me,  yet  will  I 
truft  in  him.*'  And  feeing  it  is  fo,  it  muft  needs  follow,  that 
unbelief  does  not  lie  in  a  perfon's  being  in  the  dark  as  to  his 
aftual  intereft  in  Chrift ;  to  fay  fo,  were  to  offend  againft  the 
generation  of  the  righteous,  who  may  be  ^'  trufting  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  and  ftaying  themfelves  upon  their  God, 
while  they  walk  in  darknefs,  and  fee  no  light.'' 

2.  Unbelief  does  not  lie  in  the  interruption  of  the  aftings 
and  exercife  of  faith.  We  find  the  faith  of  the  moft  eminent 
faints"  many  times  interrupted  in  its  exercife,  through  the 
prevalency  of  temptation  and  indwelling  corruption.  P&L 
fxxvii.  7.  &c.  the  holy  man  there,  in  a  fit  of  unbelief,  cries, 
^  Hath  God  forgotten  to  be  gracious  ?  doth  his  prOmife  fail 
for  evermore?"  David,  in  the  like  cafe,  gives  the  lie  to  a 
God  of  truth,  through  the  fides  of  all  his  prophets,  PfaL  czvi. 
zo.  II.  <*  I  faid  in  my  hafte.  All  men  are  liars."  This  was 
indeed  a  pang  of  unbelief ;  but  did  not  argue  unbelief  in  its 
reign.  Many  times  faith  is  laid  afleep  in  its  habit,  while  yet 
the  life  of  it  remains  ;  like  Samfon  in  the  hands  of  the  Fhili- 
ftines,  though  his  life  was  continued,  yet  the  locks,  wherein 
his  ftrength  lay,  were  cut. 

3.  This  unbelief,  whereof  I  fpeak,  does  not  confift  in  a  dif- 
belief  of  fome  particular  truths  of  the  word,  through  igno- 
rance, providing  they  be  notjfundamental.  Every  error  in 
the  head,  through  ignorance,  does  not  deftroy  the  being  of 
faith  in  the  heart ;  no  more  than  every  mifcarriage  in  the  life, 
through  weaknefs,  deftroys  the  being  and  reality  of  the  grace 
of  God  in  the  foul.  The  apoftles,  we  find,  all  the  time  of 
Ch  rift's  life,  yea,  after  his  refurre6tion  alfo,  were  in  an  error 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  Mefiiah's  kingdom,  imagining  that  it 
was  to  be  modelled  after  the  fafliion  of  the  kingdoms  of  this 
world  i  neither  did  they  believe  the  univerfal  call  and  offer  of 

the 


UnMief  Arraigneif  \Sc.  at  the  Bar  of  God.         355 

the  gofpel  unto  the  Gentile  nations,  as  well  as  to  the  Jews, 
until  they  were  convinced  of  their  error  by  Peter*s  vifion* 
But,  notwithftanding  of  this  error  of  theirs,  they  believed  in 
Chrifb  as  the  promifed  M efBah,  and  refted  on  him  as  the  Sa- 
viour of  the  world. 

4«  I  do  not  here  fpeak  of  the  negative  unbelief  of  the  Hea- 
then world,  who  never  had  the  benefit  of  gofpel-revelation. 
**  How  ihall  they  believe  (fays  the  apoftle,  Rom.  x,  14.)  in 
him  of  whom  they  have  not  hcard^?'*  Their  unbelief,  or  infi- 
delity, is  more  properly  their  punifhment  than  their  fin.  They 
can  no  more  be  punifhed  for  not  believing  in  Chrift,  than  a 
man  can  be  condemned  for  not  feeing  the  fun  at  midnight, . 
when  it  is  in  the  other  horizon ;  or  than  a  man  can  be  blamed 
for  not  receiving  a  gift  that  was  never  in  his  offer.  So  that 
it  is  not  the  negative  unbelief  of  the  Heathens  I  now  fp^ak 
c£f  but  the  pofitive  unbelief  of  thefe  who  fit  under  the  light 
of  the  glorious  gofpel.  ^ 

But,  fay  you,  feeing  none  of  thefe  will  amount  to  the 
charge  of  unbelief,  wherein  then  doth  it  confift  ?  Anfwm 
There  are  three  things,  any  one  of  which  will  amount  to  this 
capital  crime. 

1.  A  denying  of  the  truth  of  the  gofpel;  a  looking  upon  , 
the  word  of  God,  contained  in  the  fcriptures,  as  a  fiftion,  or 
cuntnngly  dewfedfabk.  I  am  very  jealous,  there  are  unbe« 
lievers  of  this  ftamp  among  thefe  who  are  called  by  the  name 
of  Chriftians  ;  men  pretending  to  be  great  matters  of  reafon, 
who,  becaufe  their  weak  and  depraved  minds  cannot  grafp 
the  unfearchable  myHcries  of  our  holy,  religion,  do  therefore 
turn  infidel,  and  rejeft  the  whole  as  an  incredible  paradox. 
This  very  thing  upon  which  they  ftumble,  proves  it  to  be  of 
a  divine  original.  The  unfearchable  wifdom  that  appears  in 
every  one  of  the  works  of  God,  prove  them  to  be  indeed  his 
works,  and  not  the  works  of  any  created  being.  And  fiiall 
it  be  imagined,  that  there  is  lefs  wifdom  in  his  words  than 
in  his  works,  when  they  are  the  more  immediate  produft  and 
pifture  of  his  infinite  underftanding,  which  can  never  be 
fearched  out  ?  Here,  if  jany  where,  we  may  exped  the  "  deep 
things  of  God ;  the  wifdom  of  God  in  a  myftery,  which  none 
of  the  princes  of  this  world  knew." 

2.  A  doubting  or  wavering  uncertainty  of  mind  about  the 
truths  of  the  gofpel,  will  amount  to  this  crime  of  unbelief 
pointed  at  in  my  text.  There  are  fome  who,  though  they 
do  not  go  the  length  of  denying  flatly  that  the  Bible  is  the 
word  of  God,  or  that  the  gofpel  is  of  a  divine  original,  yet 
they  are  in  a  hover  and  fafpenfe  about  it ;  like  the  worihip- 
pers  of  Baal,  they  halt  between  two  opinions,  they  neither 
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believe  nor  difbelieve  it ;  but  are  like  the  fcales  of  an  eveft 
balance^  ready  to  turn  either  to  this  or  the  other  fide.  Such 
are  unbelievers/ in  Chrift's  reckoning;  for  f '  be  that  is  not 
urith  me  (fays  he)  is  againft  xne." 

3.  When  though  a  perfon  may  be  convinced  in  his  niind, 
by  rational  arguments,  that  the  Bible  is  the  word  of  God, 
that  the  gofpel  is  of  a. divine  extras,  yet^oes  not  fall  in  with 
tiie  great  defign  of  the  fcriptures,  by  receiving  Chrift,  and  reft- 
ing  upon  him  alone  for  falvation,  as  he  is  there  prefented  and 
<  difcovered.  We  have  the  defign  of  the  whole  word  of  God 
expreifed  in  one  verfe,  John  xx.  31.  **  Thefe  things  are  writ* 
ten,  that  ye  might  bdieve  that  Jefus  is  the  Chrift  the  Son  of 
God/ and  that  believing  ye  miglit  have  life  through  his  name.'^ 
And  therefore  when  Chrift^is  not  received  as  the  promifed 
Mef&ah,  the'Saviour  of  the  world,  and  adually  improved  for 
thefe  ends  and  ufes  for  which  he  is  revealed  and  exhibited  ia 
the  word  ;  particularly  for  **  wifdom,  righteouCaefs,  fandifi- 
cation,  and  redemption ;''  in  this  cafe,  I  fay,  a  perfoa  falls 
under  the  heavy  charge  of  unbelief,  and  is  condemned  already. 
This  lafl  is  the  unbelief  which  I  take  to  be  principally  pointed 
at  in  my  text^  and  is  moft  frequerit  and  prevalent  among  die 
bearers  of  the  gofpel.     So  much  for  the  nature  of  unbelief. 

I  comefjecondfy,  to  inquire  a  little  into  fome  of  its  caufes : 
And,  among  many  that  might  be  named,  1  fhaU  tmly  menttoo 
thefe  few. 

I.  The  devil  has  a  great  hand  in  it.  Faith  is  the  great  eiu 
gine  whereby  his  kin^om  and  intereii  is  overthrown  in  the 
world  ;  and  therefore  he  ftudies,  by  might  and  main,  to  keep 
the  (inner  under  the  power  of  unbelief:  For  which  end,  be 
ufes  a  great  many  wiles  and  ftratagems.  His  firft  and  prin- 
cipal care  is«  to  hufli  the  houfe,  and  keep  it  in  peace  and 
quiet.  In  order  to  this,  he  perfuades  the  man  that  his  date 
is  good  enough  ;  that,  though  he  be  a  finner,  yet  his  fins  are 
but  fmall  and  venial ;  and  that  it  cannot  confift  with  the  jut 
tice  of  God  to  purfue  fuch  fmall  fins  with  eternal,  punifli- 
ment.  If,  notwithftanding  of  thefe  furmifes,  the  man's  Con* 
fcience  cannot  be  fatisfied,  but  it  begins  to  awaken,  challenge, 
and  fmite  him  ;  he  ftudies  to  lay  him  afleep  again,  with  the 
profpe6l  of  general  and  abfolute  mercy.  If  again  this  lying 
refuge  be  beat  down  by  the  hail  of  divine  terrors,  he  betakes 
himfelf  to  another  artifice ;  he  conceals  and  hides  the  attribute 
of  mercy,  prefepting  God  to  the  foul  as  an  implacable  and 
inexorable  Judge,  who  will  by  no  means  acquit  the  guilty ; 
and  thus,  by  hiding  the  remedy,  he  ftudies  to  drive  the  finner 
to  defpair.  And  indeed  the  devil  is  much  more  ikilled  in  re- 
prefenting  the  juftice  than  the  mercy  of  God  to  a  finner'a 

view. 
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view,  being  an  utter  ftranger  to  the  laft,  but  well  acquainted 
with  the  firft  from  his  fad  experieiice.  But  whatever  views 
he  gives  of  God  to  the  finner,  whether  in  his  juftice  or  mercy, 
his  defign  is  ftill  to  carry  the  foul  off  from  CJirift,  and  the 
mercy  of  God  running  in  the  channel  of  his  fatisfaitory 
blood.  By  prefenting  abfolute  mercy,  he  encourages  the  tin- 
ner to  go  on  in  fin,  hoping  to  be-faved,  though  lie  ne\rer  be 
fandiified  by  the  Spirit  of  Chrift.  When  he  prefents  the 
juflice  of  Gody  he  fludies  to  drive  the  (inner  to  a  liopelefs  de-» 
fpair  of  falvation  by  his  atoning  blood ;  and.  thereupon  the 
iinner  either  with  Judas  runs  to  a,  halter  for  eafe,  or  puts  on 
a  defp^ate  refolution,  that  if  he  be  damned,  he  ihall  be  damned 
for  fomething  ;  and  fo  takes  a  full  fwi^g  in  gratifying  his 
lufts,  crying  with  thefe,  fer.  ii.  25.  "  There  is  no  liope.  No, 
for  we  have  loved  ft  rangers,  and  after  them  will  we  go."  If, 
notwithftanding  of  the  utmoft  arts  and  efforts  of  hell,  .the  re- 
Eiedy  be  difcovered  to  the  iinner,  viz.  Cnrift,  as  the  alone 
foundation  God  hath  laid  in  Zion  ;  then  the  enemy  has  another 
itratagem  at  hand  to  difcourage  tiie  poor  finner  from  making, 
ufe  of  Chrift  ;  Ke  perfuades  the  man  that  he  is  not  fit  enough 
for  Chrift  j  he  muft  be  fo  humble,  fo  holy,  fo  penitent,  and 
have  this  atid  the  other  qualification,  before  he  adventure  to 
come  to  Ciirift,  O  if  I  were  fanftified,  mortified,  felf-denied, 
waftied,  then  Chrift  would  make  me  welcome.  This  is  nothing 
but  an  artifice  of  hell,  for  the  ruin  of  fouls,  perfuading  finners 
that  they  muft  bring  money  and  price  with  them  to  Chrift  ; 
that  they  muft  have  fuch  and  fuch  things  before  they  come 
to  Chrift,  which  are  only  to  be  got  by  an  actual  union  with  . 
him  by  faith.  Thus,  I  fay,  the  devil  has  a  great  hand  in  un- 
belief, it  being  the  very  ftrength  of  his  kingdom  j  and  fo  long 
as  he  keeps  this  hold  in  fafety,  he  is  very  eafy  what  fhapes  of 
morality,  civility,  or  profeffion,  a  man  may  caft  himfelf  into  ; 
for  he  knows  well,  that  he  who  believes  not,  ihall  be  damned, 
let  him  doelfe  whatever  he  pleafes. 

2.  Ignorance  i&  another  great  caufe  of  unbelief.  **  My 
people  (fays  the  I^rd)  are  deftroyed  for  lack  of  knowledge.'* 
Ij^orance  of  God,  in  his  holinefs,  juftice,  and  other  adorable 
excellencies  ;  ignorance  of  the  law  of  God  in  its  purity,  ex- 
tent, and  fpirituality  ;  ignorance  of  iin  in  its  exceeding 
finfulnefs  ;  ignorance  of  the  great  myftery  of  godlinefs,  the 
union  of  the  two  natures  in  the  perfon  of  our  wonderful  1m- 
MANUEL  ;  ignorance  of  his  fubftitution  in  the  room  of  finners, 
and  of  that  everlafting  and  law- magnifying  righteoufnefs  he  has 
brought  in  by  his  obedience  unto  the  death;  ignorance  of  the 
free  accefs  finne.rs  have  unto  Chrift,  and  his  whole  falvation, 
in  and  by  a  confirmed  teftament  or  promife,  which  is  put  in 
their  hands,  and  left  to  them,  Heb.  iv.  i,'\hat  they  may  ufe 
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and  claim  the  benefit  of  it  in  a  waj  pf  believing  :  I  fay,  the 
god  of  this  world'  he  "  blinds  the  minds  of  them  which  be- 
lieve not,"  that  they  may  not  know  thpfe  things  which  be- 
long to  their  eternal  peace ;  he  is  afraid,  "  left  the  light  of 
the  glorious  gofpel  of  Chrift,  who  is  the  image  of  God^ 
ihould  fhine  into  their  hearts."  I  am  perfuaded,  did  finners 
but  know  how  near  Chrift,  and  his  purchafed  falvation,  are 
brought  to  them  by  the  gofpel,  there  would  not  be  fo  many 
unbelievers  among  us.^  People  generally  look  on  Chrift,  and 
eternal  life  in  him,  as  things  that  are  far  out  of  their  reach  ; 
and  thereupon  they  turn  carelefs  and  eafy  about  them,  ha^ 
ving  no  hope  of  ever  attaining  them,  being  things  too  high 
and  great  for  them.  But,  O  Sirs,  this  is  only  a  vail  or  mift 
caft  before  your  eye$,  by  the  great  enemy  of  your  falvation^ 
that  you  may  not  fee  your  own  mercy  ;  for  were  your  eyes 
opened,  you  would  fee  Chrift,  and  all  the  bleflings  of  his  pur- 
chafe,  brought,  as  it  were,  within  the  very  reach  of  your  hand. 
The  manna  is  lying  round  your  tent*doors,  and  you  have  no 
more  ado  but  to  gather  and  ufe  it,  If*  xlvi.  i'^^  Rom.  x.  7.  8. 
John  vi.  32. 

3.  Pride  is  another  great  caufe  of  unbelief.  This  is  jiift 
the  .poifon  of  the  old  ferpent,  who  being  lifted  up  with  pride^ 
fell  into  condemnation.  By  pride  he  ruined  all  mankind  at 
firft,  Tejhall  he  as  gods  ;  and  by  pride  he  ftill  keeps  us  under 
his  power  :  hence  we  read  of  high  and  towering  imaginations 
in  the  heart  of  man,  which  exalt  themfelves  againft  the  know^ 
ledge  of  Chrift.  There  is  a  pride  in  the  heart  of  man,  by 
nature,  which  ftands  diredlly  oppofite  to  the  way  of  falvation 
by  grace  :  God  is  willing  to  give  life  but  we  will  needs  me- 
rit and  defer ve  it :  God  will  have  all  to  be  of  grace,  that 
boafting  may  be  excluded  ;  but  we  will'  have  all  in  a  way  of 
debt,  that  we  may  have  whereof  to  glory.  What,  fays  the 
proud  heart,  will  ever  God  give,  or  ihall  I  take,  eternal  life 
for  nothing  ?  No,  I  will  not  have  it,  unlefs  God  will  accepjt 
fome  equivalent,  fome  fervice  or  work  for  it.  **  Will  the  Lord 
be  pleafed  with  thoufands  of  rams  ?"  &c4k  The  pride  of  the 
heart  will  fet  a  man  a-work,  to  do  or  fuffer  any  thing  for  life 
and  falvation,  rather  than  believe  in  Chrift,  and  be  faved  in  % 
way  of  grace  ;  as  we  fee  in  the  cafe  of  the  poor  deluded  PapiftS:. 
They  will  rather  quit  their  kingdoms  and  thrones,  put  them- 
felves into  monafteries,  lie  on  hair,  live  on  alms,  tire  themr 
felves  by  faying  the  book  of  Pfalms  over  once  every'twenty- 
four  hours  ;  and  for  that  end  break  their  fleep,  by  riiing 
twice  or  thrice  a  night,  faying  fo  many  prayers  to  the  virgin 
Mary,  and  fo  this  and  the  other  faint ;  they  will  whip  them- 
felves, tear  their  bodies^  go  into  penances  and  long  pilgrim^* 
9gcs :  all  this,  and  pauch  more,  will  the^  do,  for  pardon  an4 
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fidvation,  rather  than  take  God's  method,  which  is  to  receive 
eternal  life,  as  the  free  gift  of  God,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our 
Lord.     Whence  comes  all  this  ftir,  but  only  from  the  pride 
of  oui;  ];iearts^  which  will  (loop  to  any  thing  of  our  own  de- 
vifing,  though  never  fo  bafe  and  mean,  rather  than  floop  to  be 
faved  in  a  way  of  grace?  That  is  a  ftrange  inftance  of  the  pride 
of  the  heart,  which  we  have,  Rom.  x.  3.  where  it  is  faid  of  the 
»  proud  felf-righteous  Jews,  "  they  went  about  to  eftabli(h  their 
own  righteouihefs,  and  would  not  fubmit  unto  the  righteouf^ 
nefs  of  God."     O  ftrange  !  fhall  a  poor  naked  beggar,  that 
has  not  a  rag  to  cover  him,  reckon  it  fubmiffion  or  humility 
.  in  him  to  accept  of  a  robe  ?    Shall  a  condemned  malefadot 
reckon  it  fubmiffion  to  receive  the  king's  pardon  ?  the  captive 
to  accept  of  liberty  ?  or  a  man  mortally  wounded  to  accept 
of  a  healing  balm  ?  Yet  this  is  the  very  cafe  with  us,  tjirough. 
the  pride  of  our  hearts  we  will  not  fubmit  to  the  righteouf- 
nefs  of  God,  but  will  needs  eftablifli  a  righteoufnefs  of  our 
own.    Nature,  though  affifted  by  external  revelation,  can  ne-  ' 
ver  think  of  another  way  of  falvation  than  that  of  the  firft 
Adam,  viz.  by  doing  and  working.    To  be  faved  and  juftified 
6y  the  doing  and  dying  of  another,  is  a  myftery  which  flefli 
and  blood  cannot  receive,  till  the  ftrength  of  natural  pride  be 
f>roken  by  the  almighty  pow^r  of  God;    Men  naturally  will 
wear  no  other  garment  than  that  which,  like  the  fpider,  they 
fpin  out  of  their  own  bowels.     But  what  fays  God,  If.  lix.  6. 
**  Their  webs  fhall  not  become  garments,  neither  flirJl  they 
cover  themfelves  with  their  works."     Man  will  needs  entfer 
into  life  and  glory,  by  the  door  of  the  law,  which  God  has 
condemned  and  barred  againft  all  mankind  fince  the  fall  ^ 
**  for  by  the  works  of  the  law  fhall  no  flefh  living  be  juftified.'* 
5irs,  aUow  me  to  tell  you,  that  God  never  defigned  to  bring 
man  to  life  by  the  law,  or  the  works  thereof:  no,  the  law  of 
works  was  only  intended  as  a  fcaffold,  by  which  he  meant  to 
rear  up  a  houfe  of  mercy,  in  which  he  defigned  to  harbour  a 
company  of  broken  dyvours  and  bankrupts,  that  they  might 
live  upon  his  charity  and  grace  for  ever :  and  iminediat^ly 
Upon  the  entry  of  fui,  the  fcaffold  of  the  law  as  a  covenant 
was  taken  down,  and  broken  in  pieces.     Oh  !  what  devilifh 
pride  is  it  in  us,  to  attempt  the  rebuilding  of  the  fcaffold,  that; 
we  may  climb  up  to  heaven  by  it,  rather  than  enter  the 
threfhold  of  the  houfe  of  mercy,  which  God  has  fefolvcd 
Jhall  he  built  up  for  ever  I  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  2.     Sirs,  allow  me 
to  tell  you,  however  high  you  may  climb  heaven-ward  upon 
the  fcaffold  of  the  law,  in  your  own  conceit,  and  in  the  efteem 
of  others  ;  yet  you  fhall  be  caji  down  into  hell^  likfc  Capernaum. 
Your  houfe  being  iuilt  upon  thefand,  it.  will  fall,  and  great 
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will  be  the  fall  thereof  "  Tlie  day  of  the  Lord  of  hofti 
fiiall  be  upon  every  one  that  is  proud  and  lofty ;  and  the 
loftinefs  of  roan  fliall  be  bowed  down,  and  the  haughtinefs 
of  men  Ihall  be  made  low  :  and  the  Lord  alone  fhall  be  ex- 
alted," If.  ii. 

4;  A  pretended  humility  and  felf-denial  is  another  great 
bar  in  the  way  of  believing  to  many.  They  thruft  away  Chriit 
and  the  mercy  of  God  from  them,  under  a  pretence  that  they 
are  not  fit  for  it.  O  I  fays  the  man,  I  am  fuch  a  helUdeferi 
ving  finner^  my  fins  are  fo  great,  tWUt  I  dare  not  think  of  co- 
ming to  Chrift  ;  he  was  never  intended,  for  the  like  of  inc. 
This  carries  a  fair  (hew  of  humility  and, felf-denial,  while  it 
is  only  a  devil  of  pride,  transforming  himfelf  into  an  angel 
of  light.  You  fay  you  are  not  worthy  of  the  mercy  of  God. 
1  anfwer.  It  is  very  true  \  but  then  yon  would  confider,  that 
mercy  could  not  be  mercy,  if  you  were  worthy  of  it ;  it 
would  be  merit,  and  not  mercy*:  grace  would  not  be  grace^ 
bur  debt,  if  you  could  defer ve  it.  This  way  of  thinking  or 
*  fpeaking  is  quite  fubverfive  of  a  covenant  of  grace,  where 
Chrift,  and  all  the  bleflings  of  his  purchafe,  are  made  over 
to  us,  in  the  form  of  a  teftamentary  deed,  or  free  gift  and 
legacy.  **  I  will  be  their  God,  and  they  fliall  be  my  people  : 
I  will  take  away  the  ftony  heart ;  I  will  fprinkle  thpm  with 
dean  water,"  &c.  In  thefe,  and  the  like  abfolute  and  unli-* 
mited  promifes,  the  grace  and  favour  of  God  in  a  Redeemer 
comes  i3  every  man's  door,  be  who  or  what  he  will ;  and  by 
thefe  great  and  precious  promifes,  we  muft  receive  Chrift, 
ftnd  apply  him  in  a  fuitablenefs  to  our  foul's  need,  •  or  peiifb 
for  ever.  And  to  refufe  Chrift,  and  his  falvation  tendered  in 
the  word  of  grace,  under  this  pretext,  that  we  are  great  fin- 
ners,  is  all  one,  as  if  a  traitor  ftiould  refufe  his  prince's  par-- 
don,  becaufe  he  has  been  in  arms  againft  him  ;  or  as  if  one 
ihould  refufe  to  accept  of  a  fiee  difcharge,  becaufe  he  is  'a 
bankrupt,  drowned  in  debt. 

5.  A  fecret  jealoufy,  as  if  God  were  not  in  good  earned 
with  lis,  when  he  offers  Chrift  and  his  falvation  to  ins  in  the 
gofpel.  I  am  afraid  that  t'lis  lies  at  bottom  with  many;  they 
do  not  really  believe,  that  God  is  willing  to  beftow  his  Chrift^ 
and  falvation  through  him,  upon  them,  though  he  be  every- 
day calling,  commanding,  befeeching,  and  intreating  them  to 
embrace  him.  But,  Sirs,  what  elfe  is  this,  but  to  charge  God 
with  treachery  and  difingenuity, .  as  if  he  faid  one  thing 
in  his  word,  and  intended  another  in  his  heart  ?  God  fays, 
"  He  is  not  willing  that  you  fhould  perifli  i"  yea,  he  {wears 
by  his  life,  that  he  has  no  pleafure  in  your  death,  but  rather 
that  you  turn  unto  him,  through  a  Redeemer,  and  live>  and 

yet. 
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yet,  to  think  or  fay  that  he  is  not  in  good  earncft,  what 
clfe  is  this,  but  to  make  God  a  liar,  yea,  to  charge  him  with 
perjury  ?  And  what  an  infufFerable  a^ront  is  this  unto  a 
God  of  truth,  for  whom  it  is  impoffible  to  lie  ?  We  can- 
not offer  a  greater  indignity  unto  a  man  than  to  call  him  a 
liar ;  yea,  if  we  but  inlinuate  a  jealoufy  of  his  veracity  and 
ingenuity,  it  is  enoucrh  to  exafperate  and  enrage  his  fpirits  ; 
for  '*  jealoufy  (fays  Solomon)  is  the  rage  of  a  man  :'*  and 
how  then  (hall  we  imagine  that  God  will  fit  with  it  ?  O 
Sirs  !  be  perfuaded  that  God  fpeaks  the  truth  in  his  heart  ^ 
his  words  of  grace  and  truth  in  the  fcripture,  are  the  fweet . 
pifture  of  his  thoughts.  And  therefore  beware  of  harbour- 
ing the  le^ift  jealoufy  in  your  hearts,  as  if  he  were  not  in  .;ood 
earaeft,  when  he  offers  his  Ciirifl  to  you,  and  commands  you 
to  receive  him,  and  his  whole  falvation. 
-  6.  People  their  finding  peace  and  eafe  in  fome  one  thing  or 
other  on  this  fide  Chrift,  is  another  great  caufe  of  unbelief. 
Perhaps  the  man  has  had  fome  challenges  and  wakenings  ; 
thereupon  he  falls  to  his  prayers,  vows,  promifes,  and  refo- 
lutions,  to  be  a  better  man  in  time  coming,  and  better  fervant  to 
God;  upon  this  he  finds  quiet  and  ea'e,  and  there  he  refts,  with** 
out  ever  coming  to  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  But,  Sirs,  asfure 
as  God  lives,  this  is  but  a  refuge  of  lies,  a  hiding-place  which  * 
the  hail  flia.l  fweep  away.  Do  not  mifi:ake  me;  I  am  not  dif- 
fuading  you  from  duties,  but  only  perluadirig  you  not  to  reft 
in  your  duties  ;  let  duties  be  as  waggons  to  carry  your  fouls 
to  Chrift,  who  is  the  end  of  the  law,  and  of  all  the  du- 
ties it  enjoins  ;  for  when  you  reft, in  them  as  a  righteoufnefs 
or  ground  of  acceptance  before  God,  they  become  a  bar  in 
the  way  of  your  coming  to  Chrift,  and  they  prove  foul-damn- 
ing and  ruining  things,  inftead  of  being  the  caufes  or  means 
of  falvation.  And  therefore  go  a  little  further  than  thefe ; 
do  .  not  make  a  plafter  of  them  to  heal  the  wound  of  con- 
fcience;  for  if  your  healing  do  not  come  from  urider  the  wings 
of  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs,  the  wound  will  fefter,  and  prove 
deadly  in  the  iffue.  Let.  him  O'lly  be  the  well-fpring  of 
your  comfort,  who  is  the  confolation  of  Ifrael,  and  in 
whom  all  our  well-fprings  are.  We  read  of  the  brook  Che- 
rith,  which  fupplied  the  pfophet  P^lijah  with  water  for  a 
time ;  but  at  length  the  brook  dried  up,  and  he  had  periftied, 
nnlefs  God  had  brought  him  to  a  fpring  of  water.  .  Jnft  fo 
is  it  with  many  :  they  lie  for  a  long  time  by  the  brooks  of 
their  own  duties  ;  and  finding  fome  fort  of  cafe  and  comfort 
there,  confcience  is  pacified,  and  they  rejoice,  becaufe  they 
think  God  will  pity  and  fave  them,  while  tliey  have  done  as 
well  as  they  can.     But  depend  on  it,  thefe  brooks  will  dry 
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up,  and  your  fouls  will  ftarve  and  perifli  for  ever,  if  you  4^ 
noty  by  faith,  come  to  the  fountain  opened  in  the  houfe  of 
David,  and  draw  water  out  of  this  well  of  falvation  O 
come.  Sirs,  to  this  open  and  overflowing  fountain  :  **  Who- 
foever  will,  let  him  come,  and  drink  of  the  waters  of  life 
freely  :"  here  you  Ihall  find  water  in  the  time  of  the  greateft 
drought.  If.  xli.  17.  **  When  the  poor  and  needy  feek  wa- 
ter," in  duties,  ordinances,  and  created  comforts,  **  and  there 
is  none,  and  their  tongue  faileth  for  thirft,  I  the  Lord  will 
hear  them,  1  the  God  of  Ifrael  will  no|:  forfake  them."  Jer. 
xvii.  7.  8.  "  Blefled  is  the  man  that  trufleth  in  the  Lord, 
and  whofe  hope  the  Lord  is.  For  he  fliall  be  as  a  tree  plant- 
ed by  the  waters,  and  that  fpreadeth  out  her  roots  by  the 
river,  and  (hall  not  fee  wi^ea  heat  cometh  ;  but  her  leaf  fliall 
be  green  ;  and  fliall  not  be  careful  in  the  year  of  drought,  nei- 1 
ther  fliall  ceafe  from  yielding  fruit."  So  then,  beware  of  reft- 
ing  on  this  fide  of  Chrift.  Many  other  caufes  of  unbelief 
might  be  condefcended  upon  ;  but  I  wave  them  at  prcfent, 

ir.  The  fecond  general  head  propofed  was,  to  give  fome . 
account  of  the  condemnatory  fentence  faffed  a gainji  this  crime  of 
unbelief    The  unbeliever  is  condemned  already.    Here  1  fliall, 
I.  Prove  that  fentence  is  pafled.     2.  She^/  in  what  courts  it 
is  pafled.     3.  Give  fome  qualities  of  the  fentence. 

Firf^  I  would  prove,  that  fentei  ce  is  pafled  againft  the 
unbeliever.  I  need  not  ftand*  to  prove  this,  when  it  lies  fd 
plain  and  clear  in  the  text.  He  that  believeth  noty  is  condemned 
already.  The  word  rendered  to  condemn^  is  forenfic,  bor- 
rowed from  courts  of  judgement,  where  the  malefaftor  or 
guilty  perfon  is  arraigned  and  indited  before  the  judge,  his 
crime  made  legally  evident,  and  then  fei.tence  paflTed  againll 
him,  according  to  the  nature  and  demerit  of  his  crime.  So 
here,  the  unbeliever  is,  as  it  were,  arraigned  before  the  bar  of 
divine  juftice  ;  procefs  is  led  againfl  him,  and  he  found  guilty 
of  the  violation  of  the  royal  law  of  Heaven,  and  of  contemn- 
ing the  glorious  remedy  provided,  and  offered  in  the  gofpel ; 
and  thereupon  fentence  goes  forth  againft  him,  from  the  mouth 
of  the  great  Judge,  who  hath  juftice  and  judgement  for  the 
habitation  of  his  throne.  This  "man  believes  not  in  my  Son, 
and  therefore  1  condemn  him  to  death  everlafting  ;  he  rejects 
the  Saviour  of  finners^  and  theretore  let  him  die  in  his  fins  j 
he  would  needs  feek  life  by  the  law  as  ?.  covenant,  and  there- 
fore let  the  curfe  of  that  covenant  lie  on  him  for  ever.  See, 
to  the  fame  purpofe,  the  laft  verfe  of  this  chapter,  "  He  that 
beJieveth  not  the  Son,  fliall  not  fee  life  j  but  the  wrath  of  God 

abideth  on  2iixn«"  " 

Secondly  ^ 


\ 

■I 
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Secondly^  I  come  to  tell  you  in  what  courts  the  unbeliever 
35  condemned. 

1.  Then,  He  is  already  condemned  in  the  court  of  the 
"MsLW  as  a  covenant,  by  which  he  is  feeking  to  be  juftified  and 
tCaved  :  Rom.  iii.  19.  "  Now  we  know,  that  what  things  foe- 
^ver  the  law  faith,  it  faith  to  them  who  are  under  the  law:  that 
^jvery  mouth  may  be  flopped,  and  all  the  world  may  become 
,guilty  before  God."  Every  unbeliever  is  upon  a  law-bottom, 
lie  is  feeking  falvation  and  righteoufnefs  by  the  works  of  the 
law,  by  f9me  good  thing  or  other,  which  he  apprehends  to  be 
in  him,  or  done  by  him,  or  which  he  hopes  to  do.     But  I 
may  fay  to  you,  who  are  of  this  law-fpirit,  as  Chrift  faid  to 
the  felf-righteous  Pharifees,  John  v.  45.  "  There  is  one  that 
accufeth  you,  even  Mofes,   in  whom  ye  truft  ;"  where,  by 
Mofes,  we  mud  underftand  the  law  of  Mofes.     The  fame 
fey  I  to  you.  The  law  accufeth  and  condemneth,  it  is  denoun- 
cing its  heavy  anathemas  againft  you,  while  you  cleave  to  it 
as  a  covenant :    "  As  many  as  are  of  the  works  of  the  law, 
are  under  the  curfe  ;    for  it  is  written,   Curfcd  is  every  one 
tfiat  continueth  not  in  all   things  which  are  written  in  the 
^ook  of  the  law  to  do  them."     While  you  are  out  of  Chrift, 

*^^eaving  to  the  law  as  a  hufband,  it  lays  you  under  the  curfe 

"^r  every  and  the  leaft  failure  in  obedience.   O  Sirs,  the  ven- 

S'^ance  of  Heaven  lies  upon  you,  while  you  are  under  the 

^^wer  of  unbelief;  you  are  curfed  in  your  halket  and  florr, 

■^^^  foul  and  body,  and  all  that  belongs  to  you  :  and  the  curfe 

^^  K)t  being  caufelefs,  it  (hall  come ;  yea,  it  cleaves  to  you,  and 

^^X^ill  cleave  to  you  for  ever,  unlefs  by  faith  you  flee  to  him 

^^^ho  "  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  law,  being 

^^^■^lade  a  curfe  for  us." 

2.  The  unbeliever  is  already  condemned  in  the  gofpel- 
^^^ourt.  Now,  do  not  miftake  this  way  of  fpcaking,  as  if, 
7^^-=vhen  I  fpeak  of  the  gofpel-court,  1  meant,  as  if  the  gofpel, 
^^ririftly  confidered,  condemned  any  man  :    the  gofpel,  like  its 

^^^lorious  Author,   comes  not  in^o  the*  world  to  condemn  the 
"^^vorld,  but  that  the  world,  through  it,  might  be  faved.   Nei- 
"'^her  do  I  mean,  as  if  there  were  ncv/  precepts  and  penalties 
^n  the  gofpel,  confidered  in  a  ft r  161  fenfe,  which  were  never 
"^found  in  the  book  or  court  of  the  law.     This  is  an  aftertion 
'^i^hich  has  laid  the  foundation  for  a  train  of  damnable  and 
'ibul.ruining  errors ;  as  of  the  Antinomian  error,  in  difcard- 
ingthe  whole  moral  law  as  a  rule  of  obedience  under  t'^cgof- 
fel ;  the  Baxterian  error,  of  an  evangelical  righteoufnefs  dif- 
ferent from  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  ;    the  Pela- 
^an  and  Arminian  error,  of  a  fuflicient  grace  given  to  every 
^an  that  hears  the  gofpel,  to  believe  and  repent  by  his  own 
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power.  But  when  I  fpeak  of  the  unbeliever's  being  con- 
demned in  the  court  of  the  gofpel,  my  meaning  is,  that  the 
fentenct  pafled  againft  him  in  the  court  of  the  law,  is  ag- 
greged  \-A  i.'eigDtei.ed  by  his  contempt  of  gofpel-grace.  AU 
I  intei.c  by  it  is  coniprifed  in  that  awful  word,  Heb.  ii.  3, 
"  How  fhall  we  efcape^  if  we  negleft  fo  great  a  falvation  ?" 
or  that,  Heb.  x.  28.  29.  ^'  He  that  defpifed  Mofes  law, 
died  w  thou t  mercy,  under  two  or  three  witneffes  ;  of  how 
much  forer  puuiflup,ent,  fuppofe  ye,  fliall  he  be  thought  wor- 
thy, who  hath  tr'^uen  uridtr  foot  the  Son  of  Gad,  and  hath 
counted  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  wherewith  he  was  fanfti- 
fied,  an  unholy  thing  ?" 

3.  The  unbeliever  is  condemned  already  in  the  court  of 
his  own  conicience.  Conicieiice  is  God's  deputy  and  vice- 
gerent, ?.nd,.in  the  nantr  and  autlority  of  the  God  of  heaven, 
it  keeps  a  court  in  every  luan's  breaft,  and  eiti;er  approves  or 
condemns,  accufeth  or  excufeth,  accor-.lin,«y  to  the  views  and  up- 
takings  t!:at  it  hath  of  the  holy  law  of  Gnd.  When  tliclaw  is 
only  known  by  confcience  in  the  letter  of  it,  it  condemns  only 
for  fins  which  lie  againll  the  letter  of  the  law  ;  but  when 
confcience  comes  to  be  irradiate/;  and  inltrufted  by  the  Spi- 
rit of  God,  in  the  fpintuality  and  extent  of  the  law,  tlien  it 
condemns  even  for  thefe  fpiritual  witkednefles,  that  are  of 
a  more  refined  nature,  and  which  lodge  in  the  high  places  of 
the  foul*;  of  which  kind  is  the  fin  of  unbelief,  A  natural  con- 
fcience, ev<en  though  aflifted  by  external  revelation,  will  fmite 
a  man  for  a  thoufand  fins,  before  it  gives  him  one  check  for 
his  unbelief.  This  fecms  to  be  the  peculiar  province  of  the 
Spirit  of  God,  to  '*  convince  the  world  of  fin,  becaufe  they 
believe  not  in  Chrift,'*  John  xvi.  8.  9.  And  O  !  when  once 
confcience,  by  the  diredion  of  tlie  Spirit,  begins  to  fmite  for 
this  fin  of  unbelief,  there  is  no  fin  in  the  world  that  appears 
•in  fuch  a  formidable  hue  ;  and  there  is  no  fin  that  the  worm 
of  confcience  will  gnaw  a  man  fo  much  for  in  hell  through  eter- 
nity, than  that  he  had  a  Saviour  in  his  offer,  and  yet  refufcd 
him.  In  a  word,  let  a  man  be  never  fo  n  oral  and  fober,  let 
him  have  never  fo  much  feeming  peace  and  quiet,  yet  he  ftill 
carries  an  evil  confcience  in  his  breaft,  till  by  faith  he  come 
to  get  his  heart  fprinkled  from  an  evil  confcience  by  the 
blood  of  fprinkling,"  Heb.  x.  22. 

4.  The  ukjbeliever  is  already  condemned  in  the  court  of  the 
church  ;  or,  may  I  call  it,  in  the  minifterial  court.  Minifters. 
by  virtue  of  the  conimi/Iion  they  have  received  from  their 
great  Lord  and  M  alter,  niuft  "  go  and  preach  the  gofpel  to 
every  creature."  And  having  aited  according  to  their  com- 
iniiEon,  they  muft,  in  the  fame  authority  declare,  that  he 

%  who 
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>who  -jbdieve^this  gofpel,  ihall  be  iaded  ;  he  who  helieveth 
•noty  flmll  be  damned.  Indeed^ -this  minifterial  fentence  is  but 
little  j^garded  bjr  a  profane  and  fecure  wodd,  who  are  ready 
'to  iajT  or  thidk^  that  our  words  are  •l>ut -wind.  JBut  whether 
.  finners  hefr  or  forbear,  we  muil^  by  our  comraiffion,  declare 
r^  the  righteous  or  'belietcr,  "  it  ibaU  be  well  with  him:" 
JHit  'f^o  unto  the  wicked^  it  fiiall  be  ill  with  him  ;  for  the 
'xewaKd  of  hvs  hands  ihall  be  given  him."  And  whenthk 
jnrnifterial  *fenteoce,  whether  do£lrinal  or  judicial,  is  faith* 
iilUy, pronounced,  whatever  men  may  think  of  it,  it  is  rati^. 
fiedin  heaven  :  Matth.  xvi.  19.  "  Whatfoever  ye  Ihall  bind 
ron  toarth,  fhall  -be  bound  in  heaven ;  and  whatfoeyer  ye  ihall 
deofe-on  earth,  ihall  be  loofed  in  heaven." 

•5.  The  unbeliever  is  condemned  in  the  court  of  the  greaf: 
'Cyod.  It  is  true,  every  one  of  thefe  courts  I  have  mentioned 
is  his  ;  he  iits  as  fupreme  Judge  in  each  of  them  :  but  they 
are  only  his  inferior  courts ;  and  while  the  iinner*s  fentence 
16  in  dependence  before  them,  there  is  ilill  accefs  for  an  ap- 
j)eal  by  faith  unto  a  throne  of  grace,  or  mercy-feat.  But 
when  once  a  man  comes  to-be  perfonally  fifted  before  the  bar 
.of-Grod  at  death  or  judgement,  no  further  appeal  can  be  ad* 
jnitted :  'the  man  then  goes  out  of  mercy's  reach ;  he  that 
jnade  him  will  have  no  mercy  upon  him ;  the  things  that  be^ 
longed  to  his  peace,  are  then  for  ever  hid  from  his  eyes.  O 
that  an  unbelieving  world  may  lay  this  to  heart  in  time,  be- 
•fore  their  cslfe  become  abfolutely  hopelefs^  and  helpkfs  : 
*VConfider  this,  ye  that  forget  God,  leil  he  tear  you  in  pieces^ 
when  there  is  none  to  deliver.** 

'2^iHr^,.reometo.give  you  a'few  qualities  of  thisTentence 
of  condemnation  pailed  againit  the  unbelieving  iinner. 

I.  fit  is  a  moft  mature  and  deliberate  fentence  5  the  fen- 
tience  is  well  advifed  and  ripened^  before  it  be  pronounced  or 
^executed.  **  The  Lord  is  a'Gk)d  of  judgement,"  and  can  do 
nothing 'that  is  raih  or  precipitate.  •*  The  Lord  is  a  God  of 
kuDwloige,  and  by  him  adiions  are  weighed;"  he  ponders 
the  brime,  before  he  fentence  the  criminal.  It  was  refolved 
anKmg  the  eounfels  of  heaven,  from  all  eternity,  that  every 
tiobelieving  iinner  ihould  be  condemned  to  the  "  lak^  which 
burneth  with  fire  and  brimilone,  which  is  the'fecond  death," 
Rev.  xxi.  8. 

a.  It  is  a  moil  Tighteous  fentence,  as  will  appear  when  we 
come  to  fpeak  of  the  grounds  upon  which  it  proceeds.  O 
Sirs,  God.  will  be  clear  when  he  judges  ;  yea,  fo  clear,  that 
.  the  guilty  pannel,  before  all  be  done,  will  be  made  to  fub- 
fcribe  uato  the  equity  of  the  fentence,  and  own  that  his  blood 
36  uiDon  his  own  head.  As  juitice  fatisfied,  and  judgement 
-  Vol.  I.  Z  z  executed 
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executed  upon  the  Surety,  is  the  foundation  of  a  throne  <fj^ 
grace,  where  the  believing  (inner  is  acquitted  and  abfolved ; 
fo  vindidive  juftice  and  judgement,  terminating  on  the  perfoa 
of  the  (inner,  is  the  habitation  of  the  throne  of  juftice,  where 
the  unbeliever  is  condemned.  « 

3.  It  is  a  moft  awful  and  terrible  fentence ;  and  it  cannot 
be  otherwife,  for  it  is  pronounced  by  a  terrible  Judge : 
**  With  God  is  terrible  majefty.  He  cutteth  off  the  fpirit  of 
princes,  and  is  terrible  to  the  kings  of  the  earth***  The  fcQi- 
tence  goes  forth  from  a  terrible  tribunal,  a  bench  clothed  with 
red  vengeance.  The  nature  of  the  fentence  itfelf  is  terribly 
for  it  is  a  fentence  of  condemnation.  To  be  condemned  to 
a  natural  or  bodily  death,  is  terrible ;  but  to  be  condemned 
to  eternal  death,  to  be  "  puniflied  with  everlafting  deftrudion 
from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  and  from  (or  by)  the  glory  of 
his  power,'*  has  a  terror  in  it,  that  furpafies  ezprefliion  and 
imagination. 

4.  When  the  fentence  comes  to  be  uttered  by  God  againft 
the  unbeliever,  perfonally  compearing  before  his  tribunal^ 
upon  the  back  of  death,  it  becomes  an  irrevocable  fentence, 
which  ihall  never  be  repealed  through  eternity  ;  it  ftands  ra- 
tified for  ever  :  as  the  tree  falls,  fo  will  it  lie ;  for  God*s  lo^ 
ving-kindnefs  is  not  declared  in  the  grave,  nor  his  faithful* 
nefs  in  the  land  of  darknefs. 

III.  The  third  thing  in  the  methpd  was,  to  inquire  into  the 
grounds  of  this  condemnatory  fentence.  And,  among  many 
others,  I  Ihall  inftance  in  the  few  following. 

I.  The  unbeliever  is  condemned  already,  becaufe,by  his 
unbelief  he  has  offered  the  higheft  indignity  to  a  Trinity  of 
perfons  in  the  glorious  Godhead,  that  a  creature  is  capable  of. 
He  defpifes  the  love  of  the  Father,  who,  out  of  his  good- will 
and  kindnefs  to  a  loft  world,  "  gave  his  only-begotten  Son.** 
He  gives  him  to  be  incarnate ;  he  gives  him  unto  death ; 
and  gives  him  and  his  whole  purchafe  in  the  revelation  of  the 
gofpel,  "  that  whofoever  believeth  in  him,  (hould  not  periflt, 
but  have  everlafting  life.  But  now  the  unbeliever  he  defpifes 
all  the  riches  of  this  grace  and  love,  and  praftically  fays,  that 
the  unfpeakable  gift  of  God  is  not  worthy  to  be  taken  up  at 
his  foot.  And  as  he  defpifes  the  love  of  the  Father,  fo  he 
tramples  upon  the  blood  of  the  Son,  as  if  it  were  an  unholy 
thing.  He  fays  upon  the  matter,  that  Chrift  Ihed  his  blood 
in  vain  ;  hence  unbelievers  are  faid  to  **  crucify  the  Son  of 
God  afrefh  ;**  they  re-adb  the  bloody  tragedy  that  was  once 
afted  upon  Mount  Calvary  ;  and,  upon  the  fame  account,  the 
unbelieving  communicant  is  faid  to  be  "  guilty  of  the  body 
I  and 
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^ftnd  blood  of  the  Lord."  Again,  the  unbelieving  finner^ 
he  fins  againft  the  H0I7  Ghoft.  1  do  not  mean  that  every 
mnbeliever  is  guilty  of  the  unpardonable  fin,  for  then  we 
iicjded  not  preach  the  gofpel  to  them.  But  I  naean,  that  eve- 
ry unbeliever,  in  rejefting  Chrift,  he  runs  dire&ly  crofs  to 
the  work  and  oiEce  of  the  Spirit,  in  the  economy  of  redemp- 
tion. It  is  the  office  of  the  Spirit  to  convince  the  world  ofjin^ 
hecasife  they  believe  not  in  Chri/l ;  but  the  mian  is  fo  far  from 
owning  this,  that  he  pradically  denies  unbelief  to  be  any  fin  at 
all*  it  is  the  office  of  the  Spirit  to  convince  of  righteoufnefsy 
»•  tn  of  the  neceffity  and  excellency  of  ^he  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrift  for  juftification  :  but  the  unbeliever,  he  goes  about  to 
eftabliih  a  righteoufnefs  of  his  own,  and  will  not  fubmit  to, 
this  righteoufnefs  of  God.  It  is  the  office  o^  the  Spirit  to 
glorify  Chrift,  to  "  take  of  the  things  of  Chrift,  and  ffiew 
^em  unto  us:"  But  the  unbeliever  upon  the  matter  fays^ 
^^  There  is  no  form  nor  comelinefs  in  him,  why  he  fliould 
fee  defired."  Thus,  I  fay;  the  unbeliever  aSrouts  a  whole 
Trinity,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft ;  and  therefore  he  is: 
condemned  already. 

2.  The  unbeliever  is  condemned  already,  becaufe  he  has  iq. 
jured  all  the  glorious  attributes  and  perfedions  of  tHe  divine 
nature*  He  rebels  againft  awful  and  adorable  majefty  and 
fovereignty.  The  authority  of  God  is  in  a  peculiar  manner 
interpofed  in  the  command  of  believing  \  God  fpeaks  of  this 
command  as  if  he  had  never  given  another  command  to  the 
fons  of  men,  i  John  iii.  23.  ^^  This  is  his  commandment^ 
that  we  fhould  believe  on  the  name  of  tiis  Son  Jefus  Chrift.'' 
Now,  the  unbeliever,  he  flies  in  the  face  of  all  this  authori- 
ty, faying,  with  proud  Pharaoh,  "  Who  is  the  Lord^  that  I 
ihould  obey  him  ?*'  Let  the  Almighty  depart  from  me ;  for 
I  defire  not  the  knowledge  of  his  ways.  Again,  the  maa 
makes  a  mock  of  the  the  mafter-piece  of  Infinite  Wifdom, 
jBS  though  it  were  nothing  but  arrant  folly.  The  device  of 
falvation  through  a  Redeemer,  is  the  wifdom  of  God  in  a 
fny fiery  ,•  it  is  hidden  wifdom :  but  the  unbeliever,  with  the 
Greeks,-  calls  it  Joolijhnefs  ;  and,  with  the  Athenians,  looks 
on  it  as  mere  habhlingy  when  it  is  brought  out  in  a  gofpel- 
revelation.  The  unbeliever,  he  alfo  fpurns  againft  the  bowels 
of  infinite  and  amazing  love  ;  yea,  as  it  were,  runs  a  fpear 
into  the  bowels  of  a  compafiionate  God,  whicli  ^re  fending 
out  a  found  after  him,  "  O  turn  ye,  turn  ye  j  why  will  ye 
die  ?  As  1  live,  I  have  no  pleafiire  in  your  death.  He  dares 
and  challenges  Omnipotency  to  do  its  worft,  while  he  re* 
fufes  to  take  fanftuary  in  Chrift,  and  to  turn  in  to  the  ftrong 
hold,  where  he  may  be  flieltercd  from  the  ftorin,  wind,  and 
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temped  of  divine  vengeance.  He  laughs  at  the?  {baking  of 
God*s  fpear,  and  the'  whetting  of  his  glittering  fwonlr  He 
gives*  the  lie  alfoto  the  veracity  of  God,  i  John*  v.  le.  **Hip 
that  believeth  noc.God,  hath- made  hina  a- liar:'*  not  asif  ^o» 
cbuld  do  fo- indeed  ;  for  God  will  be  true,  and  every  nian.» 
liar :  but  the  unbeliever  does  what  he  can  to  mske  6od'  a^ 
liar;  This  is  the  language  of  his  fifi,  CJbd-is  a  liar^  he  is*  not' 
to  be  trufted,  there  is  no  truth-  in-  his-  Words.  Which  is- 
M^fphemy  in  the- higheft  degree.  Thusv  I  fay,  the  unbdiiu' 
ying  finYier,.  he  injures  God  in  ^l  his  gl6rious  excelliencie8«: 
Antfis  it  any  -wonder  then  though  he  be  conden»ied  already?" 
3.  Another  ground  of  this  awful' fen tenc6  is,  beeaufe  riio 
man' counterafts,  and  runs  diredly  crofs  to  the  meft- glorious^ 
defigns  that  ever  G^d  had  in  view ;  I  mean-,  his  defigns  ia 
thfe  work  of  redemption  through  Chiift.  I  fhallonly  dbar 
this  in  two  or  three  inftances.  (i.)  GrodVdefign  in  redemption 
was  the  illuftration  and  manifeilation  of  his  own*  glorious  ex- 
cellencies, which  were  fuUi^d  or  obfcured  by  the  finrof  mant 
but  the  unbeliever,  as  was  fliewed  juft  now,  does  his  utfeermoft 
to  darken  and  affront  every  one  of  them.  (2, }  God's  defiga  is^ 
that  in  all  things  Ghrift  fhould  have  the  pre^oiniaency  ^  that 
he  fhould  have  *'  a  name  above  every  name^  that  at  the  nam0. 
of  Jefus  every  knee  fhould  bow."  But  now  the  unbeliever^ 
like  the  devil,  being  lifted  up  with  pride,  refufes  to  bow^  ob 
fubmit  to  that  name,  Jehovah-tsidkenu,  Tbt  Lord  om^ 
rigbteoufnefs^  Jer.  xxiii.  6.  Rom.  x.  3,  He  refefes  to  own  of 
bow  unto  that  royal  name  written  upon  his  thigh  and  veHurej 
Rev,  xix.  16.  The  King  of  kings,  and-  Lord  of  lorbs. 
He  joins  in  a  confederacy  with  thofe  who  refufe  to  ftoop  unto 
his  royal  fceptre,  faying,  **  Let  us  break  his  bands  afunder, 
and  cafl  away  his  cords  from  us,"  Pfal.  ii.  3.  (3.)  God's  de- 
fign  in  redemption  i^  that  grace  only  fhould  reign,  and  that  aH 
ground  of  boafting  and  gloriation  fhould  be  cut  off  from  naaa 
for  ever,  fo  as  he  that  glorieth  may  glory  only  in  the  Lord^ 
But  now  the  unbeliever's  language  is.  Not  grace  but  felf  ihcdl 
reign.  He  choofes  rather  to  be  damned  for  ever,  thaai  fubmit 
to  grace's  -government,  "  reigning  through  righteoufnefs  unto 
eternal  life,  by  Jefus  Chrift  our  jlord."  What,  fays  the  man^ 
will  not  "  God  be  pleafed  with  thoufands  of  rams  ?"  Sec.  If 
God  will  give  him  life  for  fome  equivalent,  fodie  good  thing 
wrought  in  him  or  by  him,  he  is  content,;  but  to  take  it  for 
nothing  as.  the  gift  of  free  grace,  through  Jefus  Chrifl  our 
Lord,  this  is  too  low  a  bargain  for  his  proud  heart  to  floop 
to.  And  for  this  pride  of  his  heart,  which  makes  him  to  run 
crok  unto  God's  glorious  defigns  in  redemption,  he  is  con- 
demiied  already. 
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4»  He  is  condemned  already/  bccaufe  his  fin  (t  mean  htSi 
unbelief)  is  of  a- more  criminal  nature,  in.Gkid's  reckonings 
thsa  any  other  fin  that  can  be  named  or.  thought,  upoft.  The: 
&moBAdaxK^  in*  eating  the  forbidden  fruity  was  a.mo&aggra?- 
vated  crimcw  For  a  creature  newlj  dropt  out  of  his  Greator^si 
fingeesy  a  creature  dignified  with  the  livelj.  image  of  God  up** 
on  ham,  exalted  unto  fovereigntj  over  this  lower  world,  ha« 
ving  all  things  put  under  his  feet :  I  (ay,  for  fuch  a  creature^- 
upon'  a  (lender  temptation,  to  turn  his  back  on  God,  and  cafl: 
himfelf  into  the  deviUs  arms,  to  ruin  himfelf  and  the  whole 
tribe  of  mankind  at  one  blow ;  this,  no  doubt^  was  a  molit 
crying  fin«  But  yet  the  fin  of  unbelief  far  furpafies  it :  foe 
our  firft  parents  th^-  finned  only  againd  God  as  a  Creator  ; 
but  the  unbeliever  fins  againft  him  as  a  Redeemer,  confb^ 
quently  he  fins  againil  more  love  than  they  could  fio  agaioA, 
befiore  the  revelation,  of  Chriil.  Again,  unbelief  is  more  cri- 
minal than  the  fin  of  the- Jews  in  crucifying  of  the  Lord  of 
glory ;  they  crucified  him  when  vailed  and  difguifed  undcc 
the  form  of  a  fervanC ;  but  the  unbeliever-  crucifies  him  upon 
l^s  throne,  when  the  evidences  of  his  being  the  true  Meifiak 
are  completed  by  his  refurre&ion  from:  the  dead,  Rom.  i.  4. 
It  would  be  a  crime  of  a  far  more  capital  nature,  to  maltreat 
a  king  fitting  on  the  throne,  with  all  his  nobles  about  him^ 
than  to  maltreat  him  when  under  a  difguife,  fitting  upon  the 
dunghiU  with  a  company  of  beggars  about  him  :  yet  the  for* 
mer  is  the  cafe  witia  the  unbeliever.  Again,  unbelief  is 
worfe  than  the  fin  of  Sodom,  which  provoked  God  to  raio 
hell  out  of  heaven  upon  its  inhabitants.  Ch rift  tells  us  that 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah  will  have  a  cold  hell  in  compafifoo  of 
thefe  who  have  had  the  offers  of  a  Saviour  in  the  gofpel,  and 
yet  have  reje^ed  him.  Matth.  xi.  24,  **  It  (hall  be  more  to* 
lerable  for  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  in  the  day  of  judgement^ 
than  for"  Chorazin,  Bethfaida,  Capernaum,  and  other  cities 
where  Chrift  had  preached.  Again,  all  the  fins  of  the  blind- 
ed nations  are  not  comparable  to  the  fin  of  unbelief.  We 
have  a  black  roll  of  their  fins,  Rom.  i.  toward  the  clofe :  but 
.  yet  Chrift  fpeaks  of  them  as  no  fins,  in  comparifon  of  the  fin 
of  thofe  who  remain  in  unbelief  under  the  drop- of  the  gofpel: 
**  If  I  had  not  come,  and  fpoken  unto  them,  they  had  not  had 
fin  :  but  now  they  have  no  cloke  for  their  fin."  Witchcraft 
is  a  very  monftrous  fin  ;  for  a  man  or  woman  to  enter  into 
compact  with  the  devil,  and  give  themfelves  foul  and  body  to 
be  his  for  ever :  and  yet  the  unbeliever  he  does  the  fame 
upon  the  matter;  for  he  is  in  league  with  hell,  and  with  death 
is  he  at  an  agreement.  I  remember,  the  rebellion  of  Saul 
againft  the  exprefs  command  of  God,  oideuu^  Vv\\si  w\Xvt\^  \a 


37°  Vnbelief  Arraigned^  \3c.  at  the  Bar  of  God. 
deilroy  the  Amalekites,  is  cou spared  to  the  fin  of  witchcraft; 
I  Sam-  XV.  23*  Now,  the  uuholiever  (as  was  faid)  he  rebeb 
againft  the  greateft  command  that  was  ever  .iffiied  out  from 
,  the  throne  of  the  Majefly  on  high.  I  ihall  oolj  add^  that  uin 
/belief  is  a  fin  attended  with  aggravations  which  are  not  to  be 
found  in  the  fin  of  devils.  The  devil  never  reje&ed  a  Sa* 
viour^  as  the  unbeliever  does  ;  for  ^'  he  took  not  on  him  the 
nature  of  angels,  but  the  feed  of  Abraham."  Some  think, 
that  the  devil,  and  his  angels  who  joined  himy  were  cad  out 
of  heaven  for  refufing  to  be  fubjed  to  God  in  man's,  nature^ 
when  intimation  of  this  defign  was  made  in  heaven.  No 
doubt  he  would  have  been  well  enough  pleafed  to  fubjeft 
himfelf  to  God,  manifelling  himfelf  in  the  nature  of  angels ; 
but  to  be  fubjed  to  God  manifefted  in  the  flelh,  he  looked 
upon  it  as  a  difparagement.  But  the  unbeliever  he  rejeds 
God  appearing  in  his  own  nature,  faying,  "  We  will  not  have 
this,  man  to  rule  over  us."  Is  it  any  wonder  then,  though 
the  unbeliever  be  condemned  already  ? 

5.  He  is  condemned  already,  becaufe  unbelief  is  the  fpring 
and  ringleader  of  all  other  fins.  £.very  fin  is  a  turning  away 
from  the  living  God  :  and  whence  comes  this,  but  from  an 
evil  heart  of  unbelief?  Heb.  iii.  12.  The  name  of  the  fin 
of  unbelief  may  be  Gad^  for  a  troop  doth  follow  it.  Why 
are  men  proud  ?  why  are  their  hearts  lifted  up  within  them, 
as  if  they  were  rich,  and  increafed  with  goods,  and  iftood.  ia.  • 
need  of  nothing  ?  Why,  the  reafon  is,  they  do  not  believe 
the  verdid  of  the  Spirit  of  God  concerning  them,  that  they 
are  indeed  wretched  and  miferable,  and  poor,  and  blind,  and 
naked*'  Why  are  men  covetous  ?  why  have  they  the  world 
fet  in  their  hearts,  but  becaufe  they  do  not  believe  that  Chrift 
is  a  better  good  than  this  world,  and  the  things  of  it  ?  Why 
are  men  uncharitable  to  the  poor,  but  becaufe  they  do  not 
believe  that  what  is  given  to  the  poor  is  lent  to  the  Lord, 
and  that  he  will  pay  it  again  ?  Why  are  men  fecure  in  a  way 
of  fin,  crying.  Peace,  peace,  but  becaufe  they  do  not  believe 
that  wrath  and  deftrudion  from  the  Lord  is  purfuing  them  ? 
Why  is  the  bleffed  Bible  fo  much  flighted  and  negleAed  by 
many,  like  an  almanack  out  of  date,  but  becaufe  they  do  not 
believe  it  to  be  the  word  of  God,  or  that  eternal  life  is  to  be 
found  therein  ?  Why  do  people  generally  hear  us,  who  are 
inlnifters,  preaching  the  everlafting  gpfpel,  with  fuch  raving 
hearts  and  carelefs  ears,  but  becaufe  they  do  not  believe  that  wc 
are  ambaffadors  for  Chrift,  and  that  God  doth  befeecli  them- 
hj  us  to  be^  reconciled  unto  him  ?  Why  do  many  live  in  the 
ne^left  of  prayer  ?  Why  are  they  fo  formal,  heartlefs,  and 
md  c/irckfs  in  prayer,  but  becaul^  x\\^7  ^o  wckt  believe  God 
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to  be  the  hearer  of  prayer  ?  Why  are  there  fo  many  hypou 
crite%  contenting  themfelves  with  a  {bow  of  religion,  but  bes- 
caufe  they  do  not  believe  there  is  a  .reality  in  religion,  and 
that  God  fearches  the  heart,  and  trie$  the  reins  ?  Why  do 
vien  remain  under  the  power  of  natural  oimity,  but  becaufe 
they  do  not  believe  that  God  is  love,  i  John  ir.  16.  and  thar, 
through  the  ranfom  he  hath  found,  he  bears  a  hearty  good- 
will toward  them  ?  Ezek.  xxxiii.  11.  Whence  comes  that 
flood  of  profanity,  which,  like  Jordan,  has  over- run  all  banks 
and  bounds  in  our  day,  fuch  as,  curfing,  fwearing,  cheating^ 
lying,  Sabbath-breaking,  thefts,  robberies,  forgeries,  and  the 
like  abominations  !  Why,  the  plain  reafon  is,  they  do  not  be- 
lieve there  is  a  God,  or  that  ever  they  {hall  {land  before  his 
tribunal  to  anfwer  for  the  deeds  done  in  the  body.  The  plaia 
language  of  the  heart  of  unbelief  is,  **  The  Lord  doth  not  fe^ 
neither  doth  the  God  of  Jacob  regard ;  and  therefore  they  give 
themfelves  loofe  reins  in  a  way  of  {in. 

To  conclude  this  bead,  unbelief  is  the  principal  pillar  rf  , 
the  devil's  kingdom  in  the  world,  and  in  the  foul  of  maoi.  ! 
Let  this  pillar  be  but  broken,  and  all  his  {Irong  holds  go  to 
ruin.  Faith  is  the  radical  grace,  which  gives  life  and  fpirit 
to  all  the  other  graces ;  it  is  the  fpring  of  all  true  gofpel-obe- 
dience,  therefore  called  the  obedience  of  faith :  fo,  in  like  I 
manner,  unbelief  is  the  radical  {in,  which  gives  life  and  fpirk  i 
unto  all  vicious  habits  and  ads  of  difobedience  in  the  life  and 
converfation.  Faith  is  a  {faield  that  beats  back  the  fiery  darts 
of  Satan  ;  fo  unbelief  is  a  {hield  that  beats  back  all  the  good 
motions  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  Faith  is  the  vidory  whereby 
we  overcome  the  world  ;  unbelief  is  the  vidory  whereby  the 
world  overcomes  us.  After  all,  is  it  any  wonder  though  fuck 
a  fevere  fentence  pafs  again{l  the  unbelieving  {inner,  as  that 
in  my  text.  He  that  believeth  not,  is  condemned  already .? 

IV.  The  fourth  and  Iqfi  thing  propofed,  was  the  applica- 
tiony  which  I  {hall  endeavour  to  difcufs  in  a  few  inferences. 

Inf  I.  See  hence  a  very  relevant  reafon,  why  minifters  of 
the  gofpel  do  harp  fo  much  upon  the  fubjeft  of  faith  or  belie^ 
lieving  Why,  it  is  for  unbelief,  that  finners  are  condemned 
already ;  and  there  is  no  way  to  free  them  from  this  fentecce, 
but  by  bringing  them  to  believe  in  the  Son  of  God.  Uube- 
lief  is  the  main  pillar  of  the  devil's  kingdom  ;  and  therefore 
the  main  batteries  of  the  gofpel  muil  be  raifed  againft  it.  It 
is  but  at  belt  a  foolifli  ignorant  cavil  of  fome  againft  mini{lers. 
Why  fo  much  infifting  upon  faith  ?  are  not  other  tilings  as 
neceflary  to  be  preached?  I  anfwer.  Other  things  are  necefiar^ 
in  their  own  place,  but  faith  or  beUeviug  \u  l\i^  ^t&  ^.^wi^-^ 
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■and  till  we-  hringyou  to  believe  we  do  nothing  at  dH^  tlm 
•being  the  laying  the  foundation  of  all  religion  ;aBd». yon 
Juiowy  it  is  foolxfh  to  think  or  fpeak  of  rearing  up  a  fupezw 
ilrn&ure,  till  the  foundation  be  once  laid.  Can  we  ever 
snake  you  accepted  of  God  without  faith  in  bis  Son  ?  ,N<^ 
inre^  ^*  Without  faith  it  is  impoffibleto  pleafe  him  :"  we«re 
•*  juftified  by  faith  -without  the  works  of  the  law."  rCan  we 
ever  make  you  the  menihers  of  Chriil-without  faith  ?  No^lthis 
is  the  very  bond  of.the  foul's  union  with  him;  '^  Ghrift'dwelb 
in  our  hearts  by  faith.'*  Can  we  ever  make  you  the  chik 
dren  of  Qod  who  are  rby  nature  the  children  of  wraths  witlw 
out  faith  ?  No,  ^  We  are  the  children  of  God  by  fiuthiin 
dhrift  Jefus."  It  is  to  them  who  receive  bim  that  he  gifi€!f 
power  or  privilege  to  become  tbe/onsofGod,  John  i.  r2.  Lot 
jis  prefs  and  inculcate  the  duties  of  holinefs  with  never  fuch 
flourifhtng:haranguesof  rhetpric,  weihall  never makeyou holy, 
till  we  once  land  you  in  Ghriflby  faith/he  being  the  fountain 
snd  root  of  holinefs ;  therefore  faid  to  be  *'  made  of  God  unto 
us  fanftification."  In  one  word,  whatever  duties  we  incul- 
cate upon  you,  we  only  call  you  to  build  caftles  in  the  ait, 
to  build  a  tower  without  a  bottom,  unkfs  we  ficft  hringyou 
to  Chrift  by  that  faith  which  is  of  God's  operation. 

laf.  2.  See  hence  the  miferable  and  mournful  condition  of 
the  generality  of  .goipel- hearers  ;  they  are  a  com{>any  of  .oo»- 
demned  men,  under  fentence  of  death.  O  that  Grod  may  daxt 
borne  an  arrow  ofeonviftion  on  the  hearts  of  unbelieving -fiiv. 
^ers,  and  perfuade  them  of  the  truth  of-  my  do&rine,  that 
every  un1)eliever  is  condemned  already.  I  am  fure  it  is  true, 
Tvhether  you  believe  it  or  not.;  and  you  fliall  find  it  to  be  lb, 
fooner  or  later.  O  Sirs  !  here  is  a  hand- writing  againft  you, 
that  may  make  the  joints  of  your  loins  to  loofe,  and  your 
knees  to  fmite  one  againft  another  ;  He  that  B£LI£V£TH  noi; 
IS  CONDEMNED  ALREADY.  And,  that  I  may,  if  poffible,  awa- 
•ken  you  to  fome  ferious  thought  and  concern  about  this  mat« 
ter,  will  you  confider  whofe  fentence  it  is  ?  It  is  none  other 
^han  God's  fentence  of  condemnation.  It  is  fomewbat  awful 
«nd  terrible,  to  be  arraigned  and  condemned  at  the  bar  of  man-; 
what  then  mud  it  be  to  be  condemned  at  Je|IOVAH*s  bar? 
.Tlie  Judge  is  omnifcient ;  his  eyes  are  as  a  flame  of  fire ;  he 
fetteth  our  fccret  fins  in  the  light  of  his  countenance,  fo  that 
the  crime  cannot  be  concealed  from  him  :  his  juflice  is  «tn- 
biaffed  ;  his  eye  cannot  be  blinded  with  bribes  :  the  arm  of:hk 
power  cannot  be  flayed  from  the  execution  of  the  feuteaoe. 
What  a  fearful  thing  is  it  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  this  living 
God?  He  is  indeed  a  confuming  fire.  The  folemnity  of  the 
bench  adds  terror  to  tUe  cimiuA-,  ^n^  ^Ki\x  m'wj  fee  with 
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what  foietonity  the  bench  is  to  be  reared,  before  which  you 
and  1  muft  (land  ere  long^  Matth.  xxv.  31.  "  When  the  Soa 
of  man  {ball  come  in  hb  glory,  and  all  the  holy  angels  witU 
him,  then  (hall  he  fit  upon  the  throne  of  his  glQry."  O  ! 
whither  will  the  unbeliever  fly  for  help  ?  or  where  will  he 
leiive  his  glory  at  that  day?  It  hills  and  mountains  could 
cover  him,  he  would  choofe  far  rather  to  be  buried  un-^ 
der  them,  than  appear  before  the  face  of  the  Lamb,  when  he 
comes  to  ride  his  circuit  as  the  univerfal  Judge  of  all  the 
earth.  You  may  read  your  doom,  Matth.  xxv.  41.  **  De- 
part from  me,  ye  curfed,  into  everlailing  fire,  prepared  for 
the  devil  and  his  angels."  The  fentence  being  pafted,  there 
can  be  no  (top  in  the  execution  ;  the  Judge  will  have  his  ofE« 
cers  at  hand,  an  innumerable  hoft  of  angels,  all  feady  for  this 
iisrvice:  thefe  reapers  ihall  gather  the  tares,  bind  them  ia 
bundles,  and  burn  them.  The  Judge  will  ftand  and  fee  the 
•fentence  execute  before  his  face,  faying,  **  Thofe  mine  ene- 
mies which  would  not  that  I  ihould  reign  over  them,  Bring 
hither,  and  (lay  them  before  me,"  Luke  xix#  27.  Among  all 
the  mnumerable  multitudes  of  angels,  men,  and  devils,  who 
ihall  be  fpedators  of  the  righteous  execution,  there  (hall  be 
no  eye  to  pity ;  and  the  reafon  is,  becaufe  the  finner  willfully^ 
through  unbelief,  (lighted  Chrifl^  the  only  Saviour,  and  refu- 
fed  to  accept  of  pardon  and  redemption  through  his  blood* 
Who  will  pity  the  traitor,  who  dies  for  his  treafon,  rejeding 
his  prince's  pardon  prefented  to  him  to  the  laft  ?  Chrift  would 
have  gathered  you,  as  the  hen  gathers  her  chickens  under  her 
wings,  and  ye  would  not ;  and  therefore  ye  muft  die  without 
pity,  and  without  remedy, 

Inf.  3«  See  henee  how  fitly  the  gofpel  is  called  a  joyful 
ibund,  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  15.  **  Ble(red  is  the  people  that  know 
the  joyful  found/'  Among  6ther  teafons  why  it  gets  that 
denomination,  this  is  none  of  the  lead  ;  it  brings  a  proclama- 
tion of  life  to  the  fons  of  death,  a  found  of  liberty  to  the  cap- 
tive, and  of  pardon  to  the  poor  finner  condemned  already* 
One  would  think,  that  the  very  hint  of  a  pardon  to  a  con- 
demned criminal,*  would  make  his  heart  to  leap  within  him 
for  joy  :  but,  alas  !  fad  experience  tells  us,  that  th^  gofpel^ 
which  brings  fuch  glad  tidings  of  great  joy  to  condemned  fin- 
ners,  meets  with  a  very  cool  reception  from  the  generality. 
If.  liii.  !•  "  Who  hath  believed  our  report  ?  and  to  whom  id 
the  arm  of  the  Lord  revealed  ?" 

Inf.  4.  See  hence  how  ill-grounded  the  joy  arid  triumph  of 
a  Chriftlefs  unbelieving  world  is.  We  would  think  tliat  man 
befide  himfelf,  who,  being  under  fentence  of  death,  and  to  be 
trought  forth  in  a  little  unto  the  place  of  exfccvxxioxv^  ^q>q\.^ 
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fpend  any  little  time  he  has,  in  eating,  drinking,  dancings  and 
revelling.  Yet  this  is  the  verj  cafe  with  the  generality  ;  they 
take  up  the  timbrel  and  harp,  rejoice  at  the.  found  of  the  or- 
gan ;  they  fpeiid  their  days  in  wealth  and  eafe,  without  ever 
thinking,  that  they  are  condemned  already  by  the  great  God. 
All  I  (hall  fay,  to  ftop  your  career  at  prefent,  is  this  j  Hie 
triumphing  of  the  unbelieving  finner  isjhort^  and  \C\%joy  but 
for  a  moment.  You  may  indeed  ^*  kindle  a  fire,  and  compafs 
yourfelves  about  with  fparks  :  but  this  (hall  ye  have  of  the 
Lord's  hand,  ye  (hall  lie  down  in  forrow,*'  If.  1.  ii. 

Inf  ,5.  See  hence  how  much  we  are  obliged  to  Chrift,  who 
came  to  fave  us  from  this  heavy  fentence  of  death  we  were 
under:  **  He  came  not  into  the  world  to  condemn  the  world; 
but  that  the  world  through  him  might  be  faved."  He  him- 
felf  was  condemned,  that  we  might  be  acquitted.  Judgement 
paiTed  upon  him,  that  it  might  not  pafs  againft  us.  He  was 
made  a  curfe,  to  redeem  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  law.  When 
Adam  had  entailed  death  and  condemnation  upon  us,  and  all 
his  pofterity  ;  Chrift  comes,  and  by  his  obedience  unto  deaths 
cuts  off  that  entail,  procuring  our  juftification.  "  As  by  the 
offence  of  one,  judgement  came  upon  all  men  to  condemna- 
tion :  even  fo  by  the  righteoufnefs  of  one,  the  free  gift  came 
upon  all  men  unto  juftification  of  life,"  Rom.  v.  18.  O  be- 
liever, acknowledge  thy  obligations  to  the  Son  of  God  ;  for  if 
he,  as  thy  Surety,  had  not  paid  thy  debt,  thou  had  been  con- 
demned to  the  prifon  of  hell  for.  it  for  ever. 

Inf  6.  See  hence,  that  it  is  every  man*s  duty  and  intereft 
to  examine  and  try,  whether  he  be  under  this  heavy  fentence, 
yea,  or  not.  It  is  a  miferable  thing  to  be  under  fentence  of 
death,  and  to  know  nothing  of  it.  Neither  will  a  man  ever 
feek  to  be  freed  from  it,  till  he  be  convinced  that  he  is  indeed 
under  it.  I  fliall  give  you  the  few  following  charafters  of 
fuch  as  are  under  fentence  of  condemnation. 

ijly  You  who  never  yet  faw  yourfelves  to  be  condemned  in 
the  court  of  the  law  and  confcience  for  fin,  and  particularly 
for  the  fin  of  unbelief,  you  are  furely  undeij  fentence  of  death 
to  this  day ;  for  the  firft  work  of  the  Spirit^  when  he  comes 
to  liberate  a  poor  foul  from  condemnation,  is  to  **  convince  the 
world  of  fin  ;  of  fin,  becaufe  they  believe  not  on  him/'  John 
xvi.  8.  9. 

2dlyj  You  whofe  minds  are  fo  blinded  with  ignorance  and 
prejudice  againft  Chrift,  that  you  can  fee  no  form  or  comeli- 
nefs  in  him,  notwithftanding  of  the  bright  difplays  of  his  glo- 
ry that  are  made  to  us  in  the  word.  **  If  our  gofpel  be  hid, 
it  is  hid  to  them  that  are  loft ;  in  whom  the  god  of  this 
world  hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them  which  believe  not,  left 
I  ^  the 
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the  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of  Chrifty  who  is  the  image 
of  Gpdy  fliould  ihine  unto  them,'*  2  Cor.  iv.  3.  4. 

^dly^  You  who  are  yet  wedded  to  the  law  as  a  covenanty 
and  are  feeking  life  and  righteoufnefs  bj  that  firfl  hufbandj^ 
70U  are  to  this  moment  under  the  fentence  of  death ;  for  ^*  as 
many  as  are  of  the  works  of  /the  law,  are  under  the  curfe." 
If  you:  never  knew  what  it  is  to  be  dead  to  the  law  by  the 
body  of  Chriilf  to  have  as  little  hope  of  life  and  falvation  by 
the  law  and  its  works,  as  though  you  had  never  done  any  one 
duty  commanded  by  the  law  in  your  whole  life,  you  are  yet 
married  to  the  law  as  a  hufband,  confequently  under  the  law's 
fentence.  Yea,  I  will  adventurfe  to  fay,  that  the  legalift,  or 
felf-righteous  perfon,  is  a  ftep  farther  off  from  heaven  and 
eternal  life,  than  the  groffeft  of  fiimers  ;  for  "  publicans  and 
harlots  (fays  Chrifi)  ihall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heavea 
before  you." 

/^thly^  You  who  caft  off  the  obligation  of  the  law  as  a  rule 
of  obedience,  under  a  pretended  hope  of  being  faved  by  grace, 
without  the  works  of  the  law.  All  praftical  Antinomians, 
who  are  following  the  fwing  of  their  own  luils,  are  under  the 
power  of  unbelief,  and  confequently  coiidemned  already. 
Away  with  lying,  fwearing,  drinking,  whoring  believers,. 
Will  you  pretend  to  be  the  people  of  a  holy  God,  the  mem- 
bers of  a  holy  Jefus,  the  federates  of  a  holy  covenant,  the 
heirs  of  an  undefiled  inheritance,  and  yet  wallow  in  your  fins, 
or  yet  retain  any  known  iniquity  in  your  hearts  ?  No,  no. 
To  fuch,  not  1,  but  God  himfelf  faith,  "  What  haft  thou  to 
do  to  declare  my  ftatutes,  or  that  thou  fliouldft  take  my  co- 
venant in  thy  mouth  ?  feeing  thou  hateft  inftruflion,  and 
caft  eft  my  words  behind  thee."  O  Sirs,  they  that  are  dead 
to  the  law  as  a  covenant,  they  are  fo  far  from  cafting  off  its 
obligation  as  a  rule  of  duty,  that  they  bind  it  about  them  as 
an  ornament,  choofing  it  for  a  light  to  their  feet,  and  a  lamp  to 
their  paths.  We  are  not  without  law  to  God,  when  under 
the  law  to  Chrift.  The  law  is  fo  dear  and  fweet  to  a  true 
believer,  that  it  is  his  meditation  day  and  night.  0  how  love  I 
thy  law  !  fays  David  ;  as  if  he  had  faid,  I  love  it  fo  well,  that 
I  cannot  tell  how  well  I  love  it :  "  My  foul  breaketh  for  the 
longing  that  it  hath  unto  thy  judgements  at  all  times,"  Pfal. 
cxix.  20. 

Inf.  7.  Is  it  fo  that  every  unbeliever  is  a  condemned  crimi- 
nal before  God  ?  O  then.  Sirs,  be  concerned  at  your  hearts  to 
get  rid  of  that  difmal  fentence  you  are  under.  What  can  be 
matter  of  concern,  if  this  be  not  ?  1  come,  in  the  name  of 
God,  to  tell  yoti,  that  this  is  not  impoffible  ;  yea,  I  dare  go 
further,  and  tell  you,  that  if  you  will  but  hear^  your  fouls 
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Jbali  Iw,  and  not  die  under  that  condemnatory  fentefl^ 
which  is  gone  forth  againft  yon.  I  dare  promife  yoii  noc 
CQly  a  reprieve,  but  a  remifiion ;  for  th^s  faith  the  great 
judge,  as  a  reconciled  God  in  Ghrift,  to  the  poor  trembltiig 
pannei,  {landing  condemiied  before  the  bar  of  hi^  holy  law^ 
**  I,  even  1  am  he  that  blotteth  out  thy  t^nfgreffions  for  mine 
own  fake,  and  will  not  remember  thy  fins,"  If.  xlili.  35. 
Here  is  an  aft  of  grace  pafled  at  a  throne  of  grace,  fealed  wirti 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  publifhed  and  proclaimed  in  the  top9 
of  the  high  places,  that  none  may  pretend  ignorance,  and  that 
every  condemned  finne^  may  take  the  benefit  thereof,  and 
come  in  upon  the  King'$  royal  indemnity,  granted  upon  the 
fatisfaftion  made  to  juftice  by  his  eternal  Son.  O  then.  Sirs, 
^  Hear,  and  your  fouls  fliall  live,  and  he  will  make  an  evcr- 
lafiing  covenant  with  you,  even  the  fare  mercies  of  David,** 
If.  Iv.  3.  "  O  earth,  earth,  earth,  hear  this  word  of  the  Lord.** 

I  conie  not  to  tell  you,  how  you  may  be  rich,  great,  and 
honourable  in^the  world ;  thefe  things  are  but  trifles  to  people 
in  your  circumftances.  Should  you  come  to  a  condemned 
jtaan,  and  talk  to  him  of  riches,  honours,  crowns,  robes, 
fceptres,  kingdoms  :  Alas  !  would  he  be  ready  to  fay,  what 
is  all  that  to  me  ?  t  am  a  poor  man  going  into  another  world 
within  a  few  hours  ;  if  you  can  tell  me  how  I  may  fave  my 
life,  of  how  I  may  get  rid  of  my  fentqnce,  chains,  prifon,  you 
will  fay  fomething  to  the  purpofe.  This  ^s  the  very  cafe 
with  thee,  O  finner  ;  for  "  by  the  offence  of  one,  judgement  is 
come  upon  all  men  to  condemnation/'  And  therefore,  O 
poor  criminal,  liften,  lend  me  a  believing  ear  for  a  few  mt)- 
ments,  and  f  will  tell  thee  how  infallibly  thou  .  fhalt  make 
thy  efcape. 

^efi:.  O,  may  the  poor  crirtiinal  fey,  how  is  that  ?  I  an- 
fwer,  I  have  no  advice  to  give  thee  but  one ;  it  is  an  old 
advice,  a  new  advice,  and  the  only  advice  that  can  be  given 
while  the  world  Hands ;  it  is  the  very  fame  which  Paul  and 
Silas  gaye  to  a  poor  pannel,  trembling  at  God's  bar,  crying, 
**  What  muft  1  do  to  be  faved  ?"  The  plain  advice  they  gave 
him,  I  give  this  day  to  you,  Afts  xvi.  31.  **  Believe  on  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  thou  flialt  be  faved :''  agreeable  to 
yrhich  are  the  words  of  Chrift  himfelf,  in  the  firft  part  of 
the  verfe  where  my  text  lies,  "  He  that  believeth  on  the  Son 
of  God,  is  not  condemned  ;"  and  ver.  16.  **  Whofoever  be- 
lieveth in  him,  fliall  not  perifh,  but  have  everlafting  lif«j." 

^ejl.  You  advife  us  to  believe  in  Chrift  ;  but  pray  tell 
us,  what  is  it  to  believe  in  him  ?  You  have  the  anfwer  in 
your  Catechifm :    To  believe,  is  to  "  receive  Chrift,  and  to 
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Ireft  upon  him  alone  for  ralvation,  as  he  is  offered  to  us  in  the 
gefpel ;''  or,  in  other  words,  it  is  to  trufl  and  credit  him,  as 
the  Saviour  of  finners,  with  the  falvation  of  thy  toft  foul, 
Upon  the  warrant  of  his  own  call  and  command  in  the  word. 
Chrift's  bafinefs  and  occupation  is  to  fave  that  which  waa 
k>ft.  Now,  you  all  know  what  it  is  to  truft  a  maa  in  hia 
trade  and  occupation  ;  you  who  have  fome  bufinefs  at  law, 
know  what  it  is  to  truft  your  advocates  with  your  moft  va<^ 
iuable  concerns,  and  the  whole  management  of  your  caufe  de<w 
pending  before  the  judges.  Well,  in  like  manner,  to  believe^ 
15,  upon  the  credit  of  God*s  tcftimony  concemmg  Chrift  ia 
the  word,  to  truft  him,  as  the  Saviour  of  finners,  with  the 
falvation  of  thy  own  foul  in  particular.  This,  I  fay,  is  the 
bu&nefs,  the  office,  and  occupation  of  Chrift,  to  fave  finners  ; 
^nd  he  is  fo  fo«d  of  employment  in  his  trade  of  faviii^,  that 
he  fays,  **  Come  to  me  who  will,  I  will  in  no  wife  caft  out.** 
And  therefore  truft  in  him  in  his  occupation ;  put  thy  con« 
deraned  foul  in  the  hand  of  the  fiiiner's  Saviour,  for  that  is  to 
believe  in  him  and  on  him.  O  what  a  happy  fuitable  meet*' 
ing  is  it,  when  the  finner  and  the  Saviour  of  iiniiers  thus 
meet  together  !  Some  have  a  notion,  when  we  bid  them  be- 
lieve, we  bid  them  do  fome  great  thing  as  the  condition  of  fal- 
vation. But  this  is  a  miftakc.  Believing  is  a  reding  fromi 
^otks  in  point  of  falvation,  and  a  refting  on  Chrift  alone  for 
falVation  from  fin,  and  all  the  efFefts  of  it.  It  is  to  receive 
|i  falvdtion  already  completed  and  prepared  to  your  h  and, 
and  brought  near  to  you  in  the  word  of  grace.  But  I  muft 
loot  ftand  further  in  defcribing  faith  at  prefent. 

^ueft.  What  influence  (may  you  fay)  will  our  believitig 
have  upon  our  being  delivered  from  this  condemnatory  fen- 
t^nce  we  are  under  ?     Anfw,  Much  every  way.     For, 

I.  That  moment  thou  believeft,  thou  becomes  a  member 
pf  Chrift,  as  a  new  covenant  head.  While  under  the  power 
of  unbelief,  thou  art  a  member  of  the  firft  Adam,  and  coh- 
fequently  under  Adam's  covenant,  which  is  a  ctirfing  and 
Condemning  covenant  to  all  who  aire  under  it,  **  judgement 
being  come  upon  all  men  to  condemnation,"  through  Adam's 
breach  of  it;  but  in  believing,  thou  becomes  a  member  of 
Chrift,  the  fecond  Adam,  the  head  of  tlie  new  covenant,  the- 
covenant  of  grace  and  promife,  which  contains  nothing  but 
bleflings  to  the  foul  that  takes  hold  of  it,  Rom.  viii.  t.  "  There 
is  therefore  now  no  condemnation  to  them  which  are  in  Chrift 
Jefus."  It  is  not  faid,  there  is  nothing  culpable  or  con- 
demnable  in  the  believer ;  but  there  is  no  condemnation  t<^ 
him;  he  is  no  more  liable  to  the  penalties  of  Adam's  covenant, 
Chrift,  his  glorious  Surety,  having  endured  thcfe  in  his  roona 
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aod  £tead ;  and  it  were  iiiconfiftent  with  juftice,  to  demsnd 
payment  of  the  £ame  debt,  both  from  the  cautioner  and  princi- 
pal debtor. 

a.  To  clear  this  yet  further,  the  poor  foul,  in  believing,  is 
married  unto  a  new  hufband,  even  Chrifl ;  and  being  under 
his  roof,  the  covert  of  his  blood  and.righteoufnefe,  the  con- 
demning law  can  have  no  adlion  againft  it,  this  new  and  bet- 
ter hufband  having  made  his  fpoufe  free  indeed,  by  the  impu- 
tation of  his  law-magiiifying  righteoufnefs :  Rom.  vii.  4. 
**  Ye  are  dead  to  the  law  by  the  body  of  Clirift  (or,  by  the 
ofFering  of  his  body  on  the  crofs),  that  ye  Ihould  be  married 
to  another,  even  to  him  who  is  raifed  from  the  dead."  He 
does  that  for  us,  which  the  law  could  not  do,  through  the  cor- 
ruption of  nature  ;  particularly,  "  condemns  fin  in  the  fleih, 
that  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  might  be  fulfilled  in  us. 
Chrift  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs  to  every  one 
that  believethJ'  And  if  the  law  have  its  end,  and  be  fulfiU- 
«3  in  the  believer,  by  virtue  of  his  union  and  marriage  with 
the  Son  of  God,  how  can  he  be  liable  to  condemnation^  or 
any  law  penalties  ? 

3.  That  moment  the  condemned  finncr  believes  in  Chrift, 
he  is  entered  heir  of  a  new  family,  a  member  of  a  new  corpo- 
ration; he  is  come,  not  to  Mount  Sinai,  but  to  Mount 
Zion  ;  not  to  the  earthly  Jerufalero,  which  is  in  bondage,  but 
to  the  heavenly  Jerufalem,  which  is  free.  He  is  "  no  more 
a  ftranger  and  foreigner,  but  a  fellow-citizen  with  the  faints, 
and  of  the  houfehold  of  God."  He  comes  in  among  the  "  ge- 
neral affembly,  and  church  of  the  firft-born."  He  becomes 
an  "  heir  of  God,  and  a  joint-heir  with  Jefus  Chrift ;"  and 
the  inheritance  is  fettled  upon  him  by  a  charter,  which  con- 
tains no  irritant  claufes.  No,  no ;  having  taken  hold  of 
-God's  co'uenant  by  faith,  he  hath  a  name  and  a  place  within  the 
'Walls  of  God's  houfe^  even  an  everlajling  name,  thatJbaU  not 
he  cut  off ;  and  therefore  muft  needs  be  free  from  tiic  con- 
demnatory fentence  he  lay  under  before  he  believed. 

4.  That  moment  you  believe,  your  caufe  is  carried  into  a 
new  court;  I  mean,  from  a  tribunal  of  juftice  to  a  mercy- 
feat,  where  all  the  adls  and  interlocutors  tliat  pafs  are  a£ts  of 
grace  and  mercy,  afts  of  pardon  and  acceptance  in  the  be- 
loved.    No  fentences  of  condemnation  pafs  in  the  court  of 

'  grace  :  no  ;  this  is  inconfiftent  with  the  nature  of  the  court. 
O  let  every  guilty  finner,  who  finds  him felf  condemned  in  the 
court  of  the  Jaw,  and  of  confcience,  carry  his  caufe,  by  a  fo- 
lemn  appeal,  unto  this  court ;  for  the  court  is  open  to  all  co- 
mers, and  the  Lord  merciful  and  gracious,  who  fits  upon 
this  throne  of  grace,  receives  all  appeals  tliat  are  made  to 
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hifiiy  and  will  in  no  wife  caft  out  the  finner,  or  call  his  appeal 
over  bar.  O,  therefore,  **  let  us  come  with  boldnefs  unto  a 
throne  of  grace,  that  we  maj  obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace  to 
help  us  in  time  of  need." 

^uejl.  But  (may  you  fay)  if  matters  ftand  thus  with  a 
believer,  that  he  cannot  fall  under  the  fentence  of  the  law, 
cannot  come  into  condemnation,  then  he  may  live  as  he  lifts* 
Does  not  this  doArine  open  a  wide  door  for  licentioufnels-  and 
profanity  ?  for  if  once  a  man  be  a  believer,  according  to  this 
doftrine,  he  has  nothing  to  fear,  and  fo  may  do  what  he  will. 
Were  it  not  better  for  minifters  to  forbear  doctrines  that  are 
liable  to  fuch  abufe  ?     I  anfwer, 

!•  The  whole  counfel  of  God  muft  be  revealed^  and  not  one 
hoof  of  divine  truth  muft  be  fuppreffed,  though  a  whole  re- 
probate world  ftiould  break  their  necks  on  it,  by  wrefting  it     • 
to  their  own  deftru6lion.     Xiie  gofpel  will  be  the  favour  of 
death  unto  fome;  Chrift  crucified  will  be  a  ftoneof  ftumbling^ 
and  a  rock  of  offence.     But  fhall  we,  becaufe  of  this,  forbear 
to  preach  Chrift,  and  his  gofpel  ?     God  forbid  ;  we  muft  liot  ^ 
ftarve  God's  children,  out  of  fear  left  dog.s  fnatch  at  it  to  their    * 
own  perdition. 

2.  I  own,  that  a  carnal  gofpeller,  who  has  fome  fwimming 
notions  of  the  grace  of  God  in  his  head,  may  abufe  the  doc- 
trine of  the  believer's  freedom  from  condemnation,  by  virtue 
of  his  union  with  Chrift  ;  but  the  grace  of  God  in  the  heart 
teaches  the  very  reverfe  of  this,  namely,  to  "  deny  all  un- 
godlincfs  and  Worldly  lufts,  and  to  live  foberly',righteoufly,  and 
godly,  in  this  prefent  world." 

3.  Though  the  believer  be  delivered  from  the  law  as  a 
covenant,  and  its  condemnatory  fentence,  through  Chrift,  yet 
it  does  not  in  the  leaft  pave  a  way  to  licentioufnefs  ;  becaufb 
at  the  fame^time  that  he  is  afToilzied  and  acquitted  from  his  ob- 
ligation to  the  law  as  a  covenant,  becomes  under  ftronger  and 
more  powerful  ties  than  ever  to  yield  obedience  todt  as  a  rule 
of  duty. 

I  fhall  conclude  this  difcourfe,  by  naming  a  few  of  thefe 
bonds  of  obedience  the  believer  remains  under,  even  whta 
delivered  from  condemnation. 

ijl.  He  is  ftill  under  the  bond  of  the  royal  authority  of 
the  great  God,  both  as  a  Creator  and  Redeemer.  The  au- 
thority and  obligation  of  the  divine  law  can  never  be  dilTolved, 
while  God  is  God,  and  the  creature  a  creature. 

idly.  He  is  under  the  bond  of  intereft,  to  obey  the  divine 
law.  It  is  true,  his  obedience  does  not  give  him  the  title  to 
the  reward  of  glory  ;  it  is  only  his  union  with  Chrift,  the 
heir  of  all  things,  that  gives  him  this ;  but  yet  his  own  per- 

fonal 
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foDal  obedience  is  evidential  and  declarative  o£his  title  throu^ 
Chrift.  And  is  it  not  much  for  the  believer's  intereft,  to 
have  his.  claim,  to  glory  and  everlailing  life  cleared  up  an^ 
made  evident  to  his  own  foul  ?  In  this  (enfe  I  underftaa4 
that  wordy  Rev*  xxii*  14.  ^  Ble£K;d  are  they  that  do  his 
commandnoentSy  that  they  may  have  right  to  the  tree  of  lific^ 
and  may  enter  in  through  the  gates  into  the  city.'' 

^dfy^  He  is  ftill  under  the  bond  of  fear :  Jer.  zxxii.  40* 
''I  ^lU  put  my  fear  in  their  hearts,  that  they  ihall  not  de« 
part  from  me."  This  i%  not  a  flaviih  fear  of  hell  and  vin* 
diftive  wrath,  for  that  is  inconfiftcut  with  his  freedom  from 
condemnation  ;  but  it  is  a  filial  fear  of  God  as  a  Father,  flow* 
iog  from  an  jtiffedionate  regard  unto  his  authority,  intcipofed 
in  the  commands  of  the  law.  Though  they  be  not  afraid  of 
being  caft  into  hell  ^  yet  they  **  fear  him  who  is  able  to  caft 
foul  and  body  into  hell."  Though  they  have  no  reafon  to 
fear  bim  as  a  revenging  and  condemning  Judge ;  yet  thev 
Have  much  reafon  to  fear  bim  as  a  fatherly  Judge,  left  he  **  vi* 
fit  their  trapfgreffion  with  the  rod,  and  their  iniquity  with 
ftripes  ;'*  for,  pafs  who  will  unpunifiied,  they  ihall  not  pals  2 
**  You  only  have  I  known  of  all  the  families  of  the  earth  ^ 
therefore  1  will  puniih  you  for  all  3rour  iniquities," 

4t&(^,  He  is  under  the  bond  of  love.  He  fludies  to  love 
the  Lord  his  God  with  all  his  heart,  foul,  ilrength,  and 
mind ;  and  this  love  of  God  in  Chriil,  like  a  ftrong  cordj^ 
draws  him  on  in  the  way  of  obedience,  '^  I  drew  them  with 
the  cords  of  love:"  "  The  love  of  Chrift  conftraineth  us,'* 
fays  Paul.  This  love  laid  in  the  believer's  heart  has  fuch  a 
force  and  power  with  it,  *^  that  many  waters  cannot  quench 
It,  neither  are  all  floods  able  to  drown  it,"  Cant.  viii.  7. 
Rom.  viii.  35.  39. 

$tbfyf  He  is  under  the  bond  of  gratitude  \  being  bought 
with  a  pri<e^  he  fludies  to  glorify  God  in  foul  and  body, 
which  are  h  19.  Chrifi  having  delivered  him  from  the  hand 
of  his  enemies,  he  ferves  the  Lo^^  without  fear,  in  holinefs 
and  righteoufhefs,  all  the  days  of  his  life.  The  believer, 
when  delivered  from  the  hand  of  the  condemning  law,  he 
fays  to  Chrift,  as  the  men  of  Ifrael  did  to  Gideon,  Judg. 
viii.  22.  «  Rule  thou  over  us  ;  for  thou  haft  delivered  us 
from  the  liand  of  our  enemies."  Suppofe  a  king  fhould  not 
only  pardon  a  rebel,  but  reftore  him  his  forfeited  inherit- 
ance, advance  him  to  the  higheft  places  of  honour  about  the 
throne ;  yea,  make  him  his  fon,  his  heir,  and  fet  him  upon 
the  throne  with  himfelf:  would  not  that  man  be  under  1 
far  greater  obligation  to  ierve  and  obey  the  king,  than  if 
he  had  never  received  fuch  Angular  favours  at  his  hand  ? 

There 
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l^ere  is  no  bond  of  obedience  like  the  bond  of  gratitude  .to 
im  ingenuous  fpirit. 

6thfy,  He  "is  under  the  bond  of  1  renewed  nature.  The 
jinao  is  made  a  partaker  of  the  divine  nature,  whereby  the 
life  of  God,  the  love  of  God,  and  the  law  of  God,  is  laid  in 
his  very  heart ;  and  this  is  a  mighty  bond  to  obedience : 
Heb.  viii»  10.  "  I  will  put  my  laws  into  their  mind,  and  write 
them  in  their  hearts."  It  is  engraven  there  with  the  finger 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft  :  his  heart  is  caft  into  a  divine  mould, 
moulded  into  the  will  of  God^  his  will  of  grace,  his  will 
of  precept,  and  his  will  of  providence  ;  fo  that  he  "  delights 
in  the  law  of  God,  after  the  inward  man.  The  law  of  his 
God  is  in  his  heart,"  and  therefore  "  none  of  his  fteps  fliall 
Aide." 

Zq/ify^The  inhabitation  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  another  effi- 
cacious bond  to  obedience  :  Ezek.  xxxvi.  27.  ^*  1  will  put 
laj  Spirit  within  you,  and  caufe  you  to  walk  in  my  ftatutes  ; 
and  ye  fliall  keep  my  judgements,  and  do  them."  This  law 
of  the  Spirit  of  life,  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus;  makes  theta 
**  free  from  the  law  of  fin  and  death.'*  And  being  led  hy 
the  Spirity  they  do  not  fulfil  the  lufis  of  the  jUJh.  To  con- 
clude, that  very  grace  of  God  which  frees  them  from  the  law 
as  a  covenant,  binds  them  to  it  as  a  rule.  Tit.  ii»  il.  12. 

Tliefe  are  fome  gofpel-bonds  of  obedience :  and  you  who 
never  knew  what  it  is  to  have  your  fouls  under  the  fweet 
influence  of  thefe,  but  only  obey  the  law  with  a  view  to 
purchafe  a  title  to  heaven,  or  to  redeem  your  fouls  from 
hell  and  v^rath,  I,  in  the  name  of  God,  pronounce  the  hea- 
vy doom  of  my  text  againft  you,  He  that  helievtth  not^  i> 
condemned  already. 
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THE  DAY-SPRINO~  FROM  ON  HIGH. 

A    SERMON, 

PREACHED   IMMEDIATELY   BEFORE   THE   CELEBRATION    OF 
THE  lord's  supper  AT  PORTMOAK,   JUNE  2.  I728. 

Luke  I.  78. — Through  the  tender  mercy  of  our  God ;  wherehj 
the  day -fpring  from  on  high  hath  vifited  us^ 

THESE,  words  are  a  part  of  the  prophetic  fong  of  Zacha«- 
rias,  concerning  the  perfon,  kingdom,  and  glory  of 
Chrift.  The  man  was  filled  with  the  holy  Ghoft,  and  thi» 
made  his  tongue  like  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer  to  proclaim 
the  praifes  of  Our  glorious  Imnrianuel.  Whenever  the  Spirit 
of  glory  and  of  God  refts  upon  a  foul,  his  great  work  is  to 
glorify  Chrift.  Time  will  not  allow  me  to  infift  in  opening 
pp  the  connexion.  Only  in  a  word,  Zacharias  having  fpokeri 
of  John  Baptifl  as  the  harbinger  of  the  glorious  Meffiuh,  he 
tells  us  what  would  be  his  province  and  peculiar  work,  ver* 
77.  **  To  give  the  knowledge  of  falvation  unto  his  people  by 
the  remiflion  of  fins,**  or  for  the  remiflion  of  fins  ;  that  is,  to 
open  up  the  way  how  guilty  finners  may  come  to  be  juftified 
through  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  this  being  the  only  way 
of  falvation  from  the  wrath  of  God,  and  the  curfe  of  the  bro- 
.  ken  law.  And  if  any  ftiould  afk.  How  comes  it  about  that 
falvation  and  remiflion  of  fins  fliould  be  publiflied  unto  a  guilty 
loft  world  ?  You  have  a  very  appofite  anfwer  to  this  inquiry 
in  the  words  of  my  text :  it  is,  Through  the  tender  mercy  of 
our  God;  whereby  the  day -fpring  from  on  high  hath  vifited  us* 
Where  notice,  (1.)  How  the  manifeftation  of  Chrift,  as 
the  Saviour,  is  expreifed  ;  it  is  called,"  The  day  fpring  from  on 
high,  (2.)  The  moving  cafue  of  this  manifeftation  of  Chrift; 
it  is,  Through  the  tender  mercy  of  our  Gody  or,  as  in  the  mar- 
gin, the  bowels  of  his  mercy.  O  Sirs,  it  was  not  the  works 
of  ris^htcoufaefs  that  we  had  done,  or  were  to  do,  that  laid 
God  under  an  obligation  to  fend  his  Son  into  the  world  ;  no, 
no,  it  was  the  working  of  his  own  heart,  the  rolling  of  his 
own  bowels  of  love  and  pity  to  perifliing  fin^iers,  John  iii.  16. 
*'  God  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son, 
that  whofoever  believetb  in  him,  fliould  not  perifti  but  have 
everlafting,  lifej'  It  is  obfervable  here,  that  Zacharias,  he 
lioth  not  fimply  fay,  the  tender  mercies  of  Cod ;  but,  through 

thi. 
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^e  tender  mercies^  or  bowels^  of  our  God.  This  is  the  ordinary 
way  of  faith  ;  whenever  it  views  God  as  a  God  of  mercy  in 
Chrift,  it  lays  claim  to  him,  it  applies  and  appropriates  him ;  this 
being  the  echo  of  faith  Unto  the  covenant-grant,  **  I  will  fay. 
It  is  my  people  4  and  they  fliall  fay.  The  Lord  is  my  God." 
But  now,  if  it  fhould  be  aiked.  What  way  have  the  bowels  of 
mercy  veuted  themfelves  unto  us  ?  what  is  the  iffue  of  them  ? 
Why,  fays  he,  Through  the  tender  mercy  of  our  God ;  the 
day -fpring  from  on  high  hath  vifted  us.  As  if  he  had  faid. 
By  the  manifeftation  of  his  eternal  Son  in  our  nature,  and  the 
gracious  approach  that  he  has  made  to  us  in  liim,  he  hath 
difpelled  thefe  dark  and  black  clouds  of  wrath  that  were  ho- 
vering over  our  heads.  **  We  that  fat  in  darknefs,  faw  great 
light ;  and  to  us  that  fat  in  the  region  and  fhadow  of  death, 
light  is  fprung  up.''     Some  render  the  words  of  the  text,  the 

fun- rifing  from  on  high ^  others,  the  hranch-fpring from  on  high 
hath  vijited  us,     I  Ihall  follow  our  own  tranflation,  the  day'- 

fpring  from  on  high  hath  vijited  us.  The  words  will  be  fur- 
ther clear  in  fpeaking  to  the  following  obfervation. 

Observ.  "  That  Chrift's  approaches  in  a  way  of  grace  make 
a  joyful  day  of  falvation  to  fpring  from  on  high  upon  a 
miferable  world.    The  day -fpring  from  on  high  hath  vifted 

.  us.  Hence  it  is  that  Chrifl  is  fometimes  called  the  light  of 
the  world  ;  fometimes,  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  ;  fometimes 
the  bright  and  morning  Star  ;  and  bis  goings  forth  are  pre^ 
fared  as  the  morning, ^^ 

Method, 

I.  To  inquire  what  this  text  and  doftrine  fuppofes. 

II.  Condefcend  upon  a  few  of  the  vifits  of  this  day-fpring. 

III.  Why  his  vifits  are  likened  unto  the  fpring  of  the  day. 

IV.  What  fort  of  a  day  fprings  up  when  Chrift  vifits  the 
foul. 

V.  Why  this  day  is  faid  to  fpringyrofw  on  high, 
VI •  Apply  the  whole, 

1.  The  frjl  thing  is,  to  inquire  what  is  implied  in  the  ex-* 
prejjion  in  the  text.  The  day-Jpring  from  on  high  hath  vijited 
us. 

I.  It  fuppofes  Adam's  pofterity  to  be  in  a  dark, lonely,  and 
miferable  condition,  before  Chrift  vifit  them  from  on  high. 
What  the  condition  of  the  old  creation  was  before  the  form- 
ing of  light,  that  IS  man's  before  Clirift  pay  Lim  a  vifit ;  the 
old  creation  was  "  without  form,  and.  void,  and  darknefs 
was  upon  the  face  of  the  deep  f*  fo  is  man;  man,  he  is 
2  without 
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without /orm  or  comelinefsy  a  mafs  of  darknefs,  and  difordcTj^ 
and  mifery.  As  the  darknefs  of  the  night  overfpreads  the 
face  of  the  earth  before  the  fpring  of  day ;  fo  a  melancholjir 
night  of  darknefs  overfpreads  all  the  children  of  men.  Imme- 
diately iipon  the  entry  of  ^n,  a  curtain,  a  vail,  was  drawii 
between  God  and  man^  by  the  juftice  and  holinefs  of  God,  till 
\X  was  rent  again  by  the  death  and  blood  of  a  Rj?deemer«  Oh 
•what  darknefs  was  upon  our  firft  parents  before  Chrift  waa 
revealed  in  the  firft  promife  !  fuch  a  darknefs  as  caufed  hor- 
ror and  trembling,  and  flying  in  among  the  thickets  of  para« 
dife.  There  is  a  manifold  darknefs  that  fin  has  brought  upoa 
man  :  a  darknefs  of  ignorance  ;  the  eyes  of  the  underftahding 
^re  daihed  out  by  the  fall,  that  we*  cannot  know,  cannot  re* 
ceive  the  things  of  God :  a  darknefs  of  error,  full  of  miftakeq 
notions  about  God  and  the  things  of  God  \  we  naturally 
change  the  truth  of  God  into  a  lie,  put  darknefs  for  light,  and 
light  for  darknefs  :  a  darknefs  of  enmity  and  prejudice  againft 
God  ;  we  are  "  enmity  againft  God,  and  alienated  from  the 
life  of  God,  through  the  ignorance  that  is  in  us."  The  Very 
darknefs  of  death  is  upon  us ;  we  **  fit  in  the  regions  and 
ihadow  of  death,"  Matth,  iv. :  the  darknefs  of  a  legal  deadly 
being  *^  condemned  already,  and  the  wrath  of  God  abiding 
on  us  :"  the  darknefs  of  fpiritual  death,  being  without  God^ 
and  confequently  without  life,  ^*  in  the  world,  dead  in  tref- 
pafics  and  fins,  like  the  flain  that  lie  in  the  grave."  Now, 
Sirs,  this  is  your  condition  and  mine  by  nature,  before  Chrift 
come  in  a  way  of  grace  unto  us,  making  the  day«fpriftg  from 
on  higli  to  vifit  us. 

2.  The  day-fpring  from  on  high  hath  vifit ed  m^  it  fuppofes 
Chrift  to  be  the  glorious  Sun,  whofe  coming  brings  light 
along  with  him  :  Mai.  iv.  2.  "  Unto  you  that  fear  my  name^ 
fliall  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  arife  with  healing  in  his  wings.*' 
All  the  ftars  in  the  firmament,  and  conftellations  of  the  hea- 
venly bodies,  c^not  make  day  till  the  fun  arife  ;  fo  neither 
could  all  the  angels  of  heaven  afford  the  leaft  glimmering  of 
comfort  or  relief  unto  a  loft  world,  till  the  Son  of  God  came' 
and  paid  us  a  vifit ;  he  alone  is  "  the  God  of  falvation,  to 
whom  belong  the  ifiiies  from  death."  • 

3.  The  text  implies,  that  Chrift  Coming  upon  ^his  errand, 
for  our  falvrUion,  was  unconftrained  and  voluntary  :  a  vifit  is 
a  free  and  voluntary  thing  without  any  manner  of  force. 
What  is  faid  of  the  natural  fun,  Pfal.  xix.  5.  .that  he  "  rejoi- 
ceth  as  a  ftrong  man  to  run  his  race,"  is  much  more  true  of 
Chrift  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  ;  he  "  rejoiced  in  the  habitable 
parts  of  the  earth,  and  his  delights  wgre  with  the  foiis  of  men.'^ 
Ai\d  as  the  fan  in  the  ^rmametvt,  ^tOa  x\vr  ^ta^^  freedom^ 

' '"  ^-^^-^^ 
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fcattsrs  his  beams  through  the  world ,  fo  doth  Chrift  fcatter 
tbe  rajs  and  beams  of  his  grace  and  love  among  iinners  in  the 
difpenfation  of  the  everlafiing  gofpel.  And  when  he  comes 
by  his  Spirit,  either  in  a  day  of  converfion,  or  of  a  renewed 
manifeftation  oF  himfelf  to  a  believer^  it  is  with  delight  and 
pleafare  that  he  doth  it :  *^  Behold  he  cometh  (fays  the 
fpoufe},  leaping  upon  the  mountains,  and  ikipping  upon  the 
hiUs." 

4.  The  text  implies,  that  Chrift's  vifits  are  wonderful,  fweet, 
and  acceptable.  What  can  be  more  defirable  than  the  fpring 
of  day,  after  a  dark,  long*  and  melancholy  night  ?  **  Truly  the 
light  is  fweet,  and  a  pleafant  thing  it  is  for  the  eyes  to  behold 
the  fun."  Oh,  will  the  foul  fay,  when  Chrift  comes,  welcome. 
Welcome,  welcome,  ten  thoufand  times  welcome,  "  Bleffed  is 
he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  to  fave  us."  O  Sirs, 
never  did  Chrift  come  yet  to  vifit,  but  he  brought  welcome 
with  him  :  "  Lo,  this  is  our  God,  we  have  waited  for  him, 
we  will  be  glad,  and  rejoice  in  his  falvation." 

5.  The  text  implies  an  infinite  difparity  .between  the  party 
▼ifiting  and  the  party  vifited  ;  hence  the  day-fpring  x^from  on 
higbi  Oh  Sirs,  we  were  brought  low  by  our  iniquities,  lying 
IHpon  the  very  confines  of  hell ;  and  therefore  when  Chrift  who 
lay  in  his  Father's  bofom  from  eternity,  when  he  "  who  inhabits 
eternity,  and  dwells  in  the'  high  and  holy  place,"  comes  to 
▼ifit  us,  he  muft  humble  and  abafe  himfelf  to  meet  us  ;  he 
leaves  the  upper  regions  of  glory,  to  dwell  or  tabernacle  with 
lis  upon  earth.  Hence  we  are  told,  that  though  he  was  <*  in  the 
fbr.11  of  God,  and  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with 
God;  yet  he  humbkd  himfejf,  and  became  obedient  unto 
death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs."  Thus  you  fee  what  the 
text. and  do6lrine  implies, 

XL  They^rrcizzf  thing  is,  to  notice  fome  of  the  gracious  vi/lts  of 
Qhrijl,  or  gradual  advances  of  this  day-fpring  from  on  high, 

I.  Then,  there  was  the  early  vifit  that  he  made  us  in  his 
eternal  purpofe'from  the  ancient  years  of  eternity,  before 
ever  the  world  was  made  :  Mic.  v.  2.  **  But  thou,  Bttb-lehem 
Ephratah,  though  thou  be  little  among  the  thoufands  of  judah, 
yet  out  of  rhee  fliall  he  come  forth  unto  me,  that  is  to  be  ru- 
ler in  Ifrael  :  whofe  goings  forth  have  been  from  of  old,  from 
cverlaftmg."  Which  laft  words  may  either  denote  the  eter- 
nal generation  of  the  Son ;  he  was  begotten  of  his  Father  from 
eternity,  being  the  fame  eternal,  independent,  felf-exiftent  God 
with  him  :  or  it  may  point  out  his  eternal  deftination  by  the 
Fathef  to  be  the  Redeemer  and  Saviour'of  loft  (iiiners  *,  a^ree- 
Jible  ^nto  w^l^h  is  that  of  Chrift^  Prov.  viu,  a^^*  \*  \  >n'2)l'?»  ^'^^ 
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up  from  cverlafting,  from  the  beginning,  or  ever  the  eartb 
was."  This  was,  as  it  were,  his  fir  ft  motion  toward  us, 
though,  as  yet,  at  a  great  and  inconceivable  diftance.  O  Sirs, 
wonder  at  this  wonderful  grace  and  love  of  God,  that  paid  us 
a  vifit  when  he  faw  us  in  our  blood,  and  before  we  had  any 
other  being  fave  in  his  own  decree  !  **  When  I  faw  thee  io 
thy  blood,  I  faid  unto  thee,  Live," 

2.  There  is  a  vilit  that  he.  made  .us  in  our  firft  parents  after 
the  fall,  when  he  told  them,  that  "  the  feed  of  the  woman 
fliould  bruife  the  head  of  the  ferpent."  This  was,  as  it  were, 
the  firft  peep  of  day-light  on  a  loft  world  of  mankind.  As 
I  was  faying  juft  now,  no  fooner  had  maji  finned,  but  a  dark 
and  difmal  night  of  wrath  from  the  Lord  of  fiofts  did  over- 
fpread  our  horizon,  which  ftruck  our  firft  parents  with  fuch 
horror,  tliat  they  ei^deavoured  to  hide  themfelves  among  the 
bulhes  of  Paradife  :  even  while  they  are  every  moment  ex- 
peding  to  be  ftricken  through  with  the  barbed  arrows  of  di- 
vine vengeance  and  wrath,  the  JVIeffiah  is  revealed  and  pro- 
mifed,  and  light  and  deliverance  appears  with  him.  And  all 
the  prophecies,  types,  promifes,  and  ceremonies  of  the  Old 
Teftament  difpenfation,  were  nothing  elfe  but  the  gradual  ad- 
vances of  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  toward  our  horizon.  But  yet 
all  this  time  the  Sun  is  not  adtually  arifen  in  our  view,  though 
after  the  break  of  day,  in  the  firft*  promife^  the  light  did  ihine 
more  and  more  brightly  till  the  fun  did  aftually  arife.  And 
therefore, 

3 .  There  is  the  vifit  of  the  day-fpring  from  on  high,  in  his 

aftual  incarnation  or  manifcftation  in  our  nature.     This  was, 

I  fay,  the  rifing  of  the  fun  in  the  open  view  of  the  world, 

which,  hov/  glorious  it  was,  we  are  told  by  thefe  that  faw  it, 

John  i.  14,.  '*  The  Word  was  made  flefli,  and  dwelt  among  us 

(and  we  beheld  his  glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only  begotten 

of  the  Father)  full  of  grace  and  truth."     The  angels,  thefe 

morning  ftars,  they  fing  together,  and  proclaim  the  tidings  of  his 

arrival,  as  a  matter  of  joy  and  triumph,  Luke  ii.  10.     We 

**  bring  you  got)d  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  fliall'be  to  all 

people.     For  unto  you  is  born  this  day,  in  the  city  of  David, 

a  Saviour,  which  is  Ghrift  the  Lord."     And  thereupon  they. 

biL^ak  forth  with  an  anthem  of  praife,  faying,  "  Glory  to 

God  in  the  hiohefl,  and  on  earth  peace,  good-will  towards 

men."     O  how  did  this  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  rejoice  to  run 

Jiis  race  of  humiliation  in  this  lower  world,  having  his  divine 

glory  obfcured  with  a  vail. of  flefti,  left  his  dazzling  glory 

fbould  have  overwhelmed  us  !  The  beams  of  divine  glory  were 

ever  and  anon  breaking  through  the  vail  of  flefli,  ih  his  doc- 

trine,  in  his  luiracles,  in  his  ViilVi,  \i^t>  ^^-axXv^  ttSMTteftion,. 
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and  afcenfion  ;  which  I  have  not  now  time  to  infift  upon. 
Only,  J  would  have  you  to  remember,  that  by  this  one  vifit, 
which  he  made  us  in  our  nature,  whicli  continued  tor  the  fpace 
of  about  three  and  thirty  years,  he  fulfilled  the  law,  fatis- 
fied  juftice,  finifhed  tranfgreflion,  made  an  end  of  fin,  brought 
in  everlafting  righteoufnefs,  confirmed  the  covenant,  over- 
threw principalities  arid  powers,  deflroyed  death,  opened  tip 
the  way  to  the  holy  of  holies,  laid  a  bridge  of  communica- 
tion between  heaven  and  earth,  by  which  God  might -come 
to  man  without  prejudice  to  his  juftice,  and  n\an  might  come 
unto  God  without  being  confumed  or  overwhelmed. 

4.  Another  vifit  is  the  day-fpring  of  a  gofpel-revelation  ; 
when  the  glad  tidings  of  falvation  come  firft  to  be  publiflied, 
and  "  life  and  immortality  brought  to  light,"  Matth.  iv.  15. 

'  16.  to  a  people  or  nation.  O  what  a  fweet  fpring  of  clay 
Was  it,  when,  afterthe  refurreftion  of  Chrift,  the  apoltles,  and 
other  minifters,  as  the  heralds  of  the  great  Meffiah,  began  to 
proclaim  pardon,  peace  and  falvation  through  his  blood,  firft 
to  the  Jews,  and  afterward  to  the  Cxentile  nations  !  how  did 
the  dark  mifts  of  Jewifh  ritesjj  types,  and  ceremonies,  and  of 
Gentile  idolatry  and  abominations,  evatrifh,  before  the  bright 
rays  of  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  conveyed  in  the  difpenfa* 
tion  of  the  gofpel !  and  what  multitudes  of  converts  were 
added  unto  the  church,  compared,  for  their  innumerable 
number,  unto  the  drops  of  the  dew  from  the  womb  of  the 
morning  !  And  what  a  fweet  fpring  of  day  was  there  in  our. 
own  land,  when  the  gofpel  came  at  firft  to  be  preached  to  our 
forefathers,  who  were  lying  under  a  dark  liight  of  Pagan 
idolatry  !  And  when  after  that  a  dark  night  of  Popifti  bliud- 
nefs  and  idolatry  had  overfpread  us  again,  what  a  fweet  day- 
fpring  from  on  high  did  vifit  us  in  our  reformation  !  and  what 
a  pleafant  ,edge  of  life  and  zeal  for  God  and  his  glory  was 
there  to  be  found  upon  the  fpirits  of  our  nobles,  geiitry,  and 
commons^  tvhich  dilcovered  itfelf  in  their  frequent  renewing 
of  their  folemn  covenants,  to  ftnnd  by,  and  maintain  1  work 
of  reformation  againft  the  emifl*aries  of  hell  and  Rome  !  and 
how  fignally  did  the  Lord  countenance  that  work  by  the 
downpouring  of  his  Spirit,  and  the  remarkable  fuccefs  of  the 
gofpel  in  the  converfion  of  many  fouls  !  So  then,  I  fay,  the 
preaching  of  the  gofpel  in  a  land,  or  among  a  people,  is  a 
fweet  vifit  of  the  day-fpring  from  on  high. 

5.  The  day  of  converfion  is  another  vifit  of  the  day-fpring 
from  on  high  ;  when  '•  God  who  commanded  the  light  to 
Aine  out  of  darknefs,  fliines  into  the  heart,  to  give  the  light 
of  the'  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God,  in  the  face  of  Jefus 
Chrift/'     O  ho\v  fweet  and  furprifmg  a  VAx.  Vs^  xXxx-s^X  -sceA. 
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what  a  fweet  daj  does  then  break  and  fpring  up  in  the  foul^ 
It  is  fuch  a  vifit  as  brings  lights  and  fuch  a  light  as  turns  th€ 
fliadow  of  death  into  a  pleafant  morning.  It  is  a  light  thai 
not  only  fhines  upon  the  man,  but  fhines  into  his  hearty  irra* 
diating  all  the  powers  of  his  foul,  and  tranflating  him  from 
darknefs  to  a  marvellous  light.  It  is  *^  the  light  of  the  know* 
ledge  of  the  glory  of  God."  The  Spirit  now  begins  to  rend 
the  face  of  the  covering  that  was  upon  the  foul,  fo  that  the 
beams  of  divine  glory,  which  fliined  externally  in  a  gofpel 
difpenfatiou,  do  now  break  in  upon  the  foul,  changing  him 
from  glory  to  glory  ;  the*  Spirit  now  glorifies  Chrift,  by  ta» 
king  the  things  of  Chrift,  and  fbewing  them  unto  the  foul* 
And  all  this  is  in  the  face  or  perfon  of  Chrift.  The  man, 
who  before  could  fee  no  form  or  comelinefs  in  him  why  he 
{hould  be  defired,  he  now  fees  him  to  be  **  fairer  than  the 
children  of  men,  the  brightnefs  of  his  Father's  glory,  and  the 
cxprefs  image  of  his  perfon  "  and  his  heart  rifea  at  every  word 
or  dod:rine  that  has  the  leaft  tendency  to  difparage  his  drying 
glory.  O  Sirs,  has  the  day- fpring  from  on  high  thus  vi* 
fited  you  ?  If  fo,  then  I  may  fafely  fay,  as  Chrift  did  to  Zac^ 
cheus,  **  This  day  is  falvation  come  to  thy  houfe,"  to  thy 
heart,  to  thy  foul. 

6.  There  is  the  day-fpring  of  a  renewed  manifeftation  of' 
Chrift,  after  a  dark  night  of  defertion.  Perhaps  the  poor  be- 
liever has  been  walking  in  darknefs,  and  could  fee  no  light  J 
clouds  and  darknefs  were  round  about  him  ;  God  was  hiding, 
Satan  harrafEng  him  with  his  fiery  darts,  iniquities  prevail* 
ing,  trouble  and  diftrefs  furrounding  him  on  every  hand,  and 
the  poor  foul  brought  to  that  pinch,  as  to  be  crying  out,  "  O 
that  it  were  with  me  as  in  months  paft  !  I  am  caft  out  of  his 
fight  ;  his  mercy  is  clean  gone,  he  hath  forgotten  to  be  gra- 
cious ;"  like  Zion,  "  the  Lord  hath  forfaken  me,  and  my 
Lord  hath  forgotten  me."  However,  at  length  the  day  breaks, 
the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  arifes,  breaks  through  all  iiiterpofing 
clouds,  giving  fuch  a  cliallenge  of  grace  as  that.  If.  xl.  27. 
«  Why  fayeft  thou,  O  Jacob,  and  fpeakeft,  O  Ifrad,  My 
way  is  hid  from  the  Lord,  and  my  judgement  is  paffed  over 
from  my  God  ?''  and  he  takes  the  poor  foul  all  in  his  arms 
and  bofom,  faying  to  it,  as  he  did  to  Ephraim,  **  Thou  art 
mydearfon,  thou  art  my  pleafant  child,  I  remember  thee 
flill,  my  bowels  are  troubled  for  thee,  1  will  furely  have 
mercy  upon  thee  ;  and  with  everlafting  kindnefs  am  I  now 
returned  to,  thee,  though  for  a  fmall  moment  I  had  forfaken 
thee."  O  what  a  fweet  vifit  is  this,  and  what  a  fweet  day 
breaks  upon  the  foul  !  How  is  unbelief,  jealoufy,  defponden- 
cy,  and  falfe  furmifes  of  God,  put  out  of  countenance  !    And 

heartily 
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ieartily  does  the  foul  bead  itfelf  for  its  rafli  and  haftj  con- 
clu&OQs  of  the  Lord's  love  and  faithfulnefs,  f^^ying,  "  So  foolifli 
was  I,  and  ignorant :  I  was  as  a  beaft  before  thee."  O  now, 
noyv,  the  day  is  again  broken,  and  1  fee  that  "  his  anger  en- 
dureth  but  a  moment ;  in  his  favour  is  life :  weeping  may 
endure  for  a  night,  but  joy  cometh  in  the  morning/*  Such 
a  vifit  of  the  day-fpring  froai  on  high  had  the  fpoufe.  Cant. 
iii.  I — 4.  apid  Cant.  ii.  8. 

7.  I  might  tell  you,  that  there  is  a  fweet  day-fpring  vifit, 
that  Chrift  makes  to  his  people  at  death  and  the  laft  judge- 
ment :  John  xiv.  3.  "  I  go  away^  hut  I  will  come  again,  and 
jreceive  you  unto  myfelf,  that  where  I  am,  there  ye  may  be 
alfo."  This  is  the  day-fpring  of  eternal  glory,  which  fhall 
never  fuffer  an  eclipfe,  and  which  fhall  never  end  in  a  night 
ofdefertion,  or  affliftion,  or  death.  XKit  up  thy  head,  be-^ 
liever,  for  this  day  of  complete  redemption  is  drawing  near ; 
the  day  of  complete  redemption  to  thy  foul  is  coming  at 
death,  and  complete  redemption  to  thy  foul  and  body  is  a- 
coming  :  for  ^*  when  Chrifl  who  is  thy  life  fhall  appear,  then 
flialt  thou  alfo  appear  with  him  in  glory ;"  thou  fhalt  then 
fing,  and  fay,  **  Lo  this  is  our  God,  we  have  waited  for  him, 
we  will  be  glad,  and  rejoice  in  his  falvation."  Thus  I  have 
tald  you  of  fome  of  Chrifl's  vifits,  which  makes  the  day  to 
fpring  from  on  high* 

III.  The  third  thing  propofed  was,  to  inquire  why  Chrijfs 
vifits  are  likened  unto  the  fpring  of  day.  I  anfwcr  in  the  fol* 
lowing  particulars. 

1.  The  fpring  of  day  brings  light  with  it ;  it  difpels  the 
clouds,  the  fogs,  and  darknefs  of  the  night.  So  Chrifl's  vi- 
fits, they  bring  light  to  the  poor  foul  that  was  in  darknefs, 
the  light  of  knowledge,  the  light  of  comfort  and  joy  along 
witli  them.  The  fun  of  righteoufnefs,  he  fcatters  beams  of 
light  round  about  him,  wherever  he  goes.  And  this  light  is 
nothing  elfe  than  the  dawnings  of  glory  in  the  foul,  there  be- 
ing only  a  gradual  difference  between  the  light  of  grace  here, 
and  the  light  of  glory  hereafter,  the  firll  being  an  infallible 
pledge  and  earneft  of  the  laft. 

2.  The  fpring  of  day  is  gradual  and  growing ;  the  begin- 
nings of  it  are  fmall,  but  the  latter  end  of  it  doth  greatly  in- 
creafe.  The  day  doth  not  fpring  up  all  at  once  ;  no,  but  by 
little  ;and  little  it  advances  till  it  come  to  the  mid-day.  So  is 
it  in  Chrift's  vifits  that  he  makes  to  a  land,  or  to  a  particular 
perfon,  his  light  is  gradual  and  growing.  When  once  he  be- 
gins to  fhine,  he  Ihines  "more  and  more  unto  the  perfedl 
day."     The  Sun  of  righteoufnefs,  when  once  he  arifcs  on  a 

Vol.  I.  3  G  ^^vA 
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foul  with  hpaling  in  his  wings,  he  is  ay  on  the  afcendant, 
and  will  be  fo  till  the  mid-day  of  glory  come.  Yea,  for 
ought  I  know,  there  will  be  new  fcenes  of  glory  opening  to  the 
faints  in  heaven  through  an  endlefs  eternity ;  for  it  is  impof. 
iible  that  a  finite  underflanding  can  take  in  at  once  the  perfec- 
tions of  an  infinite  God, 

3.  The  day-fpring  brings  life  and  joy  with  it.  The  birds 
begin  to  chirp  and  fing,  and  fill  the  air  with  their  melodious 
notes  ;  and  every  thing  puts  on  another  face  at  the  approach- 
ing fun.  So  Chrift's  vifits  of  grace  and  love,, they  fill  t6e  foul 
of  the  believer  with  a  fpiritual  melody  :  the  time  of  the  fing- 
ing  of  birds  draws  near,  when  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  arifes. 
When  he  arifes  in  a  gofpel-difpenfation ,  proclaiming  his  fel- 
vation  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  then  is  fulfilled  that  word, 

'"  If.  xxiv.  16.  "  From  the  uttermoft  part  of  the  earth  have  we 
heard  fongs,  even  glory  to  the  righteous."  And  when  he 
arifes  on  the  foul  in  converfion,  or  in  a  renewed  manifefta- 
tion,  the  poor  foul  it  lays  afide  its  fackcloth :  it  gets  **  the  oil 
of  joy  for  mourning,  and  the  garmient  of  praife  for  the  fpirit  of 
heavinefs." 

4.  The  fpring  of  the  day  is  itrefiftible ;  all  the  power  of 
men  and  devils,  with  all  their  combined  force,  the  groffeft 
darknefs,  the  thicfkeft  fogs,  cantiot  hinder  the  dawning  of  the 
morning-light.  So  Chrift's  vifits  of  grace,  whether  in  a  gof- 
pel-difpenfation at  converfion,  or  in  renewed  intimations,  they 
cannot  be  hindered.  When  his  fet  time  to  favour  Zion  is 
come,  he  will  not  be  let  or  ftopt.  The  mountains  of  dittance, 
ignorance,  enmity,  unbelief,  they  melt  away  before  him; 
they  flow  down  **  at  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  at  the  prefence 
of  the  God  of  Jacob."  Every  thing  that  ftands  in  his  way  eva*. 
ni files,  as  the  darknefs  of  the  night  evaniflies  at  the  approach 
of  the  fuo.  Gates  of  brafs,  and  bars  of  iron,  are  broken ; 
llrong  holds  are-  ruined  ;  high  and  towering  imaginations,  that 
exalted'  themfelves:  againft  him,  are  all  levelled  and  brought 
down,  when  he  has'  a  mind  to  come. 

5.  The  fpring  of  the  day  is  manifeftative  ;  it  difcovers 
things  that  lay  hid  in  the  darknefs  of  ,the  night.  The  trees, 
the  flowers,  the  herbs,  and  other  things  wherewith  the  face 
of  the  earth  is  befpangled  and  adorned,  they  lie  hid  in  the 
darknefs  of  the  night  j  but  when  the  day  fprings  up,  they 
appear  in  their*  beauty.  So  here,  before  Chrift  vifit  the  foul, 
the  glories  of  a  gofpel-difpenfation  they  lie  hid ;  but  when- 
ever Chrift,  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs,  arifes,  the  foul  "  fees 
the  glory  of  the  Lord,  an^  the  excellency  of  our  God :"  it 

juil  comes,  as  it  were,  into  a  new  world  of  wonders.     The 
wjilerks  of  the  kingdom,  tUe  myfttiy  oi  ^Timx^,  \:c^^  tcv^- 
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fiery  of  the  incarnation,  the  myftery  of  union  with  Chrifl^, 
the  myftery  of  juftification  by  his  righteoufnefs,  of  fandifica- 
tion  by  his  Spirit,  the  fecrets  of  the  covenant,  and  every  truth 
of  religion,  appears  with  a  new  beauty  and  luftre  :  then  it  is, 
that  fin  is  feen  in  its  exceeding  finfulnefe,  the  law  in  its  ex- 
tent and  fpirituality,  the  covenant  in  its  freedom,  Chrift  in 
his  fulnefs,  God  in  his  greatnefs  and  excellency.  Hence  the 
day  of  converfion  is  called  the  *'  opening  of  the  eyes  of  the 
blind,"  and  the  fpirit  of  Chrift  a  "  Spirit  of  wifdom  and  re- 
velation.'* 

6.  The  fpring  of  day  is  fure  to  them  that  have  feen  day- 
light. Who  doubts  of  the  return  of  the  morning,  even  when 
the  fun  is  fet,  and  on  the  other  fide  of  the  globe  ?  So  Chrift's 
vifits,  in  the  renewed  manifeftations  of  his  love,  are  fure  to 
the  foul  that  has  once  had  the  day-fpring  from  on  high  vifit- 
ing  it  in  converfion.  God's  covenant  of  grace,  wherein  he 
has  engaged  his  faithfulnefs  to  return  with  everlajiing  kind- 
nefs^  is  as  firm  as  his  covenant  with  day.  And  this,  by  the . 
Way,  may  ferve  to  ftop  the  mouth  of  unbelief ;  when  under 
darknefs  and  hiding,  it  is  ready  to  foy,  **  His  mercy  is  cleaa 
gone,"  and  "  he  hath  in  anger  fhut  up  his  tender  mercies  ;" 
for  as  fure  as  the  natural  day  will  fpriag,  as  fur^  fhall  the 
Sun  of  righteoufnefs  return  again  to  thy  foul  with  healing  un- 
der his  wings. 

7.  The  fpring  of  day  may  be  clear,  and  yet  clouds  may  caft 
up  after  the  day  \%  broken.  There  may  be  a  fair  blink  in  the 
morning,  and  the  fun  may  wade  through  clouds  all  the  day  ; 
yea,  may  perhaps  fet  in  a  cloud.  So  here,  there  may  be  a 
bright  blink  in  the  day  of  converting  love,  and  yet,  in  a  little, 
the  fun  may  be  eclipfed,  and  the  poor  foul  held,  all  its  days 
in  this  world,  in  bondage,  through  defertion,  temptation,  af- 
flidlion,  and  fears  of  death  ;  yea,  perhaps  the  fun  alfo  may 
fet  in  a  cloud,  I  mean  the  foul  die  under  a  cloud  ;  but  though 
it  be  fo,  yet  as  the  fun  fets  in  fafety,  though  it  fet  in  a  cloud, 
fo  the  foul  may,  and  doth  die  in  fafety,  though  it  may  die  iu 
darknefs- 

8.  The  light  of  the  day-fpring  is  a  common  thing,  the  beg* 
gar  may  ufe  it  as  well  as  the  king.  So  the  light  and  grace  of 
God  in  the  gofpcl-difpenfation  is  common  and  free  to  rich  and 
poor,  &c.  Thus  you  fee  in  what  refpefts  Chrift's  vifits  arc 
like  the  fpring  of  day. 

IV.  The  fourth  thing  was,  to  inquire  what  fort  of  a  day  it 
is  that  Chrijl's  vifits  bring  along  with  them. 
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1.  It  IS  a  day  of  power :  Pfal.  ex.  3.  '*  Thy  people  fhall  be 
willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power."     When  he  comes  to  vifit 

^  the  foul  with  efficacious  grace,  the  bars  of  death  are  broken  ^ 
the  gates  of  brafs  are  opened,  the  everlafting  doors  are  lifted 
up,  the  foundations  of  Satan*s  ufurped  kingdom  are  fhaken, 
and  the  foul  tranflated  out  of  darknefs  into  tho  kingdom  of 
his  dear  Son  ;  hence  we  read  of  the  revealing  of  God's  arm. 
If.  liii.  I.  It  is  a  day  wherein  Chrift  comes  travelling  in  tbt 
greatnefs  ofhisjlrengthy  fhewing  \\\TC\{fM  nrighty  tofave, 

2.  Chrift's  vifits  make  a  day  of  falvation  to  fpring  from  ow 
high  on  the  foul :  hence  when  Chrift  pays  a  vifit  to  Zaccheus, 
he  tells  him,  **  This  day  is  falvation  come  to  thy  houfe."  SaU 
vation  follows  the  Saviour's  vifits  in  his  train  ;  falvation  from 
the  curfe  of  the  law,  the  ftroke  of  juftice  ;  falvation  from  the 
power  of  fin,  the  guilt  of  fin,  the  filth  of  fin  ;  falvation  from 
the  wrath  that  is  to  come.  And  when  this  day  fprings  from 
on  high  on  the  foul,  the  poor  creature  cannot  but  fay  and  fing, 
^'  He  that  is  our  God,  is  the  God  of  falvation  ;  and  unto  God 
the  Lord  belong  the  iflues  from  death.  Salvation  to  our  God 
which  fitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb,  for  ever.'* 

3.  Chrift's  vifit  brings  a  day  of  efpoufals  with  it ;  Jer.  ii. 
^.  "  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  I  remember  thee,  the  kindnefs  of 
thy  youth,  and  the  love  of  thine  efpoufals."  Song  iii.  ii. 
**  Go  forth,  O  ye  daughters  of  Zion,  and  behold  king  Solomon 
with  the  crown  wherewith  his  mother  crowned  him  in  the  day 
of  his  efpoufals,  and  in  the  day  of  the  gladnefs  of  his  heart.'* 
Whenever  Chrift  approaches,  and  manifefts  his  glory  to^  the 
foul,  he  appears  as  a  bridegroom  prefenting  the  marriage-con- 
tract of  the  covenant  in  his  hand,  faying  as  the  fervant  of 
Abraham  to  Rebekab,  **  Wilt  thou  go  with  this  man?"  Where- 
iipo'i  the  foul  immediately  yields  itfelf,  with  heart  and  hand, 
faying,  "  I  am  the  Lord's.  Whither  thou  goeft  I  will  go  ; 
and  thou  lodged,  I  will  lodge.  Neither  death,  nor  life,  nor 
thin.gs  prefent,  nor  things  to  come,  flinll  feparate"  me  from 
this  better  hulband,  "  who  is  raifed  from  the  dead.'* 

4.  Chrift's  vifit  makes  a  day  of  liberty  to  fpring  up.  The 
poor  creature  was  under  the  hardeft  bondage  and  captivity, 
ihut  up  in  the  prifon  of  fin,  (hut  up  under  the  law's  curfe,  fliut 
lip  in  the  very  gall  oj  hitternefs  ;  but,  O  !  whenever  Chrift 
comes,  he  cries  to  the  prifoners  to  come  forthy  to  them  that  fit. 
in  dark,  Shew  your/elves.  He  **  proclaims  liberty  to  the  cap- 
tives, and  the  opening  of  the  prifon  to  them  that  are  bound. 
O  Sirs,  there  is  no  liberty  like  that  which  comes  with  Chrift's 
vifit ;  **  whom  the  Son  makes  free,  they  are  free  indeed  ;" 

hence  called  "  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  fons  of  God."  Free- 
(/cm  from  fiu,  from  Satan,^  ftota  x.\\^  vJo^\^^lx5i\sw\v\v\iVi.V\fcC^  the 
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reign  of  natural  enmity.  Chrifl's  vifit  brings  a  year  of  releafe, 
a  jubilee  with  it ;  "  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord,  the  day 
of  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord.'* 

5,  Chrift's  vifit  makes  a  day  of  reft  to  fpring  up  to  the  foal. 
It  is  a  Sabbath,  a  day  of  reft  ;  for  then  it  is  that  the  foul  enters 
into  his  reft  by  believing.  Tlie  poor  creature  was  wearying 
itfelf  in  the  greatnefs  of  its  way,  toiling  and  working  at  the 
oar  of  the  duties  of  the  law,  in  order  to  get  life  and  righteouf- 
nefs  ;  it  was  going  under  the  weight  of  fin,  as  a  burden  too 
heavy  for  it  to  bear,  going  under  the  arrows  of  the  Almighty, 
that  were  drinking  up  his  fpirits :  but,  Ci  !  when  the  day  fprings 
from  on  high,  it  cries  with  David,  **  Return  unto  thy  reft,  O 
my  foul,  for  the  Lord  hath  dealt  bountifully  with  thee.*'  At 
the  firft  fi^ht  of  Chrift  the  foul  cries  out,  as  the  Lord  faid  of 
Zion,  **  This  is  my  reft  for  ever  :  here  will  I  dwell,  for  my 
foul  defiires  it,  and  likes  it  well." 

6.  Chrift's  vifit  from  on  high  brings  a  day  of  love  along 
with  it ;  Ezek.  xvi.  **  1  hy  time  was  a  time  of  love,"  viz.  when 
'^  vifited  thee.  It  is  a  time  of  love  on  Chrift's  fide  ;  for  then 
It  is  that  he  gives  vent  unto  elefting  and  redeeming  love,  and 
fajs  to  the  foul,  "  I  have  loved  thee  with"  an  everlafting  love, 
ani.  with  loving-kindnefs  have  I  drawn  thee."  His  love  to 
the  ^oor  foul  was  like  a  fire  pent  up  in  his  breaft,  feeking  a 
vent  rind  longing  for  a  vent ;  but,  O  !  when  the  day  fprings 
from  ^n  high,  the  love  of  God  runs  out  like  a  river,  from 
**  the  Urone  of  God  and  of  the  Lamb."  And  then  it  is  a  day 
of  love  <ji  the  believer's  fide  alfo  ;  the  love  of  God  being  flied 
abroad  in^is  heart  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  it  make  his  heart  to 
burn  withii  him  ;  fo  that  he  loves  the  Lord  with  all  his  heart, 
foul,  ftrengh  and  mind.  *^  Many  waters  cannot  quench  love, 
neither  are  al  floods  able  to  drown  it ;  if  a  man  would  give  all 
the  fubftance  C  his  houfe"  to  draw  it  away  from  Chrift  "  it  would 
Utterly  be  conojnncd.  Who  fliall  feparate  us  from  the  lov^ 
of  Chrift  ?"  &c. 

7.  It  is  a  dayof  grace;  for  then  it  is  that  **  grace  reigns 
through  righteou-icfs/'  in  a  triumpliant  manner.  The  ciTence 
of  grace  lies  in  thefreedom  and  liberality  of  love,  without  re- 
gard unto  merit,  oiwithout  any  manner  of  conftraint.  O  how 
doth  the  freedom  c:  grace  Ihiiie  with  a  peculiar  luftre  and 
majefty  in  the  day  o.Chrift's  vifit  to  the  foul  !  The  foul  that 
before  faw  God  fittinion  a  throne  of  juftice,  expedling  every 
xnomeiit  a  fcntei.ce  of  ondemnation  trom  him,  now  fees  him 
in  Clirift  {.tting  on  a  tlione  of  grace,  ftretching  out  a  fceptre 
of  grace,  calling  tl.e  finne  to  come  and  receive  grace  and  mercy 
to  iiclp  it  in  time  of  neec  Q  how  liberal  is  a  God  of  tyrac^ 
in  {Jihnh,  when  the  dny  Iplngs  from  ou  \u^v\\  B.^  ^\N^s\v\Wi- 
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felf,  he  gives  his  Son,  he  gives  his  fpirit,  he  gives  grace,  he 
gives  glory,  he  gives  all  the  Jure  mercies  of  David,  and  all 
without  money  or  price. 

8.  Chrift's  vifit  is  a  day  of  wonder  ;  for  then  the  man  fees 
him  whofe  name  is  "  Wonderful,  Counfellor,  The  mighty 
God,  The  everlafting  Father,  The  Prince  of  peace.". The  man 
he  eiiters  into  a  new  worlds  "  a  new  heaven,  and  a  new  earth 
wherein  dwelleth  righteoufnefs.''  The  man,  when  he  looks 
back  to  his  former  ftate  of  darknefs,  deadnefs,  diftance,  he 
cannot  mifs,  to  be  furprifed  at  the  wonderful  alteration  of  af- 
fairs with  him ;  hence  in  the  day  of  Chrift's  vifit  in  the  mom-  . 
ing  of  converfion,  the  man  is  faid  to  be  tranjlated  into  a  mar" 
vellous  light.  The  man  wonders  at  Chrift,  as  though  he  had 
never  heard  of  him  before ;  he  wonders  at  the  great  myftery 
of  godlinefs,  God  manifejled  in  the  Jlejb.  He  wonders  at  the 
love  of  God  in  Chrift,  "  O  the  heiglit,  the  depth,  the  breadth,, 
and  length  of  the  love  of  God,  which  pafleth  knowledge !" 
He  wonders  at  the  freedom,  fulnefs,  ftability  of  a  new  cove- 
nant. He  wonders  to  fee  Chrift,  the  head  of  the  covenant, 
and  all  the  promifes  of  it  yea  and  amen  in  him*  In  a  word 
he  wonders  at  every  thing ;  and  he  wonders  where  his  ey* 
were,  that  he  never  faw  thefe  things  before. 

9.  It  is  an  everlafting  day  that  fprings  from  on  high^  "w^en 
Chrift  firft  vifits  the  foul,  a  day  that  ihall  never  end.  In- 
deed the  light  of  the  day  may  fometimes  be  fadly  obCdred, 
infomuch  that,  to  the  believer's  fenfe,  he  may  be  under ^  dark 
night,  and  fee  no  light :  but,  O  !  whenever  the  fun  a^fes,  he 
Ihall  never  fet  again  ;  no,  no  ;  "  the  Lord  ihall  be  ^J  ever- 
lafting light,  and  thy  God  thy  glory," 

V.  Tht  ffth  thing  was,  to  Jhew  why  this  dff  is  faid  t& 
fpring  from  on  high.  Unto  this  I  anfwer  in  'hefe  two  or 
three  things. 

1.  Becaufe  Chrift  himfelf  is  the  moft  high  C>d,  «  the  high 
ard  lofty  One  that  inhabiteth  eternity."  Indeed  Arians 
would  make  him  an  inferior  kind  of  Dei^>  as  though  he 
were  not  the  felf- fame  independent,  felf-^ftent  God  with 
the  Father.  But  whatever  others  think  ^  fay,  to  derogate 
from  his  glory,  let  us  honour  him  as  we^onour  the  Father  ; 
for  he  is  "  the  mighty  God,  the  everlafti/g  Father,  God  bleff- 
ed  for  ever,  the  everlafting  God,  the  h(A>  the  Creator  of  all 
the  ends  of  the  earth." 

2.  This  day  is  faid  to  fpring  from  lA  high,  becaufe  of  his 
royal  defcent  and  progeny,  by  eternajgeneration  from  his  Fa- 
ther ;  he  is  "  the  only  begotten  of /is  Father,"  the  fame  in 

fubfluiice,  equal  in  power  and  ^\Qilf  ^vxiv  \\\xsi,    O  wonder^ 
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Sirs,  that  ever  a  pcrfon  of  his  excellency  fliould  have  ftooped 
fo  low,  as  to  pay  a  vifit  unto  naan  upon  earth  !  and  yet 
fo  it  is,  that  "  the  Word  was  made  flefli,  and  dwelt  among 
us." 

3.  He  is  faid  to  fpring  from  on  high,  becaufe  he  is  the  lead- 
ing bleffing  that  comes  down  from  above,  from  the  Father  of 
lights.  He  is  the  unfpeakable  gift  of  God,  and  the  gift  that 
'  brings  all  gifts  and  graces  in  his  train  and  retinue  :  "  He  that 
fpared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all,  how 
Ihall  he  not  with  him  alfo  freely  give  us  all  things  !"  He  it  is 
that  brings  down  the  new  Jerufakm  to  the  earth  with  him  : 
the  greateft  glory  of  heaven  came,  and  vifited  this  lower 
world,  when  he  came. 

VI.  Tii^Jixth  thing, is,  the  applieation.  And  xhtjirji  ufe 
fliall  be  of  information^  in  the  particulars  following.  Is  it  fo, 
that  the  day-fpring  from  on  high  hath  vifited  us  ?  then, 

1.  See  hence  the  amazing  love  of  God  to  the  loft  family  of 
Adam«  When  angels  finned,  they  were  "  referved  in  chains 
under  darknefs,"  and  a  night  of  eternal  darknefs  continues 
upon  them  ;  but  when  he  pafled  them  by,  he  made  the  day^ 

Jpringfrom  on  high  to  vijit  us  :  on  which  account  we  may 
well  take  up  that  fong,  Pfal.  cxviii.  27.  "  God  is  the  Lord, 
which  hath  fhewed  uS  light."  O  Sirs,  wonder  and  admire  at 
this  love,  that  paffeth  all  knowledge  !  John  iii.  16.  "  God  fo 
loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,"  &c. 
and,  I  John  iv.  10.  "  Herein  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  God, 
but  that  he  loved  us,  and  fent  his  Son  to  be  the  propitiation 
for  our  fins." 

2.  See  hence  what  great  kindnefs  and  love  lodges  in  the 
heart  of  our  Immanuel  tp  periQiing  finners.  A  vifit  is  taken 
as  a  token  of  love  and  kindnefs,  efpecially  the  vifit  of  one 
that  is  far  above  us.  If  a  nobleman,  a  king,  a  potentate, 
fhould  come  and  vifit  a  beggar  in  his"  cottage^  every  body 
would  immediately  conclude  that  he  had  a  great  kindnefs  for 
that  beggar.  Well,  Sirs,  this  is  the  cafe  here  ;  the  eternal 
Son  of  God,  he  had  fuch  a  kindnefs  for  Adam's  family,  that 
he  would  needs  pay  us  a  vifit.  And  O  what  a  kindly  vifit 
was  it !  He  was  not  content  barely  to  come  and  fee  how  we 
4id,  and  then  leave  us  as  he  found  us,  which  is  our  cuftom 
when  we  vifit  one  another;  no,  but  he  would  needs  be  fib  to  us, 
**  bone  of  our  bone,  and  flefli  of  our  flcfli ;"  and  becaufe  we 
were  drowned  in  debt,  he  would  needs  become  furety  for  us; 
and  becaufe  no  lefs  would  pay  our  debt  than  blood,  therefore 
be  "  poured  out  his  foul  unto  death"  for  us^  till  ^3^^"^^^  ^-^^x^^ 
It  Is  enough,  and  gave  him  a  free  diiidvatgi  oi  out  ^^\>\.^\':vV\^ 
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refiirreftion  from  the  dead,  bj  which  we  arc  begotten  again 
unto  a  lively  hope  of  an  everlafting  inheritance  that  is  incorrupt 
tible  and  undejiled*  And  not  onlj  has  he  done  all  this,  but  he 
comes  again  and  vl&ts  loft  iinners  in  a  gofpeUdifpenfatioDy 
courting  their  kindnefs,  befeeching  them  to  be  reconciled  to 
God  through  him,  offering  to  betroth  them  unto  himfelf  for 
■ever.  O  !  is  not  this  **  good-will  towards  men  on  earth," 
that  may  make  every  one  of  us  to  cry  out.  Glory  to  God  in 
the  highejly  that  the  day -fpring  from  on  high  hath  vifited  us  ? 

3.  See  hence  what  happy  perfoiiS  believers  are :  why,  they 
are  **  children  of  light,  and  of  the  day  ;'*  for  the  day-fpring 
from  on  high  hath  vifited  them.  As  there  was  light  in  Go- 
fhen,  when  all  the  reft  of  the  land  of  Egypt  was  overfpread 
with  darknefs  ;  fo  there  is  light  in  the  dwellings  of  the  righ- 
teous, when  all  the  reft  of  the  world  are  overfpread  with  a 
worfe  than  Egyptian  darknefs.  And  therefore,  what  Mofes 
faid  of  Ifrael,  when  comparing  them  with  the  reft  of  the  na- 
tions, that  may  we  fay  of  believers,  the  true  Ifrael  of  God, 
*•  The  people  fliall  dwell  alone,  and  fliall  not  be  reckoned 
among  the  nations.  Happy  art  thou,  O  Ifrael :  who  is  like 
■unto  thee,  O  people  faved  by  the  Lord,  the  fliield  of  thy  help, 
and  who  is  the  fword  of  thy  excellency  !" 

4.  See  hence  the  mifery  of  all  Chriftlefs,  unbelieving  fin- 
ners  :  why,  they  are  ftill  in  darknefs,  the  day-fpring  from  on 
high  never  vifited  them.  It  is  obfervable,  the  words  of  the 
apoftle,  fpeaking  of  finners  that  are  ftrangers  unto  Chrift, 
they  are  darknefs ^  Eph.  v.  8.  Once  were  ye  darknefs;  not  only 
are  they  dark,  but  they  are  darknefs  itfelf.  O,  for  the  Lord's 
fake,  come  to  "  the  true  light  which  lighteth  every  man  that 
Cometh  into  the  world."  Come  and  fee  the  light  of  the  Sun 
of  righteoufnefs :  come,  fee  and  live.  But  more  of  this  after- 
ward. 

5.  See  hence  whence  it  is  that  Chrift  is  fo  precious,  and  his 
vifits  fo  valuable  to  a  believer.  He  himfelf  is  fo  precious  to 
them,  that  they  efteem  all  things  but  dung  and  lofs,  in  com- 
parifon  of  him  ;  he  is  far  more  excellent  than  all  the  moun- 
tains of  prey:  and  his  vifits  are  fo  valuable  in  their  eyes,  that 
when  he  is  abfent  they  go  mourning  without  the  fun  ;  all  the 
world  cannot  comfort  them,  till  they  fee  him,  and  find  him  : 
O  empty  minifters,  empty  ordinances,  empty  word  and  facra- 
xnents,  empty  prayer  and  praife,  till  Chrift  himfelf  come* 
Why,  the  reafon  of  it  is  this,  the  day  never  "fprings  till  he 
come  ;  and  when  he  comes,  he  turns  the  fliadow  of  death  into 
the  morning ;  and  the  poor  foul,  when  the  day-fpring  from 
on  high  vifits  it,  it  **  looks  forth  as  the  morning,  fair  as  the 
Hioon,  and  clear  as  the  fun*'* 

6.  See 
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6.  See  heoccy  whence  it  is  that  the  faints  are  lightened  by 
looidng  unto  Jefus,  Pfal.  xxxiv.  5.  «•  They  looked  unto  him, 
and  were  lightened ;"  why,  they  cannot  mifs  to  be  lightened, 
when  they  fee  the'  day-fpriog  from  on  high  arifing  on  their 
fouls  ;  then  is  that  word  fulfilled^  Pfal.  xxx.  5.  *<  Weeping 
may  endure  for  a  night,  but  joy  cometh  in  the  morning." 

7.  See  hence,  how  it  comes  that  the  gofpel  is  fo  glorious  ; 
it  is  a  difpenfation  of  glory,  and  called  **  the  glorious  gofpel 
of  the  blciffed  God:"  why,  what  makes  it  fo  full  of  glory  ? 
why,  the  reafoais,  the  gofpel  is  the  very  vehicle  of  this  day- 
Ipring  from  on  high,  by  which  **  the  light  of  the  knowledge 
of  the  glory  of  God,  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift/*  is  conveyed 
tons.  **  Life  and  immortality  is  brought  to  light  by  the 
gofpel.*'     O  value  and  prize  it,  and  improve  it.  . 

'Xhefecond  ufe,  at  prefent,  fliall  be  in  a  word  of  Exbori^'^ 
tioHy  in  three  branches. 

The  firfi  branch  of  exhortation :  Is  it  fo,  that  the  day- 
fpring  from  on  high  hath  vifited  us  ?  O  then,  Sirs,  be  exhort- 
ed to  come  and  fee  the  beams  of  the  day-fpring,  and  fee  the 
glorious  things  that  he  difcovers  by  his  light;  O  come  and 
fee  the  day-fpring  from  on  high^  and  the  beams  of  divine  glo- 
ry, that  have  broken  up  in  the  manifeftation  of  the  Son  of 
God  in  our  nature,  and  in  the  vifit  that  he  makes  to  us  in  a 
gofpel-difpenfation.  O  Sirs,  G^od  the  Father  invites  you,  and 
calls  you,  *'  Behold  my  ferirant  whom  I  uphold,  mine  elc£k 
10  whom  my  foul  delighteth,"  He  himfelf  invites  you  to 
behold  him,  *'  Look  unto  me,  and  be  ye  faved,  all  the  ends 
of  the  earth.''  Come  and  fee  the  glory  of  his  Father  in  him ; 
for  he  is  **  the  brightnefs  of  the  Father's  glory,  and  the  ex- 
prefs  image  of  his  perfon  ;  and  he  that  hath  feen  him,  hath 
feen  the  Father,"  he  being  the  fame  fupreme  God,  the  fame 
independent,  felf-exiftent,  neceflary  Being,  with  the  Father. 
O  !  woes  us,  that  fach  horrid  blafpbemy  fliould  be  uttered 
againU  the  Son  of  God  in  the  church  of  Scotland,  as  if  he 
were  an  inferior  kind  of  deity,  whereby  we  ihould  have 
more  gods  than  one.  And  woes  me,^  that  blafphemy  againil 
the  Son  of  God  ihould  not  meet  with  a  deeper  refentment  in 
this  church,  than  a  bare  fufpenfion  of  the  blafphemer,  and 
that  he  flionld  have  fo  many  to  befriend  him.  But  whatever 
others  may  fay  of  him,  let  us  fpeak  honourably  of  him,  and 
own  him  to  be  the  fame  in  fubftance,  equal  in  power  and  glo- 
ry, with  his  eternal  Father.  Time  will  not  now  allow  me  to 
enter  upon  this  fubjeft,  and  let  you  fee  how  the  name  of  God, 
the  pcrfedions  of  God,  the  works  of  God,  and  the;  worfhip  of 
God,  is  afcribed  to  him  in  fcripture.     All  I  fiiall  do  at  this 
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time,  is,  only  to  take  notice  of  a  few  beams  of  divine  glorj^ 
t^at  are  evidently  to  be  feen  in  tbis  daj-fpring  from  on  h^b. 
!•  Come  and  fee  a  beam  of  adorable  fovereigntj  in  bin ; 
for  be  is  tbe  moil  bigb  God»  and  there  is  no  God  greater  tban 
he,  no  God  above  bim*  G^n.  xxii*  i6.  17.  tbere  tbe  Angel 
fpeaks  to  Abrabam  out  of  heaven,  and  that  angel  was'Cbr^, 
as  the  apoftle  tells  us,  Heb.  vi.  He  makes  ati  oath  to  Abra- 
ham, faying,  <*  In  blefEng  I  will  blefs  thee.  By  myfelf, 
(fays  he),  have  I  fworn."  And  if  you  alk  the  apoftle,  why 
he  did  fwear  by  himfelf  ?  he  virill  tell  you,  Heb.  vi.  13.  that 
**  vrhen  God  made  promife  to  Abraham,  becaufe  be  could 
fwear  by  no  greater,  he  fware  by  himfelf.'* 

2.  Come  and  fee  a  beam  of  eternity  in  this  day-fpring ; 
for  he  is  the  everlqfting  Father^  or  the  Father*  of  eternity. 
If.  ix.  6.  *<  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  beginning  and  the 
ending,  the  iirft  and  the  laft.  Before  Abraham  was,  I  am.*' 
He  was  in  the  beginning,  John  i.  i.  **  In  the  beginning  was 
the  Word,  and  the  Word  was  with  God,  and  the  Word  was 
God.*'  ^  . 

3.  Come  and  fee  a  beam  of  imchangeablenefs  in  this  monv- 
ihg  ftar,  Heb.  i.  10.  ii.  I2.  compared  with  Pfal.-  cii.  25, 
Who  reads  that  word,  Pfal.  cii.  "  Of  old  haft  thou  laid  the 
foundation  of  the  earth,  and  the  heavens  are  the  work  of  thy 
hands,'*  but  immediately  would  uqderftand  it  of  the  one  only 
living,  true,  and  unchangeable  God  ?  It  is  impoffible  to  un- 
derftand  it  of  any  other  than  of  God  himfelf.  We  fee  it  ex- 
prefsly  applied  to  Chrift,  Heb.  i.  10.  ii«  iz. 

4*  Come  and  fee  a  beam  of  adorable  wifdom  in  this  day- 
fpring,  vix.  in  an  incarnate  God,  i  Cor.  i.  24.  Chriftis  there 
called  ^*  the  wifdom  of  God,  yea,  the  wifdom  of  God  in  a 
myftery,  the  hidden  wifdom  of  God ;  all  the  treafures  of 
wifdom  and  knowledge  are  hid  in  him.'*  Never  did  the 
wifdom  of  God  difplay  itfelf  after  fuch  a  manner,  as  it  hath 
done  in  Chrift,  in  bringing  tbefe  two  natures  of  God  and 
man,  which  were  at  an  infinite  diftance,  into  a  perfonal  union 
one  with  another.  O  Sirs,  a  fight  of  this  great  wonder  would 
make  you  and  me  to  join  ifiue  with  the  apoftle,  and  fay,  ^*  O 
-the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wifdom  and  knowledge  of 
God!  how  unfearchable  are  his  judgements,  and  his  ways 
paft  finding  out ! 

5.  Come  and  fee  a  ray  of  glorious  and  amazing  power 
fpringing  up  in  the  day«fpring  of  his  incarnation.  Hence 
Chrift  is  called  not  only  the  wifdom  of  God^  but  the  power  of 
God.  The  power  of  God  is  manifefted  in  the  creation  of  the 
world,  by  a  word  fpeaking ;  it  is  manifefted  in  the  goverur 
went  of  the  world,  and  turmng  Xhe  gc^^X  vjlx^d^  of  ^rovi- 
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ilence  with  an  unerring  fieadinefs :  but  never  did  Gold  make 
fuch  fi  difcovery  of  his  power  as  he  did  in  Chrift,  when  he 
brought  infinite  and  finite,  God  and  man,  to  centre  in  the 
perfon  of  our  Immanuel.  O  Sirs,  lift  up  the  eye  of  faith, 
and  fee  Omnipotencj  everting  itfelf  in  the  man  of  God* s  tight 
hand^  whom  he  hath  made  firong for  himfelf  See  him  tread- 
ing down  the  ftrength  of  hell,  turning  the  battle  to  the  gate^ 
fpoiling  principalities,  and  powers,  dellroying  death  by  death, 
laying  the  foundation  of  a  happy  eternity,  in  the  death  and 
blood  of  his  eternal  Son. 

6.  Come  s^nd  fee  a  ray  of  divine  holinefs  fpringing  out 
from  an  incarnate  Deity.  Ifaiah,  when  he  faw  his  glory,  he 
faw  the  angels  covering  their  faces  with  their  wings,  that 
they  might  not  be  blinded  and  dazzled  with  the  beauty  of 
divine  holinefs,  crying  one  to  another,  **  Holy,  holy,  holy  is 
the  Lord  of  hofts ;  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  his  gloty.''  Ho- 
linefs  did  fliine  in  his  perfeA  obedience  to  the  holy  law,  where- 
by  he  not  only  fulfilled  it,  but  magnified  it,  and  made  it  ho-' 
nourabk  Holinefs  did  ihine  in  his  death,  wherein  he  gave 
fuch  a  difcovery  of  his  hatred  of  fin,  that  he  vrovXdfini/b  it> 
and  make  an  end  of  it,  even  at  the  expence  of  his  blood* 

7*  Come  and  fee  a  ray  of  awful  and  tremendous  juftice 
Ihining  forth  in  the  day^fpring  of  his  incarnation.  Was  there 
ever  fuch  an  ad  of  juftice  put  forth,  as  that  of  bruifing  his 
own  Son?  Sin  was  found  in  him  by  imputation :  '^  It  pleafed 
the  Lord  to  bruife  him  :'*  he  cried,  **  Awake,  O  fword,  againft 
the  man  that  is  my  fellow ;  fmite  the  ihepherd."  O  Sirs^ 
come  and  fee  juftice  fatisfied,  and  judgement  executed  on  ^he 
Son  of  God  as  our  furety,  and  this  laid  as  the  foundation 
of  a  throne  of  grace,  that  fo  he  might  be  juft,  when  he  is 
the  juftifier  of  them  that  believe  in  Jefus. 

8.  Come  and  fee  a  bright  ray  of  divine  ^ercy  and  love 
breaking  forth  in  the  day-fpring  of  his  incarnation;  the 
founding  of  his  bowels,  the  beating  of  his  blefied  heart.  O 
Sirs,  what  is  Chrift,  but  juft  the  love  of  Cod  wrapped  up  in 
fle(h  and  blood !  i  John  iv.  9.  lo.  Here  is  the  higheft  flight 
that  ever  the  love  of  God  took  ;  and  higher  it  cannot  mount* 
It  is  obferved  by  fome  divines,  that  the  other  attributes  of 
God  are  able  to  do  more  than  they  have  done  :  infinite  power 
can  make  more  worlds,  infinite  wifdom  devife  greater  things 
than  ever  yet  appeared  unto  man  ;  but  as  for  the  love  of  Godji 
it  hath  ftretched  itfelf  to  the  uttermoft  ;  it  can  go  no  further: 
what  could  he  do  more  for  us  than  to  give  his  Son,  the  Son  of 
his  love,  to  give  him  unto  the  death  ?  and  how  will  he  not 
with  him  freely  give  us  all  things  ?     **  O  the  height,  the 
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depth,  the  breadth,  and  the  length  of  the  love  of  Chrtft^ 
v^hich  paffcth  knowledge  !" 

9.  Come  and  fee  a  glorious  ray  of  divine  faithfulnefs  in 
this  day-fpring  of  a  God  manifefted  in  the  flefli.  God  made 
a  promife  to  our  firft  parents  in  paradife,  that  "  the  feed  of 
the  woman  fhould  brnife  the  head  of  the  ferpent  ;*'  that  is, 
that  God  fliould  be  incarnate,  and,  in  our  nature,  overturn 
the  deviPs  kingdom  and  government.  This  was  the  hardeft 
promife  that  ever  God  made,  and  the  moft  difficult  to  ac- 
compliih.  Well,  but  he  has  done  it :  what  was  faid  in 
a  way  of  prophecy  under  the  Old  Teftament,  is  now  to 
us  a  piece  of  glorious  hiftory,  as  a  thing  already  done.  O 
it  is  done,  it  is  done  ;  *•  God  is  manifefted  in  the  flefli  :**  and 
fo  that  firft  promife  is  fulfilled  ;  and  it  is  "  a  faithful  faying, 
worthy  of  all  acceptation*"  Now,  I  fay,  feeing  this  pro- 
mife is  fulfilled,  all  the  reft  are  eafy ;  and  we  may  have  no 
*  manner  of  doubt  about  them,  cfpecially  confidering  that  they 
ere  all  **  yea  and  amen  in  him  ;'*  they  are  all  fworn  to  him 
as  the  great  covenant  head  :  **  Once  have  I  fworn,  I  will  not 
lie  unto  David."  Thus  I  have  told  you  of  fome  rays  of  di* 
vine  grace  that  are  to  be  feen  in  this  day-fpring  from  on  high, 

I  fliall  next  tell  jrou  of  fome  fweet  fights  that  are  to  be  feen 
in  the  light  that  this  day-fpring  from  on  high  brings  along 
-with  him.  You  know,  that  the  fpring  of  the  natural  day 
difcovers  things  thai:  lay  hid  under  the  darknefs  of  the  night ; 
fo  this  day-fpring  from  on  high  has  brought  glorious  things 
to*  light,  which  I  invite  you  all  to  qome  and  fee.  I  naoEi^ 
only  thefe  few. 

I.  Come  and  fee  the  council  of  .peace  opened,  and  what 
v^as  tranfaded  among  the  perfons  of  the  glorious  Trinity. 
We  are  all  naturally  fond  of  fecrets,  to  know  what  is  in 
the  hearts  of  others  ;  and  to  know  what  God  was  doing,  and 
what  were  his  thoughts  before  the  world  was  made.  Well, 
Sirs,  the  day-fpring  from  on  high  brings  this  to  light  5  Chrift 
has  opened  the  book,  and  loofed  the  feven  feals  of  it,  which 
none  elfe  in  heaven  or  earth  were  able  to  do.  The  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  were  from  eternity  contriving  a  way 
hpw  finners  might  be  faved,  in  a  confiftency  with  juftice  and 
the  law.j  Gome  and  fee  the  Father  undertaking  to  fend 
and  uphold  his  Son  in  the  great  fervice  of  redemption  ;  the 
Son  undertaking  to  do  his  Father's  will,  by  fulfillifig  the  law, 
and  fatisfying  juftice  by  his  death  ;  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  un-f 
dertaking  the  application  of  the  whole  to  an  eleft  world,  i^ 
the  fulnefs  of  time, 

a.  Come  and  fee  the  temple  of  CJod  opened,  for  the  day- 
fpiring  from  on  high  difcovers  this  alfoj  for  the  temple  of  God 
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is  Opened  now  under  the  New  Tefiament,  a  far  more  beauti-* 
fill  tetnple  than  ever  Solomon's  was,  though  it  was  the  wonder 
of  this  lower  world.  But  O  here  is  a  temple  that  is  the  won- 
der of  heaven  and  earth,  it  draws  all  the  fpe£^ators  in  the  high* 
er  and  lower  houfe  to  behold  it;  and.  Sirs,  what  (hall  I  tell 
you,  •*  God  is  in  his  holy  temple,  hohonr  and  majefty  are  be- 
fore his  face,  ftrength  and  beauty  are  in  his  holy  place."  God 
dwelt  in  the  temple  of  Solomon  typically ;  but  here  in  the 
temple  of  the  human  nature  he  dwells  really,  yea,  tlie  fulnefs 
of  the  Godhead  dwells  bodily  here  ;  and  every  one  that  fees 
him  in  this  temple,  fees  the  brightnefs  of  the  Father's  glory, 
and  the  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon. 

3.  The  day-fpring  from  on  high  is  broken ;  and  therefore 
come  and  fee  the  way  opened  to  the  holieft  by  the  blood  of  Jef  as, 
even  a  new  and  living  way  confecrated  for  us.  O  Sirs,  the 
door  of  accefs  to  God  was  immediately  condemned  and  fliut  up 
upon  the  entry  of  fin  :  but  by  the  day-fpring  from  on  high  we 
may  fee  it  opened  again,  and  our  way  to  the  Father  patent, 
and  every  ftep  of  the  way  fprinkled  with  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb,  and  God  crying  to  you  to  come  forward  to  him  **  with 
boldnefs,'*  yea,  to  "  draw  near  with  a  true  hearty  in  full  afla- 
rance  of  faith." 

4.  Come  and  fee  the  Red  fea  divided,  Jordan  dried  up,  that 
the  Ifrael  of  God  may  have  a  fafe  and  eafy  paflage  to  the  pro- 
mifed  land  of  glory.  O  Sirs,  there  was  a  Red  Tea  of  wrath, 
a  deep  Jordan  of  death,  and  of  the  law's  curfe,  between  us  and 
glory,  but  Chrift  has  drunk  of  the  brook  in  the  way,  yea,  ho 
has  drunk  it  dry  by  his  obedience  unto  the  death. 

5.  Come  and  fee  the  pure  river  of  water  of  life,  proceeding 
out  of  the  throne  of  God  and  of^fche  Lamb.  The  fpring  of 
day  has  difcovered  this  alfo,  a  river  of  pardoning,  j unifying, 
fandifying,  comforting,  eftablifhingy'ftrengthening,  and  fin-kill- 
ing grace,  proceeding  out  of  a  throne  of  grace,  and  a  voice 
coming  out  of  the  throne,  faying,  "  Whofoever  will,  let 
him  come,  and  drink  of  the  water  of  life  freely.  Ho,  every 
one  that  thirfteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters,  and  he  that  hath  no 
money  ;  come  ye,  buy  and  eat,  yea,  come  buy  wine  and  milk, 
without  money  and  without  price." 

6.  Come  and  fee  the  tree  of  life  that  grows  in  the  upper 
Paradife,  which  bears  twelve  manner  of  fruits,  and  whofe 
leaves  are  for  the  healing  of  the  nations.  O  Sirs,  here  is  a 
fight  worthy  to  be  feen  ?  Indeed  Chrift  himfelf,  that  bleffcd 
branch  that  fprings  from  on  high,  as  the  text  may  be  rendered ; 
the  boughs  of  the  tree  are  fo  loaden  with  fruit,  that  they  bow 
down  from  heaven  to  earth,  that  we  may  fit  down  under  its 
fliadow,  and  tafte  of  the  fweetnefs  of  thefe  fruits. 
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'7.  Come  aud  fee  the  royal  law  of  God,  which  was  violate 
and  broken  in  the  firft  Adam,  again  magnified  and  made  ho- 
nourable by  Chrift  the  fecond^Adam,  and  its  Lord  well  plea- 
fed  for  his  righteoufnefs  fake  ;  come  and  fee  this  righteoufneis 
of  the  law  fulfilled  in  us  who  believe,  Chrifl  being  '<  the  end 
of  the  law  for  righteoufnef  sto  every  one  that  believeth."  O 
Sirs,  is  not  this  a  wonder  to  fee  God  fulfilling  his  own  law  as 
a  furety  for  the  broken  finner,  and  imputing  his  righteoufneis 
xmto  us  for  juftification  ?  yet  this  the  day-fpring  brings  to 
light. 

8.  Gome  and  fee  the  round  fum  that  our  Cautioner  paid  un- 
to juftice  ;  not  indeed  a  fum  of  filver  and  gold,  but  the  preci- 
ous blood  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl,  as  of  a  lamb  without  fpot ; 
blood  which  is  the  blood  of  God,  blood  of  more  value  than 
heaven  and  earth,  bloo4  fufficient  to  ranfom  ten  thoufand 
worlds,  as  to  its  internal  value  ^  blood  crying  for  better  things 
than  the  blood  of  Abel. 

9*  Come  and  fee  the  new  covenant  confirmed  and  eftabUhed : 
the  day-fpring  difcovers  this  alfo.  Adam's  covenant  was  bro- 
ken, and  we  are  all  lying  under  the  curfe  of  it  by  nature  ;  but 
lo  here  a  far  better  covenant,  even  a  covenant  of  grace,  where- 
of Chrifl  is  the  furety,  having  fealed  it  with  his  blood,  and  ap- 
pended new  vifible  feals  to  it  under  the  New  Teftamcnt,  bap- 
tifm  and  the  Lord's  fupper,  the  laft  of  which  we  are  this  daj 
about  to  celebrate.^  Come  and  fee  the  fulnefs,  freedom,  comely 
order,  liability,  and  perpetuity  of  this  covenant,  and  how  it 
Hands  fafl.in  Chrifl. 

10.  Come  and  fee  the  head  of  the  old  ferpent  bruifed,  by  his 
bruifing  the  heel  of  the  woman's  feed  :  **  For  this  purpofe  the 
Son  of  God  was  nianifefled,  that  he  might  deflroy  tlie  works  of 
the  devil,"  He  fpoiled  principalities  and  powers,  and  triumph- 
ed over  them  in  his  crofe.  So  that,  believer>  thou  mayft  take 
courage,  for  thou  hafl  only  a  routed,  broken,  and  Ihattered 
enemy  to  grapple  ivith. 

11.  Come  and  fee  death,  that  lafl  enemy,  deftroyed  by  the 
death  of  a  Redeemer  ;  for  he  has  deflroyed  death,  as  well  as 
him  that  had  the  power  of  it.  The  day-fpring  from  on  high 
lets  us  fee  light  even  in  the  valley  of  the  fhadow  of  death,  fo 
as  we  need  not  fear  any  evil  from  it ;  but  on  the  contrary,  that 
we  may  rejoice  over  it  as  a  flain  and  di farmed  enemy,  fay- 
ing, **  0« death,  where  is  thy  fling  ?  O  grave,  where  is  thy  vic- 
tory ?"  Yea,  tne  day-fpring  from  on  high  lets  us  fee  through 
the  grave,  and  the  fweet  morning  of  the  refurredlion  on  the 
other  fide  of  it ;  fo  that  that  we  may  fing  and  fay  with  Job, 
Our  "  Redeemer  lives  ;  and  therefore  though  worms  deflroy 
f>jtr  bodies,  yet  in  our  flefh  fliall  we  fee  God." 

i^.  Come 
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I  a.  Come  and  fee  a  complete  difcharge  of  the  debt  that  we 
were  owing  to  juflice  in  the  refarre^ion  of  our  glorious 
Surety.  This  alfo  may  be  read  by  the  light  of  this  day- 
fpring  from  on  high.«  As  Chrift  died  for  our  offences,  or  for 
the  puniihment  of  our  debt,  fo  he  rofe  again  for  our  jullifica« 
don,  or  to  declare  that  he  had  brought  in  everlafting  rights* 
oufhels,  on  the  account  of  which  we  are  difcharged  of  the 
debt,  and  accepted  as  righteous  in  the  fight  of  God.  O  Sirs, 
Chrift  rpfe  from  the  dead  in  the  capacity  of  a  Surety  and  Re- 
prefentative ;  and  therefore  we  are  faid  to  rife  in  him,  and 
with  him,  Col.  iii.  !•  £ph.  ii.  6.  Our  Surety,  he  did  not 
fteal  out  of  prifon,  or  break  it,  no,  but  *'  he  was  taken  frora 
prifon  and  from  judgement  :'*  the  prifon-door  was  opened  by 
an  ezprefs  order  from  the  court  of  heaven ;  and  therefore 
upon  the  third  day,  early  in  the  morning,  a  meiTenger  was 
difpatched  from  the  throne  of  juftice  to  roll  away  the  ftone 
from  the  door  of  the  fepulchre.  O  Sirs,  the  lively  view  of 
this  myftery  of  love  and  grace,  in  the  refurre6tion  of  Chrift^ 
would  make  us  all  to  take  up  that  fweet  doxology,  i  Pet. 
2.  3.  "  Blefled  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
the  Father  of  mercies,  which  according  to  his  abundant  mer- 
cy hath  begotten  us  again  into  a  lively  hope,  by  the  refur* 
redion  of  Jefus  Chrift  from  the  dead." 

13.  Come  and  fee  an  angry  and  inexorable  Deity  looking 
out  to  UB  as  a  God  0/ peace  in  the  light  of  this  day-fpring 
from  on  high.  And  how  can  he  be  but  a  God  of  peace,  fee* 
ing  he  has  brought  again  from  the  dead  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  ?  If  he  were  not  a  God  of  peace,  would  he  ever  have 
teftified  his  acceptance  of  the  fatisfaclion  at  the  hand  of  our 
Surety  at  fuch  a  rate  ?  No  furely.  And  therefore  when  we 
look  up  to  a  rifen  Chrift,  fitting  in  our  nature  at  the  right 
hand  of  God,  we  may  warrantably  conclude,  that  **  though 
he  was  zsigvjl  yet  his  anger  is  turned  away.  Behold,  God  is 
sur  falvation :  we  will  truft  and  not  be  afraid  :  for  the  Lord 
Jehovah  is  our  ftrength  and  our  fong,  he  alfo  is  become  our 
falvation,"  If.  xiii.  i.  2. 

14.  As  an  evidence  that  he  is  a  God  of  peace,  a  reconciled 
God  in  Chrift^  come  and  fee  him  making  for.all  people  in  the 
mount  of  the  gofpel,  *'  a  feaft  of  fat  things,  a  feaft  of  wines 
on  the  lees,  of  fat  things  full  of  marrow,  of  wines  on  the  lees 
well  refined."  O  Sirs,  the  day-fpring  from  on  high  difcovers 
a  well-covered  table  of  the  blefiings  of  heaven,  of  all  the  fure 
mercies  of  David,  prefented  and  ready  for  our  entertainment, 
with  a  frank  invitation  and 'call  unto  every  one,  to  c'onie  and 
eat  of  this  bread,  ami  drink  of  the  wine  that  he  has  mingled* 
And,  O  Sirs,  we  t^ll  you  in  the  name  of  God,  that  you  have 
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as  good  a  right  to  take  and  eat,  to  receive  and  apply  Chnjl:^ 
and  his  whole  fuUnefs  as  held  out  in  the  difpenfation  of  the 
gofpel;  as  ever  you  had  to  a  meal  of  meat  when  it  was  fet  be- 
fore you.  And  therefore,  **  Eat,  O  £riends^  drink,  yea^  drink 
abundantly,  O  beloved." 

15.  Come  and  fee  that  life  that  was  loft,  forfeited  by  the 
fall  of  the  firft  Adam,  recovered  and  lying  ready  for  us.  in  the 
hand  of  the  fecond  Adam.  Chrift,  as  the  fecond  Adam,  he 
ftept  into  the  room  of  the  firft  Adam,  and  fulfilled  every 
point  and  article  of  the  covenant  of  works*  which  required 
perfeA  obedience  as  the  condition  of  life.  And  therefore  life 
now  belongs  to  him  ;  and  accordingly  this  life  is  in  the  Son, 
God  has  given  unto  him  eternal  life,  John  xvii.  2.  i  John  v. 
II.  He  is  the  new  heir  of  eternal  life,  and  of  all  the  promifes 
that  belong  to  it.  O  Sirs,  is  not  this  good  news,  that  our 
Goel,  our  kind  kinfman,  has  bought  bad^  the  mortgaged  and 
forfeited  inheritance  ? 

16.  Come  and  fee  our  Kinfman  and  elder  Brother  af&gning 
and  making  over  himfelf  and  his  right  to  eternal  life  unto  us 
in  a  new  teftament,  or  new  and  better  covenant.  ^  God  hath 
given  eternal  life  unto  us"  in  his  word  of  grace  and  promife, 
.1  John  V.  II.  This  teftament,  this  promife,  this  grant,  thisoffcroJE 
life,  Is  made  to  every  man  and  woman  that  hears  the  gofpel,  or 
reads  the  Bible,  with  an  exprefs  command  tofiarcb  the  te/ia^ 
ment,  that  therein  he  may  find  eternal  life:  and  we  bad 
need  to  **  fear,  left  a  promife  being  left  us  of  entering  into 
his  reft,  any  of  us  fliould  come  fliort  of  it."  O  Sirs,  be  not 
like  fools,  having  a  price  put  in  their  hands,  yet  have  iio  wif- 
dom  to  improve  it. 

17.  Come  and  fee  to  read,  and  fubfcrlbe  all  thefe  as  the  re- 
cord of  a  glorious  Trinity  ;  for  the  day-fpring  from  on  high 
difcovers  this  alfo.  The  "  three  that  bear  record  in  heaven, 
the  Father,  the  Word,  and  the  Spirit,"  they  atteft  all  this  in 
the  capacity  of  habile  witneffes  ;  they  have  deponed  upon  the 
truth  of  every  thing  I  have  been  faying  ;  particularly  on  the 
truth  of  this,  "  that  God  hath  given  to  us  eternal  life :  and 
this  life  is  in  his  Son."  And  therefore  come  and  fee  to  fet  to 
your  feal,  that  God  is  true  ;  for  if  you  do  not,  you  make  God 
a  liar  by  unbelief ;  for  which  crime  you  are  condemned  al- 
ready. 

Obje£l.  I.  Thefe  are  indeed  fweet  difcoveries  that  arc  made 
by  the  day-fpring  from  on  high  ;  but  O,  fay  you,  how  fliall 
we  come  by  a  fight  of  them  ?  Anfw.  You  muft  open  your 
^^tSy  that  the  light  of  day  may  enter  in  to  you.  Let  the 
day-Wght  fliine  never  fo  bright,  or  whatfoever  beautiful  de- 
firable  objeds  may  be  round  about  a  man,  yet  he  cannot  fee 

while 
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VviiHe  his  ejres  are  fliut ;  and  therefore  you  rouft  needs  c^a 
jour  cjes,  if  70E  would  fee  the  day-fpring  from  on  high, 
»Dd  the  difcovefies  that  it  makes. 

OhjeEi.  2.  You  bid  me  open  mine  eyes,  but,  ;ilas  !  I  waat 
a  viiive  faculty,  and  you  may  as  well  bid  a  man  that  is  flone- 
blind  open  his  ^jes^  as  ipeak  after  that  manner  unto  me  ;  for 
I  was  born  blind,  and  therefore  cannot  fee.  Anfw,  i.  Wc 
would  think  you  brought  a  good  length,  if  you  were  but  fen- 
fiUe  really  of  your  fpiritual  or  foul  blindnefs ;  for  the 
inoft  part  that  we  have  to  deal  with,  they  are  juft  like  tlie 
Pbarifees,  who  faid  unto  Chrift,  Are  we  blind  alfo  ?  They 
think  they  fee  well  enough,  while  indeed  they  are  ftark  blind 
like  mdies  in  the  things  of  God. '  (2.)  Remember  that  it  is 
not  we,  but  God  himfelf,  that  bids  you  who  are  blind  look 
up  and  fee  this  day-fpring  from  on  high :  If.  xlii.  i.  "  Be-*" 
bold  my  fervant  whom  I  uphold.  Look  nnto  me,  and  be  ye 
faved."  And  therefore,  in  obedience  unto  him  who  com- 
maods,  attempt,  and  mint,  and  effay  to  open  your  eyes,  and 
fee  thefe  glorious  things,  which  the  day-fpring  from  on  high 
difcovers ;  for  it  is  in  this  way  that  he  recovers  iight  to  the 
blind.  He  that  bids  you  look  and  fee,  he  alfo  counfels  you  to 
buy  of  him  eye-falve,  that  you  may  fee.  (3.)  Follow  the  example 
of  blind  Bartimeus.  Chrift  is  coining  tliis  way  to-day,  for  his 
way  is  in  his  fanftuary  ;  and  while  you  hear  the  found  of  his 
retinue  or  attendants  on  this  occafion,  lift  up  your  voice  to 
him,  and  fay,  "  Jefus  thou  fun  qf  David,  have  mercy  on  me, 
and  let  me  receive  my  fight :"  only  aik  in  faith,  nothing 
doubting  of  his  ability  and  willingnefs  to  do  it ;  for  it  is  his 
promife  to  open  blind  eyes,  to  make  the  lame  to  leap  like  an  hart, 
and  the  tongue  of  the  dumb  to  fing.  This  much  then  for 
myjirji  exhortation,  to  come  and  fee  the  day-fpring  from  on 
high,  fee  his  glorious  rays,  and  the  glorious  difcoveries  that 
he  has  made  to  a  loll  world.    I  proceed  now  to  a 

Second  exhortation.  Is  it  fo  that  the  day-fpring  from  on 
high  hath  vifited  us  ?  Has  he  vifited  us  by  an  adual  affuming 
of  our  nature,  which  he  is  now  wearing  ia  heaven  ?  and  doth 
he  vifit  us  with  the  offers  of  his  grace  and  love  in  a  gofpel- 
difpenfation  ?  O  then  be  exhorted  and  intreated  to  receive 
and  entertain  his  vifit.  O  bid  him  welcome,  and  fay,  **  Blefif- 
ed  is  he  that  cometh  in  the  nanve  of  the  Lord  to  fave  us.'* 
What  is  faith  ?  we  are  ay  calling  you  to  believe  :  and  if  you 
aik  what  it  is,  here  is  a  plain  and  eafy  anfwer.  It  is  juft  to  re- 
ceive and  welcome  the  Son  of  God,  the  Saviour  of  finriers, 
coming  to  vifit  you  in  the  gofpel  call  and  offer.  You  all 
know  what  it  is  to  receive  a  vifit  from  a  friend  ;  when  you  re- 
ceive him  you  hid  him  welcome,  you  open  your  door  to  him". 

Vol.  I.    .  3  E  -voa 
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you  give  him  his  errand,  and  intreat  him  to  flay  with  you. 
So  to  believe,  is  to  entertain  the  vifit  of  him  that  brings  the 
day-fpring  from  on  high  along  with  him  ;  it  is  to  make  open 
doors  to  him,  to  lift  up  the  everlafting  gates  of  j:^our  fouls, 
and  bid  him  hearty  welcome,  and  to  give  him  his  er- 
rand, by  trufting  him  in  his  faving,  juftifying, '  fanAifying, 
and  reconciling  work. 

O  Sirs,  need  I  ufe  any  motives  or  arguments  to  perfuade 
you  to  entertain  the  vifit  of  the  day-fpring  from  on  high  ? 
You  welcome  the  day- vifit  of  the  natural  fun  in  the  firma- 
ment ;  and  will  you  not  welcome  and  receive  the  vifits  of  the 
Sun  of  righteoufnefs,  who  comes  with  healing  under  his  wings 
to  you  ?  However,  becaufe  fad  experience  tells  us  that  they 
are  but  few  who  do  really  entertain  his  vifit  that  he  makes  in 
a  gofpel-difpenfation  j  yea,  it  is  the  hardeft  matter  in  the 
world  to  perfuade  finner;5  to  give  him  a  hearty  welcome  ;  I 
ihaU  offer  a  few  gofpel-confiderations  to  your  rational  facul- 
ties to  perfuade  you.  And  while  we  are  fpeaking,  O  be  call- 
ing up  to  heaven,  that  God  himfelf,  by  a  fweet  and  irrefiftible 
power,  may  perfuade  and  enable  you  to  make  his  vifits  wel« 
come. 

Confider  then,  i.  Who  he  is,  and  whence  he  comes.  O  ! 
well  may  we  cry  out,  **  Who  is  this  that  cometh  ^rom  Edom, 
with  dyed  garments  from  Bozrah  ?"  Men  and  angels  cannot 
declare  his  generation.  Such  is  his  excellency,  that  we  can- 
not frame  to  pronounce  his  name,  or  call  him  **  Lord,  but  by 
the  Holy  Spirit."  His  name  is  the  "  King  of  kingSy 
and  Lord  of  lords,  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth."  O 
who  would  refufe  to  welcome  his  vifits,  who  humbles  him- 
felf when  he  beholds  things  that  are  in  heaven  !  And  then 
will  you  confider  from  whence  he  comes  ;  he  comes  from  a 
far  country,  the  land  afar  off*;  he  has  left  his  royal  palace, 
and  all  the  pleafures  that  he  had  with  his  Father  before  the 
world  was,  to  vifit  you,  and  yet  will  you  not  make  him  wel- 
come ?  If  a  great  king  fliould  undertake  a  journey  from  the 
uttermoft  wings  of  the  earth  to  make  a  vifit  to  any  of  you, 
would  you  bid  him  depart  from  you  ?  would  you  caft  your 
idoor  in  his  face  when  he  were  come  ?  Well,  Sirs,  this  is  the 
cafe ;  and  therefore,  O  receive  and  entertain  his  vifit  that  he 
makes  to  you  in  the  difpenfation  of  the  glorious  gofpel. 

2.  Confider  what  is  his  errand,  when  he  comes  to  vifit  us 
lirom  oh  high.  Indeed  you  and  I  might  have  expedled  a  vifit 
of  wrath  and  vengeance,  that  he  fliould  come  to  refent  his 
own  and  bis  Father's  quarrel,  for  the  contempt  of  his  autho- 
rity, and  the  violation  of  his  holy  law.  But,  O  Sirs,  what 
ihaU  I  tell  you,  **  Chrift  came  not  to  condenm  the  worlds  but 
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that  the  world  through  him  might  be  faved ;  the  Son  of  man 
came  to  feek  and  fave[that  which  was  loft :"  he  came  to  de- 
liver jou  out  of  the  hands  of  your  enemies,  that  jou  maj 
^'  ferve  him  without  fear,  in  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs  before 
him  all  the  days  of  your  life."  His  errand  in  his  vifit  that 
he  is  making  this  day^  is  to  hide  you  from  the  ftormy  wind 
and  tempeft  of  God's  wrath,  that  is  ready  to  break  upon  you^ 
and  overwhelm  you  for  ever.  His  errand  is  to  waih  you,  be- 
caufe  you  are  polluted,  plunged  in  a  ditch,  fo  that  your  own 
clothes  abhor  you|;  and  he  is  faying  to  the  filthy  finner,  '^  I  will 
fprinkle  clean  water  upon  you,  and  ye  fhall  be  clean :  from 
dil  your  filthinefs,  and  from  all  your  idols  will  I  cleanfe  you." 
His  errand  is  to  heal  you,  becaufe  ye  are  over-run  with 
wounds,  bruifes,  and  putrifying  fores :  thou  art  like  the  poor 
man  that  was  lying  wounded  half  dead  between  Jerufalem 
and  Jericho ;  he  is  the  tender-hearted  Samaritan  come  to  bind 
up  and  heal  thy  wounds.  He  fees  thee  ftark  naked,  without 
a  rag  to  cover  thee  ;  and  therefore  his  errand  is  to  clothe  thee 
nuith  the  garments  of  fahation^  and  to  cover  thee  with  the  robe 
of  righteoufnefs.  His  errand  is  to  open  thy  prifon-doors,  to 
knock  off  thy  fetters,  and  to  confer  a  glorious  liberty  upon 
you.  O  Sirs,  who  is  it  in  his  right  wits  that  would  refufe 
to  entertain  a  vifit  from  one  that  comes  upon  fuch  an  errand  ? 

3.  Confider  what  rough  ways,  what  thorny  paths,  what 
hardfliips  and  difficulties  he  has  gone  through,  in  pajing  a 
vifit  to  yon  in  a  gofpel-difpenfation.  He  had  the  wrath  of 
his  Father,  the  rage  of  men  and  devils,  to  encounter  in  his 
way.  He  was  torn  in  pieces  ;  his  foul  and  body  rent  afunder 
in  his  way  to  you.  He  was  hunted  like  the  hind  of  the 
morning,  and  chafed  up  and  down  by  the  hounds  of  hell,  till 
they  flew  him  on  mount  Calvary ;  and  all  for  your  fake,  and 
out  of  kindnefs  to  you.  In  a  word,  mountains  were  in  his 
way ;  but  he  came  *'  leaping  upon  the  mountains,  and  fkip* 
ping  upon  the  hills."  Seas  of  blood  and  wrath  were  in  his 
way ;  but  he  wades  them  all  to  pay  you  a  vifit.  And  yet 
when  he  is  come  through  all  thefe,  and  innumerable  more 
hardfliips  out  of  kindnefs  to  you,  O  will  you  not  make  him 
welcome  when  he  is  come  ? 

4.  Will  you  confider  how  near  he  is  come  to  you  in  this 
day-fpring  of  gofpcl-light.  He  is  come  fo  near  in  his  vifit, 
that  he  is  even  at  thy  door :  ''  Behold  I  ftand  at  the  door  and 
knock."  His  vifit  is  fo  near,  that  thou  needs  not  **  afcend  into 
heaven,  nor  defcend  into  the  deep,"  in  queft  of  him  :  **  The 
word  is  nigh  thee,  even  in  thy  mouth,  and  in  thy  heart ;  that 
is  the  word  of  faith  which  we  preach."  And  when  he  him- 
^If  comes  near,  he  brings  his  righteoufnefs  and  falvation 

aloui^ 


4o8  TBe  liny^Jf  ring  from  on  High. 

along  t^rifh  him,"  If.  xlvi.  13.  Now,  why  is  he  come  fo  near 
tf^  vifit  thee  with  his  righteoufnefs  and  falvation,  but  that 
thoti  tnayft  give  hira  a  kindly  welcome  ?  O  fay,  "  This  is  a 
faithful  faying,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation^  that  Chrift  Je- 
fifs  came  into  the  world  to  fave  finners." 

^i  Yoir  are  i6ncladed  under  a  royal  law,  enafted  by  the 
atrthority  of  Heaven,  to  cntettain  the  vifit  of  this  day-fpring 
from  on  high  •  and  a  law  whidi  is  fenced  with  the  fevereft  pe- 
nalty, if  it  bedifobeyed.  The  law  is  recorded,  i  jfohniii.  23. 
*'  This  is  his  commandment,  that  we  Ihould  believe  on  the 
nftfne  of  hts  Son  Jefus  Chrift  :"^  and  this  God  looks  upon  as 
the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  our  work  and  bufinefs  in  the  world, 
Johnf  vi.  29,  <*  This  is  the  work  of  God  that  ye  believe  o!n 
Wm  whom  he  hath  feht."  And  unlefs  that  you,  welcome  the 
vifit  that  his  Son  ms^kes  youj  no  other  work  or  fervice  yott 
do  hirfi  can  be  accepted  ;  for  *'  without  faith  it  is  impoffible 
to  pleafe  hifty."  And  therefore.  Sirs,  confider,  it  is  not  left 
optional  to  you  to  entertain  his  vifit  or  not;  no,  if  you  do  not, 
-ftyi  ate  giiilty  of  rebellion  againft  God,  arid  of  difobediends  to 
the  great  command  that  was  iffued  ont  from  the  throne  of  glory 
above  5  and  **  difobedience  is  as  the  fin  of  witchcraft,"  which  is 
to  be  pitniflied  with  burning. 

'6.  Confider  how  well  he  takes  it,  when  his  vifit  is  received, 
when  he  is  entertained  in  a  way  of  believing  :  O  it  is  **  the 
day  of  the  gladnefs  of  his  heart ;"  he  comes  in^  and  fups  with 
Hs,  and  We  with  him.  Chrift  rejoiced  in  Spirit,  when  an^ac- 
count  tvas  brought  to  him,  that  his  gofpel  was  received 
through  the  cities  of  Ifrael.  He  takes  it  fo  kindly  when  his 
vifits  are  entertained,  that  he  comes  in,  and  fixes  his  reft  and 
abode  in  the  foul,  never  to  depart :  he  fays,  **  This  is  my  reft 
for  ever :  here  will  I  dwell,  for  I  have  defired  it." 

7.  Confider  that  this  vifit  of  the  day-fpring  from  on  high 
will  not  always  laft ;  I  mean,  his  vifits  in  a  gofpel- difpenfation 
will  come  to  an  •  end.  We  read  fometimes  in  fcripture  of  a 
day  of  grace, -a  day  of  falvation,  a  day  which  is  the  finner's 
day  :  **  If  thou  hadft  known  in  this  thy  day,  the  things  which 
belong  unto  thy  peace  !"  fays  the  Lord  to  Jerufalem.  Jeru- 
falem's  day  was  the  day  in  which  Chrift  vifited  them  in  his 
own  perfon,  and  by  the  miniftry  of  his  apoftles,  opening  up 
the  great  nlyftery  of  falvation  :  that  day  of  theirs  is  now  fet, 
and  a  long  dark  night  is  come  upon  them  ;  **  the  things  that 
belong  to  their  peace  are  hid  from  their  eyes."  So,  Sirs,  this 
is  the  day  in  which  Chrift,  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs,  is  vifit* 
ing  you  ;  but  you  know  not  how  foon  he  may  withdraw,  and 
have  our  houfe  difolate  ,•  he  may  lift  his  tent,  and  remove  to 
another  place  of  the  world.     But  however  the  day  of  gofpel 
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light  may  be  continued  in  the  land,  yet  death  will  put  an  end 
to  it,  as  to  every  individual  perfon  in  a  very  little.  And 
therefore,  O,  for  the  Lord's  fake,  entertain  him,  while  his 
vifiting-day  continues.  This  is  the  "  acceptable. time,  this  is 
the  day  of  falvation  :  If  ye  will  hear  his  voice,  harden  not 
your  hearts,  left  he  fwear,  that  ye  fliall  never  enter  into  his 
reft." 

8.  To  engage  you  to  entertain  and  welcome  the  vifit  of  the 
day- fpring  from  on  high,  confider  that  he  is  loath  at  his  very 
heart  to  go  away  with  a  flight :  he  bates  parting  and  putting 
away  i  he  dow  not  think  of  departing  without  getting  a  wel- 
come :  Hof.  xi.  8.  "  How  fliall  1  give  thee  up  Ephraim  ?  how 
fliall  I  deliver  thee,  Ifrael  ?  how  ihall  1  make  thee  as  Admah? 
how  (hall  Ifet  thee  as  Zeboim  ?  mine  heart  is  turned  within 
me,  my  repen tings  are  kindled  together." 

9.  His  heart  is  faddened  to  the  laft  degree,  when  his  vifits 
arc  not  entertained ;  he  wept  over  Jeriifalem,  laying,  "  If  tliou 
hadft  known,  even  thou,  at  leaft  in  this  thy  day,  the  things 
which -belong  unto  thy  peace!  but  now  they  are  hid  from 
thine  eyes."  O  Sirs,  how  can  you  find  in  your  heart  to  fad- 
den  his  heart,  that  brings  the  day-fpring  from  on  high  with 
him  ?  Chrift  had  many  a  fad  heart,  when  he  was  here  upon 
earthv;  he  was  "  a  man  of  forrows,  and  acquainted  with 
griefs :"  but  will  you  make  his  heart  fad  now,  when  he  is  in 
heaven  ?  There  is  nothing  has  fuch  a  tendency  to  fadden  his 
heart  in  heaven,  as  to  fee  finners  rejeding  the  vifits  and  offers 
of  his  grace  and  love,  that  he  makes  to  them  by  the  gofpel. 

10.  If  you  do  not  entertain  the  vifits  of  his  grace  now,  he 
will  vifit  you  in  another  manner  ;  he  will  pay  you  a  fad  vifit. 
Perhaps  he  may  vifit  you  in  a  way  of  awful  wrath  and  judge- 
ment, even  on  this  fide  of  time  :  "  Shall  I  not  vifit  for  thefe 
things  ?  and  fiiall  not  my  foul  be  avenged  on  fuch  a  nation  as 
this  ?"  Sometimes  fad  temporal  judgements  follow  upon  the 
rejed:ion  of  Chrift,  even  in  this  life.  But  though  you  may 
perhaps  efcape  temporal  ftrokes,  yet  there  is  a  fad  vifit  abi- 
ding you  at  death  and  the  laft  judgement ;  when  Chrift  ap- 
pears in  his  glory,  rearing  up  his  tribunal  in  the  clouds,  then 
you  who  would  not  entertain  his  vifits  of  grace,  ftiall  begin  to 
weep  and  wail  :  Rev.  i.  7.  "  Behold,  he  cometh  with  clouds ; 
and  every  eye  fliall  fee  him,  and  they  alfo  which  pierced  him : 
and  all  kindreds  of  the  earth  fliall  wail  becaufe  of  him."  O 
Sirs,  let  thefe  things  prevail  with  you  to  entertain  the  vifit 
the  day-fpring  from  on  high  is  making  to  you  in  the  gofpel- 
difpenfation. 

OhjeB.  I.  You  bid  me  entertain  his  gofpel- vifit;  but,  alas  ! 
I  am  ay  thinking,  that  his  vifit  is 'to  others,  and  not  to  me. 
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lanfwer,  That  is  juft  the  art  and  fubterfuge  of  unbelief;  un- 
der a  pretended  modefty  it  will  not  receive  Chrift*s  vifits,  as 
if  his  vifits  were  for  others,  and  not  for  the  foul  in  particular. 
But,  Sirs,  allow  me  to  tell  you,  that  though  unbelief  may  carry 
a  bluih  of  pretended  humility  in  its  countenance,  yet  it  is  no- 
thing but  deviliih  pride  at  the  root  or  bottom.  But  whate- 
ver may  be  the  furmife  of  unbelief,  yet  I  can  affure  you,  ia 
the  name  of  God,  that  his  vilit  in  the  gofpel-difpenfation  is 
to  thee,  man,  to  thee,  woman,  as  particularly  as  if  thou  wert 
named  by  name  and  firname ;  he  flands  at  every  individual 
man's  door,  and  knocks,  faying,  **  Open  to  me,  and  I  will 
come  in  ;"  and  to  you  is  the  voice  of  wifdom  direded,  even 
to  the  fons  of  men.  And  therefore,  take  it  home  and  apply 
it  to  yourfelf  in  particular,  with  as  great  affurance  as  though 
you  heard  a  voice  oUt  of  heaven,  calling  you  by  name  and  fir- 
name. 

OhJeB.  2.  I  would  fain  receive  his  vifit,  but  I  think  I  fee 
great  mountains  between  him  and  nie,  he  is  behind  the  moun- 
tains, and  I  am  far  off  from  him,  and  he  is  far  away  from  me. 
^f{p^*  Jefus  Chrift  is  not  fo  far  off,  as  every  unbelieving 
heart  would  fuggeft  ;  for,  **  behold  he  ftandeth  behind  our 
wall,  waiting  to  fee  if  we  will  rue  upon  him,  and  receive  his 
vifit.  Thou  fayeft  thou  art  afar  off,  but  his  voice  is  even  un- 
to fuch.  If.  Ivii.  19.  "  I  create  the  fruit  of  the  lips ;  peace, 
peace  to  him  that  is  far  off,  and  to  him  that  is  near.  The 
promife  is  unto  you,  and  to  your  children,  and  to  all  that  are 
afar  ofl^"  fays  Peter  to  his  hearers,  A6b  ii.  39.;  and  the  fame 
fay  I  unto  you.  You  fay  there  are  mountains  between  him 
and  you ;  but  "  behold  he  cometh  leaping  npon  the  moun- 
tains, and  ikipping  upon  the  hills."  If  thou  wilt  but  give 
him  entertainment,  he  will  make  all  mountains  as  a  plain  at 
his  prefence  :  "  Jordan  is  driven  back ;  the  mountains  ikip 
away  like  rams,  and  the  little  hills  like  lambs." 

Obje6i,  3.  My  fins  are  fo  great,  that  he  will  never  vifit  me. 
jinfw.  See  him  vifiting  the  greateft  of  finners  with  the  offers 
of  his  love  and  grace.  If.  i.  18.  "  Come  now,  and  let  us  rea- 
fon  together,  faith  the  Lord  :  though  your  fins  be  as  fcarlet, 
they  (hall  be  as  white  as  fnow  ;  though  they  be  red  like  crim- 
fon,  they  fhall  be  as  wool." ' 

Ohjeii.  4.  1  am  a  condemned  finner,  under  fentence  of  death 
from  the  holy  law  ;  therefore  his  vifits  cannot  be  to  me. 
Aiijw.  He  comes  to  vifit  you  and  me,  becaufe  we  are  con- 
demned to  die.  His  vifit  that  he  made  in  his  incarnation, 
was,  **  to  them  that  were  under  the  law,  to  redeem  them,  that 
we  might  receive  the  adoption  of  fons.  And  if  you  will  re- 
ceive his  vifit  in  the  gofpel,  the  featence  of  condemnation 
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(hall  that  moment  be  taken  off  you  ;  for  **  he  that  believeth 
on  the  Son  of  God,  is  not  condemned ;  yea,  there  is  no  con- 
demnation to  them  which  are  in  Chrifl  Jefus." 

OhjeB.  5.  I  am  vile,  filthy,  and  polluted  ;  therefore  his  vi- 
fit  is  not  to  me.  Anfw,  **  Though  thou  haft  lien  among  the 
pots^  he  will  make  thee  as  the  wings  of  a  dove,  covered  with 
filver,  and  her  feathers  with  yellow  gold."  He  is  faying  to 
thee  this  day,  **  Wilt  thou  be  made  clean  ?  I  will  fprinkle 
clean  water  upon  thee,  and  thou  (halt  be  clean  :  from  iall  thy 
filth inefs,  and  from  all  thine  idols  will  I  cleanfe  thee." 

ObjeB.  6.  I  have  refufed  his  vifits  in  the  gofpel  fo  often, 
that  I  am  afraid  he  is  gone,  he  is  departed,  and  will  never 
come  again.  Anfw.  Jer.  iii.  i.  **  Though  thou  haft  played 
the  harlot  with  many  lovers  ;  yet  return  again  to  me  faith 
the  Lord."  He  calls  backfliders  to  return,  and  he  will  heal 
their  backjlidings, 

OhjeB.  7.  I  do  not  know  if  I  be  among  the  elefl  that  were 
given  to  Chrift  ;  and,  if'fo,  his  vifit  is  not  to  me.  Anfw,  His 
vifits  and  offers  of  grace  in  the  gofpel  are  to  finners,  to  "  men, 
and  to  the  fons  of  men ;"  and  if  thou  find  thy  name  there, 
thou  haft  no  reafon  to  exclude  thyfelf.  You  begin  at  the 
Wrong  end  of  things,  when  you  meddle  with  the  decrees  of 
God,  which  are  fecret  things,  and  belong  to  the  Lord.  Look  ^ 
ye  to  things  that  are  revealed  in  the  word  firft,  and  that  * 
is  the  way  to  win  in  to  the  knowledge  of  the  fecret  defigns  of 
his  heart ;  and,  for  your  encouragement  to  take  this  way,  I 
never  yet  heard  it  mifcarry.  They  who  take  God  at  his 
word,  and  hold  him  at  his  word,  they  find  themfelves  among 
the  number  of  the  eleft  ;  whereas  they  that  will  needs  begin 
firft  to  fearch  God's  fecret  decree,  and  die  in  this  way  of  do- 
ing, they  find  themfelves  among  the  number  of  reprobates  ia 
the  end.  And  therefore  meddle  you  firft  with  things  that 
are  revealed,  fearch  the  fcriptures,  confult  the  oracles  of  the 
word,  read  your  name  tliere,  and  fee  whether  or  not  Chrift 
ije  fpeaking  to  you,  and  vifiting  you  there :  and  thus  you 
fliall  know  that  love  lies  in  his  heart  to  you. 

OhjeB.  8*  You  bid  me  receive  Chrift's  vifits  5  but,  alas  I 
how  can  I  do  it  ?  I  have  no  entertaimcnt  for  him.  Anfw, 
He  brings  entertainment  with  him.  When  his  vifit  is  received, 
he  comes,  and  he  fups  with  us,  and  caufcs  us  fup  with  him. 
If  you  think  that  you  have  any  entertainment  but  what  he 
brings  with  him,  I  have  little  hope  of  you  indeed. 

ObjeB.  9.  I  am  a  poor  hard-hearted  finner,  my  heart  is  like 
a  piece  of  the  nether  milftone.  Anfw.  Entertain  his  vifit ; 
for  "  he  takes  away  the  ftony  heart,  and  gives  thelieart  of  fiefli." 

ObjeB.  io#  I  am  fo  impotent,  that  I  cannot  open  to  hini 
uhen  he  comes  5  how  can  I  receire  his  vifit,  when  the  ke^ 
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of  the  heart  hangs  only  at  his  own  girdle  ?  jinfw.  He  comes 
to  vifit  thee  becaufe  thou  art  impotent,  to  give  thee  ftrength  ; 
and  he  has  faid,  that  he  will  **  give  power  to  the  faint,  and 
increafe  ftrength  to  them  that  have  no  might :  only  put  the 
work  in  his  hand,  and  he  will  work  all  thy  works  in  thee  and 
for  thee. 

A  third  branch  of  exhortation  from  the  doftrine  is  this,  I 
exhort  you,  and  call  you  not  only  to  receive  the  vifit  that  he 
is  making  to  you  in  a  gofpel-difpeniation,  but  look  up  to  him 
for  a  vifit  of  his  fpecial  grace  and  love,  on  this  occafion,  ta 
jrour  own  fouls.  O  pray  that  the  day-fpring  may  break  up 
among  us.  Believe,  expeft,  hope,  and  truft  for  a  vifit  of  the 
glorious  "  Sun  of  righteoufnefs,  the  bright  and  morning  Star, 
that  in  his  temple  every  one  may  fpeak  of  his  glory."  1  fay  it 
again,  that  I  would  have  you  to  hope,  believe,  truft,  and  wait 
for  a  vifit  of  the  influences  of  his  Spirit,  of  the  difcoveries  of 
his  glory,  of  the  light  of  his  countenance  to  your  own  fouls, 
on  this  occafion.  I  am  perfuaded,  that  it  would  fare  better 
with  us,  if  we  were  more  taken  up  in  trufting,  and  hoping, 
and  expeding  of  good  at  the  Lord's  hand.  Many  folk,  they 
go  to  pray,  go  to  hear  the  word,  go  to  a  (acrament ;  but  they 
do  it  as  if  no  good  were  to  be  got  at  the  Lord's  hand,  as  if  the 
mafter  of  the  feaft  kept  a  narrow  houfe,  and  grudged  to  give 
of  his  goodnefs  to  his  guefts.  They  think,  that  his  liberal 
offers,  and  calls,  and  invitations  are  only  from  the  teeth  for- 
ward.  But,  O  Sirs,  this  is  a  refle61:ion  on  our  glprious  Lord 
and  Mafter,  and  I  would  have  you  entertain  better  thoughts 
of  him,  and  to  come  with  expe&ation  and  hope  of  a  vifit  of 
the  day-fpring  from  on  high. 

Here  I  fliall  fliew,  i .  What  advantages  a  vifit  of  the  day* 
fpring  brings  along  with  ;t.  2.  What  grounds  your  faith  and 
hope  have  to  go  upon,  in  expefting  it,  and  looking  for  it. 

The  Jirji  thing  is,  to  tell  you  of  fome  advantages  a  vifit  of 
the  day-fpring  from  on  high  brings  along  with  him. 

I.  His  vifits  hy  his  Spirit's  influences  and  communications 
of  his  grace  and  love,  whether  in  converfion,  or  in  renewed 
manifettations,  bring  life  with  them  unto  the  dead  finner,  or 
languifliing  faint  and  believer.  And  O  how  can  it  be  otherwife ! 
for  he  is  the  Lord  and  Prince  of  life  ;  he  is  "  the  refurreftion 
and  the  life,  the  way,  the  truth,  and  thevlife."  Whenever  he 
comes  near  unto  the  dead  finner,  the  Spirit  of  life  enters  into 
him,  though  he  were  as  dead  as  the  dry  bones  that  were  fcat- 
tered  about  the  grave's  mouth.  And  whenever  he  eomes 
near  unto  the  languifliing  believer,  he  revives  as  the  com, 
when  a  warm  fliower  of  the  rain  of  heaven  falls  upon  it.  The 
fields  laugh,  the  bread  of  corn,  that  was  withered,  pricks  up 
J  .  .  its 
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its  beady  and  looks  pleafant,  with  a  fhower  of  rain,  and  a  warm 
blink  of  the  fun.  Juft  the  fame  efFeA  has  a  vifit  of  the  day- 
fpritig  from  on  high  on  the  foal :  **  I  will  be  as  the  dew  unto 
Ifrael :"  and  what  then  ?  "  He  ihall  grow  as  the  lily,  and 
caft  forth  his  roots  as  Lcbanori.  They  that  dwdl  under  his 
jhadow  ihall  return,  they  fliall  revive  as  the  corn,  and  grow 
as  the  vine,  the  fcent  ttiereof  fliall  be  as  the  wine  of  Lebanon," 
Hof.  xiv.  5.  7. 

a.  A  vifit  of  t!iis  day-fpring  from  on  high  brings  riches  and 
wealth  along  with  it ;  and  no  wonder,  for  he  is  "  the  heir  of 
ail  things.  In  him  are  hid  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and 
knowledge  ;*'  unfearchable  riciies  are  with  him.  And  when 
he  vifits  the  foul  with  his  falvation,  he  does  as  the  wife  men 
of  the  eaft  did  to  him,  when  they  came  and  Taw  him  in  his 
fwaddling  clothes,  they  made  a  prefent  of  gold  to  him  ;  and 
be  makes  a  prefent  of  gold  when  he  vifits  the  foul,  far  better 
than  the  gold  of  Ophit ;  yea,  he  fays  to  the  foul^  as  be  faid  to 
his  Father  in  his  prayer,  John  xvii.  All  mine  are  thine;  ail  that 
1  have  is  thine  ;  I  am  thine,  and  all  that  follow  jne  ;  all  the 
treafures  of  mj  grace  and  glory,  I  affign  them,  and  make  tjiem 
over  unto  tbee.     O  !  is  not  iiieh  a  vifit  valuable  ? 

3.  Chritl's  vifit  brings  honour  alpng  with  it :  "  Riches  and 
honour  are  with  me.  Ever  *fince  thou  wail  precious  in  my 
ifight,  thou  haft  been  honourable."  When  this  day«fpring 
vifits  the  foul,  he  fets  tiie  foul  on  liigh  ;  "  lie  raifetih  up  the 
]pooi/pui'CMit'o£  the  duft,  and  Lifteth  the  needy  out  of  the  dung- 
hill :  that  he  may  fet  him  wjlth  princes,  even  wit^  the  princes 
of  his  (people,"  ffal.  cxiii.  7.  8.  It  is  nothing  elfe  but  a  vifit 
of  this  day-^ring,  that  makes  the  Ajcftievea:  "  more  exceUent 
•than  his  «fiigl>bour." 

•  4.  His  vifits  bring  alacrity,  joy,  .and  ch«erfulnefs  alxwig  with 
them.  When  tbis  day-ftar  arifes  in  'the  iheart  of  a  finner, 
ihat  has  been  wsoding  through  the  blacknafs  and  darknefs  of 
a  law-tcrapeft,  O  what  a  ftrange  alteration  doth  he  make  in 
the  foul !  The  froor  thing  that  was  expefting  every  manvent 
to  drop  into  iliell,  begins  to  rejoice  in 'the  hope  of  ^he  glory  of 
God.  DavddjFfal.  cxvi.  3.  he  is  crying  out  through  tbe  terrors 
of  the  law  and  of  confcience,  and  the  melancholy  appreben- 
fions  of  vindiftive  wrath,  **  The  forrows  ^  death  compaffed 
me,  and  the  pains  of  hell  gat  hold  upon  tne;  I  foimd  trouble 
and  forrow  :"  however,  the  day-fpring  from  on  high  arifes  on 
his  foul,  in  the  following  part  of  the  pfalm,  and  thereupon  he 
alters  his  note,  and  chants  andfings  to  the  praifes  of  the  Lord, 
faying,  **  I  was  brought  low,  and  he  helped  me.  What  fhall 
I  render  unto  the  Lord,  for  all  his  benefits  towards  mc  ?    I 

Vol.  I.  3  F  will 
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will  take  the  cup  of  falvation^  and  call  upon  the  name  of  the 
Lord." 

5.  A  vifit  of  the  day-fpring  brings  ftrength  with  it  to  the 
weak  and  weary  foul.  *'  He  giveth  power  to  the  faint,  and 
ir^creafeth  ftrength  to  them  that  have  no  might.  O !  when^ 
ever  he  comes,  he  makes  the  feeble  as  David,  and  as  the  angel 
of  God  before  him.  The  man  who  had  no  might  becomes 
ilrong  for  work,  faying,  "  Lord,  what  wijt  thou  have  me  to 
do  ?"  ftrong  for  war,  the  arms  of  his  hands  are  "  made  ftrong 
through  the  mighty  God  of  Jacob ;"  ftrong  for  enduring  trials 
and  aftli£lions,  faying,  *'  Though  he  (liould  kill  me,  yet 
will  I  truft  in  him.  Who  fhall  feparate  me  from  the  love  of 
Chrift  ?"  In  a  word,  the  man  that  was  (inking  through  dcf- 
pondcncy,  by  the  prevailing  of  unbelief,  becomes  "  ftrong  io 
faith,  giving  glory  to  God." 

6.  A  vifit  of  the  day-fpring  from  on  high  makes  the  timo- 
rous and  faint-hearted  foul  courageous,  and  bold  as  a  lion* 
The  poor  thing  that  durft  not  look  God  in  the  face,  through 
a  fenfe  .of  guilt,  but  was  like  the  timorous  dove,  hiding  him- 
felf  in  the  clefts  of  the  rock,  when  a  vific  comes,  it  lifts  up  its 
face  with  a  holy  and  humble  boldnefs  :  "  Having,  brethren, 
boldncfs  to  enter  into  the  holieft  by  the  blood  of  Jefus.'*  It 
comes  with  boldhefs  to  a  throne  of  grace,  for  "  grace  and 
mercy  to  help  in  time  of  need."  And  then  the  man  gets  bold-^ 
nefs  toward  all  his  accufers,  fo  that  he  dare  look  the  law  and 
confcience,  the  devil  and  the  world,  m  the  face,  faying, 
^*  Who  can  lay  any  thing  to  my  charge  }  It  is  God  that  jufti- 
fieth  :  who  is  he  that  condemneth  ?  \t  is  Chrift  that  died,  yea 
rather  that  is  rifen  again,  who  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of 
God,  who  alfo  maketh  interceflion  ;for  wf."  He  gets  fuch 
boldnefs  by  the  vifit  of  the  day-fpring  from  on  high,  that  he 
can  now  *^  go  to  the  altar  of  God,  to  Gpd  his  exceeding  joy.'* 
He  i^  not  afraid  to  go  to  a  communion-table,  left  he  eat  and 
drink  damnation  to  his  foul ;  no,  h^  fees  it  to  be  a  cup  of  fal« 
vation :  and  therefore  eats  and  drinks  with  a  merry  heart, 
knowing  his  right  to  the  children's  bread.  He  gets  fuch  bold- 
nefs and  courage  when  the  vifit  comes,  when  the  day-fpring 
arifes,  that  he  dare  look  death,  the  king  of  terrors,  in  the  face, 
with  a  holy  courage  and  bravery,  faying,  with  David,  Pfal. 
xxiii.  4.  "  Yea,  though  1  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  flia- 
dow  of  death,  I  will  ifear  no  evil :  for  thou  art  with  me,  thy 
rod  and  thy  ftaff  they  comfort  me,"  Thus  you  fee  fome  of  the 
great  advantages  that  do  accompany  and  attend  a  vifit  of  the 
dayfpiing  from  on  high. 

1 11 : all  next  give  you  fome  advices  is  order  to  pbtaiii  a  vifit 
of  this  day-fpring. 

I.Tr^ft 


The  Day-fprifig  from  on  HigL  415. 

t.  Trufl:  and  believe  it :  "  Said  I  not  unto  thee,  that  if 
tliou  wouldfl  believe,  thou  fliouldft  fee  the  glory  of  God  ?" 
John  xi.  40.  "  After  that  ye  believed,  ye  were  fealed  with 
that  holy  Spirit  of  promife,  which  is  the  earnelt  of  our  inherit- 
ance." 

a.  Hope  for  it ;  for  *'  he  takes  pleafure  in  them  that  fear 
him,  and  in  thofe  that  hope  in  his  mercy.  The  expedlation 
of  the  poor  ftiall  not  perifti."    See  Jer.  xvii.  7. 

3.  Long  for  it ;  for  "  he  fatisfieth  the  longing  foul,  and  fiU- 
cth  the  hungry  foul  with  goodnefs.'* 

4.  Pray  for  it ;  for  **  he  hears  the  defire  of  the  humble,  he 
will  prepare  their  liearts,  and  caufe  his  ear  to  hear."  Han- 
Bah.  prayed  for  it,  and  (he  got  it.  David  prayed  for  it,  and  he 
got  it. 

5.  Wait  for  it:  for  *^  the  Lord  is  a  God  of  judgement,. 
Wcflcd  are  all  they  that  wait  on  him." 

6.  Study  purity  in  heart  and  life  :  **  BlefTed  are  the  pure  in 
heart :  for  they  (hall  lee  God"  Pfal.  xv.  i.  and  PfaK  xxiv. 

But  now,  fecondly^  you  may  b^  ready  to  fay,  You  bid  ys 
truft  and  hope  for  fuch  a  viGt  as  this  of  the  day>fpring  from 
on  high ;  tfUt  O  will  you  tell  me  what  I  have  to  build  my 
faith  and  hope  upon  as  to  this  matter.  In  general,  I  would 
have  you  to  remember,  that  faith  or  believing,  or  trufting  in 
the  Lord,  is  the  dated  way  laid  down  to  us  in  the  word ;  it  is 
the  method  that  God  has  prefcribed  to  us  for  receiving  any 
good  at  his  hand,  either  in  time,  or  through  eternity.  We 
arc  told  that  "  without  faith,  it  is  impoffible  to  plcafe  God  ;'* 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  every  thing  we  do,  though  it  were 
but  the  weakeft  mint  of  obedience,  plcafes  him,  when  it  is  done 
in  faith.  And  he  has  eftablifhed  an  infeparable  connection  be- 
tween faith  and  every  mercy  or  bleffing  of  his  covenant :  the 
covenant  is,  as  it  were,  the  well  where  the  water  of  the  Re- 
deemer's grace  and  fulnefs  is  laid  out  to  us  ;  but  faith  is  the 
bucket  that  draws,  and  the  mouth  that  drinks  it.  Would  you 
fee  the  falvation  of  God  i  Well,  believing  is  the  way  to  it : 
.<*  Said  I  not  unto  thee,  that  if  thou  wouldft  believe,  thou 
(houldft  fee  the  glory  of  God?"  Would  you  (hare. of  the 
bleilings  of  divine  mercy  and  grace  ?  Faith /)r  believing  is  the 
way  to  get  them.;  for  "  he  that  truftcth  in  the  Lord,  mercy 
(hall  compafs  him  round  "  Would  you  have  the  Spirit  of 
Chriil,  and  his  faving  influences  tojrell  on  you  ?  Well,  this  is 
to  be  had  by  faith,  "  After  that  ye  believed,  ye  were  fealed 
with  that  holy  Spirit  of  promife,  which  is  the  earneft  oi  ysur 
'inheiitance.*'  So  would  you  have  a  vifit  of  the  day-fpring 
from  on  high  ?  then  you  muft  take  heed,  in  a  way  of  belie* 

ving^ 
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ting,  unto  the  fure  word  of  prophecy  or  promife,  '*  urjtil  the 
day  dawn,  and  the  day-ftar  arife  in  your  heartg,"  2  Pet.  i.  rp. 

But,  fay  you,  You  bid  us  ay  believe  and  hope  for  a  vifit  of  the 
day-fpring  from  on  high ;  but  what  have  we  to  build  our  faith 
and  hope  upon  as  to  this  matter  ?  for  my  part,  may  the  poor  foal 
fay,  I  have  been  minting  at  the  work  of  felf-fcarching  and 
examination  on  this  occafion,  and  after  all,  I  can  find  no 
ground  in  myfelf  to  expe£l  that  the  day-fpring  from  on  high 
will  vifit  mc,  but  juft  on  the  contrary  ;  I  find  upon  trial,  fo 
much  fin,  fo  much  ignorance,  fo  much  uubelief,  fo  much  un- 
rcndernefs  in  my  way  and  walk,  ae  makes  me  fear  and  appre- 
hend, that  if  he  vifit  me  at  all,  he  will  vifit  me  in  a  way  of 
^rath,  and  not  in  a  way  of  mcvcy ;  and  therefore  it  is  in  vaia 
to  bid  me  truft  or  hope  for  a  vifit  of  the  day-fpring. 

Anfv),  I  would  have  you  here  carefully  to  rcmarlt  and  no- 
tice a  trick  of  Satan,  and  of  a  deceitful  and  dcfperately  wicked^ 
hearty  to  lead  the  foul  off  ffom  the  foundation  of  faith  and 
hope  that  God  has  laid  in  Zion.  Satan,  and  a  deceitfui  heart 
together,  they  are  ay  telling  us  to  feck  the  foundation  of  faith 
and  hope  within  ourfelves ;  and  if  We  cannot  find  it  there, 
thcjn  they  bid  us  fay,  there  is  no  hspe^-  no  ground  to  cxpefl:  any 
good  at  the  hand  of  God  :  and  fo  when  a  perfon,  in  obedience 
10  the  <:ommand  of  God,  has,  upon  trial,  found  in  himfelf  a 
mafs  of  iniquity,  darknefs  and  unbelief,  his  hands  are  rathef 
more  weakened  for  his  wofk  than  before,  and  more  difcoura* 
ged.  But,  Sirs,  Would  yOu  know  what  is  the  great  deiign  of 
lelf-fcarching  frnd  examinalTon;  it  is  not  that  you  may  find  a 
ground  of  faith  and  hope  within  you,  but  that  by  feeing  the 
ills  of  your  hearts,  by  feeing  your  deadnefs,  your  darknefs, 
your  enmityi  your  unbelief,  your  wants  and  weaknefs  of  any 
created  grace  in  you,  you  may  be  carried  quite  out  of  your- 
fclves,  to  feek  a  ground  of  faith,  hope,  and  truft,  without 
yoii,  in  the  Lord  himfelf,  and  in  his  word.  And,  Sirs, 
let  me  tell  you,  if  ever  you  get  a  vifit  of  the  day-fpring 
from  on  high,  yoU  muft  expeft  it  irpon  another  ground  than 
upon  any  good  that  ever  was  done  by  you,  or  wrought  in  you. 
O  Sirs,  I  would  fain  have  you  brought  to  a  cleanly  way  of 
believing,  (o^as  fo  reft  upon  Chriit  alone,  as  our  Catechifm 
well  exprtflcs  it.  Beware  of  rtding  on  your  prayers,  your 
good  preparation,  your  examination,  your  tears,  your  repent- 
ance ;  or  yet  beware  of  mingling  in  any  of  thefe  with  Chrift 
and  hisrighteoufnefs,  as  the  ground  on  which  you  expc£l  a  vifit 
of  the  day-fpring  from  on  high :  no,  no,  thefe  old  rags  will 
not  piece  in  with  the  white  robe  of  the  righteoufnefs  ^f 
Chriit,  they  will  not  cement  with  the  foundation  that  God 

has 


The  Day'fpringfhm  $n  High*  417 

has  laid  in  Zion ;  and  therefore  reit^  and  truft>  and  hops  in 
the  Lord  alohe. 

Bur,  Cay  you,  O  will  you  tell  us,  what  is  it  in  the  Lord,  0% 
about  him,  that  our  faith  and  hope  may  fatten  upon,  that  he 
wiH  pay  us  a  vifit?  I  anfwer.  There  is  nothing  in  him  or 
about  him  but  gives  ground  of  hope  and  truft.  More  partlcu^* 
lariy, 

I.  Take  a  view  of  his  name,  and  let  faith  and  hope  faften 
mf  on  that :  if.  1.  10.  **  Let  him  that  walketh  in  darknefs,  and 
Ices  no  light,  truft  in  the  name  of  the  Lof  d,  and  ftay  upon  his 
God."  O  Sirs,  every  name  of  his  is  like  ointment  poured 
forth.  Will  you  but  think  a  little  upon  that  name  Immanuel^ 
Cod  witb  usy  and  fee  if  your  faith  and  hope  can  faften  upon 
that  for  a  vifit  of  the  day-fpring  from  on  high  to  your  fouls  : 
he  is  not  only  God-man  in  our  nature,  but  he  is  Gad  with  ut; 
that  is,  he  is  not  in  Chrvft  a  God  ag^inft  as,  but  a  God  for  us, 
a  Ood  widi  us,  a  God  dn  our  fide,  he  is  on  our  (ide  to  take 
part  with  us  againft  all  deadly i  Pfal.  cix.  31,  "He  ftandeth 
at  the  right  hand  of  the  poor,  to  feve  him  from  thofe  that 
would  condemn  h^  foul/'  He  takes  port  with  the  (inner,  to 
fave  him  from  his  own  wrath,  the  curfe  and  condemnation  of 
)tts  own  law,  to  fave  him  from  Satan  and  the  world,  and 
'death  and  hell ;  he  is  ay  with  us  a  reconciled  God,  a  pitying^ 
pardoning,  faying  God  in  Chrift.  And  therefore,  fay,  1  truft, 
that  he  who  is  Immemuel^  God  ivith  us,  will  even  pay  me  9 
vifit  from  on  high.  , 

a.  Let  faith  and  hope  for  a  viGt  faften  upon  his  word  of 
grace  and  promife.  O,  may  not  the  foul  fay^  has  he  ffK>t  faid, 
«*  Wbcrc-cver  I  caufc  niy  name  to  be  remembered,  I  will  come 
unto  you  and  blefs  you.  Lo,  I  am  wirh  you,  unto  the  ,cn4 
of  the  world."  Has  he  not  promifed  hid  parefence  and  coun- 
tenance to  his  own  ordinances?  Has  he  not  promifed  tp 
*<  pour  water  upon  him  that  is  thirfty,  and  floods  upon  the 
dry  ground  .^'  Has  he  not  faid,  "  I  will  be  as  the  dew  u«tp. 
ifrael,  that  bis  goings  forth  arc  prepared  as  the  morning,  and 
that  be  will  come  unto  us  as  the  rain  ;  as  the  latter  and  forn:ier 
rain  unto  the  earth,  that  the  fecond  day  he  will  revive  us,  and 
the  third  day  he  will  raife  us  up,  and  we  fhall  live  in  his 
fight  ?"  O  has  he  faid  it,  and  will  he  not  do  it  ?  has  he  fpo- 
ken,  and  ihall  it  not  come  to  pafs  ?  Yea,  he  will,  for  "  faithful 
is  he  that  hath  promifed." 

Objiil.  But  the  promifc  is  not  mine,  1  have  no  claim  to  it. 
Afifw.  The  promiie  is  to  every  one  that  hears  it ;  and  if  you 
will  but  fet  to  the  feai  of  faith  that  God  is  true,  it  is  yours,  in 
poflelTion  ;  and  if  you  believe  the  promile,  you  have  tjfie  thing 
promifed. 

3.  Ground 
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34  Ground  your  faith  for  a  vifit  of  the  day- fpring"  from  ort 
high,  upon  the  vifits  that  he  has  already  made  to  you.  O, 
may  faith  fay;  did  th^  day-fpting  from  on  high  rejoice  from 
eternity  "  in  the  habitable  parts  of  the  earth,  and  v.  ere  his  de- 
lights with  the  fons  of  men,"  before  ever  the  foundations  of  the 
world  were  laid  ?  O  has  he  lifiade  fuch  an  amazing  floop,  as 
to  be  manifefted  in  the  flefli  ?  Is  he  become  my  brother, 
bone  of  my  bone,  and  flefh  of  my  flefli  ?  Has  he  (hewed  fuch 
goo<1-wi]I  towards  men,  as  to  be  made  in  the  likenefsof  (mful 
flefl)  ?  And  does  he  vifit  me  in  a  -gofpel-difpcnfation  and 
word  of  grace,  with  the  offers  of  his  grace  and  love,  and  eter- 
nal life  through  him  ?  Doth  he  (land  at  my  door  and  knock, 
faying,  "  Open  unto  me,  and  I  will  come  in  ?"  Yet  (hall  I 
doubt  of  his  love  to  me  ?  (hall  I  doubt,  whether  he  will  come 
and  fup  with  me,  and  I  with  him  ?  Yea,  furely,  he  will  do  it  ; 
for  he  that  hath  done  the  greater,  he  will  alfo  do  the  lefler. 

4.  Let  faith  fallen  upon  the  furetyfhip  of  Chrift,  or  his  fub- 
ftitution  in  our  room  and  ftead.  He  gave  bond,  may  faith  fay, 
to  his  Father,  for  the  payment  oi  my  debt,  and  accordingly, 
has  paid  it  to  the  uttermofl:  farthing;  he  has  paid  my  debt  to 
the  precept  of  the  law  by  his  perfect  obedience,  he  has  paid 
what  I  owedtothepenalty  of  thelawand  juilice  by  his  death  dn 
the  crofs ;  and  fo  he  has  blotted  out  the  hand-writing  that  was 
againfi:  me  :  he  was  "  made  fm  for  me^  that  1  might  be  made 
therighteoufnefs  of  God  in  him  ;  he  was  made  a  curfe,  that  / 
might  inherit  the  blcfling ;"  he  has  made  way  for  his  vifit  to 
my  foul  in  a  way  of  love  by  the  complete  fatisfadlion  of  juilice ; 
ind  now  his  name  is  the  Lord  our  right eoufne/s.  And  why 
then  fhould  I  doUbt  but  that  the  day-fpring  from  on  high  (hall 
pay  me  a  vifit  of  love  ? 

5.  Let  faitK  faftcn  upon  the  relation  that  he  bears  to  us  in 
all  his  faving  offices.  He  is  **  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift ;  to  us 
this  fon  is  given,  to  us  this  child  is  born  ;"  he  was  not  born  for 
himfcif,  but  for  us ;  and  whatever  he  is  as  Mediator,  that  he 
is  unto  us.  O  he  is  the  Saviour  of  finners  ;  and  will  not  the 
(inner's  Saviour  pay  the  finner  a  vifit,  that  is  looking  and  long- 
ing for  a  vifit  from  him  ?  He  is  a  prophet,  a  teacher  of  the 
will  of  God  ;  and  will  not  the  mafter  pay  the  fcholars  a  vifit? 
He  is  a  Prieft  ordained  for  men,  and  a  merciful  and  faithful 
Jiigh  Pifieft,  a  high  Priell  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  in- 
firmities ;  and  may  not  1  then  call  for  a  vifit  from  him  ?  He  is 
^n  Advocate  for  the  tranfgreffor ;  and  will  not  the  Advocate 

.  vifit  his  client  ?  He  is  our  King ;  and  will  not  the.  King  pay  a 
vifit  to  the  fubje£l  ?  will  he  not  rule  and  fubdue  his  enemies 
in  my  heart  ?  He  is  our  Shepherd  ;  and  will  not  the  Shep- 
herd of  iirael  vifit  his  flock  ?  Yea,  he  will  j  for  «  he  carries 
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the  lambs  in  his  bofom,  and  gently  leads  thofe  that  are  with 
young."  He  is  our  Phyfician  that  came  to  heal  the  difeafcd, 
his  name  is  Jehovah  Rophi ;  and  will  not  the  Phyfician  pay  a 
vifit  to  his  patient  ?  Thus,  I  fay,  let  faith  fix  on  the  relation 
that  he  bears  to  us  in  his  perfon  and  offices. 

6.  Let  faith  and  hope  for  a  vifit  of  love  fix  on  the  excellency 
of  his  loving-kindnefs  manifefted  in  Chrift,  and  difphayed  in 
the  word  of  grace.  O  Sirs,  God  Is  love^  love  is  the  regnant 
attribute  of  hi^  nature;  and  his  whole  defign  in  fending  of  his 
Son,  and  in  a  gofpel-difpenfation,  is  to  perfuade  us  of  his  love. 
Now,,  let  faith  fix  on  this,  and  perfuade  itfelf,  that  he  will 
come,  and  will  not  tarry.  See  this  laid  as  a  ground  of  faith  and 
hope,  Pfal.  xxxvi.  6.  "  How  excellent  is  thy  loving-kindnefs, 
O  God  I  therefore  the  children  of  men  put  their  truft  under 
the  (hadow  of  thy  wings." 

7.  Let  faith  and  hope  for  a  vifit  of  the  day-fpring  fix  on  the 
ycry  defign  of  this  gofpel  ordinance  and  inditution,  particu- 
larly of  a  communion- table*     But  this  I  refer  till  afterwards. 


DISCOURSE  AFTER  THE  TABLES. 

NOW,  my  friends,  the  day-fpring  from  on  high  has  been 
▼ifiting  us  all  in  a  gofpel  difpenfation,  I  mean,  in  the  word 
and  facrament  -,  his  light  has  been  (hining  upon  us :  but  I 
would  a(k  you,  by  way  of  trial.  Whether  has  the  day  dawned, 
and  the  day-ftar  arifen  in  your  hearts?  Has  the  light  of  the 
glory  6f  God,  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift,  (hined  into  your 
hearts  ?  Oh,  fay  you,  how  {hall  I  know  that  the  day-fpring 
from  on  high  hath  vifited  me  by  an  internal  reveiation  ofhim- 
fclf  to  my  foul  ? 

I  anfwer,  i.  You  may  know  it  by  the  evidence  of  its  own 
light.  The  light  of  day  carries  its  own  evidence  with  it ;  fo 
the  vifits  that  Chrift  makes  to  the  fouls  of  his  people,  they 
carry  a  fe!f  evidencing  light  with  them,  whereby  the  foul 
knows  that  it  is  he  and  not  another.  His  voice  has  a  pecu- 
liar air  with  it,  whereby  it  is  known,  Cant.  ii.  8.  "  The  voice 
of  my  beloved !"  &c.  "  My  fhcep  know  my  voice,"  &c.  His  fttps 
have  a  peculi  Tgracewith  them,  and  therefore  his  ftcps  arecalled 
Jieps  of[majeJ}y;  there  is  fomething  divine  in  his  gait  and  way 
with  his  people.  His  countenance  has  a  peculiar  majefty 
with  it,  which  the  foul  knows,  and  yet  cannot  exprefs :  Oh, 
fays  the  foul,  when  it  gets  a  vifit,  I  cannot  deicribe  him,  but 
this  I  can  tell  to  my  foul's  fatisfa6lion,  that  "  his  countenance 
^8  like  Lebanon,"  and  th&re  13  none  like  him  \  he  has  neither 

match 
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match  in  heaven  or  earth,  for  be  is  indeed  "  fairer  than  die^ 
children  of  men.** 

2.  You  may  know  it  by  this,  that  the  vifit  of  this  day- 
fprinjj  from  on  high  is  very  fatisfying  and  f«reet,  **  Truly  the 
light  is  fwect,  and  a  pkafant  thing  it  is  for  the  eyes  to  behold 
the  fun.'*  What  more  fweet  and  refrcfhing  than  the  fpringof 
day  to  them  that  watch  for  the  mornings?  So  here,  &c. 
When  Chrift  comes,  he  brings  foui-contentment  along  widi 
him  :  the  man  fouiid  nothing  but  emptincfe  in  his  comforts, 
ki  minifters,  ordiniinces,  word,  and  facramcnt ;  but  whenever 
the  day-fpring  \rCii  comes,  Oh,  fays  ihe  foul,  now,  now,  this 
M  what  I  wanted  ;  "^^  Retttrn  unto  thy  refti»  O  my  foul,  for  the 
Lord  hath  dealt  bountifully  with  thee  "  O,  fays  Peter  upon 
moutrt  Tabor,  on  the  top  of  a  barrtn  mountain,  where  he 
had  neither  meat  nor  drink,  wife,  nor  children,  •*  It  is  good 
to  be  here.      When  1  awake,  1  (hali  be  Satisfied  with  thy 

'  likenefe*"    Tht  foul  finds  fuch  fatisfaftion  in  Ghrift's  vi/it8>  ' 
tlrtt  mftfccs  all  the  ftars  ^  -difeppear :  «•  I  count  tAl  things  hwt 
lofs,  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  my 
Lord." 

3.  If  the  day-fpring  has  vifited  thy  foul,  thou  wilt  defire 
more  and  more  of  this  day-^tingto  break  ottt  from  on  high 
upon  thee,  Oh  for  more  and  more,  and  more  of  the  Lord !  as 
when  the  day-dight  bjrcaks,  folk  long  for  more  of, the  light.  So 
here  Paul  knew  "  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Oirift  j** 
but  was  be  furfeit  with  it  ?  No^  chough  hefaw  all  thir\gs  tp 
be  but  dung  and  lofs  in  arefpeft  of  what  knowledge  he  had  of 
Chrift,  yet  he  defires  to  know  more  of  hrnv,  and  of  the  power 
of  his  refurrefticMi,  he  forgot  wh»t  was  behind :  1  do  not  fpeak 
as  ii  I  had  attained  to  all  the  knowledge  of  Chiift  that  1  dcftre; 
no  no,  "  I  forget  thofe  things  which  are  behind,  and  reaching 
forth  unto  thofe  things  which  are  before,  t  prefs  toward  the 
mark,  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Chrift  Je- 
fus." And  this  is  one  ^freat  thing  thart  makes  a  bclievei:  fo 
willing  to  die,  becaufe  he  has  feen  the  Lord,  and  he  hopes 
when  be  is  dead  to  fee  him  as  he  is,  to  fee  him  face  to  face, 
which  he  cannot  have  here.  And  therefore  you  that  are-  ftall- 
e'd  or  furfeit  with  this  communion,  and  think  you  have  juft 
enough  of  Chrift,  it  is  a  fign  that  the  day-fpring  has  not  bieon 
▼ifiting  you. 

4.  If  the  day-fpring  from  on  high  has  vifited  you,  I  am  furc 
it  has  made  ihy  heart  glad  within  thee.  "  Abraham  (fays 
Chrift),  faw  my  day  afar  ofF^  and  was  glad."  He  faw  his  day, 
the  day  of  his  incarnation,  and  the  day  of  falvation  to  be  ac- 
compliflied  by  hiro,  at  ^  vaft  diftance,  and  was  glad.  So  if  you 
have  fcen  the  fpring  of  day  in  thy  foul,  it  has  made  thee  glad. 
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iSoe  far  this  that  pregnaxit  pUc?,  V.  xxxv.  1,.^..  '^  T^c  wilder- 
nefs  and  the  folitary  place  (hall  be  glad  for  them  :  and  the  d^'* 
fart  fliall  cejoicic»  ^<id  hio^ooi  as  thp  rpfe.  l\  Qiall  biofloni 
afam^s^fitlf ,  and  rejoice  even  with  joy  and  iinging  *,  the  glory 
of  Lebanon  (hall  li^  given  unto  it^  th^  excellency  of  Caroiel 
atxd  Sharon:  they  Oiall  fee  the  glory  pf  the  t^ord,  and  the  ex- 
cellency of  our  God*''  And  in  the  fpllo\ying  vcrfes  you  will 
fce.lliat  it  is  fucb  2^  joy  as  giyes  the  w^^k  inan  ftrength,  ver.  3, 
the  timorous  faint-hearted  man  courage,  ver*  4.  and  malcef 
the  dtunh  nun  to  fing,  the  lame  fnan  to  leap,  ver.  5.  6.  It  is 
a  joy  that  tranfcends  aU  worldly  joy :  Pfal.  iv.  7.  *^  fhou  ha(]t 
jput  gbutoefs  in  my  heart,  more  thail  in  the  time  that  their  corn 
»od  their  wine  incr<:afed  ^ 

:  .  5»  U  the  day-ipring  from  on  high  has  vifited  thy  fpul,  it 
has  Uh  an  imprelfion  of  it  on  thy  foul.  I  told  you  of  fome 
of  the  rays  or  beamsi  of  this  day-fpring ;  there  is  a  ray  of  wif* 
dom,  a  ray  of  divine  power,  holinefs,  judice,  goodnefs,  and 
faithfulnefs.  Now,  thefe  rays  have  left  a  proportionable  im* 
|>re{&on  upon  thy  foul,  if  the  day-fpring  has  been  vifiting  thee  t 
foe  w^  are  made  partakers  of  the  divine  nature,  and  ar^ 
^changed  into  the  fame  image,  by  beholding  his  glory :  a  (igh( 
of  the  glorious  beams  of  this  day<^fpring  finks-  into  the  heart, 
and  leaves  a  correfpondent  impreihon  on  the  foul,  of  the  ^qm- 
jnunicable  attributes  of  God. 

6.  If  the  day-fpring  from  on  high  has  viGted  thy  foul,  it 
jwill  be  known  by  the  cfft(k  of  it  on  thy  heart  and  life.  I 
lume  thdTe  two*  ((•)  A  vifit  of  this  d^y-fpring  will  difcovet 
much  emptinefs  in  thyfelf,  and  fink  thee  into  nothing  in  thmp 
own  eyes.  Se^  this  in  Ifi  vi.  Job  xlii.  {x.)  Ihc  light  of  this 
.  day-  fpring  will  make  you  holy :  "  If  any  man  fay  that  he  hai 
feen  the  lights  and  yet  walk  in  darknefs,  he  is  a  liar,  and  the 
truth  is  not  in  him  ;  all  his  religion  is  but  a  fancy.  Inilead 
of  feeing  the  day-fpring,  thou  halt  but  fecn  a  delufion  of  thine 
own  brain.  A  fight  of  the  day-fpring  from  on  high  will 
make  you  groan  under  remaining  darknefs,  enmity,  unbelief, 
&c.  ^ow,  I  fay,  try  by  thefe  things  whether  you  have  fteu 
the  day-fpring  from  on  high, 

I  (ball  concludb  by  fpeaking  a  wolrd  unto  two  forts  of  per- 
fons.  I.  To  you  with  whom  it  is  yet  midnight.  2.  To  you 
Inrhom  this  day-fpring  hath  vific^d 

ThcjSrJl  fort  are  thofe  with  whom  it  is  yet  midnightj  whom 
''^hc  day-fpring  from  on  high h^th  never  vifucct. 

u  Your  condition  is  uncomfortable-  How  fad  was  the 
condition  of  Egypt  when  plagued  with  a  darknefs  that  might 
be  felt !  But  thin?  is  worfe  in  the  nature,  and  worfe  in  the 
<K)ntinuance  i    their  darknefs  laded  but  for  three  days,  but 
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thine  will  laft  to  the  days  of  eternity,  unlefs  Infinite  mercy 
prevent. 

2.  Your  condition  isi  dangerous  ;  Prov.  iv.  19.  **  The  way  of 
the  wicked  is  as  darknefs."  Tou  know  not  you^r  way  j  you 
are  walking  on  the  ridge  of  eternal  deftru£tion» 

3.  Thy  condition  is  full  of  horror.  We  read  of  the  horror 
ofdarknefs^  Gen.  xv.  I2,  Thou  art  co^paffcd  with  terrors  on 
every  fide ;  the  terrors  of  the  law,  the  terrors  of  conscience, 
the  terrors  of  the  Almighty,  the  terrors  of  eternal  niiferies 
are  all  round  about  thee,  though  perhaps  thou  art  afle^p,  and  . 
doft  not  percdive  them,  &c.  But  yet  I  would  not  leave  you 
in  this  hopelefs  condition,  but  offer  you  a  word  of  advice. 

J.  Be  really  convinced  of  your  mifcrable  cafe,  and  your 
own  utter  inability  to  relieve  yourfelves.  You  can  no  more 
create  this  divine  light  than  you  can  make  a  fun  in  the  firma- 
ment to  arife  at  midnight.  But,  fay  you,  to  what  purpofe  do 
you  tell  us  of  our  impotency,  for  that  quite  difcourages  us 
from  the  ufe  of  means  ?  Anpw.  We  tell  you  of  your  impo-> 
tency  hot  to  difcourage  you  to  ufe  the  means,  but  that  in  the 
ufe  of  means  you  may  be  driven  out  of  yourfelves  to  the  Lord 
bf  light,  life,  and  ftrcngth. 

2.  My  advice  to  you  is,  to  come  to  the  light  of  thd  day- 
fpring  that  has  vifited  you  in  a  gofpel-difpenfation,  look  to 
that,  till  light  fpring  in  upon  thy  foul.  This  is  the  advice  of 
God  himfelf,  2  Pet.  i.  19.  "  We  have  a  more  fure  word  of 
prophecy ;  whereunto  ye  d6  well  that  ye  take  heed,  as  unto  a 
light  that  (hineth  in  a  dark  place,  until  the  day-dawn,  and  die 
day-ftar  arife  in  your  hearts.*'  Take  heed  to  it,  let  all  your 
thoughts  and  conceptions  of  God,  and  of  the  things  of  God, 
Ibe  moulded  in  a  fuitablenefs  to  that  revelation ;  be  ay  looking 
to  the  Sun  fliining  through  the  glafs*  of  the  word,  for  it  is 
through  this  glafs  that  the  rays  of  God*s  glory  are  darted  or 
tranfmitted  into  the  mind  of  man.  We  receive  the  Spirit  6i 
wifdom  and  revelation  by  the  hearing  of  faith. 

3.  Look  unto  Chriil,  and  you  (hall  be  enlightened  and  fa- 
Ved,  Pfal.  xxxiv.  5.  If.  xlv.  22.  ObjeSl.  But  I. am  blind,  jinftv* 
He  that  opens  the  eyes  of  the  blind,  commands  you  to  look  ; 
and  in  attempting  to  obey  his  command,  light  and  fight  comes 
\n  to  the  foul. 

The  fecoTjd  fort  of  perfons  are  thefe  on  whom  the  day- fpring 
from  on  high  has  broken  up.  And  thefe  are  of  two  forts. 
I .  Some  who  have  once  in  a  day  been  vifited  with  the  day* 
fpring  are  walking  in  darknefs.  2.  Some  do  at  prcfent  enjoy 
the  vifits  of  the  day-fpring^ 

As  to  tht  firjh.  O,  may  feme  be  faying,  I  thought  the  day 
did  once  fpring  up  in  my  foul,  and  I  faw  the  light  of » the 
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Lbrd;  but)  alas!  now  I  walk  in  darknefs^  and  can  fee^no 
light.  '^  O  that  it  were  with  me  as  in  months  pad !"  I 
thought  to  have  got' a  Yifit  of  the  day-fpring  on  this  occaGon ; 
but,  alas  !  I  am  going  away  as  I  came  ;  the  darknefs  of  temp- 
tation, afHi£l;ion»  defcrtion,  and  defpondency,  do  overfpread 
my  foul,  and  I  think  I  am  caft^out  of  his  fight.  I  fhall  only 
fay  two  or  three  things. 

I.  Blcfs  God  that  ever  the  day-fpring  did  vifit  thee.  Thou 
khoweft  the  difference  between  light  and  darknefs,  between 
abfepccand  prefencc.  .  One  vifit  of  this  day-fpring  from  on 
big^f(8cui^e9  thy  ftate  for  ever.  : 

2«  When  once  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  arifes'  on  a  foul, 
Aougb-hfC  may  fuffer  edipfes,  ytt  he  will  never  fet  again  } 
and  therefore  the  Sun  is  in  the  firmament,  and  it  is  day  with 
thee,  although  thou  doft  not  fee  /  it,  by  reafon  of  interpofing 
clouds.-: :.".  Ye  are  not  of  the  night,  but  of  the  day.*' 

3.  My  advice  to  you  is,  to  hope  in  God :  for  you  fhall  yet 
ptad&.hiih  for  the  light  of  his  countenance.  It  is  his  com- 
mand, "  Let  Ifirael  hope  in  the  lord."  See  God's  command 
tc>.yoi*,  IC.l.  10.  "  Who  is  among  you  that  feareth  the  Lord, 
ths^t  obeyeth  the.  voice  of  his  fervant,  that  walketh  in  darknefs^ 
and  hath  no  light  ?  let  him  truft  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,,  and 
fts^y  uppn  hi$  God.'*  And  to  encourage  you  to  hope  and  truft, 
feja  what  the  Lord  fays,  If.  Jiv.  7.  8.  **,For;a  fmall  moment 
have  I  forfaken  thee,  but  with  great  mercies  will  I  gather 
thee.  .  Ija  a  little  wrath  I  hid  my  face  from  thee  for  a  mo- 
ment \  biit  with  everlafting  kindnefs  will  I  have  mercy  on  thee, 
faith  tjie  Lojrd,  thy  Redeemer." 

As  to  thtfecond  fort  of  believers,  who  have  the  fpring  of 
day  pn  them,  have  got  a  vifit  of  the  day-fpring*  Thy  condi- 
tion, believer,  is  fafe  ;  for  "  thd  Lord  will  be  thy  everlafting 
light."  It  is  glorious  and  comfortable :  "  Light  is  fown  for 
the  righteous,  and  gladncfs  for  the  upright  in  heart.*'  My 
advice  to  you  is, 

I.  Blefs  God  that  has  made  the  day-fpring  to  vifit  you, 
while  others  are  left  in  darknefs.  Remember  thy  former 
darknefs,  and  blefs  the  Lord  that  has  delivered  thee  from  it> 
tranflated  thee  "  out  of  darknefs  into  his  marvellous  light." 

a.  Walk  in  the  light  of  this  day  that  has  dawned  on  thy 
foul :  If.  ii.  5.  ^^  O  houfe  of  Jacob,  come  ye,  and  let  us  walk 
\n  the  light  of  the  Lord."  This  is  Chrift's  counfel,  John  xii. 
35.  Eph.  v.  8.  Walk  in  the  light  of  Chrift's  example,  and  in 
the  light  of  his  commandment  j  let  them  be  a  light  to  your 
feet,  and  a  lamp  to  your  path.  And  **  let  your  light  fo  Ihine 
.before  men,  that  they  may  fee  your  good  works,  and  glorify 
your  Father  which  is  in  heaven." 

3.  Beware 
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3.  Beware  of  qvery  thing  that  may  edipf^  the  Ii|i^i  of  ikk 
Sun  from  thy  foul  ^  beware  of  pride,  carnality,  World iifi^isji 
unbelief>  and  all  untehdernefs  in  your-  \i^2lk,  othef^fe  you 
may  bting  yourfehes  under  as  great  darknefs  to  ^ooir  own 
fieeiing,  as  though  the  fiin  had  never  arifen  on  you. 

4*  Lotlg  for  the  break  of  the  InreTlaftih^  day  of  glory^  lichen 
^he  fun  {hall  never  any  more  fuffer  an  eciipfe^  The  Old  Tefti* 
jnent  church  longed  fpr  the  break  of  the  New  Teftbmetit  <by; 
end  u^e  that  are  tinder  the  New  TeAamefit  dayj  iboUld  long 
for  the  break  of  the  ddy  of jgloryi  (skying,  ^  Make  hafte^  iiiy 
beloved,  and  be  thou  lik^  ^a  roe,  or  to  a  young  hart  upoi^ 
the  mountains  of  fpices/'    *    .         .  :..... 

Now,  becaufe  there  are  {pmc  young,  folk  that  hdvsi  .beeil 
at  the  Lord's  table,  who  never  Were  at  it  before,  therefore  I 
conclude  with  a  word  or  two  to  thcnk  **•   •■ 

1.  "  Keep  ydurfclves  from  idols.'*  Let  nothing  ufurp 
God's  room  in  youir  heart,  fcc- 

2.  Keep  and  V  fave  yourfelves  from  a  prefent  tvU:  wbrkti* 
^at  you  be  not  feduced  or  entangled  with  fnares,  ice.  .' 

.  3.  Be  on  your  guard;  for  the  devil  will  be  on  yoU^  Jbe  will 
feek  to  fift  and  winnbw  you,  and  to  draw  you  back  to  Ms  f&ii 
fice,-&c.  -  ^..  i.. 

4.  "  Put  on  the  whole  armour  of  God,**  and  be  ofte»  pto* 
ying  it,  <<  the  fbield  of  faith,  the  helmet  of  falvatioti,  ^nd  the 
fword  of  the  Spirit,  &€.-'  ;  .  .      / 

5.  Keep  Chrift,  the  Captain  of  falvation,  ay  iH  "i^bur^yei 
that  you  may  be  ftippliedi  ftrengthened,  and  cnlighcenfedi  Stc. 

6.  Be  much  on  your  knees  at  a  throne  of  grace>  **  folr  grae^ 
and  mercy  to  help  yovin  time  of  need."  .  w   . . 

7.  Lafl^j  Be  much  in  ftudying  your  own  emptin^fiV  afid 
Chrift's  fulnefs>  and  travel  continually  betwist  thtfe  two. 


THE 
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tHE  RAINBOW  OF  tHE  COVENANT  SURROUJIDINa 
THE  THRONE  OF  GRACE. 


fiEiNG  tHE  SUBSTANCE  OF  SOME  SERMONS 

^tttAC^tb  AT' THE  -SACRAMENT  AT  MUCKHART,  JUNE  23. 
1728*  AND  ENLARGED  UPCN  AT  ABERNETHT  ON  SATURDAY 
H^BiAB^ATH,  JULY  5.  AND  6. 


Rev.  iy.  3.— yf/i/f  there  "was  a  tainhw  round  about  the  throne^  in 
fight  like  unto  an  emit  aid., 

NOT  to  ftand  Jn^  the  entry,  wc  may  notice  here  three 
things  which  John  faw  in  a  vifion.  .  i .  ^  throne  fet  in 
%£a^un^\vi  the  clofc  of  the  Sid  vcrfc.  2.  The  glorious  Majeftj 
jhat  fat  on  the  throne y  who  ^as  Uhe  a  jajper^ani  a  fardme  jhke^ 
for  bYightnefs  .  ^.  The  canopy  of  the  throne,  a  rainbow  round 
fhmt  it, ;«  coloi4r  lUe  unto  an  emerald*  I  underftand  the  whol^ 
pji  this  to  havtj  a  refpcft  imftiedwtely  to  the  church  militant 
here,  upon  earth*  and  the  glorious  difpcnfation  of  the  grace  of 
God  under  the  New  Teftament  cconpmy  And  that  which 
inclines  me  to  underd.^nd  ic  in  this  view,  is,  beicaufe  this  vi« 
fion  is  prophetical,  and  has  a  rcfpeft  to  things  that  were  to  be 
done  afterward,  as  ypu  fee  in  the  i ft  verfe,  **'  Come  up  hither 
and  1  wilf  ihew  thee  things' which  muft  be  hereafter;"  that  is, 
things  wnich  are  to  be  traafaded  in  the  church  in  the  fuc- 
ceeding  ages  and  generations  of  the  world.  And  therefore  by 
the  throne  htjc  that  was  fet  in  heaven,  I  underftand  the  throne 
^f grace,  to  which  we  are  Tnvited  to  come  "  with  boldncfs,  for 

Sracc  and  mercy  to  help  in  time  of  need,"  Heb.  iv.  i6. ;  the 
i^one  which  Tiath  juftipe  fatisfitd,  and  judgement  executed 
upon  the  Son  of  God,  for  its  bafis  and  foundation,  Pfal. 
Ixxxix.  14. ;  the  throne  of  God,  and  of  tht  Lamb,  from  which 
proceeds  **  a  pure  river  of  water  of  life,  clenr  as  cryftal,'*  Rev^ 
xxii  I.  And  this  throne  is  faid  to  be /^/  /;;  heaven.  Not  as 
if  God*s  throne  of  grace  were  only  in  heaven  properly  fo  call-, 
cd  ;  for  we  find  the  church  militant  on  earth  frequently  cx- 
prefTed  by  heaven  in  fcriptpre  :  Heb.  xii.  22.  fhe  is  called  the 
^  Heavenly  Jerufalem^  to  wit,  the  church,  i  Pet  ii.  9.  the  hea^ 
^nly  nation.  And  therefore  by  heaven  here  we  may  under- 
'  '  ftand 
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ftand  the  church  of  God  in  general.     And  it  is  fo  called,  to 
fliew  that  believers,  even  wrhile  here  upon  earth,  their  hearts 
are  in  heaven,  they,  are  ^>  defiring  a  better  country,  that  is,  an 
heavenly  ;'^  and  when  they  addreifs  a,  throne  of  girace,  they 
have  their  eyes  upon  an  exalted  Chrift,  who  is  ^*  let  down  at 
the  right  hand  of  the  Majefty  on  high,'*  and  his  miniftry  in 
the  heavenly  fanfluary.     By  hin;  x\iztftU  on.  the  throne,  I  un- 
derfland  Chrift,  or  God  in  our  nature,  not  excluding  th'd  Fa- 
ther and  the  Holy  Ghpft  ;  for  it  is  ''the  throne  of  God,,  and 
of  the  Lamb.'*  ^  Ezek.  i.  26'.  wc  have;  the  fame  defcription  of 
a  throne  in  a  vifion,  and  we  arc  told,  tb^t  •<  above  upon  .the 
throne  was  the  appearance  of  a  man,"  which  can  be  applied 
to  none  other  than  the  man  Chrift  Jefiis  9  and  there  is  no 
doubt  h^t  it;  is  the-  fame  thijone,  and  the  fame  perfpn  .fitting 
on  it,  that  was  fee n  both  by  Ezekicl,  and  the  apoftle  John. 
As  for  his  pofture,-  he  is "iteprefehted  ^i fitting  upon  the  throne. 
This  points  at  the  perpetuity  of  his  government,  that  he  is  in 
ouiet  poflynou  of  it,  it  being  for  ever.  out.  of  th^  power,  pf  his 
cneoiies'  tb^^ifttttb  Ki^"adrtiirriftratlon'.    We  are  fold  here  fur- 
fRer,  that  his  appea/^i^cc'upon  the  ii\TOht'vr^s  lite' iijkfper  and 
% fardine flone.  '  Tliefe*'ftortes  KfeiAg  iii\khowril6  us,  weittraH 
not  taKe  uj^  time  iti^'feilfttgylm*  what  is  fa^i  abo\it  themby  na- 
tiirialifts,  and  fottie^ Ju^ious.  irit^rpV^^rs ;  Wy  ^e  '^e  told  Jn 
fliort;  the  J^^r'is'a 'bright  tranfparertt  (lohi,  "teprpfcnting  to 
the  ey6  a  variety  of  the  mc>ft  vivid  '01'  Ifvclj;  colours  ';  thc^rr 
itne  is  faid  to  be  red.    The  fcope  ia  pl^ifi][y' this,  to  poiiit  out 
fhe'  adnilribTe  ,and  inconceivable  Jglory  and  excellency  of  an 
exalted  Chlrift.'  'S'ueh'  is  the  brightnefs  of  the.  Father's  glory 
fcining  in  hiih;  now  When  he  is  upon  the  throtie,  that  all  the 
precious  things  on  earth  put  together  ate  but  faint  ihadows 
vsi^  reprefcntations  of  his  divine  glory  and  excellency.     The 
brightnefs  of  tKe  jafper^  and  the  rednefs  of  the  fdrdine  ftone, 
are  put  together,  to  Ihew  that  he  is  white  and  f*uddy  ;  white  in 
his  divine,  ruddy  in  his  human  nature  ;  white  in  his  holinefs, 
red  in  his  fufFering  :  the  bright  and '  glorious  perfeftions  of 
God,  fliining  through  the  rent  vail  of  his  human  nature,  do  as 
it  were  receive  a  tin£lure  of  red  fronl  the  vail  through  which 
they  are  tranfmitted.     If  Ixiii.  1.  2.  he  is  faid  to  be  gloHouA 
?ind  yet  red  in  his  npparel :  and  his  appearance  in  the  midft  ot 
the  tiirone,  is,  as  it  were,  of  a  Lambflain^  having  the  fprink- 
Kng  of  his  blood  about  him,  which  was  {bed  upon  Mount 
Calvary,  and  which  cries  for  *^  better' things  than  the  blood  of 
Abel."  : 

But  now  I  come  to  that  part  of  John's  vifion,  which  I  have 
principally  in  view,  and  that  is  the  canopy  of  llate  which  co- 
vers the  throne,  and  him  that  fat  on  it,  in  the  clofe  of  the  3d 

verfc  : 
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retfie :  Jtnd  there  was  m  rainbow  round  about  the  throne ^  in  figbi 
tike  unto  an  emerald. 

Where  again  notice^  i.  The  covering  of  the  throne,  it  was 
vtTj  ftately^  like  a  rainbow.  2.  The  circuit  of  this  covering, 
it  was  round  about  the  throne.  3.  The  colour  of  it,  it  was  hh 
unto  an  emerald* 

Here  I  conceive  there  is  a  manifeft  allufion  to  God's  co« 
Tenant  with  Noah,  Gen.  ix.  When  God  called  back  the  wai- 
ters of  the  deluge  from  off  the  face  of  the  earth,  he  made  a 
promifei  and  bound  himfelf  by  covenant,  that  he  would  never 
"  deftroy  the  earth  any  more  by  water;*'  .and,  in  token  Oi  us 
faithfulnefs  in  this  matter,  he  fet  his  bow  in  the  clouds.  With 
allufion  to  this,  God's  throne  of  grace,  or  his  mercy-feat, 
from  which  all  the  promifes  of  the  covenant  do  proceed,  is 
faid  to  be  furrounded  with  a  rainbow;  to  fignify,  that  as  God 
deals  with  his  people  in  the  way  of  a  covenant,  fo  his  faith- 
fulnefs in  that  covenant  is  "  eftabliftied  in  the  very  heavens." 
And  this  bow  furrounding  the  throne  is  faid  to  be  in  colour 
like  unto  an  emerald^  that  is,  of  a  green  colour ;  to  fignify,  that 
his  covenant,  by  virtue  of  the  faithfulnefs  of  him  that  fits  upon 
the  throne,  is  ever  the  fame,  without  any  (hadow  of  turning : 
•*  The  fafliion  of  this  world  withereth  and  paffeth  away  ;  ibut 
the  word  of  the  Lord,"  his  word  of  grace  and  promife,  "  i& 
endureth  for  ever." 

The  do£i:rine  I  take  notice  of  from  the  words  is  this. 
DoCT.  "  That  God's  covenant  of  grace,  and  his  faithfulnefs 
engaged  therein,  is  like  a  beautiful  rainbow  furrounding  the 
throne  of  grace,  for  the  encouragement  of  our  faith  and 
truft  in  him  that  fits  on  it.'^ 

In  difcourfing  this  doftrine,  I  (hall,  through  divine  aflift- 
ance,  do  thefe  things  following, 

I.  Offer  a  few  thoughts  ancnt  the  covenant  of  grace  or  pro- 
mife. 

IF.  Anent  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  engaged  in  this  covenant. 

III.  Take  a  view  of  this  covenant,  under  the  fimilitude  of 
a  rainbow^  in  colour  like  unto  an  emerald^  furrounding  the  throne 
of  grace. 

IV.  Speak  a  little  of  that  faith  or  trufl:  which  the  fight  of 
this  bow  of  the  covenant  fliould  beget  in  us. 

V.  Apply  the  whole. 

I.  The  jirjl  thing  propofed  is,  to  offer  -a  few  thoughts  anent 
she  covenant  of  grace  and  promife.     And, 

i.  I  rcmail:,  that  the  occafiou  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  lik^ 

that 
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that  of  God's  covenant  with  Noah,  was  a  dcla|^e  of  Wfath| 
which  broke  out  upon  Adam,  and  all  his  family,  for  the  brc«ih 
and  violation  of  the  covenant  of  works.  Thi$  is  wb?!  is 
pointed  at,  £zek.  xvi.  4. — 8.  where  you.  fee  that  that  which 
gave  occafion  to  .God's  entering  into  a  covenant  of  graoo^  is 
that  miferable  eftate  man  had  brought  hirafelf  into  by  fin^ 
«•  When  I  paffed  by  thcc,  and  faw  thw  polluted  in  thine  o»wn 
blood,  behold,  thy  time  was  the  time  of  lovje,  and  I  fpread  my 
ikirc  over  thee,  and  covered  thy  nakednefs :  yea,  I  fwgrc  UDtQ 
thee,  and  entered  into  a  covenant  with  thee,  faith  the  Lord 
God,  and  thou  becameft  mine."-  Here  it  may  readily  be 
afked,  What  is  that  ftate  we  are  reduced  unto  by  the  breach  of 
the  firfl:  covenant  1 1  anfwer,  in  (hort,  it  is  a  (late  of  fin$  qrigt"^ 
nal  fin,  like  a  contagion,  has  over-run  all  men,  and  the  who)^ 
man  from  the  crown  of  the  head  to  the  fole.of  the  foot.  It  is  a 
ftate  of  alienation  and  eftrangement  from  God  ;  we  are  *^  ali^ 
enated  from  the  very  life  of  God,  through  the  ignorance  that 
is  in  us  ;^  like  the  prodigal,  we  have  gone  into  a  fat  cauQtry» 
and  care  not  for  returning  to  our  Father's  houfe.  Yea  more, 
it  is  a  ftate  of  Aimity  and  hoftility  againft  God ;  ^^the  carnal 
mind  is  enmity  againft  God,"  we  are  '*  enemies  in  our  minds 
by  wicked  works."  It  is  a  godlefs'  and  hopelefs  ftate  ;  there- 
fore are  we  faid  to  be  **  without  God,  and  without  hope  in 
the  world.'*  It  is  a.  ftate  worfe  than  Egyptian  da^kxiefe  \ 
we  are  not  fimply  in  the  dark,  but  we  are  darknefs  itfelf : 
**  Once  ye  were  darknefs."  It  is  a  ftate  of  impotency  and 
^caknefs ;  **  for  when  we  were  yet  without  ftrength,  in  due 
time  Chrift  died  for  us."  It  is  a  ftate  of  bondage  atid  capti- 
vity to  fin,  Satan,  and  thi  world ;  we  are  led  captive  by  tbefe 
potent  enemies.  It  is  a  curfed  and  condemned  ftate  j  :we  arc 
**  condemned  already,  and  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  ns.'^ 
It  is  a  ftate  of  death ;  we  are  dead  fpiritually,  under  the  power 
of  fin,  and  lying  upon  the  very  borders  of  eternal  death.  Now, 
this  is  the  condition  we  are  reduced  unto  by  the  fall;  upon 
which  account  we  may  well  take  up  that  melancholy  ioagi 
**  The  crown  is  fallen  from  -our  head  :  wo  unto  us  thafc  we 
have  finned."  However,  infinite  mercy  nnd  love  takes  ocCa- 
fion.from  this  miferable  and  ruined  eftate  of  man,  to  enter 
into  a  new  covenant,  even  a  covenant  of  grace,  in  order  to  his 
deliverance. 

2.  I  remark,  that  the  rife  and  fpring  of  this  covenant  of 
grace  was  not  forefeen  faith  or  good  works,  or  any  thing  elfc 
in  the  creature  \  but  only  the  free  and  furprifing  love  of  God: 
John  iii.  16.  "  Godfo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only 
begotten  Son,  that  whofoever  believeth  in  him,  fhould  not  pe- 
rifc,  but  have  everlafting  life."  Jer.  xxxi.  3.  </  I  have  loved 
1  the© 
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Ace  With  an  cvcrlafting  love  :  therefore  with  loving-kindnef  * 
have  I  drawn  thee."  This  love  of  God  to  loft  fmners  wa^ 
altogether,  and  abfolutely  free ;  free  in  oppofition  to  merit* 
free  in  oppofition  to  conftraint ;  it  hath  no  other  caufe  but 
only  the  freedom  of  his  own  will,  Eph.  i.  4.  j.  And  as  it  is 
free,  fo  it  is  fuperlatively  great ;  love  that  pajfeth  knowledge  ; 
love  which  hath  a  height  and  depth,  a  breadth  and  length, 
which  can  never  be  fathomed,  or  found  out.  It  is  diftinguifli- 
ing  love  ;  it  lighted  upon  men,  when  it  pafled  by  angels  that 
fell ;  it  lighted  upon  fome  of  Adam's  family,  when  it  pafled 
by  others. 

3. 1  remark  that  this  covenant  of  grace,  in  the  original  make 
and  conftitution  of  it,  was  tranfafted  with  Chrift  as  a  new- 
covenant  head,  a  public  perfon,  reprefenting  all  the  fpiricual 
feed  which  the  Lord  had  given  him  ;  for.  Sirs,  you  woUld 
know,  that  fince  the  fall  of  man,  God  never  entered  into  any 
covenant  with  him  direftly  and  immediately,  but  only  by  the 
intervention  of  a  Surety  and  Mediator.  Hence  in  our  Larger 
Catechifm,  in  anfwcr  to  that  queftion,  *  With  whom  was  the 
covenant  of  grace  made  ?'  the  anfwer  is,  that  *  it  was  made 
with  Chrift,  and  with  the  ele^t  in  him  as  his  feed/  Hence  it 
18  that  we  read  of  **  grace  given  us  in  Chrift,  before  the  world 
beg«n."  In  this  covenant  there  are  fome  things  that  relate 
particularly  to  Chrift  himfelf  as  Surety  and  Redeemer,  and 
lome  things  in  it  that  relate  to  the  members  and  feed  of  Chrift, 
The  Father  having  promifed  fufficient  furniture  and  through- 
bearing  to  his  Son,  both  for  the  purpofe  and  application  of 
our  redemption  ;  the  Son,  he  not  only  undertakes  to  fatisfy 
juftice,  to  fulfil  the  law,  to  bruife  the  head  of  the  old  ferpent, 
but  alfo  by  his  Spirit,  which  he  would  fend  into  their  hearts^ 
to  fprinkle  them  with  clean  water,  to  take  away  the  ftony 
heart,  to  enlighten  them,  to  juftify  them,  to  adopt  and  fanc- 
tify  them,  and  at  laft  to  prefent  them  "  without  fpot  or 
wrinkle,  or  any  fuch  thing."  And  when  all  this  comes  to  be 
revealed  and  fet  forth  in  a  gofpel-difpenfation,  what  is  incum- 
bent upon  us,  but  to  fubfcribe  to  this  glorious  tranfadlion  and 
flan  of  redemption,  that  was  laid  by  Infinite  Wifdom  ?  Thus, 
fay,  the  covenant  of  grace  was  originally  tranfafted  with 
Chrift,  and  with  us  in  him,  and  through  him.  And  they  who» 
cither  in'  print  or  pulpit,  ridicule  or  exclaim  againft  this,  as 
a  new  fcheme  of  dodlrine,  they  do  not  ridicule  us,  but  the  doc* 
trine  aflerted  by  the  church  of  Scotland  in  her  ftandards  ; 
which,  as  it  is  founded  upon  the  word,  fo  we  are  bound  by 
folemn  covenant  to  cleave  unto  it. 

4. 1  remark,  that  the  revelation  of  this  covenant  of  grace, 
tiranfafted  with  Chrift  before  the  world  began,  was  made  very 
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early  to  our  firft  parents  in  Paradife,  immediately  after  the 
fall :  Gen.  iii.  ij.  **  The  feed  of  the  woman  fliall  bruife  the 
head  of  the  fcrpent."  Here  it  was  that  the  grand  fecret, 
which  lay  in  the  bread  of  God,  did  fir  (I  break  forth.  When 
our  firft  parents  were  waiting,  with  a  trembling  heart,  every 
moment  for  the  execution  of  the  fentence  of  the  broken  cove- 
nant of  works ;  behold  glad  tidings  of  great  joy  are  iflued 
out  from  a  throne  of  grace,  namely,  that  in  the  fulnefs  of  time, 
the  Son  of  God  was  to  take  on  the  feed  of  the  woman,  and 
bruife  the  ferpent's  head,  to  deftroy  the  devil  and  his  works, 
and  redeem  man  from  that  gulf  of  mifery  into  which  he  was 
plunged.  This  was  the  covenant  of  grace.  And  it  is  remark"* 
able,  that  in  its  firfl:  edition,  it  came  forth  in  a  promife  of 
Chrift ;  this  was  enlarged  and  explained  to  Abraham,  Mofes, 
David,  and  yet  mote  fully  opened  after  the  Babylonifli  capti- 
vity, by  Jereniiah,  Ezekiel,  and  other  prophets,  till  Chrift 
himfelf  afliually  came,  in  whom  all  the  Old  Teftament  typesj 
prophecies,  and  promifes,  received  their  full  accompliihment. 
JVnd  having  by  his  death  **  confirmed  the  covenant  with  ma- 
ny," the  covenant  of  grace,  after  his  refurreftion  and  exalta- 
tion, came  forth  in  its  lad  and  bed  edition ;  namely,  in  the; 
form  of  a  teftament,  having  the  two  great  facraments  of  bap- 
tifm  and  the  Lord's  fupper  appended  to  it,  as  full  and  incon- 
tefted  evidences  of  its  being  confirmed  by  his  death,  This 
glorious  charter  is  now  pafled  the  feal,  and  therefore  faith  may 
make  ufe  of  it  with  boldnefs. 

5.  I  remark,  that  this  covenant  of  grace,  or  teftament  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  may  be  viewed  and  confidered  in  its 
difpenfatioh  or  exhibition.  God,  in  his  infinite  wifdom,  for 
Teaching  the  great  end  and  defign  of  a  covenant  of  grace,  has 
Appointed  ordinances,  the  word,  facraments,  and  prayer,  and 
other  proper  means,  by  which  the  benefits  of  his  death,  and 
bleflings  of  his  covenant,  may  come  to  be  a(£lualiy  applied  to 
us ;  he  has  authorifed  miniftcrs  to  difpenfe  word  and  facra- 
ments, that  by  thefe,  as  through  conduit  pipes,  his  grace  and 
fulnefs  may  be  communicated  to  us.  And  here  it  would  be 
remembered,  that  the  covenant  of  grace,  in  the  difpenfation 
and  exhibition  of  it,  comes  to  every  man's  door;  it  is  prefented  a$ 
the  ground  and  foundation  of  faiih  in  common  to  all  the  hear* 
crs  of  the  gofpel,  eleft  and  reprobate.  We  call  all  and  every 
one  to  take  hold  of  God's  covenant,  and  tell  them,  **  To 
you  is  the  word  of  this  falvation  fent :  The  promife  (or  cove- 
nant) is  unto  you,  and  to  your  children,  and  to  all  that  are 
afar  off,  even  as  many  as  the  Lord  our  God  (hall  call." 

6. 1  remark,  that  this  covenant  of  grace  may  be  confidered 
in  the  application  and  execution  of  it.    And  this  is  either  ini- 
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tial,  progrcflivc,  or  confummate.  (i.)  I  fay?  there  is  the  ini- 
tial application,  or  the  foul's  firft  entry  into  the  bond  of  the 
covenant;  or  rather,  the  Spirit  of  the  great  new- covenant 
Head  taking  hold  of  the  poor  foul,  and  the  foul  at  the  fame 
moment  taking  hold  of  the  covenant  by  faith,  receives  it  .is  a 
good  and  fufficient  fecurity  for  that  life  and  happinefs,  which 
was  lofl  by  the  fin  of  the  firft  Adam.  This  is  in  fcripture 
called  the  day  ofefpoufals^  wherein  the  foul  does  as  it  were  fign 
and  fubfcribe  the  marriage- contradl,  faying,  I  am  the  Lord^s. 
(2.)  There  is  the  further  improvement  of  this  covenant  of 
grace,  for  the  foul's  daily  fupply  in  a  way  of  believing,  where- 
by it  is  made  to  "  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our 
Liord  Jcfus  Chrift."     This  is  called  a  "  drawing  water  with 

{'oy  out  of  the  wells  of  falvation.'*  The  believer  finding 
limfelf  under  this  and  the  other  want,  improves  the 
promifes  of  the  covenant,  as  they  are  fuited  and  adapted  to 
his  cafe.  And  thus  the  work  of  fan£lification  is  daily  ad- 
vanced :  **  they  (hall  go  from  ftrength  to  flrength.''  (3.) 
There  is  the  full  execution  of  the  defigns  of  this  cove- 
nant, when  the  foul  is  brought  to  glory,  and  "  prefented 
faultlefs  before  the  prefence  of  God,  without  fpot  or  wrinkle^ 
or  any  fuch  thing.'*  When  Chrift,  who  is  our  life  (hall 
appear,  then  fliall  we  alfo  appear  with  him  in  glory."  At 
that  day,  the  covenant,  and  all  the  concerns  of  it,  is  fully  exe« 
cuted  and  performed,  even  the  day  ofjefus  Chrift :  Phil.  i.  6m 
**  Being  confident  of  this  very  thing,  that  he  which  hath  be- 
gun a  good  wbrk  in  you,  will  perform  it  until  the  day  of  Jefus 
Chrift."  So  much  for  the  firft  thing  propofed,  which  was,  to 
give  you  fome  views  of  the  covenant  of  grace. 

II.  The /econd  thing  wasj  to /peak  a  little  of  the  faithfulnefs  of 
God  engaged  in  the  covenant ^  which  is  here  refembled  to  the  rain- 
how  about  the  throne,  in  colour  like  unto  an  emerald.  For  the  il- 
luftration  of  this  head,  I  (hall,  1.  Inquire  what  the  faithfulnefs 
of  God  implies,  a.  How  far  this  faithfulnefs  is  engaged  in  the 
covenant. 

For  the  firft  I  fhall  clear  it  in  the  following  particulars. 

I.  God's  covenant  of  grace  or  promife  is  no  hafty  or  inde- 
liberate deed,  but  the  refult  of  his  eternal  purpofe  and  counfeL 
Men  many  times  they  fpeak  before  they  think;  and  when 
they  have  pafTed  their  word,  they  would  be  content  to 
eat  it  in  again,  becaufe  they  fpeak  frequently  before  they 
confider  matters  duly.  But  no  fuch  thing  is  incident  to 
God  ;  his  promife  is  nothing  elfe  but  a  revelation  of  his  coun- 
fcl  and  purpofe  of  grace  before  the  world  began  ;  and  there- 
fore every  word  he  fpeaks,  is  fure  and  (tabic,  like  mouncainsl 
of  brafs^  which  cannot  be  ihakcn* 

a.  God 
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2.  God  thinks  as  he  fpcaks  in  his  covenant  and  promife.  1 
remember  it  is  given  as  the  charafter  of  a  true  citizen  of  Zion, 
that  he  "  fpcaks  the  truth  in  his  heart,"  Pfal.  xv.  2.  that  is, 
his  words  and  his  thoughts  agree  together  ;  the  one  is  the  ex- 
aft  tranfcript  or  copy  of  the  other.  And  if  this  be  the  cha- 
rafter  of  the  citizens  of  Zion,  much  more  is  it  fo  of  Zion's 
God  and  King,  who  **  defircs  truth  in  the  inward  parts."  He 
does  not  fay  one  thing  and  think  another  ;  he  hates  all  difin^ 
genuity  in  others,  and  therefore  cannot  be  guilty  of  it  himfelf : 
Ins  words  are  fo  much  the  pifture  of  h\r  heart,  that  we  may 
lawfully  and  warrantably  look  into  his  heart  in  and  by  the 
words  of  his  mouth. 

3.  God  cannot  forget  his  covenant  and  promife.  Men  will 
many  times  make  promifes,  and  forget  them  as  foon  as  they 
arc  made  ;  but  it  cannot  be  fo  with  God,  "  he  is  ever  mindful 
of  his  covenant,"  his  mercy  and  truth  is  ever  before  his  face. 
And  therefore  it  is  an  unjuft  refleftion  on  a  God  of  truth,  to 
fay  or  think  that  he  has  "  forgotten  to  be  gracious."  A  wo- 
man may  fooner  forget  her  fucking  child,  than  God  can  for- 
get Jiis  children,  or  his  promife  made  to  them.  He  remem* 
bers  every  good  word  or  thought  of  ours,  and  has  a  book  of 
remembrance  for  them ;  furely  then  he  will  not,  he  cannot, 
forget  his  own  word  of  promife.  It  is  true,  If.  xliii.  26.  we 
are  commanded  to  *^  put  him  in  remembrance  -,"  and  ac- 
cordingly David,  Pfal.  cxix.  49.  fays  to  God,  "  Remember 
the  word  unto  thy  fervant,  upon  which  thou  haft  caufcd  me 
to  hope."  But  this  is  not  to  be  underftood,  as  if  God  needed 
to  have  his  memory  helped  by  us  ;  but  only  to  put  us  to  our 
duty,  to  quicken  us  to  faith  and  fervency  in  prayer,  according 
to  the  direflion,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  37.  "  For  thefe  things  I  will  be 
inquired  of  by  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  that  I  may  do  it  for  them." 

4*  God  cannot  change  his  mind.  Our  unbelieving  hearts 
are  ready  fometimes  to  fuggeft,  that  when  God  made  the  pro- 
mife, he  might  have  thoughts  of  grace  and  love  in  his  heart, 
but  perhaps  now  he  has  altered  his  way  of  thinking ;  his 
thoughts  have  taken  another  turn.  But  this  cannot  be,  for 
he  is  of  one  mindy  and  tvhi  can  turn  him  ?  there  is  no  variable" 
nefs  or  fo  much  as  2iJJjad§w  ^Jurning  with  him  \  he  is  thefanu 
yejlerday^  to-day^  and  for  ever,  Pfal.  cii.  25. — 27.  **  Of  old 
haft  thou  laid  the  foundation  of  the  earth  :  and  the  heavens 
2.1c  the  work  of  thy  hands.  'I  hey  fliall  pcrifli,  but  thou  fhalt 
endure  :  yea,  all  of  them  (liall  wax  old  like  a  garment ;  as  ai 
vefture  fhalt  thou  change  them,  and  they  fhall  be  changed. 
But  thou  art  the  fame,  and  thy  years  fhall  have  no  end.'* 
Whatever  changes  there  may  be  in  his  carriage  towards  us, 
2  ycc 
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yet  there  can  be  no  change  in  his  heart,  confequently  no 
change  or  alteration  in  his  covenant. 

5.  As  God  never  changes  his  mind,  fo  he  never  breaks  his  • 
viorA  ;  he  always  performs  what  he  promifes.  Many  a  time 
the  believer  has  found  him  better  than  his  word,  but  never 
worfe  than  his  word.  This  is  what  Jofhua  obferved  in  his  lad 
fpeech  to  Ifrael,  Jof.  xxiii.  14.  "  And  ye  know  in  all  your 
hearts,  and  in  all  your  fouls,  that  not  one  thing  hath  failed  of 
all  the  good  things  which  the  Lord  your  God  fpake  con- 
cerning you ;  all  are  come  to  pafs  unto  you,  and  not  one  thing 
hath  failed  thereof."  As  if  he  had  faid,  I  appeal  to  your  con- 
fcience  if  he  has  not  been  a  faithful  God  in  performing  his 
promife  to  you.  Thus  you  fee  wherein  the  faithfulnefs  of 
God  confids. 

For  th^fecond^  to  wit,  how  far  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  is 
engaged  in  the  covenant  of  grace  ?  I  anfwer,  it  is  (o  far  en- 
gaged, that  he  has  given  all  the  fecurity  that  it  is  poflible  for 
God  to  give.    For, 

f  •  His  covenant  is  fubfcribed,  and  that  with  his  own  blood. 
God  as  it  were  dips  his  pen  in  the  heart-blood  of  his  own  Son, 
and  therewith  fubfcribes  the  covenant.  Hence  the  blood  of 
Chrift  is  called  ^^  the  blood  of  the  teflament.  This  is  the  New 
Teftanicnt  in  my  blood." 

2.  The  covenant  of  grace  is  not  only  fubfcribed,  but  attefted 
by  a  glorious  Trinity,  in  the  capacity  of  three  witnefles  : 
1  John  V.  7.  "  There  are  three  that  bear  record  in  heaven, 
the  Father,  the  Word,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  :  and  thefe  three 
are  one." 

3.  It  is  a  fealed  bargain,  fealed  with  the  oath  of  God, 
wherein  he  hath  pawned  his  very  life  for  the  performance  of 
it.  He  gave  his  oath  to  the  covenant  Head,  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  35. 
"  Once  have  I  fworn  by  my  holinefs,  that  I  will  not  lie  unto 
David,"  He  gives  his  oath  to  the  feed  of  Chrift,  Heh.  vi.  17. 
**  God  willing  more  abundantly  to  iliew  unto  the  heirs  of  pro- 
mife, the  immutability  of  his  counfel,  confirmed  it  by  an  oath." 
It  is  fealed  with  the  death  of  the  Teftator,  Ileb.  ix.  16. —  lo. 
It  is  fealed  with  the  Aicraments  of  baptifm  and  the  fupper, 
which  are  like  the  delivering  of  earth  and  ftoiie  upon  an  in- 
feftment.  And  that  moment  that  a  fiiiner  takes  hold  of  it, 
he  feals  it  upon  the  heait  by  his  Holy  Spirit:  JLph.  i.  13. 
**  In  whom  alfo  after  tiiat  ye  belitved,  ye  were  fealed  witii 
that  Holy  Spirit  of  promife  which  is  the  eariieft  of  our  inhe- 
ritance." 

4.  This  covenant  or  teftament  has  the  faithfulnefs  of  God 
fo  far  engaged  in  it,  that,  for  further  fecurity,  it  is  repftrated  in 
heaven  among  the  auliquiiies  of  the  land  ufar  ofi',  Pfal.  c-:ix. 

89. 
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89.  **  For  ever,  O  Lord,  thy  word  is  fettled  in  heaven  ;"  re- 
giftrated  upon  earth,  in  the  volume  of  his  book^  which  is  % 
^more  fure  word  of  prophecy,  than  an  immediate  voice  from 
heaven  ;  and  therefore  **  we  do  well  to  take  heed  to  it,  as  to  a 
light  fhining  in  a  dark  place."  This  much  for  xhtfecond  thing 
propofed. 

III.  The  third  thing  in  the  method  was,  to  take  a  view  of 
this  covenant  of  grace  ^  and  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  engaged  therein^ 
under  the fimtlitude  and  reprefentathn  of  a  rainbow  Jurrounding 
the  throne^  in  colour  like  unto  an  emerald  And  here  1  (hall  en- 
deavour to  do  thefe  three  things,  i .  View  the  covenant  un- 
der the  fimilitude  of  a  rainbow*  2.  Inquire  why  this  bow  is 
faid  to  be  round  about  the  throne.  3.  Why  it  is  faid  to  be  in 
colour  like  unto  an  emerald, 

Firfly  I  fay,  I  would  view  the  covenant  of  grace  under  this 
metaphor  of  the  rainbow  in  the  text. 

1.  Thtn,  the  rainbow  was  of  God's  fetting  :  "  I  have  fet 
my  bow  in  the  clouds."  So  the  covenant  of  grace  is  of  God's 
making  :  <*  I  have  made  a  covenant  with  my  chofen.  Hear^ 
and  yo!ir  fouls  (hall  live,  and  I  will  make  an  evcrlafting  cove- 
nant with  you,  even  the  fure  mercies  of  David.  I  will  make 
an  cverlafting  covenant  with  them,  that  I  will  never  turn  away 
from  them  to  do  them  good."  Beware  of  thinking  that  the 
covenant  is  of  your  making.  It  is  indeed  your  duty  to  take 
hold  of  God's  covenant,  and  to  come  under  engagements, 
through  the  grace  thereof,  to  obferve  all  the  duties  command- 
ed in  the  law  :  but  do  not  think  that  your  engaging,  or  pro- 
mifing  and  covenanting,  ^o  make  or  conilitute  the  covenant 
of  grace :  no,  it  is  God  that  both  makes  the  covenant,  and 
leads  our  heart  and  hand  in  taking  hold  of  it,  and  in  engaging 
to  thefe  duties  of  obedience,  which  are  confequential  untof 
our  being  in  covenant  with  the  Lord:  Heb.  viii.  10-  "  Thid 
is  the  covenant  that  i  will  make  with  the  boufe  of  Ifrael,  after 
thofe  days,  faith  the  Lord,  I  will  put  my  laws  4nto  their  mind, 
and  write  them  in  their  hearts  :  and  I  will  be  to  them  a  God, 
and  they  (hail  be  to  me  a  people."  The  covenant  of  grace  is 
as  much  of  God's  making,  as  the  forming  of  the  bow  in  the 
clouds,  which  cannot  be  done  by  tlie  hands  of  men. 

2.  The  bow  was  itit  in  the  clouds  upon  God's  fmclling  a 
fweet  favour  in  Noah's  facrificc  ;  as  ye  will  fee  in  the  clofc  of 
the  viiith  and  ixrh  chapters  of  the  book  of  Genefis.  So  here, 
upon  Chrilt,  our  bltllcd  Noah,  his  engaging  to  make  himfelf  a 
facrif:ce  to  judice  in  our  room  and  (lead,  and  God  fmclling  a 
fwcct  favour  in  his  death  and  (iitisfadtion,  thereupon  God  fets 
1  is  bow  01*  the  covenant  in  liis  church.     O  Sirs,  if  it  had  not 
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been  for  the  fatisfaftion  which  our  Surety  offered,  this  bow  of 
the  covenant  had  never  appeared  in  our  heavens. 

3.  God's  bow  in  the  clouds  is  a  fecurity  againft  the  waters  of 
the  deluge,  that  they  fliall  never  return  any  more  to  deftroy 
the  earth :  and  indeed  the  bow  in  the  heaven  is  a  greater 
fecurity  againfl:  it,  than  the  fands  and  rocks  wherewith  it  is 
furrounded.  So  the  covenant  of  grace,  founded  upon,  and 
fealed  with  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  is  a  glorious  fecurity  againll 
the  devouring  deluge  of  divine  wrath,  that  it  Ihall  never  return 
to  deftroy  any  foul  that  by  faith  llees  to  Chrift,  and  takes  (bel- 
ter under  the  covert  of  his  blood  and  righteoufnefs.  Whentver 
a  man  fees  the  rainbow,  it  yields  him  peace  and  fafety 
againft  the  fears  of  another  deluge,  though  never  fuch  hurri- 
canes or  tempefts  were  blowing  out  of  the  heavens  :  though 
the  fea  were  roaring,  and  its  waves  fwelling,  as  though  it 
would  fwallow  up  the  dry  land :  yet  the  fight  of  God's  bow 
in  the  clouds  puts  us  out  of  fear  of  an  univerfal  deluge.  So 
here,  whenever  a  poor  foul  by  faith  takes  a  view  of  the  bow 
of  the  covenant  furrounding  God's  throne  of  grace,  it  yields 
him  peace  :  he  is  made  to  fee,  that  whatever  be  God's  difpcn- 
fations,  whatever  be  the  appearance  of  his  providences  \  yet 
the  deluge  of  his  vindi£tive  wrath  having  fpent  itfelf  upon  the 
furety,  juftice  itfelf  becomes  the  finner's  fecurity,  by  virtue  of 
the  covenant  of  grace  :  If.  liv.  9.  **  For  this  is  as  the  waters  of 
floah  unto  me :  for  as  I  have  fworn  that  the  waters  of  Noah 
{hould  no  more  go  over  the  earth  •,  fo  have  I  fworn  that  I  would 
not  be  wroth  with  thee,  nor  rebuke  thee." 

4.  The  rainbow  (as  naturalifts  think)  is  juft  a  refleflion  of 
the  beams  of  the  fun  \  and  it  is  the  fun  that  gives  being  to  the 
rainbow  ;  take  away  the  fun  out  of  the  firmament,  there  would 
be  no  rainbow  in  the  clouds.  So  here,  it  is  Chrift,  the  5w» 
qf  righteaufnefs^  that  gives  being  to  the  covenant  of  grace  $ 
he  is  the  very  life  and  fubftance  of  it :  "  I  will  give  thee  for  a 
covenant  of  the  people.'*  All  the  promifes  of  the  covenant, 
what  are  they  but  juft  the  rays  of  grace  and  love  flowing  out 
from  Chrift,  the  brighinefs  of  the  Father's  glory  ?  Ail  the  pro- 
mifes ar^  ;//  Zvw,  and  in  him  they  are  y^a  and  amen,  'lake 
away  Chrift,  and  the  projinfe  is  net,  the  covenant  is  not. 

5.  Although  the  arch  of  the  bow  is  high  above  us,  reaching 
to  the  heaven ;  yet  the  extremes  of  it  ftoop  down  to  the  earth, 
and  come  near  to  every  man ;  yea,  one  would  think,  where 
ever  he  is,  or  whatever  place  of  the  world  he  is  in,  ftill  the  end 
of  ihe  rainbow  is  pointing  towards  hiin.  Juft  fo  it  is  with  the 
covenant  of  grace ;  although  the  great  covenant-head  be  in 
heaven,  yet  the  covenant  itfelf  ftoopj  down  to  men  upon  earth, 
Rom.  X.  6.  7.  8.  ^«  Say  not  in  thine  heart,  Who  fhail  afcend 
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into  heaven  ?  (that  is,  to  bring  Chrift  down  from  above),  or, 
Who  fhall  defcend  into  the  deep  ?  (that  is  to  bring  up  Chrift 
again  from  the  dead)  but  what  faith  it  ?  The  word  is  nigh 
thee,  even  in  thy  mouth,  and  in  thy  heart :  that  is  the  word  of 
faith,  which  we  preach."  By  the  rigkteoufnefs  offaithy  fpokeii 
of  in  the  6th  verfe,  feme  of  our  bed  interpreters  do  underdand 
the  covenant  of  grace ;  which  is  fo  called,  becaufe  therein 
God  brings  near  his  righteoufncfs  to  us  ;  yea,  the  covenant 
of  grace  in  the  difpcnfation  of  it,  like  the  bow  in  the  clouds » 
points  to  every  man,  faying,  *'  To  you  is  the  word  of  this 
falvation  fent.*'  The  covenant  is  indefinite,  no  man's  name 
is  mentioned,  no  man's  name  excluded  ;  but  as  it  were  a  blank 
left  for  every  man  to  put  in  his  own  name  by  an  applicatory 
faith.  ) 

6.  God's  bow  in  the  clouds  is  very  extenfive,  reaching  from 
the  one  end  of  heaven  to  the  other :  fo  God's  covenant  of 
grace  is  a  large  and  wide  covenant.  Though  all  Adam's  poftert- 
ty  were  gathered  together,  there  would  be  room  for  them 
within  the  arches  of  the  rainbow.  God's  covenant  of  grace 
IS  a  large  and  wide  covenant;  there  is  room  in  it  for  you, 
room  for  me,  and  room  for  all  mankind.  God's  voice  is  to 
every  one  to  take  hold  of  it,  for  every  one  to  come  within  the 
circuit  of  it :  *<  Ho,  every  one  that  thirftetb,  come  ye  to  the 
waters,  and  he  that  hath  no  money  let  him  come.  Tou  that 
have  fpent  your  money  for  that  which  is  not  bread,  and  your 
labour  for  that  which  profiteth  not,"  ye  are  called  to  takenold 
of  it.  If;  Iv,  I.  2. 

7.  As  rhe  rainbow  is  a  fecurity  againft  an  univerfal  deluge, 
fo  it  is  a  prognoftic  of  a  refrelhing  (bower  of  rain  to  the 
thirfty  earth.  So  this  bow  of  the  covenant  that  is  furrounding 
the  throne  of  grace,  as  it  fecures  againft  vindidtive  wrath,  fo 
it  prognofticatcs,  yea,  gives  the  greateft  aflurancc  of  the  rain 
of  the  iSpirit's  influences.  It  is  an  article  of  the  covenant,  **  I 
will  be  as  the  dew  unto  Ifiael :  and  he  (hall  grow  as  the  lily, 
and  caft  forth  his  roots  as  Lebanon  :  I  will  come  unto  them 
as  the  rain  j  as  the  latter  and  former  rain  unto  the  earth."  As 
it  fTsldom  or  never  fails,  that  a  man  looks  upon  the  rainbow, 
but  a  (liower  follows  it  in  a  little  :  fo  it  never  fails,  when  a  man 
looks  by  faith  to  the  bow  of  the  covenant,  and  the  faithfulncfs 
of  God  in  it,  but  fome  refrelhing  rain  of  the  dew  of  heaven 
falls  on  his  foul :  Eph.  i.  13.  "  After  that  ye  believed,  ye 
were  fcaled  with  the  holy  fpirit  of  promife."  John  xi.  40, 
**  Said  I  not  unto  thee,  that  if  thou  would  ft  believe,  thou 
Ihouldft  fee  the  glory  of  Ct-A'* 

8.  The  vifible  and  fenfible  appearance  of  the  rainbow  is 
but  of  a  (hort  continuance  5  for  ordinary  it  appears  for  a  little^ 

and 
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And  then  evani(hes«  So  the  fenHble  and  lively  views  that  the 
believer  gets  of  the  covenant  of  grace^  in  its  beauty,  order^ 
freedom,  fulnefs,  and  {lability^  are.  for  ordinary  but  of  a  (bort 
continuance :  It  is  ^^  a  rare  hour,  and  a  fhort  ftay/'  faid  one 
of  the  ancients. 

•  9.  Although  the  rainbow  dlfappear,  and  that  for  a  long 
while  together,  yet  we  do  not  conclude  upon  that  account  that 
God's  covenant  with  us  is  broken,  or  that  the  waters  will  re- 
turn again  to  deftroy  the  earth  :  no,  the  remembrance  of  the 
rainbow  fet  in  the  clouds,  though  a  man  has  not  feen  it  but 
once  in  his  life;  I  fay,  the  very  renwmbrance  of  the  bow 
makes  us  eafy,  and  perfuades  us  that  the  deluge  (hall  not  re- 
turn again.  So  here,  whenever  God  difcovers  this  bow  of 
the  covenant  furrounding  the  throne  of  grace,  when  he  has 
determined  thy  foul  to  take  hold  of  it,  although  thou  dpft  not 
ice  it  in  fuch  a  fenfible  manner  now  as  thou  haft  feen  it  for- 
merly, yet  the  very  remembrance  of  this  covenant  may  make 
thy  foul  cafy  againft  the  fears  of  wrath,  bccaufe  the  veracity 
and  faithfulnefs  of  God  iikthe  covenant  is  the  fame  without 
any  variablenefs,  ht)wever  matters  may  be  with  thee,  as  to  thy 
prefent  fenfe  and  feeling.  Thus  vou  fee  in  what  refpedts 
God's  covenant  is  refembled  to  the  dow  which  he  has  fet  in 
the  clouds* 

For  the  fecond  queftion^  why  this  bow  is  faid  to  be  round 
ahut  the  throne  f 

I  anfwer,  i.  This  fignifies  the  glorious  majefty  of  a  God  of 
grace  in  Chrift  ;  for,  as  I  told  you,  it  is  reprefented  as  a  ca<* 
aopy  of  ftate  covering  the  throne,  which  is  a  badge  of  ma- 
jefty. O  Sirs,  honour  and  majefty  are  before  the  face  of  a 
God  in  Chrift,  his  throne  of  grace  is  encircled  with  the  glory 
of  grace,  grace  Hcs  fcattered  about  the  throne  on  every  hand  \ 
and  this  (hews  his  glorious  greatnefs* 

2.  The  rainbow  its  being  fet  round  about  the  throne  of 
grace,  perhaps  may  fignify  this,  that  there  is  accefs  to  thd 
dirone  of  grace  on  every  hand,  or  from  every ^irth.  What- 
ever part  of  the  covenant  you  look  to,  whatever  article,  what- 
ever promife  you  caft  your  eye  upon,  you  will  ftill  find  it  lead- 
ing you  dire^ly  ti>  a  tlirone  of  grace  for  grace  to  help  you  : 
Ezek.  xxxvi*  37.  "  For  thefe  things  (to  wit,  for  the  bleffmga 

Jromifed)  I  will  be  inquired  of  (at  a  throne  of  grace)  by  the 
oufe  of  Ifrael,  that  I  may  do  it  for  them-** 

3.  The  throne  of C  grace  is  faid  .to  be  furrounded  with  the 
rainbow,  to  (hew  the  liability  of  every  promife,  or  of  every  a£t 
of  gr^ce,  that  is  iflued  out  from  a  throne  of  grace.  Every  part 
of  the  covenant  is  fure  \  every  promife  of  it  is  more  firm  than 
the  pillars  of  heaven  5  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  is  in  every  pro- 
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mifc,  and  therefore  one  jot  or  tittle  of  it  cannot  fall  to  the 
ground. 

4.  It  is  faid  to  go  about  the  throne,  to  (hew  the  connexion 
that  there  is  among  all  the  parts  of  the  covenant.  As  every 
part  of  a  circle  leads  to  another  part  of  it ;  fo  the  covenant  of 
grace,  it  connefts  one  blefling  with  another,  one  bleffing 
draws  another  after  it;  efFeftual  calling  brings juftification, 
j unification  brings  adoption,  fanftification,  perfeverance,  and 
increafe  of  grace,  and  grace  brings  glory  with  it  hereafter. 
As  when  you  take  hold  of  the  leaft  link  of  a  chain,  you  bring 
the  whole  chain  with  you  ;  fo  here,  if  you  have  one  blef&ng, 
you  have  all ;  if  you  receive  Chrift,  you  have  all  in  him,  he 
brings  all  along  with  him. 

5.  The  rainbow  about  the  throne  may  fignify,  that  there  is 
no  accefs  to  a  throne  of  grace,  no  ground  for  faith  to  ftand 
upon,  in  its  approaches  to  the  throne,  but  only  by  virtue  of 
the  covenant,  and  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  engaged  therein.  It 
is  folly  for  people  to  think  of  coming  to  a  throne  of  grace,  for 
grace  and  mercy,  while  they  overlook  and  negleft  God's  co- 
venant, and  his  veracity  pledged  therein,  r 

A  /^/ri/queftion  was,  Why  this  bow  of  the  covenant  is  faid  to 
bc/«  colour  Itkeunto  an  emerald?  1  fhallnot  (lay  on  this :  6nly  in  on« 
word,  I  think  that  it  points  at  the  perpetuity  of  the  covenant ; 
it  is  ay  the  fame,  like  an  evergreen,  it  never  withers  or  de- 
cays. O  Sirs,  this  world  is  withering,  it  is  tvaxing  old  as  a 
garment f  the  fajblon  of  it  is  pajftng  away  ;  you  yourfelves  are 
withering ;  your  beauty,  ftrength,  ftature,  and  other  excellen- 
cies, are  fading  like  a  moth ;  your  frame  perhaps  will  wither 
in  a  little,  however  agreeable  k  may  be.  Though  you  were 
upon  mount  Tabor  beholding  Chrift  in  his  glory,  yet  that  will 
not  laft  5  in  a  little  your  profperous  date,  and  your  mountain 
that  feems  to  ftand  firm,  may  be  fhaken  through  the  hidings  of . 
the  Lord's  countenance.  But  here  is  what  maybe  relief  under  all ; 
God's  covenant  is  in  colour  like  unto  an  emerald^  continually  green, 
without  any  decay.  I  think  it  very  remarkable,  that  when  God  is 
fending  Mofesto  the  children  of  Ifrael,  in  order  to  bring  them 
out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  he  puts  him  in  mind  of  the  cove-  " 
nant  that  God  made  with  Abraham,  in  which  he  faid,  that  he 
would  bring  them  out  of  Egypt.  Well,  what  way  does  God 
take  to  confirm  the  faith  of  Mofes,  and  of  the  children  of 
Ifrael,  anent  his  faithfulnefs  ?  he  bids  tett  the  children  of  If- 
rael, "  I  AM  hath  fent  me  unto  you."  As  if  he  had  faid.  Do 
not  think  that  I  have  forgotten  my  covenant  and  promife  10 
Abraham :  no,  **  1  am  that  I  am  ;"  I  am  the  fame  this  day  as 
I  was  four  hundred  years  ago,  when  I  fpoke  to  Abraham 
upon  thh  head,  and  nny  piom\{c  \%  ^^  {tt(l\  with  me,  as  it  was 
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tKat  day  I  made  it.  Heb.  x.  23.  there  fays  the  apoftle, "  faith- 
ful is  he  who  hath  promifed."  So  it  reads  in  our  tranflation  ; 
but  in  the  original  Greek  the  words  may  be  read,  "  faithful  is 
he  who  is  promifing.**  We  are  not  to  look  upon  God's  cove- 
nant and  promife  as  a  thing  that  is  pad,  and  out  of  date  :  no» 
he  is  a  proraifing  God  to  us,  as  much  as  when  the  promife 
firftpafled  out  of  his  blefled  lips  :  it  is  an  ever-green,  it  is  in 
colour  tiki  unto  an  emerald;  he  is  ever  mindful  ofkis  covenant  \  and 
^A»  juftice  and  judgemeut  are  the  habitation  cf  his  throne y  fo  his 
tnercyy  wrapped  up  in  a  word  of  truth,  is  ftill  going  before  his 
face.     This  much  for  the  third  thing  in  the  method. 

IV.  The  fourth  thing  in  the  method  was,  to  inquire  a  little 
into  the  faith  and  trujly  which  the  conf deration  cf  all  ihisfbculd 
beget  in  us.  And  for  clearing  of  it,  I  (hall  go  no  further  than 
the  reprefentiation  made  in  the  text.  What  do  you  think  when 
the  rainbow  appears  in  the  heavens ;  the  fame  you  are  to  do 
with  relation  to  the  bow  in  the  covenantji  and  the  faithfulnefs 
of  God  engaged  in  it.  r 

1.  When  the  bow  appears  in  the  heaven,  you  behold  it,  you 
look  upon  it  with  your  eyes,  for  it  is  a  beautiful  appearance  ; 
you  confider  and  inquire  for  what  end  there  is  fuch  an  ap- 
pearance in  the  heavens.  Now,  the  fame  you  are  to  do  with 
God's  covenant  of  grace,  the  bow,  that  he  has  fct  in  th'e  hea- 
ven of  his  dhurch,  about  his  throne  of  grace  which  he  has 
reared  up.  It  is  abfolutely  impofBble  that  ever  you  can  reap 
any  benefit  by  God's  covenant,  unlefs  you  behold  it,  confider 
it,  and  ftudy  to  know  and  underitand  it;  there  muft  be  an  up- 
taking  of  the  fecrcts  of  the  covenant.  And  this  is  the  firft 
thing  that  ever  God  does,  when  he  is  to  bring  the  foul  within 
the  bond  of  his  covenant,  he  enlightens  the  mind  with  the 
knowledge  of  Chrift,  the  great  covenant  Head  \  he  makes  the 
man  to  think  upon  and  confider  the  fulnefs,  freedom,  the 
comely  order  and  (lability  of  the  covenant,  as  a  covenant  of 
grace  and  peace,  having  all  our  falvation  wrapped  up  in  it. 

2.  When  a  man  fees  the  rainbow  in  the  heaven,  and  knows 
that  it  is  a  token  of  God's  covenant  with  mankind,  that  the 
waters  (hail  not  return  to  dtftroy  the  earth,  he  aflents  to  the 
truth  of  the  covenant,  or  promife  of  God ;  he  believes  that  it 
is  true,  that  God  made  fuch  a  promife  5  and  that  God  who 
promifed  fuch  a  thing,  Jie  will  not  break  his  word,  but  that  he 
will  make  it  good.  80, here,  when  you  fee  the  bow  of  the 
covenant  of  grace,  and  the  veracity  of  God  pawned  therein  ; 
when  you  fee  it  fealed  with  the  oath  of  God,  and  the  blood  of 
biseternai  Son,  your  duty  is  to  afltnt  to  the  truth  of  God  pledged 
in'the  covenant,  bccaule  he  has  '*  righteoufuefsycr  the  girdle  of 
his  Joi/75,  dnd  idithfulncfsfr  the  girdk  o£  \iU  itvA^r     C)  ,^'^ 
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the,  foul  fay,  I  fee  every  promife  of  God  to  be  true,  it  vb  iihpcl^ 
fible  for  him  to  lie;  and  therefore  I  fet  to  my  feal  that  be  is  true. 
3.  When  a  man  fees  the  bow  in  the  cloud,  he  concludet 
that  he  hitnfelf  in.particular  is  fafe  from  the  waters  of  the  fea» 
that  they  (hall  not  overflow  him  ;  he  refts  upon  the  veracity 
of  the  Promifer ;  and  fo  makes  himfelf  eafy  againft  the  fears 
of  a  fccond  deluge.  So  here,  when  we  fee  God*s  covenant 
like  a  bow  furrounding  his  throne,  we  {houkl  reft  with  afiurcc) 
confidence  upon  it  as  ^  good  fecurity  againft  wrath,  a  good 
fecurity  for  our  everlafting  happinefs,  for  peace,  pardon,  grace, 
and  glory.  The  covenant  is  God's  charter  for  eternal  life, 
.and  the  foul  accordingly  takes  it,  and  fays^  This  is  all  mj/alva^ 
tion^  that  ie  hath  Made  with  me  in  Chrift  an  evtrlafiing  covenant^ 
and  in  this  will  I  be  confident.  Indeed  if  God  c«n  break  bis  eo- 
vennnt,  I  am  undone,  1  will  fink  in  the  mighty  waters  of  hit 
wrath  2  but  God's  covenant  cannot  be  broken ;  it  (lands  faft 
for  ever ;  the  mountains  (hall  depart,  and  the  hills  be  removed, 
but  the  covenant  of  his  peace  (hall  never  be  removed :  and 
therefore  I  am  fure^  God  willrnot  betray  me,  his  covenant  will 
not  deceive  me*  And  all  this  is  juft  what  is  called  ^'  a. taking 
hold  of  God's  covenant,"  If.  Ivi.  4. 

V.  TYiy  fifth  thing  propofed,  is  the  ufe  of  this  do£):rine.  All 
the  ufe  I  make  of  it  at  the  time,  is  in  thefe  few  inferences.  Is 
it  fo  that  God's  covenant  of  grace,  and  his  faithfulifefs  engaged 
therein,  is  like  a  rainbow  furrounding  the  throne,  for  our  en- 
couragement to  truft  him  ?  then, 

I.  See  hence  the  amazing  glory  and  beauty  of  the  throne  of 
grace  to  which  we  are  invited  and  called  to  come.  Every 
thing  in  and  abotit  tlus  throne  has  glory,  Ijeauty,  andmajcfly 
in  it.  He  that  fits  on  it  i^  like  vktfardine  ^x\A  jajper fione  i 
they  that  behold  him,  or  who  are  about  the  throne,  they  are 
fo  dazzled  with  his  glory,  that  they  cry  day  and  night,  **  Holy 
holy,  holy,  Lord  God  Almighty,  which  was,  and  is,  and  is  to 
tome,"  Rev.  iv.  8 .  they  worfhip  him,  and  call  their  crowns  down 
before  his  throne,  fayingjj  **  Thou  art  worthy,  O  Lord,  to  re- 
ceive glory,  and  honour,  and  power :  for  thou  haft  created  all 
things,  and  for  thy  pleafure  they  arc,  and  were  created.**  O 
how  majcftic  is  the  appearance  of  a  God  in  Chrift  !  how  ma- 
jeftic  is  his  throne,  high  and  lifted  up  !  how  majeftic  is  hia 
retinue,  filling  the  wide  temple  of  heaven  and  earth ! 

'  2.  See  hence  the  ground  that  the  aflurance  of  faith  goes  upon 
in  drawing  near  to  a  throne  of  grace  :  why,  it  goes  upon  the 
ground  of  the  divine  veracity  pledged  in  a  covenant  of  gracfe  s 
it  fees  this  bow  about  the  throne,  and  this  gives  the  man  cou- 
rage and  confidence.  Abraham's  faith  builded  its  aflurance 
Acre,  J?om.  iv.  20.  21.  "  He  ^2L^^<t\td  xvot  ^it  the  promife  of 
pod  through  unbelief^  bdr\^  i\x\\^  ij^^W-j^^^t^^  xWt  hAw\  Vs. 
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had  promlfed,  he  was  able  alfo  to  perform,''  If  yoa  were 
putting  up  that  petition.  Sirs,  to  God,  that  he  would  hem  in 
the  waters  of  the  ocean,  and  bind  up^  the  fountains  of  the 
great  deep,  that  the  waters  might  not  return  to  overflow  the 
earth ;  I  am  perfuaded  that  you  would  a(k  it  with  full  afTurance 
of  faith,  nothing  doubting  his  veracity  anent  your  being  heard 
in  that  petition ;  why^  becaufe  God  has  promifcd  that  the  wa^^ 
ters  fhall  no  more  return  to  deftroy  the  earth;  and  he  has  fet 
his  bow  in  the  cloud  as  a  token  of  his  veracity  in  that  matter* 
Well,  I  am  fure  you  have  as  firm  a  ground  to  build  your  faith, 
upon,  when  you  draw  near  to  a  throne  of  grace,  to  a(k  of  him 
things  agreeable  to  his  will,  things  promifed  in  the  covenant  of 
grace,  peace,  pardon,  and  falvation,  through  a  Redeemer ;  you 
have  the  veracity  of  the  fame  God  pledged ;  not  only  his  ve- 
racity, but  his  power,  his  holinefs,  and  other  perfe£lions.  Tea» 
Sirs,  God's  covenant  of  grace  that  is  made  with  us  in  Chrift, 
la  more  firm  than  God's  covenant  with  Noah ;  for,  as  you 
beard,  this  covenant  of  grace  is  attefted  by  the  three  that  bear 
fecord  in  heaven,  it  is  fealed  with  the  oath  and  blood  of  God^ 
and  regiftrat'e  in  the  volume  of  his  book.  And  therefore  ay 
when  you  go  to  a  throne  of  grace  for  any  mercy,  keep  your 
eye  upon  the  bow  of  the  covenant,  and  the  faithfulnefs  of 
God  pledged  therein,  that  fo  you  may  hope,  and  trud,  and  be- 
lieve without  Itaggering. 

3.  See  hence  the  way  how  to  be  fupported  and  reltered  un- 
der all  pvefiures  of  trouble  of  whatever  kind,  whether  from 
without  or  from  within.  My  friends,  you  have  been  at  a 
communion  table,  and  I  hope  you  have  been  upon  the  mount 
with  God,  feeding  upon  fat  things  full  of  marrow ;  now  we 
are  about  to  part,  we  are  going  out  again  to  the  wide  world, 
and  God  knows  what  deep  feas,  what  tempeftuous  waves  and 
ftorms  from  earth  and  hell  may  be  abiding  us.  Well, 
whatever  may  befal  you,  I  give  you  this  advice,  to  keep  your 
eyes  always  upon  the  rainbow  of  the  covenant  about  the 
throne,  of  which  you  have  been  getting  a  ieniible  feal  in  the 
facrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper ;  efpecially  in  the  cafes  fol- 
lowing, and  you  (liall  lind  wondttful  relief  and  fupport,  as 
David  did  to  his  experience,  Pfal.  xxvii.  13.  "1  had  fainted, 
unlefs  I  had  believed  to  fee  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord  in  the 
land  of  the  living." 

I/?,  then,  Peiliaprt,  poor  believer,  a  ftorm  of  vindiflivc 
wrath  in  appearance  may  blow  from  heaven,  which  will  ftartle 
thy  conlcience  to  thaU  degree,  that  thou  (halt  be  made  to  cry, 
through  a  fcnfe  of  guilt,  and  the  iniprcfhons  of  God's  anger 
on  thy  foul,  "  The  arr  dws  of  the  Almighty  are  within  me,  the 
poifon  whereof  drinkeuU  up  my  fpurit :  the  terrors  of  God  do 
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fet  thcmfclrcs  in  array  againft  me.'*  Well,  if  that  happen  to 
be  thy  cafe»  as  I  knouLnot  but  it  may,  look  to  the  rainbow  of 
the  covenant  about  tie  throne,  and  there  you  fhall  fee  the 
f aithfulnefs  of  God  engaged,  that  vindi(E):ive  wrath  (hall  never 
touch  thee.  Read  for  this.  If.  liv.  7.  8.  9.  10.  There  you 
fee  the  oath  of  God  is  paffed,  that  the  deluge  of  vindidiive 
anger  (hall  no  more  return  to  deftroy  thee  :  and  what  more 
wouldft  thou  have  ?  will  unbelief  dare  to  charge  God  with 
perjury  ? 

2^/7,  Perhaps,  believer,  a  ftorm  of  trouble  from  the  world 
may  blow  upon  thee,  times  of  public  calamity  may  come,  days 
of  perfecution  for  righreoufnefs  fake  \  or  if  that  fail,  a  ftorm 
of  perfonal  trial  may  be  abiding  thee,  trouble  in  thy  name^  in 
thy  eftate,  in  thy  family  or  relations  ;  the  ftorm  may  blow  fo 
hard  as  to  fwcep  away  all  that  is  dear  to  theft  in  a  world.  Well, 
fay  you,  what  (hall  I  do  in  that  cafe  ?  Why,  my  advice  tso 
you  is,  to  caft  the  eye  of  faith  upon  the  bow  of  the  covenant, 
and  there  thou  (halt  find  what  will  cheer  and  keep  up  thy  heart ; 
there  thou  (halt  find  thy  covenanted  God  in  Chrift  proroifeth 
his  fympathy  in  all  thy  troubles :  If.  Ixiii.  9.  "  In  all  their 
affliaion  lie  is  affliaed."  Pfal.  ciii.  13.  «  Like  as  a  father 
pitieth  his  children  :  fo  the  Lord  pitieth  them  that  fear  him." 
There  you  (hall  find  him  engaged  to  go  through  the  fire  and 
water  with  thee :  If.  xHii.  2.  "  When  thou  pafTeft  through, 
the  waters,  I  will  be  with  thee ;  and  through  the  rivers,  they 
ihall  not  overflow  thee :  when  thou  walkeft  through  the  fire, 
thou  (halt  not  be  burnt ;  neither  (hall  the  flame  kindle  upon 
thee."  There  you  will  find  him  engaging  himfelf  by  covenant 
to  carry  thy  head  above  :  If  xli.  10.  "  Fear  thou  not,  for  I  am 
with  thee  :— I  will  help  thee,  yea,  I  will  uphold  thee  with  the 
right  hand  of  my  righteoufneis,"  There  thou  (halt  find  him 
engaged  to  bring  thee  fafely  through  all  thy  troubles  ;'"  Many 
are  the  aflflictions  of  the  righteous  :  but  the  Lord  delivereth 
him  out  of  them  all."  Thou  (halt  find  that  *^  thy  light  afflic- 
tions, which  are  but  for  a  moment,  (hall  work  for  thee  a  far 
more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory.'* 

3rf/y,  Perhaps  a  ftorm  from  hell  may  be  abiding  thee,  **  prin-. 
cipaiities  and  powers,  and  the  rulers  of  the  darknefs  of  this 
world  ;'*  the  armed  legions  of  the  bottomlefs  pit,  like  the  bulls 
of  Bafhan,  may  ere  long  be  goring  at  thee.  Well,  in  this  cafe- 
}ook  to  the  throne  of  grace,  and  to  the  bow  of  the  covenant 
that  furrounds  it,  and  thou  (halt  find  what  may,  and  will  re- 
live thee  ;  you  will  find  that  Chrift  has,  according  to  the  firft 
article  of  the  covenant,  "  bruifed  the  head  of  that  ferpeut, 
jfpoiled  principalities  and  powers,  triumphed  over,  them,  and 
made  a  (hew  of  them  openly  011  his  crofs  j"  he  has  ^Vdeftroyed 
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death,  and  him  that  had  the  power  of  death."  There  thou 
wilt  find  him  engaged  to  (land  by  thee  as  thy  leader  and  com* 
mander,  to  make  thee  tread  Satan  under  thy  feet  (hortly :  and  by 
faith  a£led  upon  this  covenant,  thou  art  affured  of  the  vidory, 
yea,  that  thou  art  a  conqueror,  and  "  more  than  a  conqueror, 
through  him  that  loved  thee." 

/^hfy.  Perhaps,  believer,  thou  may  in  a  little  find  the  ftrong 
man  of  indwelling  fin,  like  Samfon  after  his  locks  were  cut, 
recover  ftrength,  and  begin  to  rage  in  thy  foul,  infomuch  that 
thou  ihalt  be  made  to  cry  with  the  apoftle,  *^  Wretched  jnan 
that  I  am,  who  (hall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  P* 
Well,  in  that  cafe  look  to  the  throne  of  grace,  and  the  bow  of 
the  covenant,  and  thou  (halt  find  God  engaging  himfelf  to 
give  grace  and  mercy,  to  help  thee  in  this  time  of  need: 
Rom.  vi.  14.  he  has  faid,  "  Sin  (hall  not  have  dominion 
over  you.**  Micah  vii.  19.  "  I  will  fubdue  their  iniquities.** 
Ezek.  xxxvi.  25.  "  From  all  their  filthinefs,  and  from  all 
their  idols  will  I  cleanfe  them."  If.  lix.  19.  "  When  the  ene- 
my (hall  come  in  like  a  flood,  the  Spirit  of  th?  Lord  (hall  lift 
up  a  ftandard  againll  him.'* 

5/A/v,  Perhaps  in  a  little  Satan  and  corruption  together  may 
give  thee  a  trip,  and  lay  thee  on  thy  back,  and  as  it  were 
tread  thee  in  a  mire,  fo  that  thy  own  clothes  (hall  abhor 
thee  ;  and  what  (hall  be  done  in  that  cafe  ?  Well,  even  in 
that  cafe  look  up  to  the  throne,  and  behold  the  exalted  Prince 
that  gives  repentance  and  remi(fion  of  fin,  that  he  may  lift 
thee  up  again,  and  by  the  blood  of  his  covenant,  bring  thee 
out  of  the  pit,  wherein  there  is  no  water.  Take  a  view  of  the 
bow  of  the  covenant,  and  thou  wilt  find  written  upon  the  arch 
of  this  bow,  that  "  though  thou  haft  lien  among  the  pots,  he 
ivill  make  thee  as  the  wings  of  a  dove  covered  with  filver,  and 
her  feathers  with  yellow  gold.**  Liften  to  his  voice  that  fits 
upon  the  throne,  and  thou  wilt  hear  him  faying,  "  Though 
thou  haft  played  the  harlot  with  many  lovers*,  yet  return  again 
to  me,  faith  the  Lord.'* 

6thtyy  Perhaps  a  black  and  melancholy  night  of  defertion 
may  overtake  thee  in  thy  way  ;  God  may  hide,  and  thou  be 
brought  to  cry  with  the  church,  "  The  Lord  hath  forfaken 
roe,  and  my  Lord  hath  forgotten  me."  Well,  though  thou 
**  walk  in  darknefs,  and  fee  no  light,  yet  truft  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord,  and  ftay  thyfelf  upon  him^^  by  virtue  of  the  covenant, 
as  thy  God;  for  here  he  is  engaged,  that  he  will  be  "  thy  God  for 
ever,"  that  he  will  "  never  leave  thee  nor  forfake  thee,"  as  to 
his  real  prefence ;  and  that  "  though  weeping  may  endure  for 
a  night,  yet  joy  cpnaeth  in  the  morning.  For  a  fmall  moment 
have  I  iforfaken  thee,  but  with  great  mercies  will  I  gather  thee* 
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In  a  little  wrath  I  hid  my  face  from  thee,  for  a  moment  \  but 
with  everlafting  kindnefs  will  I  have  mercy  on  thee,  faith  th& 
Lord  thy  Redeemer." 

^tUy9  Perhaps  you  may  fall  under  the  melancholy  fears  and 
apprehenBons,  that  thou  (halt  be  fo  left  of  God,  as  to  prove  an 
apoftate  in  the  end.  Well,  look  upto  the  bow  of  the  Covenant 
about  the  throne,  and  thou  wilt  find  fecurity  againft  that  alfo: 
Phil.  i.  6.  **  He  which  hath  begun  the  good  work  in  thee,  will 
perform  it  until  the  day  of  Jefus  Chrifl:.  The  righteous  fliall 
bold  on  his  way,  and  he  that  hath  clean  hands  {h*)]!  wax  ftrongf- 
er  and  ftronger."  Grace  and  glory  are  conrtefted  by  the  co- 
venant fo  infeparably,  that  they  can  never  be  divorced  :  Pfal. 
Ixxxiv.  II.  "  The  Lord  will  give  grace  and  ijt^ory.'* 

%thlyy  Perhaps  thou  may  in  a  little  fall  under  a  melancholy 
deadnefs  and  indifpofnion  of  heart ;  tht  fpices  ofthegardtn^  that 
fcem  now  to  be  fending  out  their  fmell^  may  wither,  and  thou 
may  be  crying,  I  am  a  dry  tree.  Well,  in  that  cafe,  look  up 
to  the  throne  of  grace,  and  thy  glorious  Head  fitting  on  the 
throne,  and  thou  wilt  fee  thy  life  in  him  :  ^^  Our  life  is  bid 
with  Chrift  in  God.  Becaufe  I  live,  ye  (hall  live  alfo.  After 
two  days,  will  he  revive  us,  in  the  third  day  he  will  raife  us  up, 
and  we  (hall  live  in  his  fight.  I  will  be  as  the  dew  unto  Ifrael, 
and  tliey  (hall  revive  as  the  corn»''  Hof.  vi.  and  xiv. 

^thljy  Perhaps  the  terrors  of  death  may  (hortly  take  hold 
on  thee,  poor  believer  ;  the  dark  curtains  of  the  grave,  and  the 
ihadows  of  the  land  of  forgetfulnefs  may  begin  to  ftretch 
them(elves  upon  thee :  O !  what  (hall  be  done  in  that  cafe  ? 
I  anfwer,  even  in  that  cafe  look  up  and  take  hold  of  the 
bow  of  the  covenant  furrounding  the  throne  ;  as  David  did^ 
when  his  latter*  end  was  approaching,  "  Although  my  houfe 
be  not  fo  with  God ;  yet  he  hath  made  with  me  an  everhdl- 
ing  covenant,  ordered  in  all  things  and  fure  :  for  this  is  alt 
my  falvation,  and  all  my  defire.^'  The  fame  holy  man,  P(aU 
xxiiL  viewing  the  covenant,  and  God  engaged  to  be  with  him 
in  death,  cries  out,  ver.  4.  "  Yea,  though  1  walk  through  the 
valley  of  the  (hadow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil :  for  thou 
art  witli  me,  thy  rod  and  thy  ftaiF  they  comfort  rac.^  See 
a  fweet  promife  of  the  covenant  to  this  purpofe,  Hof.  xiii* 
14.  **  1  will  ranfom  them  from  the  power  of  the  grave : 
1  will  redeem  them  from  death :  O  death,  I  will  be  thy  plagues ; 
O  grave,  I  will  be  thy  deftruftion. 

But  after  all  you  may  perhaps  fay,  Thefe  things  may  yield 
excellent  fupport  and  lelief  to  the  believer  that  has  ta^en  hold 
of  God's  covenant,  and  gotten  within  the  arches  of  the  bow; 
but  I  fear  I  am  none  of  thefe.  An  anfwer  to  this  leads  m« 
to  the  loft  ufe  of  the  doctrine  ;  which  I  do  not  defign  to  en- 
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large  upon  at  prefent.  Only  let  me  exhort  and  call  all  hear« 
ing  me,  whether  believers  or  unbelievers,  to  put  this  matter 
out  of  doubti  prefently  without  delay,  by  taking  hold  of  God's 
covenant,  here  reprefcntcd  by  the  rainbow  furrounding  the 
thrones  in  colour  like  uiito  an  emerald,  Sirs^  ye  cannot  gripe 
die  natural  rainbow  with  the  hands  of  your  body  ;  but  when 
you  fee  it,  you  gripe  at  God's  covenant  with  Noah  by  an  zQt 
of  truftor  believing,  that  God  according  to  that  covenant,  will 
deliver  you  frotn  a  deluge  of  water.  Well,  do  the  fame  in  the 
prefent  cafe ;  gripe  or  take  hold  of  God's  covenant  of  grace, 
and  his  faithfulnefs  therein  engaged,  through  Chrift,  for  your 
deliverance  and  freedom  from  the  deluge  of  eternal  wrath, 
which  threatens  to  fwallow  you  up  for  ever  and  ever.  But 
I  go  no  further  at  prefent. 


THE  SUBSTANCE  OF  SOME  DISCOURSES 

tr  ABERNETHT,  SATURDAY  AND  6ABBATH,  July  5^.  &  6: 1  ^iZ. 

Rev.  iv.  ^.^'^And  there  was  a  rainbow  round  about  the  throne\ 
injight  like  unto  an  emeraid. 

I  Proceed  to  the  lafl  ufc  which  I  defigned  to  make  of  the 
dodlrine,  and  that  is  by  way  of  Exhortation, 

Is  it  fo,  that  the  covenant  of  grace,  and  the  faithfulnefs  o£ 
God  engaged  therein,  is  like  a  rainbow  round  about  the  throne^ 
in  colour  like  unto  an  emeralds  Then  my  exhortation  to  all 
hearing  me  is,  to  anfwcr  the  defign,  and  improve  this  mani- 
feftation  and  difplay  of  the  grace  of  God.  Why  has  he  fet 
the  rainbow  of  his  covenant  round  about  his  thrbiie,  but  that 
finners  who  are  far  oS  may  be  encouraged  to  come  and  enter 
in  within  God's  covenant,  and  take  ho^d  of  his  faithfulnefs 
pledged  therein,  that  they  may  "  obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace 
at  a  throne  of  grace,  to  help  them  in  time  of  need  ?"  Sir$, 
when  you  fee  the  bow  in  the  clouds,  you  remember  God's  co- 
venant with  Noah,  and  believe  that  you  are  fafe  againft  a  fe- 
cond  deluge  of  water,  not  for  any  good  deed  done  by  you  to 
deferve  fuch  a  thing,  but  bccaufe  of  the  veracity  of  God  pled- 
ged in  his  covenant  with  Noah:  fo  when  you  fee  the  bow  of  the 
covenant  about  a  throne  of  grace,  improve  it  as  a  fecurity 
againft  the  deluge  of  wrath,  which  was  ftopped  and  recalled 
«pon  the  fatisfa^ion  and  death  of  Chrift  \  improve  it,  I  fay. 
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for  this  and  all  the  other  blei&ngs  that  lie  "Virrapped  up  in  the 
large  bofom  thereof. 

But  now,  that  I  may  fct  this  exhortation  in  a  clearer  lighty 
I  (hall  endeavour,  through  divine  aififtance, 

1.  To  (hew  what  the  rainbow  of  the  covenant  of  grace  it 
a  fign  of. 

2.  Shew  what  it  is  to  improve  this  rainbow  of  the  cove- 
nant. 

3.  What  are  thcfe  bleffings  or  privileges  that  lie  within  the 
circle  of  this  rainbow,  and  of  which  the  foul  comes  to  be  pof- 
fefledt  either  in  part  or  in  whole,  that  moment  that  it  takes 
hold  of  God*s  covenant* 

4.  Who  they  are  that  may  warrantably  come  within  the 
compafs  of  this  rainbow. 

5.  Roll  away  fome  impediments  or  (tumbling  ftones  that 
lie  in  the  way  of  the  finner,  and  which  have  a  fatal  influence 
to  difcourage  him  from  taking  the  benefit  of  the  rainbow  of 
the  covenant  which  is  about  the  throne. 

6.  Offer  a  few  advices,  in  order  to  your  improving  the 
rainbow  of  the  promife  or  cove  nan  t,  for  your  fafety  againft 
the  deluge  of  wr^th  that  threatens  you  upon  the  account  of 
fm. 

I.  Thejirft  thing  propofed  is,  to  inquire  what  this  riainbow 
of  the  covenant  is  a  fign  of.  You  know  the  rainbow  in  the 
vifible  heavens  is  a  fign  of  fomething ;  and  fo  is  this  fpiritual 
rainbow  of  the  covenant.     As, 

iflf  It  is  a  fign  that  the  firft  covenant  is  broken,  and  that 
the  wickednefs  of  man  wag  great  upon  the  earth  ;  for  which 
caufe  the  fountains  of  the  great  deep  of  God's  wrath  were 
opened  like  a  mighty  fea,  fweeping  all  Adam's  family  to  the 
bottomlefs  pit.  When  we  fee  the  bow  in  the  heavens,  we  re- 
member the  flood  of  Noah,  which  was  fent  to  take  vengeance 
upon  the  old  world  for  their  fin  ;  fo  when  we  view  the  rain- 
bow of  the  covenant,  we  flaould  remember  the  flood  of  divine 
wrath  and  vegeance,  that  is  broken  out  againft  the  whole  fti- 
mily  and  race  of  mankind,  ()  Sirs,  the  broad  flying  roll  of  the 
curfe  of  God  is  gone  forth  over  the  face  of  the  whole  earth,  be- 
caufe  of  the  fin  of  m.m  :  Gal.  iii.  10.  **  Curfed  is  every  one  that 
continueth  not  in  all  things  which  are  written  in  the  book  of 
the  law  to  do  them."  Remember  this  when  you  fee  the  bow 
of  the  covenant  of  grace  round  about  the  ihrone  of  grace, 

2^/^,  This  rainbow  of  the  covenant  is  a  fign  that  a  ranfom 
is  found  pur,  and  that  the  facrifice  of  our  great  Noah,  is  ac- 
cepted ;  that  God  hai»  fmelltd  a  fweet  favour  in  the  death  of 
our  Lord  Jeius  Chrift.  You  know  the  rainbow  was  fet  up  in 
(he  heavens,  after  God  had  accepted  of  Noah's  facrifice^  and 
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Mv'hen  we  fee  God's  bow  in  the  clouds>  we  remember  this  :  fo, 
when  we  look  upon  a  covenant  oif  grace,  we  ought  to  remem- 
ber the  death  and  fatisfaftion  of  Jefus,  as  the  very  ground  and 
foundation  of  God's  dealing  with  finners  in  a  way  of  grace. 
When  we  behold  the  covenant,  we  fhould  behold  the  blood  of 
the  covenant,  behold  the  red  ftreams  of  this  rainbow :  Zech. 
ix.  II.  "  By  the  blood  of  thy  covenant,  1  have  fent  forth  thy 
prifoners  out  of  the  pit,  wherein  is  no  water.'*  I  have 
read,  that  in  Holland,  where  moft  of  their  country  is  taken  off 
the  fea  by  (Irong  dikes,  if  the  fea  at  any  time  happen  to  make 
a  breach,  whereby  the  country  is  in  danger  of  being  laid  under 
water,  any  man  that  obferves  the  breach,  is  by  the  law  of  the 
country,  ordered  to  itop  the  breach  if  poffiblc,  though  it  were 
with  his  moft  valuable  packs  of  goods,  and  he  has  reparation 
from  the  community.  O  Sirs  !  iin  has  made  a  breach  for  the 
inundation  of  God's  wrath  to  break  in  upon  the  whole  race  of 
Adam  ;  and  the  breach  was  fo  wide,  and  the  current  of  wrath 
fo rapid  and  (Irong^  that'it  would  have  fwallowed  up  and  fweepc 
away  the  whole  creation  of  angels  and  men,  if  they  had  been 
cad  in  to  (top  it.  The  glorious  Son  of  God  perceiving  that 
nothing  elfe  would  do  it,  he  caft  his  own  body  into  the  breach  ; 
*^  he  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  law,  being  made  a  curfe 
for  us.''  Let  us  remember  this>  when  we  remember  the  bow 
about  the  throne. '  * 

3rf/y,  The  bow  of  the  covenant,  as  it  is  fet  up  iri  the  heaven 
of  the  vifible  church,  is  a  fign  that  the  deluge  of  God's  wrath 
is  recalled,  and  that  God  is  a  God  of  peace  toward  finners^ 
through  the  atoning  blood  of  the  Lamb.  Sirs>  I  bring  you 
glad  tidings  of  great  joy,  the  waters  of  the  deluge  of  God'd 
wrath  are  fo  far  abated  and  fallen,  that  the  olive-branch  is 
brought  forth  to  your  view  by  God's  minifters.  We  preach 
the  gofpel  of  peace,  and  bring  glad  tidings  of  good  things  to 
you ;  we  tell  you  in  the  name  of  God,  that  he  is  fo  well  plea- 
fed  with  the  ranfom  that  he  has  found,  that  he  declares  fury 
is  not  in  him,  that  though  he  was  angry,  his  anger  is  now  turned 
away  :  and  if  ye  will  not  believe  his  word,  take  his  oath  for 
it,  in  which  he  has  pawned  his  very  life :  £zek.  xxxiii.  1 1. 
^'  As  I  live,  faith  the  Lord  God,  I  have  no  pleafure  in  the 
death  of  the  wicked^  but  that  the  wicked  turn  from  his  way 
and  live." 

^thfyt  The  rainbow  in  the  clouds  is  a  fign  of  God's  faithful 
promife,  that  no  inan  (hall  be  ruined  by  an  univerfal  deluge* 
Indeed  if  a  man  will  (land  within  the  fea-mark  till  the  waters 
of  the  fea  overflow  him,  there  is  no  help  for  that ;  God's  faith- 
fuinefs  in  his  covenant  with  Noah  itands  firm  though  the 
man  perilh.    So  hcrc^  the  rs^inbow  about,  the  throne  of  grace 

i% 


44?  2"**  Rainhw  of  tie  Covenant 

is  a  Gga  of  God's  faithfulncfs  in  a  word  of  promife»  that  ba 
man  {hall  perifii,  who  will  take  the  advantage  of  the  dry-land 
that  (lands  befpre  him  in  tht  gofpeU  Indeed  if  a  man  will  by 
unbelief  ftand  ftill  within  the  fea-mark  of  God's  wrath  till  be 
perifti,  there  is  no  help  for  that ;  but  the  faithfulnefs  of  God 
in  the  covenant  of  grace  ftands  firm,  and  (hall  not  be  made  of 
none  effeft  through  his  folly.  But  I  fay,  whofoever  believeth, 
pr  takcth  hold  of  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  pledged  in  his  cove- 
nant, (hall  not  pcriih,  but  have  cverlafting  life ;  the  deluge  of 
wrath  fliall  never  touch  him.  This  much  fot  ihtjirft  tbing» 
naniely,  what  this  rainbow  about  the  throne,  in  cokmr  like 
unto  an  emerald,  is  a  fign  of. 

2.  The  fecond  thing  was,  to  inquire  what  it  is  to  improve 
this  rainbow  of  the  covenant  ?  I  anfwer,  as  it  it  well  exprefl^d 
in  our  Confeffion  of  Faith,  chap.  xiv.  $  2.  at  the  clofe,  *  It  is 
to  believe  in  Qirifl:,  or  to  accept,  receive,  and  reft  upon  him 
alone,  for  juftification,  fan£iification,  and  eternal  life,  by.  vir« 
tue  of  the  covenant  of  grace.*  This  is  a  very  material  ex» 
prefCon,  and  I  fear  little  noticed  by  the  generality  of  people; 
a  refting  upon  Chrift^  by  virtue  of  the  coveneuit  of  grace.  As  wc 
reft  upon  a  man,  by  virtue  of  his  word  or  promife ;  fo  we  reft 
upon  Chrift,  by  virtue  of  the  covenant,  and  the  promifes 
thereof.  It  is  obfervable  her^  in  the  text,  that  the  rainbow  is 
round  about  the  throne,  a^d  him  that  fits  on  it;  fo  that 
there  could  be  no  coming  to  tfie  throne,  or  Chrift  fitting  on  it» 
without  coming  within  the  rainbow :  fo  there  is  no  coming  to 
Chrift,  no  true  believing  in  him,  but  by  virtue  of  his  word  of 
grace  and  plomife  in  a  covenant  of  grace*  And  this  is  one 
main  difference  between  true  faving  faith,  and  the  prefump- 
tuous  faith  of  hypocrites.  ^Hypocrites,  by  a.'prefumptuous  faith, 
they  will  indeed  gripe  at  Chrift  and  falvation;  but  in  the 
mean'  time  they  do  not  receive  Chrift  and  his  benefits  as  they 
lie  within'  the  rainbow,  they  do  not  receive  and  improve  him 
by  virtue  of  the  covenant  of  grace.  The  covenant  of  grace, 
or  the  promile  of  God  in  Chrift,  it  is  his  teftament,  bond,  or 
difpofition,  wherein  he  ailigas  and  makes  over  himfelf,  his 
righteoufnefs,  his  Spirit,  his  fulnefs,  and  all  the  bleffings  of 
his  purchafe;  now,  true  faith,  it  receives  and  refts  upon 
Chrift,  by  virtue  of  this  covenant  of  srace.  I  defy  you  either 
to  faften  your  feith  or  truft  upon  God  or  man  without  a  word 
of  promife  to  ground  your  faith  upon.  If  I  ftiould  bid  you 
truft  or  believe  your  neighbour,  or  any  fponfible  man  for  a 
fum  of  money  that  you  ftand  in  need  of,  you  would  aik  me. 
Why,  what  ground  have  I  to  truft  him  ?  has  he  promifed  to 
give  it  or  lend  it  to  me  ?  If  he  has  not  promifed  to  do  it, 
Siere  is  no  ground  of  truft  \  and  you  would  think  that  1  were 
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but  ihoclcing  you,  when  I  bid  you  truft  him  for  it,  unlefs  he  has 
pafled  his  word.  So  here  when  we  bid  you  believe  in  Chrift, 
receive  him,  or  reft  upon  him  for  falvatioti,  your  eye  mu(t 
immediately  be  turned  to  the  word  of  grace,  or  promifc,  and 
his  faithfulnefs  engaged  in  it ;  for  it  is  by  virtue  of  that,  that 
we  receive  him,  or  approve  and  apply  him  to  our  ewn  fouls : 
hence  believing  in  Chrift  is  exprefled  by  a  **  taking  hold  of 
God's  covenant,'*  If.  Ivi.  4. ;  which  expreffion  plainly  implies  a 
fattening  on  the  veracity  or  faithfulnefs  of  God  pledged  in  the 
covenant.  And  how  far  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  is  engaged 
in  the  coranant  of  grace,  1  ihewcd  in  the  dodlrinal  part  of  this 
difcourfe.  He  has  fubfcribed  it  as  a  party,  he  has  fealed  it 
with  his  oath,  and  the  blood  of  his  Son  ;  he  has  attefted  it  ia 
the  capacity  of  a  witnefs ;  he  hasconfented  to  the  regiftration, 
yea,  has  a^ually  regiftrated  his  bond,  that  we  might  haye  the 
more  fpeedy  diligence  upon  it  at  a  throne  of  grace.  NoW|  I 
fay,  faith  is  a  taking  hold  of  God's  faithfulnefs  thus  pledged 
in  the  covenant,  it  is  a  refting  upon  his  veracity,  it  is  a  truft- 
ing  to  him  that  he  will  be  as  good  as  his  word,  becaufe  it  is 
xmpoifible  for  him  to  lie ;  it  is  a  fetting  to  the  feal  that  he  is 
true,  and  a, faying  with  David,  "  God  hath  fpoken  in  his  ho?- 
linefs,'  I  will  rejoice.'*  O  Sirs  1  faith  in  Ghrift,  by  virtue  of  hisi 
word  of  grace  and  prpmife,  is  one  of  the  plaineft  and  cleareft 
things  in  the  world,  if  the  devil  and  an  unbelieving  jealous  heart 
working  together,  did  not  darken  and  obfcure  the  account  we 
have  of  it  in  the  word.  What  is  plainer  than  to  truft  the 
word  of  an  honeft  man,  or  to  reft  on  him  by  virtue  of  his. 
word  ?  So  here,  believing  is  a  refting  on  Chrift,  or  a  trufting 
in  him,  by  virtue  of  his  covenant  or  word  of  grace.  But  the 
legal  proud  heart  of  man  has  fuch  a  ftrong  bent  after  falva- 
tion  by  doing  or  working  for  life,  that  nothing  elfe  than  the 
mighty  power  of  God  can  bring  the  iinner  to  quit  and  re* 
nounce  all  his  works  and  righteoufnefs  as  filthy  rags,  and  to 
take  falvation  and  eternal  life  by  trufting  or  believing  the  bare 
word  of  a  promifing  God  in  Chrift.  But  I  ftiall  not  enlarge 
further  upon  this  at  prefent. 

3.  The  third  thing  propofed  was,  to  inquire  what  are  thefe 
bkflings  or  privileges  which  lie  within  the  circuit  of  this  rain- 
bow of  the  covenant,  and  of  which  the  foul  comes  to  be  pof- 
fefted,  either  in  part  or  in  whole,  that  moment  that  it  takes 
hold  of  the  covenant.  The  very  naming  of  thefe  bleffings 
may  ferve  as*  fo  many  motives  or  arguments,  to  pcrfuadc  you 
to  take  hold  of  the  covenant,  to  come  to  a  throne  of  grace,  by 
virtue  of  the  rainbow  that  furrounds  it.  And  here  a  field  of 
matter  prefents  itlelf  to  view,  fo  large  and  copious,  that  it  is 
impollible  for  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  it^  far  kfs  can  the 
I  tongue 
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tongue  of  man  tell  it,  or  exprcfs  it  in  words ;  for  all  the  blefi^ 
ings  of  heaven  and  eternity  lie  within  the  wide  circuit  of  this 
rainbow  of  the  covenant,  which  furrounds  God's  throne  of 
grace.  All  grace  whatfoevcr  lay  originally  in  the  heart  of 
God  ;  but  as  it  lies  there,  it  is  inacceflible  by  finners,  **  For 
who  hath  known  the  mind  of  the  Lord  ?*'  Well,  becaufe  that 
grace  that  is  in  God's  heart  is  inacceiBble  by  us,  therefore  he 
brings  it  yet  nearer  to  us,  by  taking  a  piece  of  our  nature, 
uniting  it  to  the  perfon  of  his  eternal  Son,  and  calls  it  Cbrifi^ 
MeJJiah^  Immanuel^  God-man^  or  God  with  us ;  and  makes  all 
the  fulncfs  of  the  Godhead,  all  the  grace  that  is  in  his  heart, 
to  dwell  there,  that  fo  we  might  not  be  afraid  to  come  to  one 
in  our  nature  for  grace  and  mercy  to  help  us*  But  that  our 
faith  might  yet  have  a  greater  advantage,  he  does  not  reft 
there;  but' he  brings  all  the  grace  that  is  in  Chrift  into  a  pro« 
mife,  or  a  covenant  of  grace,  pledges  his  faithfulnefs  in  the 
ftrongeft  way  imaginable  in  the  promife  or  covenant,  that  fo 
unbelief  might  have  nothing  to  objeft.  Unbelief  might  be 
ready  to  fay.  It  is  true,  there  is  enough  of  grace  in*  Chriit, 
but,  alas !  he  is  in  heaven,  and  he  has  carried  all  his  grace 
to  heaven  with  him  \  and  the  throne  on  which  he  now  fits  is 
fo  high,  that  I  know  not  how  to  win  at  him.  But,  fays  the 
Lord,  O  fniner,  fay  not  fo,  think  not  fo  \  for  all  the  fulnefs  of 
Chrift  is  nigh  thee  in  the  rainbow  of  my  covenant.  I  give 
thee  a  word  of  faith,  a  faithful  word  of  promife,  lean  to  that, 
reft  on  that,  and  Chrift,  and  all  that  is  in  him,  and  all  the 
grace  that  is  in  my  heart,  (hall  come  along  with  it  into  thy 
foul.  What  is  it,  O  (inner,  thou  wants,  but  thou  may  have  it 
either  in  title  or  pofleflion,  by  reftmg  on  the  veracity  of  him 
who  has  fet  his  bow  in  the  clouds  ? 

I  (hall  inftance  in  a  few  of  the  many  bleflings,  that  are  to  be 
had  by  taking  hold  of  God's  covenant,  or  by  believiog  in 
Chriit  by  virtue  of  the  covenant. 

ifty  Would  you  have  Jehovah,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft, 
to  be  thy  God,  even  thy  own  God^  to  be  •*  the  ftrcngth  of  thy 
heart,  and  thy  pqrtion  for  ever  ?"  Well,  come  within  the  rain- 
bow, by  taking  hold  of^^od's  covenant,  or  trufting  in  the  word 
of  a  promiiing  God  in  Chrift,  and  it  (hall  be  fo  ;  for  this  is 
the  leading  article  of  the  covenant,  *^  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God* 
I  will  be  their  God.  I  am  thy  (hield,  and  thy  exceeding 
great  reward."  O  Sirs,  you  loft  your  claim  ta  God  by  the 
firft  covenant ;  and  while  in  a  ftateof  nature,  under  a  covo* 
pant  of  works,  you  are  "  without  God  in  the  world :"  but 
here  is  a  God  in  Chrift  coming  back  again  in  a  new  covenant, 
a  covenant  of  grace  and  peace,  O  take  him  at  his  word)  and 
take  bim  in  his  word -,  for  "  faithful  is  he  that  hath  promifed." 

Let 
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Let  thy  foul  fay  to  the  Lord,  upon  the  covenant  ground  and 
grant)  '*  This  God  is  my  God  for  ever  and  ever;  and  he  (hall  be 
thy  GoAtvtn  unto  death,"  bccaufc  he  has  faid  it  in  his  covenant. 
But,  fay  you,  muft  I  not  firft  clofe  with  Chrift  before  I  can 
claim  the  Lord  as  my  God  ?  I  anfwer,  To  clofe  with  Chrift 
is  nothing  elfe  but  to  take  a  God  in  Chrift  as  thy  own  God^ 
by  virtue  of  the  covenant  of  grace  and  promife,  wherein  his 
faithfulnefs  is  more  deeply  engaged  than  ever  it  was  in  God's 
covenant  with  Noah,  whereof  the  rainbow  is  a  perpetual  and 
ftanding  fign.  But  O,  fay  you,  I  am  afraid  it  would  be  pre- 
fumption  for  me  to  claim  a  God  in  Chrift  for  my  God,  upon 
the  covenant-grant,  "  I  will  be  their  God."  I  anfwer.  It  is 
fo  far  from  being  prefumption,  that  it  is  rebellion  againft  the 
authority  of  the  great  God  interpofed  in  the  very  firft  com-^ 
niand  of  the  moral  law,  not  to  know  and  acknowledge  him, 
and  truft  in  him  as  God,  and  as  thy  own  God  :  and  till 
thou  take  him  as  thy  God  in  Chrift,  thou  art  living  in 
open  rebellion  againft  the  authority  of  Heaven  :  and  wilt 
thou  advctiture  to  be  a  rebel  againft  God,  to  avoid  the  dan- 
ger of  prefumption,  and  fo  rufti  upon  the  thick  bofies  of 
Heaven's  buckler?  O  that  1  could  perfuade  you  to  obey 
the  firft  command  of  the  moral  law,  as  it  ftands  in  a  fub- 
ferviency  to  the  covenant  of  grace,  cantained  in  the  preface 
to  the  ten  commandments,  which  teaches  us  to  believe  that 
he  is  the  Lord  our  God  and  Redeemer,  upon  the  ground 
of  his  own  faithfulnefs  pledged  in  thefe  words,  "  I  am  the 
Lord  thy  God."  O  Sirs,  if  you  can  but  find  in  your  hearts 
through  grace  to  obey  the  firft  command  in  the  law,  you 
will  find  it  eafy  to  obey  the  reft ;  and  if  you  can  but  find 
in  your  heart  through  grace  to  believe  this  firft,  and  lead- 
ingjpromife  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  "  I,  am  the  Lord  thy 
God,"  you  will  find  it  eafy  to  lay  claim  by  faith  to  all  the  fub- 
fequent  promifes  of  the  covenant ;  for  it  would  be  remember- 
ed, that  the  firft  proniife  of  the  covenant,  and  the  firft  com- 
mand of  the  moral  law,  are  infeparably  linked  together. 

2^/y,  Take  hold  of  the  covenant,  and  come  within  the  arch 
of  this  blcfled  bow  that  goes  round  about  the  throne,  and  there 
thou  (halt  find  a  fealed  pardon  of  fin,  an  indemnity,  an  a£t  of 
oblivion  for  all  thy  fins,  though  they  be  Innumerable  as  the 
ftars,  and  great  and  heinous  like  the  lofty  mountains :  Heb* 
viii.  12.  *'  I  will  be  merciful  to  their  unrighteoufnefs,  and 
their  fins  and  their  iniquities  will  I  remember  no  more."  So 
Jer.  xxxi.  34.  View  him  that  fits  upon  the  thronv  within  the 
rainbow,  and  thou  wilt  hear  him  faying,  "  I,  even  1,  am  he 
^hat  blottcth  out  thy  tranfgreifions  for  mine  own  fake,  and 
will  npt  remember  tliy  fins."  .  O  condemned  finner,  truft  a 
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God  in  Qirift  for  this,  by  virtue  of  his  covenant,  or  by  yirtae 
of  his  promifc  -,  for  "  the  Strength  of  Ifrael  will  not  lie  nor  re- 
pent." 

^dljt  Thou  art  by  nature  an  alien,  a  ftrtmger,  a  foreigner,  a 
child  of  hell ;  wouldft  thou  fain  come  back  again  to  God's  fia- 
mily,  and  have  a  God  in  Chrift  as  thy  Fiather  ?  Well,  view  thfe 
rainbow,  come  within  the  circuit  of  it,  and  there  thou  flialt 
have  this :  "  I  will  be  a  Father  unto  you,  and  ye  fliall  be  my 
fons  and  daughters,  faith  the  Lord  Almighty.  But  as  many 
sis  received  him,  (by  virtue  of  this  covenant-grant),  to  them 
gave  he  power  to  become  the  fons  of  God,  even  to  them  that 
believe  on  his  name,"  John  i.  12. 

/\thlyy  Wants  thou  a  principle  of  fpiritual  life,  who  art  by 
•nature  dead  in  trefpaffts  and  fins  ?  Well,  believe  in  the  Son 
of  God,  by  virtue  of  the  covenant,  and  thou  (halt  have  it ;  for, 
fays  Chrift,  John  xi.  25.  "  He  that  believeth  in  me,  though 
he  were  dead,  yet  (hall  he  live."  Wouldft  thou  have  thy  fpi- 
ritual life  more  abundant  ?  new  quickenings  under  the  lan- 
guifhings  of  grace  ?  Well,  this  is  within  the  rainbow  of  the 
covenant :  "  Thy  life  is  hid  with  Chrift  in  God  ;  and  he  has 
faid,  that  **  thou  (halt  revive  as  the  corn,  and  grow  as  the 
vine." 

Again  wants  thou  to  have  thy  heart  fprinkled  from  an 
evil  confcience  ?  Here  it  is  to  be  had,  Ezek.  zxxvi.  25.  •*  I 
will  fprinkle  clean  water  upon  you,  and  ye  (hall  be  clean : 
from  all  your  filthinefs,  and  from  all  your  idols  will  1  cleanfe 
you." 

Would  you  have  the  power  of  fin  broken  in  thy  foul  f 
Take  hold  of  God's  covenant,  or  believe  in  Chrift  by  virtue 
of  the  covenant,  and  thou  (halt  have  this  alfo:  Mic.  vii.  19* 
**  I  will  fubdue  their  iniquities.**  Rom.  vi.  14.  "  Sin  ftiall  not 
have  dominion  over  you  :  for  ye  are  not  under  the  law,  but 
under  grace." 

Wouldft  ihou  have  thy  ftony  heart  foftened,  and  turned 
into  a  heart  of  flefh  ?  Thi?  alfo  lies  within  the  rainbow  of  the 
covenant :  Ezek.  xxxvi.  26.  *'  A  new  heart  alfo  will  I  give 
you,  and  a  new  fpirit  will  I  put  within  you,  fand  I  will  take 
aWay  the  ftony  heart  out  of  your  flefti,  and  I  will  give  you  an 
heart  of  flefh." 

Would  you  have  the  fpirit  of  God  within  you,  as  a  Spi- 
rit of  wifdom  and  revelation,  as  a  quickening,  guiding,  and 
fan6tifying  Spirit  ?  Well,  this  is  within  the  covenant  alfo  s 
Ezek.  xxxvN  27.  "  I  will  put  my  fpirit  within  you,  and 
caufe  you  to  walk  in  my  ftatutes,  and  ye  ftiall  keep  my  judge* 
inents,  and  do  them." 

Would  you  have  prote£lion  againft  all  enemies  and  dangers? 

This 
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This  alfo  is  to  be  had  within  the  circuit  of  this  rainbow.  The 
man  Chrid,  who  fits  upon  the  throne^  **  is  an  hiding-place 
from  the  wind,  and  a  covert  from  the  temped." 

Wouldd  thou  have  drengch  to  encounter  thy  enemy, 
ftrength  tp  grapple  with  difficulties,  and  to  manage  thy  work 
and  warfare  ?  This  is  within  the  rainbow  of  the  covenant : 
Zech.  X.  12.  *f  And  I  will  drengthen  them  in  the  Lord, 
and/  they  (hall  walk  up  and  down  in  his  name,  faith  the  Lord.'' 
If.  xli.  10.  **  I  ^\\\  drengthen  them,  yea,  I  will  help  them» 
yea,  I  will  uphold  them  with  the  right  hand  of  my  righteouf- 
nefs."  '  . 

Lqftly^  Would  you  have  grace  to  keep  in  the  Lord's  way  to 
the  end,  till  the  good  work  be  perfefted  ?  Well,  this  is  in  the 
covenant :  ^*  The  righteous  (hall  hold  on  his  way,  and  he  that 
hath  clean  hands  fhall  wa^  dronger  and  dronger.  He  which 
hath  begun  the  good  work  in  you^  will  perform  it  until  the 
day  of  Jefus  Chrid.''  All  thefe,  and  innumerable  other  bleff* 
ings,  lie  within  the  circuit  of  this  rainbow,  which  goes  round 
about  the  throne  of  grace. 

4*  T\it  fourth  thing  propofed  was,  to  inquire  who  are  they 
that  may  warrantably  come  within  the  compafs  of  this  rain- 
bow ?  who  are  they  that  may  take  hold  of  God^s  covenant  ? 
An  anfwer  to  this  quedion  is  the  more  neceflary,  that  it  is  one 
of  the  main  engines  whereby  the  devil  keeps  finners  under  the 
power  of  unbelief,  to  tell  them  that  God's  covenant  and  pro- 
mife  belong  to  others,  and  not  to  them.  Will  the  poor  fin- 
ner  be  ready  to  fay.  Indeed  if  I  were  a  believer,  I  might  con- 
fidently come  within  this  rainbow,  and  intermeddle  with 
Chrid,  and  the  bleffings  of  his  covenant  \  but  till  then  I  muft 
not  prefume  to  meddle.  And  thus,  1  fay,  finners  are  many 
times  difcouraged  from  coming  to  Chrill  to  take  hold  of  his 
covenant*  But,  Sirs,  allow  me  to  tell  you,  that  none  are  jcx- 
eluded  from  coming  within  this  rainbow,  or  from  coming  to 
Chrid  who  (its  on  the  throhe  of  grace,  by  virtue  of  this  cove- 
nant of  grace,  but  only  they  who  exclude  themfelves  by  their 
unbelief.  Every  one  hath  liberty  to  look  to  the  natural  rain- 
bow,  and  improve  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  in  his  promifc  as  a 
fecurity  again d  the  univerfal  deluge  \  fo  every  foul  that  hears 
the  golpel,  is  allowed  to  look  to  the  rainbow  of  the  covenant 
of  grace,  and  improve  it  as  a  fecurity,  through  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  Chrid,  againd  the  deluge  of  divine  wrath  due  to  him 
for  fin. 

^ej}.  What  is  it  that  may  warrant  and  encourage  a  loft 
finncr  by  faich  to  lay  hold  of  the  faithfulnefs  of  God,  enga- 
ged in  this  rainbow  of  the  covenant  that  is  about  his  throne  ? 

Anfw.  1.  God  commands  you  to  lay  hold  on  his  covenant : 
Vol,  L  -      3  L  ,  4  John 
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I  John  ill.  23.  '^  This  is  his  commandment^  that  we  {houlii 
believe  on  the  name  of  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift."  Now,  when 
God  bids  you  believe  in  Chrift,  he  bids  you  believe  in  him,  by 
virtue  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  or  by  virtue  of  .the  free  pro- 
mife  of  life  through  Chrift  to  perifliing  fmners.  O  eflay  it  in 
the  ftrength  of  him  that  commands  you.  The  very  firft  com- 
mand, as  I  was  faying,  warrants  you,  yea,  oblig:eth  you  to 
have  a  God  in  Chrift,  and  none  other,  as  your  God.  Now, 
this  command  is  to  all  and  every  one  ;  and  if  it  were  not  fo, 
it  would  needs  follow,  that  there  are  fome  in  whom  unbelief 
were  no  fin ;  for  where  there  is  no  law,  there  can  be  no  tranC- 
greflion :  but  depend  upon  it,  Sirs^,  that  unbelief  is  your  Gn, 
and  the  great  fin  upon  which  the  fcntence  of  condemnation 
will  run  againft  you  at  the  great  day ;  and  if  unbelief  be  your 
fin,  then  it  is  your  inrUfpenfible  duty,  by  the  command  of 
God,  to  believe  in  Chrift,  or  to  truft  in  him  for  falvation,  by 
virtue  of  his  faithfulnefs  engaged  in  the  bow  of  the  covenant 
that  is  about  the  throne  of  grace. 

2^/y,  Let  the  extent  of  the  rainbow  encourage  and  warrant 
you  to  come  within  it.  The  natural  rainbow  it  reaches  from 
one  end  of  the  heaven  to  the  other  ;  but,  O  Sirs,  the  grace  of 
God  in  a  covenant  of  grace  is  much  wider  and  larger,  for  it 
reaches  forth  its  arms  to  clafp  every  creature  in  its  bofom, 
Mark  xvi.  15.  16,  The  voice  of  a  God  of  grace  is  to  men,  and 
the  fons  of  men,  to  take  hold  of  his  covenant,  to  improve  his 
faithfulnefs  in  the  rainbow  againft  this  the  deluge  of  bis 
wrath :  If.  -v.  1.2.  "  Ho,  every  one  that  thirfteth,  come  ye  to 
the  waters,  and  he  that  hath  no  money;  let  him  come. 
"Wherefore  do  ye  fpend  your  money  for  that  which  is  not 
bread  i  and  your  labour  for  that  which  fatisfieth  not  ?'* 

3£//y,  The  rainbow  of  the  covenant  is  pointed  towards  you 
in  particular  ;  and  if  you  will  but  look  to  it,  you  will  fee  the 
end  of  it  coming  clofe  to  your  very  hand  :  Afts  ii.  39.  **  The 
promife  is  unto  you,  and  to  your  feed,  and  to  all  that  ^are  afar 
off.  To  you  is  the  word  of  this  falvation  fent."  Arc  thou  a  fin- 
ner,  far  away  like  the  prodigal  ?.  Well,  fee  the  rainbow  about 
the  throne  pointing  to  you  :  If.  Ivii.  19.  "I  create  the  fruit 
of  the  lips ;  peace,  peace  to  him  that  is  far  off."  So  A£ls  ii. 
39.  Art  thou  a  polluted  finncr,  black  like  the  Ethiopian,  fpot- 
ted  like  the  leopard  ?  Well,  fee  the  rainbow  of  the  covenant 
pointing  out  its  grace  to  you  :  Pfal.  Ixviii.  13."  Though  ye 
have  litn  among  the  pots,  yet  Ihall  ye  be  as  the  wings  of  a 
dove  covered  with  filver,  and  her  feaihers  with  yellow  gold.'* 
Art  thou  finking  under  the  load  of  fin,  as  a  burden  hea^vier 
than  thou  can  bear  ?  Well,  fee  the  bow  of  the  covenant 
reaching  grace  and  mercy  to  help  thee  '^  Caft  thy  burden 
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icrpon  the  Lord,  and  he  Ihall  fuftain  thee."  In  a  word,  what- 
ever be  thy  condition,  if  on  this  fide  of  hell,  thou  wilt  find 
ftiil  the  bow  of  God's  covenant  ftrctching  out  its  hand  to  thee 
and  accommodating  itfelf  to  thy  condition  and  circumftance. 
Although  the  arch  of  the  bow  be  high,  yet  it  (loops  down  td 
every  man ;  though  the  throne  be  high  and  lifted  up^  and  he 
that  fits  on  it  be  exalted^  yet  the  bow  that  is  about  his  throne 
bows  itfelf  down  to  thy  very  hand,  that  thou  may  climb  up  to 
Chrift  by  it  in  a  way  of  believing :  and  therefore  "  fay  not  in 
thine  heart,  Who  (hall  afcend  into  heaven,  to  bring  Chrift 
down  from  above  ?  or,  Who  fhall  defcend  into  the  deep,  to 
bring  up  Chrift  again  from  the  dead  ?  for  the  word  is  nigh 
thee,  even  in  thy  mouth,  and  in  thy  heart :  that  is  the  word 
of  faith  which  we  preach,"  Rom.  x.  6.  7.  8. 

^thly^  It  is  moft  pleafing  to  him  that  fits  on  the  throne ^f 
grace  to  fee  a  loft  finner  come  within  the  circuit  of  his  rain- 
bow for  fafety.  You  cannot  ^o  a  thing  that  is  fo  pleafing  to 
God,  as  to  believe  in  Chrift,  by  virtue  of  the  covenant.  Jphii 
vi.  29.  "  This  is  the  work  of  God,  that  ye  believe  on  him 
whom  he  hath  fent."  He  fpeaks  as  if  this  were  the  only 
work ;  and  indeed  it  is  fo  much  the  only  work  of  a  finner, 
that  without  it,  it  is  impoffible  to  pleafe  him  ;  and  with  it 
every  thing  ye  do  is  pleafing,  your  perfons  and  your  facrifices 
are  accepted  upon  his  altar.  O  Sirs,  will  you  not  do  a  thing 
that  is  fo  pleafing  to  him  that  made  you,  him  that  preferves 
you,  him  that  provides  for  you,  him  that  fhed  the  blood  of  his 
heart  to  redeem  you  ?  Never  was  the  brouden  breaft  of  a  ten- 
der-hearted mother  more  glad  to  be  fucked,  than  the  Lord 
is  to  fee  a  finner  come  within  the  bow  of  his  covenant,  for 
grace  and  mercy  to  help  in  time  of  need, 

^thlyy  The  nature  of  the  throne,  and  the  nature  of  the  rain- 
bow, invites  and  encourages  your  faith  and  truft.  The  throne 
k  of  the  nature  with  the  rainbow,  the  throne  is  a  throne  of 
grace',  and  the  covenant  a  covenant  of  grace.  What  fort  of  a 
throne  is  a  throne  of  grace  ?  It  is  a  throne  for  beggars,  dy- 
vours, and  bankrupts,  to  come  to,  that  they  may  get  whatfo- 
cver  they  want  freely ;  it  is  a  throne  that  ftands  by  outgiving, 
by  giving  liberally  to  all  without  upbraiding.  What  fort  of  a 
covenant  is  a  covenant  of  grace  ?  The  very  name  of  it  tells 
you  what  is  its  nature ;  a  covenant  of  grace  can  be  nothing 
elfe  but  an-^abfolute  frfee  grant  of  all  the  riches  of  grace 
that  lie  about  the  throne  of  grace.  If  any  thing  were 
required  of  us  as  a  condition  of  our  taking  or  receiving  the 
blefliiigs  of  the  covenant,  it  would  that  moment  ceafe  to  be 
a  covenant  of  grace.  But,  fay  you,  is  not  faith  the  condi- 
tion of  the  covenant  ?  Anjw.  1  will  be  loath  to  condemn  that 
svayof  fpeaking,  bccaufe  worthy  men  have  ufed  it,  and  do  ufe 
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it  in  a  found  fenfe.  But,  Sirs,  I  would  have  you  to  remem- 
ber, that  wheq  it  is  called  a  condition,  all  that  fuch  worthy 
learned  men  mean  by  it,  is  only  this,  that  you  can  have  no  fa- 
▼ing  benefit  or  advantage  by  Chrift  unlefs  he  be  received;  you 
can  have  no  benefit  by  God's  covenant  or  promife,  unlefs  you 
believe  th^  promife  tol>e  true,  and  believe  it  with  application 
to  your  own  fouls.  Faith  is  juft  fuch  a  condition  as  fhewg 
the  infeparablc  conncftion  between  one  thing  and  another. 
As  if  you  (hould  fay  to  a  beggar,  there  is  your  alms,  on  the 
condition  that  you  take  it ;  there  is  meat  on  the  condition  you 
cat  it ;  there  is  a  good  bond  for  a  fum  of  money  on  condi- 
tion that  you  truft  him  that  granted  it.  Or,  as  if  I  {hould 
fay  to  one,  thou  (halt  have  the  benefit  of  the  light  of  the  fun, 
on  condition  thou  open  thine  eyes  to  fee  it ;  or  the  ground 
will  bear  you,  on  condition  you  lay  your  weight  upon  it. 
Now,  fuch  a  condition  of  the  covenant  of  grace  is  faith ;  it  is 
juft  a  taking  what  is  freely  given  without  money  and  price  ; 
'  and  let  it  be  remembered,  that  itfelf  is  one  of  the  bkflings 
promifed  in  this  covenant.  Now,  I  fay,  let  the  nature  of  the 
throne,  and  the  nature  of  the  rainbow  of  thjc  covenant,  encou- 
rage and  warrant  you  to  come  and  truft  in  a  God  of  grace*  I 
inake  but  a  fuppofition,  that  a  great  and  rich  king  (hquld  trtCk 
a  throne  in  the  open  field,  and  emit  a  proclamation  for  all 
beggars,  bankrupts,  and  people  in  wants  and  ftraits,  to  come 
to  his  throne,  and  they  ftiould  get  whatever  they  needed :  O 
what  a  gathering  would  there  be  ?  with  what  confidence 
would  needy  people  flock  thither,  and  a(k  what  they  wanted, 
efpecially  if  the  king  had  fworn  by  his  life  that  they  (hould  be 
ferved  ?  Well,  this  is  the  very  cafe :  the  throne  of  grace  is  only 
a  throne  for  the  needy,  for  rich  folk  are  fent  empty  away  :  and 
the  bow  about  the  throne  is  juft  the  faithfulnefs  of  Qod  enga* 
ged  in  a  free  promife,  that  come  to  him  who  will,  "  he  will 
in  no  wife  caft  them  out.**  O  then  take  the  advantage,  and 
truft  his  promife,  and  you  have  the  thing  promifed,  for  hi$ 
promife  is  as  good  as  payment. 

6/A/y,  Will  you  but  take  a  view  of  the  name  of  him  that 
fits  upon  the  throne  within  the  rainbow,  and  let  that  encou- 
rage your  faith,  hope,  and  expe£iation.  ^  O  Sirs,  **  they  that 
know  his  name  will  put  their  truft  in  him  ;"  his  name  that  fits 
on  the  throne  is  zjlrmg  tower y  to  which  the  finner  may  Jtee^ 
and  to  which  the  faints  **  do  flee  and  are  fafc."  Sec  what  his 
name  is,  Exod.  xxxiv.  6.  his  name  is,  "  The  Lord,  the  Lord 
God,  Jehovah  El,  the  ftrong  God,  able  to  Aofor  thee  ex- 
ceeding abundantly  above  what  ibou  can  aflc  or  think."  He 
ftretched  out  the  heavens  and  laid  the  foundations  of  the 
earth,  and  docs  whatever  pleafes  him  in  the  armies  of  hea- 
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Tcn,  and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth ;  and  therefore 
is  able  to  do  for  thee  whatever  thou  afkeft  of  htm,  yea^ 
more  than  thou  can  afk.  Abraham  by  f^ith  ftayed  himfdf 
upon  the  power  of  a  promifing  God  without  daggering,  Rom. 
iv*  20.  21.  Again,  his  name  is  merciful:  and  therefore 
may  thou  fay,  Will  he  not  anfwer  his  name,  and  extend 
mercy,  confidering  that  mifery  is  the  only  proper  objed  of 
mercyf  and  I  am  wretched,  miferable,  poor  and  blind,  and 
naked  ?  David's  faith  found  footing  in  this  name  of  a  God 
in  Chrift,  when  he  could  not  ftand  before  the  bar  of  the 
law,  Pfal.  cxxx,  4.  "  But  there  is  mercy  with  thee  :  that 
thou  mayft  be  feared."  Again,  his  name-who  (its  upon  the 
throne  within  the  rainbow  is  gracious  /  and  it  is  the  very 
nature  of  grace,  as  I  faid,  to  give,  and  to  give  freely/  Grace 
is  that  attribute  of  the  divine  nature  which  (hall  be  cele- 
brated through  eternity;  this  ^orld  is  but  a  theatre  on  which  he 
defigns  the  manifeftations  of  his 'grace.  May  not  this  encou- 
rage thee  to  go  within  the  circuit  of  the  rainbow,  and  aflc  grace 
and  mercy  to  help  thee  in  time  of  need?  Unbelief,  in* 
deed  will  tell  thee,  that  "  the  Lord  has  forgotten  to  be 
gracious  •,"  but  it  is  not  fo,  for  he  cannot  forget  his  own 
name.  Unbelief  will  tell  thee,  that  thou  art  unworthy  of  his 
I  grace,  and  this  will  hinder  thee  from  coming  fpeed ;  but  that 
cannot  be  either,  for  grace  is  moft  grace  when  it  is  extended 
to  the  moft .  unworthy.  Thus,  I  fay,  draw  encouragement 
from  the  name  of  him  that  fits  upon  the  throne  within  the 
rainbow. 

7/A/y,  It  is  for  the  honour  and  glory  of  God,  that  you 
improve  the  rainbow  of  the  covenant,  for  your  fecurity  againft 
the  deluge  of  wrath,  and  for  obtaining  the  bleflings  that  lie 
within  the  bofom  thereof.  Hereby  ye  glorify  his  power, 
being  perfuaded  that  he  is  able  to  make  good  what  he  has 
promifed ;  hereby  you  glorify  his  holinefs,  which  is  pawn- 
ed to  the  great  covenanwhead,  and  give  thanks  at  the  re- 
membra«ce  of  his  holinefs,  pledged  in  the  covenant  to  him 
and  his^feed  ;  hereby  you  glorify  his  juftice,  by  acquicfcing 
in  that  righteoufnefs  or  jullice  which  is  the  foundation  of 
his  throne ;  hereby  you  glorify  his  mercy,  and  join  with  him 
in  faying,  "  Mercy  (hall  be  built  up  for  ever  j"  hereby  you 
glorify  his  truth  and  faithfulnel's,  by  fetting  to  the  feal  that 
God  is  true  :  in  a  word,  you  give  him  the  glory  of  your 
falvation,  faying,  *'  Salvation  to  our  God  which  (itteth  up- 
on the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb  for  eve*  and  ever  ;*'  ttie 
^language  of  f^ith  is,  **  Not  unto  us, O  Lord,  not  unto.us,  but 
unto  thy  name  be  the  glory.". 

Thus  you  fee  that  there  is  noble  encouragement,  and  the' 
""  beft 
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bcft  warrants  in  the  world,  for  believing  or  Coming  with- 
in this  bow  of  the  coveuant.  O  theii,  Sirs,  for  the  Lord's 
fake,  and  for  your  own  fouls  fake,  flee  in  within  the  rain- 
bow that  is  about  the  throne  ;  believe  in  Chrift  by  virtue 
of  the  covenant  of  grace  and  promife.  And  if  after  all  you 
will  not  comply,  I  declare  in  the  name  of  God,  that  the 
bow  of  God*s  covenant  fhall  ftand  you  in  no  ftead.  The 
faithfulnefs  of  God,  that  is  engaged  to  favc  the  finner  that 
believes,  or  takes  hold  of  his  covenant,  is  engaged  to  danm 
the  foul  that  continues  in  unbelief  5  for,  as  **  he  that  be- 
lieveth,  ihall  be  favcd  ;  fo  he  that  believeth  not  (hall  be 
damned."  The  fountains  of  the  great  deep  of  God's  wrath 
will  inevitably  fweep  you  away  ;  and  he  who  is  the  God 
of  falvation  has  faid,  that  he  will  "  wound  the  head  of  bis 
enemies,  and  the  hairy  fcalp  of  them  that  go  on  Hill  in  their 
trefpaffcs." 

5«  Iht  ffth  thing  propofed  was,  to  roll  away  fome  im- 
pediments, or  (tumbling  ftones,  that  lie  in  the  way  of  fiii- 
ners,  and  which  have  a  fatal  influence  in  difcouraging  them 
to  take  the  benefit  of  the  rainbow  of  the  covenant,  which 
furrounds  the  throne  of  grace.  There  are  fome  things  on 
God's  part,  that  appear  as  great  and  ftrong  bars  againft  the 
finner,  and.  tend  mightily  to  difcourage  him  from  looking 
cither  to  the  throne,  or  the  bow  that  furrounds  it.  viz.  the 
law  of  God,  the  juftice  of  God,  the  holinefs  of  God,  and 
the  decree  of  God, 

1^,  The  law  of  God.  O,  fays  the  finner,  I  am  condem- 
ned already  by  God's  law,  and  how  then  fhall  I  look  to- 
wards God's  Covenant,  or  take  hold  of  it  for  my  fafety  a- 
gainft  the  deluge  of  wrath  ?  A/ifw*  If  thou  had  not  bro- 
ken the  divine  law,  thou  wouldft  not  ftand  in  need  of  the 
grace  of  God's  covenant.  The  law  is  fo  far  from  being  a- 
gainft  the  promife  in  the  bufinefs  of  falvation,  that,  that 
moment  thou  takes  hold  of  Chrift  by  virtue  of  the  covenant 
or  pjomife,  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  is  fulfilled  "in  thee; 
**  for  Chrift  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs  to  every 
one  that  believeth,  Chrifl  was  made  under  the  law  to  redeem 
them  that  were  under  the  law." 

2dlyy  But  O,  fays  the  finner,  the  juftice  of  'God  is  againQ; 
me,  the  thoughts  of  incenfed  juftice  make  my  heart  to 
tremble  within  me.  Anfw.  The  throne  of  grace,  that  is  fur- 
rounded  with  the  bow  of  the  covenant,  is  founded  upon  juf- 
tice fatibfied,  a:«d  judgement  executed  upon  the  Surety  ;  and 
that  moment  thou  comes  within  the  bow  of  the  covenant,  juf- 
tice becomes  thy  friend,  afibilzing  thee  on  the  ground  of  Chrift's 
fatibfadtion :  fof  *«  God  has  fet  forth  Chrift  to  be  a  propitia- 

tion^ 


fur  rounding  the  Throm  of  Grace.  4Sg 

tion,  through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  fliew  forth  his  righteouf. 
nefs  for  the  remiflion  of  fins;  that  he  might  be  juft  and  the  juf- 
tifier  of  him  which  believeth  in  Jefus. 

^dfyy  The  holinefs  of  God  fometimes  fcares  the  (inner  to 
look  toward  the  throne  of  grace,  or  covenant  of  grace.  But, 
Sirs,  I  tell  you,  that,  that  moment  you  come  within  the  bow 
of  the  covenant,  you  are  made  partakers  of  his  holinefs  ;  and 
the  holinefs  of  God  being  laid  in  pawn  for  the  outmaking 
of  the  promife,  (lands  up  for  its  own  intereft  in  the  (inner's  be- 
half* And  belide,  by  the  blood  of  Jefus,  the  filth  of  fin  is  co- 
vered from  the  eyes  of  unfpotted  holinefs,  as  well  as  the  guilt 
of  it  hid  from  the  eye  of  incenfed  juftice. 

4thfy,  The  finner  is  ready  to  be  feared  from  taking  hold  of 
God's  covenant,  and  his  faithfulnefs  engaged  therein,  on  the 
account  of  the  decrees  of  God,  O,  will  the  finner  fay,  it  is 
true,  if  I  were  among  the  number  of  the  eleft,  I  might 
meddle  >¥ith  God's  covenant ;  but,  alas  I  I  think  I  am  none  of 
thefe,  and  therefore  I  need  not  think  of  taking  hold  of  Chrift 
by  virtue  of  his  covenant.  But,  Sirs,  let  me  tell  you,  that 
**  fee  ret  things  belong  unto  the  Lord,  but  thofe  things  which 
are  revealed,  belong  unto  us  and  to  our  children."  Let  God's 
decrees  alone  ;  you  have  no  more  bufinefs  with  them  in  the 
matter  of  believing,  than  you  have  to  trouble  yourfeif  with 
what  they  are  doing  in  Mexico  or  Peru.  Meddle  you  with 
the  things  that  are  revealed,  for  thefe  are  the  things  that  h* 
long  to  usy  and  to  our  children.  Now,  what  are  the  things 
that  are  revealed  ?  Chrift  is  revealed,  the  covenant  and  the 
promifes  are  revealed  as  the  ground  of  faith,  the  command  of 
Gpd  enjoining  you  to  believe  is  revealed,  God's  good  will  to 
man  upon  earth  is  revealed  :  thefe  are  the  things  that  belong 
to  you,  and  therefore  meddle  you  with  thefe.  And  let  not  the 
devil  and  your  own  ill  heart  together  brangle  and  confound 
you,  by  telling  you,  that  you  do  not  know  if  you  be  elefted  ; 
for  that  moment  you  come  within  the  bow  of  God's  covenant, 
you  may  know  your  eledion,  and  that  God  hath  loved  you 
with  an  everlafting  love  ;  and  no  other  way  you  can  poflTibly 
know  it.  But  bcfides  all  this,  let  me  tell  youj  that  God's  pro- 
mife regiftrated  in  his  word,  is  but  an  extraft  of  the  eternal 
thought  and  purpofe  of  his  heart :  fo  that  by  believing  his  pro- 
mife, immediately  you  hiay  know  that  you  arc  *'  the  called 
according  to  his  purpofe." 

But,  may  the  finner  fay,  that  though  there  be  no  bar  on  God's 
part,  yet  there  are  many  bars  and  impediments  on  my  parr. 
1  fhall  endeavour  to  roll  away  thefe  alio,  by  anfwering  the  fol- 
lowing  objeftions  of  unbelief. 

Objctl.  1.  I  am  a  poor  unworthy  creature,  I  dare  not  think 

of 
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of  meddling  with  God's  covenant.  Anfw.  It  is*^  baftard  dc-* 
vilifli  humility,  that  keeps  you  from  believing ;  for  the  more 
unworthy  you  arc  of  the  grace  and  favour  of  God,  the  more 
fit  you  arc  for  receiving  the  grace  of  God  at  a  throne  of  grace, 
by  virtue  of  the  covenant  of  grace.  Grace  is  only  calculated 
for  the  unworthy  finner,  and  not  for  thefc  that  think  thcm* 
felves  worthy  of  it 

Obje5i,  2.  My  fins  arc  like  the  great  mountains,  and  I  fear 
the  grace  of  God  will  never  level  them.  Anfw.  Take  hold  of 
God'scovenant, andyou (hall  find thefe  mountains  removed,  and 
caft  into  the  midft  of  the  fea  :  If.  i.  1 8.  "  Come  now,  and  let 
us  reafon  together,  faith  the  Lord :  though  your  fins  be  as  fear- 
let,  they.fhall  be  as  white  as  fnow  ;  though  they  be  red  like 
crimfon,  they  (hall  be  as  wool." 

ObjcS.  3.  I  want  a  law-work,  I  am  not  weary  and  heavy 
laden,  and  therefore  am  not  fit  to  take  hold  of  God's  covenant. 
Anfw.  If  thou  think  to  make  a  law-work  and  humiliation  a 
price  in  your  hand  to  recommend  you  to  Chrift,  and  fit  you 
for  him  ;  I  tell  you  that  inftead  of  fitting  yourfelf  for  Chrift, 
you  are  building  up  a  wall  between  Chrift  and  you,  that  you 
Ihall  never  win  over.  If  you  fee  an  abfolute  need  of  Chrift^^ 
and  that  you  are  undone  without  him,  do  not  ftand  to  feek 
more  law- work;  for  that  moment  you  clofe  with  Chrift,  by 
virtue  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  the  law  has  gotten  its  end, 
Chrift  being  "  the  end  of  the  law  to  every  one  that  belicveth. 
It  is  the  weary  and  heavy  laden  that  are  called ;  but  that  is 
not  to  exclude  others,  who  cannot  find  that  difpofition  in  them- 
felves;  and  they  are  mentioned  in  particular  in  the  call,  becaufe 
they  are  moft  ready  to  exclude  themfelves  from  having  any 
concern  in  Chrift  or  his  covenant. 

Obje^.  4.  I  am  afraid  to  take  hold  of  God's  covenant  in 
cafe  I  turn  away  from  his  commandments,  and  fo  render  my- 
fclf  unworthy  of  a  covenant  relation  to  him.  An/w.  If  you 
really  take  hold  of  his  covenant,  the  grace  of  his  covenant 
will  keep  you  in  the  way  of  his  commandments :  Jer.  xxxii. 
40.  ^<  I  will  make  an  everlafting  covenant  with  them,  that  I 
will  not  turn  away  from  them  to  do  them  good :  but  I  will 
put  my  fear  in  their  hearts,  that  they  fball  not  depart  from 
me." 

ObjeSI^  5.  I  am  afraid  to  take  hold  of  God's  covenant,  in 
cafe  that  i  never  be  able  to  bear  the  crofs :  I  will  faint  in  the 
day  of  adverfity,  for  my  ftrength  is  fmall.  Anfnu.  Do  not  fear 
that,  for  he  that  fits  on  the  throne  has  faid  in  his  covenant, 
•*  when  thou  pafleft  through  the  waters  he  will  be  with  thee ; 
and  through  the  rivers,  they  Ihall  not  overflow  thee  :  when 
thou  walkeft  through  the  fire,  thou  flialt  not  be  burnt  •,  nei- 
I  thcr 
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ther  fliall  the  flame  kindle  upon  thee."  His  prefence  fliall  go 
with  thee  to  the  hottcft  furnace,  and  unto  the  deep  waters  of 
Mara :  and  if  fo,  there  is  no  fear  :  but  thy  head  (hall  be  car- 
ried above. 

OhjeB,  6.  I  have  formerly  minted  to  take  hold  of  God^s  co- 
venant ;  but  I  have  played  the  harlot  with  many  lovers  fincc 
tjiat.  Anfiu.  Renew  thy  gripes  of  the  covenant ;  foi^  the  grace 
of  God's  covenant,  the  rainbow  about  the  throne,  is  dill 
pointing  thee  out  as  it  were  by  name  :  Jer.  iii.  i.  *<  Though 
thou  haft  played  the  harlot  with  many  lovers ;  yet  return 
again  to  me  faith  the  Lord." 

OhjeB.  7.  But  I  have  afted  as  a  rebel  againft  Heaven,  I 
have  been  waging  war  againft  God,  and  will  ever  he  allow 
xne  to  meddle  with  his  covenant,  or  come  within  the  verge  of 
this  rainbow?  Foranfwer,  fee  Pful.  lxviii.18.  where  we  arc  told 
concerning  him  that  fits  upon  the  throne  of  grace  within  the 
rainbow, '«  He  received  gifts  for  men  ;  yea,  even  for  the  re- 
bellious,  that  the  Lord  God  might  dwell  among  us."  See  alfo. 
If.  Iv.  7.  "  Let  the  wicked  forfake  his  way,  and  the  unrighte- 
ous man  his  thoughts :  and  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord,  and 
he  will  have  mercy  upon  him,  and  to  our  God,  for  he  will 
abundantly  pardon." 

Objeci.  8.  I  want  power  to  take  hold  of  the  covenant,  I  want 

fower  to  believe  in  Chrift  by  virtue  of  the  covenant.  Afifw» 
£c  that  (its  upon  the  throne,  with  the  rainbow  about  it,  he  is 
faying,  "  1  will  give  power  to  the  faint,  and  increafe  ftrength 
to  them  that  have  no  might ;"  yea,  he  has  faid  that  he  will 
•*  make  thee  willing  by  the  day  of  his  power  :"  and  if  he  has 
given  thee  the  will  to  believe,  there  is  no  fear  for  the  want  of 
power  ;  for  he  that  works  the  will  by  his  covenant,  he  has  en- 
gagtfd  to  work  the  do  alfo ;  he  "  works  in  us,  both  to  will  and 
to  i\o  of  his  good  pleafure." 

Otjedi,  9.  You  are  ay  fpeaking  of  the  bow  of  the  covenariC, 
but  1  would  fain  fee  it  j  1  have  feen  the  natural  bow,  but  the 
rainbow  of  the  covenant  is  invifible.  Anfw.  It  is  ftrangc  not 
to  fee  it,  when  you  have  it  in  your  hand  5  the  Old  and  '^zw 
Teftament  is  the  rainbow  that  I  am  fpeaking  of ;  the  rainbow 
is  at  this  moment  (hining  upon  you  in  a  preached  gofpel.  O 
remember  that  awful  word,  2  Cor.  iv.  3.4.  ^'  If  our  gofpel  be 
hid,  it  is  hid  to  them  that  are  loft ;  in  whom  the  God  of  this 
M^orld  hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them  which  believe  not,  Iclt 
the  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of  Chrift,  who  is  the  image  oi: 
God,  (hould  ftiine  unto  them." 

ObjeEl,  10.  I  am  afraid  I  be  one  of  thefe  from  whom  this 
rainbow  is  hid,  and  fo  am  loft  for  ever.  Anfw.  If  thou  doeft 
not  fee  it,  I  aik,  Art  thou  longing  to  fee  it  ?     if  fo,  I  can  tell 
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you  for  good  news,  thou  (halt  fee  it  ere  long ;  "  for  he  fatis* 
iieth  the  loiijijing  foul,  and  fiUeth  the  hungry  foul  with  good* 
nefs  ;"  and  then  he  that  fits  on  the  throne  has  faid,  that  he 
will  **  open  the  blind  eyes,  and  turn  thee  from  darknefs,  thai 
thou  flialt  behold  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  and  the  excellency 
of  our  God." 

-Thus  I  have  endeavoured  to  roll  away  all  the  impediments 
I  can  think  upon,  that  you  may  be  encouraged  to  come  within 
the  bow  that  is  about  the  throne  of  grace.  What  are  you  re- 
folved  to  do  ?  Will  you  come  within  the  bow  of  God's  cove- 
nant or  not  ?  I  would  fain  expoftulate  the  matter  with  you. 
What  will  you  do  in  the  day  of  death,  if  you  come  not  within 
this  rainbow  ?  What  will  you  do  in  the  day  of  reckoning, 
when  (landing  before  the  bar  of  God  ?  Whither  will  you  flee, 
when  rocks  and  mountains  refufe  to  fall  on  you,  to  hide  you 
from  the  face  of  the  Lamb  ?  O  Sirs,  there  is  no  (hunning  the 
deluge  of  divine  wrath,  but  by  taking  hold  of  the  covenant, 
and  of  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  engag;.d  therein  ;  the  whole 
creation  cannot  help  you,  if  you  do  it  not,  but  you  muft  lie 
under  the  fiery  mountains  of  God's  wrath  for  ever;  for  "  he 
that  believeth  not  is  condemned  already ;  and  the  wrath  of 
God  abideth  on  him." 

But  1  cannot  think  of  parting  with  you  upon  mount  Ebal 
or  Sinai.  And  therefore  let  me  befeecli  you,  by  the  mercy  of 
God,  by  all  the  bleflings  of  his  covenant,  by  the  blood  and 
bowels  of  a  God  of  love  in  Chrift,  by  all  the  glory  of  heaven 
and  eternity,  that  you  come  within  the  compafs  of  the  rain- 
bow that  is  about  the  throne.  O  fay  you,  with  my  whole  foul 
I  would  take  hold  of  God's  covenant,  and  his  faithfulnefs  en- 
gaged therein  -,  but  will  you  give  us  your  advice  as  to  this. 
matter.     An  anfwer  to  this  leads  to, 

6.  The  lajl  thing  propofed,  which  was,  to  offer  a  few  ad- 
vice s  in  order  to  your  improving  the  rainbow  of  the  promife, 
cr  covenant,  for  your  fafeiy  againfl:  the  deluge  of  wrath. 

]//,  Study  to  be  firmly  perl'uaded  of  your  mifery  and  loft 
(late  without  Chrift,  and  while  without  the  confines  of  the 
bow  that  furrounds  his  throne.  Till  you  fee  your  loft  itate 
by  the  breach  of  the  covenant  of  works,  you  will  never  take 
hold  of  a  cGvenunt  of  gtace ;  and  therefore  be  firmly  per- 
fuaded,  tliat  by  nature  you  are  wretched,  niiferable,  poor, 
blind,  and  naked*  But  now  if  you  have  come  to  this  pcrfua- 
fion,  you  muft  not  reft  content  here,  for  many  have  periChed 
in  this  place  of  breaking  forth  of  children.     And  therefore, 

2^/y,  Be  firmly  perfuaded,  that  there  is  relief  for  you  in 
Chrilt,  r,nd  in  the  new  covenant,  whereof  he  is  the  glorious 
Head.  Ho-.viiver  bad  thy  condition  is,  there  is  relief  for  thee 
in  Chriit  j  for  he  ib  all  in  all.     is  thy  ftate  a  ftatc  of  fin  ? 

Well, 
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\Vell,  Chrift  is  the  Saviour  of  none  but  finncrs.  Is  thy  ftate 
a  ftate  of  diftance  from  God  ?  Well,  he  came  to  bring  us 
x^ear.  by  his  own  blood.  Is  thy  (late  a  ilate  of  enmity  and 
war  againft  Heaven  ?  Well,  his  work  is  to  reconcile  God  ai>d 
man,  to  fatisfy  juttice,  and  to  flay  the  enmity  of  the  heart ;  he 
breaks  down  the  wall  of  partition,  and  brings  both  parties 
unto  one.  Is  thy  ftate  a  hopclefs  ftate  ?  Well,  he  is  the  hope 
of  all  the  ends  of  the  earth.  Is  it  a  ftate  of  darknefs  ?  He  is 
the  light  of  the  world.  Art  thou  in  an  impotent  ftate  ?  He 
is  the  ftrength  of  the  poor,  and  of  the  needy.  Art  thou  in  a 
ftate  of  bondage  ?  He  proclaims  liberty  to  the  captives,  and 
the  opening  of  the  prifon  to  them  that  are  bound.  Art  thou 
curfed  ?  He  came  to  redeem  thee  from  the  curfe.  Art  thou 
dead  in  fm,  dead  by  the  law  ?  Well,  he  died  that  we  might 
live;  and  though  thou  be  dead,  yet  thou  (halt  live,  if  you  be- 
lieve in  him.  So  that,  I  fay,  there  is  that  in  Chrift  which 
meets  with  the  condition  of  the  (inner,  Jet  his  cafe  be  never 
fo  bad,  if  he  be  on  this  fide  of  hell.  Now,  I  fay,  be  perfuaded 
of  all  this,  be  aflured  of  it,  that  there  is  help  laid  upon  this 
mighty  Redeemer,  and  that  he  is  indeed  able  to  fave  to  ths 
very  uttermoft. 

3flVy,  Be  perfuaded  that  the  rainbow,  that  is  furrounding 
the  throne  of  grace,  is  pointing  to  you  ;  I  mean,  that  the  co- 
venant of  grace,  or  promife  of  help,  relief,  and  reft,  through 
Chrift,  is  left  to  you,  and  directed  or  indorfed  to  you  in  parti- 
cular, and  that  it  belongs  to  you,  as  a  thing  you  may  claim 
without  any  vicious  intromiflTion.  This  is  abfolutely  neceifary, 
for  I  can  never  truft  to  a  fecurity,  which  meantime  I  think  or 
imagine  is  granted  to  another  man,  and  not  to  myfelf.  Can 
I  purfue  upon  a  bond  granted  in  another  man's  name,  and 
not  in  my  own  ?  (3,  fay  you,  if  I  thought  I  had  a  right  to  the 
covenant,  or  promife  of  God  in  Chrift,  I  would  believe  it,  and 
rejoice.  Well,  to  eftablifli  you  in  the  faith  of  this,  know,  O 
(inner,  for  thy  encouragement,  (i.)  The  covenant  and  pro- 
mHe  is  indorfed  or  dire£led  to  thee,  as  if  thou  wert  named 
by  name  and  firname.  Like  a  letter,  when  it  is  backed  to  a 
man  ;  when  he  reads  the  back  of  the  letter,  and  finds  it  di- 
Te£led  to  him,  he  breaks  the  feal  of  it,  and  claims  all  that  is  in 
it,  though  it  were  a  fecurity  for  millions  of  gold  and  filver* 
(2.)  rhou  haft  already  gotten  the  feal  of  the  covenant  in  bap- 
tifm  ;  and  would  God  allow  the  fed  of  his  covenant,  and  yet 
wilt  thou  fay  thou  haft  no  claim  to  intermedcjle  iyith  the  co- 
venant itfclf  ?  (3.)  God  has  put  liis  covenant,  his  confirmed 
teftament,  in  thy  hand  as  a  charter  for  eternal  life,  and  com- 
manded thee  to  read  it,  fearch  it,  trult  to  it  for  a  happy  eter- 
nity ;  and  yet  wilt  thou. fay  thou  haft  no  claim  to  tiie  cove- 
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nant,  no  right  to  take  hold  of  it  ?  And  therefore,  I  fay,  btf 
perfuaded  that  you  have  a  good  claim  to  the  covenant  of  grace 
and  promife  •,  "  the  promifc  is  to  you,  and  to  your  feed." 
You  may  readily  fay  to  me,  that  by  this  means  God's  pro- 
mife is  made  to  the  reprobate,  as  well  as  to  the  ele£i,  in  the 
vIGble  church.  I  anfwer  with  the  learned  and  pious  Ruther- 
ford, that  the  reprobate  have  as  good  a  revealed  warrant  for 
believing  as  the  elefl:  have.  If  God's  covenant  and  promife 
were  not  to  all  in  common  within  the  vifiblc  church,  and  if 
his  faithfulncfs  were  not  engaged  in  the  promife  tendered  to 
them,  how  is  it  podible  that  unbelievers  could  be  faid  to  make 
God  a  liar,  by  not  believing  his  promife,  or  the  record,  in 
which  he  has  given  to  us  eternal  life,  in  his  Son  Jcfus  Chrift? 
You  may  again  objeft  and  fay.  If  God's  promifes  were  made 
to  the  reprobate,  then  it  would  follow,  that  his  faithful neia 
would  fail,  if  he  did  not  fulfil  his  promife  to  them.  I  anfwer. 
We  are  to  diftinguifh  between  the  promifc  in  the  exhibition 
of  it  in  the  word,  and  in  the  efFeftual  application  of  it  by  the 
Spirit.  In  the  firft  of  thefe  refpc£ts  it  is  made  to  all,  with- 
out exception  of  cle£l,  or  reprobate ;  and  that  the  promife  is 
not  made  efFedlual  to  the  reprobate  will  no  more  infer  the 
want  of  faithfulncfs  in  God,  than  a  man's  not  marrying  of  a 
woman  after  he  has  pafled  his  promife  to  her,  when  yet  fhe 
rcfufes  to  confent  to  the  bargain. 

Atkly^  Be  perfuaded,  that  this  covenant  of  grace  and  pro- 
mife is  a  good  and  nolile  fecurity,  and  that  it  is  able  to  bear 
thy  weight.  You  heard  in  the  do£lrinal  part,  how  much  the 
faithfulncfs  of  God  is  engaged  in  the  covenant.  Fray  do  not 
forget  it ;  he  has  fubfcribed  it,  attefted  it,  fealed  it,  rcgiftratcd 
it ;  in  a  word,  he  has  given  all  imaginable  advantage  for  be- 
lieving, and  takes  off  all  imaginable  pleas  for  unbelief.    . 

Sikly,  Be  much  in  viewing  thefe  great  and  glorious  blcfT- 
ings  that  lie  within  the  covenant,  within  the  verge  of  the  bow 
that  is  about  the  throne  :  of  which  I  gave  you  an  account 
upon  the  third  head  propofed,  in  profecuting  of  this  exhorta- 
tion. What  thinkelt  thou  of  having  Jehovah,  Father,  Son, 
\mA  Holy  Ghoft,  for  thy  God  and  portion  for  ever  i  What 
thinkell  thou  of  a  fealed  pardon,  and  indemnity  for  all  thy  fins  ? 
What  thinkeft  thou  of  being  "  j)n  heir  of  God,  and  a  joint-heir 
with  Chrift  ?"  What  thinkeft  thou  of  the  "  inheritance,  that 
is  incorruptible,  .and  undefiltd,  and  which  fadcth  not  away  r'^ 
Yet  all  thefe  lie  within  the  circle  of  the  bow  of  the  covenant. 
Now,  I  fay,  keep  your  tye  upon  thefe,  that  you  may  be  cn- 
couraged,  or  ftined  up  to  prefs  towards  the  adual  poflcffion 
of  thcie  glorious  blefliiigs,  by  coming  within  this  blefied  bow. 

6/A/y,  Take  a  view  ot  ail  tli-fc  great  and  glorious  bleffings, 
as  lying  In  the  hand  of  him  that  fits  upon  the  throne,  ready  to 
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be  given  out  to  every  one  that  believes  in  him  by  virtue  of  the 
covenant.  O  hear  him  that  (its  on  the  throne  crying  to  all 
(innersy  to  a  whole  perifhing  world,  "  Whofoever  beHcveth  in 
me,  (hall  not  periih,  but  have  evcrlafting  life.  Whofoever 
will,  let  him  come,  and  take  the  water  of  life  freely."  Thus, 
I  fay,  be  perfuaded,  that  all  the  ble (lings  of  the  covenant  lie 
ready  in  his  hand  to  be  diftributed  and  communicated  to  every 
one  that  comes  to  him. 

7/A/y,  Being  firmly  perfuaded  of  all  thefe  things,  ftudy  to 
refl,  and  lay  the  weight  of  thy  (inking  foul  upon  the  veracity 
and  faithfulnefs  of  a  promi(ing  God  in  Chrift.  You  know 
what  it  is  to  lay  weight  upon  an  honcft  man's  word,  who  you 
are  perfuaded  will  not  fail  you  ;  fo  lay  weight  and  ftrefs  upon 
the  prcMnife  of  God,  upon  his  faithfulnefs  engaged  in  the  cove- 
nant, being  fully  perfuaded,  that  what  he  has  promifed,  he  is 
both  able  and  willing  to  perform.  O  Sir^  trull  in  him,  let 
his  truth  be  your  fhield  and  buckler,  for  he  is  truth  itfelf, 
faithfulnefs  is  the  girdle  of  his  kins  ;  hang  by  his  girdle,  and  fay 
with  David,  •*  In  his  word  will  1  hope.  Remember  the  word 
unto  thy  fcrvant,  upon  which  thou  haft  caufcd  me  to  hope,'* 
And  if  thou  do  fo,  thou  fhak  not  be  difappointed  :  "  The  fa- 
{hion  of  this  world  paflcth  away  :  but  the  word  of  the  Lord 
cndureth  for  ever." 

8/A/y,  If  you  have  thus  entered  within  the  bow  of  the  cove- 
nant, go  forward  to  the  throne  and  him  that  fits  on  it,  whofe 
appearance  is  like  a  jafper  and  a  fardinc  ftone  for  brightnefs 
and  glory  ;  purfue  him  at  his  own  throne  ;  plead  the  a6lual 
outmaking  and  accomplifliing  of  bis  promife,  for  this  is  God's 
Hated  and  ordinary  way  appointed  in  his  word :  Ezek.  xxxvi. 
37.  compared  with  ver.  25.  26.  27.  there  God  makes  a  great 
many  promifes,  and  after  all  he  adds,  **  For  thefe  things  I  will 
be  inquired  of.by  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  that  I  may  do  it  for  them." 
Only  when  you  come  to  the  throne,  and  plead  the  promife,  take 
care  that  you  do  notexpcd  the  accompliihmcnt  of  the  promife 
for  your  own  pleading  \  but  upon  the  account  of  his  own  faith- 
fulnefs engaged  in  his  own  covenant  of  grace.  But,  may  you 
fay,  I  have  neither  (kill  nor  confidence  to  plead  the  promife. 
1  anfwer,  It  is  very  true,  you  have  no  flcill  to  manage  at  his 
throne  5  and  therefore  I  give  you 

A  C)th  advice,  Put  the  promife  of  the  covenant,  which  you 
feek  the  accomplifiiment  of,  in  the  hand  of  your  advocate,  that 
he  may  pWad  it  for  you  :  "  We  have  an  advocate  with  the  Fa- 
ther, Jefus  Chrift  the  righteous."  And  therefore  in  your  ap- 
proaches to  the  throne,  beware  of  neglecling  him ;  for  "  he 
hath  made  us  accepted  in  the  beloved  :"  lippen  much  to  his  fkill 
and  his  intercds  in  the  court.     He  has  his  Father'o  ear,  and 
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his  Father's  commifiion  to  make  intercelTion  for  the  tranfgreC^ 
fors.  The  Father  fays  to  him,  **  Afk  of  me,  arid  I  fhall  give 
thee  the  Heathen  for  thine  inheritance,  and  the  uttermod  part* 
of  the  earth  for  thy  pofleffion."  So  that  however  great  your 
fuits  at  a  throne  of  grace  are,  you  have  no  reafon  to  fear,  if 
you  err.ploy  this  glorious  advocate  and  days-man  :  and  in 
doing  fo,  do  not  doubt-  of  fucccfs ;  "  but  aik  in  faith,  nothing 
Avavering :  draw  rear  with  a  true  heart,  in  full  aflurance  of 
faith." 

lothlyy  When  you  have  done  all  this,  you  muft  wait  for 
the  accomplifhment  and  out-making  of  the  promife  in  a  fen- 
fible  way  ;  for  "  he  that  believeth,  does  not  make  haftc.  I  will 
look  unto  U^e  Lord  :  I  will  wait  for  the  God  of  myfalvation  : 
my  God  will  hear  me."  Do  not  limit  the  Lord  to  your  time : 
but  wait  his  time:  "  For  the  Lord  is  a  God  of  judgement^ 
and  he  waits  to  be  gracious  j  and  therefore  bleflcd  are  all  they 
that  wait  for  him.*'  8irs,  if  you  have  but  the  promife  of  a  man, 
or  the  bond  of  a  man,  for  a  fum  of  money,  you.will  wait  ma- 
ny years  before  you  get  payment,  and  yet  you  will  not  doubt 
of  payment  at  the  end,  when  the  time  comes ;  and  will  you 
trull  and  wait  on  men,  and  will  you  not  wait  on  your 
God  continually  ?  O  "  the  Loid  is  good  unto  them  that  wait 
for  him,  to  the  foul  that  fecketh  him.  The  vifion  is  for  an 
appointed  time,  but  at  the  end  it  (hall  fpeak,  and  not  lie :  though 
it  tarry,  wait  tor  it,  becaufe  it  will  fureiy  come,  it  will  not 
tarry."  See  to  this  purpofe,  Heb.  x.  36.  37.  **  Ye  have  need 
of  patience  ;  that  after  ye  have  done  the  will  of  God  ye  might 
receive  the  promife.  For  yet  a  little  while,  and  he  that,  (hall 
come  will  come,  and  will  not  tarry." 

Having  thus  taken  hold  of  God's  covenant,  and  entered 
within  the  rainbow  that  is  about  the  throne,  come  to-morrow 
and  get  the  feal  of  the  covenant,  for  the  confirmation  of  your 
faith,  that  fo  you  m-ty  with  the  greatcfl  freedom  intermeddle 
with  the  goods  contained  in  your  cider  brother's  tellament. 
AUhough  a  man  have  a  good  right  to  an  cllate,  yet  perhaps  he 
may  be  erfe  to  inter me(klle  till  lie  get  infeftmcrit.  Well,  Sirs, 
luiving  taken  hold  of  the  good  charier,  the  covenant  of  grace, 
1  invite  you  to  come  and  get  infcftment  upon  the  cliarter  to- 
morrow at  God's  tai-)le,  where  lie  invites  all  his  friends  to  eat 
and  drink  abuiid.intly  of  the  bread  and  wine  that  he  has  min- 

gkd. 

1  (hall  conclude  the  wivole  of  this  difcourfe,  by  offering  a 
few  marks  whereby  ye  m  y  try  whether  or  no  you  have  really 
got  within  the  bow  of  the  covenant  which  fuvrounds  the 
thrcnc.  It  is  true  indeed  all  the  members  of  the  vifible  church, 
ihey  bear  a  rtl.irion  to  ih';  covenant,   "  to  them  belong  the  a- 
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doption  and  the  covenants,  and  the  promifes ;"  you  are  exter- 
nally in  covenant  by  virtue  of  baptifm,  you  are  profefledly  co- 
venanted people.  But  the  queftion  is,  Are  you  really  within 
the  covenant  ?  have  you  by  faith  entered  within  the  rainbow 
that  furroundeth  the  throne  ?  The  marks  that  I  offer  (hail  be 
principally  founded  upon  the  context  in  this  chapter. 

1.  then,  The  Spirit  of  the  great  Covenant- head  that  (its  up- 
on the  throne  has  entered  into  you,  if  you  have  entered  withia 
the  bow  of  this  covenant,  or  feen  the  glory  of  him  that  fits  on 
the  throne.  We  find  here  John  was  fir  ft  in  the  fpirity  and 
then  he  faw  the  throne  and  th^  rainbow,  and  him'  that  fat  on 
it.  O  Sirs,  I  am  perfuaded  that  there  was  never  one  brought 
within  the  bow  of  God's  covenant,  but  will  be  ready  to  own 
that  it  was  he  thatbroujjht  them.  "  1  will  caufe  them  topafs 
under  the  rod,  and  I  will  bring  them  into  the  bond  of  the  co- 
venant." The  apoftle  Paul  tells  us,  Phil.  iii.  12.  that  he  was 
apprehended  of  Chrift  Jefus,  before  ever  he  apprehended  him: 
fo  will  it  be  with  you,  if  you  be  brought  within  the  rainbow 
of  God's  covenant. 

2.  You  will  be  much  in  admiring  the  throne,  and  the  glory 
of  him  that  fits  on  it,  who  is  here  compared  te  a  jafper  and 

far  dine  Jioue,  I  told  you  in  the  explication  of  the  words,  that 
this  is  Chrift.  O  have  you  feen  the  glory  of  an  exalted  Chrift  ? 
**  All  we  with  open  face,  beholding  as  in  a  glafs  the  glory  of  the 
Lord,  are  changed  into  the  fame  image."  If  you  have  "  feen 
his  glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father,"  you 
will  be  ready  to  fay,  "  He  is  indeed  white  and  ruddy,  fairer 
than  the  children  of  men."  ^     1 

3.  If  fo,  then  you  will  take  great  pleafure  in  beholding  the 
rainbow  that  is  about  the  throne,  and  rejoice  in  it  as  your  fs- 
curity  againft  the  deluge  of  wrath,  faying,  with  David,  •'  This 
is  all  my  falvation,  that  he  has  made  with  me  an  everlafting 
covenant,  ordered  in  all  things  andfure  :"you  will  be  delight- 
ed to  think  on  the  freedom  of  the  covenant,  the  order  of  the 
covenant,  the  furentfs  of  the  covenant ;  and  its  emerald  co- 
lour, its  perpetual  greennefs  without  any  variationi 

4.  When  you  look  to  the  rainbow  of  the  covenant,  it  will 
fill  you  with  expecSlation  of  good  when  you  go  to  the  throne  in 
prayer.  The  natural  rainbow,  as  I  faid,  is  the  forerunner  of 
a  fliower  to  the  fhirity  earth  *,  people  expet^t  it  when  rhcy  fee 
the  bow  in  the  clouds  :  fo  when  you  fee  the  bow  of  the  cove- 
nant, it  will  give  you  good  hopes  of  a  fiiower  of  the  Spirit's 
influences,  and  that  he  will  conjc  to  you  ^'  as  the  rain,  as  the 
latter  and  former  rain  unto  the  earcli."  And  truly.  Sin ,  one 
ercat  rcafon  why  there  arefo  many  hopelef&  prayers  among  u^ 
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is  becaufe  we  do  not  fet  the  eye  of  faith  on  the  rainbow  of  the 
covenant. 

5.  If  ever  you  was  brought  within  the  rainbow  of^he  covc- 
nant)  you  have  been  ftripped  of  your  own  filthy  rags,  and 
clothed  with  the  white  raiment  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Son 
of  God  ;  for  they  that  are  about  the  throne  here  are  faid  to  be 
**  clothed  in  white  raiment,"  vcr-  4.  So  then,  I  alk.  Have 
you  been  made  to  (^e  all  your  own  righteoufnefs  to  be  *'  as 
filthy  rags,  as  a  menftruous  cloth,  as  lofs  and  dung,  that  you 
might  be  found  in  Chrift,  not  having  your  own  righteouf- 
nefs^ which  is  of  the  law,  but  that  which  is  through  the  faith 
of  Chrift  ?*'  Is  the  langurige  of  thy  heart,  "  Surely  in  the  Lord 
have  I  righteoufnefs:  in  him  will  I  be  judified^  and  in  him  a- 
/one  will  I  glory." 

6.  If  you  have  been  wii^hin  the  rainbow,  brought  within 
the  bow  of  the  covenant,  you  have  had  your  heart  and  eyes  en- 
lightened, and  warmed  with  the  feven  lamps  of  fire  before  the 
throne,  which  are  explained  to  be  the  Spirit  with  his  various 
influences,  ver.  5.  Thefe  are  compared  to  lamps,  becaufe  of 
their  enlightening  efficacy  ;  tluA  lamps  offire^  becaufe  of  their 
fanftifying,  purifying,  warming  efficacy,  on  the  foul.  Now, 
try  yourfelves  by  this  ;  if  you  be  brought  within  the  bow  of 
the  covenant  that  is  about  the  throne,  the  Spirit  has  been  in 
you  a  Spirit  of  wifdom  and  revelation,  difcovering  the  things 
of  God  to  you  in  a  divine  luftre  ;  and,  like  fire,  they  have  pu- 
rified you  in  fome  meafure  from  the  drofs  of  fin,  and  made 
your  heart  to  burn  within  you,  like  the  difciples  going  to  Em- 
maus ;  and,  like  a  lamp,  they  ferve  to  diredl  you  in  the  way  of 
truth  and  holinefs  •,  the  voice  of  the  Spirit  is,  "  This  is  the  way, 
walk  ye  in  it." 

7.  If  you  be  brought  within  the  rainbow  of  the  covenant^ 
you  will  be  frequently  bathing  your  polluted  fouls  in  the  fea 
of  glafs,  that  is  before  the  throne,  fpoken  of  in  the  6th  verfc. 
Interprcttrs  think  that  there  is  an  all.ufion  here  to  the  large 
vefleis  in  the  ttmple  and  tabernacle,  in  which  the  prieiis 
uleti  to  walh  themfelves  before  they  offered  faciifices,  called 
ti  fen  of  glajs^  becaufe  of  the  tranfparent  purity  of  him  whofe 
blood  it  was.  'Ihey  that  are  come  to  Jefus  by  faith,  the 
Mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  they  are  alfo  come  to  the 
blood  of  fprinkling,  in  order  to  the  cleanfingof  their  fouls  from 
/in  and  from  uncleannefs.  You  will  fee  a  continual  need  of  this 
blood  to  purify  your  perfons  and  actions  from  every  thing  that 
defiles: 

8..  If  brought  within  the  rainbow  of  the  covenant,  you  will 

be  much  taken  up  in  celebrating  thepraifcs  of  God's  holinefs, 

and  adorirjg  biin  upon  this  account  j  they  that  are  about  the 
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tTironf ,  vefr.  8.  they  cry,  "Holy,  holy,  holy,  Lord  God  almigh- 
ty, which  was,  and  is,  and  is  to  come."  Now,  try  your- 
felves  by  this.  Cun  you  love  God,  adbre,  and  celebrate  his 
praifes,  becaufe  of  his  unfpotted  holinefs  and  purity,  which 
cannot  behold  iniquity  without  abhorrence?  This  I  take 
to  b'c  one  of  the  fwecteft  and  fureft  marks  of  a  true  be- 
lieyer  and  faint,  which  does  diftinguifli  him  from  all  hypo- 
crites in  the  workl.  A  hypocrite  may  come  the  length  to 
Fore  and  adore  the  divine  Majefty,  becaufe  of  his  greatncfs, 
becaufe  of  his  goodncfs,  becaufe  of  his  mercy  ;  but  I  do 
rtot  think  that  they  can  love  and  praife  him,  becaufe  of  his 
holinefs,  and  hatred  of  fin.  No,  this  arejues  a  feraphic  and 
angelic  fpirit,  for  the  angels  cover  their  faces,  crying,  *'  Ho- 
ly, holy,  holy  is  the  Lord  of  hods,"  If.  vi.  Now,  is  this 
the  difpofitioh  of  thy  foul  ?  Can  thou  fay  with  Dayid,  Pfal. 
XXX.  4.  "  Sing  unto  the  Lord,  O  ye  faints  of  hiji,  and  give 
thanks  at  the  remembrance  of  his  holinefs  ?"  and  ff.  xii.  at  the 
clofe,  "  Shout,  O  daughter  of  Zion  :  for  great  is  the.  holy  One 
of  Ifrael  in  the  midft  of  thee  ?" 

9.  You  will  equally  adore,  worfliip,  and  admire  all  the 
three  perforis  of  the  ever-blefled  Trinity  as  one  God.  So  do 
they  that  are  about  the  throne  :  they  cry  Holy  Father,  ho- 
ly Son,  and  holy  Spirit ;  and  thefe  are  but  one  Lord  God 
almighty,  which  was,  and  is,  and  is  to  come.  Faith  takes 
up  God  according  to  the  revelation  that  he  has  made  of 
hirhfelf,  corifidered  perfonally  or  eflentially,  and  it  cannot 
endure  any  thing  that  derogates  from  the  glory  of  any  of 
the  blefled  three  in  one  and  one  in  three.  You  that  are 
not  flriken  with  horror  at  the  blafphcmy  that  is  uttered 
againft  the  Son  of  God  this  day  in  our  church,  as  if  lie 
weife  only  a  fubordinate  deity,  inferior  to  the  Father,  you 
were  never  yet  within  the  compafs  of  the  rainbow  that  goe:j 
about  the  throne  on  which  he  fits  ;  for  they  that  have  been 
there,  they  have  feen  him  to  be  the  fame  in  fubftancc, 
equal  in  power  and  glory  with  his  eternal  Father,  to  be  the 
Lord  God  almighty,  as  well  as  the  Father,  rXxt  bright nefs  of 
his  glory,  and  exprcfs  image  of  his  perlbn.  And  the  con- 
cerns of  his  glory  will  go  nearer  your  heart  than  any  private 
concerns  of  your  own,  though  your  honour  were  laid  in  the 
'dull. 

10.  Lajlly^  If  ever  you  have  been  within  the  rainbow  of  t!ie 
covenant  that  furroundeth  the  throne,  then  I  am  fure  you  will 
he  very  concerned  to  have  the  crown  pulled  off  the  head  of 
felf,  and  fct  upon  the  head  of  him  that  i.ts  upon  the  throne  of 
grace ;  ver*  10.  11.  they  that  are  about  the  throne,  they  **  cait 
their  crowns  before  the  throne,  faying,  Thou  art  wcrthy,  ( / 
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Lord,  to  receive  glory,  and  honour,  and  power."  O  Sirs,  i£ 
ever  you  were  brought  within  the  rainbow  of  the  covenant  of 
grace;  you  will  hot  facrifice  to  your  own  net,  or  burn  incenfe 
to  your  6wn  drag,  you  will  not  attribute  any  or  the  Icaft  part 
of  your  falvation  to  yourfelves,  to  your  own  holinefs,  goodnefsji 
diligence,  frame,  or  any  thing  elfc ;  no,  no,  you  will  tread  eve- 
ry thing  under  your  feet,  that  dares  to  ufurp  the  room  of 
Chrift,  and  be  ready  to  fay,  "  Not  unto  us,  O  Lord,  not  unto 
us,  but  unto  thy  name  be  the  glory."  O  he  is  the  Lord 
my  righteoufnefs,  he  is  the  glory  of  ray  ftrength,  in  his  righ- 
tcoufnefs  will  I  be  exalted,  and  I  refolve  to  (land  an  eternal 
debtor  to  grace,  grace  reigning  through  imputed  righteoufnefs 
-unto  eternal  life,  by  Jefus  Chrift  my  Lord.  Worthy,  worthy 
is  he  to  wear  the  crown,  to  fit  on  the  throne,  and  to  fway  the 
fceptrc  for  ever.  O  let  King  Jefus  arife,  and  let  his  enemies 
be  fcattered^  and  flee  before  him. 


THE  TREE  OF  LIFE  SHAKING  HIS  FRUITS  AND  LEAVES 
AMONG  THE  NATIONS. 

THREE    SERMONS 

PREACfTED  AT  THE  CELEBRATION  OF  THE  SACRAMENT  OF 
THE  lord's  supper,  AT  DUNFERMLINE,  JULY  I  ?•  I3» 
14.    1729. 

Rev.  xxii.  2. — In  the  midjl  of  thejireei  of  it^  and  of  either  fidt 

of  the  river y  ivas  there  the  tree  oflife^  which  bare  twelve  man^. 
ner  of  fruits  ^  and  yielded  her  fruit  every  month  :■  and  tb^  leaves 
of  the  tree  were  for  the  healing  of  the  nations, 

THE  FIRST  SERMON  ON  THIS  TEXT* 

IHad  occaGon  to  difcourfe  the  vcrfe  immediately  prcceding,^ 
at  a  fo!fninity  in  the  neighbourhood,  about  a  year  ago; 
Tit  whicli  time  1  endeavoured  to  make  it  evident,  that  this  vi- 
iion  of  tie  apoftlc  John  has  an  immediate  refpeft  unto  the 
chur-h  r.iilitant,  whatever  further  accomplifhment  it  may  have 
in  th^  church  triumphant  in  glory.  By  the  "  pure  river  of 
wurji  2I  life,  cle^ir  as  chryftal,  proceeding  out  of  the  throne  of^ 
God,  and  of  the  Lamb»"  we  are  to  underlland  that  great  abun- 
dance of  grace,  that  ilTues  forth  in  a  gofpel  difpcnfation  tor 
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^atds  pCTiftiing  finncts,  from  a  God  of  grace  reconciling  the 
World  to  himfelf  in  Chrifty  as  is  clear  to  any  v^ho  ihall  com* 
Jpare  the  i  ft  and  17th  verfe  of  this  chapter  together,  they  having 
a  clofe  and  infeparable  conne£lion.  In  the  i  ft  verfe,  the  river 
of  water  of  life  iflues  forth ;  and  in  the  17th  verfe,  there  is  aa 
univcrfal  call  and  invitation  given  to  all  periftiiijg  finners  to 
come  and  drink  of  it,  "  Whofoever  will,  let  him  come,  and 
drink  of  the  water  of  life  freely."  Now,  if  the  invitation, 
ver.  17.  be  to  the  church  militant,  to  come  and  drink  of  the 
water  of  life,  as  no  doubt  it  is,  then  furely  that  river  of  wa- 
ter of  life,  of  which  they  are  called  to  drink,  muft  flow  in  the 
church  militant  alfo. 

This  being  cftabliflied,  it  moft  needs  follow,  that  the  words 
I  have  now  read  in  the  2d  verfe,  muft  have  a  refpe£l  unto 
the  church  militant  alfo,  efpecially  if  we  coniider  the  laft 
claufe  of  the  verfe,  where  the  leaves  of  the  tree  are  faid  to  be 
for  the  healing  of  the  nations.  Now,  in  heaven  there  are  not 
nations  in  the  plural  number,  but  only  one  heavenly  nation  of 
the  firft-born,  and  that  nation  doth  not  need  any  healing ;  the 
inhabitants  of  that  land  of  glory  do  not  fay  we  are  fick,  being 
prefcnted  without  fpot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  fuch  thing :  and 
therefore  it  muft  be  for  the  healing  of  the  difeafcd  nations  o£ 
this  lower  world  that  this  tree  of  life  is  defigncd. 

Now,  this  premifed,  I  take  up  the  words  as  a  metapho-* 
rical  dcfcription  of  Chrift,  the  Saviour  of  loft  (inncrs,  un- 
der the  notion  of  a  tree.  Where  notice,  (i.)  The  nature 
of  this  tree  ;  he  is  the  tree  of  life.  (2.)  The  commodious  fuua- 
tion  of  the  tree  for  the  conveniency  of  the  city  of  God,  the 
vifible  church  upon  earth ;  this  tree  of  life  is  in  the  midft  of 
theftreet  ofit^  and  of  either  ftde  of  the  river,  (3.)  The  fertility 
of  this  tree  of  life  \  it  bears  twelve  manner  of  fruits  ^  and  yields 
fruit  every  month.  (4.)  1  he  medicinal  quality  of  the  tree  ; 
the  very  leaves  of  it  are  for  the  healing  of  the  nations.  The 
explication  of  thefe  particulars  I  refer  till  I  come  to  the  pro- 
fecution  of  the  foUowmg  doctrine,  which  1  obfcrve  from 
them. 

DocT.  "  That  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is  a  fertile  and  medici- 
nal tree,  planted  by  his  Father  in  the  city  of  the  New-Tef- 
tament  church,  for  the  benefit  of  the  ftarving  and  difeafed 
nations  of  the  earth."  The  foundation  of  the  dodrine  is  ob- 
vious, from  the  general  view  that  1  have  already  given  you 
of  the  words,  In  the  midjl  of  the  fireet  ofity  viz.  of  the  new 
Jcruialem,  that  comes  down  out  of  heaven,  which  is  the 
Ncw-Teff  amtnt  church,  and  m  each  ftde  of  the  river  was  there 
thets'eeofl/fe,  8c q. 

Now, 
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Now,  in  profecuting  this  doflrinc,  I  ihall  juft  obfcrvc  die 
order  already  pointed  at  in  the  divifion  of  the  words ;  and, 
through  divine  afTiftance,  I  fliall, 

I.  Speak  a  little  of  this  tree  of  life. 

II.  Speak  of  the  fituation  of  this  tree  in  *thc  city  of  God ; 
it  is  faid  to  be  in  the  midji  of  the  ftreety  and  on  each  jide  of  the 
river, 

III.  Of  the  fertility  of  this  tree  ;  it  hears  twelve  manner  of 
fruits^  and  yields  fruit  every  month* 

IV.  Of  the  medicinal  quality  of  the  tree,  and  how  its  leaves 
are  for  the  healing  of  the  nations. 

V.  Apply  the  whole ;  or,  if  time  do  not  allow,  apply  each 
of  the  particulars  as  I  go  along  them. 

I.  The  frjl  thing  is,  Xo/peai  a  little  of  Chrijly  under  the  notion 
of  the  tree  of  life.  And  here  1  (hall,  i.  Offer  fome  remarks 
concerning  this  blcfled  tree-  2.  Shew  why  it  is  called  the 
tree  of  life.  3,  What  that  life  is  that  fprings  out  of  this  tree. 
4.  The  excellent  qualities  of  that  life  that  comes  from  this  tree 
to  thefe  who  by  faith  eat  of  his  fruit. 

Firfl^  I  would  offer  fome  geacral  remarks  concerning  this 
bleffed  tree  here  fpoken  of. 

1 .  then,  I  remark,  that  fuch  metaphorical  defcriptions  of 
Chrift  are  very  common  and  familiar  to  the  Spirit  of  God  in 
fcripture.  Sometimes  he  is  called  a  plants  and  a  plant  of  rr- 
nown^  by  the  prophet  Ezekicl,  chap,  xxxiv.  29.  Sometimes  he 
is  (galled  "  a  rod,  and  a  branch  fpringing  out  of  the  root  of 
Jcflc,'*  If.  xi.  I.  Sometimes  *'  a  root  fpringing  out  of  a  dry 
ground,"  If.  liii.  2.  Sometimes  a  tree^  Hof.  xiv.  S.  *^  I  am 
like  a  green  fir-tree,  from  me  is  thy  fruit  found."  Sometimes 
under  the  notion  of  an  apple-tree.  Cant.  ii.  3.  *'  As  the  apple- 
rree  among  the  trees  of  the  wood,  fo  is  my  beloved  anting  the 
fons."  So  here,  in  my  text,  he  is  lield  out  under  the  notion 
of  a  treey  and  the  tree  of  life.  Our  bleffed  Lord,  while  here 
upon  earth,  was  a  parabolical  kind  of  preacher,  that  is  to  fay, 
he  reprcfentcd  heavenly  things  by  familiar  fimilitudes ;  and  he 
continues  the  fame  ftrain  of  teaching,  even  after  he  is  exalted 
unto  glory  ;  he  is  fo  fond  to  make  himfelf  known  to  the  chil- 
dren of  men,  that  he  is  content  to  compare  hirnfelf  unto  any 
thing  that  may  convey  the  knowledge  of  himfelf  and  of  his 
grace  unto  us. 

2.  I  would  have  you  to  remark,  that  Chrift  is  a  tree  of  his 
Father's  planting:  John.  xv.  i.  *<  1  am  the  true  vine,  and  my 
Father  is  the  hulbundn)an."  Now,  when  1  fpeak  of  ChriR's 
bei:ig  j::::iued,  it  is  only  to  be  Xindtrftccd  of  him,  as  to  his 
oflkc,  i;i:Ir.:itar.uclj  Cod-nian  or  Mediator  ;  for  conCdcr-cd  as 
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to  his  divine  nature,  he  is  the  fame  independent  fclf-exiftent 
God  with  the  Father :  bijt,  1  fay,  viewing  him  as  Mediator, 
be  is  planted  by  his  Father,  as  the  great  hufbandman.  He 
planted  him  in  his  eternal  decree,  before  ever  he  planted  the 
heavens,  or  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth,  Prov.  viii.  He 
planted  him  in  his  incarnation,  by  an  afiual  manifeftation  in 
the  flcfh,  '*  A  body  (fpeaking  of  his  incarnation)  haft  thou 
prepared  me ;''  he  made  him  **  of  a  woman,  and  of  the  feed  of 
Abraham,  according  to  the  flefti."  He  plants  him  dcclarativc- 
ly  or  doftrinally  in  the  vifible  church,  *'  I  have  placed  falva- 
tioii'  in  Zion  for  Ifrael  my  glory/*  He  plants  him  fpititually 
in  the  hearts  of  all  the  ele£l  in  a  day  of  power ;  at  which  time 
Chrift  is  formed  and  revealed  in  us,  and  nve  c/eated  in  Chrijl 
Jejus. 

3.  This  tree  of  life,  in  his  firft  planting  and  budding,  he  is 
fmall,  but  his  latter  end  doth  greatly  increafe.  How  fmall 
was  his  firft  appearance,  in  that  promife,  "  The  feed  df  the 
woman  ftiall  bruife  the  head  of  the  ferpent  ?"  no  more  but  a 
bare  hint  of  his  incarnation,  and  fufFerings,  in  the  threatening 
denounced  againft  the  ferpent.  How  fmall  and  inconfider- 
able  was  he  in  the  eyes  of  a  blinded  world,  when  he  firft 
fprang  up,  in  his  aftual  incarnation,  like  **  a  root  fprihging  out 
of  a  dry  ground,"  without  any  form  or  comelinefs  ?  "  He 
came  unto  his  own,  and  his  own  received  him  not,"  John  i. 
1 1.  And  when  he  firft  begins  to  fpring  up  in  a  land  by  a 
gofpel-difpenfation,  men  make  fo  little  account  of  him,  that 
they  reckon  his  gofpel  fool'iibnefs  and  vain  hahhling.  And  when 
he  firft  fprouts  up  in  a  heart  and  foul,  in  a  day  of  power,  his 
grace,  his  kingdom,  is  but  like  *'  a  grain  of  muftardftcd,"  • 
which  can  fcarce  be  dlfcerned.  But,  I  fay,  although  his  be- 
ginnings are  fmall,  yet  his  latter  end  doih  greatly  increafe. 
The  preaching  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  by  the  apoftles,  was  at 
firft  like  the  fcattering  of  a  handful  of  corn  on  the  tops  of  the 
mountains  ;  but  the  fruit  thereof  did  (hake  like  Lebanon,  and 
his  fpiritual  feed  and  progeny  **  fhall  flourifti  like  the  grafs,'*  or 
be  innumerable  like  the  piles  of  grafs,  or  the  *' drops  of  dew 
from  the  womb  of  the  morning."  And  however  fmall  his 
firft  bloflbmings  in  the  heart  be,  yet  they,  in  whom  he  is  form- 
ed by  the  Spirit,  "  ftiall  flourilli  like  the  palm-tree,  and  grow 
like  the  cedars  in  Lebanon." 

4.  Notice  that  this  tree  of  life,  after  he  had  flourlftied  a 
while  in  this  lower  world,  was  cut  down  by  the  fword  of  di- 
vine wrath  ai.d  juftice  :  If.  liii.  8. — **  He  was  cut  off  out  of 
the  land  of  the  living:  for  the  tranfgrefrion  of  my  people  was 
he  ftricken.*'  The  Jev/s  and  Romans  were  but  like  the  axe 
in  the  hand  of  God  for  hewinc:  down  the  tree  of  life ;  for  ihev 
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did  nothing  in  killing  the  Prince  of  life,  but  what  his  hand 
and  his  counfel  had  before  determined  to  be  done,.  And  Oh, 
many  a  hack,  many  a  heavy  ftroke  and  blow  did  this  tree  o( 
life  endure,  before  he  fell  down  to  the  ground ;  "  he  was 
wounded  for  our  tranfgreffions,  he  was  bruifed  for  our  iniqui- 
ties :  the  chaftifement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him.**  O  what 
a  tremendous  ftroke  did  juftice  rrach  unto  the  tree  of  life, 
when  he  cried,  "  Awake,  O  fwOrd,  againft  the  man  that  is 
my  ftllow  !*'  The  very  earth  trembled,  and  the  rocks  were 
rent^  with  the  weight  of  the  ftroke  that  was  laid  upon  him 
for  our  fins. 

5.  Although  this  tree  of  life  was  cut  down  unto  death 
by  the  hand  of  juftice,  yet  death  could  not  long  keep  his  do- 
minion over  the  tree  of  life ;  it  was  not  poflible  that  the  bands 
of  death,  or  the  bars  ©f  the  grave  could  detain  him.  No, 
no ;  three  days  after  he  was  hewed  down,  this  tree  did  fpring 
up  more  tall  and  glorious  than  ever.  He  was  indeed  cut  off 
out  of  the  land  of  the  living,  and  delivered  unto  death  for  our 
offences,  but  he  rofe  again  for  our  juftification,  and  was  "  de- 
clared to  be  the  Son  of  God  with  power,  according  to  the 
fpirit  of  holinefs,  by  his  refurre6lion  from  the  dead.'*  Gur 
hope  of  the  inheritance  did  fpring  up  with  this  tree  of  lifcj 
when  he  fprang  up  again  out  of  the  grave :  i ,  Pet.  i,  3.  4. 
«<  BlefTcd  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
which  according  to  his  abundant  mercy,  hath  begotten  us 
again  unto  a  lively  hope,  by  the  refurrediion  of  Jefus  Chrift . 
from  the  dead,  to  an  inheritance  incorruptible,"  &c.  Our 
hope  and  ftrength  had  for  ever  periftied,  if  this  tree  of  life  had 
periihed  in  death. 

6.  1  remark  concerning  this  tree  of  life,  that  he  doth  now 
in  his  exalted  ftate  overtop  and  excel  all  the  trees  of  the 
wood  ;  having  drunk  of  the  brook  in  the  way,  he  hath  now 
lifted  up  his  head  :  hence  is  that  commendation  of  the  fpoufe. 
Cant.  ii.  3.  "  As  the  apple-tree  among  the  trees  of  the  wood, 
fo  is  my,  beloved  among  the  fons ;"  he  infinitely  excels  them 
all,  he  is  fairer,  infinitely  fairer  **  than  the  children  of  men ;" 

ea,  he  overtops  and  excels  all  the  angels  in  heaven,  **  he  has 
y  inheritance  obtained  a  more  excellent  name  than  they ;  he 
is  far  exalted  above  all  principality,  and  power,  and  might, 
and  dominion,  and  every  name  that  can  be  named,  whether 
in  this  world^  or  that  which  is  to  come." 

7.  I  remark,  ih:.t  this  tree  of  life,  though  he  be  now  exalt- 
ed far  above  the  heavens,  yet  his  branches  bow  and  bend  down 
to  the  earth  in  the  difpenlation  of  the  word  ;  fo  that  we  need 
n  ot  climb  or  fcale  heaven  to  bring  him  down  from  above  : 
*"  The  word  is  nigh  ihce,  even  in  thy  mouth,  and  in  thy  heart, 
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even  the  word  of  faith,  which  we  preach.''  Wherever  the 
gofpel  is  preached,  wherever  the  table  of  the  Lord  is  covered^ 
there  the  loaded  branches  of  the  tree  of  life  are  as  it  were  bow- 
ed down  to  your  very  hand,  fo  as  you  may  fit  down  under 
his  (hadow  by  faith,  and  talle  of  his  excellent  fruit.  But 
this  will  fall  in  to  be  fpoken  of  on  the  fecond  branch  of 
the  do&rine.  So  much  for  the  general  remarks  anent  this 
tree. 

Secondly^  I  come  to  (hew  why  he  is  called,  in  a  way  of 
cminency,  the  tree  of  life.  In  general  then,  1  conceive,  he  is 
called  the  tree  of  life^  with  allufion  to  the  tree,  called  by  that 
name,  that  grew  in  the  earthly  Paradife,  which  it  is  thought 
by  divines  was  the  fecrament  of  the  covenant  of  works,  which, 
if  Adam  had  eaten  of,  after  his  continuance  in  his  integrity 
for  fomc  tirae^  he  would  have  been  thereby  confirmed  and 
cftablilhed  in  n  (late  of  perfect  holinefs  and  happinefK.  And 
on  this  account  this  tree,  in  the  midft  of  the  earthly  Paradife, 
is  made  ufe  of  here  as  a  type  or  (hadow  of  Chrilt,  of  whom  if 
a  man  once  eat,  or  partake  by  a  true  faith,  he  is  fecured  for 
ever  againft  the  curie,  delivered  from  condemnation,  and  hath 
an  everlafting  name  in  the  family  of  heaven,  which  (liall 
never  be  cut  off.  But,  more  particularly,  Chrill  is  called  the 
tree  of  life y 

1.  Bccaufe  he  is  the  original  and  fountain  caufc  of  our  life 
\)Otb  fpiritual  and  eternal.  Thy  foul,  believer,  had  never 
fetched  one  fpiritual  breathing  after  God,  had  not  Chrift 
breathed  the  breath  of  life  in  thee :  it  is  "  the  fpirit  of  life, 
which  is  in  Chriil  Jefus,"  entering  into  the  dead  foul  by  means 
of  the  word  read  or  preached,  that  "  makes  us  free  from  the 
law  of  fin  and  death." 

2.  He  is  the  material  caufe  of  our  life.  It  is  the  very  life 
of  JeCus  that  is  in  the  foul  of  the  believer :  Gal.  ii.  20.  **  I  live,** 
fays  Paul  \  "  yet  not  I,  but  Chrill  liveth  in  me.'*  Chriil  formed- 
in  the  heart,  by  the  power  of  the  eternal  Spirit,  is  the  very 
internal  principle  of  the  believer's  life  ;  for  Chrill  is  in  them, 
and  they  are  in  him  :  fo  that  as  it  is  the  life  of  the  head  that 
is  in  all  the  members,  fo  it  is  the  life  of  Jefus  that  is  in  all  be-* 
lievers, 

3.  He  is  called  the  tree  of  life  ^  bccaufe  he  is  the  purchafer  of 
our  life ;  and  fo  he  is  the  meritorious  caufe  of  life.  It  was  by. 
the  death,  or  down-hewing  of  Ihe  tree  of  life,  that  life  is  bought 
for  a  loft  world  \  hence  his  death  is  called  q  ranfom^  and  eter- 
nal life  is  called  a  purchafed  inheritance. 

4.  He  is  the  preferving  caute  of  our  life  •,  he  maintains 
and  holds  cur  funis  in  life^  by  continual  fupplics  and  com« 
muuications.     When  the  foul  is  in  a  lauguifning  condition. 
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he  rejlores  it,  as  David  fpeaks,  Pfal.  xxiii.  3.  He  "  ftrength* 
ens  the  things  which  remain,  that  are  ready  to  die."  When/ 
the  foul  is  juft  like  the  withered  corn,  when  the  rain  of  hea- 
ven is  with-held,  he  is  as  the  dew  to  it ;  he  comes  do'tvn  as  the 
rairiy  and  the^rcupon  they  revive  as  the  corn^  arid  grow  as  the 
vine. 

5.  He  is  the  final  caufe  of  our  life.  As  he  is  the  origi- 
nal, fo  he  is  the  end  of  our  life  :  "  For  none  of  us  liveth  to 
himfelf,  and  no  man  dieth  to  himfelf.  For  v^hether  vi^c  live, 
we  live  unto  the  Lord ;  and  whether  we  die,  we  die  unto  the 
Lord  :  whether  we  live  therefore  01*  die,  we  are  the  LordV* 
Rom.  xiv.  7.  8. 

Thirdly,  I  come  to  tell  you  what  fort  of  liftf  fprings  out  of 
this  tree  of  Irfe.  Anfw.  Th^re  is  a  fourfold  life  to  be  found 
in  Chrift,  the  blefled  tree  of  life. 

I.  There  is  a  life  of  j •vilification,  in  oppofition  to  legal  dleath. 
Every  man  by  nature  he  is  dead  in  the  eye  of  the  la*w  v  juit 
like  a  malefactor  under  fentence  of  death ;  though  he  be  not 
a6tually  execute,  yet  we  reckon  him  a  dead  mati,  becaafe  he 
is  dead  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  the  judge  having  paiTed  fentence 
againft  him,  and  the  day  of  his  execution  apptbachin^  This^ 
is  it  which  every  finner  who  is  6ut  of  Chrill  is  under  ;  he  is 
under  the  law  as  a  covenant,  and  therefore  a  dead  man  in- 
law, the  law  hath  already  condemned  him,  for  the  la\fr  fays 
to  every  finner,  **  Thefoul  that  finnefh  fliall  die."  Now,  fo 
foon  as  ever  the  poor  finner  corned  under  the  (hadow  of- 
the  tree  of  life,  or  by  faith  taftes^of  the  fruit  of  tliistrcc,  this 
fentence  of  the  law  is  repealed  and  cancelled,  by  virtue  of  the 
imputation  of  the  everlailing  righteoufnefs  ©f  the  Son  of  God 
as  our  Surety  ;  fo  that  the  man  begins  to  live  even  before  God 
as  the  righteous  Judge  and  Lawgiver,  he  being  vcfled  with 
that  rijghteoufnefs,  >vhcreby  the  law  1%  magnified  and  madiif 
honourable.  God  allows  the  poor  foul  to  count  and  reckon 
upon  this,  Rom.  vi.  11.  "  As  Chrift  died  and  rofe  again  ;  fo 
likewife  reckon  ye  yourfelves  to  be  dead  indeed  unto^fin  ;  but 
alive  unto  God  through  Jefus  Chrift."  The  believer,  by  vir- 
tue of  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  is  fo  much  alive  unto' God, 
that  he  dare  fay  with  the  apoftle,  "  Who  fiidl  lay  any  thing  to 
the  charge  of  God's  eled  ?  It  is  God  that  juftifieth  :  who  is  he 
that  condemneth  ?"  &c. 

2.  In  Chrift  the  blefled  tree  of  life  there  is  to  be  found  a 
life  of  fanftification  or  of  hclinefs.  This  is  the  friuit  and 
confequent  of  the  former.  A  legal  death  inevitably  brings 
on  a  fpiritual  death  under  the  power  of  fin,  for,  "  theftreijigth 
6f  fin  is  the  law."  The  law  flays  us  and  puts  out  our  (pi- 
ritual  life,  becaufe  of  the  violation  of  it.  And,  on  the  other 
2  hand, 
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handy  a  life  of  juflification,  it  inevitably  brings  with  it  a  life 
of  fanjlification  or  hotinefs,  which  lies  in  the  foul's  freedom 
from  the  dominion  and  filth  of  fin  :  fo  that  the  man  now . 
having  an  inward  principle  of  life,  he  begins  to  yield  obe- 
dience to  the  law,  not  as  a  covenant,  feeking  life  by  it,  but  as 
a  rule  of  obedience,  that  he  may  "  fhew  forth  the  praifcs  of 
him  who  hath  called  him  out  of  darknefs  into  his  marvellons 
light.'*  And  this  life  of  fandification  he  has  from  Chrift  the 
tree  of  life  ;  '*  I  am  like  a  green  fir-tree  (fays  he),  from  me 
is  thy  fruit  found.  Abide  tn  me,  and  I  in  you  \  fo  (hall  ye  bring 
forth  much  fruit-**  All  the  fruits  of  rightcoufnefs  and  holi- 
ncfs  are  by  Jefus  Chrift. 

3.  By  this  tree  o£  life  we  live  a  life  of  confolation  or  com- 
fort, for  he  is  **  the  confolation  of  Ifrael :  With  joy  (hall  ye 
draw  water  out  of  the  wells  of  falvation."  The  fpoufe  "  fat 
down  under  his  (hadow  with  great  delight,  and  his  fruit  was 
fweet  to  her  tafte.*'  By  eating  the  fruit  of  this  tree,  David  de» 
clares  his  foul  was  **  fatisfied  as  with  marrow  and  fatnefs;'* 
fo  that  he  blcffed  God  with  joyful  lips.  Whenever  the  poor 
foul  taftes  of  the  fruit  of  this  tree,  an  air  of  heavenly  joy  ap» 
pears  in  the  countenance ;  the  man  lays  afide  his  fackcloth,  and 
girds  himfclf  with  gladnefs,  and  is  filled  with  a  **  joy  unfpeak- 
able  and  full  of  glory/*  This  life  of  confolation  is  jufl  up  or 
down^  according  to  the  fruit  or  lively  exercife  of  faith,  or  ac- 
cording to  the  coming  or  going  of  the  Lord  ;  whenever  Chrift 
fippearSj  the  foul  revives  and  laughs  like  the  fields  after  a  plea- 
fant  ihower  and  warm  blink, 

4.  There  is  a  life  of  glory  grows  out  of  the  tree  of  life;  for 
•*  this  is  the  record  that  God  hath  given  to  us  eternal  life:  and. 
this  life  is  in  his  Son.  And  he  that  hath  the  Son  hath  life;  and 
he  that  believeth  in  the  Son  of  God,  hath  everlafting  life ;"  he 
hath  the  arles,  and  the  fecurity  of  it  here,  and  he  (hall  have  the 
full  pofiefEon  of  it  in  heaven  fpr  ever  hereafter.  Thus  you  fee 
what  life  fprings  out  of  the  tree  of  life. 

Fourthly^  I  (hall  only  add  a  few  properties  or  qualities  of  this 
life  that  fprings  out  of  the  tree  of  life. 

I.  Then,  it  is  a  divine  life,  it  is  the  life  of  God  in  the  foul. 
A  good  man  is  called  a  g<idly  man,  and  a  wicked  man  is  called 
godiefs:  why,  what  think  you  is  the  reafon  of  thefe  oppo- 
fitc  denominations  ?  The  reafon  of  them  is,  becaufe  the  god- 
ly man  has  fomething  of  the  life  of  God,  but  a  godiefs  man 
is  deilitute  of  the  life  of  God ;  the  exprcflTion  is  fcriptural^ 
£ph.  iv.  18.  the  wicked  arc  faid  to  be  "  alienated  from  the  life 
of  God,  through  the  ignorance  that  is  in  them.  It  is  a  divine 
Hfe  ;  divine  in  its  original,  divine  in  its  nature  and  tendency, 
and  divine  in  its  end ;  it  is  a  living  and  a  walking  with  God, 
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aa  it  i^  faid  of  Enochs  Whenever  a  n\aii  has  tailed  of  the  frszt 
of  this  tree  of  life,  he  can  never  after  it  bide  out  of  God^»coni« 
pany* 

:  2.  The  life  that  comes  out  of  the  tree  of  life  unto  the 
fouli.  is  of  all  others  the  moft  excellent  lifc«  There  is  a 
threefold  life  in  every  man.  There  is  a  vegetable  life^ 
Tvhich  he  has  in  common  with  trees,  plants,  and  other 
things  that  fjpting  out  of  the  earth :  there  is'  a  fen^tive  life, 
that  he  has  in  common  virith  the  beafts  of  the  eatth»  the 
fowls  of  the  air,  and  fiflies  of  the  fea,  which  all  have  a  life 
of  fenfe :  he  has  a  rational  life,  by  which  he  is  dtftinguiflv* . 
ed  from  the  inferior  creatures ;  and  this  is  common  to  all 
men.  But  the  believer  is  "  more  excellent  than  bis  neigh- 
bour,'^ for  he  has  a  more  excellent  life  than  they^  even  a  Ufe 
which  is  "  hid  with  Chrift  in  God  5  He  that  hath  the  Son 
hath  life :"  and  he  hath  fuch  a  life  as  the  reft  of  the  world  are 
ftrangers  to. 

3.  It  is  a  royal  and  a  princely  life  that  we  have  from  the. 
tree  of  life ;  for  all  believers^  who  are  branches  of  this  tree, 
they  are  **  made  kings  and  priefts  unto  God.^  No  ibo&et  it  the 
foul  grafied  or  united  unt;o  him»  but  he  begins  to  live  Hke 
a  king,  above  the  worldi  looking  on  this  dunghill  with  di£^ 
dain.. 

4.  It  is  a  heavenly  life ;  it  comes  from  heaven,  where  the 
fountain  of  our  life  is,  and  it  is, ay  tending  heaven-ward: 
**  Our  converfation  is  in  heaven,  from  whence  we  look  for  the* 
Saviour,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift."  The  believer  he  "  defires  a 
better  country,"  and  his  eye  is  on  the  land  afar  off.  He  '*  looks 
not  at  the  things  which  are  feen,  bUt  at  the  things  which  are 
not  feen." 

5.  It  is  a  growing  life  ;  for  "  the  path  of  the  juft  is  as  the 
fhining  light,  that  (hineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfefi  day. 
Thofe  that  be  planted  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  filouriih  in  the 
courts  of  our  God,  flourifh  like  the  palm-tree,  and  grow  like  a 
cedar  in  Lebanon."  This  life  is  ay  growing,  till  it  "  jcomc  to 
the  meafure  of  the  ftature  of  the  fulncfs  of  Chrift." 

6.  It  is  an  immortal,  durable,  and  everlafting  life.  When 
the  life  of  the  body  ends,  this  life  is  fo  far  fkom  ending,  that- 
it  is  then  comfummate  and  perfected.  It  is  a  life  that  (ball  ran 
parellel  with  the  life  of  God ;  for  duration.  This  much  for 
the  firft  thing  in  the  text  and  method,  which  was  to  fpeak  a 
little  of  this  tree  of  life. 

II.  The  fecond  thing  in  the  method  was,  to  '*  fpeak  of  the- 
fituation  of  this  tree  in  the  city  of  God  j"  it  is  faid  to  be  in  the, 
midfi  of  the  fir  (it ^  and  an  ea^kfide  of  tht  river  i.    For  i^he  iliuftra-' 
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tioo  of  this  claufe  of  the  text,  .there  are  thefe  few  particulars 
that  I  would  obferve. 

^.  That  the  city  fpoken  of,  is  none  other  than  the  church 
ofGod«.  I  proved  in  the  entry,  that  whatever  refpe£l  there 
may  .be  had  unto  the  church  triumphant  in  glory,  yet  to  me 
it  is  <!le8r,  that,  in  the  fird  place,  and  immediately,  it  is  to  be 
underftood  of  the  church  militant  here  upon  earth,  which  ia 
frequently  in  fcriptuce  called^  ciiy^  Pfal.  Ixxxrii.  3.  *^  Glorious 
things  arc  fpoken  of  thee,  O  city  .of  God/'  Pfal.  Ixxii.  i6. 
«*  The  city  ihall  be  fiomrifhing,  and  her  dtizens  fliall  abound  t'* 
whiqh  is  fpoken  with  a  view  unto  the  New-Teftament  church. 
And- all  believers,  while  yet  upon  .earth,  are  faid  to  beafluati* 
Vf  come  unto  moiint  ZioQ,  and  unto  the  heavenly  Jerufalem  t 
duid  the  new  Jerufalem,  .defcribcd  in  the  preceding  chapter,  it 
faid,  ver.  lo.  to  **  defcend  from  God  out  of.heaven  -,"  hecaiUe 
idl  helievers,  who  are  the  only  true  citizens,-  are  born  froiu 
Aove,  lind  are  enterediinto  the  kingdom  of  God.  She  is  a  city 
for'habitation,PfaL  cvii.  7.  "He  led  them  forth  by  the  right  way* 
ihat  Iffiey  inigfa(  go  to' a  city  of  habitation ;"  a  city  t>f  traffic> 
here  th^  commodities  of  heaven  are  expofcd  to  fale,  and  :diac 
ata.lowarate,  <<  without  money  and  without  price,"  If.  Iv.  x»i 
a  city  for  (Irength,  walled  about  with  faliration.  If.  xxvi.  .1* 
4^'We  have  a  ftrongt:&y,  folvation  will  God  appoint  for  walls 
aiid  bulwarks ;"  a  dty  for  refuge,  a  dty  for  immunities,  a  ci« 
tyfor  beauty  and  compadinefs;  a  royal  city,  for  there  the 
l^at'  King  hath  his  refidence,  ^^  The  Lord  hath  chofen 
Zion :  hevhath  defired  it  for  his  habitation.  This  is  my  reft 
for  ever :  here  will  I  dwell,  for  I  have  defired  it,"  PfaLcxxxii* 
13.14. 

2.  I  remark  here,  that  this  city  has  ftreets  in  it ;  for  the 
tree  of  life  is  faid  to  be  in  the  fmdfi  of  the  Jreet  of  the  ct* 
ty ;  where,  by  the  fireeti  I  underftand  the  ordinances  of  di« 
vine  appointment,  efpecialiy  thefe  of  a  public  nature.  Cant. 
iii.  2.  the  fpoufe  there,  when  fhe  could  not  find  her  Lord  in 
more  private  retirements,  ihe  enters  upon  a  refolution  to 
arife,  and  go  through  "  the  ftreets  and  broad  ways"  of  the 
city  of  God,  to  fee  if  (he  could  find  "  him  whom  her  foul 
loved  ;''  where,  by  the  finets  and  broai.  ^cgyij  it  is  agreed 
by  interpreters,  the  public  ordinances  of  divine  worlhip  are . 
to  be  underftood.  And,  Prov.  viii.  i.  wifdom  is  faid  "  to  cry 
in  the  ftreets ;"  that  is,  in  the  public  ordinances  of  worfhip  ; 
which  are  fo  called,  becaufe,  as  the  ftreet  of  a  city  is  the  place 
where  the  inhabitants  gather  together  in  concourfe,  fo  thefe 
ordinances  are  the  public  concourfe  of  the  church  of  God, 
**  whither  the  tribes  of  the  Lord  go  up,  to  worfhip  at  his  foot- 
ilool."  And  in  thefe  ftreets  and  broad  ways  of  ordinances,  the 
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inhabitants  of  the  city  of  God  have  fweet  fellowfhip  anA  cotfW 
munion  with  the  Lord. 

3i  Notice  here,  that  there  is  a  river^  which  is  faid  to  run 
through  the  midft  of  the  city,  and  in  the  ftreets  of  it,  dcco^rd- 
ing  to  what  we  hia«e-,  Pfal.  xlvi.  4.  "  There  is  anver,  the 
ftreams  whereof  do  make  glad  the  city  of  God.**  This  is  the 
very  fame  river  fpoken  of  in  the  preceding  verfc,  which  is  faid 
to  "  proceed  from  the  throne  of  God  and  of  the  Lamb."  When 
I  infiiled  upon  that  verfe,  1  (hewed,  that  this  river  is  nothing 
clfe  than  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  even  that  Spirit  which  is  (aid 
to  be  **  poured  upon  the  houfe  of  David,  and  the  inhabitantf 
of  Jcrufalem,"  Zech.  ^ii.  lo.  **  The  glorious  Lofd,'*  by  his 
Spirit  and  the  communication  of  his  grace,  ^^  {hall  be  unto  her 
as  a  place  of  broad  rivers  and  (Ireams,"  if.  xxxiii.  2ii(  ''  I  will 
pour  water  upon  him  that  is  thirfly,  and  floods  upen^tfae  dry 
ground,''  If.  xliv.  3.  By  this  river,  the  whole  city  of  God,aiU 
true  believers,  are  refrefhed,  fupplied^frufkitied,  cleanfcd^.and 
Quickened.     But,  ■..'?.-..'. 

.    4*  Another  thing  that  we  may  remark  here,!  is,  thatChrift^ 
the  tree  of  life,  is  on  etuhftdt  of  the  rlver.y^xA  in  the  midft  of -the 
fireet  of  it.     And  here^igain  I  conceive  there  are  thefe  things 
that  fcem  to  be  pointed  at. 

'  jr/?,  That  a  living  Redeemer,  though  he  be  in  heaven  exalted 
Sit  **  the  right  hand  of  the  Majefty  on  high,"  and  though  the 
heavens  are  to  contain  him  till  his  fecond  coming;  yet  fiilt 
he  is  to  be  found  by  his  people  upon  earth ;  yea,  he  is  in  eve* 
ry  part  of  his  church  ;  for  here  the  tree  of  life  is  in  the  midft 
of  the  fireet^  and  on  each  ftde  of  the  river  ;  that  is,  wherever 
believers  (the  true  church  of  God)  are,  or  whatever  be  thcit 
fituation,  while  in  a  militant  ftate,  Chrift  is  ay  to  be  found  ; 
the  boughs  of  the  tree  ftretch  themfclves  out  to  them  where- 
ever  they  are,  though  it  were  to  the  "  uttermoft  wings  of  the 
earth,"  as  the  expreffion  is,  If.  xxiv.  16.  O  what  unfpeakable 
comfort  is  it,  that  wherever  the  body  is,  there  the  glorious 
head  of  the  body  is  !  **  Lo,  1  am  with  you  alway  even  unto 
the  end  of  the  world.  And,  In  all  places  where  1  record  my 
name,  I  will  come  unto  you,  and  1  will  blefs  you.  And, 
Where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  my  name,  there 
.  am  I  in  the  midft  of  them." 

adly^  The  expreffion  takes  in,  that  Chrift  i^  the  centre,  and 
as  it  were  the  very  heart  of  his  church  and  people  ;  for  he  is 
here  faid  to  be  in  the  midft  of  the  city  :  as  the  heart  is  in  the 
midft  of  the  body,  fo  Chrift  is  in  the  midft  of  his  church* 
«•  God  is  in  the  midft  of  her ;  fhe  (hall  not  be  moved  :  ^God 
ihaii  help  her,  and  that  right  early,"  Pfal.  xlvi.  5,  Chrift  fs  the 
centre  of  the  church's  life  :  "  Our  life  is  hid  with  Chrift  in 
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<Jod :"'  ht  holds  our  fouls  in  life.  He  is  the  centre  of  light, 
asthefnn  in  the  firmament  is  to  this  lower  world :  "  I  am  the 
light  of  the  world.*'  He  is  the  centre  of  comfort ;  therefore 
called  *5.ithe  oonfolation  of  Ifrael  :'*  he  gives  the  oil  6f  joy  for 
iXKniTning.  He  i$  the  centre  of  love  and  defire^  "  the  defire 
of  ail -nations :  The  dcfire  of  our  foul  is  to  thy  name,  and  to 
,thc  renacmbrancc  of  thee."  The  centre  of  faith  ;  every  one 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  God  have  their  eyes  fixed  up- 
on/him  ;  they  '^  look  unto,  nim,  and  are  faved  :  Our  eyes  are 
tofi^rds  the  Lord  our  God."  He  is  the  centre  of  union  ; 
they  all  5^  hold  him  as  the- head,  from  which  che  whole  body, 
as  by  jtnnts  and  hands^  having  nourifiiment  .minifl.ei;edy  and 
hrik  together,  ioDcrcafe  .with  the  injcrcafe  of.  God."  There  is 
•a  great  cry  for  peace,  peace,  and  many  politic  endeavours  to 
keep.  the..-peace  and. unity  of  the  church,  but  it  is  impoflible 
^t  we  can  be  one,*  unlefs  it  be.  in  the  Lord.  He  is  the 
centre  of  doftrine^  ^'  to  him  bear  all  the  prophets  witnefs,!* 
and  to  him  bear  all.  the  ^podlds  witnefs  \  and  every  truth  o'f 
the  wdrd  points. unto  him;  there  is  not  a  word  in  the  Bible 
but  It  points  toward.  Chrift,  as  the  needle  in  the  compafs 
points  to  the  pole-ftar.  He  is  the*  centre  of  worfhip ;  the  prayers 
and  praifes  of  alk  believers  terminate  in  him ;  they  all  cry, 
«*  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  flain." 

3///jF,»  Chrift^  the  tree  of  H£e,  being  in  the  midft  of  the  ftrcct, 
fays,  ^at  Chrift  is  a  commofi  and  public  good  unto  the  church, 
thlriicisfet  up  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  inhabitants.  This 
trte  of  life  doth  not  grow  in  a  corner,  or  in  any  inclofed  place, 
where t)nly  fome  particular  pcrfons  may  enter,  but  in  the  pub- 
lic ftreet,  in  the  market-place,  where  every  body  has  free  ac- 
ccfs  td'him.  It  is  remarkable  to  the  fame  purpofc,  what  the 
fpoufe  fays  concerning  Chrilt,  Cant.  ii.  3.  Ihe  doth  not  fay, 
that  her  beloved  was  as  the  apple-tree  among  the  trees  of  the 
garden,  which  is  an  inclofurc ;  but,  he  is  *'  the  apple-tree 
among  the  trees  of  the  wood,"  which  every  pafitrnorcr  may 
pluck,  and  cat,  and  ufe  with  freedom.  As  every  man  in  the 
camp  of  Ifrael  had  the  privilege  of  looking  to  the  brazen  fer- 
peni  that  was  fet  up  in  the  camp  ;  fo  every  man  within  the 
vifible  church  has  equal  accefs  unto  Chrift  the  tree  of  life,  for 
he  is  "  in  the  midik  of  the  ftreet  of  it."  O  Sirs,  do  not  doubt 
of  your  warrant  to  come  to  Chrift,  fince  he  is  in  the  midft  of 
our  ftrcets,  acccffible  from  all  quarters  of  the  city.  Chrift  i^ 
equally  tendered  unto  all  in  a  preached  gofpel  j  he  is  every 
man's  penny-worth,  who  will  but  take  him,  apply  him,  and 
lay  claim  to  him.  As  every  fubjeft  in  Britain  may  fay  of  our 
prefent  fovereign.  He  is  my  king,  becaufe  he  is  fct  as  a  public 
good  to  the  whoje  body-politic  j  and  as  every  foldiet  of  an 

army 
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army  miy  fay  of  the  principal  commander.  He  is  my  genersl, 
in  a  uray  of  application,  and  have  recourfe  to  him  as  fncli ;  and 
as  erery  foMier  may  lay  claim  to  t&e  phyfician  of  a  regiment^ 
and  fay.  He  is  my  i^yfician,  becaufe  of  the  relation  ht  ftands 
under  to  the  whole  company :  fo  Chrift  being  'the  common 
Savioar  of  iinnern,  the  prophet,  prieft,  and  king  of  his  chdrdi 
by  office,  everjr  one  may,  in  a  way  of  particular  application, 
claim  the  benefit  of  him  in  his  faving  offices,  and  fay,  in  a 
way  of  believing,  Heis  my  Saviour,  my  p9K>phct,  prieft^aad 
kiiigi,  for  he  is  •'a  fon  given,  and  ch^Id:'bom,  untous^v.ifirif 
made  of  God  unco  us  wifdom,  righteoufnefs^  fandiifisatiori, 
and  x«deniption  ;'and  whatever  he  .is  as  Mediator,  .that 
he  is  unto  us  ;  be'  is  <*  in  the  midft  of  the  ftreetof  the 

city/*  .•;       ^    ■  ;  •     ,•■' 

4ttdy,  It  implies,  that  they  who  would  find  CSirift  mdl: 
£eek  him  in  theftreets  and  broad  ways  of^gofpel-ordinanoes; 
fdr  here  the  tree  of  life  is  faid  to  be  in  the  inidfi  kfthe'firtttj  in 
ihe  public  ordinances  of  the  church,  fuoh  as  preaching  of  the 
word,  and  adminiftration  of  facraments.  O  Sirs,  it  is  ^*  in  his 
temple  that  every  one  is  made  toipeak  of  his  glory^'^'Pfsl. 
xxix.  9*  It  is  there  he  caufes  his  name  to ;  be  recorded  ; '  and 
there,  it  is  he  has  promifed  to  come  to  his  people,  and  blefs 
them,  Exod.  xx.  24.  And  therefore,  they  that  turn  their 
back  on  public  ordinances,  they  are  out  of  the  way  of  coming 
to  the  tree  of  life.  I  own  indeed,  thatthe  Lord  wiU  fometimes 
meet  with  a  finner  going  on  in  the  broad  way  to  deftrti£lion,  1^ 
be  did  with  Paul  going  to  Daniafcus ;  but  when  he  does  fo,  he 
fteps  out  of  his  ordinary  road  of  doing,  for  his  ordinary  way 
of  convincing,  converting,  and  healing  fouls,  is  in  his  (andua« 
ry.  We  read  of  one  (Paul)  converted  in  the  way  to  Damaf- 
cus,  but  we  read  of  three  thoufand  added  unto  the  chorcfa, 
when  attending  upon  the  word  preached  by  Peter,  A£ls  ii.;4i. 
So,  I  fay,  they  who  would  find  Chrift,  the  tree  of  life,  mnft 
come  unto  the  ftreets  and  broad  ways  of  ordinances,  as  the 
fpoufe  did.  Many  a  fweet  meeting  have  believers  had  with 
the  Lord  there ;  I  hope  fome  here  can  feal  it  from  their  ex- 
perience. 

^thly^  The  expreffion  implies,  that  Chrift  is  to  be  met 
with,  not  only  in  public  ordinances  of  the  church,  but  that 
fwett  fcllowihip  with  him  is  to  be  had  alfo  in  the  more  pri- . 
vate  and  fecret  retirements  of  the  Lord's  people;  for  here  the 
tree  of  life  is  not  only  in  the  Jinety  but  on  eachjide  rfthe  rkviTf 
through  all  parts  ot  the  city.  When  employed  in  family- 
prayer,  in  fecret  prayer,  fecret  meditation,  private  or  fecret 
reading  of  the  word,  Chrift  fan  converfe,  and  the  like ;  many 
a  fweet  communion  with  the  Lord  does  the  believer  enjoy  in 

thcfe. 
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tlie{tf.  •  O,  fay$..Davui,  "  When  I  remember  thee  upoa 
my  bed,,  and  meditate  oa  thee  in  the  night  watches^  mf 
foul  iball  be  fatisfied  as  with  marrow  and  fatnefs."  Tb^. 
hearts  of  the  difciples  going  to,  Emmaus»  .were  made  to  bura. 
wiule  they  talked  together  by  the  way. 

6/i&/)^y  It.inoplies  that  the  influences  of  the  Spirit  are  abfolutely 
necefiary»  in  order.to  the  fweetcningo{ordioaiKes,  and  con« 
veying  the  fruit  of  a  Redeemer's  purchafc  to  them  in  the  ufc 
of  ordinances :  for  here  the  j)ure  river  of  the  water  of  life, 
it  intermingles  itfelf  in  the  ftreets  of  the  city,  with  the  fpread- 
ing  boughs  and  branches  of  the  tree.     Unlefs  the  river  of  the 

.  Spirit's  influences  <2ome  afong  with  word  and  facramenr,  t^m 
kiAg  the  things  of  Chrift,  and  (hewing  them  unto  us.  We  fhall 
find  them  to  be  but  dry  hreafts  and  mifcarrying  wombs  ;   and 

*  therefore  there  is  need  of  a  continual  dependence  on  the  Lord 
for  the  concurring  influences  of  the  Spirit  of  life:  **  Paul 
may  plant,  and  Apollos  water ;  but  God  givcth  the  in-  > 
creafe."  And  therefore  pray  that  the  river  of  the  water  of 
life  may  run  down  from  the  throne  of  God,  and  of  the  Lamb, 
in  the  ftreets  of  the  city  of  God,  and  that  the  tree  of  life  may 
be  feen  on  each  fide,  on- every  hand,  bearing  his  twelve  maiW 
ner  of  fruits. 

7/^,  It  is  implied  here,  that  Chrift  is  the  ornament  of  his 
church  and  people ;  for  the  tre^  of  life  is  here  fpoken  of  as 
the  ornament  of  the  city  in  the  midfl:  of  its  ftreets.  Chrift 
is  "  the  glory  of  his  people  Ifrael ;  and  in  him  (hall  all  the 
feed  of  Ifrael  be  juftified,  and  ihall  glory."  He  reflet  a 
beauty  and  glory  on  the  church  colleSdvely  confidered  ;  his 
prefence  in  the  ftreets  of  it  makes  her  "  beautiful  as  Tir- 
^ah,  comely  as  Jerufalem,  fair  as  the  moon,  clear  as  the 
fun,  and  terrible,  as  an  army  with  banners.'*  And  he  is  the 
beauty  and  ornament  of  every  particular  believer  in  the 
church;  every  one  of  them  is  beautiful  through  the  come- 
linefs  that  he  puts  upon  them  ;  it  is  by  his  merits  upon 
them,  and  his  Spirit  within  them,  that  they  become  like 
the  King's  daughter,  "  all  glorious  within,  their  clothing  be- 
ing of  wrought  gold."  He  it  is  that  makes  them  "  like  the  wings 
of  a  dove  covered  with  filver,  and  her  feathers  with  yellow 
gold."         .  ^ 

Zthly^  It  is  implied  here,  that  the  whole  city,  and  every  one 
of  its  inhabitants,  dwell  or  abide  under  the  ftiadow  of  the 
tree  ;  for  the  tree  is  on  evay  fide,  and  in  the  midft  of  the 
ftreet.  I  remember  the  fpoufe,  fpeaking  of  this  tree  of  life, 
(he  fays,  **  I  fat  down  under  his  Ihadow  with  great  de- 
light,^ viz.  the  fliadow  of  his  blood  and  cverlafting  righte- 
oufnefs,    under  the  fliadow  of    his  faithfulnefs  engaged    in 

his 
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his  promife^  under  the  (hadow  of  his  providence.  ^  O  Kap«> 
py  they,  who  by  faith  fit  down  under  this  ffiadowy  trde. 
This  is  the  place  where  Chrift  makes  his  floCk  to  refl  in 
the  noon  of  teftiptatiorn,  afflidion,  defertion,  Sind  tribula*' 
tion.  Thus  I  have  given*  you  'the  import  of  that  expreffion* 
M^hich  points  out  the  fituation  of  the  tree  of  life  \  it  is  on  h* 
iherjide  of  the  river ^  and  in  the  midft  of  the  flreet  of  it. 


Rev.  xxiL  2*^^In  the  mldff  of  the  flreet  of  it  ^  and  of  tither  fide 
of  the  river y  was  there  the  tree  of  fife,  which  hare  twelve 
'manner  ^f  fruits  ^  and  yielded  her' fruit  every  month:    and 
the  leaves  of  the  tree  were  for  the  healing  of  the  natiofts* 

THE   SECOND   SERMON   ON   THIS   TEXT. 

I  Gave  you  this  general  or  comprehenfive  doArine  from  the 
words,  That  cur  Lord  Jefus  Chrlfl  is  a  medicinal  and  fer- 
tile trecy  planted  hy  his  Father  in  the  city  if  the  New^-'l ejlament 
church,  for  the  feeding  and  healing  of  the  dijeafed  and  flarving  na^ 
tions  of  the  world. 

In  the  profecution  of  this  do^irine,  I  promifedi 

I.  To  fpcak  a  little  of  this  tree  of  life. 

II.  Of  the  fituation  of  this  tree  in  the  city  of  God. 

III.  Of  the  fertility  of  this  tree. 

IV.  Of  the  medicinal  quality  of  the  tree. 

V.  Apply  the  whole. 

I  have  already  fpoken  to  the  fr/l  and  fecond  thing.     I  come 
now  to, 

III.  The  third  thing  in  the  method,  which  was,  to /peak  a 
little  of  the  fertility  or  fruttfulnefs  of  this  tree  of  life  ;  it  bears 
twelve  manner  of  fruits,  and  yields  fruit  every  month.  Other 
trees  bear  iruit  ouiy  once  a  year,  and  they  yield  but  one  man- 
ner of.  fruit  \  but  this  tree  of  life  bears  twelve  manner  offrttits 
every  month.  The  plain  meaning  of  it  is,  that  Chrift  brings 
forth  all  manner  of  fruits,  and  that  in  Chrift  all  forts  of  blels-* 
ings  are  conveyed  to  the  children  of  men,  and  thefe  arc  to  be 
found  at  all  times  j  this  tree  of  life  is  never  empty  or  barren  ; 
whenever  the  foul  applies  itfelf  to  him  in  a  way  of  believing,  it 
2  will 
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^lil  ftill  find  the  branches  of  the  trtc  loaded,  rjpe,  and  ready 
for  ufcf 

Now,  for  clearing  this  branch  of  the  text,  I  fhall,  i.  Con- 
defcend  upon  fome  of  the  fruits  that  grow  upon  this  tree  of 
life.  2.  Tell  you  of  fome  of  the  months  wherein  he  yields 
his  fruit  to  the  fouls  of  believers. 

Firfl^  I  would  condefcend  upon  fome  of  the  fruits  of  the  ^ 
ttee   of  life.     There   are  only   four  clufters   of  his   fruits 
that  I  would  prefent  you  with ;  there  are  the  fruits  of  his 
death,  of  his  rcfurreftion,  of  his  afcenfion,  and  of  his  intcr- 
ceffion. 

I,  Let  us  take  a  view,  and  not  only  a  view,  but  a  tailing  of 
the  fruits  of  his  death.  I  only  prefent  you  with  thefe  few  5  O 
th^y  are  f^eet  to  the  tafte  of  faith  ! 

ly?,  It  is  by  his  death  that  an  angry  God  is  atoned  and  re- 
conciled* Immediately  after  the  fall,  the  wrath  of  God  be- 
gan to  break  out  like  fire  againft  finful  man  :  but  by  the  death 
of  Jefus,  the  anger  of  God  is  taken  away,  and  diverted  into 
another  channel,  Rom.  v.  10.  If.  xii.  1.  "  Though  thou  ^7l9l 
angry  with  me,  thine  anger  is  turned  away,  and  thoU  eomfort- 
edft  me."  If.  liii.  5.  "  He  was  wounded  for  our  tranfgref- 
fions,  he  was  bruifed  for  our  iniquities :  the  chaflifement  of 
our  peace  was  upon  him,  and  with  his  ftripcs  ^e  are  hisaled.'^ 
Col*  i.  20.  21.  *«  Having  made  peace  through  the  blqod  of  his 
crofs^  by4iim  to  reconcile  all  things  unto  hin^felf,  by  him,  I  fay 
whether  they  be  things  on  earth,  or  things  in  he^vien.  And  you 
that  were  fomctime  alienated,  and  enemies  in  your  mind  by 
wicked  works,  yet  now  bath  he  reconciled." 

2t//y,  The  debt-bond  that  jullice  had  againft  us  is  torn  ;  the 
Jhand-^riting  that  was  contrary  to  us  is  cancelled.  Col.  ii.  14. 
•*  he  nailed  it  to  his  crofs,"  that  it  might  not  be  valid ;  the  curfe 
of  a  broken  law  is  abolilhed  ;  fo  that  "  now  there  is  no  condem- 
nation to  them  which  ate  in  Chrift  Jefus,  who  walk  not  after 
the  fleih,  but  after  the  Spirit." 

3(//y,  Everlafting  righteoufnefs  is  brought  in  when  it  was 
quite  out  of  the  world  :  "  When  the  Mefliah  fhall  be  cut  off,'* 
fays  the  prophet  Daniel,  "  he  (hall  bring  in  everlafting  righ- 
teoufnefs. Chrift  condemned  fm  in  the  fiefh,"  or.by  the  facri- 
fice  of  his  flefti,  *'  that  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  might  be 
fulfilled  in  us.'*  So  that  he  is  become  "  the  Lord  our  righte- 
oufr^efs. 

4/^/)?,  By  his  death  the  covenant  is  confirmed  with  many^ 
Dan,  ix.  27.  Chrift  confirmed  the  covenant  of  grace  with  his 
blood,  as  the  public  head  and  reprefentative  of  all  that  were    - 
given  to  him  by  his  Falhdr  ;  hence  his  blood  is  called  *ltha 
blood  of  the  covenant,  or  of  the  new  teftament."    It  is  a  con- 

VoL.'I.  r>  P  firmed 
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ti^mcd  fecurity  on  which  wc  may  reft ;  confirmed,  I  fay,  by 
the  Teftator's  death.  . 

^thlyy  By  the  cutting  down  oJF  the  tree  of  life,  tlie  head 
of  the  old  fcrpent  that  deceived  us  is  bruifed,  and  the 
power  of  death  wrefted  out  of  his  hand  \  "  through  death 
he  deftroyed  him  that  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is  the  de- 
vil." 

6thly^  By  the  cutting  down  of  this  tree  of  life,  the  grave  is 
fweetened  and  perfurified. 

2.  Let  us  view  feme  of  the  fruits  of  this  tree  of  life,  in  his 
refurredion,  when  he  fprang  cmt  of  the  grave. 

ifti  The  quickening  and  railing  up  of  the  foul  that  was 
dead  in  fin  is  a  fruit  of  the  refurre£lion  of  the  tree  of  life* 
This  the  apoftle  applies  to  the  refurreftion^  Col.  ii.  r2.  13. 
*'  Buried  with  him  in  baptifm,  wherein  alfo  you  are  rifen 
with  him,  tlirough  the  faith  of  the  operation  of  God,  who 
hath  raifed  him  from  the  dead.  And  you  being  dead  in 
your  (ins,  hath  he  quickened  together  with  him."  Ther€  is  i, 
fpecial  energy  in  the  refurreftion  of  Chrift,  whereby  we  arc 
raifed  up  unto  newnefs  of  life  ;  hence  the  apoftle  defires  more 
and  more  to  **  know  the  power  of  his  refurreaion,**  Phil.  iii. 
10.  Hence' that  is  of  the  church,  Hof.  vi.  2.  "  After  two  days 
will  he  revive  us,  in  the  third  day  he  will  raife  us  'jp,  and  wc 
ftall  live  in  his  fight.*' 

idly^  Another  fruit  of  his  refurreQion,  is  the  difcharging  of 
our  debt  that  we  were  owing  to  divine  juftice.  Sin  is  a  debt ; 
now  Chrift  paid  the  debt  in  his  death,  and  was  difeharged  of 
it  in  his  refurreftion ;  hence  the  apoftle  tells  us,  that  he  "died 
for  our  offences,  and  rofe  again  for'  our  juftification.^'  The 
prlfon  of  the  grave  was  opened  by  an  order  from  heaven,  an 
angel  rolled  away  the  ftone  from  the  door  of  the  fepulchre  \ 
which  plainly  ftiews,  that  the  debt  was  paid  and  the  great 
Judge  fully  fatisficd,  "  He  was  taken  from  prifon  and  from 
judgement."  Andfaith  afted  on  a  rifen  Chrift, it  may  challenge 
the  whole  world  to  lay  any  thing  to  its  charge :  Rom.  viii.  5  j. 
«<  Who  fliall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  eleft  ?  It  is 
God  that  juftifieth  :  who  is  he  that  condemneth  .**  It  is  Chrift 
that  dird,  yea  rather  that  is  rifen  again," 

3fi//jf,  Another  fruit  of  the  tree  of  life  in  his  refurreSion^ 
is  the  reviving  of  our  hopes  of  reco\'ering  the  loft  inheritance : 
I  Pet.  i.  3.4."  Blefled  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  which  according  to  his  abundant  mercy,  hath 
begotten  us  again  unto  a  lively  hbpe,  by  the  refurreftion 
of  Jefus  Chrift  from  the  dead,  to  an  inheritance  incorruptible, 
and  undefiled,  and^hat  fadeth  not  away,  rcfcrved  in  heaven 
for  you." 
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Athlyi  Our  vifloiy  over  (hi  and  death  is  fecured.  Every 
believer  viewing  a  living  Chrift  may  fay,  *'  O  death,  where  is 
thy  fting  ?"  Yea,  by  his  refurredkion  our  refurre£lion  at  the 
ia(l  day  is  fecured. 

3.  Let  us  view  and  tafte  of  the  fruits  of  hi^Tafcenfion  unto 
heaven.     As, 

ly?,  The  leading  captivity  captive:  Eph.  iv.  8.  **  Wherefore, 
when  he  afcend/^d  up  on  high,  he  led  captivity  captive,"  car- 
ried the  fpoils  of  fin,  Satan,  death,  and  hell,  along  with  him  in 
triumph. 

2dly^  The  conferring  of  minifterial  gifts  upon  men,  yea, 
the  very  office  of  the  miniftry,  and  ordinances  of  the  go- 
fpel,  for  the  edification  of  his  myftical  body,  Eph.  iv.  8, 
Our  ftanding  here,  and  preaching  the  gofpel  to  you,  and 
adminiftrating  the  facrament,  is  a  fruit  of  Chr id's  being  in 
heaven. 

2iiiyi  The  downpouring  of  the  Spirit  in  a  more, plentiful, 
meafure  than  under  the  Old-Tcftament  difpenfation.  Of  this 
Chrift  himfelf  fpeaks,  John  xvi.  7.  "  Neverthelefs,  I  tell  you 
the  truth  ;  It  is  expedient  for  you  that  I  go  away  :  for  if  1  go 
not  away,  the  Comforter  will  not  come  unto  you  ;  but  if  I  de- 
part, I  will  fend  him  unto  you."  This  he  did  to  fupply  the 
want  of  his  bodily  prefence. 

4/A/y,  The  preparing  of  heavenly  manfions  for  us,  where 
we  may  be  with  him  for  ever,  is  a  fruit  <jf  the  exaltation 
of  Chrift :  John  xiv-  3.  *'  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  youj^ 
T)ut  I  will  come  again,  and  receive  you  unto  myfelf,  that 
.  where  I  am,  there  ye  may  be  alfo."  Like  a  man,  when  he 
has  married  a  wife,  provides  a  houfe  for  her  againft  the  day 
of  marriage ;  fo  Chrift  having  purchafcd  a  church,  a  fpoufe 
for  himfelf,  goes  to  heaven  to  provide  her  a  dwelling  ;  and  in- 
deed it  is  a  dwelling  fuitable  to  fo  great  a  King,  "  a  houfe  not 
made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens."  Yea,  his  entry 
into  heaven  is  a  pledge  and  earneft,  an  arles  as  it  were,  that 
we  fliall  follow  him  in  due  time ;  for  he  is  entered  as  the 
forerunner  of  his  church,  Heb.  vi.  19.  not  only  for  our  bene- 
fit, but  in  our  ftead.  The  head  being  above,  the  body  (hall 
follow. 

4.  Let  us  view  and  tafte  the  fruits  of  his  interceffion,  which 
are  great,  glorious,  and  lovely. 

,  jjT,  Freedom  from,  and  ftrength  againft  temptation,  is  a 
fruit  of  his  interceffion  in  heaven:  Luke  xxii.  31.  32.  "  Si- 
mon, Simon,  Satan  hath  defired  to  have  you,  that  he  may  Cft 
you  as  wheat :  but  l  have  prayed,"  or  interceded,  "  for  thee, 
that  thy  faith  fail  not."  He  is  privy  upto  all  the  gins,  traps, 
vr  fnares,  that  Satan  is  preparing  for  his  friends'  upon  earth , 

and 
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and  he*  by  the  power  and  prevalcncy  of  his  interceiliony  breaks 
the  fnare,  fo  that  they  <<  efcape  asa  bird  out  of  the  fnare  of  the 
fowler." 

2dlyy  Boldncfs  and  confidence  toward  Go4>  and  accept- 
ance at  his  throne,  is  ^  fruit  of  his  intercelTion  :  Heb.  iv. 
a 6.  "  Let  us  therefore  come  boldly  unto  the  throne  of  grace^ 
that  we  may  obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time 
of  need."  Heb.  x.  19.  20.  21.  22.  We  durft  not  look  to^ 
ward  the  throne  of  Cod,  if  it  were  not  the  throne  of  the  Lamb 
alfo. 

3^/y,  Through  Chrift'9  interceffion  we  have  a  ready  an- 
fwer  unto  all  challenges  and  accufations  that  are  brought 
in  againft  us  from  any  airth  whatfoevcr'  The  law  pur- 
fues,  juftice  purfues,  confcience  purfues,  for  the  debt  of 
iin ;  but  faith>  eyeing  thp  interceffion  of  Chrift,  can  lift  up 
its  head  in  court,  and  fay,  **  Who  can  lay  any  thing  to  my 
charge  ?  It  is  God  that  juftifieth  :  who  is  he  that  cpndemrieth  i 
It  is  Chrift  that  died,  yea  rather,  that  is  rifen  again,  who  is 
even  at  the  right  b^nd  of  God,  who  alfo  maketh  interceffioin 
for  us.'' 

/^thly^  The  aiTurance  of  the  effeflual  application  of  9U  the 
benefits,  of  his  purcbafe,  and  legacies  of  his  teflanfiem,.  is  a 
fruit  of  his  interceffion  :  for  "  feeing  he  lives  for  ever  to  make 
interceffion,"  he  will  furely  take  c^re  that  the  purcbafe  of  his 
blood  be  not  loft,  and  that  the  legacies  of  {lis  teftament  fhall 
jiot  be  null  and  void  \  now  he  is  his  own  executor,  lives  to 
fee  his  latter- will  made  good.  And  what  is  his  latter- will? 
It  is  jufl  this,  ''  I  will  be  their  God  :  1  will  be  merciful  to  all 
their  unrighteoufnefs :  I  will  lead  the  blind,  in  a  way  they 
know  not,"  &c. 

5/A/y,  The  hearing  of  our  prayers,  the  acceptance  of  pur 
perfons  and  weak  (ervices,  is  another  fruit  of  his  intcrccf-' 
fion.  O  Sirs,  our  prayers  would  never  go  farther  than  our 
lip,  if  it  were  not  for  the  interceffion  of  Jefus,  Rev.  viii. 
3.  4.  "  And  another  angel  came  and  flood  a|  the  altar,  having 
a  golden  cenfer  5  and  there  was  given  unto  him  much  incenfe, 
that  he  fhould  offer  it  with  the  prayers  of  ajl  faints  uppri 
the  golden  altar,  which  was  before  the  throne.  And  the  fnioke 
of  the  incenfe  which  came  with  the  prayers  of  the  faints  afcend- 
edup  before  God,  out  of  the  angel's  hand."  The  af<;cnding  of 
the  incenfe  out  of  the  angels  h^nd  before  God,  notes  the  com- 
placency that  God  takes  in  th^  fcryicc  and  obedience  of  his 
faints  through  Chrift,  3cc. 

Now,  put  all  thefe  together,  and  fee  if  the  tree  of  life  be 
not  a  fertile  tree ;  he  brings  fprtb  twelve  manner  of  fruits, 
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that  1S9  many  good  fruits^  a  certain  namhcr  being  p^  for  an 
uncertain.  .  . 

Having  given  you  an  account  of  his  twelve  miinucr  of  fruits, 
I  proceed. 

Secondly^  To  notice  fome  of  the  months  wherein  he  yields 
fruit  to  th^  fouls  of  his  people.  You  fee  here,  that  the 
tree  of  life  yields  fruit  every  months  that  is,  at  all  times  of 
the  year.  Other  trees  yield  their  fruit  only  every  year  \  but 
here  is  a  tree  that  yields  its  fruit  every  month  of  the 
year ;  there  is  not  a  riioment  of ,  time  wherein  ripe  and 
ready  fruit  is  not  to  be  had  for  the  hand  and  mouth  of  faitl^. 
And  (here  are  fome  of  them  fummer,  and  fome  of  them  win* 
ter  months- 

1. 1  fay,  there  are  fome  of  them  fummer-months. 

iffy  then,  There  is  the  fpring- month,  or  time  of  converfion, 
or  effeftual  calling ;  the  tree  of  life  yields  fruit  then  to  the 
foui.  ,  In  this  month  the  tree  of  life  drops  in  life  into  the 
dead  foul  :  then  it  is  that  the  poor  foul  of  the  believer 
begins  firft  to  drink  in  the  fap  of  the  true  olive,  and  to 
tafte  of  his  fruit  5  then  it  is  that  the  tree  of  life  yields  th^ 
fruit  of  a  renewed  iiature  to  the  foul,  *'  A  new  heart  will  I 
give  them,  and  a  new  fpirit  will  I  put  within  them/*  the  fru^t 
of  the  divine  image  and  (lamp,  a  partaker  of  the  diyine  na- 
ture. 

'iidlyy  There  is  the  pleafant  fummerrmonth  of  nianifpflatio^s 
gnd  diicoveries  of  the  divine  glory  of  the  Lord's  countenance. 
This  is  called  **  the  time  of  the  finging  of  birds  :  They 
fliall  fing  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord  ;  for  gJf^at  is  the  glory  of 
the  Lord,"  Pfal.  cxxxviii.  5.  "  All  we  with  opeq  faceVbold- 
ing  as  in  a  glafs  the  glory  of  the  l^ord,  are  chariged  into  thp 
fame  image,  from  glory  to  glory^  even  s^s  by  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord." 

3r//y,  There  is  the  pleafant  and  fwect  fummcrmontli  pf  ac- 
cefs  to  God  in  duties  and  ordinances.  Then  he  opei^  the 
door  to  them,  and  brings  them  into  the  chamber  of  prefcnce  : 
^*  He  brought  me  into  the  banquetipg-houfe,  aqd  his  banner 
over  rne  was  love.  Truly  our  fellowfhip  is  with  the  Father, 
and  with  his  Son  Jefiis  Chrift.  My  foul  is  filled  as  with  map- 
row  and  fatnefs." 

..^thlyy  There  is  the  pleafant  month  or  feafon  of  rofnarHahle 
deliverance^  that  the  Lord  works  for  his  pppple,  cither  frond 
fpiritual  or  temporal  enemies-  The  believer  feeds  fo  upon 
the  tree  of  life  tfien,  that  he  cannot  but  chirp  ajnd  fmg  with 
the  church,  if,  xii.  2.  "  Behold,  God  is  mj  falvation  :  I  will 
truft,  and  not  be  afraid  ;  for  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  my  ftrength 
^nd  my  fong,  he  alfo  is  becon^e  my  falvation.  Therefore  with 
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joy  (hall  yc  draw  water  out  of  the  wells  of  falvation."  And 
£xod.  XV,  I.  a.  *^  Then  fang  Mofes  and  the  children  of  Ifrad 
this  fong  unto  the  Lord,  and  fp^ke,  faying,  I  will  fing  unto 
the  Lord,  for  he  hath  triumphed  glorioufly;  the  horfe  and  his 
rider  hath  he  thrown  into  the  fea.  The  Lord  is  my  ftrength 
and  fong,  and  he  is  become  my  falvation  :  he  is  my  Gbd,  and 
1  will  prepare  him  an  habitation  *,  my  father's  God,  and  I  will 
exalt  him." 

Sthly^  There  is  the  pleafant  month  of  the  renewed  or  lively 
jrftings  of  faith  upon  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  or  on  the  cove- 
nant and  prdmifes.  This  is  a  pleafant  month,  in  which  the 
foul  is.  filled  with  peace  and  joy ;  by  eating  the  fruit  of  the 
tree  of  life,  we  are  faid  to  be  "  filled  with  joy  unfpeakable,  and 
full  of  glory." 

6thly,  There  is  the  month  of  a  lively  love  to  the  lovely 
Jefas.  This  is  a  pleafant  fummer-monjh,  in  which  the  foul 
feeds  liberally  on  the  fruit  of  the  tree  of  life.  When  the  poor 
believer  gets  this  and  the  other  promife,  ind  is  helped  to  prefe 
with  the  hand,  and  fuck  with  the  mouth  of  faith  thefc  honey 
combs  of  falvation,  Oh,  how  then  are  the  afFeftions  of  the 
foul  drawn  out  after  the  Lord  !  The  man  cries  then,  witK 
the  church,  •'  The  defire  of  our  foul  is  to  thy  name,  and  to 
the  remembrance  of  thee  :'*  and,  with  David,  "  Whom  have  I 
in  heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is  none  in  all  the  earth  that  I 
defire  befides  thee/' 

2.  As  there  are  fummer,  fo  there  are  winter  months,  in  which 
the  tree  of  life  yields  his  fruit. 

i^,  There  is  the  (harp  piercing  wintcfr-month  of  convic** 
tion,  reproofs,  and  challenges  from  the  Lord,  when  he  chal- 
lenges for  the  abufe  of  mercies,  for  unteiiderhefs  of  walk, 
for  iinkindnefs  to  him,  **  Is  this  thy  kindnefs  to  thy  friend  ?" 
In  this  month  the  tree  of  life  yields  the  fruit  of  repcntancef, 
**  They  fliall  look  upon  him  whom  they  have  pierced,  and 
mourn.  He  that  goeth  forth  and  weepeth,  bearing  precious 
feed,  (hail  doubtlefs  come  again  with  rejoicing."  It  is  in  this 
month  that  fm  is  imbittered  to  the  foul,  and  the  man  is  brought 
farcr  off  the  law,  and  made  to  flee  to  the  righteoufncfs  of  the 
Son  of  God. 

2  J/y,  There  is  the  dark  and  weary  winter-month  of  defer- 
tion,  when  the  believer  goes  "  mourning  without  the  fun, 
^O^'^i*  O  ^^^^  ^  knew  where  1  might  find  him  !  Behold,  I  go 
forward,  but  he  is  not  there  ;  and  backward,  but  I  cannot 
perceive  him  :  on  the  left  hand  where  he  doth  work,  but  I 
cannot  behold  him  :  he  hideth  himfelf  on  the  right  hand, 
that  I  cannot  fee  him."  Even  then  the  tree  of  life  brings 
forth  fruit  by  his  Spirit  in  his  branches  5  for  hereby  thc^ 
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are  made  more  tender,  more  holy,  and  more  circumfpeft  1 
hereby  they  are  taught  what  an  evil  and  bitter  thing  (in  is, 
that  feparates  between  them  and  their  God;  hereby  the  belie- 
ver is  taught  the  way  of  living  more  by  faith  on  the  (lock  in 
Chrift's  hand,  than  upon  the  grace  they  have  got  in  their  own 
hand. 

3^1^,  There  is  the  weary  winter-month  of  the  prevalency  of 
indwelling  corruption,  when  the  foul  is  crying,  **  Iniquities 
prevail  againft  me  :  O  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  (hall 
deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  !**  Oh  !  does  the  tree 
of  life  yield  any  manner  of  fruit  to  the  foul  then  ?  Anfw. 
Yes,  for  then  it  is  that  the  foul  is  filled  with  felf- loathing  and 
abhorrency,  with  Job,  and  taught  more  and  more  the  lefTon 
of  felf-denial,  and  to  flee  to  the  blood  of  fprinkling  for  the  de- 
ftrod^ion  of  the  body  of  fin. 

4/Ai^.  There  is  the  heartlefs  winter-month  of  deadnefs,  dull- 
ncfs,  and  barrennefs.  This  is  another  melancholy,  weary 
month';  but  yet  in  tins  month  the  tree  of  life  brings  forth  his 
fruit  in  the  foul,  and  teaches  it  that  its  life  is  not  in  it- 
felf,  but  in  the  Lord  :  "  We  are  dead,  but  our  life  is  hid  with 
Chrift  in  God.  When  Chrift  who  is  our  life  (hall  appear^ 
then  fhall  we  aifo  appear  with  him  in  glory.*' 

^tbly^  There  is  the  ftor my  month  of  inward  and  outward 
trouble,  hke  two  feas  meeting  together,  the  foul  "  afflift- 
cd,  tofled  with  tempeft ;"  but  yet,  even  then,  he  is  **  lay- 
ing the  ftones  with  fair  colours,  and  the  foundations  with 
fapphires,"  weaning  the  foul  from  this  world,  and  "  making 
it  meet  to  be  a  partaker  of  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in 
light." 

6thlyy  There  is  the  melancholy  and  gloomy  month  of  death, 
wherein  the  fliadows  of  the  evening  ftretch  themfelves  out ; 
the  poor  foul  is  held  "  in  bondage  through  fear  of  death.'* 
Well,  even  in  this  month  the  tree  of  life  bears  fruit,  which 
is  an  antidote  againft  the  terrors  of  death  and  the  grave : 
by  tafting  his  fruit,  the  believer  can  look  death  in  the  face, 
and  fing,  "  O  death,  where  is  thy  fting  ?  O  grave,  where 
is  thy  viftory?".  he  hath  fald,  <^  O  death,  I  will  be  thy 
.plagues ;  O  grave,  1  will  be  thy  deftriiftipn.  Yea  though  I 
walk  through  the  valley  of  the  fhadow  of  death,  I  will  fear  nq 
<vil :  for  thou  art  with  me,  thy  rod  and  thy  ftafi^  they  cpm* 
fiort  me." 
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Rev.  xxH.  2. — In  the  mdjl  of  thefireet  of  'ityond  ofeithetfiJe 
of  the  river ^  was  there  the  tree  of  life ^  which  hare  twelve  man^ 
ner  offrtdts^  and  yielded  her  fruit  every  month)  and  the  leaves 
of  the  tree  were  for  the  healing  of  the  nation  u 

THE  THIRD  SERMON  ON  THIS  TEXT. 


I  Gave  this  general  or  comprehcnfivc  doflrine  frohi  the 
words*  Th^  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is  a  fertile  and  medici^ 
nal  tree  J  planted  by  his  Father  in  the  city  of  the  New^Tejiatnent 
church  J  for  the  behefit  of  the  ftarving  and  difeafed  nations  of  the 
earth. 

I      1. 1  Spake  a  little  of  this  tree  of  life. 

II.  Of  the  fituation  of  this  tree  in  the  city  of  God  ; 
it  IS  faid  tb  be  in  the  midji  of  the  Jireety  and  on  each  Jide  of  tl>e 
river. 

III.  Of  the  fertility  of  this  ti;ee  ;  it  hears  twelve  manner  of 
fruits ^  and  yields  fruit  every  month*     I  come  now  to, 

IV.  The  fourth  thin^  in  the  method,  which  was,  Xofpeak 
of  the  medicinal  quality  of  the  tree  of  life  ;  his  very  leaves  are  fo\r 
the  heating  'tfthe  nation f. 

Now,  if  time  wo^ild  allow,  I  might  here  fhew,  i.  Whom 
are  we  to  underftand  by  the  nations  ?  2.  What  are  the  di- 
fcafcs  of  the  nations  ?  3.  What  are  thefe  leaves  of  the  tree, 
ibat  are  for  the  healing  of  the  nations  ?  4.  How  does  it  ap- 
pear that  thefe  leaves  are  ordained  for  the  healing  of  thr  na- 
tions ?     lean  ohly  glance  at  thefe  particulars. 

Firfli  Whom  are  we  to  underftand  by  the  nations  i  I  an- 
swer in  a  word.  By  the  nations  we  are  to  underftand  all  that 
fevefr  fprUng  of  Adam,  every  creature  endued  with  a  reafonablc 
foui>  whether  of  JeW  or  Gc;ntile.  "  Go"  fays  Chrift,  «  and 
preach  the  gofpel  to  every  creature"  without  exception,  "  Go 
and  teach  all  nations,"  &c.  Go  and  tell  them,  that  I  who 
am  the  tree  of  life,  am  ordained  for  their  ufe,  and  there  is 
fruit  enough  in  me,  and  life  enough  in  me,  for  every  one  of 
them.  He  is  ordained  a  Saviour  for  loft  (inncrs.  Although 
1  am  not  for  univerfal  redemption,  I  am  for  an  univerfal  Sa- 
2  viour 
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iriour  in  the  offer  of  the  gofpcl :  "  God  fo  loved  the  world, 
that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whofoever  believeth 
in  him,  ftiould  not  pcrifh,  but  have  cvcrlafting  life/'  But  I 
conceive,  that  hfere,  in  a  particular  manner,  the  poor  Gentile 
liations  are  intended,  as  contradiftinguiflied  from  the  Jews : 
I  fay,  they,  or  rather  we  of  the  Gentile  nations,  are  in  a  par- 
ticular manner  intended,  becaufc  now,  under  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  difpcnfation,  Chrift  and  the  bteffings  of  his  gofpel  are 
no  more  confined  to  the  Jews ;  no,  the  boundary  is  broken 
down,  the  vail  of  ceremonies,  and  partition-wall  of  the  Mofaic 
ceconomy,  is  rent  and  pulled,  down ;  fo  that  "  life  and  im- 
mortality is  brought  to  light"  to  us,  as  well  as  to  them.  The 
poor  Gentiles  for  fome  thoufands  of  years  were  excluded  like 
aliens  and  foreigners  from  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael ;  and 
they,  when  hearing  of  Chrift,  the  tree  of  life,  might  be  ready 
to  lay,  Oh  can  we  have  any  benefit  by  the  tree  of  life  ?  O  yea 
(fays  the  Lord),  here  my  Chrift,  my  anointed  Redeemer,  is 
given  for  a  light  to  enlighten  the  Gentiles,  and  for  falvatioti 
to  all  the  ends  of  the  earth ;  his  leaves  are  for  the  healing  of  the 
nations. 

Secondly y  What  difeafes  do  the  nations  labour  under,  which! 
make  them  need  the  healing  leaves  of  this  blcffcd  tree  to  bfc 
brought  unto  them  ?  Anfwer  in  general,  ever  fince  the  fall  o£ 
Adam,  the  whole  nations  of  the  earth  have  been  juft  like  a 
great  hofpital  of  difeafed  perfons  over-run  with  a  loathfome 
leprofy,  '*  The  whole  head  is  fick,  and  the  whole  heart  faint : 
from  the  fole  of  the  foot  even  unto  the  head,  there  is  no  found- 
nefs  in  them ;  but  wounds,  and  bruifes,  and  putrifying  fores.'* 
And  if  you  ftill  afk  me,  what  is  to  be  underftood*  by  the  dif- 
eafes of  the  nations  ?  Anfw.  In  a  word,  it  is  juft  the  difeafe 
of  a  dc*praved  nature,  venting  itfelf  in  all  manner  of  fin  and 
wickednefs.  See  an  account  given  by  the  apoftle  of  the  ma- 
ladies of  the  Gentile  nations  before  die  revelation  of  Chrift, 
Eph.  ii.  I — 3.  I  Cor.  vi.  9 — 11.  Rom.  i.  21.  22.  &c.  to  the 
clofc  of  the  chapter.  So  then  you  fee  from  thefe  fcriptures, 
that  the  difeafe  of  the  nations  is  jiift  original  fin,  venting  it- 
felf in  all  manner  of  aftual  tranfgreifions.  Oh  Sirs,  fin  has 
diftempered  and  difordered  all  the  powers  of  our  foul,  and  all 
the  members  of  our  body  ;  it  has  blinded  the  mind,  hardened 
the  heart,  ftupified  the  confcience,  weakened'  ^he  memory, 
depraved  the  affeftions,  turned  them  quite  away  from  God, 
fcatcering  them  among  the  vanities  of  time ;  it  has  feparated 
us  from  the  Lord,  filled  us  with  enmity,  ignorance,  prile,  hy- 
pocrify,  malice,  and  every  evil.  In  a  word,  it  has  brought 
death  upon  us;  pale  death  is  upon  the  nations,  and  every  niaii 
fprung  of  Adam  by  nature  through  fin  :  "  By  one  man  fin  en- 
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tered  into  the  world,  and  death  by  (In  ;  and  fo  death  pafled 

upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have  finned,   ' 

Third/yy  What  are  we  to  underftand  by  the  leaves  that  arc 
for  the  healing  of  the  nations  ?  Anfw,  The  expreflion  im- 
ports, that  every  thing  in  Chrift  is  ufeful  and  beneficial.  The 
leaves  of  a  tree  are  reckoned  the  mod  unprofitable  thing  in  or 
about  it.  Well,  but  there  is  nothing  in  or  about  Chrift,  the 
tree  of  life,  that  can  be  wanted,  even  thefe  things  which  car- 
nal and  corrupt  reafon  makes  little  or  no  account  of :  his  per- 
fon,  his  natures,  his  offices,  hi?  appearances,  his  birth,  life, 
death,  refurredlion,  afc^nfion,  and  interceiTion ;  every  thing 
in  him  or  about  him  is  ufeful  and  profitable  to  the  peHihing 
foul,  when  viewed  in  the  light  of  the  word  and  Spirit  by  the 
e,ye  of  faith.  But  I  conceive,  that  by  the  leaves  of  the  tree, 
which  have  a  healing  virtue  upon  the  nations,  we  are  in  a 
particular  manner  to  underftand  the  doftrines,  promifes,  hifto- 
ries  of  his  holy  word,  by  which  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  and 
faith  in  Chrift,  is  wrought  among  the  nations  of  the  earth  : 
Pfal  cvii.  20.  "  He  fent  for^h  his  word,  ind  healed  them.'* 
The  word  accompanied  with  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  is 
**  the  power  of  God  unto  falvation,'*  Rom.  i.  i6.  By  the 
power  of  his  word  he  created  the  world,  and  gave  being  unto 
man  upon  earth  ;  and  by  tlie  power  of  his  word  of  truth  in  the 
gofpel,  he  **  creates  a  new  heaven,  and  a  new  earth,  wherein 
dwelleth  righteonfnefs."  By  the  word  of  the  gofpel  he 
worms  out  and  confumes  the  devil's  kingdom  in  the  world, 
and  in  the  hearts  of  finners  ;  by  this  weapon,  which  is  "  not 
carnal,  but  mjghty  through  God,  he  cafts  down  ftrong  holds 
and  high  imaginations,  that  exalt  themfelves  agalnft  the 
knowledge  of  God,  and  brings  every  thought  into  captivity 
to  the  obedience  of  Chrift.**  By  the  preaching  of  the  ever- 
lafling  gofpel,  in  the  miniftry  of  the  apoftles,  the  nations 
were  healed  of  their  idolatries,  fuperilitions,  errors,  and 
other  abominations  ;  as  we  fee  in  Ephefus,  where  they  were 
wholly  a#lifted  unto  idolatry,  worfhipping^he  goddefs  Diana, 
A£ls  xix.  27. 

Thus  you  fee  what  are  thefe  leaves  of  the  tree  of  life  that 
are  for  the  healing  of  the  nations,  even  the  truths  of  the  glo- 
rious and  everlafting  gofpel,  fcaitercd  among  the  nations  by 
the  miniftry  of  the  word. 

^ Fourthly y  How  doth  it  appear,  that  this  tree,  and  the  leave© 
of  it,  are  for  the  healing  of  the  nations. 

Afjfw.  I.  It  appears  from  fcripture- prophecy.    Jacob  upon^ 
his  deathbed  foretold,  that  the  gathering  of  the  nations  (hould 
be  unto  the  blefled  Shiloh.    So  likewife  in  If.  xi.  io.  we  have 
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a  prophecy  to  Ihic  fame  purpofe,  "  And  ii  that  day  there 
fhall  be  a  root  of  Jcffe,  which  fliall  (land  for  an  cnfign  of  the 
people ;  to  it  fhall  the  Gentiles  feek,  and  his  reft  fhall  be  glo- 
rious. It  was  propheficd  that  the  gofpel-trumpet  (hould  be 
blown,  not  only  in  the  land  of  Judah,  but  in  the  other  na- 
tions under  the  NewTcftamcnt:  If.  xxvii.  13.  **  And  it  fhall 
come  to  pafs  in  that  day,  that  the  great  trumpet  fhall  be  blown, 
and  they  fhall  come  which  were  ready  to  pcrifh  in  the  land 
of  Aflyria,  and  the  oiitcafts  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  ^nd 
(hall  worlhip  the  Lord  in  the  holy  mount  at  Jerufalem." 
What  elfe  is  this  but  the  fcactering  of  the  healing  leaves  of 
gofpel-truths  among  the  nations  ?*' 

2.  It  appears  from  fcripture-promifes,  particularly  the  pro- 
mifes  made  to  Abraham,  **  In  thee,  /.  e.  in  thy  feed,  viz.  in 
Ckrijl^  fhall  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  be  blefi^d."  Pfal. 
Ixxii.  17.  **  His  nam.e  fhall  endure  for  ever  :  his  name  fhall 
be  continued  as  long  as  the  fun  :  and  men  fhall  be  blelFed  in 
him ;  all  nations  fhall  call  him  blefled."  It  was  promifed 
that  he  fhould  be  a  **  a  light  to  Jighten  the  Gentiles,  and  his 
falvation  unto  all  the  ends  of  the  earth." 

3.  It  appears  from  the  commififion  given  unto  tlie  apoftles  of 
Chrift,  after  his  refurre£lion,  Matth.  xxviii.  19.  "  Go  ye  nnd 
teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father, 
and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.**  Mark  xvi.  15^ 
"  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gofpel  to  every 
creature."  So  Afts  i.  8.  "  Ye  fhall  be  witnefles  unto  me,  both 
in  Jerufalem,  and  in  all  Judea,  and  in  Samaria,  and  unto  the 
uttermoft  part  of  the  earth." 

4.  It  appears  from  the  obedience  that  the  apoftles  of  Chrift 
yielded  unto  this  comfnifTion.  They  afted  according  to  their 
inftruftion  they  received  from  their  great  Lord.  It  is  true, 
indeed,  the  apoftles  for  a  while  >f  ere  in  the  dark  anejit  the 
extent  of  the  gofpcl-ofFer  unto  the  Gentiles,  until  Peter's  vi- 
fion  of  the  beafts,  clean  and  unclean ;  but  after  that  they 
preached  the  gofpel,  without  any  diftinftion,  unto  Jew  and 
Gentile,  offering  Chrift,  and  preaching  his  healing  falutary 
truths,  unto  every  man  and  woman,  without  any  difference 
of  barbarian,  Scythian,  bond  or  free. 

5.  It  is  evident  from  the  a£tual  healing  of  many  among  the 
Gentile  nations,  by  the  leaves  of  this  blcfled  tree.  Rev.  vii. 
4.  we  read  of  "  an  hundred  and  forty  and  four  thoufand 
fealed  (or  healed)  among  the  tribes  of  Ifrael :"  but;  ver.  9. 
among  the  reft  of  the  nations,  "  a  great  multitude,  which 
no  man  could  number,  of  all  nations,  and  kindreds,  and  people, 
and  tongues,  flood  before  the  throne/ and  before  the  Lamb, 
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clothed  with  white  robes,  and  palms  in  their  hands;  crying 
with  a  loud  voice,  faying,  Salvation  to  our  God  which  fitteth 
upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever."-** 
Now,  from  all  thefe  it  is  abundantly  clear,  that  the  leaves  of 
the  tree  of  life  arc  ordained  and  dcfigned  for  the  healing  of  the 
nations,     , 

V.  Tht  fifth  thing  in  che  method  is  the  appiication*  And 
ihtfirjt  ufe  fliall  be  in  a  few  inferences  from  the  whole. 

1,  Then,  from  what  has  been  faid  about  this  tree  of  life, 
we  may  fee  that  Faradife  is  again  opened  and  regained  for  us 
by  the  fecond  Adam,  to  great  advantage.  You  know  imme^ 
diately  upon  tjie  fall  of  Adam,  he  was  turned  out  of  Paradife, 
and  "  Cherubims,  with  a  flaming  fword,  turned  every  way, 
to  keep  the  way  of  the  tree  of  life,*'  Gen.  iii.  But  here  in 
my  text  Paradife  is  opened,  the  tree  of  life  is  declared  accef- 
fible,  his  fruit  being  ordained  for  the  fee/ding,  and  hia  leaves 
for  the  healing  of  the  nations.  ^  In  a  word,  "  life  and  immor- 
tality is  brought  to  light  through  Chrift"  to  loft  finuers,  who 
were  (hut  out  and  banifhed  from  the  prefencc  of  God.  And 
if  you  fliould  alk  me,  How  comes  this  about  ?  the  anfwer  is. 
That  Chrift,  as  the  fecond  Adam,  by  his  blood  quenched  the 
flaming  fword  of  juftLce,  the  flames  of  God's  anger  arc 
quenched  through  the  fatisfying  blood  of  Jefus,  and  t}iere« 
upon  God  cafts  open  the  gates  of  Paradife,  he  opens  a  new 
and  living  way  to  glory. 

2.  See  wh^t  a  glorious  and  excellent  fociety  the  church  of 
God  is,  even  the  church  militant,  which  is  but  a  faint  em* 
blem  of  what  the  church  triumphant  will  be.  IJut  I  fay,  even 
the  church  militant  is  a  happy  place  ;  why,  you  fee  here  that 
(he  is  the  garden  of  God,  there  grows  the  tree  of  life  y  with  his 
fwelve  manner  of  fruits  y  yielding  fruit  every  month;  there  the 
tree  of  life  (hakes  and  drops  his  fruit ;  there  his  leaves  are  to 
be  found  for  the  healing  of  the  nations  ;  there  flows  **  the  pura 
xivcr  of  water  of  life,  which  makes  glad  the  city  of  God."  It 
is  faid  of  the  earthly  Paradife,  Gen.  ii.  lo.  that  "  a  river  went 
out  of  Eden  to  water  the  garden,  and  parted  into  four  fireams.^ 
Well,  here  is  a  far  better  river,  even  the  water  of  life,  and  the 
various  ftreams  of  the  influences  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  And 
then,  in  the  defcription  of  the  earthly  Paradife,  we  are  told 
that  gold  was  there,  and  that  the  gold  was  good,  and  there  was 
hdellium^  and  the  onyx-Jiane.  This  is  much  n;ore  true  of  the 
church  ot  God  ;  there  is  gold  tried  in  ibefirsy  gold  far  better 
than  the  gold  of  Ophir.  O  what  a  happy  and  priviWged  place 
is  the  church  of  God !  "  Glorious  things  are  fpoktn  of  thee, 
Q  gity  of  God,     beautiful  for  fuuation,  the  joy  of  the  whole 
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earth  IS  mount  Zion  :  out  of  her  the  perfedion  of  beauty,  God 
Jiath  (hined  ;  he  is  known  in  her  palaces  for  a  refuge*" 

3.  See  hence  what  a  glorious,  exctllent,  fufficient,  and  fuit- 
.able  Saviour  Chrift  is;  he  is  the  tree  of  life,  the  fountain  of 
Jife,  in  whom  ail  our  well-fprings  arc  ?  "  As  the  Father  hath 
life  in  himfelf,  fo  hath  he  given  to  the  Son,  as  Mediator^  to 
have  hfe  in  himfelf."  He  has  twelve  manner  of  fruits,  fuited 
unto  the  various  necefSties  of  loft  finners,  ready  for  ufe  at  all 
jtimeSf  and  in  all  cafes  :  "  In  him  dwclleth  all  the  fulncfs  of 
the  Godhead  bodily  :**  and  whatever  be  our  foul-difeafes, 
there  is  a  fuitable  remedy  for  us  in  him  :  "  his  leaves  are  for 
the  healing  of  the  nations."  So  that,  1  fay,  Chrift  i^  a  fuitable 
juid  fufficient  Saviour ;  **  fuch  an  high  Pricft  became  us,"  he 
is  excellently  calculate  to  our  neceflity  :  whatever  hurt  or  pre- 
judice we  fuftained  by  eating  of  the  forbidden  ifruit,  there  is 
now  a  fuitable  antidote  provided  in  thi#  bleffed  tree  of  life. 

4.  See  what  excellent  perfon^  believers  are.  Why,  they  arc 
the  branches  and  twigs  of  the  tree  of  life  :  "  I  am  the  vmc, 
ye  are  the  branches  :  and  all  the  branches  derive  their  excel- 
lency, moiflnre,  and  fruit  from  the  root  upon  which  they 
grow.  O  happy  they,  who,  by  the  Spirit  and  faith,  are  cut 
off  from  the  root  of  the  firft  Adam,  and  graffed  into  hira, 
joined  to  the  Lord,  and  one  Spirit  with  him  !  Hence  belie- 
vers are  called  '.*  trees  of  righteoufnefs,  the  planting  of  the 
Lord,  that  he  might  be  glorified." 

5.  See  hence  the  excellency  of  the  gofp^I,  which  makes  a 
difcovery  of  the  tree  of  life,  apd  brings  his  fruit  and  feaves  to 
the  nations  of  the  earth.  O  bleffed  are  the  people  that  know 
this  joyful  found  by  the  gofpel,  the  myftery  which  was  hid 
from  ages  and  generations  is  revealed.  What  a  happinefs  is 
it  that  pur  lot  is  caft  in  a  day  and  time  of  the  world,  wherein 
the  paradife  of  God  is  opened,  and  the  tree  of  life  difcovered 
by  the  gofpel  unto  the  poor  Gentiles,  who,  for  fo  many  age« 
and  generations,  were  •*  aliens  to  the  commonwealth  of  if- 
rael,  and  ftrangers  to  the  covenants  of  promife." 

6.  See  from  what  has  been  faid,  the  ncctflity  and  excellency 
cf  the  grace  of  faith.  Why,  the  tree  of  lite,  though  it  be 
growing  in  the  midft  of  our  ftreets,  yet  cannot  be  difccrned 
without  faith.  Faith  is  the  eye  of  the  foul  that  looks  unto 
him,  and  difcerns  him ;  f^ith  is  tlie  mouth  of  the  foul  that 
cats  fruit,  it  is  the  hand  of  the  foul  that  takes  of  his  healing 
leaves,  and  applies  him  for  curing  the  difeafcs  of  the  foul.  In 
a  word,  without  faith  we  can  reap  no  benefit  by  Chriit.  O 
Sirs,  pray  for  the  faith  of  God's  operation,  for  that  faith  which 
is  wrought  by  the  word  and  Spine  o(  God. 

-    7.  See  hence  the  neceiiity  ci  the  Spirit,  in  order  to  the  ap- 
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plication  of  Chrift;  for  the  river  waters  the  whole  city,  and 
conveys  the -fruits  of  the  tree  of  life ;  "  he  (hall  teftify  of  me, 
he  {hall  receive  of  mine,  and  fliali  (hew  it  unto  you/*  O  pray 
much  for  the  Spirit,  plead  the  promife,  "  I  will  pour  wa- 
ter upon  him  that  is  thirfty,  and  floods  upon  the  dry  ground : 
1  will  pour  my  Spirit  upon  thy  itt^^  ^d  my  bleffing  upon 
thine  offspring/' 

8.  See  hence  how  inexcufable  unbelief  is,  and  how  jullly 
they  periih,  who  remain  in  unbelief  within  the  bofom  of  the 
vifible  church  where  Chrift  is  preached.  Why,  they  have  the 
remedy  at  hand  fuited  unto  their  fours  neceflity,  and  yet  de- 
fpife  ic :  the  way  to  the  tree  of  life  is  opened,  yea,  the  tree  of 
life  is  en  eachftde  of  the  river ^  and  in  the  midfi  ofihejireet^  as  it 
were  reaching  out  his  feeding  fruit  and  healing  leaves  unto 
them,  purfuing  them  with  the  offers  of  his  grace  and  love  5 
and  yet  "  they  will  not  come  unto  him  for  life/'  O  Sirs, 
confider  it  for  the  Lord's  fake:  •*  How  (hall  we  efcape  if  we 
negleft  fo  great  a  falvation  ?" 

The  fecond  ufe  of  this  doftrine  (hall  be  by  way  of  trial  and 
examination.  Sirs,  you  have  been  in  the  ftreets  ami  broad 
ways  of  the  city  of  God,  of  the  New  Tellament  church, 
where  the  tree  of  life  grows  and  flourifhes  ;  1  mean,  yoii  have 
been  attending  upon  the  ordinances  of  divine  appointmenr, 
where  Chrift  is  to  be  met  with ;  and  therefore,  I  alk,  What 
knowledge  or  acquaintance  have  you  with  the  tree  of  life  ? 
More  particularly, 

I.  Allow  me  to  aflc,  Has  tlie  life  of  the  tree  of  life  ever 
entered  into  thy  foul  ?  The  life  of  Jefus  is  the  Hfe  of  the 
believer  :  "  I  live  :  yet  not  I,  but  Chrift  liveth  in  me.  And  if 
you  have  any  thing  of  the  life  of  the  tree  of  life  in  you,  you 
will  never  content  yourfelves  with  art  empty  profeflion,  un- 
kfs  you  be  fruitful  like  the  tree  of  life ;  there  arc  no  barren 
branches  growing  upon  this  tree  of  life ;  no,  no,  your  fruit 
will  be  unto  holiriefs,  you  will  breathe  after  the  holinefs  of  ths 
Head,  likenefs  to  him  in  all  hisimitableperfedlions.  The  little 
holinefs  that  is  among  profeflbrs  at  this  day,  is  a  fad  evidence, 
that  there  are  but  few  of  us  that  were  ever  grafFed  into  this 
bielVed  tree  of  life.  If  you  have  life  from  the  tree  of  life, 
you  will  be  careful  to  maintain  that  life  you  have  got  in 
and  from  him.  Nature  has  a  liking  to  every  thing  that 
tends  to  pieferve  life  ;  fo  will  it  be  with  you,  you  will  de- 
light in  the  lively  oracles  and  ordinances  ;  "  one  day  in  his 
courts  will  be  better  than  a  thoufand  :"  fin,  which  is  hurtful  to 
your  life,  will  be  a  heavy  burden,  you  will  avoid  it  as  prejudi- 
cial to  your  life.  ^ 

2.^1  aik  you  for  triiil,  Have  you  been  overftiadovircd  with 
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the  fpreading  branches  of  this  tree  of  life  ?  for,  as  you  heard, 
the  trte  of  life  extends  its  branches  to  every  corner  of  the 
city.  Now,  can  you  fay,  with  the  fpoufci,  Cant.  ii.  3.  **  I  fat 
down  under  his  (hadow  with  great  delight  ?"  When  thy  foul 
was  like  to  be  fcorchcd  with  the  fire  of  God's  wrath,  with 
the  fire  of  afflidion,  or  with  the  fiery  darts  of  Satan,  or 
the  fire  of  an  awakened  confcience,  what  was  it  that  afford- 
ed thee  cafe  and  relief  ?  were  thine  eyes  opened  to  behold 
the  tree  of  life,  and  waft  rhou  determined  by  faith  t6  fhdl- 
ter  thy  perifhing  foul  under  the  (hadow  of  his  obedience 
unto  the  death,  under  the  (hadow  of  his  interceffion,  under 
the  (hadow  of  his  faithfulnefs  cjngaged  in  the  word  of  pro- 
mife  ?  Did  thou  take  up  Chrift,  the  tree  of  life,  "  as  an 
hiding-place  from  the  ftorm,  and  a  covert  from  the  tempeft  ?" 
and  did  thy  foul  flee  for  refuge  unto  him,  renouncing  all  other 
refuges  as  lying  refuges,  faying,  "  O  this  is  my  reft,  here  will 
I  dwell :  in  the  Lord  have  1  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength,'^  and 
here  will  I.  (belter,  ' 

3.  I  a(k,  Whether  any  of  the  ftreams  of  the  river,  which 
^  run  under  and  among  the  branches  of  the  tree,  of  life,  have 

flowed  in  upon  thy  foul  ?  My  meaning  is,  Has  the  Spirit 
of  Chrift  entered  into  thy  foul  ?  "  I  will  put  my  fpirit  within 
them,"  faith  the  Lord.  And  if  fo,  the  Spirit  will  be  in  you 
as  "  a  well  of  water  fpringing  up  into  everlafting  life."  The 
Spirit  of  Jefus  in  the  foul,  is  Irke  a  living  well,  having  a 
fpring  at  the  bottom  whereby  it  is  fupplied  with  water,  and 
this  living  fpring  within  thee- will  be  ballering  up  fome  good 
thing  or  other  ;  for  "  a  good  man  out  of  the  good  treafure  of 
his  heart,  bringeth  forth  good  things'"  Hence  David,  Pfal. 
xlv.  I.  fays,  "  My  heart  indites,  or  boils,  a  good  matter  ;''  and 
then  it  follows,  "  My  tongue  is  as  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer." 
The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  within  thee  will  be  cafting  up  good 
things  of  Chrift  •,  fothat  you  will  be  ready  to  fay,  "  My  medita- 
tion of  him  (hall  be  fweet  j"  fome  adlings  of  faith,  love,  repent- 
ance, hope,  and  the  like  :  and  theie  will  boil  up  into  good  wor  's 
and  adions ;  fo  that  your  tongue  will  plead  his  caufe,  and  lend 
in  a  word  for  the  Lord,  and  your  hands  will  be  ready  to  work 
for  him,  and  your  feet  to  run  his  errands  :  **  I  will  run  the  way 
of  thy  commandments,  when  thou  (halt  enlarge  my  heart.'* 
Pfal*  cxix.  32. 

4.  1  a(k.  What  think  ye  of  the  fruits  of  the  tree  of  life  ? 
for,  as  you  heard,  he  hears  twelve  manner  of  fruits  ^  and  yields 

fruit  every  month.  Can  you  fay,  with  the  fpoufe,  that  you 
not  only  *^  fat  dovpn  under  his  (hadow  with  great  delight,  but 
his  fruit  was  fweet  to  your  taftc  ?"  and  fo  fweet,  that  you 
could  not  but  crv  ovi£  tD   vour  fellow  Car  1  ft  ians,  and  fay, 
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•'  O  tafte  and  fee  that  the  Lord  is  good :  Come  and  hcat^ 
aTI  ye  that  fcaf  God,  and  I  will  declare  what  he  hath  done 
for  my  foul  ?"  There  is  fuch  a  fwcetnefs  in  the  fruits  of 
his  incarnation,  obedience,  death,  rcfurrcftion,  and  afcen- 
fion,  that,  when  it  is  tafted  by  th^  mouth  of  faith,  it  goes' 
down  fweetly  through  all  the  powers  of  the  foul,  like  new 
wine,  and  makes  the  lips  of  them  that  are  aflccp  to  fing. 
You  who  go  .to  a  communion- table,  to  word,  facraments, 
and  prayer,  and  yet  never  tafte  of  the  fruit  of  the  tree  of 
life,  you  arc  juft  like  the  Egyptian  mummies,  which  arc 
juft  the  bodies  of  the  dead  embalmed,  which  they  would 
keep  for  four  or  f^ve  hundred  years  befide  them  :  they 
brought  thefe  embalmed  bodies  of  their  anccftors  tO'  their 
table,  fet  them  upon  their  chairs,  when  at  meat.  Thefe  are  a 
lively  emblem  of  fome  profeflbrs  of  religion,  they  fit  at  the  table 
like  others,  they  keep  their  feat,  but  they  never  eat  of  the  fruit 
of  the  tree  of  life  by  faith ;  and  **  except  ye  eat  the  flcQi  of 
the  Son  of  man,  and  drink  his  blood,  ye  have  no  life  in, you.*' 

0  Sirs,  will  you  tell  me,  is  Chrift  your  daily  food  ?  Is  his  fle(h 
good  cheer  ?  is  his  blood  like  cooling  water  to  refrefli  you  ?  Is 
it  thy  daily  exercife  to  pluck  and  eat  the  fruits  of  hi^  death,  rc- 
furrcffion,  and  interceflion  ? 

5.  What  healing  or  medicinal  virtue  have  you  found  in  the 
leaves  of  the  tree,  whith  are  for  the  healing  of  the  nations  ? 

1  told  you,  that  by  the  leaves  of  the  tree  6f  life,  I  underftand 
his  healing  word  ;  *^  He  fent  forth  his  word,  and  healed 
them  ;*'  becaufe,  as  the  fruits  of  a  tree  lie  among  the  leaves, 
fo  Chrift,  and  all  the  fruits  of  his  obedience  unto  death, 
a:nd  of  his  refurre£lion  and  afcenfion,  are  wrapped  up  in 
his  word  of  grace  and  truth  in  this  gofpel.  Now,  thcii, 
I  a(k.  What  leaves  have  you  gathered  and  applied  on  this 
pr  other  occafions  ?  Can  you  fay,  **  He  fent  forth  his  word, 
and  healed  me  ?"  fuch  a  word  came  home  with  power  upon 
my  foul,  which  was  like  health  and  marrow  to  niy  bones. 
I  was  dead  and  dull,  and  lifclefs,  but  he  fent  forth  fuch  a 
word  and  quickened  me.  I  was  wrapped  about  with  dark-* 
nefs,  but  he  fent  forth  his  word,  and  "  the  ;entrancSc  of 
his  word  gave  light  unto  me."  I  was  bewildered  in  point 
of  duty,  but  his  word  came  and  direfted  me,  fo  that  it 
was  like  a  pillar  of  cloud  and  fire,  to  tell  me  how  to  direft 
my  fteps  •,  he  caufed  me  to  **  hear  a  voice  behiwd  me,  fiitying. 
This  is  the  way,  walk  ye  in  it.'*  I  was  ftraitencd  in  fpirit,  fo 
that  I  could  not  hear,  read,  pray,  meditate,  or  cottimuni-. 
cate ;  but  O  he  fent  forth  fuch  a  leaf,  fuch  a  word,  •  and 
then  "  my  foul  Was  enlarged  to  run  the  way  of  his  com- 
mandnienis."  My  heart  was  like  to  fink  with  forrow  and  hea- 

2  vinefs. 
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iincfs,  but  he  fent  forth  his  word  and  cxhilcrate  me  ;  "  God 
hath  fpoken  in  his  holincfs,  I  will  rejoice."  Thus,  I. fay,  fee 
what  healing  virtue  you  have  found  coming  in  by  the  leaves  of 
tlie  tree  of  life  into  thy  foul. 

6.  When  you  get  leave  by  faith  to  feed  upon  his  fruity 
and  to  apply  his  leaves,  you  will  juft  think  yourfelves  iii 
Paradife,  yea,  in  a  better  Paradife  than  Adam  was  in,  when 
in  the  garden  of  Eden.  O  it  will  be  the  very  pleafure  of 
your  life,  and  the  joy  of  your  heart,  to  be  viewing  thfe  pleafant 
tree  of  life,  and  to  be  rejoicing  now  and  then  plucking  of  his 
fruit  in  the  ftreets  or  ordinances  of  his  appointmetit :  we 
arc  **  filled  with  joy  and  peace  in  believing.  Whom  having 
not  fcen,  we  love ;  in  whom  though  now  we  fee  him  not,  yet 
believing,  we  rejoice  with  joy  unfpeakable,  and  full  of  g^ofy^* 
David  found  fuch  pleafure  in  viewing  this  tree  of  life  by  faiths 
that  it  was  the  ofie  thing  that  he  **  defired,  to  VeholJ  the 'beau- 
ty of  the  Lord,  and  to  inquire  in  his  temple  ;  yea^  one  day  irf 
his  courts  was  to  him  better'than  a  thoufahd:  he  choo/ed xzihct 
to  be  a  dooi*- keeper  in  thehoufe  of  the  Lord;  thaki  to  dwell  iii 
the  tents  of  wickednefs." 

The  third  ufe  of  this  doftrine  (hall  be  oi  £xtortatiofi. 

Fir/l,  Unto  all  in  general.  O  Sirs,  will  ye  conic  to  the 
tree  of  life,  for  the  gates  of  Paradife  arc  openicd  again* 
**  Ho,  every  one  .that  thirffelh,  cohie,  and  he  that  hath  no 
money,  let  him  come ;  and  wholbevei'  will,  let  him  come« 
and  takfc  of  the  fruit  of  the  tree  of  life  freely.*'  O  deadf 
iinners,  will  you  come  unto  'Chrift,  for  hi  is  the  tree  of 
life :  and  this  is  God's  record  unto  you,  *'  that  he  hath  giveii 
to  us  eternal  life:  arid  this  life  is  in  his  Son."  O  ftarvirig 
finners,  come  arid  eat  freely  and  liberally  of  the  fruit  of  the 
tree  of  life,  for  he  bears  twelve  manner  of  ftuitSy  and  yields 
his  fruit  every  month  ;  he  has  fruit  eribugh  and  to  fparc.  O . 
difeafed  finners,  that  are  pining  away  in  youir  iniq.uities, 
come  to  the  tree  of  life  and  be  healed,  for'  his  leaves  are  for 
the  healing  of  the  nations.  O  Cflncts,  who  are  fcorchcd  and 
burnt  up  with  the  heat  of  divine  wrdth,  or  with  the  fire  of  an 
awakened  confcicnce,  come  atid  (heltet  yourfelves  under  the 
fprcading  boughs  of  the  tree  of  life  j  fit  down  uridcr  his  (ha- 
dow ;  for  he  is  **  a  (hadow  froril  the  heat,  and  a  hiding-place 
from  the  dorm." 

Mot.  I.  Confider  what  life  is  to  be  had  by  coming  to  this 
tree  of  life  5  a  life  of  juftificatlon,  fanftification,  cdnfolation, 
and  of  eternal  glory  \  a  divine  life,  a  royal  life,  a  heavenly  life, 
a  growing  life,  an  immortal  life^  all  which  I  fpoke  to  iri  the 
doSrinal  part. 

Mot.  2.  Confider  what  an  "excellent  defence  thou  (halt 
Vol.  L  3  R  find 
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find  under  the  fliadow  of  this  tree.  Here  thou  (halt  find 
a  jdcfencc,  (i.)  Againft  the  wrath  of  an  angry  God,  who 
n  2,  confuming  fire.  Our  Jefus,  he  favcth  from  the  wrath  to 
come.  God  declares  fury  is  not  in  him  againft  any  foul  that 
will  come  und^r  the  fhadow  of  his  righteoufnefs.  (2.)  Here 
thou  wilt  find  fhelter  againft  the  rage  of  Satan.  The  devil 
muft  take  away  the  life  of  the  tree  of  life,  he  muft  cut  him 
down  again,  and  pluck  oiFhis  leaves,  before  he  can  win  at  the 
foul  that  is  under  his  ihadow.  {3.)  From  the  fury  of  men  ;  he 
fays,  John  xvi.  33.  **  In  me  ye  (hall  have  peace.  In  the  world 
ye  fball  have  tribulation  :  but  be  of  good  cheer,  I  have  over- 
come the  world." 

Mot.  y  Confider  the  excellent  qualities  of  the  fruit  of  the 
tree  of  hfe.  ( i.)  It  is  pleafant  fruit,  fweet  to  the  taftc.  Cant. 
ii.  3.  None  of  the  trees  of  Paradife  yielded  fruit  like  that 
Which  grows  in  the  midft  of  the  New  Teftament  Para- 
dife. (2O  It  is  profitable  fruit ;  it  **  cheereth  the  heart  of  God 
and  man."  God  fmelt  a  fweet  favour  in  his  death,  and  *'  he 
is  well  pleafed  for  his  righteoufnefs  fake :"  and  it  cheers  the 
heart  of  the  believer  who  eats  of  it,  puts  more  gladnefs  in 
his  heart,  than  the  wicked  can  have  in  the  greateft  abun- 
dance bt  their  corn  and  win®.  (3.)  It  is  plentiful  fruit. 
Come  a;id  cat  thy  fill,  even  to  fatiety;  nothing  will  he 
miflcd,  the  tree  is  Ibaden.  (4.)  There  is  variety  of  fruits 
in  this  tree.  Some  fruit-trees  they  bear  plenty  of  one  kind 
of  fruits;  but  here  is  the  excellency  of  this  tree,  that  it 
has  twelve  manner  of  fruits^  fruits  of  all  forts,  adapted  to 
the  neceflity  of  the  foul.  (5.)  The  fruits  of  the  tree  of 
life  are  permanent  and  perennial,  always  continuing ;  for  it 
brings  forth  fruit  ever^j  months  every  feafon.  (6.)  It  is  nou- 
fifhing  fruit.  By  the  fruit  of  this  tree,  the  foul^is  made  to  grow, 
and  "  go  from  ftrength  to  ftrength,  until  it  appear  before  the 
XiOrd  in  Zion." 

Mot.  4.  Take  a  view  of  the  leaves  of  the  tree,  apd  let 
this  invite  you  to  come  to  it  in  a  way  of  beKeving,  They 
are  for  the  healing  of  the  nations.  What  is  thy  difeafe,  O 
finner  ?  Be  what  it  will,  thou  (halt  find  a  leaf  of  .this  tree  for 
thy  healing,  (i.)  Art  thou  a  blind  finner?  Well,  here  is 
a  leaf  of  the  tree  fuited  unto  thy  difeafe,  Pfal.  cxlvi.  8. 
«*  The  Lord  openeth  the  eyes  of  the  blind."  Rev.  iii.  18.  "  I 
counfel  theeito  buy  of  me  eye-falve,  that  thou  mayft  fee.'*  (2.) 
Art  thou  deaf,  that  thou  cannot  hear  the  voice  of  God  in  his 
word  or  rod  ?  Well,  here  is  a  leaf  of  the  tree  of  life  for  heal- 
ing thy  difeafe.  If.  xxxv.  5. — "  The  ears  of  the  deaf  fliall  be 
unftopped.**  John  v.  25.  "  The  hour  is  coming,  and  now  is, 
when  the  dead  (hall  hear  the  voice,  of  the  Son  of  God  :  and 

they 
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they  that  hear  (hall  live/'  (3.)  Art  thou  ^  lame  finner, 
that  cannot  walk  in  the  Lord's  way  ?  Here  is  a  leaf  for 
thee,  If.  XXXV.  6.  "  Then  (hall  the  lame  man  leap  as  an 
hart:"  then,  viz.  when  the  gofpel  fh all  be  preached  among 
the  nations  for  their  healing.  ^4.)  Art  thou  a  dumb  fin- 
.  ncr,  that  thou  cannot  fpeak  a  word  in  the  matters"  of  God, 
cannot  pray,  nor  praife  ?  Well,  here  is  a  leaf  for  thy  dif- 
cafc.  If.  XXXV.  6. — "  The  tongue  of  the  dumb  (hall,  fing."  Art 
thou  a  hard-hearted  (inner?  is  this  thy  difcafe,  that  thou 
finds  thy  heart  like  an  adamant  in  thy  bread  ?  Well,  there 
is  a  leaf  for  thee,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  26.  "  A  new  heart  will  I  give 
you,  and  a  new  fpirit  will  I  put  within  you,  and  I  will  take 
away  the  ftony  heart  out  of  your  fle(h,  and  I  will  give  you  an* 
heart  of  fle(h.*'  Haft  thou  a  foul  polluted  confcience  in  thy 
brcaft,  that  is  defiled  with  the  guilt  of  (in  ?  Well,  here  is  a  leaf 
for  thee,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  25.  "I  will  fprinkle  clean  water  upon 
you,  and  ye  (hall  be  clean  :  from  all  your  (ilthinefs,  and  from 
all  your  idols  will  I  cleanfe  you."  Zech«  xiii.  c.  ^Mn  that  day 
there  (hall  be  a  fountain  opened  to  the  houfe  of  David,  and  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  for  fin,  and  for  unclean nefs."— 
1  John  i.  7.  "  The  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift  his  Son  cleanfcth  us 
from  all  fin,"  Is  prevailing  corruption,  atheifm,  unbelief,  en- 
mity, thy  difeafe  ?  Well,  here  is  a  leaf  for  thee,  Mic.  vii.  19. 
**  I  will  fubdue  your  iniquities.*'  Rom.  vi.  14.  "  Sin  (hall  not 
have  dominion  over  you :  for  ye  are  not  under  the  law,  but  under 
grace."  Is  thy  foul,  like  the  mountains  of  Gilboa;^  dry,  wither- 
ed like  the  ground  for  want  of  rain  ?  Here  is  a  leaf  for  thee. 
If.  xliv.  3.  "  I  will  pour  water  upon  him  that  is  thirfty,  and 
floods  upon  the  dry  ground.'*  Art  thou  troubled  with  a  reftlefs- 
nefs  of  fpirit,  that  thou  cannot  find  reft  in  any  thing  ?  Here  is 
'a  leaf  for  thee,  If.  xi.  10.—"  To  him  (hall  the  Gentiles  feek, 
and  his  reft  (hall  be  glorious.*^  Matth.  xi.  28.  **  Come  unto  me 
all  ye  that  labour,  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  reft." 
Art  thou  troubled  with  a  fainting  of  thy  fpirit  in  the  Lord's 
way  ?  Well,  here  is  a  leaf  for  th^,  If.  xl.  29,  "  He  giveth 
power  to  the  faint-,  and  to  them  thjtt  have  no  might,  he  increa- 
feth  ftrength."  Thus  you  fee  that  in  the  tree  of  life  there  is 
a  leaf  for  every  difeafe. 

Mj>t.  5.  Confider,  that  as  the  tree  of  life  is  calculate  to 
thy  neceility,  fo  it  is  ordained  for  thy  ufe,  and  for  the  ufe  of 
every  fmner  that  will  niake  ufe  of  it  by  faith,  John  iii.  14. 
1^.  16.  He  is  given  to  us  :  If.  ix,  6.  *^  Unto  us  a  fon  is  gi- 
ven." Whatever  he  is  as  Mediator,  that  he  is  unto  us.  la 
he  a  faviour?  it  is  to  them  that  are  loft.  I?  he  a  prophet  r 
it  is  to  teach  the  ignorant.  Is  he  a  prieft  ?  a  prieft  is  ordain- 
ed for  men.     Is  he  a  king  ?  it  is  that  he  may  conquer  and 
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captivate,  rule  and  govern  us.  Is  he  a  phyfictan  ?  it  is  that 
he  may  heal  the  difeafed.  Is  he  a  (hepherd  ?  it  is  that  ho 
may  feed  ys  in  his  pafture.  Is  he  a  door  ?  it  is  that  we  may 
enter  by  him  unto  God*  Is  he  a  foundation  ?  it  is  that 
we  may  build  upon  him.  Is  he  meat  ?  it  is  that  we  may 
feed  on  him.  Is  he  drink  ?  it  is  for  the  poor  foul  that  is  ia 
want  of  falvation,  as  a  thirfty  man  is  in  want  of  water.  TbuSy 
whatever  he  is  as  Mediator,  that  he  is  unto  us ;  '^  he  is 
made  of  God  unto  us  wifdoin,  righteoufnefs,  fan£tification^ 
and  redemption." 

M<iU  6.  Confider,  that  this  tree  is  acceffible  5  for  he  is  in 
the  midft  of  ibeJtreeU  And  though  he  be  highly  ^xajted,  and 
lifted  up  above  the  heavens,  yet  his  boughs  ftoopi  and  bead 
down  to  the  very  ground,  that  thp  hand  of  faith  may  reach 
his  fruits  and  leaves,  Rom.  x.  6 — 8.  Yea,  not  only  doth  he 
bend  his  boughs,  to  make  his  fruit  and  his  leaves  accefQble ; 
hut  he  (hakes  and  drops  his  fruit  to  you  in  the  valley  of  vifioni 
and  makes  it  to  fall  about  our  tent-doors,  juft  as  he  did  the 
inanna  about  the  tents  of  IfraeL  O  then  put  forth  th^  hand 
of  faith  and  gather. 

Mot.  7*  Tqu  are  not  only  invited,  but.  commanded  to  eat 
the  fruit,  and  apply  the  leaves  of  the  tree  by  faith.  This  is  the 
very  work  of  God  which  he  requires  of  you,  *^  This  is  his 
commandment,  that  we  ihould  believe  on  the  name  of  his 
Son  Jefus  Chrift."  There  is  a  call,  that  every  one  that  hears 
of  Chrift  fhould  a*ake  ufe  of  him  \  and  if  ye  do  not  com- 
ply, ye  difobey  the  great  God,  in  the  great^ft  command 
that  ever  he  iifued  out  to  men ;  it  is  not  left  pptional ; 
DO,  concluded  you  are  under  a  law  to  take  the  fruits  of  thi^ 
tree* 

MoU  8.  Tpu  will  die  except  you  eat  of  the  fruit  of  the  tree 
of  life :  John  viii,  24.  *'  If  yc  believe  not  that  I  am  hc^  ye 
ihall  die  in  your  fins,"  and  fo  perifti  for  ever :  "He  that  be- 
lieveth  not  is  condemned  already."  Stand  to  your  hazard 
then.  But  if  you  belicvej  ye  ihall  be  favcd :  "  Whofqever 
believeth  in  him,  fhall  not  pcriflb,  but  have  everlafting  life." 
The  fruits  and  leaves  of  tins  tree  of  life  are  an  antidote 
againft  the  hurt  we  fuflained  by  our  firft  parents  eating  of  the 
forbidden  fruit,  whereby  they  and  all  their  pqilerity  werp 
ruined. 

Thus  1  have  endeavoured  to  op?n  the  way  to  the  tjfec  o£ 
life.  What  more  (hall  1  fay  ?  i  have  endeavoured,  even 
in  the  motives,  to  anfwtr  tbe  objeQions  of  unt^elief.  t 
(h'all  conclude  this  exhortation,  by  offering  a  woi:d  by  wa^y 
of  advice.  If  yoy  would  reap  the  (aving  benefit  of  the  tree 
pf  lif?i 
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1.  Be  convinced  of  the  abfolute  need  you  (land  In  of  Chrifty 
and  his  faving  fruits.  And  for  this  end^  think  ferioudy  bpw 
you  are  dead,  and  killed,  and  flaiiii  by  eating  the  forbidden 
fruit  in  your  firft  parents ;  and  how,  Ifor  tlie  breach  of.  the 
firft  covenant,  you  are  (hut  out  of  the  prefence  of  God. 
What  a  heavy  heart  had  Adam  when  he  was  banifhed  out  of 
tlie  earthly  raradife,  and  the  flaming  fword  brandiAied 
in  his  view  ?  O  what  would  he  have  given  to  have  had  ac-? 
ccfe  to  eat  of  the  tree  of  life !  Now,  this  is  thy  cafe,  O  fin- 
ner,  thou  art  an  exile,  the  fword  of  juftice  is  flaming  over  thy 
bead. 

2.  Be  convinced  that  life  is  to  be  had  by  an  ufe-making  of 
Chrift  the  tree  of  life,  by  eating  of  his  fruit,  and  applying  of* 
his  leaves*  And,  to  convince  you  of  it,  you  have  the  record 
of  God.  for  it,  the  witnefs  of  a  Trinity,  **  This  life  is  in  his 
Son  ;  and  he  that  hath  the  Son,  hath  life." 

3.  Be  well  convinced  of  your  warrant  to  make  ufe  of  him» 
And  for  this  end,  think  on  the  command  of  believing,  and 
the  oflFers,  calls>  and  invitations  of  the  word,  and  the  pfomifes 
of  welcome. 

4.  Clafp  the  arms  of  your  fouls  about  the  tree  of  life,  and 
refolve  to  hang  about  him  for  your  very  life,  faying,  ^'  If  I 
perifli,  I  periih."  But,  may  you  fay,  I  am  far  ^way  from  the 
tree  of  Hie,  I  cannot  get  him  clafped,  or  his  fruit  plucked  ; 
therefore  1  give  you, 

5.  A  fifth  advice.  Will  you  look  to  the  tree  of  life,  and  hd 
will  drop  falvation  into  thy  foul  in  looking  to  him :  Jf.  xlv« 
%2.  '^  Look  unto  me,  and  be  ye  faved.  They  looked 
V^nKo  him,  and  were  lightei'ied.''  But,  fay  you,  I  cannot 
fee. 

.6,  If  you  cannot  get  looked,  will  you  cry  to  the  tree  of  life, 
and  fcek  him,  for  "  their  fouls  ftiall  live  that  feck  the  Lord. 
This  poor  man  cried,  and  the  Lord  heard  him.*'  Bartimeug 
criedi  and  he  beard  him  ;  the  poor  woman  cried,  ^^  Lord,  help 
me,"  and  he  heard  her. 

7*  If  you  cannot  cry,  will  you  long  for  a  tailing  of  his 
fruit,  for  a  healing  leaf,  for  fome  communications  of  Chrifl: 
to  your  foul ;  <^  for  he  fatisfieth  the  longing  foul,  and  fiUeth  the 
hungry  foul  with  goodnefs. 

8.  I  long,  and  am  not  fatisfied.  Anfw.  Ye  have  need  of 
patience  \  wait  and  long,  and  long  and  wsMt,  on  the  Lord ; 
^<  for  the  hot  A  is  a  God  of  judgement  *,  blefled  are  all  they 
that  wait  for  him  :  he  is  good  uato  them  that  wait  for  him,  to 
the  foul  that  feeketh  him."  Waut  on  him  continually  >  in  the 
end  ye  ihall  not  be  aihamed. 

Ay^^W  word  of  exhortation,  is  \o  you  who  are  belie vers^ 

who 
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who  have  by  faith  really  applied  and  made  ufe  of  the  tree  of 
life. 

1.  O  rejoice,  and  be  glad  in  the  Lord,  that  you  have  re- 
gained Paradife  again,  and  that  you  have  not  been  (lain  by 
the  cherubim  with  the  flaming  fword  ;  yea  that,  having  tailed 
of  the  tree  of  life,  and  got  under  his  (hadow,  you  are  beyond 
the  reach  of  death,  and  juftice,  and  the  curfe.  You  fee  it  fol- 
lows my  text,  "  And  there  (hall  be  no  more  curfe  :**  no  cur- 
(ing  law-penalty  any  more  to  them  that  are  come  to  Chrifl: 
the  tree  of  life  :  "  There  is  no  condemnation  to  them  which 
arc  in  Chrift  Jefus  :"  no,  no^j  "  Chrift  hath  redeemed  us  from 
the  curfe  of  the  law,  being  made  a  curfe  for  us."  And  there- 
fore **  rejoice  in  the  Lord  :  and  again,  I  fay,  rejoice/' 

2.  Abide  undejr  the  (hadow,  and  make  your  neft  among  the 
branches  of  this  bleffed  tree ;  O  ftudy  the  fpoufe,  (he  "fat 
down  under  his  (hadow/*  You  know  the  birds  do  neftle  and 
build  among  the  branches^  thither  they  flee  for  fafety :  Pfal. 
civ.  l6.  17.  the  birds  are  faid  to  "  make  their  nefts  among  the 
cedars ;  and  as  for  the  (lork,  the  fir-trees  are  her  houfe."  So 
let  all  the  birdsr  of  Paradife  come  and  make  their  neft,  thtir 
houfe,  and  dwelling  in  the  tree  of  life  :  *♦  To  him  (hall  the 
Gentiles  feek,  and  his  reft  (hall  be  glorious.  Return  unto  thy 
reft,  O  my  foul,  for  the  Lord  hath  dealt  bountifully  \^ith  thee," 
fays  David,  Pfal  cxvi.  7. 

3.  Live  upon  the  fruit  of  the  tree ;  live  upon  the  fruit  of 
his  obedience,  death,  refurreAion,  afcenfion,  and  interce(Roni 
be  ay  plucking  the  other  apple  off  the  tree  of  life.  "  The 
life  which  I  live  in  the  flc(h,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of 
God,"  faith  Paul.  By  faith  we  <*  eat  the  flefh,  and  drink  the 
blood  of  the  Son  of  man."  Be  continually  making  ufe  of 
Chrift,  for, you  will  ay  be  needing  him ;  every  moment  be 
building  up  yourfelves  in  the  holy  faith ;  be  continually  draw- 
ing water  out  of  the  wells  of  falvation." 

4.  Whenever  you  find  yourfelves  hurt,  or  your  health  inv- 
paired  by  corruption,  temptation,  prefently  apply  the  leaves  of 
the  treeoflife  for  healing,  the  healing  word,  and  Chrift  init  tothy 
foul :  and  do  it  without  delay,  for  delays  are  dangerous  ;  it  is 
beft  taking  remedy  at  the  beginning  of  a  difeafe.  **  When 
the  enemy  (hall  come  in  like  a  flood,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
fliall  lift  up  his  ftandard  againft  him." 

5.  Be  often  making  ufe  of  the  river  of  the  water  of  life, 
which  runs  under  the  boughs  of  this  tree ;  cry  much  for  the 
influences  of  the  Holy  Ghoft ;  lay  your  fouls  open  to  the 
blowings  of  this  wind,  to  the  Sowings  of  this  pure  river  of 
water  of  life,  that  fo,  under  the  (hadow  of  this  tree,  you  may 
be  <<  like  trees  planted  by  the  rivers  of  water,  bringing  forth 
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fruit  in  feafon  ifor  they  that  dwell  under  his  fhadow  fliall  re- 
vive as  the  corn^  grow  as  the  vine,  and  their  jtent  (hall  be  as 
the  wine  of  Lebanon.^ 

6.  O  invite  others  to  come  to  the  trec>  and  fay,  0  tqfte  and 
fee  thai  his  fruit  is  goody  pleafant,  profitable,  and  plenteous. 

O  ftudy  to  commend  Chrift,  with  the  fpoufe,  **  My  beloved 
is  white  and  ruddy,  the  chiefeft  among  ten  thoufand."  Tell 
the  hungry  what  excellent  fruit  is  here ;  tell  the  weary  what 
glorious  reft  is  here ;  tell  the  difeafed  foul  what  healing  leaves 
are  here ;  tell  the  guilty  what  an  excellent  righteoufnefs  is 
here. 

7.  Let  your  refentment  run  againft  thofe  who  would  hew 
down  the  tree  of  life.  O  ftand  up  in  his  quarrel.  Attempts 
have  been  made,  even  by  fome  in  our  own  day  and  land,  to  caft 
him  down  from  his  excellency  :  but,  fure  I  am,  if  you  ever 
tafted  of  his  fruit  or  were  healed  by  his  leaves,  you  will  do 
what  you  can  to  refent  his  quarrel,  and  to  maintain  his  glory 
and  excellency,  and  to  vindicate  his  honour  againft  all  the  at- 
tacks that  are  made  upon  it. 

8.  Laftlyy  Let  all  the  birds  of  Paradife  fing  the  praifes  of 
God,  who  planted  this  tree  of  life  for  us,  and  who  has  opened 
up  a  new  and  living  way  to  the  heavenly  Paradife,  where  we 
fliall  fing  among  the  branches  of  this  tree  for  ever.  Mean- 
time, O  lifp  out  that  fong,  Eph.  1.  3.  "  Blefled  be  the  God 
and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  hath  blelTed  us 
with  all  fpiritual  bleflings  in  heavenly  places  in  Chrift  Jefus." 
O  fing  the  praifes  of  him  that  fitteth  on  the  throne,  and  of  the 
Lamb;  fing  that  fong  of  the  redeemed.  Rev.  v.  12.  13. 
**  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  flkin,  to  receive  power,  and 
riches,  and  wifdom,  and  ftrength,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and 
bleffing.  And  every  creature  which  is  in  heaven,  and  on  the 
earth,  and  under  under  the  earth,  and  fuch  as  are  in  the  fea, 
and  all  that  are  in  them,  heard  I,  faying,  Bleffing,  and  honoir, 
and  glory,  and  power  be  unto  him  that  fitteth  upon  die 
throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever.**  And  let 
every  foul  fay  amen  unto  thisblefTed  fong. 


iV.  B.  Through  the  importunity  of  fome  who  heard  thefe 
three  foregoing  fermons,  the  author  allowed  the  noted 
thereof  to  go  to  the  public,  though  they  be  not  fo  full  as 
he  could  have  defired^  particularly  that  delivered  upon  the 
JSabbath. 
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ufual  name  whereby  the  Old  Teftament  church  was  called  ? 
"  The  Lord  hath  chofcrt  Zion  :  he  hath  defired  it  for  his  ha- 
bitation. This  is  my  reft 'for  ever:  here  will  I  dwell,  for  I 
have  defired  it.  Out  of  Zion  the  peyfeftion  of  beauty,  God 
hath  fhined."  And  the  then  church  was  called  Zion^  fromi 
the  mount  upon  which  the  temple  was  built :  thither  the 
tribes  of  Ifrael,  went  up  to  worftiip  the  God  of  Ifrael,  who 
dwelt  between  the  cherubims.  And  we  find  this  name  of 
Zion  transferred  fi'om  the  Old  to  the  New  Teftament  church, 
Heb.  xii.  22.  **  Ye  are  come  unto  mount  Zion,  the  city  of 
the  living  God."  The  rcafon  of  which  is,  becaufe  the  New 
Teftament  church  was  grafted,  as  it  were,  into  the  root  of 
the  Old  Teftament  church  :  all  the  Old  Teftament  economy 
,  being  nothing  elfe  but  a  preparative  to  the  glorious  difplays  of 
the  grace,  mercy,  and  love  of  God,  which  were  to  be  made  to 
a  loft  world,  upon  the  coming  of  the  great  Mefliah  :  and  ado- 
rable Providence  fo  ordered  it,  that  at  Zion  or  Jerufalem, 
where  the  Old  Teftament  church  expired  upon  the  refurrec- 
tion  ofChrift  from  the  dead,  there  the  gofpel. Zion,  or  the 
New  Teftament  church,  was  firft  founded,  with  the  folemnity 
of  the  downpouring  of  the  Spirit  in  a  vifible  manner  upon  the 
day  of  Pentecoft,  and  the  convcrfion  qf  the  three  thoufand  by 
Peter's  fermon,  AdJs  ii.  where  people  of  different  nations 
were  gathered,  fuch  as  Parthians,  Medes,  Elamites,  dwellers 
in  Mefopotamia,  and  Judea,  and  Cappadocia,  in  Pontus,  and 
^fia,  Phrygia,  Pamphylia,  Egypt,  Lybia,  Cyrene,  ftrangcrs  of 
Rome,  Jews  and  profelytes,.  Cretes  and  Arabians ;  I  fay» 
people  gathered  out  of  all  thefe  nations  to  Zion  or  Jerufalem 
were  the  hearers  of  the  firft  gofpel-fermon ;  and  their 
hearts  being  touched  with  the  efficacy  thereof,  no  doubt 
they  would  immediately  fprcad  and  propagate  it  upon 
their  return  to  their  feveral  countries  :  and  thus  the  law 
tvent  gut  of  Zion^  and  the  word  of  the  Lord  from  Jerufalem. 
Further,  1  find  in  fcripturc  an  oppofition  ftated  between 
mount  Sinai  and  mount  Zion,  Gal.  iv.  24.  and  Heb.  xii.  22. 
Iklount  Sinai,  where  the  law  of  commandments  was  delivered, 
was  a  place  of  terrible  blacknefs  and  darknefs,  and  tempeft  \ 
but  mount  Zion,  ,whence  the  gofpeMaw  is  iffued,  is  a  place 
of  joy,  comfort,  and  light,  a  vifion  of  peace.  Upon  mount 
Sinai,  God  appeared  in  his  terrible  majcfty  ;  but  from  mount 
Zion,  he  appears  as  a  God  of  peace,  grace,  and  love.  Mount 
Sinai  and  its  law-covenant  gendereth  unto  bondage ;  but 
mou,nt  Zion  or  Jerufalem,  which  is  from  above,  is  free,  and 
her  children  are  the  children  of  the  free  woman.  God 
came  down  upon  mount  Sinai  only  for  a  feafon,  and  then  ut- 
terly forfook  it  \  but  mount  Zion^  fpiiitually  confidered^  is  his 
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fixed  rcfidencc,  Hert  fiill  PU  Jay.  In  a  word,  the  law  of 
works,  Cometh  forth  from  Sinai ;  but  the  law  of  faith,  the 
law  of  grace  and  love,  cometh  forth  out  of  Zion. 

3.  We  have  the  cgrefs  of  this  law  from  Zion ;  xtgoeth  forth ^ 
like  a  proclamation  iiTued  out  by  royal  authority  unto  his  fub« 
jefts,  that  none  may  pretend  ignorance ;  it  goeth  forth  like 
the  waters  of  the  fanfluary,  which  iffued  out  from  under  the 
threfiiold  of  the  temple,  and  did  run  into  the  defert  of  the 
Gentile  nations,  making  every  thing  to  live  whether  it  co« 
meth.  .  , 

Observ*  "  That  the  gofpel,  which  is-  the  law  of  fovcreiga 
grace,  is  iflucd  out  from  Zion,  or  publifhed  for  the  behoof 
of  loft  finners,  who  are  finking  under  the  curfe  and  condem- 
nation of  the  law  of  works.     "The  law  Jhall  go  out  ofZionP 

In  difcourfmg  of  this  text  and  doftrine,  I  fliall  endeavour 
to  obferve  the  order  and  method  following. 

1. 1  fliall  offd  fpme  general  thoughts  anent  the  gofpel,  here 
called  by  the  name  of  a  law. 

II.  Give  the  reafons  of  this  deCgnation,  or  (hew  why  the 
gofpel  is  called  a  law. 

III.  Notice  foriie  of  thele  gofpeUlaws  of  fovereign  grace 
ifluing  out  of  Zion. 

IV.  Give  fome  of  the  excellent  qualities  of  this  law. 

'     V.  Inquire  int0:the  differences  between  the  law  coping  out 
<A  Zion,  and  the  law  cpmipg  out  of  Sinai. 

Vl.  Wind  up  all  in  fome  pra£tical  improvement  of  the 
whole. 

I.  Tht  firfl  thing  U^io  give  fome  account  oj  the  gofpel^  here 
called  a  law  coming  out  of  Zion.  All  I  fliall  fay  about  it  at 
.prefent  is  only  to  tell  you, 

!•  That  the  word  gofpel  properly  fignifies  any  good  fpeech, 
or  joyful  meflage  2  an'd  fitly  is  it  applied  unto  the  gofpel,  be- 
caufe  it  brings  the  moft  joyful  meflage  unto  loft  (inners  that 
ever  was  heard.  Behold^  faid  the  angels  unto  the  fliephcrds, 
*'  we  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  fliall  be  to 
all  people.  For  unto  you  is  born  this  day,  in  the  city  of  Da:- 
vid,  a  Saviour,  which  is  Chrift  the  Lord."  On  the  fame  ac- 
count alfp  it  is  called  "the  joyful  found,"  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  15.  16. 
and  "  O  blefled  are  the  people  that  know  this  joyful  found  : 
they  fliall  walk,  O  Lord,  in  the  light  of  thy  countenance.  In 
thy  name  fliall  they  rejoice  all  the  day  :  and  in  thy  righteouf- 
nefs  fliall  they  be  exalted."  The  gofpel  brings  a  found  of  li- 
berty to  captives,  of  pardon  to  condemned  •  criminals,    of 
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peace  to  rebels,  a  (bund  of  life  to  the  dead,  and  fsdra.. 
t  ion.  to  them  that  tie  on  the  borders -of  hell  and  condeofina- 
tion. 

a.  You  would  know,  that  the  gofpel,  ftriaiy  taken,  is  a 
word  of  promife.  The  firft  gofpcl  that  ever  was  preached  to 
©iw  firft  parents,  when  a  difmal  cloud  of  wrath  was  hanging 
OTcr  their  heads  in  Paradife  after  the  fall,  was  in  a  promife. 
Gen.  iii.  15.  "  The  feed  of  the  woman  (hall  bruife  the  head 
of  the  ferpent."  The  goipel  preached  unto  Abraham,  what 
was  it  but  a  promife  of  Chrift  ?  "  In  thy  feed  fiiall  all  ithe  na- 
tions of  the  earth  be  bleffed,"  Gal.  iii.  8.  And  I  think  it 
bbfervable,  that  the  farrie  thing  which  the  apo'dle  xalls  the 
gcfpely  ver.  8.  he  call^  the  promlfey  and  the  C9venant^  ver.  17.  i8, 
19.  So  that  the  gofpel,  -ftridlly  taken,  is  a  word  of  promife : 
fo  Heb.  iv.  I.  a.  compafcd,  what  the-apoftie  calls  **  a  promife  . 
of  entering  into. God's  reft"  in  the  ift  verfe,  he  calls  the 
gpfpd  in  the  ad  verfe.  And  a  God  of  love  and  grace  <iif- 
penfes  his  grace  in  a  promife,  for  our  encouragement  to 
take  hold  of  it  in  a  way  of  believing ;  for  there  is  nothing 
wherein  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  is  fo  much  engaged  as 
in  n  promife,  the  very  defign  of  which  is  to  be  believed. 

3.  We  are  carefully  to  diftingiiifti  between  the  gofpel,  and 
the  difpcnfation  of  the  gofpel  j  for  although  the  gofpel  ftrift- 
ly  taken  be  a  word  of  promifci  yet  there  arc  many  other 
things  that  belong  to  thfc  gofpel-difpenfation.  For  inftonce, 
the  whole  law  of  God, '  confiderfed  both  as  a  covenant  and 
as  a  rule,  falls  in  under  the  difpcnfation  of  the  gofpel ;  the  • 
iaw  as  a  covenant  is  a  fchoql- matter  to  lead  us  to  Chrift,  by 
convincing  us  of  (in  and  mifery ;  the  law  as  a  rule  comes  in 
to  (hew  us  what  is  good,  and  what  the  Lord  our  God  re- 
quires of  us,  not  for  juftification,  but  in  point  of  Ipve  and 
gratitude,  even  **  to  do  juftly,  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk 
humbly  with  our  God  j"  and  every  man  that  really  by  faith 
clofes  with  the  promife,  or  law  of  grace,  will  infallibly  ap* 
prove  of  the  law  of  commandments,  as  holy^  jufi^  and  goodx 
and  thus  it  is  for  a  light  to  his  feet,  and  a  lamp  to  his  paths. 
All  gofpel- irjftiiutions,  fuch  as  the  word,  facraments,  and 
praytr,  and  other  means  of  God's  appointment,  belong  to 
the  difpcnfation  of  the  gofpel,  being  as  fo  many  golden  pipes, 
by  which  the  golden  oil  of  the  grace  of  God  in' the  promife 
is  conveyed  to  the  city  of  God.  All  the  hiftories,  prophecies, 
and  types  of  the  word,  what  are  they  but  an  opening  and 
explication  of  the  promife  ?  Every  thing  in  che  werd,  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end  of 'it,  is,  fqme  way  or  other,  fubfcr- 
vient  to  the  exhibition  or  application  of  the  pronTife  un- 
to, ua, 

4.  SincQ 
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4.  Since  the  coming  of  Chrift  in  the  flefh,  and  the  creftioa 
of  a  New  Tcftamcnt  church,  the  gofpel  i^  much  more  clearly 
preached  than  it  was  under  the  old  difpenfation.  Under  the 
Old  Teftament,  the  glorious  my  Clerics  of  redeeming  love 
lay  under  a  vail  of  dark  prophecies,  types,  ceremonies, 
and  the  like :  but  now  **  life  and  immortality  is  brought  to 
light ;"  the  myftery  which  was  hid  from  ages  and  generations, 
is  made  manifeft  unto  thf  faints ;  the  fountains  of  the  great 
\ depth  of  the.  love,,  wifdom,  and  knowledge  of  God  in  Chrift, 
sure  broken  up,  and  fet  forth  in  the  pureft  light.  Thus  much 
for  the  firft  thing,  which  was,  to  give  you  a  general  view  of 
the  gofpel. 

11.  The  fecond  thing  was,  to  inquire  why  the  gofpel  is  catted ^a 
law.  The  hwfhall  gomt.ofZion^ 

1.  then,  The  gofpel  »iay  be  called  a  Aiw,  by  way  of  accom« 
modation,  or  condefcenfion  unto  the  weaknefs  of  the  Jewiih 

.  ration,  who  had  the  word  law  in  fuch  veneration,  that  they 
could  receive  no  do£l:nnfc  but  what  went  under  that  name 
and  notion.  And  this  is  a  reafon  given  by  fomc  excellent 
interpreters,  why  the  apoftle  Paul  calls  the  gofpel  #i&^ /aw' <?/" 
ftutb^  Rom.  iii.  2.7.  He  becan^  all  things  to  all  men,  that 
he  mi^tgain  fome;  to  the  Jews  he  fpoke  as  a  Jew.  So  here 
he  fpeaks  to  them  in  theSr  own  dialed,  when  he  calls  the  gof- 
j>dLiie  law  of  faith*  .  As  if  be  had  faid.  You  will  needs  be  juf- 
tified  by  tlie  law,  why,  £»ith  he,  you  cannot  be  jufti&cd  by 
the  law  of  works  ;  but  here  is  a  law  by  whick  ye  may  be 
juftified,  even  by  the  law  of  faith,  "  the  gofpel  of  the  grace 
of  God."  We  find  Chriil  accommodating  himfelf  much  after 
the  fame  manner  unto  the  Jews,  John  vi.  28.  There  a  com- 
pany of  legalifts  came  to  Chriii,  who  had  no  other  notion 
of  the  way  to  falvation  but  by  working  or  doings  and  they  (ay 
to  him,  "  What  (lull  we  do,  that  we  might  Work  the  works 
of  God  ?"  Chrift  anfwers  them  in  their  own  dialed,  ver.  29. 
*^  This  is  the  work  of  God,  that  ye  believe  on  him  whom  he 
,hath  fcnt."  Working  and  believing  ftand  oppolite  to  one 
another  in  the  buflnefs  of  a  Cnner's  falvation,  as  you  fee,  Rom* 
iv.  5.;  and  yet  Chrift,  to  accommodate  himfelf  to  thcfe  Jews, 
calls  faith  a  work^  though  it  excludes  itfelf  and  all  works  befides 
in  the  bufmefs  of  falvation.  So  here  the  appoftle  calls  the 
gofpel  a  law^  in  condefcenfion  to  the  Jews,  though,  as 
you  heard,  it  is  a  law  that. requires  no  works  to  be  done  by 
us  •,  for  it  is  not  the  law  of  -^orks  but  the  law  oifiilh. 

2.  The  gofpel   may  be  called  a  law^  becaufe  it  is  the  will 
of  a  Sovereign,  intimate  to   thefc   who  depend  on  him  for' 
their  being,  and  well-being,  and  ^^  lie  entirely  at  his  mer- 
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cy.  A  law,  it  muft  bear  the  (lamp  of  fovcreifn  authority  on 
it:  and  in  this  fenfe  the'gofpel  is  fitly  called  a  law^  becaufe  it 
carries  the  ilamp  of  the  authority  of  Heaven  •,  not  only  the 
law  of  commandments,  but  the  law  of  faith,  or  the  gofpel,  is 
.  iffued  forth  with  a  Thus  faith  the  Lord.  And  if  the  gofpel  be 
not  received  and  believed  upon  this  ground,  namely,  that  of 
the  divine  ceftimony,  it  is  not  a  faith  of  the  right  ftamp ;  for 
the  language  of  faith  is.  Speaks  Lord^  for  thyfervant  hearetb  ; 
it  recciveth  the  whole  will  of  God,  and  that  not  as  the 
word  of  man,  but  as  it  is  indeed  the  word  of  the  living 
God. 

3.  The  gofpel  may  be  called  a  law^  becaufe  of  its  obli- 
gatorinefs  both  upon  God  and  man  ;  it  has  a  mighty  force 

,  to  bind  and  oblige  all  concerned.  What*  more  binding  to 
God  than  his  own  promife  ?  It  is  to  him  as  the  laws  of 
the  Medes  and  Perfians,  which  he  will  not  conie  and  go  up- 
on ;  no,  his  promife  (whith  is  the  law  of  faith)  is  not "  * 
yea  and  nay^  but  it  is  always  yea  and  atntn  :  and  this  is  the 
great  comfort  of  believers,  that  he  will  not  go  baek  with 
his  word;  no,  "  the  ftrength  of  Ifrael  will  not  lie,  nor  repent." 
And  then,  as  this  law  of  faith  is  binding  upon  God  the 
Lawgiver,  fo  it  is  binding  upon  us,  to  whom  it  is  given; 
for  though  it  enjoms  no  duty  prcceptivclyv  yet  it  requires  ' 
faith  objedlively  confidcred,  that  is,  it  is  the  objeft  of 
faith,  and  the  matrer  of  faith,  the  fuel  of  -  faith,  and  it 
requires  or  commands  faith  in  us,  jiift  as  meat  and  drink 
require  a  hungry  and  thirfty  man  to  eat  and  drink,  when 
they  are  fet  before  him.  What  can  be  a  better  invitat'.on 
to  eat,  than  to  have  meat  fet  before  us,  with  a  hearty  wel- 
come to  the  guefts  ?  So  that,  what  can  be  a  ftronger  obligation  . 
upon  us  to  believe,  than  to  have  Chrift  and  his  whole  fulnefs 
fet  before  us,  in  a  full,  free,  unhampered  call,  offer,  and  pro- 
mife. 

4.  The  gofpel  is  called  a  /««;,  becaufe  of  the  public  inti- 
mation of  it  unto  a  lolt  world.  You  know  laws  of  fovereigns 
are  commonly  proclaimed  by  heralds,  from  the  market- crofs, 
with  found  of  trumpet,  that  none  may  pretend  ignorance : 
fo  the  gofpel  is  publifhed  by  heralds,  I  mean,  minifters  of 
the  gofpel,  who  are  ordered  to  proclaim  it  from  the  tops  of  the 
high  places,  and  in  the  entry  of  the  gates,  and  places  of  pub- 

'lic  concourfe  ;  yea,  our  commilTion  bears  us  to  intimate  it  to 
mcoj  and  the  fons  of  men,  to  preach  this  gofpel  to  every  crea- 
ture, that  none  may  perifh  through  ignorance  of  the  way  of 
falvation. 

5.  The  gofpel  is  fitly  called  a  law^  becaufe  it  is  the  mca- 
fuxc  and  ftandard  of  JLiUth  \  and  therefore  fitly  called  by 
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the  apoftle  in  the  place  juft  now  cited,  Rom*  iii.  27.  the 
la4i)  of  faiths  The  whole  of  our  religon  is  comprifed  in 
two  things,  cxprefTed  in  the  3d  queftion  of  our  LeiTer  Ca- 
techifm,  namely,  what  we  arc  to  believe,  and  what  we  are 
to  do*  As  for  the  laft,  viz.  What  duty  God  requires  of 
man ;  it  is  fummarily  comprehended  in  the  law  of  the  ten 
commandments,  that  is  the  ftandard  and  meafure  of  duty  ; 
and  there  is  nothing  (in  but  what  the  law  forbids,  and  no-' 
thing  duty  but  what  the  law  requires.  But  as  for  what 
we  are  to  believe  concerning  God,  unto  the  falvatiop  of  our 
fouls,  the  gofpel  only  is  the  ftandard  of  that.  Our  faith  is 
•to  he  bounded  by  the  gofpel,  as  our  pra£bice  is  by  the  law  •,  fo 
that  we  are  not  to  receive  for  dofbrine  the  di£laces  or  notions 
of  men.  True  faith  will  receive  nothing,  it  will  believe  no- 
thing but  juft  what  God  fays  in  the  gofpel  \  it  will  take  and  en« 
tertain  every  word  of  God  and  no  more ;  it  is  the  meafure  of 
faith,  and  the  true  boundary  of  faith :  and  therefore  fitly  called 
the  law  of  faith. 

'  6.  The  gofpel  may  be  called  the  law  of  faith^  becaufe  of 
the  invincible  power  and  force  that  it  lays  a  (inner  under  to 
receive  and  believe  it,  when  accompanied  with  the  energy 
of  the  Spirit. '  I  remember  that  this  fame  apoftle  frequently 
^ calls  indwelling  fin  a  law^  Kom.  vii.  23.  *'  I  find  a  law 
in  my  members»  warring  againft  the  law  of  my  mind." 
And  Rom*  viii.  2.  "  The  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life,  in  Chrift  . 
Jefus,  hath  made  me  free  from  the  law  of  fin  and  death.'*  Sin 
is  called  a  lawy  becaufe  of  the  power  that  it  hath  over  the  man, 
to  lead  him  captive  to  its  fervice :  fo,  for  the  fame  reafon^ 
the  gofpel  may  be  called  the  law  offaithy  becaufe,  when  accom- 
panied with  the  efficacy  of  the  bpirit,  "  it  is  the  power  of 
God  unto  falvation  ;  for  therein  is  the  righteoufnefs  of  God 
revealed  from  faith  to  faiih."  It  is  "  mighty  through  God,  to 
the  pulling  down  of  ftrong  holds,  cafting  down  imaginations, 
and  every  high  thing  that  exalteth  itfelf  ag.iinft  the  knowledge 
of  Chri(l,  and  brings  every  thought  into  captivity  to  his  obedi- 
ence." O  that  the  gofpel  may  be  indeed  the  law  of  faith  unto 
many  in  this  refpe£t,  that  it  may  be  the  power  of  God  to  the 
falvation  of  their  fouls. 

7.  I  think  it  may  be  called  a  law^  in  refpe£l  of  the  royal 
throne  from  which  it  iflues  forth.  The  law  of  commandments 
comes  from  God's  throne  abfolutely  confidcred ;  but  the  law 
of  faith  goes  out  from  the  throne  of  God  and  the  Lamb,  that 
is,  from  a  throne  of  grace  :  hence  we  read  of  the  "  pure  river 
of  water  of  life  proceeding  out  of  the  throne  of  God,  and  of  the 
Lamb  i"  which  may  be  under ftood  of  the  do£irine  of  the  gofpel, 
which  is  frequently  in  fcripturc  compared  to  water.  It  is  from 
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this  throne  that  all  the  laws  of  grace  in  the  gofpel  are  emitted'. 
And  thetr, 

8.  BecauCe  the  promife,  which  is  the  foul  of  the  gofpcl>  runs 
in  the  ftiie  of  adorable  fovereignty,  even  of  fovcreign  grace, 
**  I  will  be  their  Gdd^  and  they  {hall  be  my  people.  I  will  be 
merciful  to  their  unrighteoufnefs,^'  &c.  And  when  this  law  of 
grace  is  received  by  faith^the  foul  juft  fays,  O^Lord>  thy  will 
be  done,  and  it  ihall  be  done  becaufe  it  is  thy  will.  And  this 
leads  me  to, 

III.  T\\e  third  thing  in  the  method,  which  was,  to  take 
.  n9tic£  of  thefe  laws  Or  edttls  cf  fovereign  grace  fjfued  forth 
from  Zicrtyfor  the  benefit  of  Jinncrs  per\fbing  under  the  fen^ 
fence  of  deaihj  through  the  breach  and  violation  of  the  iaiv  of 
works.  We  that  are  minifters  are  the  heralds  of  the  great 
'  King,  whofe  name  is,  **  The  Lord  God,  merciful  and  graci- 
ous ;"  and  arc  by  our  office  not  only  to  (band  upon  mount  Si- 
nai, and  publifrl  the  law  of  works,  with  the  curfes  that  it  thun- 
ders againft  every  one  that  continues  not  in  all  things  that 
arc  written  therein  to  do  them  ;  but,  in  a  fpecial  manner,  we 
are  obliged  toftand  on  mount  Zion  and  Gerizim,  to  "  preach 
the  gofpel  of  peace,  and  bring  glad  tidings  of  good  things  ;*' 
and  we  dare  not  for  our  fouls  conceal  his  faithfuinefs  and  , 
10ving>kindnefs  from  the  great  congregation  of  Adam's  fa- 
mily. And  therefore  I,  as  one  of  the  meaneft  heralds  of 
the  great  King,  whofe  throne  is  high  and  lifted  up,  do, 
in  his  name  and  authority,  publiih  from  this  high  place 
of  the  city  of  God,  fome  of  thefe  laws  of  fovereign  grace, 
ena£led  at  a-  throne  of  grace,  befeeching  and  entreating 
every  man  and  woman  hearing  me,  to  take  the  benefit  of 
the  great  gofpcl-law.  Whatever  thy  cafe  be,  O  finner, 
though  never  fo  defperate  in  thine  own  eyes,  yet  thou  wHt 
find  an  a£b  of  grace  in  the  court  of  mcr^y  fuiting  thy  con- 
dition.    As, 

I.  Let  us  fuppofe  the  worft  that  can  be,  that  thou  art 
ivithout  God  in  the  world :  which  is  the  cafe  of  every  man 
and  woman  by  nature  fince  the  fall  of  Adam ;  we  have  loft^ 
our  God,  the  greateil  and  moft  comprehenfive  lofs  a  crea- 
ture can  fuftain.  Well,  I  bring  you  glad  tidings  of  great 
joy,  that  God  havii^  found  a  ranfom,  and  fmelt  a  fwect 
favour  in  the  death  of  his  eternal  Son,  he  iflues  forth  a 
Jaw  of  grace  from  mount  Zion,  faying,  "  I  will  be  their  God, 
and  they  iliall  be  my  people  •,"  and  with  this  law  of  grace  he 
uihered  in  the  moral  law  at  mount  Sinai,  Exod.  xx.  2.  **  I 
am  the  Lord  thy  God,"  &c.  whicli  is  the  fum,  ^nd  fubftancc 
of  the  covenant  of  grace.  This  law  or  aft  of  grace  is 
2  .    laid 
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Jaid  as  the  fonndation  of  obedience  to  all  die  command- 
ments of  the  moral  law  ;  yea,  by  the  firft  commandmeiK, 
every  man  and  woman  in  the  <:amp  of  Ifrad  Wtis  bound 
to  lay  hold  on  it,  and  to  know  and  acknowledge  the  only 
true  God  as  their  God,  and  to  worfbip  and  glorify  him 
accordingly.  O  Sirs,  a^ntwer  the  deiign  of  this  ediA  of 
grace,  and  belieye  that  it  is  as  God  fays,  upon  the  ground 
of  his  own  promife  in  Chrift.  See  the  echo  of  the  foul 
unto  this  law  of  grace,  Pfal.  xvi.  2.  **  O  my  foul,  thou  haft 
faid  unto  the  Lord,  Thou  art  my  Lord."  Zsch.  xiii.  9.  **  I  will 
fay,  It  is  my  people  ;  anS  they  (hall  fay,  Tht  Lard  is  my 
God."  But  of  this  I  have  fpoken  more  largely  m  a  feparate 
difcourfe. 

2.  Poor  (inner,  art  thou  lying  under  a  burden  of  fin  and 
guilt,  which  is  like  to  fink  thee  down  to  the  loweft  hell  ? 
Well,  here  is  a  law  of  faith  for  thee  in  that  cafe  to  plead 
upon  before,  a  throne  of  grace.  If.  xliii.  25.  "I,  even  1  am 
he  that  blottcth  out  thy  tranfgreflions  for  mine  own  f  ike, 
and  will  not  remember  tliy  fins."  To  the  fame  purpofc  is 
that  a6b  of  fovereign  grace,  Heb.  viii.  12.  "I  will  be  mer- 
ciful to  their  unrighteoufnefs,  and  their  fins  and  their  ini- 
quities will  i  remember  no  more."  Now,  let  faith  plead 
this  law  or  aft  of  grace  in  prayer,  for  a  free  difcharge  of 
the  debt  of  fin  ye  are  lying  under  to  the  law  and  juftice 
of  God ;  and  if  ye  doj  ye  may  lift  up  your  head  from  under 
the  burden  of  guilt,  and  cry,  "  Who  can  lay  any  thing  to  tny 
charge  ?" 

3. '  Art  thou  molefted  with  the  workings  of  indwelling 
fin  and  corruption  ?  Well,  hete  is  a  law  pafled  for  thy  re- 
lief againft  that  enemy;  it  is  enadked  by  fovereign  grace, 
and  regiftrate  in  the  court-book  of  the  grace  of  God,  Rom. 
•vi*  i4>  **  Sin  (hall  not  have  dominion  over  you :  becaufe  ye 
are  not  under  the  law,  but  under  grace."  See  another  law 
to  the  fame  purpofe,  Mic.  vii.  19.  "I  will  fubdue  their  ini- 
-quities.".  Whenever  iniquity  is  prevailing,  or  indwellings 
•corruption  like  to  get  the  upper  band  of  thee,  go  to  the  court 
of  grace,  and  prefent  this  act  or  law  of  grace  unto  God,  and 
tell,  him.  Lord,  hail  thou  not  enadled  and  ordained,  that 
<'  fin  fiiall  not  have  dominion  ?"  haft  thou  not  doomed  this 
'bofom-enemy  to  deftruftion  ?  Such  a  corruption,  fuch  a 
juft,  fuch  an  idol  is  ufurping  dominion  over  me  ;  haft  thou 
4iot  faid  it  (hall  be  otherwife  ?  Lord,  put  thine  own  law 
in  execution,  and  fo  it  (hall  be,  becaufe  fovereign  grace  has 
faid  it. 

4.  Art  thou  aflaulted  with  the  fiery  darts  of  Satan  ?  is  that 
roaring  lion  coming,  upon  thee  with  open  mouth  to  devour 
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thee  ?  Well,  poor  foul,  here  Is  a  law  of  faith  in  thy  favours, 
**  The  God  of  peace  (hall  tread  Satan  under  thy  feet  fliortly ; 
his  grace  (hall  be  fufficicnt  for  thee,  and  his  ftrcngth  perfefted 
in  thy  weaknefs/'  Take  the  benefit  of  this  aft  of  grace,  and 
let  faith  carry  it  to  the  court  of  grace  where  it  was  pafled, 
faying,  **  Lord,  I  am  oppreffed,  undertake  for  me  ;'*  I  know 
not  what  to  do  :  wilt  not  thou  who  haft  fpoiled  principalities 
and  powers,  and  who  haft  doomed  Satan  unto  deftruftion, 
and  came  to  dcftroy  his  works,  wilt  not  thou  cither  free  me 
from  the  moleftation  of  Satan,  or  give  me  ftrehgth  to  ftand  my , 
ground  ?     But, 

5.  Art  thdu  perplexed  with  the  fears  of  apoftafy,  that  the 
little  meafure  of  grace  thou  haft  will  never  carry  thee  through, 
but  that  thou  fhalt  fall  away,  to  the  reproach  of  religion  ?  Up 
the  heart,  O  poor  trembling  foul,  there  is  a  law,  an  aft  paflV 
cd  in  the  court  of  grace,  that  "  he  who  hath  begun  the  good 
work  in  thee,  will  carry  it  on  to  the  day  of  Jefus  Chrift  :**  and 
that  "  though  thou  fall,  thou  flialt  arife  $  for  the  Lord  up- 
holdeth  thee  with  his  hand :' ■  it  is  en^ffted,  that  *^  thou  (halt 
hold  on  thy  way,  and  wax  ftronger  and  ftronger,*'  till  thou 
**  return  and  come  to  Zion  with  fongs,  and  everlafting  joy  up- 
on thy  head."  And  therefore  let  faith  be  fet  a- work  upon 
thefe  a£l:s,  to  plead  their  forthcoming  at  the  hand  ofTiim  that 
paffed  them. 

6.  Art  thou  afraid  of  days  of  tribulation  and  perfecution 
for  the  caufe  of  religion,  or  days  of  perfonal  trial  ?  Well, 
take  courage,  there  is  a  law  of  faith  pafied  in  the  court  of 
grace,  that  though  "  in  the  world  ye  (hall  have  tribulation,'* 
yet  "  in  me  ye  {hall  have  peace  ;"  it  is  enafted,  that  his  pre- 
sence (hall  be  with  thee  in  fire  and  water.  If.  xliii.  2.  "  When 
thou  pafTeft  through  the  waters,  I  will  be  with  thee  ;  and 
through  the  rivers,  they  fhall  not  overflow  thee  ;  >rfien  thoii 
walkeft  through  the  fire,  thou  (halt  not  be  burnt ;  nclthct 
(hall  the  flame  kindle  upon  thee  :'*  it  is  enafted,  that  •*  thy 

.light  afflidlions,  which  are  bijt  for  a  moment,  (hall  work 
for  thee  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory ; 
while  thou  looks  not  at  the  things  that  are  feen,  which  arc 
temporal,  but  at  the  things  that  are  not  feen,  which- arc  eter- 
nal;"  it  is  enafbcd,  that  '^  though  many  be  the  aflJiftions  of 
the  righteous,  yet  the  Lord  will  deHvct  him  out  of  them  all.*' 
Now,  let  faith  be  fet  a-work  to  improve  thefe  afts  or  laws  of 
grace,  for  the  King  that  has  enafted  them  will  fee  to  make 
them  good. 

7,  Art  thou  under  pinching  wants,  either  as  to  foul  or  body? 
Well,  there  are  afts  or  laws  pafTed  in  the  court  of  grace  for 
thy  fupply.     As  to  bodily  wants  it  is  enafted,  that  at  leaft 

.  "  bread 
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*^  bread  and  water  fhall  be  fure,"  and  that  no  good  thing  fhall 
be  wanting,  that  is  for  his  glory  and  thy  good.  As  for  foul- 
wants  it  is  cnafted,  that  "  out  of  Chrift's  fulnefs  thou  fhalt 
receive  grace  far  grace;"  that  "  when  the  poor  and  needy 
feek  water,  and  there  is  none,  and  their  tongue  faileth  for  thirft, 
I  the  Lord  .will  hear  them,  I  the  God  of  Ifrael  will  not  forfake 
them."  And  therefore  let  faith  fix  upon  this  law  of  faith,  and 
fay,  **My  God  will  fupply  all  my  need,  according  to  his  riches 
in  glory,  by  Chrift  Jcfus." 

8.  Art  thou  in  a  ftrait  as  to  fin  or  duty,  that  thou  knoweft  not 
to  what  hand  to  turn  ?  Well,  in  this  cafe  it  is  cnadled,  that 
'*  thou  (halt  hear  a  voice  behind  thee,  faying,  this  is  the  way^ 
walk  ye  in  ic :  that  he  will  lead  the  blind  in  ways  they  know 
not;  that  he  will  lead  them  in  paths  that  they  have  not  known; 
that  he  will  make  darknefs  light  before  them,  and  crooked 
things  ftraight/'  And  therefore  let  faith  ^^  upon  the  honour 
and  faithfulnefs  of  him  that  pafled  fuch  an  ad,  and  fay,  with 
David,  '^  Thou  wilt  guide  me  with  thy  counfel,  and  afterward 
receive  me  to  glory,"  PfaL  Ixxiii.  24. 

9.  Art  thou  complaining  of  the  want  of  the  rain  of  the 
Spirit,  by  the  with-holding  of  which  thy  foul  is  like  the 
mountains  of  Gilboa  ?  There  is  a  law  pafiied  in  the  court  o£ 
grace,  If.  xliv.  3.  "  I  will  pour  water  upon  him  that  is  ihirfty, 
and  floods  upon  the  dry  ground :  I  will  pour  my  Spirit  upon 
thy  feed,  and  my  bluffing  upon  thine  oflFspring."  Ezek.  xxxvi» 
^7.  "  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within  you,  and  caufe  you  to  walk 
in  my  ftatutes,  and  ye  (hall  keep  my  judgements,  and  da 
them."  Hof.  vi.  3.  "  I  will  come  unto  them  as  the  rain,  as 
the  latter  and  former  rain  unto  the  earth," 

10.  Art  thou  complaining  that  thy  heart  is  hard  like  a  piece 
of  the  nether  milftone,  that  thou  canft  not  get  it  melted  or 
foftened,  either  by  word  or  rod,  promife  or  threatening? 
Well  there  is  a  law  pafled  with  relation  to  the  ftony  heart, 
that  the  Lord  himfclf  will  take  a  courfe  with  it,  Ezek.  xxxvi^ 
26.  "  A  new  heart  alfo  will  I  give  you,  and  a  new  fpirit 
will  I  put  within  you,  and  I  will  take  away  the  ftony  heatc 
out  of  your  flefli,  and  I  will  give^  you  an  heart  of  flefti*" 
And  therefore  take  that  aft  to  the  court  of  grace,  and  put 
the  King  to  his  word,  and  believe  it,  that  he  who  has  laid 
it,  will  do  it,  that  he  who  has  fpoken  it,  will  alfo  bring  it  to 
pafs. 

11.  Art  thou  within  views  of  death  and  eternity,  and  afraid 
to  look  the  king  of  terrors  in  the  face  ?  Well,  there  is  a  law 
of  fovereign  paflTed,  which  thou  mayft  carry  in  the  hand  of. 
faith,  before  which  the  terrors  of  death  do  evanifli,  Hof.  xiii. 
xiv.  "I  will  ranfom  them  frpm  the  power  of  the  grave :  1  will 
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redeem  them  from  death  ;  O  death,  I  will  be  thy  plagues ;  O 
grave  I  will  be  thy  deftruftion ;  repentance  (hall  be  hid  from 
ra4nc  eyes.""  It  is  en^Acd,  that  **  thy  God  will  never  leave 
thee,  nor  for  fake  thee  ;  that^ht  will  be  thy  God  for  ever,|and 
thy  guide  even  umo  death.** 

Thus  I  have  endeavoured,  according  to  the  meafure  of 
grace  given  me,  to  publifh  fome  of  the  laws  or  a£ls  of  grace 
commg  out  of  Zion  ;  for  the  Lord's  fake,  take  the  benefit  of 
them  in  a  way  of  believing.  Perhaps  you  may  fay,  O  thefe 
are  beneficial  laws  indeed  to  them  to  whom  they  pertain;  but, 
5ilas  !  I  cannot  think  they  pertain  unto  me.  I  anfwcr,  Thefe 
laws  of  grace  pertain  to  the  whole  vifible  church,  that  every 
one  that  hears  the  joyful  found  of  them,  may  take  the  benefit 
of  them  by  faith.  If  ye  will  not  believe  me,  I  hope  you  will 
believe  the  Spirit  of  God  fpeaking  by  the  apoftle  raui,  Rom. 
ix.  4.  where,  fpeaking  of  the  CMd  Teftament  or  Jewifli 
church,  he  fays,  •*  To  whom  pertaineth  the  adoption,  and  the 
glory,  and  the  covenants,  and  the  giving  of  the  law,  and  the 
fervice  of  God,  and  the  promifes^*'  Now,  I  afk.  Is  the  privi- 
lege of  the  New  Teftament  church  retrenched,  or  made  nar- 
rower than  the  privilege  of  the  Jewifh  church  ?  No,  by  no 
xneans ;  it  is  rather  enlarged.  Did  the  covenant  and  the  pro- 
mife  pertain  to  them  ?  And  do  they  not  appertain  to  us  alfo? 
Tea,  the  apoftle,  Heb.  iv.  i.  tells  us  plainly,  that  they  are  left 
to  us  as  the  latter-will  of  our  glorious  Redeemer ;  and  there- 
fore we  arc  to  take  care  that  we  do  not  lofe  the  benefit  thereof 
through  our  unbelief:  Let  us  fear,  left  a  promife  being  left 
us  of  entering  into  his  reft,  any  of  you  fliould  come  (hort  of  it.** 
And  the  apoftle  Peter,  fpeaking  to  a  company  of  men  whofc 
hands  had  lately  been  dipped  in  the  Redeenjer's  blood,  to  en- 
courage them  to  believe,  he  exprefsly  tells  them,  Afts  ii.  39. 
**  The  promife  is  unto  you,  and  to  your  children,  and  to  all 
that  are  afar  off,  even  as  many  as  the  Lord  our  God  (hall 
call"  Therefore,  I  fay,  do  not  put  away  thefe  laws  from 
you,  as  things  you  have  no  concern  in  j  for  "  to  you  is  the 
word  of  this  falvation  fcnt :"  and,  in  the  name  of  God,  I  cer- 
tify and  warn  every  man  and  woman  hearing  me,  that  if  you 
do  not  take  hold  of  the  law  of  grace  by  faith,  the  law  of 
works  and  its  curfe  will  take  hold  of  you ;  yea,  it  has  feized 
upon  you  already,  the  fire  is  already  kindled  in  his  anger ;  for 
•*  he  thit  believeth  not,  is  condemned  already,  and  the  wrath 
of  God  abidcth  on  him.*'  When  you  rtfufe  to  take  the  be- 
ncfist  of  the  law  coming  out  of  Zion,  I  mean,  of  the  gofpel  of 
the  grace  of  God  by  faith,  you  offer  the  moft  fignal  affront 
unto  the  great  God,  you  make  him  a  liar,  and  upon  the  matter 
fav,  that  his  laws  of  grace,  his  proraifes,  arc  not  to  be  trufted. 

And 
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And  h  \t  to  be  imagined,  that  fuch  horrid  blafphcmy  can  go 
unpuniihed  ?  For  the  Lord's  fake  then,  take  heed  what  you 
are  doing. 

I  (liould  now  proceed' to  the  fourth  thing  propofed,  an^  give 
you  fome  of  the  excellent  qualities  of  the  law  offaith^  but 
Ihall  go  no  further  at  prefcnt. 


Is  A.  ii.  3.— STAf  lawjballgo  out  afZion* 


THE  SECOND  SERMON.  ON  THIS   TEXT. 

THE  doftrine  I  noticed  from  the  words  was.  That tiegef" 
pel  is  a  law  of  grace,  ijfued  out  from  Z'^ortyfir  the  benefit  of 
hftftnnersy  lying  under  the  fentence  of  death  for  the  breach  and 
viola  ikn  of  the  law  of  works* 

The  law  of  works  is  iflued  out  from  Sinai^  but  it  nfiuft  b«  a> 
law  of  grace  that  comes^out  of  Zion,  thcfc  two  mountains 
being  commonly  oppofcd  one  to  another  in  fcripture,  as  the 
srpoftle  Paul  clears.  Gal.  iv.  and  Heb.  12.  Mount  Sinai  is  repre* 
fented  as  a  theatre  of  wrath,  wrapped  about  with  blacknefs,  and 
darknefs,  and  temped;  but  mount  ^^ion^  as  a  theatre  of  grace, 
love  and.  mercy,  difplayed  towards  loft  finners,  through  **  the 
blood  of  fprinkling,  that  fpeaketh  better  things  than  the  blood 
of  AbeK"  At  mount  Sinai  is  heard  the  voice  of  thunder  and 
vengeance  again  ft  *•  everj  one  that  continueth  not  in  all  things 
which  2ktt  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them  •,'* 
but  at  mount  Zion  is  heard  the  joyful  found  of  life,  light, 
liberty,  peace,  pardon,  and  falvation  to  the  finner,  who  was  in 
danger  of  being  confumed  with  the  flames  of  divine  wrath. 
So  that  it  cannot  be  the  law  of  works,  or  the  law  command- 
ing wopks  of  righ.teoufnefs  to  be  done  by  us,  but  the  law  of 
|rrace,  the  law  of  faith,  or  gofpel,  which  is  here  to  be  under- 
ftood  by  the  prophet,  when  he  fays,  that  the  lawfhall  go  out  of 
Zion  ;  and  the  prophet  here,  in  the  laft  claufe  of  the  verfe, 
gives  a  commentary  upon  his  own  words,  leaft  his  meaning 
Siould  be  miftaken,  "  and  the  word  of  the  Lord  from  Jorufa- 
lem.'*  The  law  coming  out  of  Zion,  and  the  word  of  the 
Lord  ilTuing  from  Jerufalem,  are  one  and  the  fame  thing. 
Now,  what  was  the  word  of  the  Lord  that  iffued  from  Jeru- 
felem,  but  the  glorious  gofpel,  which,  according  to  Chr4ft*s 
command  given  ta  his  difciples,  began  lirft  to  be  preached  at 
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have  litfn  among  the  pots,  yet  fhall  ye  be  as  the  wings-  of  a 
dove  covered  with  filvcr,  and  her  feathers  with  yellow  gold." 
Art  thou  now  and  then  affrighted  at  the  fight  of  the  pale 
countenance  of  the  king  of  terrors,  fo  as  to  fall  a  trembling 
at  the  thoughts  of  thy  diflblution  ?  Well,  even  in  this  cafe 
there  i^  an  a£l  of  grace  to  fecure  thee  againft  danger,  Hof. 
xiii,  14.  Art  thou  afraid  of  a  fentenc«  of  condemnation, 
-when  thou  corned  before  the  tribunal  ?  There  is  an  acfl: 
or  law  of  grace  that  fecures  thee  againft  this,  Rom.  viii. 
!•*  "  There  is  no  condemnation  to  them  which  are  in  Chriil 
Jefup."  Thus  you  fee  that  there  are  laws  of  grace  iffiicd  out 
of  Ziort  anfwering  ^jcvery  cafe.  What  (hall  I  fay  more  ? 
By  this  law  of  grstec  God  has  bound  himfclf  to  be  •*  our 
God,"  and  that  "  we  (hall  be  his  people,"  that  "  he  will 
never  leave  us  nor  forfake  us,"  that  "  he  will  heal  our  back- 
flidings,  love  us  freely,  and  receive  us  gracioufly."  In  a  word, 
all  the  promifcs  of  the  covenant  are  afls  of  grace,  or  gracious 
interlocutors  iflued  from  a  throne  of  grace,  for  the  benefit  of 
loft  fmners. 

But  may  the  finncr  fay,  Thefe  indeed  are  glorious  and  fur- 
prifing  laws ;  but  alas  !  I  have  no  intercft  in  them,  I  dare 
not  claim  the  benefit  of  thefe  a£ts,  for  I  am  a  finner,  I 
am  far  offl  I  anfwer.  Ads  of  grace  are  only  calculate  for 
finners ;  a  righteous  man  doth  not  ftand  in  need  of  an  ^€t 
of  grace,  but  of  an  a£l  of  juftice  in  his  favours.  If  thou  wert 
as  righteous  as  Adam  was  before  he  fell,  thou  might  claim 
life,  and  all  things  belonging  to  it,  as  a  debt ;  but  thou  art  a 
finner,  who  has  loft  all  claim  and  title  to  life  by  the  law  of 
works ;  and  the  law  of  grace  is  fitted  and  calculated  by  Infinite 
Wifdom  for  fach  only.  And  whereas  you  fay,  you  arc  far  off; 
know  for  your  encouragement,  that  grace  ("peaks  "  peace  to 
them  that  are  far  off,  and  to  them  that  are  near,**  If.  Ivii.  19. 
and  Adls  ii.  39.  "  The  promife  is  unto  you,  and  to  your  child- 
ren, and  to  all  that^re  afar  off:  To  you  is  this  word  of  falva- 
tion  fent."  This  law  of  grace  is  preached  to  every  creature, 
that  every  creature  that  hears  it  may  take  the  benefit  thereof, 
and  come  in  to  God  through  Chrift  by  viituc  thereof.  1  pro- 
ceed now  to, 

IV.  The  fourth  thing  propofed,  which  was,  to  give  you 
Come  of  the  excellent  qualities  and  properties  of  this  law  0/ grace 
coming  out  of  Zion.  O  Sirs,  it  is  the  moil  excellent  law  for 
a  loft  finncr  that  ever  was.  The  excellency  of  it  will  appear 
in  the  following  particulars,  which  may  be  improven  as  fo  ma- 
ny motives  to  eicite  and  engage  finners  to  cake  the  benefit  of 
it. 

I.  then. 
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I.  thpn,  It  is  a  iife*givin;r  law  to  them  that  arc  legally  aod 
fpiritually  dead.  Since  the  fail  of  Adam  the  law  of  command- 
ments never  pave  life  to  any  of  his  poftcrity ;  no^  ,the  law  of 
works  h  weak  through  the  corruption  of  nature,  to  do  any 
thing  for  fallen  man.    Inftead  of  giving  V^^e^  it  claps  on  the 
fentence  of  death  upon  ns  for  ^every  ^nd  the   Icaft  finful 
thought,  word,  or  aiftion.     The  apoftlc  plainly  infinuatses  that 
neither  life,  righteoufncfe,  or  any  ^oodj  can  come  to  a  (kincr 
by  any  commanding  law  whatever.  Gal.  iii.  21.     "  If  there 
had  been  a  law  given  which  could  have  .given  life,  verily 
rightcoufncfs  (houM  have  been  by  the  law."     But,  Sirs,  I 
•bring  you  glad  tidings  of  great  joy,  wfiich  may  make  the 
heart  of  a  fvnner  to  flighter  in  his  breoft  ;  although  the  iaW 
coming  out  of  Sinai,  or  the  law  of  commandments,  cannot 
give  life  or  rightcoufnefs,  yet  here  is  a  law  of  grace  coming 
out  ^f  Zion,  that  gives  both  -,  and  if  thou  wilt  but  give  this 
law  a  fair  bearing,  life  will  come  in  with  it  to  thy  dead  foul. 
If.  Iv.  3.     '^  Hear,  and  your  foul  fliail  live,  and  I  will  make 
an  everlafting  covenant  with  you,  even  the  fure  merdea  of 
David."     And  what  is  it  that  the  loft'fmner  is  to  hear  ?  You 
fee   how  catr>eft   the  Lord  is  for   finners  to  Men,  three 
times  in  a  breath  he  calls  them,  ver.  2.  3.  to  ztxth  their 
attention,  Hearken  ^lligenflyy  and  then  a  fecond  time,  IfioHne 
your  ear^   and  a  third    time  it.  is  repeated,  with  a   promife 
of  life,  if  they  will  give  him  a  hearing,  "  Hear,  and  yoUr 
foul  ihall  live."     Well,  furely  fomething  of  moment  b  to 
tc  faid  after  all  this  folemn^ty,  yer.   4.   you  have  ati  zQt 
of  fovereign  grace,  making  a  grant  of  Chrift  to  loft  (mncrs, 
and  it  is  (bcfides  all  the  former  folemnities)  uihcred  in  with 
a  Btholdj  as  a  note  of  attention   and  admiration,  **  fi^hold 
I  have  given  him  for  a  witnefs  to  the  people,  for  a  leader 
and  commaiKler  to  the  people."  There  is  the  law  of  grace  coi- 
ming  out  of  Zion,  and  **  whoever  believes  itj'ftiall  not  |>erifii, 
but  have  everlafting  life."     O  let  the  loft  fitiner  entertain 
and  welcome  it,  for  "  it  is  a  faithful  faying,  and  worthy  of 
all  acceptation."     See  the  law  giving  life  proclaimed  by  the 
apoflJe   John,    under   the   notion    of  the    record   of    God, 
I  John  v.  II.**  This  is  the  record,  that  God  hath  given  to  us 
ttcinal  life  :  and  this  life  is  in  his  Son."     O  Sirs,  fet  to 
the  feal  that  God  is   true,   »pply  this  grant  of  eternal  life 
through  Chrift  to  your  own  fouls  in  particular,  hold  God  at. 
his  word,  for  he  will  not  go  back ;  "  his  gifts  axe  witlrout 
repentance." 

But  O,  may  you  fay,  that  God  has  given  eternal  life  to 

theelcft,1ind  to  belitvers,  I  believe  to  be  a  truth;  but  he 

Aas  riot  given  eternal  life  to  the  like  of  me,  for  I  am  none 
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of  thcfc  I  anfwer,  Many  ene  fliall  go  to  hell  who  fet  to 
their  feal  to  this  as  a  truth,  that  God  has  giten  eternal  life  to 
the  eleft,  and  to  believers  ;  and  therefore  that  cannot  be  the 
thing  intended  by  the  Spirit  of  God  in  that  record :  no,  the 
meaning  muft  be^  that  God  has  in  his  indefinite  promife^  by 
an  aft  of  fovereign  grace,  made  a  grant  of  eternal  life  to  fin« 
ners,  loft  and  undone  iinners  of  Adam's  family ;  and  this  is 
ifiued  out  of  Zion,  that  every  one  may  take  the  benefit  of  it,' 
by  fctting  to  the  feal  that  God  is  true  and  faithful,  not  to  othera 
only,  but  true  to  his  own  foul  in  particular ;  that  he  has  givea 
or  granted  eternal  life  to  me  in  and  through  his  Son  Jefu* 
Chrift,  in  whofc  hand  eternal  life  lies,  ready  to  be  given  out 
to  every  one  that  takes  hold  of  it,  by  virtue  of  the  law  of  grace, 
or  covenant  of  grace  and  promife.  O  Sirs,  take  the  benefit 
of  this  grant  of  fovereign  grace,  fince  no  leis  than  your  life, 
yea,  the  eternal  life  of  your  fouls  lies  at  the  (lake :  "  Skin  for 
ikin,  yea,  all  that  a  man  hath  will  he  give  for  his  life."  And 
if  the  life  of  the  body  be  fo  valuable,  that  a  man  will  rift:  all 
that  he  hath  in  a  world  to  preferve  it,  how  much  more  valu« 
able  is  the  life  of  the  immortal  foul  ?  O  think,  and  think  again, 
upon  thac  awful  word  of  Chrift,  "  What  is  a  man  profited,  if 
he  (hall  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lofe  his  own  foul  ?  or  what 
(hall  a  man  give  in  exchange  for  his  foul  ?"  Matth.  xvi.  26.  For 
the  Lord's  fake  then,  take  the  benefit  of  this  law,  giving  life 
to  your  poor  fouls,  which  muft  inevitably  peri(h  through  eter* 
nity  if  you  do  not. 

2.  This  law  coming  out  of  Zion  is  a  law  of  hve.  The 
gofpel  it  is  juft  the  warm  breath  of  a  God  of  love.  Love 
is  the  imperial  attribute  of  his  nature ;  and  to  make  way  for 
its  manifeftation,  in  a  confiftency  with  the  honour  of  juitice, 
God  fpared  not  his  own  Son,  but  gave  him  to  the  death  for 
us  all  ^.  O  *•  herein  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that 
he  loved  us,  and  (ent  his  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for  out 
fins*  The  gofpel  is  the  proclamation  of  this  love  of  God, 
in  giving  Chrift  and  all  things  freely  with  him  :  John  iii. 
16.  **  God  fo  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his  only  be* 
gotten  Son,  that  whofoever  believeth  in  him,  (hould  not 
pcriih,  but  have  everlafting  life."  Every  word  of  the  gof- 
pel fmclls  rank  of  the  love  of  God  to  loft  finners.  Here 
vi^  may  fee  his  wings  of  love  fptead  out  to  cover  and 
hide  them  from  avenging  wrath  and  iuftice,  the  arms  of  love 
ftretched  out  to  embrace  them,  the  hand  of  love  held  out  to 
help  them,  the  eyes  of  love  beholding  them  with  infinite  com- 
paflion,  the  bowels  of  love  fending  out  a  found  after  them, 
crjing,  **  Turn  ye,  turn  ye,  why  will  ye  die  ?  As  I  live,  I  have 
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no  pkafure  in  the  death  of  the  wicked,  but  rather  th^t  they  Carii 
unto  me  and  live  '* 

3.  The  law  coming  out  of  Zion  is  a  righteous  law,  or  a 
law  of  rightcoufnefs  to  the  guilty  fmner,  who  is  far  from 
righteoufnefs.  Sirs,  you  and  1  are  fond  enough  by  nature 
to  fcek  rightcoufnefs  by  the  law  of  works^  though  it  be  a 
thing  utterly  impra£licable  for  any  (inner,  that  has  but  once 
broken  a  command  of  that  law,  to  attain  it.  We  read  in- 
deed that  the  Jews  attempted  it,  **  they  went  about  to  efta- 
blifh  a  righteoufnefs  by  the  law,  and  would  not  fubmtt  un- 
to the  righteoufnefs  of  God."  Well,  but  did  they  make  it 
put?  No -,  fee  what  the  apoftle  fays,  Rom.  ix.  31.  32* 
**  Ifrael,  which  followed  affeer  the  law  of  rightcoufnefs,  hath 
not  attained  to  the.  law  of  righteoufnefs.  Wherefore  ?  Bc- 
caufe  they  fought  it,  not  by  faith,  but  as  it  were  by  the 

.  works  of  the  law  ;  and  by  the  works  of  the  law  (hall  no  flefli 
living  be  juftified."  But,  Sirs,  though  ye  can  never  attain 
righteoufnefs  by  the  law  of  works,  yet  here  is  a.  law  by 
which  righteoufnefs  may  be  attained,  yea,  a  righteoufnefs 
which  will  anfwer  the  law  of  works  in  all  the  commands, 
demands,  and  penalties  of  it :  Rom.  viii.  3.  4.  ^^  What  the 
law  could  not  do,  in  that  it  was  weak  through  the  fleih,  God 
fending  his  own  Son,  in  the  likenefs  of  (inful  fle(h,  and  for 
fm  condemned  (in  in  the  fleih  :  that  the  righteoufnefs  of  the 
law  might  be  fulfilled  in  us,  who  walk  not  after  the  flefli  but 
after  the  Spirit.''  The  gofpel,  which  is  the  law  coming  out 
of  Zion,  reveals  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  for  the  fake  of 
which  God  is  well  pleafed,  becaufe  it  magnifies  the  law  of 
works,  and  makes  it  honourable.  It  not  only  reveals  this 
righteoufnefs,  but  brings  ic  near  to  the  (inner,  who  is  far 
from  having  any  rightcoufnefs  of  his  own  :  If.  xlvi.  12.  13. 
**  Hearken  unto  me,  ye  ilout*hearted,  that  aie  far  from  righ- 
teoufnefs :  I  bring  near  my  rightcoufnefs."  Sirs,  the  devil, 
and  an  unbelieving  heart,  will  perfuade  you,  that  Chriit, 
and  his  righteoufnefs  are  quite  out  of  your  reach,  and  that 
it  is  needlefs  for  you  to  look  after  it  \  Chrift  is  in  heaven, 
and  how  fliajl  I  be  the  better  of  him  ?  But,  for  the  fake 
of  your  immortal  fouls,  beware  of  this  way  of  thinking, 
for  it  brings  in  a  fecret  defpair  into  the  heart,  that  makes 
men  hang. down  their  hands,  and  turns  them  quite  care- 
Icfs  and  indiflFerent  about  Chrift,  his  righteoufnefs,  and 
falvation.  See  what  the  apoftle,.  fays  to  you  and  me,  Rom. 
X.  6 — 8.  He  had  told,  ver.  5.  what  the  law  of  works  fays, 
**  The  man  which  dqjh  thofe  things,  fliall  live  by  them  ;'• 
but  then  he  tells  what  the  gofpel  fays,  which  he  calls  "  the 
righteoufnefs  of  faith,  becatife  therein  the  righteoufnefs  of  God 
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k  revealed  from  faith  to  faith,"  from  the  faith  of  God  reveal- 
ing:, to  the  faith  of  man  receiving.  Well,  what  fays  the 
gofpel,  or  the  law  giving  righteoufnefs  ?  It  **  fpeaketh  on 
this  wife.  Say  not  in  thine  heart.  Who  (hall  afcend  into 
heaven?  (that  is,  to  bring  Chrift  down  from  atove)  or, 
Who  {hall  defccnd  into  the  deep  ?  (that  is,  to  bring  up  Chrift 
again  frpm  the  dead)  But  what  faith  it  ?  The  word  1$ 
nigh  thee,  even  in  thy  mouth,  and  in  thy  heart  :  that  is 
the  word  of  faith,  which  we  preach."  What  can  be  near- 
er to  a  man,  than  the  word  that  is  in  his  mouth,  or  the 
thought  that  is  in  his  heart  ?  Yet  fo  near  doth  Chrift,  and 
his  righteoufnefs,  and  falvation,  come  to  every  man  that 
hears  the  gofpel ;  for  if  when  we  are  fpeaking  of  it,  or 
thinking  of  it,  our  fouls  would  but  believe  it,  Chrift  and 
his  righteoufnefs  becomes  our  own  for  ever.  And  there- 
fore, you  that  would  have  a  righteoufnefs  to  anfwer  the 
charge  of  the  law  of  works,  a  righteoufnefs  that  will  bear 
you  through  when  you  come  to  the  tribunal  of  God,  O 
take  hold  of  the  law  of  faith  coming  out  of  Zion  ;  "  for 
therein  is  revealed  the  righteoufnefs  of  God,"  Chrift  is  there- 
in given  and  offered  as  "  the  Lord  our  righteoufnefs.  He 
was  made  fin  for  us,  who  knew  no  fin  j  that  we  might  be 
made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him." 

4.  The  law  which  comes  out  of  Zion,  as  you  heard,  is  an 
indemnifying  law,  Heb.  viii.  12.  If.  xliii.  25.  The  very  name 
of  him  whofe  law  it  is,  is  "  The  Lord,  merciful,  and  gracious, 
{)ardoning  iniquity,. tranfgrefiSon,  and  fin/'  that  is,  all  forts  of 
ivns,  great  and  fmall ;  and  whatever  be  their  number  or  quality, 
it  is  his  glory  and  prerogative  to  forgive.  It  is  true,  "  he 
will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty,"  without  a  fatisfaSion  to 
juftice;  but  the  fatisfa£lion  is  made,  the  ranfom  is  found, 
and  he  .is  juft  in  pardoning  as  well  as  in  condemning;  he  is 
juft  in  pardoning  the  finner  that  believes,  as  well  as  juft  in 
.  condemning  the  finner  that  believes  not.  Yea,  for  your  en- 
couragement to  take  the  benefit  of  God*s  indemnity  that 
comes  out  of  Zion,  I  tell  you,  that  the  juftice  of  God  is  more 
glorified  in  pardoning  the  finner  through  Chrift,  than  in  pu- 
niihing  and  exacting  the  debt  from  the  finner  in  his  own  per- 
fon :  for  when  juftice  falls  upon  the  finner,  and  exads  the 
debt  of  him,  it  will  be  taking  fatisfaflion  of  the  criminal  for 
ever,  and  yet  will  never  -be  fatisfied  ;  but  when  he  aflbils  a 
finner  through  the  blood  of  Jefus,  as  mercy  is  magnified,  fo 
juftice  is  fatisfied  to  the  full.  Hence  is  that  of  the  apoftle, 
Kom.  iii.  25.  26.  "  Whom  God  hath  fet  forth  to  be  a  propi- 
tiation, through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righteoufnefs 
for  the  remiflion  of  fins  that  are  paft,  through  the  forbearance 
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of  God;  to  declare,  I  fay,  at  this  time  his  rij^teoufnefs ? 
that  he  might  be  juft^  and  the  juftifier  of  him  which  beiieveth 
in  Jcfus." 

5.  The  law  coming  out  of  Zion  is  a  law  of  peace  y  or  a  lav 
Tnafling  peace,  and  proclaiming  peace  to  the  fmner,  who  has 
been  waging  war  againfl;  heaven :  *'  I  create  the  fruit  of  the 
lips ;  peace,  peace  to  him  that  is  far  off*,  and  to  him  that  is 
near."  Indeed  an  abfolute  God  appearing  from  a  tribunal 
of  juftice,  proclaims  red  war  againil  every  finner,  every  tranff 
grcflbr  of  his  law  ;  <*  he  is  angry  with  the  wicked  every  day,'^ 
yea,  fo  angry  that  he  declares  "  there  is  no  peace  to  the 
wicked ;  he  will  wound  the  head  of  his  enemies,  and  the 
hairy  fcalp  of  him  that  goes  on  in  his  trefpaflcs."  But  the 
fame  God  appearing  from  mount  Zion,  from  a  mercy-feat 
fprinkled  with  the  blood  of  Jefus,  proclaims  peace  to  the 
greateft  finner  on  this  fide  of  hell  $  he  holds  out  the  fceptre 
of  peace  to  them,  inviting  them  to  toucli  it,  and  *^  takd 
hold  of  his  llrengtb,  that  they  may  make  peace  with  him* 
^nd  they  (hall  have  peace  with  him."  Sec  a  word  to  this 
purpofe,  2  Cor-  v.  19.  20..  **  God  was  in  Chrift,  reoon-f 
ciling  the  world  unto  himjTelf,  not  imputing  their  trefpafles 
unto  them ;  and  hath  commicted  unto  us  the  word  of  recon*^ 
ciliation.  Now  then  we  are  ambaffadors  for^  Cbrift,  ap  though 
God  did  befeech  yoi;  by  us;  we  pray  you  in  Chrift's  (lead, 
be  ye  reconciled  to  God."  O  then,  rebels,  take  the  benefit 
of  the  law  coming  out  of  Zion ;  and  he  who  *'  afcended  up 
on  high,  and  led  captivity  captive,  and  received  gifts  fprnoeni 
even  for  the  Vebeliious/'  will  give  grace  even  unto  you. 
**  Let  the  wicked  forfake  his  way,  and  the  unrig^hteous^an 
his  thoughts ;"  and  let  him  turn  by  faith  to  a  God  in  Chrift,  ' 
**  and  he  will  have  mercy  upon  him,  atid  to  our  God,  for  he 
will  abundantly  pardon." 

6.  This  law  coming  out  of  Zion  1%  a  law  of  tiheriy  to  the 
finner,  who  is  a  lawful  captive  to  the  law  and  juftice  of  Co^y 
and  under  bondage  to  fin  and  Satan  ;  Chriil  having  fatisfied 
juftice,  grace  fteps  up  to  the  throne,  and  iflues  out  her  war- 
ant  for  finners  to  go  free*  By  this  law  coming  put  of  Zion, 
it  is  enabled,  that  the  finner  ihouM  come  forth,  and  he  that 
fits  in  darknefs  is  allowed  to.fliew  himCelf  as  a  freeman  in  the 
eyes  of  the  whole  world.  1  fav,  this  law  is  a  law  of  liberty,  not 
to  fin,  but  of  liberty  from  fin,  from  the  guilt,  filth,  and  power  of 
it,  '^  Sin  (hall  not  have  dominion  over  you,"  is  one  of  the 
royal  ftatutcs  of  the  court  of  grace,"  O  •^  prifoners,  come 
forth,"  accept  of  liberty,  upon  the  law  iflulng  out  of  Zion. 
How  dcfervedly  fliall  ye  lie  in  chains  through  eternity  with 
the  devils,  if  ye  do  not  ? 

7.  The  law  corying  out  of  Zion^  is  an  eafy  law,  no  hard 
•  '  ta(lw 
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taflc  impofcd  oa  you  is  the  condition  :of  life.  It  docs  not  re- 
quire you  to  do  and  livCi  as  the  law  of  works  doth}  it  does 
not  require  you  to  fpin  a  ri^hteoufnefs  ovt  of  your  pwn  bowels, 
but  to  receive  a  tighteoufnefs  wrought  hmic  by  a  Su^rety, 
aod  made  ready  to  your  hand-,  it  does  not  require  you  to  pur- 
chafe  falvationto  yourfelves,  but  to- receive  a  falvadon  already 
purchased  by  Chrifl: ;  it  does  not  bind  you  to  obey  the  law, 
in  order  to  obtain  a  title  to  life,  but  it  prefents  you  with  a 
title  to  life,  through  him  who  is  the  righteous  Hetri  «ven  Je- 
fiis  Chrift.  Here  then  is  a  law  that  needs  not  be  grievous,  a 
yoke  that  is  eafyt  a  burden  that  is  light  indeed ;  yea,  this  law 
of  faith,  it  makes  the  law  of  works  eafy  and  light,  becaufe  it 
affords  righteoufnefs  to  fulfil  it  as  a  covenant,  and  ftrength  to 
obey  k  as  a  mte-  So  that,  I  fay«  it  is  an  eafy  hw  that  comes 
out  of  Zlon,  it  is  a  law  of  reft  to  the  weary ;  ^'  Come  unto 
me  ait  y^  that  nrp  weary,  and  heavy  laden,  and  I  wiU  gjve 
you  reft  f  and  wheneyer  a  poor  ibul  by  faith  takes  the  bene* 
&  of  this  law  of  grace,  immediately  he  friers  inh  refi^  HcU 
iy.  3. 

8.  This  law  coming  out  of  Zion  is  a  digmfying  and  polii/Ua'^ 
ting  law ;  whoever  takes  the  benefit  of  it,  that  moment  he  bc^ 
comes  "  a  fon  of  God^  an  heir  of  God,  and  a  joint- beir  wiiji 
Jefus  Chrift  ;  he  has  a  name  given  him  better  than  of  fon^ 
and  daughters,  even  an  everiafting  name  that  fliall  never  be 
cut  off."  You,  and  I,  as  w€  are  defcendants  from  the  firft 
Adapoi,  are  bafe  born  heirs  of  hell,  children  of  wrath  and  con« 
demnatton  ;  but  here  is  a  law,  which,  if  improved  and  r^cei- 
Tcd  by  faith,  doth,  by  an  aft  of  grace,  tranAate  you  out  of  the 
family  of  hell  into  the  family  of  heaven*.  *^  To  as  many  as 
received  him,  to  them  gave  he  power  to  become  the  fons  of 
God,  even  to  them  that  believe  on  his  name."  O  then  take 
the  benefit  of  the  law  of  grace. 

9«  It  is  a  law  of  adoraUe  fivereig«ty.  Never  did  the  fove« 
reignty  and  royal  majefty  of  Heaven  (hinc  with  fuch  a  luftre 
and  beauty  in  the  law  iiTued  from  Sinai,  as  it  doth  in  this  law 
of  grace,  which  comes  out  of  Zion.  Indeed  the  fovereignty 
of  juftke,  equity,  btkI  holinef6)  (hined  and  doth  fhine  in  the 
commandments  of  that  law  which  was  puUiihed  at  mount 
Sinai  •,  but  in  this  law  which  comes  out  of  Zion-,  the  fove- 
reignty of  grace,  love,  and  mercy  (bines,  arid  the  jufti<:e,  ho- 
Jincfs,  power,  and  wifdom,  and  other  attributes  of  the  divine 
nature,  which  were  difplayed  in  the  law  of  works,  appear  as 
fo  many  pillars  fupporting  the  fabric  of  grace,  and  the  ad):s  of 
grace  which  are  publi(hcd  in  the  gofpel. 

10.  This  law  coming  out  of  Zion  is  zfare^  Jirm^  and  irrem 
pcilaiU  law,  which  can  never  be  difai^nulkd  $  it  is  *^  of  grace, 
^'  that 
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that  It  may  be  furie  to  all.  the  feed  ;"  it  is  furer  than  the  la^ff 
of  the  Medies  and  Perfiati^,  furer  than  any  bond  or  charter 
that  ever  was  framed  by  the  wifdom  of  man.  The  worm  and 
moth  will  eit  all  yoUr  charters  to  your  earthly  inheritances  ; 
but  the  gofpeUcovcnant,  which. is  the  law  of  grace,  is  a  char- 
ter, that  caiinot  change  fdr  ever,  it  is  •"  cftablifhed  in  the  very 
heavens ;  )^tfij,  heaven  and  eiarth  :fhall  pafs  away,  but  one.  jot  or 
tittle  off/  (hallnevef  fall' to  the  ground.  The  mountains  (hall 
depart,  and  the  hills  be  removed,  but  my  kindnefs  (hall  not 
depart  from  thee,  neither  (hall  the  covenant  of  my  peace  be 
removed,  faith  the  Lord,'that  hath  mercy  on  thee.'* 

II.  The  law  coming  out  of  Zion  is  a  law  that  lies  open  to 
every  man  that  hears  or  reads  it ;  I  mean,  every  man  has  li- 
berty to  take  the  benefit  of  it.  Yoa  know  every  man  in  Bri- 
tain has  the  benefit  of  the  laws  of  the  kingdom,  or  of  the  ads 
of  parliament,  or  proclamations  of  the  jibing.  Adlsxix.  38.  faysthc 
town^clerk  of  Ephefus  to  the  people  that  were  rifen  in  a  mob 
at  the  inftigation  of  Demetrius, "  If  Demetrius  and  the  crafcf- 
men  which  are  with  him,  have  a  matter  againd  any  man,  the 
law  is  open ;"  fo  fay  I,  as  the  laws  of  the  kingdom  are  open 
to  rich  or  poor,  to  claim  the  benefit  of  them  in  the  proper 
courts  of  the  kingdom;  fo  the  law- of  grace,  the  covenant  of 
promife,  is  open  to  all  that  livip  within  the  vifible  church,  the 
kingdom  of  Chrift.  **  O  blefTed  are  the  people  that  know 
this  joyful  found,'*  fo  a^  to  take  the  advantage  of  it;  **  the 
promile  is  unto  you,  and  to  all  that  are  afar  off."  We,  that 
are  minifters  intimate  and  proclaim  the  gofpel,  the  law  of 
grace,  that  every  creature  may  take  the  benefit  of  it ;  that 
which  was  once  fpoken  in  the  car,  or  rounded  in  fecret  into 
the  ears  of  the  difciples,  do  we  now  proclaim,  as  "  upon  the 
,  houfe  tops,  or  inthe  high  places  of  Zion :  Unto  you,  O  men,  do 
we  call,  and  our  voice  is  to  thefons  of  men.  0  /  Let  us  fear, 
left  a  promife  being  left  us,  "^ny  of  us  (hould  feem  to  come 
ihort  of  it."    So  much  for  tht  fourth  thing. 

V,  Tht  ffth  thing  in  the  method  was,  to  inquire  into  the  dif- 
ference and  agreement  between  the  law  coming  out  of  Zion^  and  the 
/aw  coming  out  of  Sinai ;  or,  in  other  words,  between  the  law 
and  the  go/pel. 

I.  then,  The  law  of  commandments  coming  outof  jSinai 
is  a  thing  known  (though  not  in  its  uttermoft  latitude  and  ex- 
tent) by  the  light  of  nature;  as  is  clear,  Rom.  ii.  14. 15*  where 
the  apoftle  tells  us,  that  "  the  Gentiles  which  had  not  the 
law,  do  by  nature  the  things  contained  in  the  law,  thefe  ha- 
ving not  the  law,  are  a  law  unto  thenifelves  :  which  fhew 
the  work  of  the  law  wiiteti  iu  their  hearts,"  &c.  The  writings 
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of  Seneca^  Flato,  Confucias,  and  other  heathen  mdrals,  are. 
incontefted  evidences  of  the  truth  of  this.  But  now  the  gof- 
pely  or  the  law  of  grace,  which  cotneth  out  of  Zion,  is  a 
thing  only  known  by  fupcrnatural  revelation  from  on  high. 
Search  all  the  volumes  of  the  heathen  philofopherfy  from  one 
end  to  the  other,  you  ihall  never  find  in  them  the  lead  hint 
of  an  incarnate  Deity,  or  of  the  glorious  myftery  of  falvation 
through  a  crucified  Chrift.  Indeed  they  difcovered  God  as  a 
creating  God^  and  as  a  governing  God,  as, a  commanding 
and  threatening  God;  but  they  never  difcovered  him  as  a 
promifing  God  in  Chrift;  no,  no,  this  is  only  owing  to  the 
difcovfery  that  God  has  made  of  himfelf  in  the  gofpel.  Yea,, 
the  myftery  of  falvation  through  Chrift  is  fo  much  out  of  the 
ken  of  natural  reafon,  that  even  after  it  is  revealed  externally 
in  the  difpenfation  of  the  word,  yet  fuch  is  the  ignorance  and: 
depravation  of  nature,  and  the  ftrong  bent  that  it  hath  to-, 
ward  the  law,  that  it  cannot  know,  and  cannot  receive  it,  till 
a  beam  of  fupematural  light  (hine  into  the  hean :  hence 
Chrift  tells  his  difciples,  **  Unto  you  it  is  given  to  know  the 
iliyfteries  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  but  to  others  it  is  not 
given.*'  The  light  of  natural  reafon  is  fo  far  from  receiving 
the  goipel  revelation,  that  it  fpurns  at  it,  and  oppofes  it 
with  might  and  main  :  ^^  How  can  this  man  give  us  his 
flefh  to  eat?'*  faid  the  Jews  to. Chrift.  The  gofpel  preach-, 
cd  by  Paul,  was  "  a  ftumbling-block  to  the  Jews,  fooliftmefs 
and  vain  babbling  to  the  Greeks  and  wife  Athenians."  hence 
comes  the  difficulty  of  b>rlieving  in  Chrift  to  the  faving  of 
the  foul.  The  ftrong  bias  and  current  of  nature  muft  be 
altered,  atid  reafon  (which  fits  king  in  the  foul)  depofed 
from  its  fovereignty,  and  lie  down  as  a  fervant  at  the  feet 
of  fovereign  grace  reigning  through  the  imputed  righteouf- 
nefs  of  the  Son  of  God :  and  you  know  the  change  of  go- 
vernment and  adminiftration  in  a  kingdom  is  not  effected 
commonly  without  a  mighty  ftruggle  between  parties  con- 
tending for  the  fovereignty;  hence  comes  the  ^^  confufed  noife 
of  the  warriour,  and  garments  rolled  in  blood  :'^  felf- reafon, 
felf-will,  felf  rightcoufnefs,  and  felf-confidcncc,  ftudy  to 
maintain  their  claim  to  the  government  of  the  heajrt  againft 
grace ;  and  this  makes  as  it  were  the  company  of  two  ar- 
mies, between  whom  the  war  is  continued,  till  death  found  the 
retreat. 

2.  The  office  of  the  law  of  works  coming  out  of  Sinai  is  to 
difcover  fin  and  guilt;  **  it  was  added  becaufe  of  tranf- 
greffions,"  fays  the  apoftle.  "  By  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of 
fin,  and  lin  by  the  cosimandment  appears  to  be  exceeding  fin- 
&1  i"  and  at  the  bar  of  the  law,  **  the  whole  world  \a  tovitvd 
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gmky  hetott  God  i  no  fleih  living  can  be  juftiffed/'  if  God 
deal  with  ud  adGording  to  the  terms  and  tenor  of  the  law.  Bat 
now  the  office  and  province  of  the  gofpel  coming  out  of  Zion 
is  to  dirco<ver  Chrift,  as  ^'  the  Lord  oar  righteoufitefs,  and 
the  end  6i  the  law  for  righteoafnefs  to  every  one  that  belie- 
veth.**  The  gofpel  tells  us,  that  "  Chrift  has  finifbed  tranf- 
greflion,  and  made  an  end  of  (in,  brought  in  an  everlafting 
irighteoufnefs ;  that  he  was  made  fin  for  us,  who  knew  no  fin, 
that  wc  might  be  made  the  righteoafnefs  of  God  in  him,"  The 
gofpel  (hews  how  the  righteoafnefs  of  the  law  may  be  fulfill- 
ed in  us,  namely,  by  God's  impotatton  and  faith's  acceptation 
of  the  rigbteoufnefs  of  God  revealed  for  this  end  in  the  gof- 
pel. 

3f.  The  law  of  W0rks  is  a  carfing  and  condemning  word  to 
the  guilty  finder,  *•  Curfcd  is  every  one  that  continaeth  not 
in  all  things  which  are  written  m  the  book  of  the  law  to  do 
them ;"  it  Cries  **  Wo,  wo,  wo  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth :" 
ik>thing  btit  clouds  of  wrath  and  vengeance  are  to  be  feen  by 
a  guilty  finner  when  he  looks  toward  Sinai ;  ^<  indignation  and 
wrath,  tribulation  and  anguifh  unto  every  foul  of  man  that 
doth  evil.''  But  now  the  gofpel  is  a  word  of  Ueffing,  it  pre- 
fcnts  Chrift  the  bleffed  feed  of  Abraham,  and  cries,  "  Men 
fhall  be  blcfied  in  him,  and  all  generations  fhall  call  him  bleff- 
ed.'* The  law  is  a  wor4  of  wrath,  but  the  gofpel  cornea  with 
the  olive  branch  of  peace  \  the  law  difplays  the  red  flag  of  war, 
but  the  gofpel  cads  out  the  white  flag  of  reconciliation,  faying, 
"  God  wa»  in  Chrift,  reconciling  the  world  unto  himfelf," 
fending  out  a  word  of  reconciliation  ;  and,  *'0  how  beautiful 
are  the  feet  of  them  that  preach  the  gofpel  of  peace,  and  bring 
gl^ad  tiding*  ol  good  things !" 

4.  The  law  coming  out  of  Sinai  is  a  flaying  and  killing 
word  to  the  (inner.  Paul  had  the  ei^perience  of  this  at  hia 
firft  convevfion  V  it  was  a  keen  arrow  dipped  ih  law-vengeance, 
that  (truck  him  to  the  ground  in  his  way  going  to  Damafcus, 
and  nwde  him  cry,  "  Lord,  wbst  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?" 
Hence  it  is  that  he  thus  expreflTes  himfelf,  Rom.  vii.  9.  lo.  ^'  I 
was  alive  without  the  law  once :  but  when  the  commandment 
c^me,  fm  revived,  and  I  died.  And  the  commandment  which 
vas  ordained  to  life,  L  found  to  be  unto  death."  But  now 
the  gofpel,  or  the  law  coming  out  of  Zion,  is  a  word  of  life  ^ 
the  firit  found  of  the  gofpel,  when  it  reaches  the  heart,  is  like 
life  from  the  dead  to  the  poor  foul  that  was  lying  in  the  re- 
gions and  (hadow  of  death ;  by  it  we  are  ^^  begotten  unto  a 
lively  hope  of  eternal  life,  to  an  inheritance  incorruptible, 
and  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away.?'  It  is  with  a 
vkw  10  the  preaching  ^nd  ^u\)\\uX\QtL  of  the  gofpel  in  the 
2  \^^^^ 
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fo^tt  of 'It,  that  Chrift  fays,  John  v.  25.  *'  The  Kour  iff 
eomrng,  atid  tiow  is,  when  the  dead  (hall  hear  th^f  voice  bf 
the  Som  of  God :  and  they  that  hear  Oiall  live  :"  hence  the 
gpfpel  i^  "  the  power  of  Gad  unto  falvation,"  it  container 
«<  the  Words  of  eternal  Kfe."  "  Go  (fays  the  Lord  to  the 
dpod^^s,  whien  he  is  difAiifTiflg  them  from  the  prifon,  into 
which  they  were  {hut  up  by  the  ^erfecuting  Jews),  Go,  (land 
sHisd  preach  ift  the  temple  to  the  people,  dll  the  wotds  of  this 
lifcv*'  that  16,  go  preach  the  g(rfpel,  publifh  my  law  of  grace 
unto  loft  iiiffwrs,  maugre  all  xhz  malice  and  power  of  your  ene- 
mies, A£ts  t.  20. 

5.  The*  law  of  works  coming  out  of  Sinai,  is  a  word  o^ 
bondage  ;  birt  the  gofpiel  coming  forth  from  Zion,  is  a  word 
of  frccdortt  and  liberty.     This  the  apoftle  iliuftrates  at  great 
length,  Gat  it.  from  ver.  22.  and  downward,  where  he  eomw 
.  pares  thefe  that  are  under  the  law  unto  Magar  and  lAinael  hei^ 
foa  ;^  thefe  who  are  of  the  gofpel,  or  children  of  the  ptoiftiift, 
unto  Sarah  and  her  fon  Ifaac,  ver.  24.  **  Whiicfc  tiiiftgs  are 
art  allegory ;  for  thefe  arc  the  two  covenants,   the  bne  froni 
the  mount  Sinai<  which  gendereth  to  bondage,  which  is  Agar/^ 
And,  ver-  25.  26.  *<This  Agar  is  mount  Sin^i  in  Arabia,  and 
anfwereth  to  Jerufal^m  whicih  iiow  is,  afid  is  in  bondage  witf^ 
ber  cbMren.     But  Jerufalem  which  is  above,  is  firee,  whi^h* 
is  the  mother  of  us  ail."  And,  ver.  28.  "Now  we,  Iwethren^ 
as  Ifoac  was,  ate  the  children  of  promife.'*  Aod,  vet*  JO.  "  Gaft 
out  the  bond- woman  and  her  fon:  for  the  foA  of  the  bond^ 
woman  (hall  not  be  heir  with  the  fon  of  the  firee-^omah." 
From  all  which  it  appears,  that  the  law  is  ar  Word  0f  bbtidage^ 
and  they  that  cleave  unto  it  are  in  bondage  to  (in,  to  Satan^ 
to  the  curfe  and  wrath  of  God ;  but  the  gofpel  is  a  wiord  of 
liberty^  atid  .they  who  do  by  faith  receive  and  entettairi  the  . 
joyful  found  of  it,  are  not  the  children  of  the  bDnd-Woman^' 
but  of  the  frccj  being  freed  from  the  law  as  a  covenatit,  freed 
from  its  curfe,  from  the  dominion  of  (in,  and  che  p^wtt  c^ 
Satsm,  and  advanced  into  the  glorious  Itbi^tf  of  thfc  children' 
of  God.     Jt  is  very  remarkable,  that  Ifhmad,  th^  fon  of  th^' 
bond- woman,  is  caft  out  of  the  family,  even  after  he  had  dene  . 
many  things  in  obedience  to  his  father  Abraham  j  all  his  fer* 
vices  he  bad  done  in  the  family  would  n<^  give  hlffl  a  titki  to 
the  inheritance  f  na,  notwithAanding  of  all  he  had  done,  he  is^ 
dlfinherited :  jaft  ft>  is  it  with  the  legaljft,  who  keeps  and 
obeys  the  law  in  a  fervile  way,  with  a  view  to  entitle  himfe'lf 
to  the  inheritance,  or  to  deliver  himfclf  from  hell  ind  wt^tfr 
by  his  obedience  v  all  his  fervrce  (binds  for  nothing,  at  laft  he 
i&  caft  out  with  the  fon  of  the  bond- woman.    Uut  as  Ifatic,  be?. 
i«g  a  child  of  promife,  was,  by  virtme  of  the  ptoiwift,  entitled 
Vol.  L  3  X  \v:cwvq 
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unto  Abraham's  ellate>  before  ever:  he  was  capable'  to  do  hi» 
father  any  fervice  ;  juft  fo  is  it  with  believers,*  they  renounce 
all  claim  to  tlie  inheritance  of  eternal  life  by  the  law,  or  the 
works  of  it,  and  fcrve  themfelves  heirs  to  the  inheritance  by 
virtue  of  the promj/e^  which  isyeaandamen  in.  ChriA,  Thus,  1  fay, 
the  law  gendereth  to  bondage,  but  the  gofpel  unto  liberty  and 
freedom. 

6.  Whatever  the  law  gives  to  any  of  Adam's  race,  it  gives 
Sn  a  way  of  debt,  whether  it  be  life  or  death.  If  a  man  keeps 
the  law  perfeftly,  he  ihall  have  life  as  his  reward,  and  as  a 
debt  due  to  him  in  a  paftional  way  -,  if  he  bipeak  the  law,  he 
(hall  have  death,  as  a  debt  due  for  his  rebellion  againft  Heaven  ; 
hence  "  the  waf^es  of  fin  is  death:"  Rom.  iv.  4.  ".To  him' 
tjiat  worketh,  is  the  reward  not  reckoned  of  grace,  but  of  debt." 
But  now  whatever  the  gofpel,  or  the  law  coming  outof.Zion, 
gives,  to  any,  it  gives  in  a  way  of  grace  or  free  gift  j  hence  we 
:|re  told,  that  ^'  the  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life,  through  Jefus 
Chrift  our  Lord  j"  and  this  is  aflcrted  upon  the*  record  of  a 
Trinity,  *<  that. he  hath  given  unto  us  (viz.  of  his  own  fove?* 
reign  grace)  eternal  life,  and  this  life  is  in.  his  Son.  It  is  "  not 
"by  works  of  righteoufnefs,  which  we  hive  done,  but  according 
to  his  mercy  that  he  faves  us."  By  the  law  of  works  iuftice 
reigns  either  unto  eternal  life,  or  to  eternal  death,  as  the  law 
is  kept  or  .broken ;  but  by  the  law  of  faith,  or  the  gofpel,. 
**  grace  reigns  through  righteoufnefs  unto  eternal  life,  by  Jefus 
Chrift  our.  Lord." 

'  7.  The  law  of  works  is  calculate  for  the  juftification  of  a 
righteous  man,  like  Adam  in  a  ftate  of  perfe£b  integrity,  and 
it  fpeaks  peace  to  none  but  fuch  :  but  -  the  gofpel, .  or  law 
touiing  out  of  Zion,  is  calculate  for  the  juftification  of  the 
fallen,  ruined,  and  bankrupt  finner ;  it  ftjcws  a  way  how  God 
doth  juftify  the  ungodly,  R09).  iv.  5.  '*  To  him  that  worketh 
not,  but  believeth.  on  him  that,  juft ifieth  the  ungodly." 
None  but  they  who  own  themfelves  ungodly  and  unrigh- 
teous, can  ecjoy  the  privilcige  of  juftification  by  the  gof- 
pel;  for  **  Chrift  came  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  finners 
.  to  repentance."  v 

,  8.  The  law  of  works,  through  the  depravation  of  nature, 
irritates  ami  ftrengthens  corruption -,  Rom.  vii.  5.  '*  The 
motions  of  fins  which  are  by  the  law,  work  in  our  mem- 
ber's to  bijng  forth  fruit  unto  death."  And,  vcr.S.  "Sin  ta- 
king occafion  by  the  commandment,  wrought  in  me  all  man- 
ner of  concupifcence."  And,  ver.  11.*'  Sin  taking  occafion  by 
the  commandmerit,  deceived  me,  and  by  it  flew  me."  From 
which  it  appear?,  that  the  law,  confidered  abftraftly,  iiiftead 
<»f  being  the  death  of.  fin,  is  the  ftrcngth  of  it.  When- 
ever 
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ever  the  commandment  of  the  law  is  broken,  the  curfe  takes 
place,  of  which  this  is  a  particular  branch,  that  fuch  a  man 
(hall  be  given  up  to  the  power  of  fin,  that  he  may  be  ca- 
pable^  to  do  nothing  but  fin,  a;id  (in  on  till  he  has  ripened 
himfclf  for  hell  and  wrath ;  "  My  people  would  not  hearken 
to  my  voice ;   and  Ifracl  would  none  of  me.     So  I  gave 
them  up  to  their  own  hearts  lull ;    and  they  walked  in  their 
own  counfels."     It  is  the  voice  of  the  law,  and  the  mod 
terrible  voice  that  it  utters  on  this  fide  of  hell,  Such  a  man  is 
*^  joined  to  his  idols,  let  him  alone;  he  builds  altars  to  fin, 
and  altars  (hall  be  unto  him  to  fin."     Thus  the  law  of  works 
inftead  of  weakening  fin  in  the  foul,  gives  up  the  finner  to  the 
power  of  fin,  that  he  may  go  on  without  any  reftraint,  till  the 
final  fentence  of  the  law  be  execute  with  a  vengeance.     And 
then  corrupt  nature  is  fo  impetuous,  that  the  more  it  is  hem- 
med in  by  the  law,  the  more  doth  it  fwell  and  rage,  till  it  has 
broken  down  and  broken  through  all  the  boundaries  the  law 
fet  againft  it.     Thus,  I  fay,  the  law  o,f  works  abftradlly  confi- 
dered,  through  the  depravation  of  nature,  irritates  and  forti- 
fies corruption.     But  now  the  gofpel,  or  law  coming  out  of 
Zion,  enters  into  the  heart,  and,  through  the  power  of  the 
eternal  Spirit,  waftes,  weakens,  and  kills  it  in  the  very  fource 
and  fountain ;  for  "  we  through  the  Spirit  do  mortify  the 
deeds  of  the  body,"     And  how  do  we  receive  the  Spitit? 
*'  Not  by  the  works  of  the  law  but  by  the  hearing  of  faith." 
I  own  indeed,  that  the  law  which  urges  obedience  and  doings 
may  have  fo  much  influence  upon  thofe  who  are  under  it,  as 
to  fmooth  and  polifh  their  outward  converfation ;  but  yet  it 
leaves  the  heart  and  will  obftinate  againft  its  fpiritual  con)- 
mands  ;  the  iron  finew  is  never  bowed  by  any  power  that  the 
law  hath,  corruption  keeps  the  throne  in  the  heart :  but  gof- 
pcl-grace  enters  the  ftrong  holds  of  iniquity,  cafts  down  the 
high  imaginations  that  advance  themfelves  againft  the  know«> 
ledge  of  Chrift,  and  brings  every  thought  unto  his  obedience* 
Mofes  we  read  entered  the  border  and  outikirts  of  Canaan, 
fuch  as  the  country  of  Sihon  king  of  the  Amorites,  and  Og 
king  of  Bafhan,  but  never  pierced  into  the  heart  of  the  coun- 
try to  fubdue  the  Canaanites  ;  this  was  left  for  Jplhua,  a  type 
of  our  Jesus  :  juft  fo  is  it  here,  the  mpft  the  law  can  do  to 
them  that  are  under  it,  is  only  to  reftrain  fin  in  the  converfa- 
tion, to  reform  the  life-,  it  may  bring  a  man  to  ferve  in  th^  old- 
nefs  of  the  letter,  while  fin  Oill  keeps  the  throne  in  the  heart; 
hence  either  pride  or  hypocrify,  or  raging  defpair,  remains 
-vith  the  legalift ;  it  is  only  the  gofpel,  or  the  law  coming  out 
of  Zion,  that  is  "  the  power  of  God  unto  falvation" 

9.  The  law  of  works  coming  out  of  Sinai  is  a  word  of  pre- 

C{»pt^    - 
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ccptt  or  a  commanding  word ;  but  the  law  conriing  out  of 
Zion  18  a  promifing  word.  By  the  gofpcl  God  fiiews  what 
he  is  to  do  for  us  and  to  us  of  his  fovereign  grace  \  by  the  law 
he  (hews  what  we  are  to  do  for  him  in  point  of  duty,  *^  H« 
hath  (hewed  thee,  O  man^  what  is  good;  and  what  doth  the 
Lord  require  of  thee,  but  to  60  iuAly,  and  to  love  mercy,  and 
to  walk  humbly  with  thy  God  :"  By  the  gofpel  God  fliews 
what  we  mtiy  ezpe£l  /rom  him ;  and  by  the  law  he  fhewsi 
what  he  expedls'from  us,  in  a  way  of  duty  and  gratitude* 
The  gofpel  is  the  bounflary  of  faith  or  things  tabe  beUeved  ; 
the  law  is  the  boundary  of  praftice,  or  things  to  be  done  by 
us.  In  a  word|  all  precepts  whatfoever  belong  to  the  law ; 
but  all  promifes,  offers^  and  revelations  of  grace,  beloag  to 
the  gofpcl. 

10.  The  law  of  works  enjoins  duty,  but  gives  no  ftrength 
to  difcharge  it;  the  law  does  not  furni(h  the  bankrupt  with 
any  new  (tock  wherewith  to  fall  a-trading,  but  fuppofes  us  to 
have  the  flock  and  (Irengtli  that  God  gave  us  at  our  creation  s 
it  abates  nothing,  remits  nothing  of  its  demands  upon,  the  ac- 
count of  our  weaknefs,  but  requires  as  much  fervice  of  the  fick 
and  weak  (inner  as  if  he  were  found  and  fllrong ;  it  admits  of 
no  compofition  or  allowance  to  the  infolvent  debtor.  But  now 
the  law  coming  out  of  Zion  confiders  the  fmner  as  bankrupt ; 
and  therefore  prefents  him  with  an  everlaftitjg  righteoufrufty 
wherewith  to  anfwer  the  law  as  a  covenant :  it  confiders  him 
as  wholly  impotent  for  any  duty ;  and  therefore  leads  him  out 
of  himfelf  to  Chrift,  as  the  '^  i).r4^ngth  of  the  poor  and  needy ; 
it  gives  power  to  the  faint,  and  increafes  ftrength  to  them 
that  have  no  might  ;**  it  teaches  the  foul  to  fey.  Though  I  be 
not  fufficient  to  think  a  good  thought,  or  to  do  any  duty  of 
the  law,  yet  ^^  I  can  do  all  things  through  Chriil  (Irengthen^ 
ing  me."  The  gofpcMaw  coming  out  of  Zion  CQn(idt:rs  the 
man  as  poor ;  and  therefore  prefents  htm  with  '^  gold  tried 
in  the  fire,  to  enrich  him :"  it  cof^fiders  him  as  naked;  and 
therefore  prefents  him  with  nvhiie  raiment:,  as  blind ;  and  pro- 
vides him  with  eye-falve^  that  he  may  fee  :  it  confiders  him  as 
ftarving  for  want ;  and  therefore  invites  him  to  *'  cat  that 
which  is  good,  and  to  delight  himftlf  in  the  abundance  of 
fatnefs :"  as  bewildered  ;  apd  tlicrcfore  (hews  fainp  **  the 
new  and  living  way"  to  glory,  crying,  **  This  is  the  way,  walk 
ye  in  it."  1  hus  I  have  (hcweu  fomc  of  the  principal  differ- 
ences between  the  law  and  the  gofpcL 

I  fl^all  conclude  the  doflrinal  part  of  this  dificourfe,  by 
pointing  out,  in  a  few  words,  the  harmony  and  agreement  be- 
tween them  ;  for  although  there  be  all  therfe  differences  be« 
tween  the  law  and  the  gofpel^  yet  there  i^  no  feud  between 

them. 
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therttt  They  fireetly  ftand  together  in  their  proper  place ; 
the  Jaw  is  not  againft  the  gofpeJ*  act  the  gofpel  ^g^inSt  the 
law ;  no,  there  is  a  pleafant  harmooy,  which  will  appear,  if 
we  confidcr,  that  by  tlie  gofipcl,  the  law  reaches  ira  cod, 
<*  Cliriil  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs  to  every  one 
that  bclicvcth."  In  the  gofpcl  we  fee  the  law  fulfilled  as  a 
covenant,  and  fettled  as  a  rule  of  obedience.  1  fay,  it  is  ful* 
filled  as  a  covenant  by  the  righteoulhefs  revealed  in  the  gof- 
pcl ;  yea,  not  only  fulfilled,  but  "  magnified  and  made  ho- 
nourable/' anew  and  fupcradded  glory  refleAed  upon: it,  by 
Chrift,  the  Son  of  God,  his  being  "  made  under  the  Jaw,  to 
redeem  us  who  were  under  the  law."  A«d  then  by  the  gof- 
p;2l  it  is  alfo  fettled  as  a  rule  of  obedience,  Rom.  iii.  31*  "  Do 
we  make  void  the  law  through  faith  ?  God  forbid  :  yea,  we 
eftablifh  the  law."  The  gofpcl  brings  to  light  new  motives 
and  arguments  to  obedience,  which  the*  law  itfclf,  abftradiy 
confidered,  could  never  afford,  namely,  arguments  drawn 
from  the  confideration  of  redeeming  grace  and  love,  which 
have  a  more  conftraining  power  to  dbedience  with  an  inge* 
nuous  fpirity  than  all  the  curfes  and  penalties  that  the  law  de- 
nounces againft  thefe  who  do  not  continue  in  diedience 
thereto. 

Again,  the  harmony  of  the  law  and  gofpel  appears  in  this, 
that  the  law  paves  the  way  to  the  entertainment  of  gofpeU 
grace ;  for  it  is  "  a  fchool-mafter  to  lead  us  unto  Chrift,  that 
we  may  be  juftified  by  faith."  The  law  is  a  lance  in  the 
hand  of  the  chirurgcon  to  open  the  ulcer  of  fin  and  corrup- 
tion within  us ;  the  gofpel  as  a  medicinal  balfam  drains  and 
gradually  heals  it,  when  applied  in  a  way  of  believing  :  the 
law  is  a  plough  to  till  up  the  fallow-ground  of  the  heart  of 
man  5  the  gofpel  is  the  good  feed  caft  into  the  furrows,  which 
being  impregnate  by  the  dew  of  heaven,  makes  it  fpring  up 
to  everl ailing  life  :  die  law  is  as  a  hammer  to  break  the  rock 
in  pieces;  the  gofpel  diflblves  it  with  the  warm  fire  or  the 
love  of  God  flied  afbroad  in  the  heart  by  the  Holy  Ghoft* 
Thus  the  law  is  fubfervient  to  the  great  defign  of  the  gofpel. 

Again,  what  the  law  teaches  preceptivcly,  the  gofpcl  teachef 
effeftively  j  the  law  enjoins  the  duty,  the*gofpcl  furniflies 
with  grace  to  obey  it ;  there  is  no  duty  the  law  requires,  but 
there  is  fuitable  furniture  in  the  gofptl-promife  to  difcliArge 
it.  Doth  tiie  law  require  us  to  kfiow  the  Lord^  which  is  the 
firfl:  precept  in  the  moral  law  ?  Well,  here  is  fuitable  grace 
provided  in  the  gofpel,  "  I  will  give  them  an  heart  to  know 
me,  that  1  am  the  Lord."  Doth  the  law  require  us  to 
^'  trull  in  him  at  all  times  ?**  -Well,  the  gofpcl-promift  is  * 
failed  unto  this,  "  They  (hall  truft  in  the  name  of  the  Lord^** 
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Zeph.  III.  12.  Doth  it  require  of  us  to  '*  love  the  Lord  our 
God  with  all  the  heart,  fouJ,  ftrength,  and  mind  ?"  Here  is 
gofpcl-grace  to  eiFeftit,  **  I  will  circumcife  their  hearts  to 
love  the  Lord  their  God.*'  Doih  it  crave  obedience,  faying, 
•*  Walk  before  me,  and  be  thou  perfeft  ?'*  Well,  the  grace 
of  the  gofpel  fays,  •'  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within  you,  and 
caufe  you  to  walk  in  my  ftatutes,  and  ye  (hall  keep  my  judge- 
ments and  do  them.*'  Doth  the  law  enjoin  us  to  **  fanftify 
tJie  Lord  in  our  hearts,  and  make  him  our-  fear  and  our 
dread  V*  The  grace  of  the  promife  exaftly  fuits  that,  **  I 
will  put  my  fear  in  their  hearts,  and  they  fhall  not  depart 
from  me.*'  Doth  the  law  require  us  to  **  call  on  the  name 
of  the  Lord,  to  worfiiip  and  ferve  him  ?*'  The  gofpel  promifes, 
that  *'  the  fpirit  of  grace  and  fupplication  ihali  be  poured  out, 
to  help  our  infirmities,  and  to  teach  us  to  pray,  and  praife,'' 
and  perform  6ther  afts  of  worfliip.  Does  the  law  enjoin  us 
to  repent,  and  turn  from  the  evil  of  our  ways  ?  The  gofpel 
promifes  the  heart  of  fiejh  in  place  of  the  heart  of  flone  ;  and 
tells  us,  that  "  God  fent  his  8on  to  blefs  us,  in  turning- away 
every  one  of  us  from  our  iniquities."  Thus  you  fee  that 
what  the  law  teaches  preceptively,  the  gofpel  teaches  effec- 
tively. 

.  Again,  I  might  tell  you,  that  the  harmony  between  the  law 
and  the  gofpel  appears  in  this,  that  the  law  difcovers  the  (in- 
ner*s  duty,  and  the  gofpel  difcoversthe  obje<S  of  duty  ;  the  law 
enjoins  faith,  the  gofpel  lifts  up  Chrift  the  objeft  of  faith : 
*^  As  Mofes  lifted  up  the  ferpent  in  the  wildernefs,  even  fo  is 
the  Son  of  man  lifted  up,'*  viz.  upon  the  gofpel-polc  \  **  that 
whofocver  believeth  in  him,  fhould  not  periih,  but  have  eter^ 
nal  life."  The  law  enjoins  the  finner  to  love  God  with  all 
the  heart  5  but  it  is  the  gofpel  only  that  pirefents  God  in  fuch 
a  view,  as  to  become  an  objeft  of  love  to  a  guilty  finner, 
namely,  as  he  is  a  reconciled  God  and  Father  in  Chrift  5  for 
viewing  God  at>folutely,  as  he  is  -prefentcd  in  the  glafs  of 
the  holy  law,  he  is  an  objeft  of  terror  inftead  of  love.  The 
law  enjoins  us  to  turn  from  fin,  under  the  pain  of  eternal 
wrath  and  vengeance ;  the  gofpel  (heWs  the  finner  a  refuge 
unto  which  he  is, to  turn,  "  Turn  ye  to  your  (Irong  hold,  ye 
prifoners  of  hope."  The  law  enjoins  mourning. for  fin, 
•*  Rent  your  hearts  and  not  your  garments  ;"  the  gofpel  pre- 
fents  a  crucified  Chrift,  wounded  for  our  tranfgrcfllions, 
bruifed  for  our  iniquities,  whom  when  the  finner  views  by 
faith,  he  "  mourns,  as  one  doth  for  an  only  fon,  and  is 
in  bitternefs,  as  one  is  in  bitternefs  for  a  firft  born.*' 
The  law  requires  us  to  worihip  the  Lord  our  God  \  the 
gofpel  4ifcover6  both  the  obje£l  and  the  way  of  worfhip  j 
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I  (iiy  the  gofpel  difcovers  the  objefl:  of  wofihrp,  iramely  a 
God  in  Chrifl:,  and  the  way  to  the  holieft  opened  by  the  blood 
of  Jcfus. 

To  conclude,  the  law  by  its  terror  fwceps  away  the.  re- 
fuge of  lies;  the  gofpel. difcovers  a  new  foundation  of  hope 
and  help,-  faying,  "  Behold,  I  lay  in  Zion  for  a  foundation^ 
a  ftpne,  a  tried  (lone,  a  precious^  corner* itone,  a-  fure  foun- 
dation: and  he  that  believeth  on  him,  Ihal).  not  be  con- 
founded." The  law  faps  the  foundation  of  fand,  and  over- 
turns the  tower  that  the  (inner  w^s  building  in  order  to 
reach  heaven  by  it ;  the  gofpel  difcovers  the  rock  of-  ages, 
upon  which  the  finner  may  build,  his  houfe,  againft  which- 
the  gates  of  hell  (hall  never  prevail.  The  law,  when  view* 
cd  fpiritually,  drives  the  (inner  put  of  himfelf,  by  difcover* 
ing  his  emptinefs,  poverty,  ind  mifery ;  the  gofpel  draws 
and  invites  him  out  of  himfelf,  by  difcovering  the.  all-ful- 
jacfs  of  a  Redeemer  to  fupply  his  wants,  though  never  fo 
grefit.  T.he  law  lets  the  man  fee  that  he  has  no  money  not 
price  ;  the  gofpel  (hews,  that  though  he  has  no  .money  nor 
price,  yet  he  may  come  and  buy  gold  tried  in  the^  ^r?,  white . 
raiment,  and  eye-falve.  The  law  lets  the  (inner  fee  that  he 
is  (hut  up  in  a  pit,  wherein  there  is  no  waUr ;  the  gofpel. 
(hews  how  the  iii;in)er,  by  the  blood  of  Gpd's  covenant  may 
con^e  forth  out  of  the  pit,  and  opens  a  fountain  of  Hying  wa« 
ter,  where  he  may  draw  and  drink  with  joy.  The  law  leads 
us  to  Chrift  for  righteoufnefs  ;  the  gofpel  fends  us  to  th^  law 
as  a  rule  of  obedience,  as  a  light  to  pur  feet,  and  a  lamp  to 
our  paths.  Thus  the  whole  life  and  work  of  a  Chriftian  is  a 
continual  traffic  from  the  law  to  the  gofpeI>  and  from  the  gof- 
pel, back  again  to  the  law  as  a  rule.  So  much  then  (hall  ferve 
for  clearing  the  harmony  and  agreement  betwixt  the  law  and 
the  gofpel.  .  . 

VI.  Thtftxih  and  lafl  thing  propofed,  was  the  application  of 
the  whole.  And  thcfr/i  ufe  (hall  be  by  way  of  caution,  to  pre- 
vent the  abufe  of  this  doftrine.  .        - 

Although,  as  ye  have  heard,  there  be  fuch  a  law  of  grace 
ilTued  out  of  Zion  for  the  falvation  of  loft  finners ;  yet  let 
none  from  this  conclude,  or  infer,  that  the  law  of  command- 
ments coming  oiit  of  Sinai  is  to  be  laid  afide  as  a  thing  ufe- 
lefs  under  the  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel.  There  are  two 
extremes  corrupt  nature  is  ready  to  carfy  people  into,  who 
hear  the  word  preached  ;  they  are  ready  either  to  turn  in 
to  the  Antichriftian  or  Antinomian  camp.  I  fay,  fome  arc 
ready  to  turn  in  to  the  Antichriltian  camp,  by  fetting  up 
tlie  law,  and  the  works  thereof,  in  the  room  of  Chrift  and 
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his  c¥«hfting  tighttfotifrKife  5  and  thi*  is  the  cfttrefhe  th^t' 
al)  te^2difts  ruft  ii^d,  ^hofcf  hearts  ate  not  feffiticntly  loo 
fcd  from  the  law  as  a  covenant.  But  then  there  are  others, 
iNriio,  llavifig  fo«¥e  notional  knoteledg^  o>f  the  doiflrine  of' 
gracie,  «f  the  law  eonving  out  of  Ziorii  itt  their  heads^  tfid 
being  ftvamgers  to  a*H^  jSaft-acqnaintance  iher^with^  begirt 
to  iMa^e,  that  th^  niora^hiw,  or  the  )a^  of  command' 
roeMs,  lis  an  ufelefs  thing  midct  the  gofp^cl,  and  that  it  is 
a  rndfteir  of  indifTereivey  whether  they  obey  it  or  net ;.  alld 
thtis  toTFt  the  grace  df  our  God  into  lafeitio^nefs.  I  may 
h#ve  cJtcafion  afterward  to  guard  you  agafftft  the  firft  of 
tbefe  extremes ;  at  prcfent  I  ^ould  o^r  ibrlfi^thing  t6  keep 
you  ffdifl  the  AntiBomian  extreme  of  caftiilg  away  the  law 
cdvniftg  out  of  Sinai  as  a  thing  uftleAr  and  ttoptoiirabk  tx^ 
der  rke  gofp^l.  Aftd  tins  I  (hall  eiideavoui^  XA  iby  by  teU« 
ing  yott  dip  icterarl  etceHent  ufes  that  the  fa^^  feiYfes  for,  even^ 
iSttder  the  gofp«l.  I  {h»n  not  enlarge  upon  i^vtk^  fonte  <rf 
them  ba>!^irig  be^  jurfl  now  touched  upot>^  in  clearirrg  the  dif- 
f^tenees  and  bdrmony  between  the  law  and  the  gofpei.  Know 
thetr  that  dfivines  tell  us  of  two  main  eifrds  fof  which  tho  laW 
was  promcriigat^  from  mount  Sinai|  the  one  Wa«  poUticaly  the 
other  iheologicaL 

r.  There  was  a  poKtieal  ufc  of  it,  which  the  apoRk  fettns 
to  poiirt  at,  t  Tirti.  i.  8.  9.  "  We  kno#  that  Sic  kw  is  gi^dy 
if  a  mart  ufe  it  lawfiitHy ;  knowing  this,  that\he  I^w  i^  noi  ttiade 
for  a  righteous  man,  but  for  the  hwlefs  and  difobedient,'  fot 
the  ungodly  and  for  finners,  for  unholy  and  profane,  for  mur- 
<terers  of  fathers  and  murderers  of  mothers,  for  manifayerSy* 
&c. ;  that  is,  it  was  iwade  for  them,  if  not  for  their  rule  th4t- 
it  (hould  be  their  pttnifhment. 

2.  The^rc/ft/  irfe  of  it  is  theological  or  divine.  This  t}ieo- 
logical  or  divine  ufe  and  end  of  the  law  is  twofold,  iftf 
In  thefe  who  are  not  yet  juflified.  2^/y,  In  thefe  that  are  julli- 
fied. 

\fiy  I  fay,  in  thefe  who  aire  to  be  juftificd;  but  are  not  yet  in 
a  ftsfte  of  juftification.  And  tltc  ufe  of  it  with  refpeft  \o  them 
is  to  difcovcr  fin,  or  humble  them  for  it,  that  fo  they  through 
the  law  may  die  to  the  law  as  a  covenant,  atrd  fo  betake  tbciti- 
fdves  toChrift,  who  is  "  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufoef^ 
to  every  one  that  bcKeveth.*' 

^dlyy  In  thefe  that  are  juftified,  the  holy  law  ferves,  (1.) 
As  a  rule  of  obedience,  to  dircft  to  what  is  duty.  (2.)  As 
a  g?afs  to  difcovcr  the  holinefs  of  God,  and  the  imperfec* 
lion  of  our  obedience,  that  fo  we  may  fee  a  conftimt  ufe  for 
Chrilt,  both  for  righteonfncfs,  and  fan£lification.  (3.)  It  ferves^ 
BS  a  bridle  to  rettrain  and  hem  in  rcmaimtig  corruption,  as  « 
a  rod 
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rod  to  chaftife  and  corrca  for  fin,  2  Tim.  iii.  16.  The  Lord 
makes  ufe  of  it  38  a.  whip  to  lafli  his  own  children  witl.  in- 
ward terrors,  when  he  fees  it  needful  for  them  ;  hcncf  wc 
find  them  fomttimes  complaining  that  tht  arrows  of  the  Al^ 
mighty  are  within  them,  vi%,  the  arrows  of  legal  terrors^  dnrik^ 
inv  up  thtixfpiritSf  andfetting  themfelves  in  array  again  ft  them. 
This  is  fomcthing  of  the  "  fpirit  of  bondage  unto  fear,"  wiiich 
yet  believers  do  not  receive  in  a  way  of  vindiftivc  anger, 
AS  the  wicked  dp,  but  in  a  way  of  fatherly  correftLon.  This 
much  then  by  way  of  caution,  to  prevent  Antinomianifm^ 
either  in  principle  or  pradlife.  Beware  then  of  cading  away 
the  law  coming  out  of  Sinai  as  an  ufelefs  thing  \  if  you  do  it^ 
it  is  an  evidence  that  you  never  yet  truly  received  the  grace 
of  the  gofpel.  It  is  among  the  adis  or  laws  of  grace  coming 
out  of  Zion,  that  "  God  will  write  his  law  upon  the  hearts  ef 
bis  people,  and  put  U  into  their  inward  parts  i"  So  as  they  are 
made  to  '*  delight  in  the  law  of  the  Lord  after  the  inward  man.^ 
It  is,  and  will  be  the  ftudy  of  the  true  Ifrael  of  God,  to  walk 
according  to  this  rule  ;  and  David's  prayer  will  be  often  ia 
their  hearts  and  mouths,  Pfal.  cxix.  80.  ^^  Let  my  heart  be 
found  in  thy  ftatutes  ;  that  I  he  not  afliamed  :"  and  ver.  5^ 
**  O  that  my  ways  were  direftcd  to  keep  thy  ftatutes  !**  And 
if  there  be  any  htfre,  who  under  pretence  of  gofpel-gracc,  do 
difcafd  the  law  of  commandments^  I  (hall  only  refer  them  to 
that  awful  word  of  God,  Pfal.  1. 1 6.  17.**  Unto  the  wicked  Go<t 
faith.  What  haft  thou  to  do  to  declare  my  fta;tutes,  or  tbat 
thou  (houldft  take  my  covenant  in  thy  mouth  i  feeing  thoj|;L 
hateft  inftru£iion,  and  cafteft  my  words  behind  thy  back/* 
Do  not  then  pretend  to  be  faved  by  God's  covenant,  while  you 
difrecard  his  commandments. 

Vicfecond  of  this  doctrine  may  be  of  In/otmation,  otflj  in  two 
or  three  thiogs.  Is  it  to  that  the  gofpel  or  law  of  grace  is  iffued 
out  of  Zion,  for  the  benefit  of  finners  lof(  and  condemned  b^ 
the  law  of  works  ?  then, 

1.  See  hence  how  agreeable  it  is  itipto  the  revealed  will  of 
God,  that  a  iinner  believe  in  Chrift.  Why,  in  believing  i$re 
both  anfwex  the  authority  of  God  ei^joining  fakh  in  the.  lavir 
^f  commandments,  and  God's  great  defigainthe  gofpel  or  law 
j^  grax:e,  which  is  to  bring  Chrift  and  his  grace  near  to  fin- 
ners, that  they  may  receive  him  by  faith :  John  xx.  3 1.  ^^  The^b 
things  are  written,  that  ye  might  belieire  that  Jefus  is  the  ChiiSt 
the  8on  of  God,  and  that  believing  ye  might  have  life  through 
his  name.". 

2.  See  the  horrid  evil  of  the  fm  of  unbelie:f,  which  tram- 
ples both  law  and  gofpel  under  £oot«  It  contemns  the  au- 
thority of  Gpd  interp ofed  in  the  law  of  cgmmandments ; 

Vol.  I.  3  Y  ^^^ 
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for  "  this  IS  his  command,  that  ye  believe  on  the  name  of 
his  Son  Jefus  Chrift."  And  it  depifes  the  riches  of  his 
grace  nianifefted  in  the  gofpel  or  law  of  grace,  it  calls  God  a 
liar,  and  in  effeft  fays,  not  a  word  or  promife  that  ever  he  ut- 
tered is  to  be  trufted  :  remember  that  awful  word,  Heb.  x.  28. 

29-  ^  . 

3.  From  this  doctrine  fee  what  a  fair  lay  (inners  living 
under  the  gofpcl-difpenfation  have  for  the  eternal  falvation 
of- their  fouls;  why,  they  have  the  law  comii»g  out  of  Zion, 
ViOiS  of  grace  and  mercy  iflued  out  and  proclaimed  to  them, 
and  they  fully  warranted  and  authorifed  to  take  the  benefit 
thereof.  If  a  company  of  condemned  rebels  had  the  king's 
indemnity  or  aft  of  grace  proclaimed  to  them,  and  the  aft  put 
in  their  hand,  who  would  be  to  blame  if  they  did  not  take  the 
benefit  of  it  ?  furely  none  but  themfelves.  The  cafe  is  the  very 
fame  with  finneis,  condemned  by  the  law,  by  confcience,  and 
heaven  and  earth  ;  they  have  the  gofpel  or  law  of  grace  pub- 
lifted  to  them,  with  this  view,  "  That  they^  may  not  periQi, 
but  have  cverlafting  life  ;  for  unto  you  is  the  word  of  this  falva- 
tion fent,  the  promife  is  even  to  them  that  are  afar  oflF."  O  Sirs, 
<<  how  fliall  yc  efcape  if  ye  negleft  fo  great  a  falvation,"  and  a 
falvation  brought  fo  near  to  you  in  the  *'  word  of  faith  which 
we  preach  ?"  Rom.  x.  8. 

4.  See  hence  what  a  happy  and  aufpicious  government  and 
adminiflration  believers  are  under ;  they  are  not  under  the  ri- 
jgorous  adminiflration  of  the  law  or  covenant  of  works,  requi- 
ring either  perfeft  or  fincerc  obedience  as  the  condition  of  life, 
but  under  the  mild  government  of  grace,  where  the  law  co- 
ming out  of  Zion  prevails:  Heb.  xii.  i8»  compared  with 
ver.  22 — 24.  *'  Ye  are  not  come  unto  the  mount  that  m:-^ht 
be  touched,  and  that  burned  with  fire,  nor  unto  blacknefs,  and 
darkiiefs,  and  tcmpeft  :— but  ye  are  come  unto  mount  Zion, 
and  unto  the  city  of  the  living  God,  the  heavenly  Jcrufalem, 
and  to  an  innumerable  company  of  angels,  to  the  general  af- 
fcmbly  and  church  of  the  firft-born  which  are  written  in  hea- 
ven, and  to  God  the  judge  of  all,  and  to  the  fpirits  of  juft  men 
made  perfcft,  and  to  Jefus  the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant^ 
and  to  the  blood  of  fprinkling,  that  fpeaketh  better  things 
than  that  of  Abel."  Every  fon  of  Adam  lives,  within  the  con- 
fines of  one  of  thefe  mountains  ;  I  mean,  of  mount  Sinai,  or 
mount  Zion.  The  fmncr  that  is  out  of  Chrift,  let  him  be 
what  he  will,  a  fober  moralift,  a  painted  hypocrite,  or  loofc 
and  profane,  he  lives  within  the  confines  of  mount  Sinai,  and 
remains  a  debtor  to  do  the  whole  law,  under  pain  of  eternal 
death  :  but  that  moment  a  finner  believes  in  Chrift,  by  virtue 
of  the  covenant  of  £T2i(;e,  ot  X\\^  \vh  iffued  forth  from  Zion,  he 
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is  joined  to  that  heavenly  corporation  of  the  church  militant  and 
triumphant,  confiding  of  angels,  and  the  fpirits  o#juft  men 
made  perfeft,  and  imperfeft  on  earth,  whereof  Chrill  is  the 
glorious  head  (called  mount  Zion  and  the  heavenly  JerufMcm^^ 
where  he  is  for  ever  delivered  from  the  commanding  and  con- 
demning power  of  the  law  as  a  covenant,  fo  that  he  is  no  more 
to  look  either  to  be  juftificd  or  condemne^d  thereby.  By  the 
law  coming  out  of  Zion,  he  1$  exempted  from  the  command 
of  the  law  as  a  covenant,  fo  that  it  cannot  exa£):  obedience 
of  him,  as  the  condition  of  life,  this  being  done  by  the  Surety  ; 
he  is  exempted  alfo  from  the  curfe  of  the  law  as  a  covenant, 
fo  that  it  cannot  threaten  him  with  the  penalty  of  eternal 
death,  Chrift  his  Surety  having  endured  that  in  his  room  and 
ftead,  fo  that  there  is  no  condemnation  to  him,  being  ia 
Chrift  Jefus ;  not  only  fo,  but  by  virtue  of  his  union  with 
Chrift,  the  Heir  of  all  things,  he  is  entered  among  <*  the 
general  aflembly  of  the  firft-born,"  who  are  all  "  heirs  of 
God,  and  joint-heirs  with  Jefus  Chrift."  Thus,  I  fay,  the 
believer  lies  under  a  happy  and  aufpicious  adminiftration, 
on  which*  account  we  may  apply  the  words  of  Mofes,  Deut. 
xxxiii.  29.  "  Happy  art  thou,  O  .Ifrael :  who  is  like  unto  thee> 
O  people  faved  by  the  Lord,  the  ftiield  of  thy  help,  and  who 
is  the  fword  of  thy  excellency !"  or  this  of  Balaam,  Num.  xxiii. 
9.  "  The  people  (hall  dwell  alone,  and  fhall  not  be  reckoned 
among  the  nations." 

5.  From  this  doftrine  fee  wjience  it  is  that  believers,  when 
under  the  influence  of  the  fpirit  of  faith,  have  fuch  boldnefs 
and  affurance  in  coming  to  a  throne  of  grace  ;  why  the  maa 
has  law,  even  the  law  coming  out  of  Zion,  on  his  fide^  and 
this  gives  tim  courage  and  boldnefs  in  afking  grace  and  mer- 
cy to  help  him  in  time  of  need.     You  know,  a  man,  who  has. 
bufinefs  in^  any  court,  if  he  has  law  on  his  fide,  holds  up. 
his  head,  and  looks  with  an  air  of  courage,  and  fpeaks  with 
boldnefs  to  the  judge.     This  is  the  cafe  with  the  believer,  he 
has  the  law  coming  out  of  Zion,  the  a£l:s  of  grace,  adls  of 
peace,  I  mean,  all  the  promifes  of  the  well-ordered  covenant,  on 
his  fide  ;  he  pleads  upon  thefe,  fattens  upon  the  veracity  of  a 
God  of  grace,  and  requites  him  to  do  as  he  hais  faid,  to  fee  to 
the  execution  of  his  own  will  of  grace,  enadled  at  a  throne  of 
grace,    and    regiftrate   in  -the   court-bqok  of  t)^z  grace   of 
God ;  this,  1   fay,  is  the  grouqd   of  his  confidence,  Heb. 
X.  22.  "  Let  us  draw   near  with  a  true  heart,   in  full  af-  , 
furancc  of  faith,  having  our  hearts  fprinkled   from   an  evil    ., 
confcience,  and  our  bodies  walhed  with  pure  water  -,"  up.-  • 
on  which  it  follows,  ver.  23.  "  For  faithful  is  he  that  h?tU 
promifedf" 
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Ufe  ihird  of  this  c^oatine  may  be  of  Confutation  to  Papift*, 
Arminians,  Pelagians,  BaxterianS)  atid  others,  who  make  the  . 
gofpel  a  new  perceptive  or  commanding  law,  requiting  faith, 
repentance,  finccrc  obedience,  and  the  like,  which  they  fay 
were  never  required  in  the  moral  law  from  Sinai,  whereby 
thfcy  defttoy  one  of  the  maii?  differences  between  the  law  and 
the  gofpel  -,  forj  as  I  faid  already,  the  law  is  a  fyflem  of  pre- 
cepts, the  gofpel  a  fyftem  of  promifes,  or  aSs  of  grace  ftriS- 
ly  confidered  i  and  to  bring  in  new  commands  into  the  gof- 
pel, which  were  nfrer  contained  in  the  moral  law,  has  been, 
and  is,  a  doftrine  of  a  mod  pernicious  tendency,  in  regard  it 
derogates  from  the  perfeiftion  of  the  moral  law,  as  if  under 
the  gofpel  there  were  fins  which  it  doth  not  forbid,  and  duties 
which  it  doth  not  yeqiiire.  They  who  affert,  that  faith  and 
repentance  are  not  enjoined,  and  that  unbelief  and  impeniten* 
cy  are  not  forbidden,  even  in  the  firft  commandment  of  the 
moral  law,  contradift  our  received  ftandards  of  doftrine,  par* 
ticularly  the  Larger  Catechifm  explaining  the  firft  com- 
xnand  ;  they  muft  needs  affert  another  righteoufnefs  than  the 
righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  to  fulfil  the  new  gofpel  law,  fiJeing 
Chrift  was  not  made  under  it,  but  under  the  moral  law,  as  a 
covenant,  to  redeem  Us  who  are  under  it.  When  we 
finned  in  Adam  wc  did  not  bteak  the  new  gofpel-law,  but  the 
old  moral  laW  of  the  ten  commandments  ;  and  if  Adam 
never  broke  that  new  gofpel-law  they  fpeak  of,  his  pofte- 
xity  cannot  be  blamed  if  they  want  power  to  repent  and 
believe  -,  and  if  fntth  and  repentance  be  enjoined  by  a  new 
kw,  it  is  equitable  that  a  new  fund  of  flrcngth  be  given,  in 
order  to  our  obeying  it  :  and  thus  the  Pelagian  univerfal 
grace  beftowed  on  every  man  that  hears  the  gofpel  is  introdu- 
ced. Many  other  things  might  be  faid  on  this  head,  but  I  do 
not  infift. 

Ufe  fourth  may  be  oi-Trtah  Whether  arc  you  tinder  the 
law  of  Sinai,  or  of  Zion  ?  Whether  are  you  under  tiic  law- 
covenant  or  gofpel-covenant  ?  Are  you  yet  ftaying  at  mount 
Sinai,  with  the  bond- woman  and  her  feed  ?  or  arc  you  come 
to  mount  Zion,  the  place  of  freedom  and  liberty,  with  the 
children  of  the  promife  ?  For  clearing  of  this  matter  1  offct 
the  following  things  by 'way  of  trial. 

I.  If  the' law  nevci;  flew  you,  yoti  are  yet  under  it,  and 
married  to  it  as  a  hufband :  Gal.  ii.  19.  "  1  through  the  Jaw,^ 
tarn  dead  to  the  law."  Rom.  vii.  9.  •*  !  was  alive  without 
.  the  law  once ;  but  when  the  commandment  came,  fin  re* 
vivcd,  and  I  died."  Every  man  naturally  fits  mounted  upon 
th^  throne  of  his  own  imaginary  righteoufnefs  ;  he  imag.iiesi 
himfelf  to  be  alive,  and  that  he  is  capable  to  do  well  enough. 
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by  hiB  own  endeavours  after  life  ;  but  when  the  law  of  Gbd 
comes  in  its  fpirituality,  it  (hakes  the  foundation  of  his  refuge 
of  iieSi  juft  as  the  earthquake  (hook  the  foundation  of  the  pri- 
fon  at  the  jailor's  converiion,  making  the  poor  man  to  cry  out, 
•*  O  what  (hall  I  do  to  be  favcd  ?"  Try  yourfelves  then  by  this. 
Has  God  brought  you  to  the  foot  of  Sinai,  making  the  thun- 
jders  of  his  law  to  awaken  you  out  of  your  fecurity  ?  Has  he 
given  you  fuch  a  view  of  the  law  in  its  extent  and  fpirituality, 
that  you  became  quite  dead  to  all  conceit  of  righteeufntft  by 
any  doing  or  obedience  of  your  own,  faying,  **  All  ray  right 
teoufnefs  is  as  filthy  rags  ?*'  If  you  were  never  yet  brought  to 
this  pafs,  I  fear  you  are  yet  ftrangcrs  to  the  law  of  grace  iffuing 
out  of  Zion,  and  that  you  are  yet  under  the  law  of  works  as  a 
covenant. 

2.  You  who  do  not  know  what  it  is  to  watch,  and  pray, 
and  wreftle  againft  the  legal  bias  of  your  hearts,  it  is  a  iign 
that  you  are  yet  cleaving  to  mounc-Sinai  law.  As  every  man 
by  nature  is  feeking  righteoufnefs  by  the  law  of  works  :  fo 
believers  thcmfclves,  while  they  have  any  thing  of  the  old 
Adam  in  them,  will  find  a  (Irong  bias  in  their  hearts  to  return 
to  that  huiband  ;  he  finds  it  a  matter  of  the  utmoft  difiicalty 
to  keep  his  treacherous  legal  heart  from  rcfting  on  bis  dudes, 
frames,  graces,  attainments,  as  a  ground  of  acceptance  before 
God  i  and  a  fenfe  of  this  makes  him  mourn  before  the  Lord 
as  much,  if  not  more,  than  for  his  other  failings  and  infirmities 
And  therefore  you  who  know  nothing  of  this  natural  bent  of 
your  hearts  towards  the  law  as  a  covenant ;  and  you  who  do 
not  know  what  it  is  to  watch,  and  pray,  and  wrefUe  againit 
this  bias  of  your  hearts  ;  it  fays,  that  you  are  yet  within  the 
confines  of  mount  Sinai,  not  as  yet  come  to  mount  Zion. 

3.  When  you  are  under  any  diftrefs,  or  trouble  of  con- 
ference, what  airth  do  ye  run  to  for  comfort  and  relief  ?  what 
is  it  that  aifords  you  tafe  ^  The  man  that  is  married  to  the 
law,  he  runs  to  his  hufband  for  relief,  1  mean,  he  plic$  the 
oftr  of  his  own  obedience,  he  heals  his  wound  widi  a  plafter 
of  vows,  tears,  penances,  and  endeavours  after  amendment. 
But,  Sirs,  you  that  heal  thfe  wounds  of  confciencc  with  fuch 
a  plafter,  you  are  yet  at  mount  Sinai,  which  gcndereth  to 
boiidagc.  The  true  believer,  who  is  "  come  to  n^ount  Zion," 
when  an  arrow  from  mount  Sinai  fmites  and  wounds  him,  he 
does  not  run  to  Sinai,  but  **  to  mount  Zion,  to  the  blood  of 
fprinkling,  that  fpeakcth  better  things  than  the  blood  of, 
Abel."  No  balm  but  that  of  Gilead  will  heal  his  wound  ;  he 
cannot  find  cafc^  but  only  under  the  wings  of  the  Sun  of  rigb* 
teoufnefs . 

4.  Ye  who  can  be  troubled  for  grois  fins  and  outbreak* 

irigs. 
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ings,  but  were  never  affefled  with,  or  afflifled  for  the  guilt 
of  Adam's  fin,  the  corruption  of  yo»jr  nature,  the  heinous  na- 
ture of  the  fin  of  unbelief,  I  fufpe£t  you  never  faw  the  law 
in  its  fpirituality  ;  and  confequently  are  not  dead  to  it  as 
a   covenant.     There   are    two  things  that  are  more   heavy 
to  a  believer,  who  is  "  come  to  mount  Zion,"  than  any  other 
thing  whatfoever,  viz.  original  fin  and  the  fin  of  unbelief  j 
thefe,  Oh  thefe,  are  the  things  that  make  him  many  times 
go  with  a  bowed  down  back,  crying,  "-Wretched  man  tha:: 
I  am,  who  (hall  deliver  me  from  this  body  of  fin  and  death  P* 
5.  What  is  it  that  fets  you  a- work  in  the  mortification  of 
fin  ?  for  the  legalift  may  fct  himfelf  to  mortify  fin,  as  well  as 
the  true  believer  ;  but  here  lies  the  odds,  they  are  afled  from 
different  principles.    The  legalift  mortifies  fin,  and  oppofes  it 
merely  out  of  felf-Iove,  that  he  may  be  kept  out  of  bell,  or  pro- 
cure a  title  to  heaven  :  but  the  true  believer  is  principally  aded 
from  a  principle  of  love  to  Chrift,  he  looks  on  him  whom  he 
has  pierced,  and  this  fires  him  with  refentment,  fo  that  be  ftudies 
to  avenge  Chrid's  quarrel  by  piercing  the  heart  of  his  rood 
beloved  lufts  and  idols  ;  the  man  has  a  love  to  Chrift,  a  defirc 
to  glorify  God,  and  to  maintain  fellowfhip  and  communion 
with  him ;  thefe  are  the  principal  things  that  conilrain  him 
to  duty,  and  redrain  him  from  fin.     And  therefore  turn  in- 
ward, and  fee  whether  felf- love,  or  love  to  Chrift,  have  the 
principal  influence  in  your  obedience.     I  do  not  deny  but  a 
defire  after  the  enjoyment  of  God  in  glory,  and  the  eternal 
happinefs  of  the  foul,  may  and  actually  do  influence  the  foul 
to  obedience  in  a  fecondary  way ;  but  beyond  doubt  the  lov^ 
of  Chrift,  and  the  glory  of  God,  is  the  ultimate  and  principal 
fpring  of  obedience. 

6.  If  you  do  not  fee  fo  much  weaknefs  and  corruption,  fo 
much  deadnefs  and  didraftion,  attending  your  belt  duties, 
as  to  convince  you  of  the  abfolute  need  of  the  blood  of  JeTus, 
and  of  his  merit  and  mediation,  to  render  both  yo^  and  them 
acceptable  to  God,  it  is  an  evidence  that  you  are  riot  yet  come 
off  from  mount  Sinai  law  as  a  covenant.  The  poor  believer, 
when  he  has  win  to  the  greated  enlargement  in  duty,  and  to 
the  bed  frame  ti^at  he  can  defire,  yet  he  will  be  ready  to  cry 
out,  **  If  thou.  Lord  diouldft  mark  iniquities  ;  O  Lord,  who 
(hall  ftand?"  He  fees  himfelf  to  be  zxi  unprofitable  fervant^ 
and  that  "  his  goodnefs  extends  not  to  the  Lord." 

7.  If  you  be  more  concerned  to.  bulk  well  in  the  externals 
of  religion,  than  in  an  acquaintance  with  the  inward  power 
of  it,  it  is  an  evidence  that  you  are  yet  upon  a  law- bottom, 
like  thefe  who  cry,  *<  Vv^ill  the  Lord  be  pleafed  with  thoufands 
of  rams,  orwithtenthoufandsof  rivers  of  oil?  fliall  I  give  my  firft- 

bora 
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born  for  my  tranfgTciIion,  the  fruit  of  my  body  for  tbe  fin  of 
my  foul  ?  Wherefore  have  we  faded,  and  prayed,  and  thou 
takeft  no  knowledge  ?"  But  the  believer,  who  is  come  to 
mount  Zion,  although  he  will  not  negleft  the  external  duties 
of  religion,  yet  his  particular  concern  is  to  grow  in  internal 
holincft,  and  conformity  of  heart  and  life  to  Ae  Son  of  God, 
'^  to  .have  the  fame  mind  in  him,  which  was  alfo  in  Chrift  Je- 
fus  ;"  he  longs  to  know  more  of  the  power  of  his  refurreElion^ 
of  the  virtue  of  his  fin-killing  blood,  and  the  ejEcacy  of  his 
Spirit,  lifting  him  up  after  **  things  that  arc  above,  where 
Chrift  is  at  the  right  hand  of  God  ;  and  if  he  can  win  at  this, 
he  is  the  lefs  careful  about  the  flouriihes  of  a  profeffion,  which 
is  all  that  the  hypocrite  and  legalii)  aims  at,  although  in  the 
mean  time  he  will  "  flourifh  like  the  palm-tree,  and  grow  like 
the  cedars  in  Lebanon.'* 

8.  You  who  have  your  hearts  filled  with  enmity  and  pre- 
judice againft  the  children  of  grace,  the  heirs  of  the  promife, 
and  cannot  endure  ftrift  and  holy  walking  with  God,  but  are 
ready  to  envy  thofe  who  you  think  outfhine  you,  and  have  your 
hearts  filled  with  inward  rancour  and  prejudice  againft  them, 
or  perhaps  mock  and  perfecute  them,  either  with  heart,  tongue, 
or  hand,  it  is  an  evidence  that  you  are  yet  in  the  confines  of 
Sinai,  among  the  childreiii  of  the  bond-woman  :  Gal.  iv.  29. 
**  But  as  then  he  that  was  born  ^fter  the  flefh  perfecuted  him 
that  was  born  after  the  Spirit,  even,  fo  it  is  now.**  A  perfecu- 
ting  fpirit,  or  a  fpirit  of  rancour  and  envy  againft  thofe  whom 
■we  think  more,  holy  than  ourfelvcs,  and  whom  we  fancy 
darken  us,  is  a  plain  evidence  of  a  legal  fpirit.  They  that  are 
of  a  true  gofpel- fpirit,  are  ready  to  love  the  fociety  of  faints, 
whom  they  (hink  excel  themfelves ;  and  the  more  holy  they 
are,  the  better  they  love  them  ;  the  more  of  the  image  of 
God  is  on  them,  or  in  them,  the  more  dcfirablc  will  they  be 
unto  them. 

.  9.  If  you  be  conjc  off  from  mount  Sinai  to  mount  Zion, 
from  the  law  to  the  gofpel-covenant,  then  thofe  things  which 
once  in»  a  day  you  accounted  gain,  will  be  but  lofs  in  your 
reckoning.  So  foon  as  Paul  was  brought  ofi^from  the  law,  to 
be  a  partaker  of  gofpcl-grace,  luhat  things  were  gain  to  himi 
thoje  he  counted  lofs  fir  Chrifty  Phil.  iii.  7.  What  thef^  things 
are  thelegalift  accounts  gain,  which  the  believer  reckons  lofs  for 
Chriiti  you  have  an  account  of,  Phil.  iii.  4 — 6.  which  you 
may  read  and  confider  at  your  leifure.  So  much  for  trial.  I 
fliould  now  go  on  to  other  ufes,  but  I  proceed  rip  further  at 
prcfent* 


(    549    ) 


Is  A.  SI.  3. — Tie  lauujhall  go  out  ofZion. 

HoU.  ill.  ty.-'^WIxre  u  boaJHng  then  ?    It  is  excluded.    By 
'  V)hat  law  f  oftvorhs .'    Nay  ;  but  by  the  law  of  faiths 

THE  THIRD  SERMON  ON  THIS  SUBJECT. 

SOME  of  you  may  remember,  that  I  have  difcourfed  feveral 
times  from  the  firft  of  thefe  texts,  and  made  fome  con- 
fiderable  progrcfs  in  profecuting  the  following  doftrinc  from 
it,  That  the  go/pel  is  a  law  of  fovereign  grace  ijfued  forth  from 
Zionfor  the  behoof  of  lofl firmersy  l^ng  under  fentence  ofdeathyby 
XHrine  of  a  violate  and  broken  law  of  works » 

H€rc  I  endeavoured, 

I.  To  offer  fome  remarks  upon  the  gofpel  as  it  is  here  called 
a  law  coming  out  ofZion. 

U.  Shewed  why  it  is  called  a  law. 

III.  I  attempted  to  publilh  fome  of  thefe  laws  of  fovereign 
grace  from  this  high  place  of  the  city  of  God. 

IV.  I  endeavoured  to  fpeak  of  the  excellency  of  the  law  of 
grace  coming  out  of  Zion. 

V.  To  inquire  into  the  differences  and  agreement  betwixt 
tihe  law  comitig  out  of  Zion,  and  the  law  coming  out  of'Sinai: 
ignorance  of  the  dii<:rences  betwixt  thefe  two,  and  of  the 
conne^iion  and  fubordination  of  the  one  to  the  other,  makes 
confufed  work  both  in  our  preaching  who  arc  minifters,  and 
in  your  pra^fing  wlio  are  the  people. 

VI.  I  endeavoured  to  make  fome  application,  by  way  of  in- 
ference, confutation,  and  trial. 

I  have  now  fubjoined  another  text,  which  I  hope  may  con- 
tribute to  illuftrate  further  what  I  have  been  infifting  upon 
from  the  former,  to  wit,  Rom.  iii.  27.  Where  is  boafiingy  &c  ? 
Where  we  may  notice,  (i.)  The  nature  of  that  law  which 
comes  out  of  Zion ;  tt  is  called  **  the  law  of  faith.''  All  ouc 
interpreters  are  agreed  that  it  is  the  gofpel  which  is  here 
called  ^  the  law  of  faith"  by  the  apoftle ;  £br  it  is  oppofed 
unto  the  law  that  enjoins  wotks  of  obedience  in  the  text. 
The  gofpel  is  the  great  in(hument  of  faith,  it  reveals  the  ob« 
jeA  ^  faith,  it  is  the  proper  boundary  of  faith,  as  the  moral 
law  is  the  boundary  of  manners  or  praftice.  (2.)  We  have 
the  defign  or  tendency  of  the  gofpel,  or  law  of  faith ;  it  w-» 
elides  boafting.  Man  was  at  firit  ruined  by  the  fin  of  pride ; 
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^TtJhaU  he  as  gods,  was  the  gr^nd  bait  that  took  with  our  firft 
parents.  Now^  infinite  wifdom  has  laid  the  plan  of  our  fal* 
ration  in  a  direft  oppofition  to  that  evil  of  pride,  he  will  have 
man  faved  in  a  way  of  felf-abafement ;  aAd  the  gofpel,  or  law 
of  faith,  is  the  great  engine  Infinite  Wifdom  makes  ufe  of  fot 
battering  down  thefe  lofty  imaginations  of  felf-rightcoufnefs* 
that  exalt  themfelves  againfl:  the  knowledge  of  Chrid ;  the 
gofpel  excludes  boafting,  "  no  6t{h%ay  glory  in  his  prefcnce, 
Jut  he  that  glorieth  may  glory  in  the  Lord."  (3.)  We  have 
*ie  oppoOtion  dated  between  the  law  of  works  and  the  law 
of  faith  5  the  law  of  works  admits  of  hoaftingf  but  the  layrt 
of  faith  excludes  it.  Whatever  law  it  be,  whether  moral,  ce- 
remonial, or  judicial,  that  Requires  works  of  righteoufnefs  f<* 
be  done  bjr  Us,  in  order  to  found  our  title  unto  fife,  or  ac-i 
ccptance  before  God,  it  is  Oppofed  unto  the  law  ot  /aith ;  be- 
caufe  the  law  of  faith  (huts  out  all  manner  of  works  in  th6 
bufinefs  of  a  Tinner's  juftificatioti,  and  will  not  admit  of  ony^ 
even  of  thejeaft  ground  of  boafting  in  the  creature  5  whereas; 
•*  if  any  man  be  juftified  or  faved  by  Works,  he  hath  whereof 
to  glory." 

Thus  having  grafted  this  text  upon  the  fbrmcr,  I  fliill  caft 
the  doflrine  into  another  mould,  and  you  may  take  it  as  fel- 
lows. 

DocT.  <*  The  gofpel,  which  is  the  hw  of  faith  xflfued  out  frbin 
mount  Zion,  is  calculated,  by  Infinite  Wifdom  for  debafing 
felf,  and  advancing  the  fovereignty  and  freedom  of  the 
grace  of  God  in  the  falvation  of  Tinners.  Where  is  hajfing  f 
It  is  excluded  by  the  law  offaithP 

Having  fpokcn  much  already  concerning  the  law  coming 
forth  from  Zion  ;  all  1  (hall  do  at  prefettt,  {hall  only  be  to 
Confirm  and  apply  this  great  truth.  . 

I.  For  Confirmation^  there  are  two  things  I  (hall  take  a  vieW 
of.  I.  Of  the  doftrine  of  f^ith.  2.  Of  the  grace  of  faith. 
And  from  thence  it  will  appear  that  Infinite  Wifdom  hath 
fo  adjufted  matters,  as  to  caft  doVn  everything  that  ftands  in 
the  way  of  the  exaltation  of  fovereign  grace  in  tbe  falvatioA 
of  the  (inner. 

Only,  before  I  proceed,  allow  me  to  premife,  that  although 
the  law  as  a  covenant,  or  abftradily  confidercd,  admits  of  boaft- 
ing, upon  a  fuppofition  that  we  could  fulfil  it ;  yet  as  it  ftands 
in  our  Bible,  in  a  fubferviency  unto  the  great  ends  of  the  gof- 
pel, even  xonfidercd  as  a  covenant,  it  is  a  fchoolmafier  to  lead 
us  out  of  ourfelyes  into  Chrif^  who  is  "  the  end  of  the  law  for 
rightcoufnefs  to'  every  one  that  belicvcth." 
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Since  the  fall  of  Adam,  the  law  was  never  given  to  man, 
that  he  fliould  ftay.  in  .the  law,  or  in  the  works  thereof,  as  the 
gTound  of  his  acceptance  or  falvation.  Perhaps  you  may 
think  this  ftrangc,  yet  it  is  a  certain  truth,  if  the  fcriptures  be 
the  word  of  God,  the  law  is  weak  for  the  juftifi cation  and  fal- 
vation of  a  (inner,  yea,  "  it  is  added  becaufe  of  tranfgreffions,'^ 
(o  difcover  fin,  that  finners  may  flee  to  another  airth  for  re- 
lief than  the  law,  even  to  Chrift  in  whom  it  has  its  end  and 
accompH(hn>ent.  So  that,  I  fay,  even  the  law,  as  it  ftands  in 
a  fuhferviency  unto  a  gofpeldifpcnfation,  is  defigncd  of  God 
for  (lopping  the  mouth  of  finners,  "  that  no  flefh  fhould  glory 
in  his  prefence.'*  But  that  which  I  have  principally  in  view 
at  prefent  is,  firfl^  to  let  you  fee  that  the  gofpel,  or  the  law 
of  faith,  excludes  boafting  in  the  creature,  or  that  it  is  calcu- 
late for  debafing  felf^  and  exalting  the  freedom  of  grace  in  the 
falvation  of  finners.  This  will  appear, 
^  J.  From  gofpel  declarations  or  tellimonies :  Eph.  ii.  8. 
f  ^  By  grace  are  ye  faved,  through  faith  ;  and  that  not  of  your- 
felves.:  it  is  the  gift  of  God :"  vcr.  9.  "  Not  of  works,  left 
any  man  {hould  boaft,'*  &c.  Where  you  fee  that  felf  is  ftrip- 
ped  of  every  thing  that  might  afford  matter  of  boafting,  and 
the;  whole  glory  of  our  falvation  ^fcribed  unto  grace,  and  to 
grace  only.  What  is  the  fiirft  gofpel-leifon  that  Chrift  the 
great  gofpel-prophet  teaches  his  fcholars  ?  It  is  juft  this,  "If 
any  man  will  be  my  difciple,  let  him  deny  himfclf  v*'  that  is, 
he  muft  renounce  his  own  wifdom,  his  own  righteoufnefs, 
.  holineis,  and  every  thing  on  which  he  laid  the  ftrefs  of  his 
falvation,  pr  the  ground  of  his  hope,  and  be  content  to  lie 
down  at  the  foot  of  fovcreign  grace,  as  "  wretched,  mifer- 
abie,  poor,  blind,  and  naked,"  to  receive  all  in  a  way  of  free 
grace.  This  leflbn  the  apoftle  Paul  learned  well,  Phil.  iii.  7. 
8.  "  What  things  were  gain  to  me,  thofe  I  counted  lofs  for 
Chrift.  Yea,  doubtlefs,  and  I  count  all  things  but  lofs  for 
the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  my  Lord,'* 
&c.  We  find  him  every  where  renouncing  felf,  and  giving 
the  glory  of  all  unto  free  grace ;  whatever  he  was,  he  owed  it 
pot  to  himfelf,  but  unto  grace,  "  By  grace  I  aip  what  I  am  j^ 
whatever  he  did,  ,he  gives  the  glory,  of  it  to  grace,  "  Not  I, 
but  the  grace  of  God  in  me.'* 

2.  This  is  evident  from  gofpel-interrogations  or  queftions, 
which  are  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  ftop  the  mouth  of  all  flefh 
from  boafting.  You  have  two  or  three  of  them  in  the  very 
words  of  my  text,  Where  is  hoqflittg  ?  It  is  excluded.  By  what 
law  ?  ofivGrhs  /  Nay^  but  by  the  law  of  faith*  You  have  the 
like  train  of  filencing  queftions,  i  Cor.  iv.  7.  "  Who  maketh 
thee  to  differ  from  another?   and  what  haft  thou  thai  thou 
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didft  not  receive  ?  now  if  thou  didft  receive  it,  wliy  doft  thou 
glory  as  if  thou  hadft  not  received  it  ?"  It  is  a  vain  fpirit  that 
glories  in  borrowed  robes. 

3.  This  is  evident  from  the  gofpel-way  of  reckoning.  It  is 
a  ftrange  way  the  apoftle  dire£ls  us  to,  Rom.  vi.  1 1*  "  Reckon 
ye  yourfelves  to  be  dead  indeed  unto  fin;  but  alive  unto  God' 
through  Jefus  Chrift.'*  A  believer  muft  nevel:  reckon  upon 
M^hat  he  is,  has,  or  has  done  *,  but  he  mud:  reckon  upon  what 
he  iS|  hath,  or  has  done,  in  his  glorious  Head  and  Surety  : 
when  he  looks  to  himfelf,  he  reckons  that  he  is  a  dead  man, 
dead  in  law,  condemned  already^  under  fentence  of  death,  and 
fpirituaily  dead  under  the  power  of  fin ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  he  muft  reckon  himfelf  "  alive  unto  God,  through  Jefus 
Chritt."  Thiis  the  apoftle  reckons,  and  tea/:hes  us  to  reckon 
alfo,  Col.  iii.  3.  **  Ye  are  dead,  hut  your  life  is  hid  with  Chrift 
in  God  ;"  fo  Gal.  ii.  20.  "  I  am  crucified  with  Chrift  :  Never- 
thelefs  I  live ;  yet  not  I,  but  Chrift  liveth  in  me."  As  if  he 
had  faid,  I  live  ;  wh^t  is  this  I  am  faying  ?  I  have  miftaken 
my  reckoning,  I  am  reckoning  wrong  when  I  f.\7  that  I  live  : 
for  it  is  «*  not  I  that  lives,  but  Chrift  that  liveth  in  me."  So 
let  us  fee  how  they  reckon  upon  the  head  of  righteoufnefs. 
Paul  was  "  touching  the  law  blamelefs,"  before  his  conver- 
fion;  and  after  his  converfion,  "  he  knew  nothing  by  him- 
felf,'* or  he  knew  nothing  wherein  his  confciencc  condemned 
him ;  bi|t  does  he  look  on  this  as  the  ground  of  his  acceptance 
before  God  ?.  No,  **  I  know  nothing  by  myfclf,  yet  am  I  not 
hereby  juftified  :"  he  reckons  all  his  righteoufnefs  before  and 
after  his  converfion,  but  vxuCctXx  dogs  meat,  the  vileft  of 
things,  "  that  he  might  be  found  in  Chrift,"  not  having  his 
own  righteoufnefs^  which  is  of  the  law,  but  that  which  i§, 
through  the  faith  of  Chrift,"  &c.  See  the  gofpel-reckoning 
on  the  fcore  of  righteoufnefs,  If.  xlv.  24.  "  Surely,  fliall  one 
fay,  In  the  Lord  (not  in  myfelf)  have  I  righteoufnefs."— 
Again,  how  do  they  reckon  upon  the  point  of  ftrength  ?  O, 
fays  Paul,  "  I  am  not  fufficient  of  myfelf  to  think  any  thing 
as  of  myfelf:  but  my  fufficiency  is  of  the  Lord  ;'*  but  though 
I  be  not  fufficient  for  any  thing  in  and  of  myfclf,  yet  "  I  can 
do  all  things  through  Chrift  ftrengthening  me.  Surely,  in 
the  Lord,  iball  one  fay,  have  1  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength." 
Chrift  is  the  fountain  of  their  ftrength,  and  they  reckon 
themfelves  ftrong,  not  in  their  own,  but  "  in  the  power  of 
his  might."  Thus  you  fee  that  the  whole  tendency  of  the- 
gofpel-way  of  reckoning  is  always  to  carry  the  creature  out 
of  itfelf,  that  it  may  not  glory  in  itfelf,  but  in  the  Lord,  and 
in  his  free  grace. 

4.  Let  us  take  a  view  of  gofpel-doflirines,  an4  we  fliall 
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find  they  are  all  levelled  for  this  glorious  end  of  finkini;  felf, 
and  exalting  the  freedom  of  the  grace  of  God  through  Chrifl: 
in  the  falvation  of  finners ;  there  we  are  taught  that  man  has 
xuined  hin^felf»  but  his  recovery  is  only  by  grace,  Hof.  xiii.  9^ 
^*  O  Ifrael,  thou  haft  deftroyed  thyfcif,  but  in  mc  is  thine 
help."  Where  is  ioajling  then  ?  li  is  exctuded  by  the  law  of 
^ith^  In  the  gofpel  we  have  the  doftrine  of  regeneration 
or'efFedlual  calling.  Well,  what  intereft  has  the  man  in  his 
own  regeneration  ?  Even  as  little  as  the  infant  has  in  its  for-^ 
motion  in  its  mother's  belly,  John  i.  1 3.  "  We  are  born,  not 
of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the  fleih,  nor  of  the  will  of  man, 
but  of  God."  Grace,  and  not  felf,  muft  have  the  glory  of 
that.  Again,  there  is  the  doArine  of  j unification;  how  ad- 
mirably is  that  laid  for  abafing  felf,  and  all  our  works  of 
righteoufnefs,  that  grace  may  have  the  glory !  "  We  are  jufti* 
£ed  freely  by  his  grace,  through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Je-> 
fus  Chrill.''  Then  there  is  the  dodrine  of  our  adoption  and 
fbnibip  :  Do  we  put  ourfelves  among  the  children  ?  Nq,  it  is 
grace  that  does  it ;  it  is  "  he  that  gives  us  power,  right,  ar 
privilege  to  become,  the  fons  of  God.  Behold,  what  manner 
of  love  is  this,  that  the  Father  hath  beftowed  upon  us,  that 
we  fliould  be  called  the  fons  of  God.'*  Then  for  the  doc- 
trine of  fanflification ;  Do  we  wafh  and  cleanfe  ourfelves  ? 
No,  it  is  grace  that  does  it,  it  is  **  the  beauty  of  the  Lord  our 
God  ;  we  are  beautiful  through  the  comelinefs  he  puts  upon 
us."  Aftd  for  the  doctrine  of  perfeverance,  or  ftanding  in  a 
ftatc  of  grace :  Do  we  keep  ourfelves  in  that  ttate  ?  No,  not 
•we  ;  but  it  is  <*  he  that  keeps  us  by  his  power  through  faith 
imto  falvation."  In  a  word,  the  whole  of  the  gofpel-dodrinc 
^  ay  levelled  for  this  end  to  beat  down  felf,  ^*  that  he  who 
glorieth,  may  glory  in  the  Lord."  ^ 

5,  Let  us  confider  the  tendency  of  gofpel-parablcs.  Chrift 
was  a  parabolical  preacher,  he  commonly  taught  by  fimili* 
tudes,  many  of  which,  if  not  all,  if  duly  confidered,  are  al- 
ways to  lead  finners  out  of  themfehes.  To  inftance  only 
in  two  or  three.  We  read,  Luke  xv.  of  the  parable  of  the 
prodigal  fon :  what  is  the  fcope  of  it,  but  to  let  finners  fee 
they  are  a  fet  of  poor  bankrupts,  that  have  fquandered  away 
all  the  ftock  they  received  in  the  fi.rft  Adam,  that  fo  they 
may  have  recoiarfje  to  the  mercy  and  grace  of  God  in  Chrift  } 
We  read  of  the  parable  of  the  Pharifee  and  publican,  how  the 
one  boafted  of  his  good  deeds,  and  the  other  ftood  afar  off 
trembling  under  a  fenfe  of  fin,  looking  to  the  mercy  of  God 
in  Chrift,  and  "  he  went  home  to  his  houfe  juttified  rather 
than  the  other."  Again,  we  have  the  parable  of  the  wife  and 
fooliflx  virgins  \   vhat  i$  (h^  defign  in  that,  but  that  fum^ rs 
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may  not  reft  themfelves  fatisficd  with  any  thing  of  their  own,, 
be  it  a  profeffion,  or  any  feeming  grace  in  themfelves,  but 
that  tliey  may  rgo  to  the  market  of  grace  to  buy  that  oil,  which 
is  in  the  dwellings  of  the  wife,  which  alone  will  inake  accept- 
able at  the  coming  of  the  great  Bridegroom  i  Again,  to  add  one 
more,  we  have  the  parable  of  the  wife  merchant ;  the  fcopc  of 
which  is,  to  lead  (inners  out  of  themfelves,  for  they  muity/// 
«/4  that  they  may  h^  the-pearl^  f.  i.  they  muft  renounce  them* 
felves,  and  all  their  good  qualifications,  and  betake  themfelves 
'  to  the  free  grace  of  God  in  Chrift. 

6. 1  might  clear  thi&  by  the  tenor  of  the  gofpel  covenant  and 
promifes,  the  new  covenant  by  which  we  are  faved.  What 
fort  of  a  covenant  is  it  ?  It  is  a  covenant  of  grace,  i.  e.  a  co-" 
venanc  calculate  for  abafing  (elf,  and  exalting  the  freedom  of 
the  grace  of  God  in  the  finncr's  falvation.  The  covenant  it- 
£:lf  is  not  a  covenant  of  our  making,  but  of  God's  nraking. 
Indeed  we  read  of  covenants  made  by  men  in  fcripture,  Pfaf. 
1.  5.  **  Thofe  that  have  made  a  covenant  with  me  by  facrificc." 
Ifracl  entered  into  covenant  with  the  Lord.  But  thefe  cove- 
nants that  are  made  by  us^  are  only  engagements  unto  duty 
in  the  (Irength  of  that  grace  that  is  promifed  in  the  covenant 
of  grace,  which  is  not  of  our  making,  but  of  God's  making :  '*  I 
will  make  with  you  an  everlafiing  covenant :  I  have  made  a 
covenant  with  my  chofen :  I  will  make  an  everlafting  covenant 
"with  you,  even  the  fure  mercies  of  David,'*  and  the  like. 
Again,  felf  is  ready  to  creep  in,  and  to  make  terms, and  con- 
ditionsj  and  qualifications  of  our  own,  to  intereft  us  in  this 
covenant^  and  the  blefiings  thereof  '^but  this  covenant  is  fo 
framed  by  Infinite  Wifdom,  as  to  exclude  all  thefe,  that  no 
man  may  boalt ;  for  the  promifes  of  it  are  fo  framed,  as  every 
thing  is  freely  beftowed  without  regard  either  to  any  good 
or  ill  in  the.  creature  ;  it  runs  in  the  form  of  a  teilamen- 
tary  deed  or  gift,  than  which  nothing  can  be  conceived 
more  free  ;  "  i  will  be  their  God  \  1  will  be  merciful  to 
their  unrigteoufnefs:  I  will  fee  their  ways,  and  heal  thera;^* 
i,  e*  \  will  do  this  and  that  of  my  own  fovereign  grace  with- 
out regarding  the  creature's  qualifications.  This  will  further 
appear. 

7.  If  we  confider  the  tenor  of  gofpel  calls  and  invitationa 
to  receive  Chrift,  and  to  take  hold  of  GodVcovenant  of  grace. 
Is  the  invitation  or  call  to  them  that  are  fo  and  fo  qualified  ? 
Is  it  to  the  righteous  or  holy  ?  No,  "  1  came  not  to  call  the 
righteous,  hut  finners  to  repentance/'  Is  it  to  them  that 
have  money  or  price  to  recommend  them?  No,  If.  Iv.  i. 
♦*  Ho  every  one  that  thirfteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters  ami  he 
that  hath  no  money  ;  come  ye,  buy  and  ear,  yea,  come,  buy 
>vine  and  milk  without  money,  aud  without  price."  •  Is  it 

to 
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to  them  that  have  their  flock  to  the  fore  ?  No,  it  is  t6  thofc 
that  arc  dyvours  and  bankrupts  :  "Thou  art  wretched  mifer- 
able,  poor  and  naked ;  therefore  I  counfel  thee  to  buy  of  me  gold 
tried  in  the  fire  :*'  it  is  to  the  blind,  the  maim,  the  halt,  the 
wretched  \  and,  in  a  word,  it  is  to  every  creature  under  heaven, 
if  it  be  on  this  fide  of  hell.  Thus  you  fee  that  the  law  of  faith 
or  gofpel  is  calculated  for  debafing  felf,  and  for  exalting  the 
freedom  of  the  grace  of  God  in  the  falvation  of  finners  through 
Chrift, 

Secondly i  As  the  gofpel  or  law  of  faith,  fo  the  grace  of  faith 
is  Calculate  for  taking  the  finner  oflFhis  own  bottom,  and  exalt- 
ing the  freedom  of  the  grace  of  God  in  our  falvation.  Now,  the 
aptitude  of  the  grace  of  faith  for  preventing  boafting  in  the  crea- 
ture, and  exalting  the  freedom  of  grace,  will  appear  by  the  fol- 
lowing particulars. 

I.  Faith  is  a  mere  receiving  or  taking  grace ;  fo  we  find  it 
exprefled  in  John  i.  12.  Col.  ii.  6.  Rev.  xxii.  17.  This  con- 
ftitutes  the  very  foul  and  eflence  of  faith,  to  take  or  receive 
all,  but  give  nothing.  All  other  graces  of  the  Spitit  give 
fomething  unto  God.  Love  gives  hini  a  warm  and  glowing 
heart,  repentance  a  melting  and  bleeding  heart,  obedience  a 
working  hand,  patience  a  broad  back  for  bearing  burdens, 
fear  a  trembling  heart  :but  as  for  faith,  it  is  of  fuch  a  beggarly 
nature,  that  it  does  not  come  to  give,  but  to  get,  or  take  all 
from  the  Lord  ;  hence  it  is  called  "  an  opening  of  the  mouth 
to  be  filled."  The  whole  of  our  falvation,  as  it  lieth  in  a  co- 
venant of  grace,  from  firft  to  laft,  is  a  mere  gift  of  fovercign 
grace  :  "  1  will  give  grace  and  glory,  and  my  Son  for  a  cove- 
nant to  the  people,*'  and  in  him  the  new  heart  and  new  fpirit, 
peace  and  pardon,  and  all  "  the  fure  mercies  of  David."  Now, 
"what  grace  could  be  fo  fit  for  the  purpofe  of  God  in  the  fal- 
vation of  finners  by  this  covenant,  as  faith,  which  is  a  mere 
recipient  ?  You  know  a  liberal  giver  wants  only  a  receiver. 
Now,  fuch  a  thing  is  faith,  it  juft  receives  or  takes  in  what 
God  gives  in  his  bounty  to  man  in  the  covenant  of  grace.  I 
think  it  is  remarkable  what  is  faid  of  Lydia,  when  Oie  belie- 
ved at  the  hearing  of  Paul's  fermon,  Adls  xvi.  14.  "  God  open- 
ed her  heart  to  attend  unto  the  things  which  were  fpoken  of 
Paul  j"  in  the  original  it  is,  **  God  opened  her  heart  to  take 
them  to  her,"  viz.  the  things  which  Paul  fpake,  God  open- 
ed her  heart  to  take  them  in,  or  to  receive  them,  Afts  xxvi.  18. 
**  That  they  may  receive  remiffion  of  fins,  and  inheritance 
among  them  which  are  fanflified  by  faith  that  is  in  me."  Now, 
if  faith  be  nothing  elle  but  a  receiving,  where  is  boajting  ^ 
jb  is  excluded  by  the  grace  offaithy  as  well  as  the  gofpel,  which 
is  the  Utv  of  faith. 
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2>  As  faith  is  a  mere  receiver,  fo  it  will  receive  nothing  but 
what  comes  out  of  the  hand  of  free  grace.  If  you  offer  any- 
thing to  faith  in  a  way  bf  debt,  or  as  a  reward  due  to  itfelf, 
it  will  (hake  its  hands  from  holding  any  fuch  bribe,  and  cry. 
Away  with  any  thing  that  favours  of  debt,  it  is  none  of  mine* 
Faith  will  tra4e  .^t  no  market  but  that  of  grace,  where  no 
money  paffeth,  and  where  no  price  or  bartering  is  in  fafliion  ; 
hence  it  is  faid  to  **  buy  without  money,  and  without  price," 
If.  Iv.  I.  Hence  it  is  that  faith  and  works  are  oppofed  to  one 
another  in  fcripture,  particularly  Rom.  iv.  5.  *•  To  him  that 
worketh  not,  but  believeth  on  him  that  juftifieth  the  ungodly," 
&c..  Works  claim  privileges  in  a  way  of  debt,  but  faith  on  the 
fcore  of  grace,  and  refufcs  to  have  them  another  way ;  yea,  fo 
averfe  is  faith  from  the  merit  of  works,  that  it  refufes  to  be 
reckoned  among  the  category  of  afts  of  obedience  in  the  mat- 
ter of  judification,  fo  that  it  excludes  its  own  z&  ;  for  it  is  not 
by  the  aft,  but  the  obje£l  of  faith  that  we  are  juftified:  fFhere  is 
boajiing  then  f  Surely  it  is  excluded  by  the  law  and  grace  of 
faith. 

3.  This  will  further  appear,  if  we  confider,  that  faith  will 
receive  nothing  but  as  it  lie^  in  a  word  of  grace,  a  promife^ 
a  covenant,  or  offer  of  grace.  This  is  the  Very  genius  of 
faith,  that  it  intermeddles  with  the  bleffings  and  ptivilegea 
which  it  receives,  only  on  the  warrant  of  God's  word  of  gracc> 
wherein  he  has  gifted  or  granted  them  unto  us,  as  it  is  well 
worded  in  our  Confeflion  ;  faith  receives  and  applies  Cbiift 
and  his  falvation,  by  virtue  of  a  covenant  of  grace.  And 
herein  lies  one  main  difference  between  prefumption  and  fa- 
ving  faith,  that  prefumptuous  faith  gripes  at  the  gift  of  grace, 
but  not  by  virtue  of  a  coven ani  of  grace  ;  it  will  take  nothing 
without  the  command  of  God  as  its  warrant,  or  his  promife 
as  its  encouragement  ;  and  having  thefe  two  in  its  eye,  it 
is  fure  it  cannot  be  guilty  of  vitious  intromiflion*  Let  faith 
once  fix  on  the  promife  of  God,  and  let  it  fee  God  com* 
manding  it  to  receive  the  promife,  and  thing  promifed, 
then  it  will  triumph  and  fay,  ^'  God  hath  fpoken  in  his 
holinefs,  I  will  rejoice  ;  Gilead  is  mine,"  God  is  mine, 
Chrift  is  mine,  the  Spirit  is  mine,  peace  is  mine,  pardon 
and  glory  are  mine,  becaufe  "  God  hath  fpoken  in  his 
holinefs ;  and  this  is  all  my  falvation."  Thus,  I  fay,  faith 
it  goes  upon  the  ground  of  the  pron\ife,  it  knows  no  other 
law  but  the  law  of  faith ;  and  therefore  it  muft  needs  exclude 
boading,  and  be  calculate  only  for  the  advancing  the  freedom 
of  grace. 

4.  This  will  yet  further  appear,  if  we  conGder  that  faith 
has  no  will  of  its  own,,  but  only  the  wiil  of  fovereign  grace. 

As 
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like  lead,  and  his  whole  army,  in  the  mighty  waters-  So  Sen^ 
nacherib  makes  his  boaft,  "  By  the  multitude  of  my  chariot* 
am  I  come  up  to  the  height  of  the  mountains^  to  the  fides  of 
Lebanon,  and  I  will  cut  down  the  tall  cedars  thereof,  and 
the  choice  fir-tre6s  thereof :  and  I  will  enter  into  the  height 
of  his  border,  and  the  foreft  of  his  Carmel."  So  Nebuchad- 
nezzar, **  Is  not  this  great  Babylon  that  I  have  built  for  the 
houfe  of  the  kingdom,  by  the  might  of  my  power,  and  for  the 
honour  of  my  majcfty  ?"  But  how  remarkably  thofe  mighty 
boafters  were  abafed  and  brought  down,  the  facred  ftbry  re- 
cords ;  the  army  of  the  one  overthrown  by  an  angel  of  God, 
and  the  other  herded  among  the  beads  of  the  field.  Herod 
is  proud  of  his  fine  oration,  and  receives  the  applaufe  of  the 
people  (  "  It  is  the  voice  of  a  god,  and  not  of  a  man")»  without 
giving  them  any  check;  therefore  the  angel  of  the  Lord  fmites 
him,  and  he  is  eaten  of  worms.  Hezekiah  makes  his  boaft  of 
his  treafures  and  precious  things  to  the  King  of  Babylon's  am- 
iaffadors,  fent  to  congratulate  his  recovery ;  and  therefore  the 
Lord  tells  him,  that  his  poderity  and  precious  things  (hould  be 
carried  captive  to  Babylon.  David,  through  the  pride  of  his 
heart,  will  have  Joab  to  number  the  people,  that  he  nyght 
have  it  to  boad  off,  that  he  was  king  over  fo  many  thoufand»; 
and  therefore  the  angel  of  the  Lord  is  fent,  who  cuts  oS 
feventy  thoufand  of  Ifrael  in  three  days  time,  by  a  raging 
pedilence.  But  fay  you,  though  God  will  not  allow  his  people 
to  boad  of  thefe  external  things,  yet  will  he  not  allow  them  to 
boad  of  their  graces,  manifedations,  and  experiences  ?  I  an* 
fwcr.  No,  he  will  not  allow  them  to  boad  of  thefe  either.  Da- 
vid gets  a  fweet  vifit  from  the  Lord,  and  he  begins  to  boaft 
of  it,  Pfal.  XXX.  6.  7.  Now,  fays  he,  "  My  mountain  ftands 
ftrong;  I  (hall  never  be  moved  ;"  but  the  Lord  foon  gives  him 
a  check,  as  appears  from  the  words  immediately  following, 
t*  Thou  didd  hide  thy  face,  and  I  was  troubled."  The  apoftle 
Paul  was  **  wrapt  up  to  the  third  heaven,"  and  was  in  danger 
of  pride,  "  through  abundance  of  revelations:"  but  will  the 
Lord  countenance  this  ?  No,  no ;  Xo  hide  pride  and  boadiog 
from  him,  *'  a  thorn  in  the  fl^fh  is  fent,  a  meffcnger  of  Satan 
to  buffet  him,  led  he  fhould  be  lifted  up  above  meafure."  So 
that  you  fee  God  is  an  enemy  to  all  boading,  he  allows  of  no 
boading  but  boading  like  that  of  David,  *^  My  foul  (ball  make 
her  boad  in  God  5''  or  like  that  of  Paul,  "  'Who  (hall  feparate 
me  from  the  love  of  Chrid?"  &c.  He  allows  the  boading 
of  faith,  but  not  of  fenfe.,  And  I  am  perfuaded,  that  this 
\s  one  great  reafon  why  the  Lord's  people  are  kept  fo  fong 
in  the  wildernefs  under  defertion,  temptation,  and  the  like, 

and  why  he  hides  his  face  from  them,  becaufe  he  fees  that 

...      .   i  -     if 


ijfulng  firth  from  Mount  Zion.  55^ 

\t  they  were  lilMi  up  with  manifeftations,  they  could  noc 
bear  it. 

2.  See  from  this  dodrine  the  excellency  and  necei&ty  o£ 
this  grace  of  faith  ;  why,  it  is  by  faith  we  anfwer  the  defign 
of  the  gofpel  or  law  of  faith.  What  in  all  the  world  can  an- 
fwer the  law  of  faith,  if  it  be  not  faith  ?  The  law  of  com- 
mandments muft  be  anfwered  by  pradiice,  aud  the  law  of 
faith  by  believing.  Faith  is  fuch  an  excellent  thing  that  it 
juft  embraces  the  whole  revelation  in  the  gofpel,  and  fays 
armn  to  it  5  it  "  fcts  to  the  feal,  that  God  is  true.** 

3.  See  hence  the  criminal  nature  of  unbelief,  which 
tramples  both  law  and  gofpel.  It  tramples  on  the  law  o£ 
commandments,  and  the  authority  of  the  great  Law-giver  j 
for  "  this  is  his  commandment,  that  we  (hould  believe  on  the 
name  of  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift,*'  i  John  iii.  23.;  and  this 
his  commandment  he  has  fenced  with  an  awful  penalty,  "  He 
that  bclicveth  not  is  condemned  already.'*  Now,  unbelief 
defpifes  both  the  law  and  the  penalty  of  it,  and  in  effeift  fays^ 
with  proud  Pharaoh,  "  Who  is  the  Lord  that  I  fliould  obey 
him  ?"  And  as  for  the  law  of  faith,  or  the  gofpel,  and  the 
promifes  thereof,  unbelief  tramples  on  thefe  alfo,  and  fays 
God  is  not  worthy  of  credit,  **  He  that  believeth  not  God 
hath  made  him  a  liar."     O  tremble  at  unbelief. 

4.  See  hence,  whence  it  is  that  believers  may  have  fuch 
boldnefs  and  affurance  when  they  come  before  a  throne  o£ 
grace;  why,  the  man  has  law,  even  the  law  of  faith,  on  his 
fide,  and  this  gives  him  courage.  You  know,  a  man  that  has 
the  law  on  his  (ide,  holds  up  his  head  in  court,  and  looks 
with  an  air  of  courage,  and  will  fpeak  with  boldnefs  to  the 
judge*  Well,  this  is  the  cafe  with  the  believer,  he  has  the  law 
of  faith,  the  gofpel,  and  all  the  promifes  thereof,  on  his  (ide^ 
and  he  binds  the  Lord  with  his  own  laws  ai^d  a£ls  x>f  graces 
Heb.  X.  22.  "  Let  us  draw  near,  with  a  true  heart,  in  full  at 
furance  of  faith  ;"  and  then,  ver.  23.  it  is  added,  "  For  faith- 
ful is  he  that  hath  promifed."  God  has  enafted,  that  we 
ihall  have  "  accefs  into  the  holi^ft  by  the  blood  of  Jefus,** 
that  he  will  accept  of  us  in  the  "  new  and  living  way;''  and 
therefore,  ^^  let  us  draw  near  with  a  true  heart,  in  full  afTu"" 
ranee  of  faith." 

5.  See  hence  one  great  difference  betwixt  faith  and  pre- 
fumption,  betwixt  a  gofpel  and  legal  fpirit*  A  legal  prefump- 
tuous  fpirit,  is  a  boafting  fpirit ;  but  a  gofpel-fpirit,  a  fpirit  of 
true  faith,  is  a  humble,  felf-emptied  fpirit.  The  prefump- 
tuous  legalift  comes  boalling  with  the  proud  Pharifee,  "  God, 
I  ihank  thee,  that  I  am  not  as  other  men,"  &c. ;  but  the  true 
believer  he  comes  >vith  lowlinefs  of  fpirit,  like  the  poor  publi* 
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can,  buildifig  his  hope  only  on  the  mercy  of  God,  intimated! 
in  the  gofpcl  or  law  of  faith,  *•  he  ftands  afar  oflF,  crying,  God 
have  mercy  upon  me  a  (inner.^  The  language  of  ih^  one  is. 
Let  felf  be  exalted ;  but  the  language  of  the  other  is,  O  let 
grace,  grace  alone,  be  exalted  through  the  blood  of  a  Redeem* 
er  in  my  falvation :  and  that  is  one  reafon  why  belicTcrs  are 
in  fcripture  defcribed  humhls  and  poor ^  b.ecaufe  they  are  emp- 
tied of  all  boafting  in  themfelves,  and  have  fubmitted  unto 
the  law  of  faith,  by  which  boafting  is  excluded. 

6.  See  hence,  how  it  is  that  fome,  yea,  moft  belierers,  fteal 
away  to  heaTCft  without  any  great  noife,  the  world  knowing 
little  about  them ;  why,  they  are  no  boafters,  they  do  not, 
like  the  Pharifee,  proclaim  their  good nefs  to  the  worlds  no, 
they  are  hidden  ones,  hid  from  the  world,  and  hid  from  them* 
felves,  they  fee  nothing  but  emptinefs  in  themfeWes,  and 
when  they  compare  themfelves  with  others,  they  think  they  are 
the  greateft  of  finncrs,  and  the  Icaft  of  all  faints^  The  law  of 
faith,  which  they  are  under,  excludes  boafting  ;  it  is  calculate 
for  levelling  the  pride  of  the  heart,  and  exalting'  the  freedom 
of  grace  only. 

7.  bee  hence,  that  felf,  in  all  the  branches  of  it,  is  diametri** 
tally  oppofite  unto  the  fpirit  of  the  gofpel ;  why,  the  law  of 
faith  is  calculate  for  levelling  felf.  It  was  not  without  reafoii, 
that  Chrift  has  told  us,  ^*  If  any  man  will  be  his^difciple,  he 
muft  deny  himfelf.'*  We  muft  deny  our  own  reafon  ;  carnal 
reafon  it  cannot  know,  it  cannot  receive  the  things  of  the 
Spirit  of  God.  We  hiuft  deny  our  own  will,  and  yield  unto 
the /Will  of  grace  revealed  in  the  gofpel,  or  law  of  faith.  Wc 
muft  deny  our  own  righteoufnefs,  and  fubmit  unto  the  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  Chrift.  And,  Oh  \  how  hard  a  pull  is  it  to 
l)ring  the  finner  to  deny  thefe  three  branches  of  felf !  Yet 
they  muft  be  denied,  otherwife  we  cannot  be  difcipks  of 
Chrift. 

8.  See  hence  what  judgement  we  are  to  form  of  a  proud 
fpirit.    Let  a  man's  parts  and'  endowments  be  never  (o  bright, 

'  yet  if  he  be  proud  of  them,  he  wants  the  true  fpirit  of  the 
gofpel ;  and  in  fb  far  he  is  under  the  law  of  works,  which 
admits  boafti(ig  in  the  creature. 

9.  See  that  humility  is  a  glorious  gofpel-ornament,  a  felf- 
denied  {pirit,  ^'  To  this  man  will  I  look,  even  to  him  that  h 
poor,  pnd  of  a  contrite  fpirit,  and  trembleth  at  my  word. 
Though  God  be  high,,  yet  hath  he  a  refpedJ:  unto  the  lowly.'* 
The  richeft  wines  of  the  gofpel-confolation  are  laid  up  in  the 
Jowlieft  heart ;  **  He  giveth  grace  to  the  humble,"  &c. 

10.  See  hence  the  difference  betwixt  gofpel  and  legal 
preaching,  and  what  it  is  that  makes  an  able  minifter  of  the 

New 
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New  Tefliament,  namely,  to  rid  noarches  well  betwixt  the  law 
of  works  and  the  law  of  faith  ;  to  level  at  the  beating  down  of 
felf,  and  the  exalting  of  the  freedom  of  grace  in  the  falvation 
of  (inners  through  Chrift ;  to  be  a  faithful  herald  in  proclaim^ 
ing  and  intimating  the  law  of  faith,  and  the  whole  counfel  of 
God  anent  falvation. 

Xiitficond  is  of  Exhortation.  Has  God  iflued  out  a  law  of 
grace  from  mount  Zion,  for  the  benefit  of  loft  (inners  finking 
under  the  curfe  of  the  law  of  works  ?  and  is  this  law  fo  cal- 
culate by  Infinite  Wifdom  for  debafing  felf,  and  exalting  the 
freedom  of  grace  in  the  falvation  of  finncrs?  O  then,  for  the 
Lord's  fake,  and  for  your  own  foul's  fake,  let  me  call  all  hear- 
ing me  to  come  away  from  mount  Sinai  to  mount  Zion;  come 
aw^y  from  the  law  of  works,  which  condemns  the  whole 
race  of  Adam  in  bulk,  and  receive  the  law  of  faith  ;  take  the 
benefit  of  thefe  ads,  and  edicts  of  grace  that  are  emitted  in 
the  gofpel  from  a  throne  of  grace.  Sirs,  it  is  ordinary  for 
kings,  when  they  ena£t  laws  at  court,  (hewing  the  duty,  or 
eftablifhiiig  the  intereft  and  privilege  of  the  fubjed,  to  fend 
their  heralds  to  intimate  and  proclaim  them  in  the  public  pla- 
ces of  concourfe,  that  none  may  pretend  ignorance  ;  but  when 
they  have  done  fo,  they  leave  it  to  every  man  to  take  the  be* 
nefit  of  the  law  or  not,  as  he  has  a  mind.  But  the  great 
King,  whofe  name  \s  gracious  and  mercifuly  he  not  only  orders 
us  to  intimate  and  proclaim  the  beneficial  laws  of  fovereign 
grace,  but  he  has  given  us  exprefs  orders  to  urge  and  "  com* 
pel  you  to  come  in,''  and  take  the  benefit  of  his  a6ls  of  grace* 
And  therefor?,  that  I  may  ad  according  to  my  commiffion 
from  the  Lord,  I  muft  be  allowed  to  make  ufe  of  fome  few 
arguments  to  engage  your  compliance  with  my  exhortation. 
O  Sirs,  quit  and  renounce  the  law  of  works,  and  take  the  be« 
nefit  of  the  law  of  faith. 

Motive  I.  Shall  be  drawn  from  the  confi deration  of  the 
evil  and  danger  of  cleaving  to  mount  Sinai-law  for  righteouf- 
nefs.     And  this  will  appear,  if  you  conCder, 

ijf.  That,  fince  tlie  fall  of  Adam,  the  mount  Sinai-law  ne- 
ver brought  righteoufnefs  or  life  to  any  of  his  poftcriiy  ;  no, 
no,  **  the  law  is  weak  through  the  flc(h,'*  fays  the  apoftle, 
Rom.  viii.  3. :  it  is  ftrong  to  condemn  the  (inner ;  but, 
through  the  corruption  of  nature,  and  our  wcaknefs  to  obey, 
it  is  become  weak  and  infufficient  to  give  life  to  us.  The 
apoflle  tells  us.  Gal.  iii.  21.  that  "  if  there  had  been  a  law 
given  which  could  have  given  life,  verily  righteoufnefs  (hould 
nave  been  by  the  law :"  where  he  plainly  fuppofes,  that  no 
commanding  law  fince  the  fall  can  poffibly  give  life  or  righ- 
teoufnefs to  man  ^  yea,  fo  far  is  the  law  of  commandments 
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incapable  to  give  life,  that  it  fends  the  whole  family  of  Adattl 
to  hell  together,  "  Curfed  is  every  one  that  continueth  not  in  all 
things  which  are  written  ia  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them." 
2dly^  This  law  of  works  or  commandments  requires  and 
exa£ls  of  you  what  is  impoflible  as  a  term  or  condition  of  life, 
and  that  is  a  perfect  or  finlefs  obedience.   No  mere  man  fince 
^  the  fall  is  able  perfeftly  to  keep  the  commandments  of  God ; 
j  and  yet  this  law  will  not  abate  one  ace ;  it  **  requires  brick, 
!but  gives  no  ftraw;"  it  requires  obedience,  but  gives  no 
;  ftrength  \  yea,  it  exacts  as  much  fervice  and  obedience  of  a 
'  fick  man,  zs  though  he  were  perfeftly  found,  of  fallen  man, 
as  though  he  was  in  his  primitive  integrity.     It  is  a  common 
foolifli  notion  of  many  ignorant  people,  that  if  they  yield  fin- 
cere  obedience,  and  do  as  wellas  they  can  in  obedience  to 
the  commandments  of  God,  God  will  accept  of  that  in  room 
of  that  perfefl:  righteoufnefs  which  the  law  required  in  inno- 
cence. But  beware  of  hazarding  your  fouls  upon  fuch  a  dam- 
nable delufion  ;  for  the  law  of  God  muft  have  not  only  a  fin- 
cere,  but  perfeft  and  finlefs  obedience,  or  nothing ;  if  you  do 
npt  continue  in  all  things  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to 
do  them,  the  curfeof  the  law  takes  place.     Indeed  fincere 
obedience  is  admitted  as  a  return  of  gratitude  to  God  upon 
the  foul's  clofing  with,  and  fubmitting  to,  the  perfefl:  righ- 
teoufnefs of  Chrift,  but  not  as  a  ground  of  acceptance  before 
God,  either  in  part  or  whole  :  and  if  you  but  imagine  in  your 
heart,  that  your  own  imperfeft  obedience,  though  never  fo  fin- 
cere,  will  be  a  ground  of  acceptance,  or  a  title  to  life,  either 
in  part  or  whole,  you  "  become  a  debtor  to  do  the  whole 
law,"  Gal.  V.  3. 

3£J/jr,  So  long  as  you  cleave  to  the  laSv  as  a  covenant,  there  is 
a  handwriting  ftanding  againft  you  before  God  uncancelled, 
the  juftice  of  God  hath  a  bond  over  your  head  :  **  The  fin  of 
Judah  is  written  before  him  as  with  a  pen  of  iron,  and  the  point 
of  a  diamond.*'  This  handwriting  is  never  cancelled  till  you 
believe  in  Chrift,  and  fubmit  unto  his  righteoufnefs  ;  no,  no, 
you  arc  "  condemned  already,  and  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on 
you."  But  that  moment  you  quit  the  law  as  a  covenant,  an4 
take  the  benefit  of  the  gofpel,  or  law  of  graqe,  the  Surety 
of  the  better  teftament  comes  in  betwixt  you  and  all  obligations 
the  law  has  upon  you ;  and  then  *^  there  is  no  more  concdmna- 
tion.**     Who  can  lay  any  thing  to  your  charge  ? 

/^thly^  While  you  are  within  the  confines  of  mount  Sinai-law, 
a  lowering  cloud  pregnant  with  wrath  hangs  over  yjour  head, 
which  will  infallibly  diflblve  in  a  temped  of  wrath,  to  the  ever? 
lafting  ruin  of  your  fouls,  unlefs  you  make  your  efcape  to  mount 
Zion,  and  take  the  benefit  of  tlic  law  of  grace :  "  Snares,  fire 

and 
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and  brimilone,  and  an  horrible  tcmpefty  this  (hall  be  the  por- 
tion of  your  cup."  Perhaps  you  may  be  crying,  Peace^  peace  ; 
but  what  will  that  avail,  feeing  GoAfays  otherwife,  "  There  ia 
no  p^ace,  faith  my  God,  unto  the  wicked  ?" 

5/6/j^,  It  is  no  wonder  though  God  have  a  controverfy  with 
you,  while  you  cleave  unto  the  law  of  works ;  for  while  you  do 
fo>  you  are  running  direftly  crofs  to  God  in  the  greateft  de- 
fign  ever  he  had  in  hand,  which  is  the  glorious  work  of  re* 
demption  through  Jefus  Chrift  :  Gal.  ii.  21.  *' If  rightcoufnefs 
come  by  the  law,  then  Ghrift  died  in  vain.'*  The  opening  vip  "  a 
newand  living  wayto  the  holieftby  the  blood  of  Jefus,"  is  thechief 
of  the  ways  of  God,  the  very  mafter-piece  of  Infinite  Wifdom: 
but  now  while  you  cleave  to  the  law,  and  feek  righteoufnefs 
by  it,  you  are  running  counter  to  GodV  defign  of  grace,  do- 
ing what  in  you  lies  to  condemn  and  (hut  up  that  *'  new  and 
living  way  which  God  has  opened,  and  to  fruftrate  the  defiga 
of  the  incarnation  and  death  of  the  eternal  Son  of  God  :  GaL 
v.  4.  **  Chrift  is  become  of  no  effeft  unto  you,  whofoever  of 
you  are  juftified  by  the  law  ;  ye  are  fallen  from  grace." 

6thlyj  To  cleave  to  mount  Sinai-  law,  in  point  of  righteouf- 
nefs, is  the  greateft  folly  and  madnefs  in  the  world;  why,  bc- 
caufe  the  law  of  works,  or  the  law  covenant,  is  broken,  and 
can  ferve  you  in  no  ft  Cad  for  falvation ;  yea,  the  breach  of 
it  was  intended  by  Infinite  Wifdom  as  an  inlet  unto  the  lavir 
of  faith,  or  the  gofpei  method  of  falvation  by  Chrift,  and 
his  everlaftinggrighteoufnefs,  I  was  hinting  formerly,  that 
fince  the  fall  of  man,  the  law  was  never  given,  that  man 
might  ftay  in  it  as  a  ground  of  hope,  but  that  by  it  he  might 
be  carried  beyond  the  law  to  Chrift,  who  is  "  the  end  of 
the  law  fbr  righteoufnefs."  And  now  I  Ihall  adveiupre  to 
fay  more.  That  when  God  gave  the  law  to  Adam  in  inno- 
cence, in  the  form  of  a  covenant,  he  never  defigned  that  man's 
happinefs  fliould  ftand  upon  that  footing ;  no,  the  covenant 
of  works  was  only  defigned  as  a  fcaffold  for  rearing  up  a 
more  glorious  building  of  grace  and  mercy,  which  God  has 
faid  *'  fhall  be  built  up  for  ever,"  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  2,  Now, 
what  ftrange  madnefs  is  it  for  a  man  to  keep  by  the  fcaf- 
.fold,  when  the  fabric  for  which  it  was  erefted  is  complete 
and  finiflied !  O  Sirs,  "  Wifdom  hath  builded  her  houfe, 
flie  hath  hewn  out  her  feven  pillars ;"  her  houfe  is  finifhed, 
provided,  and  accommodated  with  every  thing  needful  for  the 
finner's  falvation.  Why  then  will  you  ftay  longer  upon  the 
broken  fcafFold  of  the  law,  as  though  by  it  you  could  make 
your  way  to  heaven  ?  Chrift  is  the  only  bridge  of  com- 
munication betwixt/ God  and  man  5  no  Mediator  but  he,  "  no 
coming  to  the  Father  but  by  him."    O  then  do  not  adven- 
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ture  to  pafs  the  gulf  upon  the  broken  (herds  and  jplanks  of 
your  own  lame  rightcoufncfs  by  the  works  of  the  law,  left  you 
go  to  the  bottom  :  ^<  As  many  as  are  of  the  works  of  the 
law,  are  under  the  curfe,'*  Gal.  iii.  lo,  O  will  you  choofe 
rather  to  rifk  the  falyation  of  your  fouls  for  ever,  than  ven- 
ture on  the  obedience  and  fatisfaftion  of  Chrift,  the  alone 
**  foundation  God  hath  laid  in  Zion  ?"  For  the  Lord's  fake, 
thep,  take  care  what  you  do. 

Mou  2.  To  perfuade  you  to  quit  the  law  of  works,  the 
mount  Sinai-law  as  a  covenant,  and  to  fall  in  with  the  law 
of  faith,  1  mean,  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  glorious  gof- 
pel,  and  the  promifes  thereof,  will  you  but  confider  what 
advantageous  difcoveries  the  gofpel  makes  to  the  miferable 
(inner ;  it  difcovers  and  prefents  to  him  whatever  he  needs 
or  wants  in  that&niferable  fituation  he  is  reduced  to  by  the 
fall. 

1^,  O  (inner,  thou  wants  a  ranfom  unto  juftice,  that  thou 
mayft  not  go  down  to  the  pit.  Well,  here  it ,  is,  Chrift  is 
that  ranfom  ;  "  He  gave  himfclf  a  ranfom  for  many  ;"  and  he 
hfetforth^  in  the  goipe!,  *'  as  a  propitiation  through  faith  in 
his  blood/'  Tell  me,  Sirs,  you  that  cleave  to  the  law  of 
works,  can  the  law  afford  you  this?  No,  by'no  means,  Rom. 
viii^  3.  All  yoiir  doings  will  not  do  the  bttfinefs,  yea,  though 
you  were  but  guilty  of  one  finful  thought  in  your  whole  life, 
that  one  flaw  in  your  obedience  renders  the  law  weak  to  favc 
you,  and  is  like  a  dead  fly,  which  makes  all  your  obedience  to 
ftink  \  and  will  ever  fuch  a  ftinking  obedience  be  a  ranfom 
for  a  foul  i  Nothing  can  be  a  ranfom  for  a  guilty  foul  but 
blood :  ^'  Without  the  (hedding  of  blood  there  is  no  remiflion 
of  fin ;"  Blood,  blood  is  the  demand  of  juftice,  either  the 
blood  of  the  (inner,  or  of  the  Surety,  and  no  lefs  blood  than 
the  blood  of  an  infinite  perfon  can  be  admitted.  Now,  the 
gofpel »  I  fay,  ciifcovers  and  prefents  this  ranfom ing  and  ato* 
ning  blood,  whereby  all  the  demands  of  juftice  are  anfwered  to 
the  full. 

2dly^  Art  thou  in  a  ftarving  condition,  like  to  drop  down 
for  want  of  foul-food,  like  the  poor  prodigal,  who,  in  a  far 
country,  was  pcrifhing  for  want,  attempting  to  fill  thy  belly 
with  hulks  of  carnal  coQ^/orts,  or  of  legal  duUes,  but  ftiil 
finds  thy  foul  empty  ?  Well,  the  gofpel  cafts  up  a  banquet- 
ing houfe,  where  thou  mayft  "  cat  that  which  is  good,  and 
delight  thyfelf  with  abundance  of  fatncfs,"  If.  Iv.  a.  To  this 
purpofe  is  that.  If.  xxv.  6.  «Mn  this  mountain,"  viz.  mount 
Zion,  or  the  gofpel  church,  "  (hall  the  Lord  of  hofts  make 
unto  all  people  a  feaft  of  fat  things,  a  feaft  of  wines  on  the 
lees,  of  fat  things  full  of  marrow,  of  wines  on  the  lees  well  re^ 
I  fined, 
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fined.  Wifdom  hath  not  ^  builded  her  houfe,  But  {he  hath 
mingled  her  wiile,  killed  Ker  fatlings,  and  made  all  things 
ready."  Chrift  the  bread  of  life  is  ready  far  the  ftarving  (in- 
ner ;  no  more  but  to  take  and  eat,  to  receire  anct  apply  hitn» 
and  his  whole  fiilnefs.  O  then  take  the  benefit  of  the  law  o£ 
faith  ;  fall  in  with  the  gofpel  call  and  invitation. 

3^/^,  O  finner,  there  is  a  loathfome  difeafo  tliat  cleaves  fafl: 
unto  theC)  thou  art  *'  full  of  wounds,  bruifes,  and  putrefying 
fores,  from  the  crown  of  the  head  even  to  the  fole  of  the  foor,^ 
which  have  not  been  boand  up,  nor  molified  with  cuntmcnt.'* 
Well,  the  gofpel  tells  thee,  that  there  is  *♦  balm  in  Qilead,  and 
a  phyfician  there,"  whofe  name  is  JeHovah  Rofhi,  <*  I  am 
the  Lord  that  bealeth  thee."  O  Sirs,  Chrift  is  the  fmner's 
Saviour,  the  finner's  phyfician ;  and  every  finner  has  as  good 
tight  to  come  to  him,  as  fuch,  as  ever  a  wounded  or  fick  n^an 
in  a  regiment  had  to  call  for  the  help  of  the  phyfician  or  ehirurw 
geon  of  that  regiment  *,  the  very  office  of  a  phyfician  obliged 
him  to  ferve  the  fick.  Now,  Chrift  being  a  phyfician  by  office, 
warrants  the  loft  finner  to  come  to  him  with  his  djlug,  difeai- 
fed  foul ;  and,  beyond  peradventure,  whoever  comes  to  him, 
he  wilt  not,  not,  not  caft  him  out. 

4tMyi  O  finner,  thon  art  polluted  and  defiled  '*  among  the 
pots,"  fpotted  like  the  leopard,  black  like  the  Ethiopian.  W  ell^ 
the  gofpel  difcovers  '*  a  fountain  opened  to  thehoufe  of  David^ 
and  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  for  fin,  and  for  unclean* 
nefs."  O  come  and  wafti  in  this  fountain,  in  the  Jordan  of  a 
Redeemer's  blood  ^  and  **  though  ye  have  lien  among  the  pots, 
ye* (hall  be  like  the  wings  of  a  dove."  Do  not  fay  ye  have  no 
right  to  come  to  the  fountain,  for  ye  have  God's  command  to 
wafh,  to  ^^  make  you  clean,*'  If.  i.  i6.  He  has  promifed  to 
<<  fprinkle  with  clean  water,"  Ezek.  zxxvi.  25. 

^My,  The  gofpel,  or  law  of  faith,  prefents  thee  with  a  robe 
to  cover  the  **  ihame  of  thy  nakednefs,"  even  the  beft  robe 
that  heaven  can  afford  :  Rev.  iii.  18.  ^M  counfel  thee  to  buy 
of  me  white  raiment,  that  thou  mayft  be  clothed,  and  that  the 
ihame  of  thy  nakednefs  do  not  appear."  Suppofe  you  were 
ftripped  naked,  going  from  door  to  door,  feeking  a  rag  to  co« 
ver  you,  if  one  ihould  prefent  you  with  clothes,  and  put  thenl 
upon  you,  would  you  not  reckon  yourfelf  obliged  to  that 
perfon  ?  Well,  this  is  the  cafe  \  thy  foul  is  naked  before: 
God  *,  but  here  is  *^  a  robe  of  righteoufnefs,  and  a  garment 
of  falvation,"  prefcnted  in  the  gofpel,  to  cover  thee,  •*  Heark- 
en unto  me,  ye  that  are  ftout-hearted,  and  far  from  righteouf- 
nefs. I  bring  near  my  righteoufnefs :  it  (hall  not  be  far  oflF.** 
The  law  of  works  is  **  a.  bed  too  ftiort,  a  covering  too  narrow** 
foi  a  finner.    Thy  righteoufnefs  by  the  law  is  as  filthy  rags. 

Vol.  I.  4  B  and. 
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.  Jrnd,  inftead  of  a  covering,  does  but  deform  and  defile  the  fouH 
but  here  is  a  cloathing,  bright  like  the  funy  Rev.  xii*  i.  and 
every  one  that  puts  it  on  by  faiUi>  **  ^all  (hine  as  the  fun  in 
the  kingdom  of  their  Father."  Our  firft  parents,  whenever 
they  found  themfelves  nak^d,  fell  a- work  to  few  fig-leaves  to* 
gether'.for  aprons  to  cover  their  (hame,  until  God^provided  theoi 
coats  of  (kins,  probably  fkins  of  the  beads  offered  in  facrifibe, 
thereby  teaching  them,  that  their  foul-nakednefs  was  to  be  co- 
vered with  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  our  great  atoning  fa- 
orifice :  I  fay,  whenever  thefe  coats  of  (kins  were  provided  for 
them,  they  threw  away  their  fig-leaves  as  ufelefs.  This  is  the 
very  cafe  with  the  finner ;  fo  foon  as  he  falls  under  a  convic- 
tion of  his  fpiritual  nakednefs  before  God,  he  (Indies  to  few 
together  an  apron  of  his  own  work^.  The  whore,  Prov.  viL 
'14.  pleads,  that  (he  *^  had  peace-offerings  with  her ;  thi$  day 
(fays  (he),  kave  I  paid  my  voWs ;"  and  with  this  apron  (he 
imagined  to  cover  the  filthinefs  of  her  adultery.  But,. alas ! 
this  will  not  do ;  for  God  fays,  ^^  Their  webs  Ihall  not  become 
garments,  neither  (hall  they  cover  themfelves  with  their  works," 
Jf .  lix.  6*  Therefore,  for  the  Lord's  fake,  caft  away  thefe  fig- 
kaves,  as  ufelefs,  as  dung  and  lofs,  feeing  ye  are  now  called  to 
accept  of  the  white  raiment  of  God's  providing.  Say  with 
Paul,  when  Chrift  was  difcovered  to  him,  **  I  count  all  but  lofs 
and  dung,  that  I  may  be  found  in  him."  Paul  in  this  cafe  isjuft 
like  a  man  fwimming  for  his  life  upon  a  broken  plank ;  fo  (oon 
AS  ever  he  comes  to  a  veflel  that  will  carry  him  a(hore,  he  quits 
Iris  plank,  and  betakes  himfelf  to  the  whole  and  found  veflel ; 
and  fo  reckons  himfelf  in  fafety. 

6thlyy  The  gofpel  difcovers  or  prefents  thee  with  a  cooling, 
jrefre(hing  (hadow,  to  defend  thee  from  the  heat  of  divine 
^  wrath.  Perhaps  fome  of  you  have  been  at  the  foot  of  Sinai, 
or  at  prefent  are  fcorched  with  the  flafhes  of  divine  wrath, 
cad  out  from  that  bi^rning  mountain.  Well,  here  is  mount 
Zion,  take  the  benefit  of  the  gofpel,  and  thou  (halt  find  the 
**  (hadow  of  a  great  rock,'*  where  the  flames  of  vindi^ive 
wrath  cannot  reach  thee :  Cant.  ii.  3.  "  I  fat  down,'*  fays  the 
fpoufe,  ^*  under  his  (hadow  with  great  delight,"  &c.  When 
tne  children  of  Ifrael  travelled  through  the  burning  fands  of 
Arabia,  they  had  no  (belter  from  the  Scorching  heat  but  a 
miraculous  cloud,  with  which  God  over(hadowed  the  camp, 
for  the  fpace  of  forty  years.  I  have  read  of  fome,  who  tra- 
velling through  th^e  fandy  deferts,  have  dropped  down  dead 
with  the  heat  of  the  fun :  fo  that  this  cloud  that  covered  the 
camp  of  Ifrael,  was  of  abfolute  neceffity  to  them,  otherwife 
they  could  never  fubfided  there^  cfpecxally  for  fuch  a  long 
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tra£l  of  time  ;  it  was  not  their  thin  tents  that  would  defend, 
them.  This  cloud  typified  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  revealed 
in  the  gofpel ;  this  is  the  only  covering  under  which  a  guilty 
finner  can  be  preferved  from  the  **  devouring  fires  and  ever- 
lading  burnings"  of  divine  wrath.  It  is  not  any  thing  done  by 
you  that  will  defend  you,  unlefs  you  get  under  "  the  fliadow 
of  this  great  rock  in  the  weary  land."  The  cloud  that  fcrcened 
Ifrael  from  the  beams  of  the  fun,  was  itfelf  expofed  to  the 
burning  heat ;  fo  Chrift  expofed  himfelf  to  the  wrath  of  his 
Father  that  he  might  be  a  iafting  and  perpetual  (hadow  to 
prote^  us  from  it.  As  Ifrael  did,  for  the  fpace  of  forty  years, 
travel  under  the  (hadow  of  the  cloud  ;  fo,  while  we  are  travel* 
lers  in  this  weary  land,  we  muft  be  journeying  under  the  (ha- 
dow of  Chrift,  and  his  everlafting  righteoufnefs.  If  any  of  the 
children  of  Ifrael  went  out  from  the  (hadow  of  the  cloud, 
they  were  ,in  danger  of  being  burnt  up  with  exceflfive  heat ; 
fo,  if  |at  any  time  a  believer,  through  a  remaining  legal  fpi- 
rit,  and  an  evil  heart  qf  unbelief,  depart  from  Chrift,  ifeek- 
ing  relief  from  the  law,  he  is  in  danger  of  being  fcorched 
with  mount  Sinai  flames,  and  never  (hall  he  find  reft  till  by 
faith  he  return  to  the  place  where  Chrift  ^'  maketh  his  flocks 
to  reft  at  noon.'' 

7/A/y,  The  gofpel  difcovers  a  city  of  refuge  for  the  poor  fin» 
ner,  who  is  purfued  by  the  law  ancfjuftice  of  God.  We  read 
of  cities  of  refuge  under  the  law,  that  were  a  common  good 
to  the  children  of  Ifrael,  Num.  xxxv.  1 5.  2g.  24.  If  a  m^n 
had  killed  his  neighbour  but  by  mere  accident,  without  any 
defign,  yet  he  muft  not  ftay  at  his  own  houfe,  expelling  fafety 
there,  but  he  muft  with  all  (peed  flee  to  **  the  city  of  refuge,"  as 
the  ordinance  of  God  for  his  fafety.  This  was  a  faint  type 
and  (hadow  of  Chrift,  the  bleflfed  refuge  and  hope  fet  before 
us  in  the  gofpel.  The  finner  being  guilty  of  death,  and  the 
fword  of  juftice  being  drawn  and  furbi(hed,  in  order  to  \>t 
bathed  in  his  blood,  God  cries  to  him  from  heaven  to  flee  fop 
his  life  to  Chrift,  "  Turn  ye  to  your  ftrong  hold,  ye  prifoners 
of  hope.  Turn  ye,  turn  ye :  why  will  ye  die,  O  houfe  of  If- 
rael ?"  And  as  the  manflayer,  when  within  the  gates  of  the 
city  of  refuge,  could  freely  confer  and  talk  with  the  avenger 
without  fear  of  danger  :  fo  a  God  of  vengeance  and  a  guilty 
finner  may  have  fweet  fellow(hip  with  one  another  in  Chrift  ; 
for  "  bv  this  better  hope  we  draw  nigh  unto  God,"  Heb.  vii. 
19.  If  the  manflayer,  during  the  life  of  the  high  prieft,  had 
come  without  the  walls  of  the  city  of  refuge,  the  avenger  of 
blood  might  warrantably  kill  him :  fo  if  the  beft  and  holieft  of 
faints  (hould  go  forth  out  of  Chrift,  and  from  under  the  cover- 
ii)g  of  his  blood  and  righteoufnefsj  imagining  themfelves  to  be 


^8  Tii  Law  ^F^uth 

in  fafet^  under  the  (belter  of  their  own  inherent  hoUne&j 
God's  reven^iDg  jutlice  might  warrantably  cut  them  off;  and 
therefore  it  is  your  wifdom  to  abide  in  Chriftt  i  John  ii.  28. 
*^  Little  children,  abide  in  him/'  Let  hs,  with  iPafi]»  be  con« 
cerned  to  be  for  ever  found  in  him. 

%ihfy^  The  gofpel  difcovers  a  blefled  ftair,  or  ladder,  by 
which  we,  who  have  fallen  by  pur  iniquities,  may  climb  up 
to  heaven,  and  have  accefs  to  the  holy  of  holies.  If  it  were 
pofiible  that  a  loft  Gnner  could  fly  to  heaven  uppn  the  wings 
of  his  own  works,  or  get  up  thither  by  the  broken  ladder  of 
the  law  of  works,  what  need  wa$  there  that  God  fliould  pro- 
vide fuch  an  expenGve  one,  as  that  of  the  incarnation,  obe* 
dience,  and  death  of  his  own  eternal  Son  I  When  Jacob, 
Gen.  xxviii.  was  travelling  to  Padan*aram,  in  a  dream  he  lav 
a  ladder,  the  foot  of  which  ftood  upon  earth,  while  the  top 
of  it  reached  the  heayens.  By  this  ladder  was  Qgnified  the 
perfon  of  Cbrift,  a$  Emmanuel,  God-man,  who,  as  to  his 
human  nature,  ftbod  upon  earth,  and,  as  to  his  divUie  nature, 
is  above  the  height  of  the  higheft  heavens  \  and  likewife  the 
office  of  Chrift  as  Mediator^  who  joins  heaven  and  earth  to« 
gether  in  a  ble£Eed  amity  and  concord.  The  foot  of  this  lad- 
der ftood  in  Bethel^  the  houfe  of  God,  in  the  church.  Chrift 
revealed  and  exhibited  in  the  gofpel,  is  the  loweft  ftcp  of  the 
ladder,  and  comes  near  to  «very  man,  that  he  may  fet  the 
foot  of  faith  upon  it,  iii  order  to  his  climbing  up  to  glory. 
This  ladder  is  '*  the  gate  of  heaven :  I  ana  the  doodr ;  by  me  if 
»ny  man  enter  in,  be  (hall  be  faved.  I  am  the  way,  and  the 
truth,  and  the  life ;  there  is  no  way  of  coming  unto  the  Fa- 
ther but  by  me.''  By  faith  in  his  atoning  blood  we  enter  into 
the  holy  of  holies.  At  the  death  of  Chrift  the  vail  was  rent; 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom,  and  the  way  to  the  hplieft  laid 
9pen,  that  we,  through  the  human  nature  of  the  Son  of  God, 
(which  was  rent  in  twain  by  juftice),  might  enter  with  bold- 
nefs.  , 

.  9^%,  The  gofpel  difcovers  a  rich  mine  or  treafurc,  by 
which  ye  may  be  made  up  for  ever,  even  "  the  unfearchablc 
riches  of  Chrift."  If  I  (houM  tell  this  company^that  there  is 
fuch  a  treafure  of  gold  or  filv«r  hid  in  the  highway  betwixt 
this  and  the  next  town,  and  that  every  man  might  go  and  take 
as  much  of  it  as  he  had  a  mind,  O  what  a  ftrange  run  would 
there  be  among  this  multitude  ]  But,  Sirs,  though  I  cannot 
tell  you  of  earthly  riches,  yet  I  can  tell  you  of  a  field  where 
far  better  riches  are  to  be  found,  even  geld  tried  in  thejire^ 
better  than  the  gold  of  Ophh%  riches  that  do  not  rot  in  the 
grave  9  and  the  &ld  is  not  far  off,. you  have  it  in  the  Old  an4 
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New  Teftument,  which  is  among  your  hands,  you  have  it  in 
this  gofpei  that  you  are  hearing ;  Chrift  and  all  the  fulnefs  of 
the  Godhead*  Chrift  atfd  everlafting  life  in  him,  is  there.  O 
fearch  the  fcripturts^  &:c.  Prov.  ii.  4.  5.  "  He  that  feeketh  it 
as  fil ver,  and  fe?rcheth  for  it,  as  for  a  hid  treafure,  (hall  un* 
derftand  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  find  the  knowledge  of 
God."  Thus  you  fee  what  glorious  and  advantageous  difco- 
series  ane  made  to  Tinners  by  the  gofpei,  (the  law  of  faith) ; 
and  therefore,  for  the  Lord's  fake  take  the  benefit  thereof. 

Mat.  3.  To  engage  you  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  law  of 
faith,  by  believing  in  Chrift,  pray  confider,  that  the  moral 
law,  or  law  of  commandments,  upon  the  revelation  of  Chrift 
in  the  gofpei,  binds  and  obliges  you  fo  to  do«  I  do  not  fay 
that  the  law  of  works  reveals  Chrift  ;  no,  not  one  word  of 
Chrift  is  to  be  found  in  the  whole  law  abftraAly  confidered : 
but  this  I  fay,  that  whenever  the  gofpei  reveals  Chrift,  the  law 
wills,  requires,  and  commands  the  (inner,  under  the  fevereft  pe- 
nalty, to  clofe  with  him.  Will  not  the  law  lead  to  its  end,  and  re* 
quire  the  finner  to  betake  hjmfelf  to  him  who  is  *^  the  end  of  the 
law  for  righteoufnefs,"  upon  the  revelation  of  him  by  the  gofpei  ? 
Yea  furely,  •*  This  is  his  commandment,  that  you  believe  on 
the  name  of  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift  ;"  and,  **  he  that  believeth 
not  is  condemned  already/'  But,  fay  you^  that  is  a  command 
of  the.  gofpei,  not  of  the  law.  1  anfwer.  It  is  a  command  of 
the  law,  y/ca,  the  very  firft  commandment  of  the  moral  law, 
•  •*  Thou"  Ihalc 'have  no  other  Gods  before  me  ;"  1.  €.  thdu  (halt 
believe  and  truft  in  me  as  thy  God  and  Redeemer,  and  in 
none  other,  for  life  and  falvation.  So  that  altliough  the  mo« 
val  law  abftradly  confidered  does  not  reveal  Chrift,  or  fpeak 
one  word  of  him;  yet  con(idered  in  the  concrete,  or  as  it 
ftands  connefted  with,  and  fubfervient  unto,  the  gofpel-revela- 
tion,  it  enjoins,  it  requires,  and  commands  us  to  take  the  be- 
nefit of  Chrift  and  his  righteoufnefs.  And  therefore,  if  ye  do 
not  take  the  benefit  of  the  law  of  faith,  you  break  and  violate 
even  the  law  of  works,  by  which  ye  are  feeking  righteoufnefs 
and  falvation.  You  defire  to  work  the  work  of  God  ;  well, 
<^  this  is  the  work  of  God,  that  ye  believe  on  him  whom  be 
hath  fent."  Aad  d^  what  ye  will  in  obedience  to  the  law  of 
works,  it  will  all  be  rcjeded,  like  the  **  offering  of  fwinc's 
Wood/'  except  ye  obey  this  commandment  of  the  law  of  works^ 
which  is  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  law  offaith^  or  to  "  believe 
on  the  name  of  the  Son  of  God." 

Mot.  4.  Confider  that  there  is  a  double  vengeance  attend- 
ing them  that  do  not  take  the  benefit  of  the  law  of  faith  ;  and 
no  wonder,  fincc  (as  you  have  heard)  they  defpife  a  double 
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Iftw,  VIZ.  of  works  and  of  faith,  at  once ;  every  and  the  Icaft 
ttanfgrcffion  even  of  the  law  of  works  infers  wrath  and  ven- 
geance, death,  and  damnation,  againft  the  (inner.  See  how 
the  apoftle  argues  upon  this  head,  Heb.  x.  28.  29.  "  He  that 
defpifed  Mofes  law,  died  without  mercy,**  &c.  Now,  all  this 
the  man  is  guilty  pf,  who  does  not  by  faith  fall  in  with  the 
revelation  of  the  law  of  faith,  he  '*  crucifies  the  Son  of  God 
afrefli,'*  re-a6^s  and  approves  the  tragedy  afted  on  mount  Cal- 
vary, he  **  tramples  the  blood  of  the  covenant  under  fooi, 
and  does  defpite  unto  the  Spirit  of  grace,**  who  revealed  the 
law  of  faith  ;  and  therefore  a  double  vengeance  muft  be  abi- 
ding  you,  if  you  do  not  receive  the  law  of  faith.  O  unbelie- 
ving  finner,  •*  confider  this,  left  he  tear  you  in  pieces,  when 
none  (hall  be  able  to  deliver  you  out  of  his  hand.**  But  I  do 
not  incline  to  end  with  terrors  :  and  therefore, 

Mot  5.  Confider,  that  moment  vou  take  the  benefit  of  the 
law  of  faith  (the  gofpel  coming  forth  from  Zion),  you  are 
acquitted  and  difcharged  of  all  that  ever  the  law  of  works 
could  demand  of  you.  The  law  of  works  craved  only  a  tingle 
debt  of  Adam  in  innocency,  viz*  the  debt  of  obedience ;  but 
it  hath  a  double  charge  upon  the  finner,  not  only  of  obedience 
unto  its  precept,  but  alfo  it  craves  that  its  penalty  be  endured; 
and  of  this  double  debt  you  are  not  capable  to  pay  the  leaft 
farthing.  Though  you  were  to  live  Methulelah's  days,  you 
could  never  obey  one  precept  of  the  law,  as  it  is  the  law  of 
works,  being  utterly  deftitute  of  that  principle  from  which, 
and  of  the  end  to  which,  all  a£ts  of  obedience  to  the  law  muft 
be  performed ;  for  the  holy  law  does  not  look  fo  much  to  the 
matter  of  the  a£lion,  as  to  the  principle  and  end  thereof;  fo 
that  our  beft  aftions,  inftead  of  being  afts  of  obedience  to.  the 
}aw,  are  but  fplendid  fins  before  God  the  great  Lawgiver ; 
and  therefore  the  debt  of  obedience  to  the  precept  you  can 
never  pay,  while  you  cleave  to  the  law  as  a  covenant.  And 
as  you  are  not  capable  to  pay  tlie  debt  of  obedience,  fo  neither 
are  you  in  your  own  perfon  capable  to  pay  the  debt  of  punifli- 
ment  or  fatisfaftion,  though  you  were  to  lie  in  hell-tire  through 
an  endlcfs  eternity.  The  reafon  is,  becaufe  juftice  requires  an 
infinite  fatisfa£iion  for  an  infinite  offence ;  and  can  the  pu- 
niihment  of  a  finite  creature  ever  amount  to  an  infinite  fatis- 
fadion  ?  Thus  you  are  infolvent  debtors  to  juftice,  by  virtue 
of  the  precept  and  penalty  of  the  law  of  works.  But  now,  I 
fay,  whenever  you  take  the  benefit  of  the  law  of  faith,  or  be- 
lieve in  Chrift  as  he  is  offered  and  gifted  in  the  promife  of  the 
gofpel,  you  are  that  moment  aflToilzied  and  acquitted  from  both 
thcfe  debtS)  and  all  charges  that  the  law  of  works  hath  againft 
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'you;  youarc  no  more  concerned  withit either  in  poinfof  juftifi- 
cation  or  condemnation,  *' There  ia  therefore  now  no  condem- 
nation to  them  which  are  in  Chrift  Jefus :  Who  can  lay  any 
thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  cleft  ?*'  Perhaps  indeed  the  devil 
may  fet  home  the  law  as  a  covenant  upon  the  believer  in  Chrift, 
craving  the  debt  both  of  obedience  and  punilhment  for  fin ;  but 
the  believer,  under  the  lively  exercife  of  faith,  has  a  ready  anfwer 
to  thefe  charges*  As  for  the  debt  of  obedience,  may  the  believer 
fay,  my  Surety  paid  it  by  his  fpotlefs  obedience, "  he  magnified 
the  law,  and  made  it  honourable,  and  Jehovah  is  well  plea- 
fed  for  his  righteoufnefs  fake/'  and  through  him  the  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  the  law  is  fulfilled  in  me  ;  fo  that  although  now, 
by  ftrength  derived  from  him,  I  refolvc  to  honour  and  obey 
the  law  as  a  rule  of  obedience,  from  a  principle  of  love  and 
griititude  to  my  blefied  Hufband  and  Redeemer,  yet  as  a  co- 
venant I  owe  it  nothing :  will  I  ever  diihonour  my  glorious 
Surety  fo  far,  as  to  offer  my  own  grace  and  holinefs  or  obe- 
dience in  the  room  of  his ^verlafting  law-biding  righteoufnefs? 
No,  no ;  I  am  ''  dead  to  the  law  by  the  body  of  Chriil,  be- 
ing married  to  ano'ther,  even  to  him  who  is  raifed  from  the 
dead,  that  I  may  bring  forth  fruit  unto  God.''  And  then,  as 
for  the  debt  of  punifiiment  and  fatisfaAion,  I  owe  the  law 
of  works  nothing  either^  why,  its  penalty  was  endured  by  my 
Kinfman  and  Redeemer,  ^'  he  finilhed  it  upon  the  crofs,  he 
was  wounded  for  mine  iniquities,  the  juft  fuffered  for  the 
unjuft,"  his  blood  anfwers  for  my  ofiences,  and  his  refurrec- 
tion  is  my  difcharge  for  judification  ;  **  It  is  Qhrift  that  died, 
yea  rather,  that  is  rifen  again,  who  is  even  at  the  right-hand 
of  God,  who  alfo  maketh  interceflion  for  me ;"  and  therefore 
**  who  is  he  that  condemneth,''  feeing  upon  this  ground  God 
does  juftify  ?  It  is  remarkable,  that  the  apoflle  puts  a  note  of 
diftinftion  on  the  re(urre£iion  of  Chrift,  faying,  "  Yea  rather, 
that  is  rifen  again,"  becaufe  the  refurre£tion  of  Chrift  from 
the  dead  is  an  invincible  proof  of  the  full  payment  of  the  debt, 
which  he  as  our  Surety  undertook  to  pay.  If  he  had  not  niade 
full  payment,  the  prifon  of  the  grave  had  never  been  opened, 
and  he  difmilTed,  or  "  taken  from  prifon  and  from  judgement," 
If.  liii.  8.  O  Sirs,  I  bring  you  glad  tidings  of  great  joy,  our 
brother  Jofeph,  pur  elder  brother  Jefus,  his  head  is  lifted  up 
out  of  prifon  by  a  glorious  refurredion  and  exaltation ;  and 
therefore  let  all  the  feed  of  Ifrael.  rejoice,  for  he  having  lifted 
up  the  head  as  a  public  perfon  and  reprcfentative,  our  heads 
^  are  lifted  up  in  him,  and  with  him:  Eph.  ii.  5.  (5.  "  Even  when 
we  were  dead  in  fins,  he  hath  quickened  us  together  with 
Chrift  (by  grace  ye  are  favedj,  and  hath  raifed  us  up  together, 
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and  made  us  fit  together  in  heavenly  plac^  in  Chpft  JeAis.*' 
And  therefore,  O  come  and  let  us  all  return  unto  a  God  of 
peace,  who  hath  raifed  up  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord  from  the 
dead  :  *'  he  hath  torn  him>  and  he  will  heat  us  ;  he  hath  fmit- 
ten  him,  and  he  will  bind  us  up :  after  two  days  he  revived 
118,**  who  were  dead  in  law,  "  in  the  third  day  he  raifed  us  up'* 
in  him ;  and  therefore  let  us  fay^,  in  a  way  of  believing,  "  We 
fhall  live  in  his  fight :  Becaufe  Chrift  livcff,  we  (hall  live  alfo." 
Sure  I  am,  if  we  had  but  the  lively  uptaking  of  this  myftery 
of  a  rifen  Chrift,  we  would  be  ready  to  join  the  apoftle  in  his 
dozology,  I  Pet,  i  3.  <*  Blefied  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  which  according  to  his  abundant  mercy, 
hath  begotten  us  again  unto  a  lively  hope,  by  the  refurreAion 
of  Jefus  Chrift  from  the  dead.*' 

MoU  6.  By  taking  the  benefit  of  the  law  of  faith  coming 
out  of  Zion,  the  law  of  commandments  coming  out  of  Sinai 
will  be  an  cafy  yoke,  and  a  light  burden  to  you.  The  cove- ' 
%ant  of  works  was  fuch  <^  a  yoke  of  bondage,  that  neither  we 
nor  our  fathers  were  able  to  bear  it;"  this*  is  fpoken,  A  As  xv. 
10.  of  the  legal  difpenfation  of  the  covenant  of  grace  under 
the  Old  Tcftament,  by  types,  ceremonies,  and  facrifices,'  &c. 
But  if  even  the  legal  difpenfation  of  the  covenant  of  grace  was 
an  unfupportable  yoke;  what  muft  the  covenant  of  works  be  ?  But 
now,  I  fay,  by  faith's  improvement  of  the  gofpel-law  of  gracei 
that  heavy  yoke  is  now  become  a  light  and  eafy  burden.  The 
reafon  is,  whenever  a  finner  believes  in  Chrift,  by  virtue  of 
the  gofpel,  or  covenant  of  grace,  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law, 
as  a  covenant,  is  fulfilled  in  him,  and  he  gets  ftrength  from 
Chrift  to  obey  the  law  as  a  rule.  <*  Surely  in  the  Lord,  {hall 
one  fay,  have  I  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength  :"  and  faith  falling 
on  this  fund  of  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength,  cries  with  the  pfal- 
niift,  Pfal.  Ixxi.  16.  'M  will  go  in  the  ftrength  of  the  Lord 
God,  making  mention  of  his  righteoufnefs,  even  of  his  only." 
Now  the  man  rejoices  to  work  righteoufnefs,  remembering 
the  Lord  and  his  ways,  his  Jleps  are  enlarM  under  him,  and 
his  feet  become  as  hinds  feet  in  the  way  of  the  Lord  ;  fo  that 
he  '^  runs  and  does  not  weary,  he  walks  and  does  not  faint :" 
the  man  finding  himftif  redeemed  and  delivered  from  the 
hands  of  his  enemies,  he  "  ferves  the  Lord  without  fear  (with** 
out  a  fervile  or  flaviih  fear),  in  hplinefs  and  righteoufnefs,  alt 
t^e  days  of  his  life :"  with  Paul,  he  ^^  delights  in  the  law  of 
the  Lord,  after  the  inward  man ;"  confenting  unto  it,  that  it 
is  **  holy,  juft,  and  good;  efteems  it  the  ^^  good,,  and  accep- 
table, and  perfeA  will  of  God  i"  makes  it  *^  a  lamp  unto  his 
feety  aud  a  light  unto  his  paths  >"  and  lb  he  *^  goes  on  from 
%  ftrength 
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ftrexjgkh  to  ftrength^  until  h£  appear  before  the  iLord  in  Zion.** 
Thus  I  have  endeavoured  to  deal  with  you  as  rational  crea* 
,tureS)  ^pd  to  draw  you  with  the  bands  of  a  man^  to  take 
tl>e  6ei>efit  of  the  law  of  faith  coming  forth  from  mount 
Zion :  Ipp^  to  the  Lord,  that  he  mayj  by  the  power  of  his 
Spirit,  concur  and  make  it  efie<Slual  to  perfuade  and  enable  you 
thereto. 

I  conclude  all  in  a  few  words  by  way  of  diredion  or  advice, 
Jn  order  to  your  improvement  of  the  law  of  faith  or  the  gof- 
pel  of  our  faivatio'n. 

1.  Stu^y  to  be  convinced  and  perfuaded,  that  neither  you, 
nojr  any  of  the  race  .of  ^dam,  can  make  your  way  to  heaven 
by  the  law  of  wprkst  Tou  n^ay  weary  yourfelyes  in  the 
greatnefs  of  your  way  to  bring  it  about,  but  all  in  vain.  As 
1  told  you  before,  fo  I  tell  you  again,  that  door  is  condemned, 
t}iiit  bridge  is  brgken,  that  fcaffbld  is  taken  down :  and  in  vain 
dp  JQU  attempt  to  rebuild  it ;  for  God  has  faid,  and  his  word 
il^all  ftand,  '^  By  the  works  of  the  law  ^all  po  flefh  living  be 
juftified," 

2.  In  order  to  youi  being  convinced  of  this,  I  advife  you  to 
))e  much  in  (tudying  the  law  of  works,  in  its  holinefs,  perfec- 
tion, extent,  and  fpirituality ;  fpr  the  reafqn  why  fo  many 
icleave  to  the  law  as  a  covenant  is,  becaufe  they  kno^  not  the 
extent  of  the  law :  **  I  have  feen  an  end  of  all  perfedlion ;  but 
tjij  commandm?"^  (fays  David),  is  exceeding  broad,"  PfaU 
cxix.  Q60  We  niay  fooneir  take  up  the  perfeflion  of  all  crea- 
ted things,  than  take  up  the  extent  of  this  law,  which  reaches 
to  the  innermoft  mptions  of  the  heart,  the  firft  broodings  of  a 
Anful  thought,  as  \ye}l  as  the  external  actions  of  the  life.  Some 
in  our  day  do  with  the  law  of  God,  juft  as  the  old  Phatifees 
did  ;  they  pa/e  off  the  fpirituality  of  the  law,  and  look  no 
further  than  the  letter  of  it  j  and  bence  they  iniagine  that 
they  can  obey  it,  and  be  juftified  by  it.  But  as  Chrift  laid 
open  the  law  in  its  fpirituality  to  the  Pharifees,  in  his  fermoti 
on  the  mount,  that  they  might  fee  their  folly  in  feeking  falva- 
tion  by  the  law  qf  works ;  fo  my  advice  to  you  is,  to  ftudy  the 
law,  not  pnly  in  ithe  letter,  but  in  the  fpirituality,  that  fo 
•*  through  the  law'*  thou  mayft  become  *'  dead  to  the  law, 
and  alive  unto  God  through  Jefus  Chrilt,  the  Lord  our  righ- 
teoufnefs." 

3.  Be  frequently  comparing  your  hearts. and  lives  with 
this  holy  and  fpotlefs  law  of  Gpdi  and  fee  what  abounding  er^ 
rprs  are  in  both.  I  am  fure,  if  you  did  but  look  a  little  to 
your  face  in  the  glafs  of  the  holy  law,  you  would  fee  fuch  a 
hell  of  abominations  within  and  without  you,  that  you  will 
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be  ready  to  cry,  **  Innumerable  evils  compafs  me  about.* 
You  who  are  ready  to  blefs  yourfelves,  and  fay  or  think  you 
have  a  good  heart  toward  God,  you  never  yet  faw  yourfelves 
in  the  glafs  of  the  holy  law;  if  your  eyes  were  opened,  you 
would  foon  acknowledge  with  Paul,  that  **myou  dwelleth  no 
good  thing,'*^  and  that  "  every  thought  of  your  heart  is  evil  on- 
ly, and  continually  evil."  O  Sirs,  believe  this  is  the  real  cafe 
with  you,  and  cbnfequently  all  the  curfes  and  threatenings  of 
the  broken  law  of  works.are  (landing  in  full  force  againft  you. 
This  muft  needs  be  believed,  the  truth  of  the  threatening  ap- 
plied and  brought  home,  ere  ever  you  can  improve  and  ap- 
ply the  gofpel ;  for  I  would  have  you  reniembcr,  that  there  is 
a  law-faith  goes  before  a  gofpel-faith  ;  and  this  law-faith 
confifts  in  a  knowledge  of  the  law  in  its  fpirituality,  in  an  af- 
fent  to  the  truth  of  its  threatenings,  and  a  particular  applica- 
tion of  them  to  the  foul.  The  want  of  this  is  the  reafon  of 
prevailing  prefumption  and  carnal  fecurity  among  the  hearers 
of  the  gofpel,  which  hinders  them  from  believing  in  Chrif(, 
by  virtue  of  the  law  of  faith,  which  reveals  and  exhibits  him ; 
they  lie  intrenched  behind  an  imaginary  fortification  of  natu- 
ral religion,  formality,  and  morality,  and  there  they  think 
therofelves  fafe  againft  all  the  threatenings  and  thunders  of 
the  law  of  works.  But,  alas  !  what  will  this  avail  in  the  day 
of  vifitation,  when  God  fhall  lay  you  in  the  balance,  and  fay, 
**  You  are  weighed  in  the  balances,  and  are  found  wanting ;" 
you  want  the  righteoufnefs  of  my  Son,  you  want  my  image, 
you  want  my  Spirit,  you  want  a  renewed  nature;  and  therefore 
away  with  fuch  a  man !  ^*  Thou  putteft  away  all  the  wicked  of 
the  earth  like  drofs ;  Reprobate  Giver  ihall  men  call  them,  for 
the  Lord  hath  rejefted  them.-' 

4.  I  advife  yoii  not  only  to  ftudy  the  law  of  works,  but  al- 
fo  to  ftudy  the  gofpel,  or  law  of  faith,  the  difference  between 
thefe  two,  and  their  connection  in  a  gofpel-difpenfation.  Igno- 
rance of  this  makes  a  ftrange  kind  of  a  jumble  in  the  dodrine 
of  minifters,  and  in  the  excrcifc  of  a  Chriftian.  1  endeavour- 
ed in  the  do£lrinal  part  of  this  difcourfe  to  clear  up  a  little 
fomethingof  the  difference  and  harmony  between  thefe,  and  do 
not  now  repeat  them. 

"•  5.  Be  perfuaded  that  the  law  of  faith  lies  open  to  you,  and 
that  you  are  as  free  to  take  the  benefit  of  it  as  any  other  per- 
fon  whatfoever.  It  is  one  of  the  hellifh  politics  of  Satan,  and 
of  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief,  to  perfuade  the  (inner,  that  the 
promife,  or  the  law  of  faith,  is  not  to  them,  contrary  to  God's 
cxprefs  declaration,  ^*  The  promife  is  unto  you,  and  to  all  that 
are  afar  oft':  To  you  is  the  word  of  this  faivation  fent."    Do 
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not  fay,  when  you  hear  the  law  coming  out  of  Zion^  The  pro- 
mifes  and  offers  of  falvation  made  through  a  Redeemer,  God 
is  fpeaking  to  the  eled»  or  to  believers,  and  others,  but  not  to 
me.  No,  he  is  fpeaking  to  thee,  finner ;  **  for  Chrift  came, 
not  lo  call  the  righteous,  but  (inners  to  repentance."  And 
therefore,  as  you  are  to  apply  the  thrcatenings  of  the  law  of 
works  for  your  convidlion  and  humiliation  \  fo  you  are  to  be- 
lieve and  apply  the  gracious  offers  and  promifes  of  fovereign 
grace  in  the  gofpel  to  you  in  particular ;  and  do  not  imagine 
with  yourfelves,  that  God  fays  one  thing,  and  intends  another  ;  . 
no,  he  fpeaks  the  truth  in  his  heart,  and  you  may  read  the 
thoughts  of  his  heart  by  the  words  of  his  blefled  mouth,  the 
one  fo  exa£lly  agrees  with  the  other.  Do  not  reft  fatisfied 
with  a  general  affent  unto  the  truth  of  the  promife ;  but,  un- 
der the  eondufl  of  the  promifed  Spirit,  venture  the  falvatioa 
of  your  fouls  upon  it,  and  the  faithfulnefs  of  him  that  made 
it.  O  Sirs,  the  ftrength  of  omnipotence  is  in  the  promife,  ne- 
ver did  any  foul  pcrifli  that  truftcd  it ;  "  Abraham  ftaggered 
not  at  the  promife  of  God  through  unbelief,"  and  the  pro- 
mife bore  him  through;  and  fo  will  it  all  the  feed  of  Abraham, 
all  who  truly  believe  it.  But,  fay  you,  I  think  I  could  truft 
the  promife,  and  the  Promifer ;  but  ftill  I  fear  the  promife 
does  not  belong  to  me.  I  anfwer.  The  promife  belongs  as 
much  to  you,  to  every  one  of  you,  as  it  did  to  Abraham,  Ifaac^ 
Jacob,  David,  or  any  of  the  faints  now  in  glory,  before  they 
aftually  believed  it.  Can  you  doubt  that  you  have  a  right  to 
believe  the  promife  of  God,  or  to  fet  to  your  feal  that  he  is 
true  ?  No,  you  affront  God,  and  lofe  your  own  fouls,  if  you 
do  not.  I  conceive  that  there  is  a  general  miftake  among  the 
hearers  of  the  gofpel ;  they  fancy  they  have  no  manner  of 
concern  in  the  covenant  of  grace,  or  the  promifes  thereof,  till 
they  be  aftually  within  the  bond  of  it.  But  do  not  miftake 
iti  the  covenant  and  promifes  belong  to  you,  yea,  to  the  whole 
vifible  church,  in' the  difpenfation.  You  have  a  confirmed 
light  and  warrant  by  faith  to  intermeddle  with  the  covenant 
of  grace,  and  all  the  bleffings  thereof,  even  before  you  be- 
lieve:  1  own  indeed,  that  till  you  believe,  you  have  no  faving 
intereft  in  Chrift,  or  the  benefits  of  the  covenant ;  but  be- 
fore you  believe,  you  have  a  confirmed  right  to  lay  hold  upon 
the  covenant  by  faith.  The  covenant,  in  the  difpenfation  of 
it,  belongs  to  all  the  heiirers  of  the  gofpel,  to  the  whole  vi- 
able church;  an4  if  we  cut  off  people's  hands  from  the  cove- 
nant and  the  promifes,  at  the  fame  time  we  cut  them  off  from 
receiving  Chrift,  when  yet  we  are  offering  Chrift  unto  them  j 
fpr  it  is  by  virtue  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  or  promife,  that 
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finnerS  muft  te^eive  ahd  appl^  Chrift.  I  dd  not  fpeak  vrith* 
oOt  bootj  for  *hc  wotda  of  bur  ConfcfBon  df  Fatth  ate,  f  That 
the  priticipal  afts  df  frftirif*  ^aceare*  a  rcccivlrlg,  reftiilg  uponi 
alld  applying  Chrift,  for  righteoafriefs,  liffc,  and  falvation,  By  vit- 
tiie  of  the  covenant  of  grate  ;'  and  if  by  virtue  of  the  covenant 
we  are  to  recdvc  Chrift,  forely  we  fliuft  not  take  away  the  co- 
venant of  grace  frorii  people,  and  yfct  bid  iherti  receive  Chrift ; 
this  were  to  dcfttoy  With  One  hand,  what  we  build  with  the 
other.  Now,  feeing  this  is  the  Cslfe,  that  the  law  of  faith  lies 
open  to  you,  that  the  promife  and  covenant  is  to  you,  make 
particular  application  thereof  to  your  own  fouls,  and  lay  the 
weight  of  jroiir  eternal  falvation  upon  the  faithfulnefs  of  a 
promifing  (Jod  in  Chrift.  And  tct  encourage  you  to  do  it, 
confider  that  additional  fecurity  he  has  given  us  to  encourage 
our  faith  ;  he  fiiperadds  his  oath  to  his  pronfiife,  and  feals 
both  with  the  blood  of  his  Son,  and  the  feals  of  baptifm  and 
the  fupper  ;  and  the  three  witnefles  of  heaven  attfeft  the  truth 
of  it,  the  Father^  tie  Word^  and  the  Spirit :  and  what  more  can 
the  ihoft  jealous  heatt  dcfire  ?  here  is  ground  to  believe  with- 
out doubting,  to  believe  with  full  affurance  of  faith. 

6.  If  you  would  take  the  benefit  of  the  law  of  faithj  go  to 
a  court  of  gracej  to  a  throne  of  grace,  where  the  law  of  grace 
is  eriafted,  and  put  a  God  of  grace  to  the  execution  of  his  own 
laws  or  a£(s  of  grace,  and  be  petfuaded  that  he  will  take  care 
to  make  them  good  and  cfFeftual  to  thy  foul.  This  is  the  ad- 
vice of  the  Spirit  of  God  :  Ezck.  xxxvi.  25 — 27.  after  fove- 
reigh  grace  had  enafted  many  gracious  laws  of  faith,  faying, 
**  I  will  fprinkle  clean  water  upon  yoii,  A  new  heart  will  I 
give  you,  I  will  put  my  fpirit  within  you ;"  it  is  added,  ver.  37. 
**  For  thcfe  things  I  will  be  inquired  of  by  the  houfe  of  Ifracl," 
jScc.  So  that  you  fee  the  promife  muft  be  pleaded  at  the 
throne  of  grace ;  only,  when  you  plead  the  benefit  of  the  pro- 
mife, or  law  of  grace,  take  care  you  do  not  plead  your  own, 
but  Chrift's  right :  do  not  think  that  your  owi;  pleading,  your 
own  frame  or  qualification  will  entitle  you  to  the  promife,  or 
the  bleffings  promifed  *,  for  this  is  juft  to  run  back  to  the  law 
of  woiks  to  found  your  claim  and  title  to  the  covenant  of  grace^ 
iSnd  the  bleffings  thereof.  Remember  in  all  your  pleadings 
and  wrcftlings  to  go  out  of  yourfclvcs  for  a  right  to  the  pro- 
mife unto  Chrift  5  •*  in  him  they  arc  all  yea  and  amen  ;'*  he 
IS  the  firft  Heir,  and  it  is  only  in  and  through  him,  and  his 
cverlafting  righteoufnefs  or  fatisfaftion,  that  we  can  lay 
claim  to  any  thing  in  heaven  or  in  earth,  fincc  the  forfeiture 
we  fell  under  by  the  breach  of  the  covenant  of  works  in  our 
firft  parents ;  therefore  fcrve  yourfelves  heirs  to  the  promife 
*  '  '  *    ■  as 
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as  it  is  in  Chrift.  The  covenant  of  grace  is  nothing  elfe  but 
a  free  difpofition  of  eternal  life,  and  of  every  thing  belonging  to 
it,  by  fovereign  grace  through  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift. 
NdWj  take  things  as  God  has  laid  them>  and  do  not  invert  th»K 
order,  by  founding  your  right  to  the  promife  upon  any  thing 
in  yourfelf.  - 

7.  Laftly^  In  pleading  the  law  of  faith,  be  fure  to  employ 
the  **  Advocate  with  the  Father,  Jefus  Chrift  the  righteous, 
who  is  the  propitiation?*  God  hears  not  finners,  but  only 
through  the  mediation  or  intercefBon  of  his  eternal  Son.  And 
therefore  whatever  bufinefs  you  have  in  the  court  of  grace, 
whateVet  afts  or  laws  of  grace  you  Would  have  fucd  and  exe-' 
cuted  with  rcfpeft  to  your  fouls,  put  all  in  the  Advocate*s 
hand,  who  **  maketh  interceflion  for  the  tranfgreflbrs,"  and 
who  is  fo  well  {killed  in  the  laws  of  the  court  of  grace,  that 
he  never  loft  a  poor  man's  caufe.  If  you  will  adventure  to 
plead  the  promife,  and  prefcnt  your  own  bills  before  iGod  in 
your  own  name,  and  not  in  the  name  of  the  great  Advocate 
with  the  Father,  how  tan  you  expcfl:  tp  fpeed  ?  Can  you 
be  accepted  of  the  Father,  when  you  put  a  flight  upon  the 
Son  ?  No  ;  "  he  hath  made  us  accepted  only  in  the  be- 
loved: Whatfoerer  ye  afk  the  Father  in  my  name,  I  will 
do  it," 
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THE  STONE  REJECTED  BY  THE  BUILDERS  EXALTED 
AS  THE  HEAD-STONE  OF  THE  CORNER. 

A    SERMON 

riEACHED  IT  THE  OPENING  OF  THE  SYNOD  OF  PERTH  AND 
STIRLING,    AT  PERTH,  OCTOBER  10,  1732. 


PREFACE. 

Render^ 

THE  following  fcrmon  gave  occafion  to  three  daya  warm  debate 
in  the  Reverend  Synod  of  Perth  and  Stirling,  and  has  been  the  fub* 
je6i  of  much  talk  and  fpeculation  fmce  that  time.  Whether  the 
cenfures  of  men  about  it  be  juft  or  unjuft,  is  now  fubmitted  to  the 
impartial  world  to  judge.  The  fernaon  was  copied  from  the  au* 
thor's  original  notes  by  another  hand,  who  could  read  his  charac- 
ters,  but  was  in  no  hazard  of  making  any  additions  or  alterations. 
Several  things  here  were  omitted  in  the  delivery  for  the  fake  of 
brevity:  but  nothing  material  was  delivered,  but  what  comes 
abroad.  And  with  reference  to  th^  quarrelled  expreffions,  fo  foon 
as  the  author  knew  what  paifages  of  his  difcourfe  were  pointed  at 
by  the  Reverend  Synod,  (which  was  the  day  immediately  after  it 
was  preached),  he  took  care  to  revife  his  notes,  and  make  thefc 
cxpreilions  run  in  the  terms  in  which  they  were  delivered,  as  near 
as  either  he  or  feme  of  the  audience  could  remember. 

The  author's  deGgn  in  pitching  and  preaching  upon  that  text, 
was  what  he  could  to  raife  the  glory  of  the  blcfTed  Corner*ftone,  to 
fet  up  the  corruptions  of  the  Jewiih  builders  as  fo  many  beacons, 
thzt  builders  of  our  day  migVil  V^t^n^Tt  oC  them«  and  to  caft  in  the 
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fmall  mite  of  Eis  teftimony  agaififl  what,  to  hitn,  appears  an  injuty 
done,  either  to  Chrift  peifonal  or  myHical.  If  thefe  ends  be  reach* 
^df  either  in  the  preaching  or  publication,  it  will  afford  matter  of 
joy  to  the  author,  whatever  be  the  event  of  the  depending  proceft 
with  refpefi  to  himfelf. 

If  any  think*  upon  the  reading  of  the  following  dlfcourfe,  that 
there  is  too  great  freedom  ufed  with  refped  to  the  pre  fen  t  ftepa  of 
defedion  ;  let  them  remember,  that  there  is  now  no  other  way*  left 
to  bear  teftimony  againfl  fuch  things,  but  by  warning  the  world 
againft  thgm^  from  prefs  or  pulpit  i  reprefentations  and  petition! 
from  minifters  or  church-members  at  the  bar,  being  utterly  difre^ 
garded,  and  no  acccefs  to  enter  any  protcfl  or  diflent  againft  thefe 
proceedings  in  the  public  records,  for  the  exoneration  of  con- 
fcience,  or  the  information  of  our  pofterity,  that  fuch  things  dfd 
not  pafs  in  our  day  without  a  ftruggle  and  teftimony  againft 
them. 

If  any  of  the  author's  friends  and  wellwiihers  be  afraid  of  fur- 
ther trouble  to  him,  upon  the  account  of  this  fermon ;  let  them 
know,  that,  through  grace,  he^^choofes  rather  to  fuffer  with  the  op- 
prefled  members  of  Chrift,  than  to  enjoy  all  the  eafe  and  pleafnrc 
of  thofe  who  opprefs  them  in  their  fpiritual  liberties^;  which  being 
the  purchafe  of  a  Redeemer V  blood  will  be  reckoned  for  before 
the  fcene  be  ended.  Heb.  xi.  24 — 26.  i  John  iii,  16.  2  ThefL 
i.  6.  7. 
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is  made  the  head-Jlone  of  the  cot  iter* 

IT  is  probable  this  pfalm  was  penned  by  David,  when  the 
ark  of  God  was  brought  up  from  the  houfe  of  Obed-edom, 
to  its  proper  place  in  Jeru(«ilcm,  after  the  inteftine  broils  between 
the  houfe  of  David  and  Saul  had  happily  iflued  in  David's 
promotion,  by  the  common  confent  of  all  the  tribes,  to  th^ 
crown  and  kingdom  of  Ifrael.  But  though  this  was  the  occa- 
(ion,  yet  the  Spirit  of  God  had  in  it  a  further  view,  namely, 
to  Chrill  himfelf,  of  whom  David  and  his  adrainiftrations 
were  but  a  faint  tvpc  and'ftiadow. 
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P?iyid*5  acccflipn  to  the  throne  w?8  tjirouj^h  many  ftprms 
of  oppofition:  although  God  had  chofen  and  ordained  hiip 
for  tnc  kingdom  and  government ;  yet  he  was  oppofed  by  the 
•  hoofe  of  Saul,  and  them  who  adhered  to  thatiamiiy:  yet  af- 
ter ailii  tM  hpufp  of  David  prevailed,  .  J}ift  fo  was  it  with  the 
fon  of  David,  our  glorious  Redeemer :  helj  and  earth  com- 
bined, agaii^fl  the  Lord  and  his  Mefliah,  but  God  had  deter- 
mined that  the  government  (hould  be  upon  his  (boulders,  that 
\a%  King  (hould  be  fet  upon  his  holy  hill  of  Zbn  \  and  he  car- 
fii^ajlis  fjefigp  4gaii>ft  all  opppfers,  as  ypu  fee  inmy  text, 
T%e  ^qne  nvhith  the  builders  vejeEifd^  thefarne  u  made  the  hfad^ 
Bone  of  the  corner* 

I  need  not  (lay  to  prove  that  thefe  words  are  to  be  under- 
Aood  of  Chrift,  after  the  exprefs  application  that  is  made  of 
.^em.  to  him  by  himfelf  and  his  apoftles  in  the  fcriptures  of 
the  New  Teftament,  Matth.  xxi.  42.  Afts  ir.  11.  1  Pet.  ii. 
7, 8.  Eph.  ii.  20. 

In  the  words  we  may  notice  the  following  particulars,  (i.) 
Th?  metaphorical  view  in  which  the  church  is  hererepefentcdj 
namely,  that  of  a  hcufe  or  building.  (2.)  The  charafter  th?j: 
our  Immanuel  bears  with  refpeft  to  this  building ;  he  is  the 
Jlone  in  a  way  of  eminence,  without  whom  there  can  be  no 
building,  no  houfe  for  God  to  dwell  in  among  the  children  of 
men,  (3.)  The  character  of  the  wprkmen  employed  in  this 
fpiritual  (lru£ture,  they  are  cabled  builders.  (4.)  A  fatal  er- 
ror jhey  are  charged  with  \n  building  of  the  houfe  of*  God  ; 
they  rtfufe  the  ftone  of  God's  chooimg  •,  they  do  not  allow 
him  a  place  in  his  own  houfe.  (5.)  Notice  the  place  that 
Chrilt  (hould  3od  (bail  have  in  this  building*  let  the  build/»rs 
do  their  worft,  he  is  made  the  head-Jlone  of  the  corner.  The 
words  immediately  following,  declare  how  this  is  e(Fe£led, 
and  how  the  faints  are  agefted  with  the  views  of  his  exalta- 
tion, notwithftandiiig  of  the  malice  of  hell  and  earth,  "  This 
is  the  Lord's  doing,  arjd  it  is  wonderful  in  pur  eyes." 

In  difcourfing  of  this  fubjeS,  I  (halljuft  follow  the  order 
of  the  text  now  laid  down,  by  explaining  the  particulars 
pamed,  and  then  deduce  a  few  inferences  from  the  whole. 

L  Let  us  take  a  view  of  the  church  under  tie  notion  of  a 
houft  or  building.  This  rpetaphorical  vipw  of  the  church  is 
very  frequent  m  the  fcriptures,  both  of  the  Old  and  New 
Tcltament :  If.  ii,  a.  3.  "  It  fliall  come  to  pafs  in  the  laft 
days,  that  the  mountain  of  the  Lord's  houfe  (liall  be  eftabli(h- 
ed  in  the  top  of  the  mountains. — And  .many  people  ftiall  go 
and  fay.  Come  ye,  »nd  let  us  go  up  to  the  mountain  of  the 
I  Lord, 
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Lord,  to  the  houfe  of  the  God  of  Jacob/'  The  fame  way  of 
fpeaking  occurs  alfo  in  the  fcrtptures  of  the  New  Teftamenti 
1  Cor.  iii.  9.  •*  Ye  are  (iod's  hufbandry,  ye  are  God^s  build- 
in^-**  iHence  Paul  writing  to  Timothy,  directs  him  how  to  bc^ 
have  himfelf  in  the  church  of  God^  which  is  the  houfe  of  the 
living  God. 

Now,  with  relation  to  this  houfe  or  building,  I  offer  the 
following  particulars. 

1.  That  though  God  took  up  houfe  M^ith  m^ii  it  his  crea^ 
tion  \  yet  by  the  fall  of  Adam  the  family  Was  Ikailt,  God 
broke  up  houfe  with  man,  the  family  was  parted,  and  the 
breach  was  wide  like  the  fea.  God  could  have  no  fellowfliip 
with  man  ;  for  what  fellowship  could  there  be  betwixt  light 
anfl  darknefs,  betwitt  God  and  Belial  ?  and  immcdiatelj^ 
man,  like  the  prodigal,  forfook  God^  and  ^vandeted  into  a  far 
country  of  (in  and  Vanity* 

2.  God  had  a  dated  defign  firom  eternity,  that  notwith- 
ftanding  of  this  breach,  he  would  have  a  houfe  and  duelling 
with  fallen  man  \  he  defigned  to  take  up  houfe,  add  gather 
the  family  again ;  hence  we  are  told,  that  *'  before  the  foun- 
dation of  the  earth,  he  rejoiced  in  the  habitable  parts  thereofi 
and  his  delights  were  with  the  fons  of  men.^'  The  founda-> 
tion  of  this  building  was  laid  in  the  council  of  peace,  and  alt 
the  ftones  and  materials  of  it  were  fequeftrate  and  fet  apart* 
From  the  ancient  years  of  eternity,  Chrift  was  chofen  as  the 
foundation  and  the  chief  comer-ftonc:  **  I  was  fet  up  from  ever- 
lafting,  from  the  beginning,  or  ever  the  earth  was.  And  all  the 
laints  were  ele£ied  as  living  flones,  to  be  Renewed,  juftified^ 
adopted, fandified,  and  eternally  faved  in  him  and  through  him  x 
Kph.i.3 — 5.  '^  He  hath  chofen  us  in  him,  before  the  foundation 
of  the  world ;  he  hath  predeilinated  us  unto  the  adoption  of 
children,  that  we  (hould  be  holy,  and  without  blame  before 
him  in  love»'* 

3.  Before  this  defigned  building  could  go  up,  Heaven  muft 
be  at  an  infinite  expence  $  before  one  (tone  could  be  laid  in 
the  building,  the  glory  of  the  infinite  God  muft  be  vailed 
with  a  vail  of  flefh  in  the  perfon  of  the  eternal  Son,  the 
great  Lawgiver  muft  be  made  under  his  own  law,  God  bleff- 
ed  for  ever  muft  be  made  a  curfe,  and  the  holy  One  of 
God  made  fin.  Juftice  had  determined,  that  *'  without  the 
(bedding  of  blood  thcrt  Jhould  be  no  rcmiffion  of  fin  5"  and  ex- 
cept jultice  was  fatisfied,  and  the  honour  of  the  law  repaired, 
God  could  never  dwell  upon  honourable  terms  with  man  upon 
earth.  Oh  the  expence  that  God  is  at  in  building  thii>  houfe  ! 
We  muft  be  redeemed  from  the  hand  of  juftice,  "  not  with 
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filver  and  gold,  or  fuch  corruptible  things,  but  with  the  pre- 
cious blood  of  Chrift,"  &c.  ^ 

4.  Every  ftone  of  this  building  is  digged  out  £[  the  deep 
and  dark  quarry  of  nature,  being  <*  dead  in  trefpaiTes  amd  'fin«, 
children  of  ^rath  even  as  others,  alienate  from  the  life  of  God 
throughignorance, aliens  tq  thecommon- wealth  of  Ifrael,  ftran- 
gers  to  the  covenant  of  promife  :"  in  a  word,  there  is  not  worfe 
iiufF  in  hell  itfclf,  than  the  ftoncs  of  this  building  are  by  na- 
ture. And  who  can  quarrel  with  the  great  Builder  for  taking 
one  ftone  out  of  the  quarry,  and  leaving  another  behind  him 
as  he  has  a  mind  ?  only  when  we  look  to  the  rock  whence  we 
were  hewn,  and  the  pit  whence  we  were  digged,  we  may  fay, 
**  Who  made  us  to  differ  ?  for  a  Syrian  ready  to  periih  was 
cur  father." 

5.  The  great  engine  the  glorious  Builder  makes  ufe  of, 
for  gathering  the  (tones  of  the  building,  and  carrying  on 
the  edifice,  is  the  pure  preaching  of  the  everlafting  gofpel. 
This  is  what  the  prophet.  If.  xxvii.  13.  forctels,  "And  it 
(hail  come  to  pafs  in  that  day,  that  the  great  trumpet  (liall  be 
blown,  and  they  (hall  come  which  were  ready  to  pcrifli  in  the 
land  of  Affyria,  and  the  outcafts  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  - 
(liall  worQiip  the  Lord  in  the  holy  mount  at  Jerufalem."  It 
pleafes  God,  by  the  fooliftinefs  of  preaching  to  fave  them 
that  believe.  It  is  the  gofpel  that  is  "  the  power  of  God  unto 
falVation  ;  for  therein  is  revealed  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  from 
faith  to  faith,"  Rom.  i.  16.  17.  When  Chrift  fent  forth  his 
apoftles  and  minifters,  ;^s  founders  of  the  New  Tcftamcnt 
church,  what  weirc  they  to  do  ?  Their  commiffion  was,  to 
go  into  all  the  world,  and  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  every 
creature  under  heaven:  **  Go  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them 
in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft."  Hence  the  apoftle  declares,  2  Cor.  x.  4.  5. "  The  wea- 
pons of  our  warfare  are  not  carnal,  but  mighty  through  God 
to  the  pulling  down  of  ftrong-holds,  cafting  dowh  imaginations, 
and  every  high  thing  that  exaheth  itfelf  againft  the  knowledge 
of  God,  and  bringing  into  captivity  every  thought  to  the  obedi- 
ence cf  Chrilt." 

6.  The  church  thus  gathered  and  united  under  Chrift  as  a 
glorious  head,  is  the  houfe  of  God,  or  his  family  upon  earths 
He  has  a  manifold  right  unto  her ;  a  right  by  elcftion,  a  right 
by  redemption  and  purchafe,  a  right  by  covenant  and  by  pof^ 
fcHlon.  And  if  it  be  afked,  what  kind  of  a  houfe  is  the  church 
of  God  ?  1  anfwer, 

iy7,  It  is  his  dwelling-houfe  :  Pfal.'lxxvi»  2.  **  In  Salem  is  his 
tabernacle,  and  his  d  welling-place  is  in  Zion."  God  has  no  other 
left  amongft  the  childicuoi  m^Ti\\\;xtvVv\^Q.Vv\itch.:"  The  Lord 
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bath  chofen  Zion  :  he  hath  dedred  it  for  his  habitation.  This 
is  my  reft  for  ever  :  here  will  I  dwell."  So  that  the  tabernacle 
of  God  is  with  men.  And  as  a  man  takes  pleafure  in  his  houfe 
or  lodging,  fo  doth  God  take  pleafure  in  his  church :  **  The 
Lord  taketh  pleafure  in  his  people :  he  will  beautify  the  meek 
with  falvation.  I  will  dwell  in  them,  and  walk  in  them  ;  and 
1  will  be  unto  them  a  Father,  and  they  fhall  be  my  fons  and 
daughters,  faith  the  Lord  God  Almighty." 
.  a///y.  The  church  is  bis  treafure- houfe.  Here  it  is  that  he 
difpofes  of  his  moft  valuable  furniture  he  hath  in  the  world. 
Ifrael  is  "  his  peculiar  treafure  :  The  Lord's  portion  is  his^ 
people  :  Jacob  is  the  lot  of  his  inheritance."  Here  he  hath  his 
crown  and  diadem  :  •*  Thou  (lialt  be  a  crown  of  glory  in  the 
hand  of  the  Lord,  and  a  royal  diadem  in  the  hand  of  thy  God." 
Here  he  hath  hisyVw^//,  as  his  people  are  called,  Mai.  iii.  17.  ; 
in  comparifon  of  whom,  all  the  reft  of  the  world  are  but 
trafli :  "  What  is  the  chaff  to  the  wheat  ?  faith  the  Lord."  Be- 
fore he  lofc  his  jewels  and  his  portion,  he  will  facrifiice  nations 
and  kingdoms  for  their  fafcty  :  If.  xliii.  4.  "  Ever  (ince  thou 
waft  precious  in  my  fight,  thou  haft  been  honourable,  and  I 
have  loved  thee :  therefore  will  I  give  men  for  thee,  and 
people  for  thy  life  j  £gypt  for  thy  ranfom,  and  Ethiopia  and 
Seba  for  thee." 

o^dlyi  The  church  is  his.  banqueting-houfe  :  Cant.  ii.  4. 
f*  He  brought  me  into  his  banquccing-houfe,  and  his  banner 
oyer  me  was  love."  Here  it  is  he  •*  niakes  unto  all  people" 
(in  thie  external  difpenfation  of  the  gofpei)  "  a  fealt  of  fat 
things,  a  feaft  of  wines  on  the  lees,  of  fat  things  full  of  mar- 
row, of  wines  on  the  lees  well  refined."  And  here  it  is  that 
the  fouls  of  believers  are  entertained  with  meat  and  drink  in- 
deed,  the  hidden  manna,  and  the  fruits  of  the  tree  of  life.  And 
here  it  is  that  he  himfcif  is  entertained  with  the  graces  of  his 
own  Spirit :  Cant.  v.  i.  "  1  am  come  into  my  garden,  my  Af- 
ter,'my  fpoufe;  1  have  gathered  my  myrrh  with  my  fpice,  I 
have  eaten  my  honey- comb  with  my  honty,  f  have  drunk  my 
wine  with  my  milk."  Thus,  I  fay,  the  church  is  the  houfe  of 
the  living  Gad.  • 

7.  A*  the  church  is  the  houfe  of  God,  or  his  family, 
fo  ChrUt  is  the  only  door  of  the  houfe :  John  x.  9.  **  I  am  the 
door:  by  me  if  any  man  enter  in,  he  ihail  be  faved,  and  Ihall 
go  in  and  out,  and  find  parture."  Andj  "  He  that  entercth 
not  by  the  doer  into  the  iheepfold,  but  climbeth  up  fame  other 
way,  the.fajne  is  a  th'xzi  and  a  robber."  No  man  can  be  reck- 
oaed  a  member  of  the  churci),  far  Jefs  a  minifter,  no,  not  in 
t:\e  jugdement  of  chr.rity,  except  he  make  a  credible  profef- 
iijnof  his  faith  in  Chriit,  and  have  a  correfpondin^  walk  and 
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f»>nTerfation  ;  and  he  diat  comes  into  the  honfe  of  God„ 
and  lays  claini  to  the  privileges  of  the  church  without  it,  the 
Mailer  of  the  houfe,  in  his  own  time^  will  fajr  to  him, "  Friend, 
how  earned  thou  ii^  hither  ?**  And  diey  who  adventure  to  confer 
the  privileges  of  the  church  upon  thofe  who  have  not  com<; 
in  by  the  door,  Chrift,  and  who,  in  the  view  of  the  world,  are 
of  a  malignant  fpirit,  enemies  to  the  houfe  of  our  God ;  diefe 
I  fay,  are  guilty  of  cafting  that  which  is  holy  unto  dogs,  and 
of  betraying  the  houfe  of  God,  inftead  of  ruling  it  to  advan- 
tage. 

8.  Although  this  houfe  or  building  be  the  objeA  of  the 
malice  of  hell  and  earth ;  yet,  as  it  has  flood  (ince  its  erec<r 
tion  in  Paradife,  fo  it  (hall  (land  while  fun  and  moon  en* 
durtfs  in  the  firmament.  Indeed  particular  churches  may 
be  razed,  but  the  catholic  univerfal  church  fhall  ftand  the 
utmod  efforts  of  the  gates  of  hell :  *'  The  Lord  is  in  the  midfl 
of  her  ;  fhe  fhall  not  be  movt^d :  the  Iiord  will  help  her,  and 
that  right  early."  Hence  is  that  fong,  Pfal.  xlvi,  "  Wc  will  not 
fear  though  the  earth  be  removed,  and  though  the  mouptains 
be  carried  into  the  midft  of  the  fea,"  &d.  All  the  florms  that 
have  blown  upon  her  from  hell  and  earth  have  only  fefved,  by 
over-ruling  providence,  to  advance  her  true  intercfl  and  glory : 
If.  liv.  II.  12.  **  Oh  thou  afHidlcd,  tofTed  with  tempeft,  and  not 
comforted,  behold,  1  will  lay  thy  dones  with  fair  colours,  and 
}ay  thy  foundations  with  fapphires*  And  I  will  make  thy  win- 
dows of  agates,  and  thy  gates  of  caibuncles,  and  all  thy  bor-i 
dcrs  of  pleafant  ftones." 

IL  T\it /kcond  thing  propofcd  was,  to /peak  a  lluU  here  rftbt. 
charaBer  given  unto  Cbrijiy  with  relation  to  this  building  ;  he  is 
thejlone.  There  are  a  great  many  flones  in  a  buildmg ;  but 
in  this  fpiritual  building  of  the  houfe  of  God,  Chrid  is  tbt 
Jhne^  in  a  ^yay  of  eminence  ^nd  excellency,  as  if  the  whole 
building  were  of  one  piece,  intimating,  that  Chrid  and  his 
church  are  fo  clpfeiy  united  a$  to  bcconre  one  body  and  one 
fpirit ;  upon  thi^  accgunt  the  whole  building  is  called  by  the 
name  of  Chrifiy  as  the  principal  part  thereof,  i  Cor.  xii,  I2. 
\^  As  the  body  is  ope,  and  hath  many  members,  and  all  the 
members  of  that  one  body,  being  many,  are  one  body,  fo  alfo 
is  Chrid."  So,  Jtr.  xxxiii.  i6.— **  And  this  is  the  name  where- 
with (he  fhall  be  called,"  viz.  the  church,  The  Lord  our  righ* 
teoufneft ;  the  very  name  given  unto  Chrid  himfcif,  chap, 
xxiii.  6;  I  conceive  that  Chrift  is  called  the  done  here,  for  the 
fame  reafon  that  he  el fewhcie  calls  himfcif  a  rock,  "  Upon  this 
fock  will  I  build  my  church,"  to  intimate  that  he  is  the  drength 
tnd  ilability  of  his  chuicU.  Mov?>  the  excellency  and  pcccffity 
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ef  this  (lone,  to  the  rearing  and  building  of  the  houfe  of  God, 
will  appear  if  we  confider, 

!•  That  he  is  the  (lone  of  God's  choo(ing:  i  Pet*  ii.  4. 
— *^  Chofen  of  God  and  precious."  If.  zlii.  i.  <<  Bdiold  mf 
fervant  whom  I  uphold^  mine  ele£l  in  whom  my  foul  delighteth. 
Forc-of dained  before  the  foundation  of  the  world." 

2.  He  is  the  (lone  of  God's  approbation.  Though  he  be  dif" 
ftlhwed  of  men ^  he  had  his  Father's  teftimony  from  heaven  with 
an  audible  voice,  •*  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well 
pleafed."  And  as  he  is  approved  of  God,  fo  he  is  approven  of  by 
every  wife  builder;  they  will  be  ready  to  fay  with  Paul,  "  This 
is  a  faithful  faying,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  Chrift 
Jefus  came  into  the  world  to  fave  jinners." 

3.  He  is  the  done  of  Gk)d's  trying :  If.  xxviii.  16.  **  Be- 
hold, I  lay  in  Zion,  a  (lone,  a  tried  (tone."  He  was  tried  in 
the  furnace  of  his  Father's  wrath,  and  he  abode  the  trial  -,  for 
he  CAme  forth  more  glorious  than  ever,  in  his  rcfurrc£lion  from 
the  dead.  He  (tood  the  trial  of  the  rage  of  men  and  devils, 
who  endeavoured  to  (lop  him  in  his  redeeming  work.  All  the 
faints  in  heaven,  and  all  believers  on  earth,  have  tried  him» 
and  will  give  him  this  tedimony,  that  ^'  he  is  able  to  fave  to 
the.  uttermod." 

4.  He  is  the  only  living  and  life-giving  (lone,  1  Pet.  li.  4. 
^*  To  whom  coming,  as  unto  a  living  done.  As  the  Father 
hath  life  in  bimfelf,  fo  hath  he  given  to  the  Son  to  have  life 
in  himfelf.**  He  is  **  the  refurrcAion  and  the  life ;"  and  all 
the  dones  of  the  building  derive  their  life  from  him :  i  Pet.  ii.  j. 
•*  Ye  alfo  as  lively  dones,  are  built  up  a  fpiritual  houfe.  He 
that  hath  the  Son,  hath  life.  Our  life  is  hid  with  Chrid  in 
God." 

5.  He  is  the  done  that  is  laid  by  the  hand  of  Jehovah 
as  a  foundation  in  Zion :  Behold  I  lay  in  Zion  for  a  foundation, 
a  done,  a  tried  done,  a  precious  corner- done,  a  fure  foundar 
tion,"  If.  xxviii.  16.  He  was  hid  decretively  from  eternity  ; 
he  is  laid  doftrinally  and  declaratively  in  a  preached  gofpel ; 
and  he  is  laid  efficacioufly  in  a  day  of  power,  when  the  (inner 
is.  by  the  power  of  tlie  eternal  Spirit,  determined  to  take  hold 
upon  him  by  faith ;  he  is  laid  a  foundation,  and  the  only  foun- 
dation of  hope  and  help  for  peri(hing  (inners.  Men  have  been 
trying  in  all  ages  to  lay  other  foundations,  but  dill  they 
have  proven  foundations  of  f^md  :  <^  another  foundation  can 
T\o  man  lay,  than  that  is  laid,  which  is  Jefus  Chrid." 
I'hey  who  attempt  to  rear  a  church  without  Chrid,  or  to 
'build  up  to  themfelves  a  hope  of  falvation  without  htm,  have 
only  built  caflles  in  the  air,  and  their  building  aj^^y^  turncfl 
to-  nouglit.  4K. 
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6.  He  IS  the  matcblefs  and  incomparable  ftoney  for  he  is 

the  chief Jone  of  the  corner ;  the  brightnefs  of  his  Father*s  glory 

is  in  him,  and  the  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon.     All  created 

glory  {brinks  into  nothing  and  darknefs,  when  he  appears  ; 

for  he  is  **  fairer  than  the  children  of  men,  as  the  apple-tree 

among  the  trees  of  the  wood  :"  and  he  cafts  a  lu(lre  and  glory 

Jon  the  whole  building,  and  every  (lone  in  it,  for  we  are  "  beau- 

/  tiful  through  his  comelincfs  j*'  the  beauty  of  the  Lord  is  upon 

\  his  faints. 

III.  The  third  thing  to  be  difcourfcd  a  little,  was  in  the 
workmen  employed  in  rearing  this  fpiritual  buildingr  or  fabric 
of  the  church,  here  called  builders.  Chrift  himfelf  is  the  prin- 
cipal builder  to  whom  the  work  is  committed  :  Zech.  vi.  12. 
13.  "  Behold,  the  man  whofe  name  is  the  Branch,  and  he 
jfhall  grow  up  out  of  his  place,  an4  he  (hall  build  the  temple  of 
the  Lord  :  even  he  (hall  build  the  temple  of  the  Lord^  and  he 
(hall  bear  the  glory."  But  he  employs  officers  unier  him  for 
the  oncarrying  of  the  work,  and  thefe  arc  called  builders. 
Kings,  and  thofe  in  civil  authority,  when  in  their  fphere  they 
Jcnd  their  helping  band  to  advance  and  carry  on  the  work  of 
God,  may  be  called  builders  of  the  church. '  But  under  the 
New  Teftaraent  1  find  this  term  only  applied  to  minifters  of 
the  gofpel,  ordinary  or  extraordinary  :  Kph.  iv.  11.  12.  "  He 
gave  fome,  apoftles :  and  Tome,  prophets  :  and  fome,  evange- 
Jifts :  and  fome,  pallors  and  teacheis.**  For  what  end  ?  It  isj^r 
the  edification^of  the  churchy  or  building  the  body  of  Chriil :  and 
1  Cor.  iii.  10.  Paul  declarcth  tliere,  that  **  according  to  the 
gr^ce given  hiniyhey  a$  a  wifi?  mafter- builder,  had  laid  the  foun- 
dation." So  that  minifleis  of  the  gofpel  are  cfpecially  the 
New  Tcft amen t  builders. 

Now,  with  relation  to  thefe,  there  are  only  thefe  few  things 
Ifuggell. 

1.  It  is  a  very  honourable  employment  to  be  a  builder  of 
the  houfe  of  God.  It  is  an  employment  wherein  the  Son  of 
God  as  Mediator  is  engaged  ;  and  is  it  not  an  honour  to  be 
Co-workers  with  him  ?  David  eAeemed  it  an  honour  to  be  a 
door-kef  per  in  the  houfe  of  our  G.pd  9  but, it  is  yet  more  fo  to 
be  a  builder  of  the  houfe.  And  as  the  work  is  honourable,  fo  the 
reward  of  grace^  is  proportioned  j  for,  if  wc  keep  the  charge 
committed  to  us  in  building  tlic  houfe  of  God,  we  ihall  have 
place  among  them  th^t  ftand  by  the  heavenly  throne  :  "  And 
they  that  be  wife  fliall  fliine  as  the  brightnefs  of  the  firmament, 
and  they  ih^t  turn  many  to  righteoufntfs,  as  the  Itars  for  ever 
and  ever."  ,  ,.     . 

2.  None  can  warranti.bly  lay  a  ftone  in  this  building^  except 

he 
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Iw  be  regularly  called.  What  mafon  will  put  his  hand  to  a 
l^uilding,  unlefs  he  be  employed  by  rhofe  who  have  warrant 
to  call  him  ?  This  is  fuch  a  necclTary  circum (lance,  thac 
Chrift  himfelf  would  not  meddle  with  building  his  Father's 
houfe  till  he  had  his  Father's  call :  "  No  man  taketh  this  ho- 
nour unto  himfelf,  but  he  that  is  called  of  God,  as  was  Aaron: 
(o  alfo  Chrift  glorified  not  himfelf,  to  be  made  an  high  pried  ; 
but  he  that  faid  unto  him,  Thpu  art  my  Son,  to-day  have  I 
begotten  thee,"  Heb.  v.  4.  5.  There  is  a  twofold  call  necef- 
fary  for  a  man  who  meddles  as  a  builder  in  the  church  of  God  ;. 
there  is  the  call  of  God,  and  of  the  church.  God's  call  con- 
fifts,  in  his  qualifying  a  man  for  the  work,  and  infpirinj»  him 
with  a  holy  zeal  and  defire,  to  employ  thefe  qualifications  for 
the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  his  church.  The  call  of 
the  church  lies  in  the  free  choice  and  cleftion  of  the  Chriftian. 
people.  The  promife  of  conduft  and  counfel  in  the  cioicc 
of  men  that  are  to  build  the  church,  is  not  made  to  patrons, 
heritors,  or  any  other  particular  fet  of  men  ;  but  to  the  church, 
the  body  of  Chrift,  to  whom  apoAles,  prophets,  evangeiift^, 
paftors,  and  teachers  are  given.  As  it  is  a  natural  privilege  of 
every  houfe  or  fociety  of  men,  to  have  the  choice  of  their  own 
fervants  or  officers ;  fo  it  is  the  privilege  of  the  houfe  of  Gk)d 
in  a  particular  manner.  What  a  mifcrable  bondage  would  it 
be  reckoned  for  any  family  to  have  ftewards  or  fervants  impo- 
fed  upon  them  by  ftrangers  or  enemies,  who  might  give  the. 
children  of  the  family  a  *^  ftone  for  bread,  or  afcorpion  inftead 
of  a  fifti,"  and  poifon  inftead  of  a  medicine  ?  And  (hall  w<(  fup^ 
pofe,  that  ever  God  granted  to  any  fet  of  men,  patrons,  heritors, 
elders,  or  whatever  they  be,  a  power  to  impofe  fervants  on  his^ 
family,  without  their  confent,  being  the  freeft  fociety  in  the 
world  ?  But  I  pafs  this  at  prefent  ^  perhaps  more  of  it  may  oc- 
cur afterwards.  . 

3.  The  builders  of  the  houfe  of  God  are  not  left  to  form  or. 
mould  the  houfe  according  to  their  own  fancy ;  no,  but  they 
muft  follow  the  pattern  (hewed  in  the  holy  mount  of  divine 
revelation. 

When  the  tabernacle  was  reared,  a  platform  of  it  was  given 
to  Mofes  ;  when  the  temple  was  to  be  built,  a  pattern  of  it  was 
given  to  Solomon  by  his  father  ;  and  every  pin  of  the  taber* 
nacle,  and  every  ftone  of  the  temple,  was  to  be  regulated  and 
difpofed  according  to  the  divine  order.  Now  thefe  were  but 
types  of  the  New/reftament  building,  whereof  we  nowfpeak. 
Who  builds  a  houfe  without  forming  a  plan  of  it  to  the  build- 
ers ?  Who  eredls  a  fociety  without  giving  orders  about  its  go-- 
vernment  ?  They  who  alFcrt  the  government  of  the  church 
to  be  ambulatory,  caft  a  refledion  on  the  wifdom  of  God, 

which 
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which  18  not  to  be  fuppofed  of  any  wife  man  whatever.  NoW| 
I  fay,  as  builders  of  a  houfe  maft  renounce  their  own  fchemesi 
and  follow  the  orders  of  the  owner  5  fo  minifters,  and  church- 
officers,  in  building  the  houfe  of  God,  muft  renounce  carnal 
policy,  and  the  wifdom  of  the  world,  and  follow  the  orders  gi- 
Ten  by  God  in  his  word,  the  perfeA  rule  of  faith  and  manners 
both  to  miniilers  and  church* members.  What  the  particular 
model  of  the  church  (hould  be,  is  a  thing  I  hope  beyond  con* 
troverfy  amongfl  us,  who  are  fo  folemnly  eng^^ged  to  maintain 
the  doArine,  difcipline,  worfhip,  and  government  of  this 
church ;  and  therefore  I  do  not  enter  upon  it  now. 

4.  God  has  endowed  men  whom  he  calls  to  build  bis  houfe^ 
with  different  talents  and  abilities,  according  to  the  different 
fervices  they  arc  to  be  employed  about  in  the  work.  There 
are  a  great  variety  of  gifts  beftowed  by  Chrift  upon  his  mi« 
niftev^,  all  calculate  for  the  good  of  the  church  of  God  in  ge- 
neral :  the  apoftle  illuftrates  this  argument  at  great  length, 
I  Cor.  xii.  through  the  whole  of  the  chapter.  If  this  were 
but  duly  confidered,  it  would  cure  all  manner  of  ftrife  and 
emulation  among  the  builders,  that  they  fhould  not  grudge  one 
againft  another. 

5.  The  gifts  of  men,  however  edifying  or  well  adapted  for 
Canying  on  the  work,  will  never  do  fervice  without  the  bleff- 
ing  and  countenance  of  the  great  Mailer-builder.  *^  Paul 
may  plant,  and  Apollos  water  ;  but  God  giveth  the  in- 
crcafe  :'*  and  it  is  well  that  it  is  fo  ordered  of  Iniinite  Wifdom, 
that  men  may  not  give  greater  glory  to  inftruments  than  is 
due,  and  that  the  whole  glory  may  redound  to  the  Lord  ;  for 
this  end,  he  puts  the  "  treafurc  in  earthen  veffels,  that  the  ex- 
cellency of  the  power  may  be  of  him." 

6.  The  work  of  God  is  many  times  exceedingly  marred, 
through  the  weaknefs  or  wickednefs  of.  pretended  builders. 
But  this  leads  me  to, 

IV.  The  fourth  thing  propdfed,  which  was,  to /peak  ofthefa'^ 
tal  error  ofthefe  builders  fpoken  of  in  my  texti  they  rejeSf  the  (lone, 
without  which  their  whole  building  was  nothing  but  a  medly  of 
confufion,  however  glorious  it  might  appear  in  their  own  eyes : 
^kefione  is  rejected  by  the  builders. 

They  feemetl  to  have  a  great  zeal  for  the  MciTiah  and  his 
kingdom;  yet  when  he  comes,  they  do  not  allow  him  a 
room  in  his  own  houfe  :  **  lie  came  unto  his  own,  and  his 
own  received  him  not ;"  and  fo  they  fulfilled  Ifaiah's  predic- 
tion of  him,  If.  liii'  2.  *'  He  hath  no  form  nor  comelinefs ;  and 
when  we  (hall  fee  him,  there  is  no  beauty  that  we  Should  de- 
Cre  htm.  He  is  defpifcd^and  rejtfted  of  men."  And  becaufe 
1  '  they 
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they  rejected  him,  he  hath  rejeded  them  as  a  church  and  na* 
tion  ;  and,  O  how  h:ippy  had  it  been,  if.  their  error,,  and  ruin 
thereupon,  had  fcr?ed  as  a  beacon  to  other  churches,  fi« ice 
their  day,  not  do  daih  upon  the  fame  rock!  But  here  a  queitioii 
naturally  arifes. 

How  did  the  Jewifli  builders  rejeft  the  (lone  which  God 
had  ordained  to  be  the  chief  ftone  of  the  corner?  Anfw» 
This  came  about  through  a  great  many  corruptions  which  • 
.  they  introduced,  both  in  principle  and  praAice.  I  fhall 
only  name  a  few  of  them,  and  leave  it  to  every  one  to  judg^ 
how  far  fuch  evils  or  corruptions  are  to  be  found  in  our  owa 
day. 

!•  Though  they  pretended  a  great  regard  unto  the  holy 
law  of  God,  and  cried  out. upon  Chrift  and  his  apoftles  as 
enemies  to  it;  yet  they  narrowed  and  contraAed  the  fenfe 
and  meaning  of  it,  confining  it  merely  to  the  letter,  with- 
out fes^rching  into  its  extent  and  fpirituality,  which  gave  oc- 
cafion  unto  Chrift's  fermon  on  the  mount*  By  thefe  n>ean$» 
though  their  hearers  might  have  fomc  notions  of  moral  honcfty^, 
yet  could  they  haye  no  notion  of  the  depravation  of  nature, 
and  of  the  deceit  and  defperate  wickedaefs  of  their  hearty, 
without  which  no  man  can  ever  know  the  need  he  has  of  th^ 
work  of  regeneration,  or  of  a  Saviour  from  fin. 

2.  Having  pared  off  the  fpiritual  meaning  of  the  law,  they 
.  fought  juftification  by  the  works  thereof,  and  thought  a  man-s 

own  perfonal  obedience  enough  to  recommend  him  to  God  ; 
as  is  clear  from  Rom.  ix.  31.  32.  **  Israel,  which  followed  af- 
ter the  law  of  rightcoufnefs,  hath  not  attained  to  the  law  0f 
ri;;:hteoufnefs.  Wherefore  ?  Becaufe  they  fought  it,  not  by 
faith,  but  as  it  were  by  the  works  of  the  law )  for  they  Hum- 
bled at  that  ftumbling  done."  And  Rom,  x.  3.  "  For  they 
being  ignorant  of  God's  rightcoufnefs,  and  going  about  to 
cftabli(h  their  own  rightcoufnefs,  have  not  fubmitted  thcm- 
felves  unto  the  rightcoufnefs  of  God."  They  could  frame  no 
notion  to  themfelves  of  j unification  by  the  imputed  righteouf- 
nefs  of  the  Meffiuh,  though  God  had  told  them  that  their 
rightcoufnefs  and  their  works  could  not  profit  them,  that 
it  was  a  bed  too  fliort,  and  a  covering  to  narrow  for  them* 

3.  Thefe  builders,  through  the  legality  of  their  do^lrine, 
fhut  up  the  kingdom  of  heaven  againit  men  ;  they  would  nei- 
ther enter  themfelves,  nor  fuffer  others  that  were  entering  to 
enter.  God  had  told  them  that  the  bleffings  of  his  covenant 
mud  be  had  without  money,  or  price  ;  but  they  would  need3 
pawn  their  legal  qualifications  upon  God,  and  barter  the  mat** 
ter  with  him :  and  thus,  Jnllcad  of  calling  out  the  (tones,  or 
preparing  the  way  of  the  people,  If.  Ixi.  i©.  they  threw  (tones 
.     Vol.  i.  4  £  and 
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and  ftumbling-blocks  in  the  way  of  the  falyation  of  finners  ty 
the  McfTiah. 

4.  Thefe  builders  deadened  the  ordinances  of  God  by  their 
-formality.      Thouj^h  they  retained  the  ihell  of  ordinances^ 

they  never  regarded  the  end,  either  with  refpeft  to  their  own 
fouls,  or  the  foals  of  their  people,  which  was  feliowftiip  and 
communion  with  God  therein  ;  for  which  reafon  God  decla- 
i-eth  his  abhorrence  of  his  own  inftitutions,  If.  i.  11.  12.  &c. 
^'  To  what  purpofe  is  the  multitude  of  your  facrifices  unto 
'ir.e  ?  faith  the  Lord  :  I  am  full  of  the  burnt- offerings  of  rams, 
and  the  fat  of  fed  beads,  and  I  delipjht  not  in  the  blood  of 
bullocks,  or  of  lambs,  or  of  he-goats,"  &c.     One  of  the  great 
Sources  of  this  evil  was,  that  if  a  man  had  been  trained  up  at 
•the  feet  of  Gamaliel  for  a  few  years,  and  got  a  fmack  of  the 
learning  then  in  vogue,  it  was  enough  in  their  opinion  to  qua- 
lify him  for  being  a  builder  in  the  houfe  of  God,  though  in  the 
tTieantime  he  was  an  utter  fl  ranger  to  the  work  of  God  on  his 
foul ;  as  is  evident  from  the  inftance  of  Nicodemus,  who,  when 
'Chrift  tries  him  upon  the  head  of  regeneration,  he  babbles 
•and  fpeaks  nonfenfe  :  John  iii.  4.  "  How  can  a  man  be  born 
V^heA  he  is  old  }    can  he  enter  the  fccorid  time  into  his  mo- 
•-ther's  womb,  and  be  born  ?*'    Hence  is  that  fharp  challenge, 
ver.  10.  "  Art  thou  a  mafter  of  Ifrael,  and  knowed  not  thefe 
things  ?"    There  Chrift  fpeaks  of  it  as  a  thing  criminal,  that 
i  men  (hould  be  made  teachers  of  the  church,  who  were  ftran- 
gers   to  a   work  of  grace ;  for  what  but  dead  formal  wor- 
ship could  be  performed  by  men  "  dead  in  trefpaffes  and 
fins?" 

5.  They  were  continually  dabbling  in  politics,  and  g:vc 
Ihemfelves  up  to  the  conduft  of  carnal  wifdom  and  policy  in 
the  matters  of  God  and  of  his  church ;  and  through  .this  car- 
nal wifdom,  they  were  led  on  to  crucify  the  Lord  of  glory  : 
•*  It  is  expedient  that  one  man  die  for  the  people  :    and  if  he 

'be  not  taken  out  of  the  way,  the  world  will  go  after  him  ;  and 
fo  the  Romans  (hall  come  and  take  away  our  kingdom." 
When  once  a  church  comes  to  (land  upon  the  rotten  prop  of 
csfrnal  wifdom  and  policy,  (lie  is  near  unto  ruin*  It  is  true, 
minifters  are  to  be  wife  as  ferpents  -,  but  the  wifdom  of  the 
ferpent  will  foon  lead  us  o(F  our  feet  unto  pernicious  ccurfes, 
i(not  attended  with  the  (implicity  of  the  dove;  and  therefore 
we  need,  "  that  in  (implicity  and  godly  (incerity,  not  with 
fle(hly  wifdom,  but  by  the  grace  of  God,  we  (liould  have  our 
converfation  in  this  world." 

6.  The  Jewi(h  builders  valued  themfelves  exceedingly  upon 
their  connection  with  the  rulers  and  great  folk  in  that  day ; 
and  having  joined  interefts  with  them-,  treated  the  common 

-    '■  Tjeo^lc, 
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people,  cfpecially  thofe  who  owned  Chrift,  and  attended  his 
minidry  and  that'of  his  apoflles,  as  an  unhallowed  mob ;  as  is 
clear  from  John  vii.  from  ver.  45.  and  downward,  where  they 
having  fcnt  fomc  of  their  officers  to  apprehend  Chrift,  the  of- 
ficers returiS,  declaring  that "  never  man  fp\ke  like  this  man  •,'! 
to  which  the^Pharifees  reply,  "  Are  ye  alfo  deceived  ?  Have 
any  of  the  rulers,  or  of  the  Pharifees  believed  on  him  ?  But. 
this  people  who  knoweih  not  the  law  are  curfed."  As  if  the 
common  people  had  been  obliged  to  follow  them,  and  the 
rulers  with  whom  they  conne6l  themfelvcs,  by  an  implicit 
faith  and  obedience,  without  ever  bringing  their  do£\rin.e. 
and  afttngs  to  the  bar  of  the  law  and  tcilimony,  to  be. 
tried  there. 

V  7-  They  and  the  rulers  having  got  the  afcendant  in  the  fan- 
hedrim,  and  other  courts,  they  took  care  to  keep  the  power 
upon  their  fide^  by  bringing  in  none  but  men  of  their  own 
ilamp  and  fpirit :  and  if  any  man  adventure  to  open  his 
mouth,  or  teftify  againft  their  corruptions  in  principle  or  pracr 
lice,  prefently  combinations  are  formed,  p}ots  are  laid,  and 
the  edge  of  the  church's  difcipllne  which  they  had  grafped^ 
is  turrred  againft  him  as  a  turbulent  perfon,  an  enemy  to  the 
Jaw  and  temple;  as  is  clear  from  their  management  with. 
Chrift,  his  apofties,  and  the  .  protomartyr  Stephen.  But 
yet,  notwithft^nding  of  their  pretended  regard  to  the  temple, 
they  admitted  the  buyers  and  fellers  to  enter  iifto  it,  whereby 
they  turned  that  holy  place  into  a  den  of  thieves,  as  Chrift 
tells  them  to  their  face,  John  ii.  16.  and  Matth.  xxi.  13. 
And  whatever  regard  they  pretended  to  the  law,  by  a  fliew 
of  fandkity  before  the  world,  yet  they  abandoned  themfelves 
to  all  manner  of  fecret  and  heart  wickednefs  :  hence  our  Lord 
compares  them  uiMo  painted  ftpulchres  ;  glorious  without,  but 
within  full  of  dead  mens  bones  and  rpttennefs,  Matth.  xxiii, 

ay-      . 

Again,  however  careful  they  were  to  cloak  and  palliate 
their  fecret  wickednefs)  yet  now  and  then  it  was  breaking  out, 
to  the  great  fcandal  and  offence  of  the  poor  people  of  God ; 
by  which  means  they  made  themfelves  contemptible,  and  cau- 
fed  many  to  ftumble  at  the  law,  and  abhor  the  fijicrificcs  of 
the  Lord,  as  adminiftrate  by  them  ;  as  is  plain  from  Mai.  ii, 
8.  9.  "  Ye  are  departed  out  of  the  way :  yc  have  caufed 
many  to  ftumble  at  the  law  :  ye  have  corrupted  the  covenant 
of  Levi,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts.  Therefore  have  1  alfo  made 
you  contemptible  and  bafe  before  all  the  people,  according  as 
ye  have  not  kept  my  ways,  bat  have  been  partial  in  the  law." 

Having  loft  the  hearts  of  the  people  by  thtfc  means,  they 
gave  tliemfelves  up  to  all  manner  of  floth  and  indolence,  ta- 
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king  care  to  feed  their  own  bellies,  and  enrich  themfelTes  with, 
the  good  of  this  world,  while  in  the  mean  time  they  entirely 
neglefted  the  flock  and  heritage  of  God.  Hence  is  that  charge 
againftthem,by  the  prophet.  If.  Ivi.  to — 12.  "  His  watchmen  arc 
blind:  they  arc  all  ignorant,  they  are  all  dumb  dogs,  they  cannot 
bark  ;  flccping,  lying  down,llovingtoflumbcr.  Yea,  they  are 
greedy  dogs  which  can  never  have  enough,  and  they  are  (hep-? 
herds  that  cannot  undcrftand  :  they  all  looL  to  their  own  way, 
every  one  for  his  gain,  from  his  quarrer.  Gome  yc,  fay 
they,  I  will  fetch  wine,  and  we  will  fill  ourfelves  with  (trong 
drink,  and  to-morrow  fhall  be  as  tiiisday,  and  much  more  abun- 
dant.'' 

Thofe  Jewifli  rulers  ruled  the  Lord's  people  with  rigour,  in- 
vaded  their  freedpms  and  liberties,  bound  heavy  bprdens  on 
them,  which  they  themfelves  would  not  touch  with  one  of 
their  fingers ;  by  this  means  the  Lord's  people  were  feat-' 
tcred  from  the  worftip  of  God  in  their  fynagogues,  as  (heep 
halving  no  fhepherd.  Hence  is  that  plain  dealing  by'the  pro- 
phet, Ezek.  xxxiv.  3.  6.  ««  Thus  faith  the  Lord  God  unto  th* 
iliephcrds.  Wo  be  to  the  fhepherds  of  Ifrae],  that  do  fead 
themfelves ;  (hould  not  the  fhepherds  feed  the  flocks  ?  Ye 
eat  the  fat,  and  ye  clothe  you  with  the  wool,  ye  kill  them 
that  are  fed ;  but  ye  feed  not  the  flbck.  The  difeafed  have  ye 
not  ftrengthened,  neither  have  ye  healed  that  which  was  fick^ 
neither  have  ye  bound  up  that  which  was  broken,  neither  have 
ye  brought  again  that  which  wab  driven  away,  neither  have  ycf 
fought  that  which  was  loft  ;  but  with  force  and  with  crueltjp 
have  ye  ruled  them.  And  they  were  fcatteredi  becaufe  there 
was  no  fhepherd  :  and  they  became  meat  to  all  the  beafts  of  the 
field,  when  they  were  fcattered.  My  (heep  wandered  through 
;ill  the  mountains,  and  upon  every  high  hill;  yea>  my  flock  was 
fcattered  upon  all  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  none  did  fearch 
or  feck  after  them.'' 

In  fhort,  to  fuch  a  degree  of  corruption  were  they  arrived, 
that  the  holy  and  profane,  the  clean  and  unclean,  were 
alike  to  them,  provided  ihey  were  of*  their  way  and  party  : 
Ezek.  xxii.  25.  26.  "  There  is  a  confpiracy  of  her  prophets 
in  the  midft  thereof,  like  a  roaring  lion  ravening  the  prey : 
they  have  devoured  fouls :  they  have  taken  the  treaf)ire  ancf 
precious  things  ;  they  have  made  her  many  widows  in  th^  midft 
thereof.  Her  priefts  have  violated  (as  in  the  origtnaly)  offers 
cd  violence  to  my  law,  and  have  profaned  my  fedly  things ; 
they  ^lave  put  no  difference  between  the  hoiy  and  profane, 
neither  have  they  fhewed  difference  between  the  unclean  and 
the  clean.'' 

Tftu?!  the  Jewiftx  cbutchj  atvd  ^rticularly  her  prctende4 
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tniilderS)  we  fee  ivcrc  funk  into  the  very  dregs  of  corruption. 
And  hence  it  came,  that  when  the  glorious  and  long  looked« 
for  Melliah  adually  appeared  among  them«  upon  the  ftage  of 
this  world,  inftead  of  giving  him  a  reception  fuitable  to  his 
eaccellencyi  as  Immanuel,  God-man,  they  treated  him  with  the 
utmoft  contempt.  Though  he  opened  his  commiflion,  and 
made  it  evident  to  the  world,  by  his  dodlrine,  miracles,  and  the 
vrhole  of  his  convcrfation,  that  he  was  none  other  than  the 
brightnefs  of  his  Father's  glory ;  yet  they  difparagcd  his  perfon, 
denied  his  fupreme  Deity,  efteeming  him  only  as  the  fon  of  the 
carpenter,  contradi£ted  his  dodirine,  and  ftudied  to  obfcure 
his  miracles,  by  afcribing  them  to  the  power  of  Beelzebub  the 
prince  of  devils ;  they  blackened  his  chara£ler  with  reproach* 
.<s,.  as  though  he  had  been  a  glutton,  a  wine*bibber,  a  friend 
•  of  publicans  and  iinners ;  and  at  length  crucified  him  ignomi- 
xiioufly,  as  though  he  had  been  a  notorious  impoftor,  betwixt 
two  thieves ;  and  when,  after  his  refurre^iion  from  the  dea^j, 
he  came  to  them  in  the  minidry  of  his  apoltles,  bringing  his 
.  righteoufnefs  and  falvation  near  unto  them,  they  finally  rcjcft- 
ed  him,  and  all  the  offers  of  his  grace ;  for  which  reafon,  God 
w^s  provoked,  by  a  heavy  fentence  of  excommunication,  to 
cut  them  off  from  being  a  church  or  nation,  under  which  they 
^re  lying  to  this  day,  his  blood  being  upon  them  and  upon 
their  children,  according  to, their  wi(h  at  his  crucifixion.  And 
thus  we  fee  how  the  (tone  of  God's  choofing  was  rcjefted  by 
the  builders.  Let  their  example  and  ruin  ferve  at>  fo  many 
beacons,  that  we  of  the  Gentile  churches  may  not  dafh  our- 
felves  upon  the  fame  church-ruining  and  foul-deftroying  rocks  f 
which  is  the  very  ufe  the  apoftle  Paul  makes  of  this  fubjedt, 
when  writing  to  the  Romans,  chap.  xi.  20—23.  "  Well ;  be- 
caufe  of  unbelief  they  were  broken  off*,  and  thou  (landeft  by 
faith.  Be  not  high  minded,  but  fear.  For  if  God  fpared 
not  the  natural  branches,  take  head  left  he  alfo  fpare  not 
thee.  Behold  therefore  the  goodnefs,  and  fevcrity  of 
God  ;  on  them  which  fell,  feverity ;  but  towards  thee,  good- 
nefs, if  thou  continue  in  his  goodnefs :  otherwtfe  thou  alfo 
fcalt  be  cut  off."  Which  melancholy  event  aftually  hap- 
pened  unto  the  church  of  Chrift  at  Rome,  as  we  fee  at  this 
very  day,  it  being  now  the  feat  of  Antichrift,  and  a  fynagoguo 
of  Satan, 

,    The  only  thing  that  remains  upon  this  head  is,  to  anfwer 
the  following  queftion. 

Whence  was  it  that  the  Jewifh  builders  rcjcfled  Chrift,  the 
ftonc  of  God'si, choofing,  trying,  and  laying  ? 

Anfw.  I.  This  fatal  error  of  theirs  proceeded  from  their  ig- 
norance of  Chriftj,  in  the  excellency  of  his  perfon^  and  of  the 
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plorious  myftery  of  redemption  and  falvation  through  him : 
Afts  iii»  17.  **  I  wot  that  through  ignorance  yc  did  it,  as  did 
alfo  your  rulers."  i  Cor.  ii.  7.  8.  *«  Wc  fpeak  the  wifdom  of 
God  in  a  myftery ; — which  none  of  the  princes  of  this  world 
knew  :  for  had  they  known  it,  they  would  not  have  crucified 
the  Lord  of  glory."  They  were  men  of  no  defpicable  parts, 
capable  enough  to  tofs  an  argument ;  they  tliought  thcmfelves 
the  only  fecrs  in  Ifracl  in  their  day :  "  Are  we  blind  alfo  ?"  Yet 
Chrift  declares  them  blind  like  moles^  in  things  relating  to  his 
kingdom.  The  leaft  of  Chrift's  babes,  whom  they  reckoned 
among  the  accurfed  mob,  had  more  of  the  faving  knowledge  of 
God,  and  of  the  things  of  God,  than  they ;  and  the  blind  lead- 
ing the  blind,  both  ftumbled  on  the  ftumbling-ftone,  and  fell 
into  the  ditch  together. 

2.  Miilakcn  notions  of  the  nature  of  the  MeiBah's  kingdom 
was  another  caufe  of  their  rejefting  this  precious  ftone.  They 
had  formed  a  notion  to  themfelvcs,  without  any  real  ground 
from  fcripture» prophecy,  that  the  MefHah  was  to  appear  in  the 
form  of  an  earthly  monarch,  and  that  he  was  to  lift  up  the  head 
of  the  Jewifli  nation,  and  make  the  Romans,  and  all  the  na- 
tions of  the  world,  their  vaifals  and  tributaries ;  but  finding 
themfelves  miftaken,  they  difown  and  crucify  him  as  an  im- 
poftor.  Which,  by  the  bye,  ferves  to  difcover  what  a  dange- 
rous thing  it  is,  not  to  have  right  conceptions 'of  the  fpiritual 
i^ture  of  Chrift's  kingdom,  i  am  perfuaded,  that  carnal  no- 
tions of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  which  is  not  of  this  world,  lie 
at  the  bottom  of  many  of  the  evils  and  corruptions  in  the  day 
we  live  in. 

V.  The  fifth  thing  in  the  method  was,  to  inquire  what  may 
he  implied  in  Lhrift^s  being  made  the  headjlone  of  the  corner ^  not-- 
iviihjlatiding  of  the  attempts  of  the  builders  tojufile  him  out  of  his 
place* 

I.  then,  It  implies  Chrift's  exaltation  and  vidory  over  all 
his  enemies  and  oppofcrs ;  he  will  have  the  better  of  them, 
let  them  do  their  worft  2  however  Chrift  and  his  caufe,  in- 
tereft,  and  people,  may  be  borne  down  for  a  while,  yet  the 
fcales  will  turn,  and,  like  the  houfe  of  David,  they  (hall  pre- 
vail. Chrift  was  perfonally  opprefled  and  afflided,  «•  he  drank 
of  the  brock  in  the  way :"  yet  at  length  ««  he  lifted  up  the 
head,  and  God  hath  highly  exalted  him,  and  given  him  a  name 
above  every  name."  And  as  it  was  with  Chrift  perfonal,  fo 
it  will  be  with  his  injured  members.  Howcverthcy  be  "  afflidl- 
ed,  toft  with  tempcfts,  ^nd  not  comforted,  yet  God  will  lay 
their  ftones  with  fair  colours,  and  theiir  foundations  with  fap- 
phires.**  Though  i)ion  may  be  laid  in  aflies,  yet  ihe  fiiall  be 
•  builv 
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built  up  again  by  the  almighty  God;  and  when  the  Lord  brings 
h€r  forth  to  the  light,  then  '*  fliame  fhall  cover  her  who  iaid^ 
Where  is  the  Lord  thy  God  ?" 

2.  It  implies,  that  God  has  a  great  regard  for  the  glory  of 
his  Sonr,  as  the  head  and  kin^  of  his  church  ;  and  that 
it  is  his  will,  "  that  all  men  fhould  honour  him,  even  as  they 
lionour  the  Father.'*  This  was  intimated  by  a  royal  nwndate, 
iffued  forth  from  the  excellent  glory,  /'This  is  my  beloved  Son, 
in  whom  I  am  well  pleafed ;  hear  ye  him."  God  does  noc 
reckon  it  any  injury  done  to  him  as  God  Creator,  that  we 
worfhip  and  ferve  him  in  the  perfon  of  the  Redeemer,  for 
"  his  name  is  in  him  ;"  his  glory,  his  majefty,  and  other  {excel- 
lent perfe£bioos,  are  in  him  as  they  are  in  the  Father  \  and 
therefore  it  is  his  will,  "  That  at  the  name  of  Jefus  every 
knee  ftiould  bow,  and  every  tongue  confefs,  that  Jefus  Chrift 

-  IS  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father.'* 

3.  It  implies,  that  the  whole  fpiritual  fabric  or  building  of 
the  church  hangs  upon  him,  as  the  fupcr(lru6lure  leans  upon 
the  foundation  and  chief  corncr-itone.  «*  He  (hall  build  chc 
temple,  and  bear  the  glory,"  fays  the  prophet  Zechariah  \  and 
If.  xxii.  24.  "  They  lliall  hang  upon  him  all  the  glory  of  his 
Father's  houfe."  All  the  doftrines  of  the  church,  and  truths 
oF  the  everlalling  gofpel,  lean  upon  him ;  he  is  their  Alpha  and 
Omega  ;  hence  we  read  of  "  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus  i"  they 
meet  in  him  as  the  fpokes  of  a  wheel  in  the  nave.  All  the 
promifes  meet  in  him,  "  they  are  in  him  yea,  and  amen."  All 
the  precepts  lean  upon. his  authority  \  for  the  law  is  *'  the  law 
of  Chrift^''  it  is  his  *«  yoke  and  burden."  The  whole  difci- 
pHae  of  the  church  hangs  upon  him  ;  the  keys  of  do£trine  and 
difcipline  hang  at  his  girdle.  The  government  of  the  church 
pertains  to  him ;  for  it  is  laid  upon  his  fhoulders.  The  ordi« 
sances  and  worfhip  of  the  church  hang  on  him ;  no  fort  of 
worfhip,  or  a  part  of  worfhip,  can  be  admitted,  but  what  bears 
the  impreffion  of  his  inftitution.  The  oiHcers  of  the  church 
hang  upon  him  for  their  com  million,  and  fuccefs  in  their 
^ork.  In  a  word,  all  the  members  of  the  church  hang  upon 
him ;  '*  The  whole  offspring  and  ifliie,  the  veflels  of  fmall 
quantity,  from  veffels  of  cups  to  veffcls  of  flagons,  hang  on 
him,  as  upon  a  nail  failened  in  a  fure  place." 

4.  His  being  made  the  head<(lonc.  of  the  corner  implies, 
that  he  is  the  alone  centre  of  unity  in  the  church ;  for  the 
head-ftone  of  the  corner  knits  the  whole  building  together, 
and  if  that  be  removed,  the  walls  of  the  houfe  fall  afundcr, 
and  fo  the  whole  fabric  is  ruined.  If  we  do  not  hold  the  head- 
itone  of  the  corner,  by  which  the  whole  building  is  fupplied, 
and  knit  together,  the  fabric  of  a  church,  however  politically 

framedj 
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firamed)  can  never  ftand  long.  And  the  reafon  wlijr  the  houfe 
is  tottering  at  this  day,  is  becaufe  there  is  too  much  of  re- 
ceding from  the  corner-ftone.  Ufually  indeed,  'in  a  time  of 
defedion,  the  pulpits  of  thofe  builders  whofe  hands  are  deep- 
ed in  it,  ring  with  the  doftrinc  of  peace  ;  and  if  a  tongue  be 
moved  againft  the  corrupt  meafurcs  they  are  going  into,  the 
cry  is  raifcd,  **  Thefe  that  turri  the  world  upiide  down,  are 
<ome  hither  alfo ;"  whilr  in  the  mean  time  it  is  fuch  as  de- 
part from  the  corner- (lone  that  ruin  and  tear  the  building,  and 
fiot  they  who  give  warning  to  the  houfe  or  family~bf  its  being 
in  danger  of  falling.  They  who  do  give  warning  may  lay 
their  account  to  be  beaten  by  their  fellow-builders,  that  are 
lofing  the  corner-done.  But  this  needs  be  no  furprife,  for  in 
all  ages  Chri(l*s  witncfles  have  tormented  them  that  dwell  up- 
f>n  the  earth  ;  and  it  needs  be  no  difcouragementj  for  though 
they  may  be  killed  and  buried,  yet  there  will  be  a  refurreftion 
both  of  names  and  perfons. 

J.  His  being  the  head-ftone  of  the  corner  implies,  that 
Chrift  is  the  beauty  and  ornament  of  his  church;  for  much 
-of  the  beauty  and  ornament  of  the  building  lies  in  the  corner- 
ftone.  We  arc  told,  the  daughters  of  Zion  were  **  like  a  cor- 
ner-ftone,  poHfhed  after  the  fimilitude  of  a  palace.'*  Chrift  i» 
*^the  glory  of  his  people  Ifracl:"  and  po  wonder,  foe  he  is 
•*  the  brightnefs  of  his  Father's  glory*^  When  he  is  in  the 
midft  of  his  church,  countetiancing  his  ordinances,  and  judi- 
catories, then  it  is  *•  llie  looks  forth  as  the  morning,  fair  as 
the  moon,  clear  as  the  fun,  and  terrible  as  an  army  with  tan- 
ners :**  but  when  he  departs,  all  the  glory  departs,  and  a  dif- 
mal  Ichabod  fuccecds  :  **  Yea,  wo  alfo  unto  them  when  1  dc- 
|>art  from  them  :"  as  may  be  feen  at  this  day  in  the  once  fa- 
mous churches  of  Leifer  Afia,  and  other  places  where  Chrift 
had  once  flourifliing  churches.  They  departedcfrom  the  chief 
corner- ftone,  in  dodrine,  difcipline,  worQiip,  and  government, 
and  this  provoked  him  to  depart ;  and  upon  his  departure,  tile 
fongs  of  their  temples  were  turned  into  bowlings. 

6.  it  implies,  that  they  who  would  build  the  church  of 
Chrift  muft  ftill  have  him  in  their  eye,  and  that  the  whole  of 
their  conduA  and  adminiftration  in  the  houfe  of  God  muft  be 
regulate  with  a  view  to  his  glory  and  honour.  If  in  building 
a  houft;;,  the  chief  corner-ftone  be  not  kept  in  view,  irregular 
work  cannot  mifs  to  enfue  :  jud  fo  is  it  in  the  cafe  in  harid ;  if 
we  (hall  pretend  to  build  the  houfe  of  God ;  and  do  not  keep 
our  eyes  on  Chrift,  and  his  honour  and  intereft,  whether  in 
matters  of  difcipline  or  do£^rine,  inftead  of  building  the 
church,  we  do  but  diforder  and  diil\irb  it,  and  throw  all  into 
coniuSion.  When  we  begin  to  work  by  carnal  policy,  or  to 
%  have 


exaliiJjas  theHiBd^/hni  of  the  Corner.  59^ 

liare  a  fquint  eye  upon  ferving  the  lufts  and  humours  of  men, 
great  or  fmall,  or  our  own  worldly  interefts)  and  not  the  glory 
of  our  great  Redeemer,  we  but  ruin  and  pull  down  the  church 
of  Chrift)  inftead  of  building  it ;  and  are  fair  to  bury  our  name^ 
dur  miniftryi  and  our  own  fouls,  and  the  fouls  of  multitudes, 
in  the  rubbifh  of  it.  Therefore  there  is  much  need  of  difin- 
terefted  views  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  Chrift. 
We  that  are  minifters,  as  well  as  others,  had  much  need  td 
learn  the  lejfTon  of  felf- denial }  to  deny  our  own  wifdom,  and 
our  worldly  intereft,  as  a  trifle  in  refpe£i:  of  his  glory,  and  the- 
advancement  of  his  kingdom. 

7*  The  text  implies,  that  God  and  corrupt  builders  are 
driving  quite  different  meafures  and  defigns.  The  builders  re-. 
\tQt  the  done,  but  God  will  hav^  it  to  be  the  head-ftone  of 
the  comer ;  ahd  which  of  the  parties  (hall  prevail^  it  is  eafy  to 
judge.  Chrift  fliall  fit  at  his  Father's  right  hand,  till  all  his 
enemies  be  made  his  footftool.  He  will  break  them  that  rife 
up  againft  him  as  a  potter's  veifel.  *^  I  have  fet  my  King^ 
(fays  the  Lord),  upon  my  holy  hill  of  Zion  ;"  and  who  is  he: 
that  will  dethrone  him  ? 

.  VI.  What  was  laft  propofed  in  the  method,  was  the  Appli" 
cation  of  the  whole.  All  the  ufe  I  (hall  make  of  what  has  beeii 
faid,  (hall  be  wrapt  up  in  the  following  inferences. 

inf»  I.  From  what  has  been  faid,  we  may  fee  the  excellen- 
cy of  the  church  of  Chrift  \  why,  (he  is  a  building,  an  houfe 
for  God  to  dwell  in  among  the  children  of  men.  So  valuable 
is  this  building,  that  this  whole  vifible  creation  is  only  a 
theatre  or  fcafifold  for  rearing  the  houfe  ;  and  whenever  the 
buildiiig  is  completed,  t^e  fcafFold  will  be  taken  down,  and 
committed  to  the  flames.  To  difcovcr  the  high  eftimate  God 
pbts  upon  his  church,  he  calls  her  by  the  moft  endearing 
names  ahd  epithets.  He  defigns  her  his  fpoufcy  his  iove^  hisi 
dow^  his  undefiUdi  his  treafun^  his  portion^  his  Hephzibah  and 
Biulahf  his  bed^  his  refting-place,  his  walking-place,  and  hi$ 
dwelling-place.  A  whole  Trinity,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghoft,  lay  themfelves  out  in  their  particular  oeconomy  for  the 
upbuilding  of  this  houfe  :  the  grace  of  the  Father,  the  love 
and  blood  of  the  Son,  and  all  the  gracious  influences  and  o- 
perations  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  are  laid  out  for  carrying  on  the 
work.  The  whole  adminiftrations  of  providence  in  the  go-  < 
vernment  of  the  world  are  adjufted  for  the  benefit  of  the . 
church,  and  the  faithful  members  thereof.  For  this  end  the 
reins  of  adminiftration,  the  keys  of  hell  and  death,  were  com- 1 
tnitted  into  the  hands  of  Chrift ;  for,"  God  h«th  g^ven  him  to 
be  the  head  over  all  things  to  the  churchy  which  \%  hU  bod^« 
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The  Father  hath  put  all  things  into  the  hand  of  the  Son,  that! 
fo  all  the  wheels  of  providence  might  be  rolled  and  turned 
about  "for  the  good  of  them  that  love  him,  and  who  are  thd 
called  according  to  his  purpofe."  The  whole  inftitution  and 
adminiftration  of  gofpel- ordinances,  and  all  the  officers  of  his 
Ordination,  whether  ordinary  or  extraordinary,  are  defigned 
for  her  edification,  as  we  fee  in  that  foreci ted  Eph.  iv.  ii.  I'L 
13.  &c.  This  may  let  us  fee,  what  a  valuable  truft  we  have 
among  our  h^nds,  to  whom  God  has  committed  the  affairs  of 
the  church,  and  how  tenderly  it  concerns  us  to  manage  them, 
even  like  thofe  who  are  to  make  an  account  to  the  great  Lord 
6f  the  hdufe. 

Inf,  2.  Is  Chrift  the  fione  in  a  way  of  eminence  ?     Then 
we  may  fee  how  neccffary  and  ufeful  it  is  to  preach  Chrift; 
why,  he  is  the  Jione  by  way  of  eminence,  the  ftone  of  God's 
laying,  of  his  choofing,  and  the  ftone  which  God  will  have 
for  head'Jlone  of  the  corner.     Paul,  as  a  wife  mafter- builder^ 
laid  this  foundation  among  his  hearers,  and  declares  that  "  an- 
other foundation  can  no  man  lay."     It  is  "  Chrift  whom  we 
preach.'*     "Idefire    (fays  he)  to  know  nothing  among  you^ 
but  Chrift,  and  him  crucified."     The  whole  of  the  fcripturc- 
tevelation  meets  in  him  as  its  centre :  all  the  hiftoriey,  pro- 
phecies, promifes,  types,  precepts,  doftrincs,  and  ordinances 
of  the  word,  they  are  juil  full  of  Chrift.     The  whole  Bible^ 
what  is  it  but  the  teftament  of  Chrift,  and  the  tcftimohial  that 
Chrift  brought  from  heaven  ?,    **  Thefe  are  they  which  teftify 
of  me."     "Thefe  things  are  written,  that  ye  may  believe  in 
the  name  of  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God,  and  that  believing 
ye  may  have  life  in  him."     And  to  be  fure  what  is  the  fcope 
of  the  whole  revelation  of  the  mind  of  God  in  the  word, 
ought  to  be  the  fcope  and  defign  of  all  our  fermons-     What- 
ever particular  doftrincs  we  infift  upon,  ought  ftill  to  be  graft- 
ed upon  the  bleflcd  Branch  that  fprings  out  of  the  root  of 
Jeffe  j  fot  the  truth  is  only  right  difpenfed,  and  right  known 
as  it  is  in  Jefus.     Hence  the  great  Mr  Durham  tells  us,  in  his 
firft  fermon  on  Ifa.  liii.  that  *  Chrift  ftands  under  a  fourfold 
relation  to  preaching,     i.  He  is  the  text  of  it.     All  preaching 
J  is  tQ  explain  him  ;  and  that  preaching  that  does  not  ftand  in 
■  relation  to  him,  is  a  preaching  befides  the  text.     2.  He  is  the 
i  ground-work  and  foundation  of  preaching.     So  that  preach- 
r  ing  without  him  wants  a  foundation,  and  is  but  building  caftles 
j  in  the  air.     3.  He   is  the  great  end  of  preaching,  namely, 
\  to  fet  him  on  high  in  the  hearts  and  afFeflions  of  our  hearers. 
'  This  defign  of  preaching  is  not  to  make  ourfelves,  but  our 
'.  Matter,  great,  to  caufe  his  name  to  be  remembered.     4.  He 
is  the  very  power  and  life  of  preaching  -,  for  he  is  "  the  power 
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of  God,  and  the  wifdom  of  God ;"  and  the  gofpel  is  called 
«'the  power  of  God  untofalvation,  becaufe  therein  is  revealed 
the  righteoufnefs  of  God  from  faith  to  faith." — Thus  far  that 
great  man. 

Inf.  3.  If  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel  be  builders  of  the  houfe, 
then  fee  hence  the  need  of  trying  a  man's  acquaintance  with 
Chrifl:  and  the  power  of  religion,  before  he  is  admitted  unto 
minifterial  communion,  as  a  fellow-builder  in  the  houfe  of 
God.  Why,  that  man  who  is  not  really  acquainted  with  Chrift 
in  an  experienced  way,  may  be  fair  to  rejeft  the  ftone  of  God's 
choofing/and  fo  ruin  the  building,  and  bury  himfclf  and  many 
fouls  in  the  ruins  of  it.  Mafons  know  one  another,  they  have 
certain  (igns  and  words  by  which  they  are  capable  to  diftin- 
guifti  men  of  their  own  art  and  bufmefs  from  others  ;  fo  fkil- 
ful  builders  in  the  houfe  of  God  are  capable,  by  a  fpiritual 
difccrning,  to  know  who  are  fit  for  being  admitted  to  the  work 
of  the  Lord,  and  who  not.  If  fuch  a  difcerning  be  gvien,even 
unto  church-members,  as  to  "  try  the  fpirits,  whether  they  are 
of  God,  becaufe  many  falfe  prophets  are  gone  out  into  the 
world,"  I  John  iv.  i . ;  much  more  may  it  be  fuppofed  that 
this  difcerning  faculty  is  to  be  found  among  faithful  minifters 
of  the  gofpel.  Hence  is  that  of  the  apoftle  to  Timothy,  2  Epift. 
ii.  2.  "  The  things  that  thou  haft  heard  of  me  among  many 
witneiixrs,  the  fame  commit  thou  to  faithful  men,  who  (hall  be 
able  to  teach  others  alfo." 

Inf  4.  Is  it  fo  that  the  ftone  is  rejefled  by  the  builders  ? 
Then  fee  hence  what  a  fatal  and  pernicious  thing  a  corrupt, 
erroneous,  and  ignorant  miniftry  is  to  the  church  of  Chrift : 
why,  they  fpoil,  mar,  and  deftroy  the  whole  building  ;  they 
run  counter  to  the  great  plot  of  Heaven,  by  cafting  away  the 
ftone,  which  Gqd  has  ordained  to  be  the  chief  ftone  of  the 
comer.  The  new  mode  of  preaching  fome  men  have  fallen 
into  with  their  harangues  and  flourifties  bf  morality,  while 
Chrift  is  fcarce  named,  from  tke  beginning  to  the  end  of  their 
difcourfe,  I  look  on  as  a  plot  of  hell  to  throw  out  the  corner- 
ftone,  in  order  to  bring  us  back  unto  Heatheniih  or  Antichrif- 
tian  darknefs.  Chrift  is  ^*  the  light  of  the  world  ;"  and  if  he 
|?e  removed,  or  (huffled  out,  where  are  we,  but  juft  ariiong 
the  "  dark  places  of  the  earth,  which  are  full  of'  the  habita- 
tions of  horrid  cruelty  f  *'  >  Stf  that,  1  fay,  a  corrupt  miniftry, 
whatever  be  their  fine  parts,  are  the  very  bane  of  the  church 
of  Chrift. 

Inf  5.  If  it  be  God'«  great  dtfign,  thit  Chrift  ftiould  be  the 
chief  ftone  of  the  corner;  if  this,  1  fay,. be  the  refolutiort  of 
Heaven  ;  then  fee  hence,  that  all  the  attempts  of  hell  for  the 
deprefling  of  Chrift  and  the  ruin  of  his  caufc,  whether  by  open 
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enemies^  or  pretended  builders,  ihall  be  abortive  in  the  iflue ; 
for  "  tbe  counfcl  of  the  Lord  ftaU  ftand,  ^nd  he  will  do  all  hi? 
plcafurc/'  iti  fpite  of  ^ell  and  earth.  And  what  U  hia  plea« 
fare  and  counfel  ?  Why,  here  it  is,  The Jtone  which  ihf  buHJ^ 
prs  r€J€3f4%  thefumfjhfkll  become  the  he^i-^ope  •fihe  corner.  The 
IHates  of  hell  have  made  m^ny  an  attempt  to  get  the  done  of 
God's  choofing  rejeftcd,  in  prd^r  to  the  ruia  of  the  diurch  \ 
but  they  hav^  never  yet  prevailed,  and  nevejr  (hall :  Infinite 
Wifdom  hath  aiwaya  *<  taken  the  wife  in  their  own  craftineft, 
•nditurned  the  counfel  of  the  froward  headlong,'-  andmade  tfaefb 
very  devices  of  hell  ^nd  ita  ipdrttenentp  fubfervient  to  lift  the 
eornerftone  higher  in  the  building,  to  the  Ihame  and  ruin  of 
thofe  who  attempted  to  rejc£t  it.  This  *♦  little  ftonc  cut  oat 
d  the  mountain/^  hath  always  proved  too  hard  for  all  the 
metals  that  el^ihed  with  it,  and  it  will  bo  fo  to  the  end  of 
time. 

Inf^  6.  See  from  what  is  (aid,  what  it  is  makes  a  flouriffaing 
churcK-  It  is  not  her  external  peace,  plenty,  or  profperity  \ 
not  her  conneflion  in  politics  with  kings  or  parliaments,  pa* 
irons,  heritors,  or  any  other  fort  pf  men ;  hut  her  connexion 
with  the  chief  corner- (Iouq,  This,  and  this  only,  is  what  beau'f 
tifies  the  whole  building,  and  makes  her  ^^  increafe  with  the 
increafe  of  God."  i 

/^  7*  See  hence  gi^eat  ground  of  lamentation  and  humitia^ 
tion  at  this  day.  The  (tone  is  reje£lcd,  which  Qod  would 
bave  to  be  the  chief  ftene  of  the  corner*  Is  he  not  rejeded 
In  his  prophetica.1  c^ce,  through  the  preyailing  ignorance  and 
ynbellef  that  is  to  be  found  among  the  hearers  of  the  gofpel  i 
The  old  complaint  may  be  ftill  renewed  in  our  day,  "  Who 
bath  believed  our  report  ?"  Is  he  not  rejeSed  in  his  pricftly 
office,  while  the  generality,  with  the  Jews,  "  go  about  to  efta^ 
bli(h  their  own  righteoufaefs,  and  refufe  the  righteoufnefs  of 
God  ?"  And  i$  he  not  rejected  in  his  kingly  o^ce  and  head-i 
fl^ip  in  his  church,  by  the  abounding  profanity,  Atheifim,  and 
immorality  of  our  day  ;  the  generality  of  profefled  Chriftians 
tbjcir  breaking  bi^  bands,  and  oafting  his  cords  from  them  ?  I 
cannot  now  (land'  to  give  a  full  narrative  of  the  injuries  that 
have  been  done  tp  the  royal  prerogative  of  this  King  of  kings^ 
and  Lord  of  Iprds.  ^ 

The  Roman  Antichrid  h^B  for  a  long  time  invaded  the  prc^ 
rogatiye  of  the  8on  of  Go^\  by  ufurping  a  hcadfhip  over  the 
church :  "  He  fits  in  the  temple  of  God,  exalting  himfelf  above 
all  that  \%  called  Qod*":  At  tbe  im^perfe£l  reformation  of 
England,  when  tbfy.  threw  off  the  Pope  as  the  head  of  the 
church,  they  lodged  the  fam^  in  t)ie  Kijig,  declaring  him  to  be 
(uprcme  head  in  all  caCps  civil  OC  pcclpGaiiie*    In  the  late  days 
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of  Scotland's  apoftacy  from  God,  the  crown  was  facrilcgiouflf 
taken  from  Chrift's  head  among  us  alfo,  and  fet  upon  the  head 
of  a  perfecuting  apoftate.  Dreadful  were  the  invaHons  and 
encroachments  that  wete  made  upon  the  crown-royal  of  the 
King  of  Zion,  by  king,  parliaments,  and- perfons  of  all  ranks  ; 
particularly  by  the  aft  reciflbry,  whereby  axes  and  hammers 
were  lifted  up  upon  the  carved  work  of  the  temple,  hewing 
down  the  glorious  work  of  reformation,  reftoring  abjured 
Prelacy,  refcinding  the  obligations  of  our  folemn  covenants, 
yea,  ordering  them  to  be  burnt  at  the  crofs  of  Edinburgh,  by  the 
hand  of  th^  common  hangman,  profecuting  to  the  very  death 
all  that  owned  a  work  of  reformation. 

In  thefe  bloody  days,  the  headship  and  fovereignty  of  Chrift 
was  contended  for  by  many  of  the  Lord's  worthies  even  unto 
death  ;  and  it  has  been  the  peculiar  honour  of  the  church  o£ 
Scotland,  particularly  in  thefe  days  of  perfecution,  to  bear  tef- 
timony  unto  Chrift,  as  the  alone  head  and  king  of  his  church, 
in  oppoGtion  unto  thefe  dangerous  and  heaven-daring  encroach- 
ments  that  were  made  upon  it.  And  it  is  much  to  be  regret- 
ted and  lamented,  thatftnce  the  Lord  turned  back  our  capti- 
vity, in  any  meafure,  at  the  late  wonderful  revolution,  where- 
by we  were  freed  from  the  yoke  of  lordly  Prelacy,  we  have 
not  been  fo  zealous  ior  our  great  King,  and  his  prerogatives, 
which  were  fo  much  invaded,  as  might  have  been  cxpeded, 
upon  our  deliverance  from  that  Egyptian  thraldom.  I  do  not 
remember  of  any  particular  aft  of  afTembly,  fince  the  revolu- 
tion, whereby  the  rights  of  the  crown  of  Chrift  are  aflerted, 
in  oppofition  to  the  encroachments  that  were  made  upon  themi 
in  thefe  days  of  publie  apoftacy  and  perfecution.  Yea,  inftead 
of  thap,  are  there  not  invaiions  and  encroachments  made 
upon  the  authority  of  Chrift,  and  the  immunities  of  his  king- 
dom, even  fince  that  period,  particularly  in  the  end  of  Queen 
Anne's  reign,  when  defigns  were  formed  for  the  overthrow  of 
a  Proteftant  fucceffion  ?  His  hendfhip  and  authority  was  in- 
vaded by  an  almoft  bouHdlefs  toleration  of  all  errors  in  doc- 
rine,  and  corruptions  in  worftiip,  excepting  Popery,  and  blaf- 
phemy  againft  the  Holy  Trinity ;  two  evils  that  never  prevail- 
ed more  in  the  memory  of  man  in  thefe  lands,  than  fince  the 
toleration-a£l  was  paflcd.  His  authority  was  at  the  fame 
time  invaded  by  the  aft  rcftoring  patronages,  whereby  power 
is  given  to  a  malignant  kyrd  or  laird,  to  prefent  a  man  to  take 
the  charge  of  precious  fouls,  who  has  perhaps  no  more  con- 
cern about  their  falvation  than  the  Great  Turk.  And  is  it  not 
matter  of  lamentation,  to  fee  fome  of  the  judicatories  of  this 
church,  wliofe  province  4t  is  to  contend  for  the  fovereignty  of 
Chrilt,  and  the  rights  of  hisftibjefts,  falling  in  with  patrons 
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and  heritors  of  the  nation^  in  oppofition  to  the  known  rights 
of  the  Chriftian  people  to  ele£l:  and  choofe  their  own  paftors? 
How  are  the  rights  of  the  Lord's  people  invaded  and  trod  up- 
on by  violent  fettlements  up  and  down  the  land?  A  cry 
18  gone  up  to  heaven  againft  the  builders,  by  the  fpoufe  of 
(j^hrift,  like  that,  Cant.  v.  7.  "  The  watchmen  that  went  a- 
bout  the  city,  found  me,  they  fmotc  me,  they  wounded  me ; 
the  keepers  of  the  walls  took  away  my  veil  from  me.*'  A  cry 
and  complaint  came  in  before  the  bar  of  the  laft  aiTembly,  for 
relief  and  redrefs  of  thcfe,  and  many  other  grievances  both 
from  minifters  and  people ;'  but  inilead  of  a  due  regard  had 
thereto,  an  aft  is  pafled  confining  the  power  of  eleftion  unto, 
heritors  and  elders,  whereby  a  new  wound  is  given  to  the  pre- 
T/Ogative  of  Chrift,  and  the  privilege  of  his  fubjcdls.  I  fliall 
fay  the  lefs  of  this  a£l  now,  that  I  had  opportunity  to  exoner 
myfelf,  with  relation  to  it,  before  the  national  aflembly,  where 
it  was  pafled.  Only  allow  me  to  fay,  that  whatever  church- 
authority  may  be  in  that  aft,  yet  it  wants  the  authority  of  the 
Son  of  God.  All  ccclefiaftical  authority  under  heaven  is  de- 
rived from  him  *,  and  therefore  any  aft  that  wants  his  authori- 
ty, has  no,  authority  at  all.  And  feeing  the  reverend  fynod 
has  put  me  in  this  place,  where  1  am  in  Chrift's  (lead,  I  muft 
be  allowed  to  fay  of  this  aft,  what  I  apprehend  Chrid  himfelf 
would  fay  of  it,  were  he  perfonally  prefent  where  I  am,  and 
that  is,  that  by  this  aft  the  corner-Rone  is  receded  from,  he 
is  rejefted  in  his  poor  members,  and  the  rich  of  this  world 
put  in  their  room ;  I  fay,  were  Chrilt  here  prefent,  1  think  he 
would  fay  with  relation  to  that  aft,  **  In  as  much  as  ye  did 
unto  one  of  the  lead  of  thcfe,  ye  did  it  unto  me."  .  By  this 
aft  Cbrill  is  rejefted  in  his  authority,  becaufe  I  can  find  no 
warrant  from  the  word  of  God,  to  confer  the  fpiritual  privi-r 
leges  of  his  houfe  upon  the  rich  beyond  the  poor :  whereas  by 
this  aft,  the  man  with  the  gold-ring  and  gay  clothing,  Js  pre- 
ferred unto  the  man  with  the  vile  raiment  and  poor  attire.  I 
add  further,  that  this  aft,  I  judge  it  inconfiftent  with  the. 
principles  and  the  praftices  of  the  bed  reformed  chur^ches,  af- 
fined in  their  public  confefpons  of  faith,  and  particularly 
with  the  known  principles  of  this  church,  fmce  the  rcforma-? 
tion,  afferted  in  our  books  of  difcipline,  whi^lji  we  are  bound 
by  folemn  covenant  to  maintain.  1  am  firmly  perfuaded,  that 
if  a  timely  remedy  be  not  provided,  this  aijl;  will  very  foon  tcr* 
ruinate  in  the  overthrow  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  and  of  a 
faithful  miniftry  therein,  in  regard  that  the  power  of  elefting 
rajp^llers  is  thereby  principally  lodge4  in  the.  hands  of  a  fct  of 
men  who  are  generally  difafFcfted  tOrthe  power  of  godlineft, 
totliQ  doftiine,  difcipline,  worijup;  and  government  of  this.. 
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cKurch,  as  well  as  to  the  government  of  our  gracious  foycreigri 
King  George,  and  the  Proteftant  fucccffiori  in  his  family. 

All  found  Prefbyterians,  who  read  the  hiftory  of  our  fore- 
fathers, generally  approve  of  the  praflice  of  Mr  Samuel  Ruther- 
ford, Mr  James  Guthrie,  and  other  minifters  of  this  churchy 
who  protefted  againft  the  refolutions,  as  a  thing  inconfiltent 
with  our  covenants,  and  prejudicial  to  the  work  of  reforma- 
tion, although  thereby  the  door  was  only  opened  to  malig** 
tiants  to  come  into  places  of  civil  or  military  truft ;  and  we 
who  live  at  this  time  of  day,  may  fee  the  pernicious  efFeili 
thefc  refolutions  had  in  the  church  of  Scotland,  But  what 
tvould  our  forefathers  have  thought,  or  what  will  fucceeding 
generations  think  of  this  aft  of  affembly,  whereby  malignants 
are  veiled,  not  with  a  civil  or  military,  but  with  an  ecclefiafti- 
cal  power,  in  the  fettlement  of  the  generality  of  minifters 
through  the  church  of  Scotland  ?  By  which  means  the  church 
of  Scotland,  and  her  facred  privileges,  arc  rendered  exceeding 
cheap,  even  in  the  eyes  of  her  avowed  enemies,  this  being  a 
compliment  they  neither  cxpedted,  nor  defired  at  our  hands. 
But  after  all,  I  have  good  reafon  to  believe,  that  this  aft  is  fat 
from  being  the  mind  of  the  generality  of  prefbyteries  through 
this  national  church  ;  and  therefore  would  gladly  hope  a  fea- 
fonable  ftand  fhall  yet  be  made  againft  it,  in  o'rder  to  prevent 
its  pernicions  confequences. 

My  laji  inference  (hall  be  in  a  word  of  Exhortation.  Are 
minifters  of  the  gofpel  builders  of  the  church,  and  is  it  the 
great  plot  of  Heaven  to  have  Chrift  exalted  as  the  head-ftone 
of  the  corner  ?  Then  let  me  call  and  exhort  my  rev^rcnJ 
brethren  and  fathers  (and  I  defire  to  apply  the  exhortation  to ' 
ftiyfelf ),  to  concur  with  heart  and  hand,  in  lifting  up  the  chief 
comer-ftone,  and  making  his  name  to  be  remembered  unto 
all  generations,  that  the  people  may  praife  him  for  ever  and 
ever.  However  he  has  been,  or  ftili  is  rejcfted  by  other  build- 
ers \  yet  let  us  ttudy  to  exalt  him,  faying  one  to  another, 
**  O  magnify  the  Lord  with  me,  Mid  let  us  exalt  his  name  to- 
gether." 

I  (hall  not  ftay,  after  what  has  been  faid,  to  ufe  many  mo- 
tives ;  only,  in  fo  many  words,  let  us  confider  the  excellency 
of  his  perfon,  and  the  relation  he  bears  to  us  and  others  of 
our  tribe  or  family,  both  by  nature  and  office,  he  being  "  Im- 
manuel,  God  with  us,**  ordained  the  great  Prophet,  Prieft,  and 
King  of  the  church,  to  anfwer  the  maladies  and  miferies  of 
ignorance,  guilt,  and  bondage,  we  are  brought  under  by  the 
fm  of  the  firft  Adam.  Let  us  confider,  that  it  is  his  Father's 
will,  **  that  all  men  (liould  hqnour  him,  even  as  they  honour 
the  Father'*  himfelf  j  yea,  his  Father  has  **  highly  exalted  him, 
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and  given  him  a  name  above  every  name/'  and  hath  ordered 
that  every  tongue  (hould  confefs,  that  Jefus  is  the  Lord,  to  the 
glory  of  his  eternal  Father."  Let  us  confider,  that  this  is  the 
work  of  the  Holy  Gho(t,  the  great  fcope  of  all  his  dilates 
in  the  word,  and  of  all  his  gracesi  influences,  and  operations^ 
in  the  heart,  being  to  lift  up  this  corncr-ftone  :  John  xvi.  14. 
**  He  iliall  glorify  me  ;  for  he  (hall  receive  of  mine,  and  (hall 
(hew  it  unto  you.''  This  is  th6  work  ^herein  angels  delight 
to  be  employed :  Mrlth  what  alacrity  do  thev  celebrate  his  na* 
tivity,and  tell  the  tidings  of  it  unto  the  (hepheids  !  Lukeii.io. 
II.  **  Beho!d,  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which 
(hall  be  to  all  people.  For  unto  you  is  born  this  day,  in  the 
city  of  David,  a  Saviour,  which  is  Chrilt  the,  I^rd.''  And 
thereupon,  ver.  13.  14.  "  a  multitude  of  the  heavenly  ho(l 
praife  God,  faying.  Glory  to  God  in  the  higheft,  and  on  earth 
peace,  good-will  towards  men."  This  was  the  work,  of  all  the 
prophets  under  the  Old  Tcftament,  they  all  prophefied  of  hira^ 
*^  teilified  of  his  fufferings,  and  of  the  glory  that  ihould  fol- 
low." They  were  as  fo  many  harbingers,  fent  to  prepaVe  the 
world  for  the  reception  of  this  glorious  perfon.  All  the  apoftles^ 
prophets,  evangeliils,  pallors,  and  teacners,  given  by  him  unto 
the  New  Tedament  church,  have  had  this  as  the  great  fcope 
of  their  miniftry,  to  edify  the  body  of  Chrift,  by  lifting  up  the 
glory  of  this  head-ftone  of  the  corner.  Rev.  iv.  10.  In  (horti 
this  is  and  has  been  the  buHnefs  of  the  church  militant  here 
upon  earth,  and  will  be  the  work  of  the  church  triumphant 
through  eternity.  They  all  with  one  voice  cry,  **  Worthy  is 
the  Lamb  that  was  flain,  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wif- 
doro,  and  ftrength,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  blei&ng,"  Rev. 
V.  12.  And  is  it  not  glorious  encouragenient  to  us^  to  lift  up 
the  honour  of  our  Redeemer,  when  we  have  fuch  company  to 
join  us  in  our  work  ? 

Again,  let  us  confider  that  Chrift  is  ilejlone^  without  which 
there  can  be  no  building,  for  he  is  the  Church's  all ;  **  Chrift 
is  all,  and  in  all.''  He  is  he(  light,  her  life,  her  righteoufnefs^ 
her  ftrength,  her  peace,  her  food,  her  clothing,  her  wifdom, 
her  holinefs.  So  that  if  he  be  wanting,  all  is  wanting,  and 
the  church  is  ruined.  We  cannot  anfwer  the  comroiflion  wc 
beat  from  our  great  Maftcr,  if  we  do  not  exalt  the  chief  corncr- 
ftone.  It  is  "  Chrift  whom  we  preach,"  Col.  i.  28.  We  are 
to  be  of  Paurs  fpirit,  **  to  know  nothing"  among  our  hearers, 
•*  but  Chrift,  and  him  crucified  j"  we  are  "  always  to  triumph 
in  the  revelation  of  Chrift,  fo  as  the  favour  of  his  knowledge 
may  be  nade  manifeft  by  us  in  every  place."  To  conclude, 
we  can  never  finifli  our  coorfe  with  joy,  and  the  miniftry  we 
have  received  of  the  Lord,  except  this  be  the  great  fcope  of 
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t{>ur  work,  whether  in  doftrinc,  difcipiine,  worlhip,  or  govern- 
merit. 

I  (hall  (hut  up  this  difcourfe,  with  a  few  advices  in  order  to 
our  being  fuccefsful  builders  of  this  glorious  fabric,  whereof 
Chrift  is  the  bcad-ftone  of  the  corner. 

1 .  then.  Let  us  beware  of  the  fatal  errors  before  mentioned, 
whereby  the  Jewiih  builders  ruined  their  once  glorious  fabric, 
and  buried  thcmfelves  in  the  rains  thereof.  Let  us  beware  of 
thofe  do&rines  vented  in  our  day,  which  difparage  the  perfon 
of  our  glorious  Redeemer,  and  derogate  from  his  fupreme 
and  independent  Deity,  or  his  headship  and  fovefeignty  in  his 
church.  Let  us  beware  of  naufeating  the  fpirituality  of  hi$ 
do6lrine,  and  the  fublime  myfteries  of  our  holy  religion,  pre- 
ferring thereunto  the  harangues  of  moralifts.  When  wo 
preach  the  law,  let  us  open  it  in  its  extent  and  fpirituality,  fo 
as  to  turn  its  edge  upon  the  heart  and  confcience,  that  it  may 
be  a  difctrner  of  the  thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart.  Let 
us  preach  up  the  everlading  righteoufnefs  of  the  Son,  as  the 
only  ground  of  a  (inner*s  j unification,  and  beware  of  every 
thing  that  has  the  leaft  tendency  to  fofter  a  fmner  in  his  hop^ 
of  falvation  by  the  works  of  the  law.  Let  us  beware  of  block- 
ing up  the  door  of  accefs  to  Chrilt,  by  legal  qualifications^ 
which  are  no  where  to  be  had  but  in  Chrift  himlelf.  Let  u« 
beware  of  formality  cither  in  preaching  or  praying,  whereby' 
we  may  deaden  the  ordinances  of  God,  to  onr  own  fouls,  or 
the  fouls  of  our  hearers ;  and,  in  order  thereto,  let  us  take 
care  ta  licence  or  lay  hands  upon  none,  but  fuch  as,  in  the 
judgement  of  charity,  we  have  reafon  to  think  are  acquainted 
with  the  power  of  godlinefs,  even  though  they  have  been  train- 
ed up  in  literature  at  the  foot  of  a  ptofcflbr  of  divii.ity.  Let 
116  beware  of  carnal  policy  in  the  matters  of  Chrift's  kingdom 
and  glory.  Let  us  beware  of  valuing  ourfclves  upon  the  fa- 
vour of  men,  great  or  fmall.  Efpecially  let  us  take  care,  tha: 
we  be  not  fwaycd  in  the  matters  of  Chrift  with  the  favour  of 
great  men  ;  for  this  has  been  "  a  fnare  on  Mizpch,  and  a  net 
Spread  upo»  Tabor."  Let  us  ftudy  impartially  the  cxcrcifr  of 
difcipiine,  and  beware  of  turning  ihe  edge  of  it  againft  them 
that  dcferve  it  leaft.  And  let  us  fet  ourfclves  to  ftop  ihele  pafla- 
ges  into  the  houfe  of  God,  by  which  thieves  and  robbers  mcft 
ordinarily  enter,  that  the  hcufe  of  God  be  not  turned  into  a 
den  of  thieves. 

2.  In  order  to  our  being  fuccefsful  builders,  let  us  feek  the 
builuers  word  from  ll»e  great  Mailer  builder ;  for  there  is  u 
word  which  Ci.rilt  gives  lo  his  faithful  miniftcrs,  whereby  the 
art  of  building  is  inuch  conveyed,  John  xvii.  14.  "  1  have 
given  them  thy  word."     Without  this  word  from  the  mouth 
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of  Chrift,  we  will  never  know  the  true  art  of  building  the 
church  :  by  this  word  the  man  of  God  is  made  a  perfeft  build- 
er, throughly  furnilhed  unto  every  good  work.  And  if  you 
.  aflc  me,  what  is  that  word  ?  I  anfwcr,  It  is  an  experimental 
acquaintancL*  with  the  powtr  of  the  word  upon  the  foul,  partis 
cularly  the  knowledge  of  that  leading  rayftery,  "God  manifeft- 
ed  in  the  flcfti." 

3.  Let  us  take  care  that  every  (lone  of  the  building  corre- 
fpond  with  the  foundation  and  corner-ftone  ;  whatever  doc- 
trines or  praftices  do  not  hang  right  with  this  regulating  (lone^ 
let  that  be  caft.  In  order  ^o  which,  let  us  examine  our  own 
jind  others  doftrines  and  converfation  by  the  plumb-lioe  and  in- 
fallible rule  of  the  word  :  *«  To  the  law  and  to  the  tellimony : 
if  they  fpeak  not  according  to  this  word,  it  is  bccaufe  there  is  no 
light  In  them,**  If.  viii.  2C. 

4.  Let  us  obfcrve  the  fjgns  of  the  times  ;  and  whenever  we 
difcern  the  danger  a-coming,  either  from  open  enemies,  or  pre- 
tended friends,  let  us  give  the  cry,  like  faithful  watchmen  ;  and, 
though  fellow-builders  be  offended^  there  is  no  help  for  that^ 
It  is  a  heavy  charge  that  is  laid  by  God  againil  fome,  as  above, 
that  they  were  dun^b  doga,  that  could  not  bark,  but  preferred 
;heir  own  carnal  eafe  unto  the  fafety  of  the  church,  If.  IvL  lOi, 
»!•  12. . 

5.  LaJIIy^  Let  us  wreftle  much  at  a  throne  of  grace  for  the 
couptenance  of  the  great  Matter,  and  affiftance  of  his  Spirit  \ 
for  "  except  the  Loid  build  the  houfe,  the  builders  build  ir^ 
vain.  Paul  may  plant,  and  Apollos  water  j  but  it  is  Gpd  ^h^; 
giveth  the  increafe.'* 
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